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One of the surprises that greets the many UW law
students and professors who travel to Asia each

year to study, teach, and work, is that the Law School
is a well-established presence, known to people in
numerous Asian academic, governmental, and non-
governmental organizations.

"We do have a very substantial presence in East
and Southeast Asia," says Professor Charles Irish,
Director of the Law School's East Asian Legal Studies
Center (EALSC). "People from the Law School who go
to Asia for the first time don't expect it. Their reaction
is something like, 'Wow! Everyone knows us here!' "

How did this Asian presence come about? "Not
by accident," Irish says. "There is a lot of talk about
globalization and Internet communications making
the world smaller, but you have to go there - to meet
with people and build up a relationship that can be
the base for future remote connection."

Irish has been practicing just what he preaches for
more than 20 years now. Going places and building
up relationships is one of his great talents.

The Law School has active contacts in Korea,
Japan, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand, and Cambodia.

"We have spent a lot of time building strong rela-
tionships with great people at universities, NGOs, and
government ministries," Irish says.

He went to Asia for the first time - to Taipei -
in "1982 or 1983. I was really impressed with the



Professors Chuck Irish, left, and John Ohnesorge share a long-standing interest in Asia. Both travel to Asia
frequently, taking UW law students and professors to study and teach in numerous Asian cities where the Law
School has well-grounded programs. "Chuck has limitless energy for this," says Ohnesorge. "He has a tremen-
dous network of contacts that he has built up over the years."
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energy of the Taiwanese and their commitment to
education - these two things," he recalls. "In
Wisconsin, we were very Euro-centric at that time:
most of our international work was with Europe - it
was called 'trans-Atlantic relations.' I came back from
Asia and I thought, 'We're selling our students short.
We need to at least develop a presence in East Asia.' "

The first Asian countries with which the Law
School made connections were Japan, Korea, Hong
Kong, Singapore, and Taiwan. "There are very fasci-
nating political developments in this region," Irish
says. "Neither Korea nor Taiwan was an effective
democracy when we started working there. Japan was
probably the only functioning democracy in the
region." During the more than two decades that Irish
has been traveling constantly to Asia, he has seen the
Taiwanese and Koreans develop quickly maturing
economies and democracies.

"So many schools tell people 'we have programs in
Asia,' but they don't go there," Irish says. "When we
srarted going rhere, about 20 years ago, we were pretty
much alone with rhat approach. Now people are find-
ing out that it is a very important part of rhe world,
and it's competitive - just like American businesses.
You have to be entrepreneurial."

One element that helps the OW Law School suc-
ceed wirh its Asian connections is rhe participation of
the dean, Irish says. Dean Kenneth B. Davis, Jr. has
accompanied Irish on several Asian trips, giving ralks

in Beijing, Shanghai, Seoul, and Taipei, and negotiat-
ing bilateral agreements with his counterparts in East
Asian universiries.

"Dean Davis's involvement is very important,"
Irish says. "It's part of the relationship. The dean's pres-
ence shows rhat we have an institutional commitment
to the region; it enables us to have really great relations
with the besr universities."

Irish also meets Asian students and recruits rhem
for OW Law School graduate programs. "My philoso-
phy on student recruitment is a soft form of recruit-
ment," Irish says. "Our faculty will go to an Asian uni-
versity to give talks that are sufficiently interesting that
the students will take an interest in the OW Law
School. That is our principal form of recruitment."

Currently more than 60 students from Asia are
studying at the Law School, contributing their knowl-
edge of the laws of their own countries to class discus-
sions, and taking home an understanding of the U.S.
legal system. They are scholars and business entrepre-
neurs as well as attorneys.

Faculty who have traveled to Asia to give talks and
teach courses include Ralph Cagle, Larry Church,
Anuj Desai, Howard Erlanger, Keith Findley, Kathryn
Hendley, John Kidwell, John Ohnesorge, Fredericka
Paff, Gordon Smith, Susan Steingass, Gerald Thain,
and Cheryl Weston.

"Some of what we do is really unique," says
Professor John Ohnesorge, Assistant Director of the
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Center. "For example, we organize our own short
courses in Asia, with one Ot two of our professors
going to teach a mixed group of our students and stu-
dents from the host institution. I don't think any other
American law school does this for their J.D. students."

