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nthe spring of her first year at
the UW Law School, Sarah
Helvey met two classmates who
share her passion for child welfare
and juvenile justice.
"We all came to law school
to do public interest law-and
children's law in particular," Sarah
says, referring to her colleagues
Hannah Renfro-Sargent and
Notesong Srisopark Thompson.
Because there was no organizarion
devoted to their interests, the three
decided to start the Children's
Justice Project (C]P).
"We see children's law as an
area of law-like contracts law,
or constitutional law," says Sarah.
"The three of us are really passionate about this." Their goal: to make
a place for children's law at the Law
School, and to help other students
interested in having a career helping children. The C]P Web page
mission statement phrases their
purpose more formally: "to provide
an organizational structure for the
promotion of justice for children
and juveniles through interdisciplinary advocacy and study including
the rights of children and juveniles
in the legal, educational, health
care, and social services systems."
(See the Children's Justice Project
page on the Law School Web site:
www.sit.wisc.edu/ -cjp.)
CJP members have a keen eye
for opportunities available in the
community, both for themselves
and for their colleagues. "For
example," Sarah says, "a guardian
ad litem conference, job opportunities or volunteer opportunities,
clerkships-we put them on our
list-serve. "
Sarah, Notesong, and Hannah
are also Law School liaisons to the
board of the Children and the Law
section of the Wisconsin State Bar.
"It has been a great way to link the
Law School to practicing attorneys,"
Sarah says.
The CJP has hosted several

talks on topics such as juvenile
waivers to adult court, and has
even influenced the curriculum,
working with Clinical Professor
Ken Streit of the Remington
Center to bring back his course on
juvenile justice. The students credit
Streit and Clinical Professor
Gretchen Viney as sources of great
support and inspiration.
How did this specific interest
begin for Sarah? She remembers
that long before her college years,
she felt a special pull when she
heard about victims of child abuse.
Later, as a junior majoring in
psychology at the University of
Nebraska, she was taking a course
in Community Psychology when
she discovered that juvenile justice
is a specific field. "For evetyone
else in the class it was just another
class," Sarah says, "but for me, it
was like, 'Oh, my gosh! This is
how I see the world, and it has a
name!'

»

Among the experiences that
have enriched Sarah's education
since she began her law degree is
her concurrent work on a master's
degree in educational administration at the School of Education.
Last summer, she also worked for
the Dane County Public
Defender's Office through rhe
Public Defender Project of the
Remington Center.
In May 2003, the Law School
awarded Sarah its Brown vs. Board
of Education Award "for a student
who has made an outstanding
contribution to equal educational
opportunity and social justice." In
November, Hannah Renfro-Sargent
won the Leonard Loeb Scholarship
Award of $1,000 for excellence in
the field of family law in recognition of her work in co-founding
the C]P. (See story on page 13.)
The Loeb committee was so
impressed with the work of all the
CJP founders that they conferred
an additional $3,000 on the project.

Sarah Helvey '04:
One of the co-founders of the
Children's Justice Project at the Law
School, Sarah will make her longtime
passion for child welfare the focus of
her career.
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Undergraduate work: University of
Nebraska-Lincoln

Undergraduate major: Psychology
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Dual degree
May 2004

in Law and Education,

www.law.wisc.edu/alumni

GARGOYLE

9

STUDENT LIFE

nenee Servance graduated from

Renee Servance '04:
After a career in music teaching,
Renee came to the Law School to
fulfill a dream of becoming a lawyer.

Hometown: Raleigh, North Carolina
Undergraduate work: University of
North Carolina-Chapel

Hill

Undergraduate major: Music
(instrument:

double bass)

Focus in law: Litigation, Intellectual
Property,
Law

Education

Law, Employment

Additional graduate degree:
Master of Music, Indiana University
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University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1988,
and earned her Master of Music
degree at Indiana University in
1991. She had hoped to play the
bass professionally in an orchestra,
but in the recession year of 1991,
orchestras were not holding
auditions. Nor did she have the
$10,000 to $15,000 required to
buy a high-quality string bass.
So she accepted a teaching
position in the public schools of
Fairfax County, Virginia.
"Sometimes I taught in a janitor's
closet; sometimes I taught in a
hallway; sometimes I was lucky
enough to have a classroom. Those
first few years were hard, and I
realized it would take a very long
time to save enough to buy a bass."
So Renee started thinking
about law school-again.
"I came of age in the 1970slawyers were heroes to me. It was
news to me when I moved to the
D.C. area and found that some
people didn't really like lawyers."
Still, she didn't think that she
would ever be a lawyer-"that was
a pipe dream."
Nonetheless, Renee increased
the number of private lessons she
was giving in order to put some
money away. In 2000, she took the
LSAT and applied to eight schools,
covering all four tiers, because she
didn't know where she might get
in. "Oddly enough," she says,
"I got into them all."
She had never heard of the
University of Wisconsin, but "they
encouraged me to apply, so I did.
Then after I applied, I looked the
school up in the rankings, and I
thought, 'I'll never get in-it's a
top-tier school.' I figured they
would want younger students-not
someone who had been teaching
for ten years and hadn't been in
school for a long time."

