STUDENT LIFE
",V,Then Christina

Fredette was
three years old, growing up
in Fairfax County, Virginia, she
saw a performance of the ballet
The Nutcracker on television and
told her parents, "That's what I
want to do when I grow up." And
Christina did in fact become a
talented and disciplined ballerina,
with the opportunity
to make
dance her career.
As college-application
time
approached, she had a big decision
to make. "I chose college over
becoming a professional dancer,"
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Christina Fredette '05
Christina's first passion was dance:
she was a talented ballerina as a child.
In college, she discovered business
and technology. She now enjoys an
uncommonly wide range of interests,
from business, law, and technology to
creative writing, dance, and painting.

Home: Fairfax County, Virginia
Undergraduate
of Iowa

work: University

Undergraduate

major: Psychology

Additional graduate degree:
Master's in Management
Information
Systems

she says.
Pursuing a liberal-arts education, but still strongly committed
to dance, she needed a college that
met many requirements. "I wanted
to go to a big school that was far
away, with strong departments in
psychology, creative writing, and
dance - it had to have all three."
Her choice: the University of Iowa,
whose noted Writers' Workshop
was a big draw because, in addition
to her dancing, she has always
painted and written poetry.
While at the university, she
developed a strong interest in
business, managing to fit business
classes into her undergraduate
schedule. After graduation she
returned to the Washington, D.C.,
area and immersed herself in the
technology and business worlds:
while working at a company developing software, she took business
and technology classes at night
and earned a master's degree in
management information systems.
Christina became fascinated
with the interaction among business,
technology, and the law. "We were
developing software," she says,
"and I was intrigued by the legal
implications of software development and business transactions."
Thus her next step became clear:
law school.
Her choice of Wisconsin was
both a strategic and "gut" decision,
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she says. "It was strategic in the
sense that I wanted to go to a top
law school that was nationally
recognized, and I had loved my
time in the Midwest. It was a gut
decision because I visited several
schools, and when I came here,
I absolutely loved it. I loved the
people, the atmosphere, and the
Law in Action approach. It was a
place where I could see myself
being happy."
Now, as a third-year law
student about to graduate, she
confirms that she made the right
choice. "I'm very happy. I really
enjoy being a 3L and being able to
take classes I'm very interested in.
I've taken Entrepreneurship
Law, Biotechnology, Business
Transactions, and European Union
Law - a lot of business-focused
classes. I have also made some
wonderful friends."
And is Christina doing anything unrelated to law and business?
"I'm still painting," she says.
"Painting has gotten me through
the stressful times of law school."
Christina's interests in the law,
technology, and the arts overlap,
she says. "They each give me
strength to accomplish the others.
My business and tech background
gives me a new perspective on the
law. And my artistic and creative
background helps, too. Although
there is a lot of structure to the law,
there is room for creativity as well."
"The challenge," she says,
"is finding a balance among my
passions for art, business, and
the law."
What lies ahead after graduation? ''I'm not exactly sure yet,"
Christina says. "I can see myself in
the D.C. or Chicago area, but I'm
open to other options. I will most
likely be dealing with businessrelated issues." Will the arts continue to be an important
life? "Absolutely!"

