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Andy Meehan ’07

Andy came to law school after
spending more than six years in
the air force in the U.S. and the
Middle East. He enjoyed the
challenge of a military-school
undergraduate education and
of his graduate work at
Harvard, and he is now relishing
his academic and hands-on
experiences in law school.

Hometown: Janesville, Wisconsin

Undergraduate Institution:
U.S. Air Force Academy

Undergraduate Major:
Master’s in Public Policy, Harvard
University
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When Andy Meehan decided
to attend the U.S. Air Force
Academy and subsequently joined
the air force, he was the first in his
family to choose this career path.

“My entire family are educa-
tors,” Meehan says. “My mother
was a math teacher, and my father
was an elementary school principal
in Janesville. My brother and all my
mother’s brothers are teachers. I was
somewhat of a black sheep in the
family when I joined the military.”

It all began when, as an eighth
or ninth-grader on a family vaca-
tion, he saw the Colorado campus
of the Air Force Academy and “fell
in love with it.” He was also drawn
to the program. “I was quite self-
disciplined,” he says, “and the chal-
lenge of this environment attracted
me. I didn’t want to look back 20
years later and wonder if I could
have done it.”

When Meehan graduated, he
took up another new challenge.
“The Air Force gave me the oppor-
tunity to go to Harvard for two
years, to the Kennedy School of
Government, in a liaison program
they have. That was an eye-opening
experience. As good as the education
is at Harvard, I think I picked up as
much from the people around me as
I did from the textbooks.”

Meehan found that his
Harvard years made him eligible
for a wide range of jobs in the Air
Force. “I ended up working for the
Air Force Office of Special
Investigation — the FBI within the
Department of Defense.” He spent
two years each in Los Angeles,
Phoenix, and Washington, D.C.,,
and six months each in Kuwait
City and Amman, Jordan. “I prob-
ably learned more in Kuwait and
Jordan than in the rest of my career
put together,” he reflects. “It’s really
interesting to be immersed in a
culture like those two: they have
different priorities, different ways
of looking at the world. I still have

friends I write to in both countries.”

He adds, “The work is called
counterintelligence, but what it boils
down to is relationship-building
with our counterparts overseas: the
Kuwaiti police, Kuwaiti military,
local intelligence organizations, and
the same in Jordan.”

When Meehan decided to
move on to a new chapter, he
chose law school. “I've always
enjoyed the law,” he says. “It was
the one aspect of my job that I was
really enthralled with. As a math
major, I'm sure that the logic of
law had something to do with it.
And it’s a great way to make a posi-
tive difference for people.”

He narrowed his choice to five
law schools, including Wisconsin.
All five offered him scholarships.

“I enjoyed looking at those schools
and considering their offers,” he
says. “But I always knew that
Wisconsin was the place that I
wanted to come back to. I can’t
imagine that many people who
visit here don’t want to come here:
it’s such a great environment.”

Now in his second year,
Mechan says he has “genuinely
enjoyed the academic process,” and
also his ongoing clinical work in
the Wisconsin Innocence Project.
“One of the big reasons I wanted
to come to Wisconsin was to do
programs like that,” he says. In
addition, he found time to train for
Ironman Wisconsin and made the
news when, as a first-timer, he was
the top local finisher, in addition
to qualifying for the 2006 Ironman
World Championships in Hawaii.

For his second summer,
Meehan has accepted a clerkship at
Boardman Law Firm. After gradua-
tion, he is “probably fairly set on
staying in the upper Midwest,” he
says. “But I can’t say what opportu-
nities will come. It’s great how
many doors open up with a law
degree.”
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Joi Ridley is one motivated indi-
vidual. As an undergraduate at
Howard University in Washington,
D.C., she completed a double
major (journalism and political sci-
ence) and a double minor (African
American Studies and Legal
Communications) — and graduated
with honors in three years.

Ridley also took on challenges
during her summers as an under-
graduate. After her freshman year,
she spent the summer in Atlanta
(“where I knew no one”) as a
news-reporting intern with a
Knight Ridder newspaper, the
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer. At the
age of 18, she was the youngest
intern the newspaper had ever had.
She spent her second summer on a
government campaign, and her
third — after graduation — took
her immediately to New York City,
where she had been offered a posi-
tion with Money magazine.

Realizing that the political and
government-oriented journalism of
her undergraduate studies, rather
than financial journalism, was the
field she preferred, she returned to
Washington, to a position as assis-
tant editor for publications of the
Fleet Reserve Association. “I was
only 21 or 22 years old,” she says,
“and [ was working closely with the
Department of Defense. It was a
great experience.”

In late 2004, Ridley made the
decision that her family and friends
had seen coming for years. “I'd
always wanted to go to law school,”
she says. “I finally put my heart
into it.” She returned home to
Chicago, “to save up and for some
home time,” took the LSAT, and
put her writing skills to use for a
small private technology writing
firm, writing e-learning programs,
while she applied to law schools.

