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The Bosshards:
A father's example and its lifelong impact

T

he four
Bosshard
siblings are
living far apart
these days in
Wisconsin, Utah,
and Hawaii, but
their memories
of a special
childhood in the
small community
of Bangor,
Wisconsin, keep
them closely
John Bosshard '47
bonded. Growing
"He was taking over com- up in the home of
panies that had failed and John and Rylla
Bosshard was an
putting people back to
education
in
work. He loved to make
community
things work that weren't
involvement.
working."
"Our bedtime
stories were not so much fairy tales
as court cases or a community
project Dad was working on,"
recalls son John Bosshard III, a
retired judge living in Utah.
His father, John Bosshard,
born in 1920, had started life with
no material advantages. His own
father had died when the boy was
three, and his mother, who came
from a poor farm family, worked
hard to make ends meet and raise
her son during the Depression.
John discovered an interest in
government and public speaking
in high school, and went on to the
University of Wisconsin and then
the UW Law School. His law
school education was interrupted
by military service in World War
II, but he returned to graduate in
the Class of 1947. He continued
on to earn an M.B.A. at Harvard
Business School, and then he headed
back to Bangor, where he practiced
law until his death in 1990.
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"Not too many people
graduate from Harvard Business
School and then come back to
Bangor," comments daughter
Sabina Bosshard '73, owner
of Bosshard & Associates in
La Crosse. "But this was always his
intent. He felt that lawyers are an
important part of the community,
making things happen."
"Not too many people
graduate from Harvard
Business School and then
come back to Bangor."
Even when he opened the La
Crosse office with partner Phil
Arneson '42, John Bosshard kept
office hours in his Bangor office on
Wednesdays and Saturdays. "He
would explain things to people,"
Sabina says. "He was always there,
and he gave advice and didn't bill
for it the way we do today.
"He could have made more
money in our La Crosse office,"
Sabina adds.
In addition, John Bosshard
made use of his business acumen
and his many contacts in town, and
would often rescue a business that
was failing. "He was a very active
and successful entrepreneur," Sabina
says. "He had an interest in many
small businesses that he had made
successful through his own efforts.
"He fought to keep schools
from consolidating, to keep schools
in small communities. He also
fought to keep alive the cheese
cooperatives in the rural communities. He had a strong feeling for the
need in sociery for the small-town
community."
Sabina recalls that in the
1950s, there was one family of the
Winnebago tribe living in Bangor.
Her father accompanied the family

to Washington, D.C., to help fight
for their rights.
"My father was a role model
for helping people," reflects son Kurt
Bosshard, an attorney in Hawaii.
"He was taking over companies
that had failed and putting people
back to work. He loved to make
things work that weren't working."
Kurt recalls that the Bangor
law office phone came to the family home. "Often calls were fielded
by my mother or one of the children.
His work was his life, and it didn't
stay at the office, so it was our life,
too, because every story was
unfolding around us."
"He ran everything down in
the living room," says son Bill
Bosshard, a banker who lives in La
Crosse. "His pleasure was his work
and vice versa. He just thoroughly
enjoyed what he did in the La
Crosse and Bangor areas, and he
made some money along the way."
"He knew all the farmers and
knew all the farms, and it gave him
a lot of satisfaction to see people
succeed," says Sabina.
John and Rylla Bosshard met
during World War II at Stanford
University, where Rylla was a
student and John was taking an
officer-training course. Back in
Bangor, Rylla joined John in his
community projects while they
were raising their family. "She was
very important to everything he
did," says son John. "She was a
very intelligent woman, and she
was very involved and had a lot of
outside interests."
Because he credited his own
success in large part to the UW
Law School, John Bosshard
arranged to bequeath a major gift,
endowing the John and Rylla
Bosshard Professorship Fund.
(Continued on page 40)
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SanDee Priser '02: Investigating 'corporate
shenanigans'

and valuing a legal education

A

nyone who hears about the
job SanDee Priser had before
she came to law school knows that
she didn't need law school for the
excitement. Her work in Chicago
at Ernst & Young LLP as a manager
in the Technology and Security
Risk Services practice could easily
be part of a Hollywood scenario.
"Those were good times,"
Priser confirms. "We sometimes