Ohnesorge adds, "In addition to the short course,
another thing we do is to send a lot of students indi-
vidually to Asia for longer periods - maybe more
than any other American law school. Students go with
independent research projects or ad hoc placements.
The Law School has a long-established summer intern-
ship program in Thailand to place students in Bangkok
law firms and international business firms. That's really
unique: I've never heard of another law school in the
U.S. that does that."

UW law students and their counterparts from Thammasat University
in Bangkok, January 2005. The UW students were in Thailand to
participate in one of the Law School's numerous Asian study trips,
this one led by Professor John Ohnesorge.

He continues, "Another thing we do is train
people in Asia on American law or international law.
Our Shanghai Judges Program is probably the most
substantial one like it in the U.S. Other schools might
host a couple of visiting Chinese judges or fly over an
American professor to give a lecture on American law."
(See article, page 28.)

Ohnesorge attributes the vitaliry of the Law
School's Asian contacts to his colleague, Chuck Irish.
"Chuck has limitless energy for this," he says. "He is
in Asia all the time when he's not teaching. He has a
tremendous network of contacts that he has built up
over the years, and this unbelievable energy for the
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center. That's how he built it."
Irish, in turn, is enthusiastic about Ohnesorge's

contribution. "John and I complement each other very
well," he says. "He is truly an expert on the region,
and what he and I envision is that his role will grow.
His research on law and development and on compar-
arive administrative law are very important contribu-
tions to the reputation of Wisconsin, and his familiari-
ry with the region gives him great credibiliry with stu-
dents. He has already made major contributions in our
Shanghai Judges and other programs."

Irish also gives credit to his longtime EALSC core
sraff. "I'm very proud that Susan Katcher, Ethel Pellett,
and I have worked together since the center was founded
in April 1990. It's been the three of us, and in 2005 we
celebrated our IS-year anniversary. Thar is my number-
one source of pride: that we shared it equally."

The Law School's newest Asian-related program is
the Wisconsin International Corporate Governance
Initiative (WICGI), dedicated to improving the qualiry
of corporate governance internationally through
research, teaching, and collaborative projects involving
institutional investors, academics, business and finan-
cialleaders, regulators, and other interesred parties,
especially in emerging markets. ''The inspiration for
this initiative came directly from Dean Ken Davis,"
says Irish. "I put the people together, but the intellec-
tual spark was his."

The first significant activity for WICGI was a
conference in Taipei on April 6 and 7, 2006, co-spon-
sored and funded by Fuhwa Financial Holding
Company, bringing together international institutional
investors, Taiwan government regulators and policy
makers, and representatives of the Taiwanese business
communiry. The conference provided an overview of
the regulatory, business, cultural, and other factors that
affect Taiwanese companies' access to and cost of capi-
tal, and provided an opportuniry to discuss what can
and cannot be done to provide better access to interna-
tional capital for Taiwanese companies. Numerous
institutional investors, including Hermes (UK fund
manager), ABP (Nerherlands), TIAA-CREF, and
Capital Group were involved. For more information,
see www.law.wisc.edu/ealsclwicgi.

The concept of "putting the people together"
might be a suitable motto for the way the Law School
operates in Asia. As Chuck Irish says about his 20
years of work in the Asian arena, "What we can be
most proud of is that we were right in the vibrancy of
Asia and its importance to the American economy, and
we have been successful in taking a lot of people from
Wisconsin to Asia, and a lot of people from Asia to
Wisconsin." •

http://www.law.wisc.edu/ealsclwicgi.


THE ASIAN CONNECTION
MEET PROFESSORS WHO HAVE BUILT THE UW LAW PRESENCE IN ASIA

w: Lawrence (Larry) Church, who
received his B.A. from Amherst
College, graduated from the UW
Law School in 1963. He began his
international-law teaching career in
Ethiopia as a Peace Corps volunteer,
practiced law in Milwaukee, and

joined the UW law faculty in 1968.
In a career of worldwide teaching, Church has

traveled to Asia numerous times as a lecturer and
legal adviser, most recently in China and Indonesia.
He was a founder and mainstay of the Law School's
summer program for international students on the
fundamentals of American law, and has taught the
Introduction to American Law course for graduate
students from Asia and other countries since its
inception in 1990.

