FROM THE EDITOR
Edward J. Reisner,
Assistant Dean for
External Affairs
Over the years .I have used this
column to write about a variety of
people, not always alumni .In thts
one, .I have chosen to write about
three women, none of whom had a
latv degree, but each ofwhom had
a role in thts schooL

Ellen Garrison
The first of these three women
played a major role in the school as
the spouse of Dean Lloyd Garrison
(1932-1945). I never met Mrs.
Garrison and know little about her
years here in Madison. I have
known the spouses of other deans,
however, and know that they do
playa major role - at least in the
social life of the school and in the
support of the deans who are so
important to our success.
One of my favorite stories
involves a dinner given by Dean
George Young and his spouse,
Lillian. The guests were members
of the State Building Commission,
and the occasion was an upcoming
meeting of the commission during
which the fate of a new law building would be determined. Both
George and Lillian told me about
the quantity of liquid refreshment
served at that dinner and the positive outcome of the subsequent
meeting. So I am sure that Mrs.
Garrison also played a large role in
her husband's success as dean. But
I write, rather, of a very small, but
unique, role she played long after
leaving Madison.
Years ago someone once mentioned to me that Ellen Garrison
had once played alongside Woody
Allen in one of his films. I kept
that fact in the back of my mind
until recently, when I found myself
standing next to Professor Gerty
Thain in the Law School's main
office. Gerry, for those of you who
don't know, is our resident trivia

Ellen Garrison strolls with her husband, Lloyd Garrison,
who was dean of the Law School from 1932 to 1945.
One of Ellen Garrison's claims to fame is her role in
Woody Allen's film Zelig.

expert - particularly on questions
relating to sports and entertainment. He immediately gave me the
name of the film, confirmed by the
Internet Movie Database: Ellen
Garrison was indeed a member of
the cast of Zelig in 1983. The
eighty-five-year-old
novice actress
played what appears to be her only
role in that film, as the older
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Dr. Eudora Fletcher. A somewhat
larger list of credits belongs to her
younger counterpart,
Mia Farrow.
Ellen Garrison passed away in
1995 at the age of ninety-seven.
She was preceded in death by her
spouse, Lloyd, in 1991.

Nellie Davidson
There are many who attended Law
School between 1941 and 1973
who, upon reading this name, will
immediately think of Nellie as the
"woman who ran the Law School."
I believe that they all think this
with great fondness, as Nellie was
the first person many met when
they came to school; she was the
one whom they went to when they
had academic or financial problems;
and some even found that Nellie
was the source of job information
that would lead to their first jobs
in the legal profession. Nellie
Davidson passed away this past
July at the age of ninety-one.
Nellie still ran the school's
main office while I was a student
here from 1969 until 1972, but by
then, she was training several people who would assume parts of her
duties as those duties expanded and
as she looked ahead to retirement.
Among them, she trained Gail
Holmes, who came to fill many of
Nellie's roles in the years after
Nellie retired. Nellie returned to
the school in 2002 to help celebrate Gail's retirement. The years
had slowed her step, but not her
mind. Quite recently, Emeritus
Professor Stu Gullickson stopped at
a restaurant in central Wisconsin,
near Nellie's retirement home in
Montello, and spotted a familiar
face across the room. As he
watched and tried to place her,
Stu saw an engaged and engaging
woman interacting with friends
and other customers as would a
much younger person.
Before Nellie retired, her
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was lobbying on
behalf of the
State Bar of
Wisconsin. At
that time there
was a major
court -reorganization proposal on
the table.
Frances Hurst
was a major
force for the
reorganization,
speaking for the
League of
Women Voters.
The diminutive
woman spoke
with a large,
knowledgeable
voice. I found
myself, a recent

Nellie Davidson "ran the law
school" for a long stretch between
1941 and 1973. In 2002, just one
year short of thirty years after her
retirement, she returned to the Law
School to attend the retirement
party of one of her chief successors, Gail Holmes.

daughter, Ruth Saaf, began her own
lengthy tenure in the Law School's
copy shop. Ruth's service went
from 1958 to 1995, giving mother
and daughter a combined total of
sixty-nine years working for the
success of the school!

Frances Hurst
Frances Hurst, a community
activist and the widow of Professor
J. Willard Hurst, died in October
2004. At her memorial service, two
distinct sides of Frances emerged:
one as the perfect complement to
her quiet, brilliant husband; the
other as a forceful, brilliant, and
successful person in her own right.
I first met Mrs. Hurst when I

children who went on to great
professional and personal success.
Wisconsin Chief Justice
Shirley Abrahamson told those
gathered at the memorial service
that, in another age, Frances would
have been a governor, U.S. senator,
or chief justice of the U.S. Supreme
Court. As the chief justice spoke, I
could imagine that somewhere
Willard must have been smiling.
Clearly this Law School is
more than merely its students and
faculty. Many other lives are blended
into the mix - staff, alumni,
friends and families, just to mention a few. These three women each
contributed to our success, and
each is now sorely missed .•

law graduate,
looking to her
for advice and
guidance. Clearly she knew more
about the subject than I did.
Our paths crossed occasionally
over the years. Frances was too busy
to spend a lot of time around the
law building, where her spouse was
the intellectual mainstay from 1937
until his retirement in 1981.
Professor Hurst passed away in
1997. Frances earned bachelor's
and master's degrees before marrying Willard in 1941 and another
master's in 1966.
She was a university administrator, an officer in the League of
Women Voters, and on the
Wisconsin Mental Health Advisory
Board. She served as a director of
the Dane County Mental Health
Center. She served on the State
Judicial Ethics Commission and the
Madison Board of Ethics. The list
of her civic involvements, achievements, and honors is so long as to
be almost unbelievable, but at her
memorial service, many testified
not only to its veracity, but to many
other accomplishments as well, not
the least of which was raising two

Frances Hurst greets her cousin Stephen Bright of the
Southern Center for Human Rights after his delivery of
the Fairchild Lecture in 2000. Hurst, the widow of
Professor J. Willard Hurst, had a list of achievements,
civic involvements, and honors so long that it was
"almost unbelievable."
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FROM THE EDITOR
MYSTERY PHOTO
The feature photo for this issue
shows five students around a
table in the lobby of the 1964
Law Building. The sign on the
table reads, "Phi Alpha Delta
Picnic Tickets Here." I can name
two of the five people. Let's see
how sharp-eyed you readers are.
Before revealing information
about the last mystery photo, I
need to add one name to the
mystery photo in the previous
issue (a group of students receiving honors from Dean George
Young in 1977, below). Bill
Chritton '45 called me recently
to fill in his son's name. Bob
Chritton '77 is second from
the right. This is important
to Bill and maybe to Bob, but
it is important to me to know
that someone must hold on to
back issues!

'
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In the most recent past
issue, our mystery photo showed
three women in the old courtyard reading Gilbert's outlines.
Judy Weseman '82 wrote to
identify herself as one of the
three (in the middle). She places
the photo in the spring of 1982,
near graduation, bur says, "I
didn't use the [courtyard] often,
and I don't remember the names
of the others. The photo must
have been staged for posterity!"