went into offices in the middle of
the night - with the okay of
management,
of course." The goal
of these clandestine computer
forensics operations was to get an
image of hard drives belonging to
individuals whose activities were
under investigation. As a CP.A.
with a master's degree in accounting
science, Priser is an expert in ferreting out the secrets that computers
can tell about users who are trying
to cover their tracks.
"Computers are smarter than
their users," Priser comments.
Priser, now a senior manager
in Ernst & Young's Investigative
and Dispute Services group, still
has interesting adventures as she
investigates corporate fraud and
financial irregularities, which she
refers to informally as "corporate
shenanigans." Just as interesting,
though, may be her account of why
she came to law school, and why
she became a generous donor just
two years after she graduated.
"I did not grow up dreaming
of practicing law," Priser says, "but
I was always intrigued by legal
knowledge." One day she saw an
LSAT-preparation
book in a store,
bought it for the puzzles (really),
decided to take the LSAT, came
out with a high score, and realized,
"I could actually go to law school."
She sent in some applications, and
started receiving acceptance letters.
She chose the UW Law School

partly because, although she had
grown up in Illinois, she had many
relatives in Wisconsin. In addition,
she was impressed by the Law in
Action approach. "One of the
professors was talking about it
on Admitted Students Weekend,"
she says, "and it seemed like the
common-sense
approach - so
perfect for the Midwest: 'How
does the law work in real life?' "
As an enrolled student, she
was "very favorably impressed.
There was a spirit of congeniality
and collegiality. The professors were
very friendly and approachable. Not
that they were easy; they just had a
lot of respect for students."
Priser's Law School experience
changed her life in significant ways.
"They say law school changes the
way you think - it does," she says.
''After UW Law, if I see something
wrong, I feel more compelled to see
that things are set right."
She also looks back with
appreciation on her first-year small
section, which was the source of
lasting friendships. ''A group of five
of us are still in touch," she says.
Yet another major result of her
Law School experience was her
introduction
to an important
mentor: Kathryn Oberly '73, vice
chair and general counsel at Ernst
& Young. Priser had attended a
Law School reception where she
met Dean Ken Davis, and when he
heard of Priser's affiliation with
Ernst & Young, he said, "We have
an alum there - Kay Oberly. Say
hello to her for me."
Priser did not expect to cross
paths with the highly placed
Kathryn Oberly, but she sent her
an e-mail, and much to her surprise,
Oberly responded right away. "She
became the best mentor I could
have wanted," Priser says, "and she
was one of the first to mention to

me the
responsibility
to give back
to the Law
School."
At Ernst
& Young,
Priser does
not practice as
an attorney,
but her legal
education is a
great advantage. "So
many of our
clients' issues
are legal
issues," she
says, "so

San Dee Priser '02

"They say law school
changes the way you
think - it does. After
UW Law, if I see something wrong, I feel more
compelled to see that
things are set right."

having a legal
education
helps me
provide better
client service from the accounting
and investigation perspectives."
Priser's appreciation of her

legal education led her to begin
giving back to the Law School not
long after she graduated. She notes
that Ernst & Young encourages
giving on the part of its employees.
"My firm has always said that a
part of being a good citizen is
giving back - however you can,"
she says. Her firm matches her
contribution,
doubling its value
for the Law School.
"We all have everyday spending
priorities," she says, "but it's important to realize that the value we
received from UW Law didn't stop
at graduation. It continues to grow
with every day that we are successful
in our careers. Look at the value:
if you're continuing to receive it,
then you should continue giving
back to the Law School to ensure
that others have the same great
experience." •
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The Gift of a Scholarship
Three donor-and-student
pairs
talk about what their scholarships
have meant to them.

W

ith higher education growing
more expensive every year, students and their families quickly become
familiar with debt-load calculations
and loan-payoff schedules.
Scholarships often are the cornerstones on which students build
their dreams. The quest for such
awards can obscure the fact that
those who have established the scholarships are real people with a desire
to help new generations on their professional journeys.
Let's put faces to three
scholarships: the donors who have
made the awards possible and the
students using those precious
resources to get the most from their
Law School education.

A scholarship such as this would
always be important and meaningful,
but especially with the federal loans
not coming through, this has truly
helped my peace of mind.