Cliff Thompson, Professor and
Dean Emeritus of the Law School,
earned A.B. and J.D. degrees from
Harvard, and an M.A. from Oxford
University, where he was a Rhodes
Scholar. He joined the Law School
faculty in 1983.

Thompson began his long career of internation-
al service in Africa, and first traveled to Asia in
1973. His research interests center on lawyers, law,
and social change in developing countries; his course
offerings include comparative law, international
development, and African and Asian Law.

Thompson lived in Indonesia from 1993 to
1997 and again from 2000 to 2004, serving as legal-
education adviser to the University of Indonesia and
a consortium of 28 law schools. He concurrently
served as an adviser on new laws to the Indonesian
Ministry of Justice.

Most recently, in February 2006, Thompson
was an invited presenter at the University of
Washington in Seattle, at a conference for Afghan
Law School deans.

Center for Asian Legal Exchange at Nagoya
University, and testified in July 2005 before the U.S.
Congressional-Executive Commission on China.
(See www.law.wisc.edu/news/main.php?ID=834 for
the full testimony.)

Charles Irish, Director of the East
Asian Legal Studies Center
(EALSC), earned his B.A. from
Columbia University and his law
degree from Vanderbilt. After
practicing law in California, he
became an adviser to the Zambian

Ministry of Finance for two years before joining
rhe UW Law School faculty in 1974. His specialty
is the law of taxation.

A connection that Irish made while serving in
Africa led to years of tax-advising work for less-
developed nations. When he first traveled to Asia,
the strong impression that this part of the world
made on him led him to focus his career on Asia as
well as on tax law.

Irish's list of publications include work on taxa-
tion - corporate, income, and international - and
the book Tax Reform Issues in Developing and New
Industrialized Countries. In 2005, he co-authored an
article with his son, Rob, on economic relations
between China and the U.S., which was published
in the Journal of World Trade (Vol. 39, No.4).
Robert W Irish '99 is an international trade lawyer
in Washington, D.C.

John Ohnesorge, Assistant Director
of the EALSC, is an authority on
the development of the legal systems
of Northeast Asia. He joined the
UW Law School faculty in 2001,
and specializes in Asian law, busi-
ness organizations, administrative

law, and economic development and the law.
Ohnesorge holds a ].0. from the University of

Minnesota and an S.J.D. degree from Harvard Law
School. He has lived in China, Korea, and Japan,
and dates his interest in Asia back to his childhood
in Minnesota: "I had a very good friend when I was
growing up who was Chinese-American, and I used
to hang out a lot with his family. That sparked an
interest in China."

Ohnesorge traveled to China both as an under-
graduate at St. Olaf College and as a law student,
and spent nearly four years practicing law in Seoul,
Korea, in an international business practice.

He was a visiting researcher in 2005 at the
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THE SHANGHAI JUDGES PROGRAM:
BRIDGING THE CHINESE AND U.S. JUDICIARIES

Judges from Dane County opened their courtrooms to their counter-
parts from Shanghai for the third successive year of the Judicial Skills
Training Program organized by the UW Law School. During three
weeks filled with activity, members of the Wisconsin judiciary and the
Law School faculty shared their expertise on substantive and proce-
dural topics with the Chinese judges.

l'J
Z-c
I
3:
>-oz
U

In2005, the highly successful Shanghai Judges
Program brought its third group of Chinese judges

to Madison for a Judicial Skills Training Program
jointly offered by UW Law School faculty and the
Wisconsin judiciary.

Twenty judges from Shanghai traveled to
Madison for a three-week stay. Law professors gave
lectures in their areas of expertise, on substantive and
procedural topics of particular relevance to the judici-
ary. Several state and federal judges in Madison wel-
comed the judges into their courtrooms and, when
possible, met with the visitors before court sessions to
give introductions to what they would be seeing.

The judges (12 men, 8 women) came from three
levels of courts in Shanghai.

For nearly all, this was their first visit to the
United States. The Shanghai High People's Court
covers all costs for the judges program.

The program has earned high marks from all who
participate, with Wisconsin judges who took part in
the inaugural year enthusiastically signing on to repeat
the experience.

"The Judicial Skills Development Program is a
significant part of the Law School's extensive and con-
tinuing efforts to engage China and assist in China's
movement toward a more rule-based economy,"
comments Professor Charles Irish, Director of the
East Asian Legal Studies Center.