part of her
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occer, travel, and research are all
a Fulbright studying sports and
closely interconnected for Miriti
society, and he gave me a brief
Murungi, a Baltimore native who
tutorial on how race factored into
learned as a teenager that he just
what leagues and sports South
can't stay in one place.
Africans followed.
When he was fourteen, his
"I did a lot of research looking
soccer team went to play in
through old South African newspaHolland, Denmark, and Belgium.
pers that actually covered black
In high school, he was on rhe
sport, and I was able to travel
Maryland state team that competed
through Mozambique, Zimbabwe,
in Ireland and Wales. In addition,
Namibia, Swaziland, Lesotho, and
in his early years, he traveled three
Botswana. I cobbled together a
times to visit his parents' home
picture of the world of black South
country of Kenya.
African athletes and the tribula"I became fascinated with the
tions they endured. The thesis was
histories of the places I visited," he
entitled, 'Politicizing the Playing
says, "but African history was at
Fields: The Development of Sport
the center of my interest, largely
as a Political Weapon in South
because of my ties to the continent."
Africa, 1948-1968.' "
He majored in history at
He earned honors on the thesis,
Wesleyan University in Connecand graduated with honors. "From
ticut, and spent a semester as an
that point, I knew that I needed to
exchange student at the University
go back to South Africa."
of Cape Town in South Africa.
Fast-forward to Miriti's second
"This was approximately four
semester at UW Law School - and
years after apartheid ended," he
he did go back, on the Law School's
says. "Study abroad in South Africa
exchange program with the
wasn't common at rhar point."
University of the Witwatersrand.
One of his two advisers in
The exchange, one of only two in
collegewas a South African historian,
the U.S., drew him to Wisconsin
and the second one spent a lor of
- as did the presence of Professor
time in Sourh Africa. "He kept
Heinz Klug, who has worked closely
telling me that South Africa was
with the post-apartheid South
ripe for research," Miriri recalls.
African government.
Miriti, who was captain of
Miriti has accepted a position
Wesleyan's soccer team, found that
in Washington, D.C., as an associate
soccer was a big help to him in
with King & Spalding, doing
Sourh Africa. "Soccer has been my
antitrust litigation and pro bono
way when I'm traveling to break
work assisting African asylum
rhrough barriers. Ir's one of those
seekers. Antitrust law is a key
international games that people say, factor in the new South African
'Oh - you play soccerr!' "
economy, and Miriti hopes ultiHe was named Most Valuable
mately to advise U.S. companies
Player in one tournament early in
interested in entering the South
his South African stay, and the next African market.
"This is the ten-year anniverthing he knew, his roommate said,
"The school team wants you to
sary of post-apartheid South
Africa," Miriti says. "They have a
play for them."
new constitution; a lot of their
Soccer was also the origin of
his college thesis in history. "I
laws are new. It really is 'a place
never really considered soccer as an
that's ripe for research.' And now
academic topic," he says. "One of
from where I am in life it's ripe for
my friends in South Africa was on
legal research."

S

Miriti Murungi '05
Miriti's interest in travel, history, and
sports led him twice to South Africa
as an exchange student in the early
days of post-apartheid.
Now he is
hoping to take his legal expertise to
the aid of newly emerging businesses
in South Africa.

Hometown: Baltimore, Maryland
Undergraduate work: Wesleyan
University

Undergraduate major: History

www.law.wisc.edu/alumni
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John Baggaley '05
With strong interests in both business
and philosophy, John found that law
was the field that would combine
them. His experience includes two
years of working as a Peace Corps
consultant with small businesses in
post-Communist
Moldova.

Hometown: Visalia, California
Undergraduate work:
Massachusetts

Institute of Technology

Undergraduate major:
Management

Science
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ohn Baggaley grew up in
California with one goal in
mind: "I had a big passion to be an
air force pilot," he says. "I wrote a
letter to the Air Force Academy
when I was in fifth or sixth grade,
asking what I should do to become
a pilot."
The air force wrote back.
"They told me grades, honors
classes, leadership, and sports," he
says. "I still have the letter."
Up until then, he had been a
poor student, he says. But he pursued
the guidelines with diligence. His
grades went up; he asked teachers to
let him into honors classesand they
did; he joined a number of clubs;
and he became active in sports.
"I had a goal," he says.
Ironically, John says, he never
did go to the Air Force Academy.
He received a senatorial nomination
to go there from Senator Alan
Cranston, but instead attended
MIT with a full navy ROTC
scholarship.
Another formative experience
took place when, as a college freshman, he was placed by mistake on
a list of graduating seniors who
were interviewing with JPMorgan.
By the time the error was discovered,
he had developed an interest in the
world of consulting.
"That opened a new door,"
John says. "Consultants solve so
many interesting problems."
During his sophomore year,
yet another new interest was
sparked: he began to read philosophy, and took classes in philosophy
and ethics for fun. He graduated
with a business degree and a
philosophy minor.
"I received several offers from
big-name consulting firms, but I
didn't know if I wanted to do the
Wall Street route," John says.
While he was struggling with his
decision, he saw an advertisement
for the Peace Corps, which was
looking for people with backgrounds
in economics to help out in the