- Nicole Robbins

O.K. Johnson, Jr. is a 1955 Law
School graduare who admits he
wasn't a grind while attending
classes. His O.K. Johnson
Scholarship is intended to help
promising students to focus on
their educations so they won't have
to do things he did - like tend bar,
drive a cab, and work for a ep.A. to help pay for his education and
social life.
"My parents, while not
wealthy by any measure, were able
to help me cover my expenses," he

says, before discussing his outside
work that paid the bills. "I think
maybe if I had had a scholarship or
been dependent on grants, I might
have worked harder in law school."
The benefits of giving are
more than ephemeral, Johnson
says. "It might sound like a cliche,
but I believe truly that as one gives,
one receives. I am happy that I
have been able to have some good
luck in my life, and I have been
able to help others reap some of
the benefits as well," he says.
"Those of us with the ability to
give are able to spread good cheer
and happiness. One gets a genuine
thrill out of knowing we have been

I just want to say thank you to
the Zillmans and all the alumni who
give scholarships. They do change
people's lives for the better. I hope
at some point to be able to return
the favor for another generation
of students.

Currently, I am participating in the
Neighborhood Law Project and will
be interning for the Wisconsin Court
of Appeals, Third District. The clinical experiences have allowed me to
develop the everyday skills I need
as a lawyer."

Helping ease the load
Donor: O.K. Johnson, Jr.
Recipient: Nicole Robbins

- Nicholas Roedl
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able to help someone on the path
toward a better life."
The O.K. Johnson Scholarship
is currently held by Nicole
Robbins, a second-year student
from Brown Deer, Wisconsin.
"This scholarship means a lot
to me," she says. "Ever since my
undergraduate days at Marquette
University, coming from an economically disadvantaged background, I've had to work hard to
be able to pay for school. My mom
instilled a strong work ethic in me,
so I've always been able to make
my way.
"I've done a lot of volunteering,
too, to give back to the community,"
Robbins says. "Entering my second
year of law school, my obligations
were piling up, so this scholarship
from Mr. Johnson has really made
a big difference."
Robbins double-majored in
human resources management and
marketing in the College of Business
Administration at Marquette. She
had worked on project-related jobs
in human resources to help pay for
her education.
This academic year, scholarships mean more for many students
because the federal government's
low-interest Perkins loan program
was not funded, she says.
''A scholarship such as this
would always be important and
meaningful, but especially with the
federal loans not coming through,
this has truly helped my peace of
mind," Robbins says.
This spring, in addition to
carrying a full load, Robbins will
start early in her term as a summer
associate with the Milwaukee law
firm of Lindner & Marsack S.c.,
which specializes in labor and
employment issues.
"I truly appreciate Mr.
Johnson's gift to the school and
students like me," Robbins says.
"It's really relieved my stress. I
encourage all alumni to give back,

because it helps students like me to
achieve our dreams."

Carrying on a family
tradition
Donor: The Zillman family
Recipient: Nicholas Roedl
Donald Zillman, the Edward
Godfrey Professor of Law at the
University of Maine, hails from a
family that boasts five UW degrees.
His late father, Theodore, received
his B.A. in English in 1926 and
had a long career on campus rhat
culminared in his working for the
UW Foundation. His brother,
Richard, earned an undergraduate
degree and M.B.A. in marketing.
The family established the Zillman
Family Scholarship in the Law
School in the late 1980s.
"It's a very good feeling for
our entire family, knowing that
we're helping a new generation,"
Donald Zillman says. "My mom
and dad were incredibly devoted
to the university and the UW
Foundarion, and that's something
we've carried on."
As someone who has spent his
career in higher education - he
has been dean of the Maine Law
School in addition to teaching
there - Zillman knows how valuable scholarships and other forms
of aid are to today's students.
"One of the quiet trends of
our time is the shrinking public
support for higher education," he
says. "I know that in my seven
years (at the UW), I was fortunate
enough that with some scholarship
assistance and working during the
summers, I was able to graduate
from law school with no debt.
That's nearly impossible these days."
Those considering their family
legacy would do well to consider
establishing a scholarship, Zillman
says. "If you talk about living memorials, setting up a scholarship in my