Professor John Ohnesorge, the center's Assistant
Director, adds, "The Shanghai Judges Program is
probably more substantial than anything that other
American law schools are doing along these lines, and
it's an excellent bridge between the Law School and
the judiciary here in Wisconsin."

The judges also traveled to Minneapolis, visiting
the Hennepin County Court, Federal District

Courthouse, Minnesota Supreme Court,
and the law firm of Briggs & Morgan.

The first part of the annual
exchange takes place in August, when
Professor John Ohnesorge conducts ses-
sions in China, accompanied by one
Wisconsin judge and one teacher of
English as a Second Language. Judges
who have participated are Michael
Nowakowski, Mary Ann Sumi, and
David Flanagan.

The fourth Shanghai Judges
Program is scheduled for Fall 2006.

In addition, this year, a highly com-
petitive grant process resulted in funding
from the UW-China Legal Cooperation
Fund to support a full semester of
coursework, research, and court observa-
tions for two Shanghai judges, to begin
in Fall 2006.

A third innovative program is the
seminar in Municipal Government
Administration, which brings approxi-
mately 20 government workers from
Shanghai's Xuhui District to Madison
for a two-week training program on
incorporating efficiency and profession-
alism into municipal administration.
Fully funded by the Shanghai Xuhui
District, it is in its third year, set to
repeat in mid-August. •
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ASIAN CONNECTIONS •
AT WORK FOR STUDENTS

L----- __ ~

Two students whose careerswill focus on Asia talk about what the Law
School'sAsian connections have meant to them.

LEAH LARSON-
RABIN '07

I'ma huge fan of the Law
School's Asian programs and

the East Asian Legal Studies
Center, and I feel very, very
lucky to be here and have
access to the center.

I majored in Chinese as
an undergraduate, and then worked in West Africa
with the Peace Corps. When I moved to Wisconsin
with my husband and applied to law school at the U'Jlf,
I already knew about the center: it was a gteat draw. The
fall of my first year, I went in and expressed an interest
in Asia, which has led to some great experiences.

I have gone to Asia three times in connection with
the center. The first time was with Professors Gordon
Smith and Anuj Desai for the course in Internet
Law/Venture Capitalism that they taught in Beijing. I
went to Taiwan, in my capacity as Editor-in-Chief of
the Wisconsin International Law journal, to a conference
on international legal education that Professor Irish
organized there. Finally, this January, I participated
in Professor Ohnesorge's law and development course
in Xiamen.

I am working on a dual degree with the La
Follette School of Public Affairs, and I'll be graduating
with the two degrees a year from this spring. I hope to
spend this summer in Shanghai, either teaching or
working for a law firm - both opportunities facilitated
by Professors Irish and Ohnesorge. When I graduare
next year, my husband and I are planning to move to
China for twO years. Since I'm specializing in Asia and
China, I need some time there to become truly profi-
cient in the Chinese legal system. I plan to research
access-to-justice issues for vulnerable populations, and
legal reform in the long term.

International law at Wisconsin has been an exact
fit for my interests. I have benefited extraordinarily
from the resources and the professors here. I couldn't
have ended up in a better place to study law and legal
reform in China.

MATI LEVY'06

The East Asian Legal
Studies Center has sent

me to China twice in the last
three years. The first time I
went was in the summer after
my first year, and I was an
intern in the foreign-affairs
office of a municipal branch

of the Shanghai government. This was a fantastic expe-
rience since internships of these types are very rare.

Non-Chinese people do not typically get the
chance to see the Chinese government operate from
the inside out. The experience gave me a great feel
for how that sector of the government was run, and
it helped me make some contacts that I hope I can
use in a professional capacity in the coming years.
The Law School has a unique relationship with this
district, and I feel very fortunate to have been a part
of that pilot program.

More recently, I joined the trip to Xiamen, China,
this past January. A group of 12 UW students and
Professor Ohnesorge went to Xiamen University Law
School to participate in a week-long seminar on
Chinese law and development. We studied with an
equal number of Chinese law students, which provided
a really interesting and lively learning environment.

Currently, I tutor five Chinese and Taiwanese
M.L.I. students through the center. This gives me a
great chance to continue using my Chinese language
skills (so I don't lose them), and also allows me to meet
and help out a great group of foreign lawyers. I also
hope to use these contacts in a professional capacity if
and when I have the chance to practice law with a
China focus in the future.
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