“I applied to a number of
schools — all in the Midwest,
because I wanted to be nearer
home. Out of all the schools,
Wisconsin made the best offer.

Then when I came for Admitted
Students Weekend, I thought,
“This is where I'm supposed to be.’

“My parents fell in love with
it,” Ridley adds. “I was one of two
people who brought my parents
with me. All three of us went to
the LEO Banquet.”

After her first semester in law
school, Ridley has already noticed
some changes in her thinking. “I
feel it happening,” she says. “I'm
starting to think like a lawyer —
that phrase we hear all the time. 1
question everything and see both
sides of everything.”

Ridley also includes her com-
munity service experiences as part
of a great fall semester. “BLSA [the
Black Law Students Association]
has had community service projects
that have allowed me to get out
and meet people. I volunteered a
couple days before Thanksgiving at
the Early Childhood Learning
Center, and some of us went to
West High School to talk about
college. We told the students, “You
can get to law school, you can get
to med school.”

Whichever career path Ridley
chooses, she knows that her jour-
nalism background will be part of
her work. “I've done broadcast
journalism and print journalism; I
know how to get the message
across. I plan to practice law, but
I'm also thinking about being a
legal correspondent, to help inter-
pret the law for laymen.”

Ridley cites public interest and
civil rights law as her main interests
at this stage, but she would also be
interested in working for a private
law firm. “That’s the great thing
about Wisconsin,” she says. “You
have so many options.”

One thing is clear: this
Chicago native has become a big
fan of Madison and the Law
School. “A year ago, I didn’t know
where I would be,” she says. “Now
I'm trying to recruit people.”
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When Joi decided to return
home to the Midwest for law
school, she brought experience
in government and journalism
gained in her years on the East
Coast. After she applied to sev-
eral schools and came to visit
Wisconsin, she thought, “This is
where | am supposed to be.”

Hometown: Chicago, lllinois

Undergraduate Institution:
Howard University

Undergraduate Majors: Journalism
and Political Science
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Jennifer Ullsvik '09

Jennifer was working in the field
of population health science when
she came to the conclusion
that law school was her next
logical step. The UW Law School
had just what she needed: a
health law specialty, and the
option of part-time study.

Hometown: Cedarburg, Wisconsin

Undergraduate Institution:
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Undergraduate Major: Medical
Microbiology and Immunology

Graduate Degree: MS, Population

Health Sciences, University of
Wisconsin-Madison

6 GARGOYLE Spring 2006

en Jennifer Commons
Ullsvik enrolled as an
undergraduate at UW-Madison,
her career plan was to become a
doctor.

“I was very interested in how
diseases affect people’s lives,” she
says, “so a major in medical micro-
biology fit in really well.”

As time went on, she discov-
ered simultaneously that “being
a doctor was not my ultimate
goal” and that the field she wanted
to pursue was “large-scale popula-
tion-based public health and edu-
cation — helping people to lead
healthier lives.”

As a graduate student, she
continued in this field, staying
in Madison after investigating
numerous schools of public health
and finding that the population
health sciences program at her own
alma mater was exactly suited to
her needs.

A turning point for Ullsvik
occurred when, fresh out of gradu-
ate school, she accepted a position
at the Wisconsin Department of
Health and Family Services
(DHES). “I started in the
Emergency Preparedness Program
within the Division of Public
Health, and then an opportunity
with the Tobacco Prevention and
Control Program became available.
Studying the behaviors of today’s
youth intrigues me.” Ullsvik says.
“With both topics, so many legal
issues came up. I had been interested
in science for a long time, but I
didn’t see the connection to law
until it came up within my work.”

Ullsvik remembers coming to
an unexpected conclusion: “I want
to go to law school.”

The UW Law School had
everything she was looking for: a
specialty in health law, and the
option of attending part-time. She
is still working full-time at DHFS,
and has an 11-month-old daughter
and a “wonderfully supportive”
husband, who is staying home to
take care of the baby.

“I was thrilled to get in,”
says Ullsvik, who started as a 1L
this fall. “And now that I'm here,
I've been surprised at how interest-
ing the core 1L classes are, even
topics that I did not think would
be.” In addition to legal aspects of
health law and policy development
in that area, she has found a new
interest in criminal law, which is
“totally different” from her previ-
ous studies.

“I was extremely scared and
nervous to come back to school
with a family,” she adds. “Classes
are challenging, but I am enjoying
them! And the best part was being
able to come here and find others
in similar positions. There are mar-
ried people with kids, and they go
to work as well. That helps a lot.”

Ullsvik’s law school career
will take her approximately four
and a half years as a part-time stu-
dent. When she receives her law
degree, she will probably stay in
the health area, either continuing
to work at DHES, perhaps as a
legal counsel, or elsewhere in a
hospital setting — but she is
keeping her options open.

Looking back at her unscripted
decision to apply to law school
after years of study in the sciences,
Ullsvik says, “I thought law school
would be a great fit. It’s been that
— and more.”