mind means a lot more than a huge
tomb, a big headstone, or a vault in
a mausoleum somewhere," he says.
"It's one way for the family name to
live on in a productive fashion."
This year's recipient of the
Zillman scholarship is Nick Roedl,
a third-year law student and
member of the Wisconsin Law
Review from Beaver Dam,
Wisconsin. "My scholarship was
one of the reasons I decided to go
to school here," says Roedl, who
earned his undergraduate degree
in mechanical engineering at the
UW and had applied to other law
schools before choosing Wisconsin.
"It's a big help, keeping things
manageable for me."
Besides the obvious financial
assistance, Roedl appreciates the
honor of holding the Zillman
scholarship.
"It's nice to feel like you've
earned something by working hard
in school as an undergraduate," he
says. "That sense of being rewarded
for good work is a real motivator."
The scholarship award came
at the right time for him. "I went
from getting my undergraduate
degree in May 2002 right into law
school the next semester, so I didn't
have any money built up," Roedl
says. "I did have income from summer jobs, but nothing like what it
would take to pay for law school.
I was probably going to go to law
school anyway, but my scholarship
did help make my decision easier."
This is Roedl's last semester
in law school, and he already has
accepted a position with the
intellectual property group of
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP in
Milwaukee. "I just want to say
thank you to the Zillmans and all
the alumni who give scholarships.
They do change people's lives for
the better. I hope at some point
to be able to return the favor for
another generation of students."
(Continued on page 40)
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Honoring a loved one
Donor: The family of Christine
Ebert '96
Recipient:
Latrice Pinson
Christine Ebert, a 1996 graduate of
the Law School, was working for
the Boston law firm of Sullivan &
Wooster, as well as expecting
her second child, when she died
suddenly in April 2000.
Her parents, John and Judith
Ebert, established the Christine
Ebert Memorial Scholarship at
the Law School in her honor. It is
awarded to women who have
demonstrated financial need, a
commitment to public service, and
a history of volunteerism, and who
are enrolling in law school after
some life experience.
"We specifically wanted to call
attention to Christine's strong,
consistent history of volunteerism,"
John Ebert says. "She first volunteered at a camp for disabled
children, when she wasn't much
more than a child herself, and she

continued to volunteer for various
causes throughout her high school
and college years."
Judith Ebert recalls that
"Christine was a joy, always so
positive and energetic. She was a
role model for her family, friends,
and colleagues, and we hope that
the creation of the Christine Ebert
Memorial Scholarship will inspire
others to reach for their highest
goals, all the while remembering
those less fortunate and in need."
The current recipient of the
Christine Ebert scholarship is
Latrice Pinson, a second-year law
student from Milwaukee. She is
grateful for the assistance the
Eberts have made possible, and
she's committed to the sorts of
volunteer activities the award
intends to foster.
"I have been a mentor at the
Spring House Boys Group Home,
a tutor for Madison West High
School, and a mentor for the Big
Brothers/Big Sisters Program of
Dane County," Pinson says. "Also,

Interested in reading about the U.S.
News & World Report rankings?
Here are some links.
America's Best Graduate Schools Law Methodology
www.usnews.com/usnewsiedu/grad/rankingsiabout/05Iaw

_meth_brief.php

Stephen P. Klein & Laura Hamilton, The Validity of the U.S. News and
World Report Ranking of ABA Law Schools (February 1998),
www.aals.orglvalidity.htm
I
David A. Thomas, The Law School Rankings are Harmful Deceptions,
40 Houston L. Rev. 419 (2003),
www.houstonlawreview.org/archive/hlrtoc40n2.htm
Brian Leiter, The U.S. News Law School Rankings: A Guide for the
Perplexed (May 2003),
www.utexas.edu/law/faculty/bleiter/rankings/guide.htm
I
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during winter and summer break,
I volunteer a few hours on the
weekend to serve food at soup
kitchens and help clean at shelters
in both Madison and Milwaukee."
Pinson's experiences in the
community have contributed to
her Law School path. "Currently,
I am participating in the
Neighborhood Law Project and
will be interning for the Wisconsin
Court of Appeals, Third District.
The clinical experiences have
allowed me to develop the everyday
skills I need as a lawyer."
All of these donors and students
provide proof of the ways that
private support helps to build a
better tomorrow.
- Chris Dul're,
UW Foundation

(Bosshard, continued from page 36)
The professorship, designated for a
distinguished member of the Law
School faculty with significant
stature in the academic community,
is held by the Law School's
renowned scholar Marc Galanter
(featured in an article on page 30).
John Bosshard felt that the UW
Law School was the springboard of
his success, says his son John.
"Maybe that was where he gained
his confidence."
"He felt that the Law School
gave him a boost more than anything else," recalls Bill.
"He determined that the
university and the Law School had
given him an opportunity to do
well for himself and his family,"
says Kurt, "and this was his way of
giving back."
"He believed that he had been
given an incredible opportunity by
being able to get an education at the
university and go to law school,"
says Sabina. "He thought that to
be a lawyer was the highest calling."