former Soviet Union. "It was the
perfect opportunity," he says. "It
was a chance to do something
altruistic. "
After two years of working
with small businesses and NGOs
in post-Communist Moldova, John
returned to Boston, where Deloitte
Consulting had been holding a job
for him. Three years later, he faced
another decision: whether to earn
an M.B.A. or to enter academia
with a Ph.D. in philosophy.
He chose neither. He followed
the suggestion of a Peace Corps
co-worker, a retired attorney, and
chose law, which he saw as
combining the cerebral element
of philosophy with the practical
nature of business.
John was drawn to the UW
Law School because of its strong
liberal reputation and its tradition
of legal realism. "I was attracted to
the idea of going to a school with a
different approach to law - one
that was steeped in a philosophical
movement."
During his Law School career,
John has indeed combined the
cerebral with the practical. He won
the Berkovici Prize for jurisprudence
and legal philosophy after taking
Jurisprudence; worked with the
Neighborhood Law Clinic; clerked
for Justice Louis Butler through the
Judicial Externship Program;
worked for one summer for the
Electronic Privacy Information
Center in Washington advocating
for consumers; and especially
enjoyed "classes where we tend to
mix policy, theory, and social
justice with the black-letter lawI like mingling the two."
John's next move will be to
Washington, D.C., to join the
U.S. Senate Office of the
Legislative Counsel. He was one of
two attorneys hired from among
nine hundred applicants - a
success story that began with a
child's enterprising letter to the
air force.

STUDENT LIFE
Grissom Wins
Leonard Loeb
Scholarship

J

ennifer Grissom, a third-year
student at the University of
Wisconsin Law School, has been
named the recipient of the 2004
Leonard Loeb Scholarship in
recognition of her commitment
and achievements in the field of
family law.
The Loeb Scholarship was
created by the family of the late
Leonard Loeb, a 1952 graduate of
the UW Law School, who was a
former president of the State Bar of
Wisconsin and a recognized leader
in family law. The award is administered by the American Academy

C. Wade Harrison is the recipient
of the Godfrey & Kahn Fellowship.

Godfrey & Kahn
Establishes
Fellowship in Law

T

he law firm of Godfrey &
Kahn, S.c. has established
the Godfrey & Kahn Fellowship
in Law at the UW Law School.
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of Matrimonial Lawyers and
Fellows.
Grissom received the $2,500
award at the annual regional
meeting of the American Academy
of Matrimonial Lawyers in
November 2004 in Chicago.

The fellowship will provide a full,
three-year scholarship to one
student each year who enrolls in
the Law School as a participant in
the Legal Education Opportunities
Program, a student-organized
program that represents and
suPPOrtSstudents of color.
In addition to the three-year
scholarship, the Godfrey & Kahn
Fellowship in Law will provide
each law student with mentoring
by Godfrey & Kahn attorneys as
well as employment as a summer
associate at one of Godfrey &
Kahn's five offices. Scholarship
recipients are chosen by the Law
School in consultation with
Godfrey & Kahn's scholarship
committee based on merit, need,
and an interest in practicing law
in Wisconsin.
C. Wade Harrison, a firstyear student, has been selected as
the recipient of the first Godfrey
& Kahn Fellowship in Law.
Harrison is a 1995 graduate of

Loyola University of Chicago,
where he majored in psychology
and minored in African-American
and women's studies. He comes to
the Law School from a full-time
job working at the University of
Chicago Hospitals.
"Godfrey & Kahn's
Fellowship in Law will enable
talented and hard-working
students to pursue careers in law,"
says Rick Bliss, managing parmer
of Godfrey & Kahn.
"The University of Wisconsin
Law School and Godfrey & Kahn
scholarship committee collectively
agreed that Wade's strong interest
in community service and his
superior academic performance
qualified him as our first fellowship recipient," says Bliss.
"Ultimately, it is our hope to
help provide the state of
Wisconsin with successful
attorneys who have diverse
backgrounds and bring unique
perspectives to the legal field."

www.law.wisc.edu/alumni
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UW Law School
Wins Two Skadden
Fellowships

T

wo of the
twenty-five
newly named
national winners
of Skadden
Fellowships are
from the UW
Law School.
Samantha

Webb

Kading, a thirdyear student, and
Jessica
Shoemaker,

Samantha Webb Kading
(top photo) and Jessica
Shoemaker are newly
named winners of
Skadden Fellowships.

a

2004 graduate,
have each won
one of the fellowships, presented
annually to students or judicial
clerks who have
shown exceptional
promise in the
field of public
interest law.
Kading and
Shoemaker join
recent UW Law
School graduates

Cecelia Klingele
Honored by AWL

C

eceliaM.
Klingele 3L
was selected by
the Association
of Women
Lawyers to
receive the 2004
AWL scholarship,
in recognition of

Cecelia Klingele
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Victoria Selkowe '03 and Barbara
Zabawa '01 as winners of this
prestigious national fellowship.
This is the second time that
two UW Law students have won
in the same year: In 1993,
Gabrielle Lessard and Ricardo Soto
both received one of these highly
esteemed national awards.
"We are delighted that Jessica
and Samantha were selected and
that they will be able to contribute
their skills to communities in need
of legal services," says Dean
Kenneth B. Davis, Jr. "We are very
proud of them and honored that
not only one, but two, of the
coveted Skadden Fellowships went
to those from the UW Law School.
This is a testament to our excellent
students and the faculty who teach
and inspire them. I know that the
work that Samantha and Jessica
will do with their Skadden
Fellowships will be a true credit to
the UW Law School and an
invaluable benefit to the people
they assist."
The Skadden Fellowship
Foundation, established in 1988 by
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom, each year awards twenty-five
fellowships to graduating law

students and outgoing judicial
clerks. Fellows are provided a salary
and fringe-benefits package, with
the expectation of renewal for a
second year. The Skadden
Fellowship Foundation is governed
by a twelve-member board of
trustees composed of seven distinguished persons not affiliated with
Skadden, Arps; four partners from
the firm; and a second-year fellow.
Fellows are chosen in December of
each year and begin their work in
the following autumn.
Samantha Webb Kading, who
will be sponsored by the UWMadison Land Tenure Center and
by Wisconsin Judicare in Wausau,
will be working with the eleven
Native American tribes in
Wisconsin to promote the consolidation of landowner interests in
fractionated Indian trust land by
conducting an educational campaign
on land-transfer techniques and by
drafting land-transfer documents.
Jessica Shoemaker will work
with the Farmers' Legal Action
Group in St. Paul, Minnesota, to
advocate in defense of low-income
family farmers in minority communities around the country.

her academic excellence and outstanding service to the Law School
community and the community
at large.
Klingele is a May 1999
graduate of UW-Madison, with a
B.A. in history, history of culture,
and classical humanities. At the
Law School, she was the founder of
the Law School Family Association,
and has worked extensively with
the Children's Justice Project. She
has also been an active participant

in Law School clinical programs.
Klingele has volunteered
extensively with numerous community organizations that support
children's welfare. She served as a
foster parent for Dane County
Human Services for more than five
years during her university and
Law School years.
The AWL scholarship was presented formally to Cecelia Klingele
at the association's annual meeting
in Milwaukee in September.