Renee narrowed her choices
down to three schools: two close to
her Virginia home, and Wisconsin.
"My mom and friends said, 'You
should go out to Wisconsin and
just see it,' so I did a stealth visit."
"I hoped I would come and
hate it," Renee confesses. "It was so
far away, and I had heard about the
notorious Wisconsin winters. But
it was such a pretty town; it's a
top-notch law school; and the
faculty are on the cutting edge."
She also met with Director of
Admissions Beth Kransberger when
she was on campus. "Meeting with
Dean Kransberger really sealed it,"
Renee recalls.
By now, Renee is first-call
substitute with the Madison
Symphony. She intends to keep
playing when she enters the law
profession, too. "Playing music for
me is kind of like breathing: I have
to do it."
She has also taken the opportunity to work with the Consumer
Law Litigation Clinic and the
Neighborhood Law Project. The
clinics, says Renee, were "the highlight of my experience here. I saw
the Law in Action in the lives of
poor people, and it challenged me
to look beyond the traditional legal
remedies." Renee lights up when
she gives credit to "three wonderful
profs: Juliet Brodie, Marsha
Mansfield, and Steve Meili."
Still other formative
experiences: serving on the Law
Review, working as a law clerk in
the Office of the General Counsel
for the UW System, and serving
as president of the Black Law
Students Association.
Renee hopes to find a job on
the East Coast after she graduates
this May. "I'm looking forward to
rejoining the working world and to
settling down," she says. And
wherever that new home is, Renee
knows she will find it a good place
to practice both law and music.
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rian Larson looks back to his
experiences in editing video,
film, and sound as crucial in the
chain of experiences that led him to
law school. "I've always been into
editing-closed in a small room for
marathon periods of time. I'm
drawn to intense working environments. I like working on a project
that gets my undivided attention
for a period of time."
As a UW-Madison history
major, he brought the same love
of intense projects to his research
assignments. "I'd get engrossed in
it-I loved doing research."
He might have been headed
for a career of solitary productivity
if it hadn't been for quite a different
kind of experience after he graduated:
He and his now-wife Kris spent a
year and a half teaching in Taiwan.
They taught all ages, from kindergartners to adults. That was when
he learned that he also wanted to
work with people.
Another formative experience
was Brian's attendance at Seattle's
large protests against the World
Trade Organization (WTO) in
2001. He arrived as a protesterflew directly from Taiwan-bur
became involved in learning more
abour the issues. "I gravitated to
meetings and teach-ins; trade
lawyers from NGOs-mostly
from
Europe-were saying very intelligent things. Instead of fighting the
fight in the streets, they did it with
academics and intelligence. I liked
the way they were approaching it."
After that experience, Brian
came back to Madison and applied
to the UW Law School's dualdegree program with the La Follette
Institute. At the end of his fourth
year, he will receive both a J.D.
from the Law School and an
M.P.A. (Master of Public Mfairs)
from La Follette.

B

His first experiences at the
UW Law School convinced Brian
that he had chosen well: "I think
I ended up at the right law school,
because from the very beginningin Professor Whitford's contract
class-it was Law in Action from
Day One. That is so what I'm into
as far as thinking about law."
With each new class, he
remembers, he saw the Law in
Action aspects. "Property-I found
that to be fascinating; constitutional
law-great."
Brian's Law School career also
included time spent abroad: He
went to Beijing and Shanghai in
the summer of 2002 with Professor
Ralph Cagle's negotiation class on
a trip organized by the East Asian
Legal Studies Center, and in
January 2003 a grant from the center enabled him to conduct
research in Thailand and Vietnam
on international trade issues
confronting developing countries.
He also traveled to Geneva to
visit the WTO and interview for
the same project. The two research
trips yielded the information he
used in an article on the WTO
to be published in the Wisconsin
Law Review.

This fall semester, Brian was
busy as one of the Law Review's
two symposium editors, working
on its February conference,
Freedom from Contract. "This was
a big event in contracts scholarship,"
he says, "with eleven papers that
were presented and then collected
for the 2004 Symposium issue of
the Law Review."
As for the question of where
his dual degree in law and public
affairs will lead him, at this point
Brian is not sure. "Luckily," he
says, "I have until May 2005 to
figure that out."

Brian Larson '05:
Brian's interest in international trade
issues and the way they affect
developing countries has led him to
conduct research in Asia and at the
World Trade Organization in Geneva.
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UW Law School students (from left) Jenigh Garrett, Vicky Selkowe, and
Carlos Becerra all won national awards to help them pursue public interest
law work.

Three UW Law
Students Win
Public Interest
Law Fellowships
The University of Wisconsin Law
School marked a triple achievement
last winter in the competitive field
of public interest law fellowships.
UW law students were the national
winners of three highly esteemed
fellowships: both of the Fried Frank
Fellowships and one Skadden
Fellowship.
There are only two Fried Frank
Fellowships awarded nationally each
year, making the two Wisconsin
awards a "sweep" of the field. "We
were amazed when the selection
committee came up with both
winners from Wisconsin,"
commented Christine Kendall, a
representative of the firm of Fried,
Frank, Harris, Schriver and
Jacobson, which awards the annual
fellowships. This achievement by
students from the University of
Wisconsin Law School places the
UW Law School's public interest
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progtam in the company of those
at other leading schools such as
Harvard, Columbia, and Yale,which
have dominated the fellowship
competition in past years.
Skadden Fellowships, similarly,
are one of the top honors awarded
to students entering the field of
public interest law. Out of the
twenty-six Skadden Fellowships
awarded nationally, only four went
to students from universities in the
Midwest. This was the second time
in three years that a UW Law
School graduating student won a
Skadden Fellowship.
The three UW Law School
students receiving the awards were:
Jenigh Garrett, winner of the Fried
Frank/NAACP Legal Defense and
Education Fund Fellowship;
Carlos Becerra, winner of the Fried
Frank/Mexican-American Legal
Defense and Education Fund
Fellowship; and Victoria Selkowe,
winner of the Skadden Fellowship.
All are May 2003 graduates.
Fried Frank Fellowships
Fried Frank Fellows participate

in a two-part program, in which
the recipient works for two years at
Fried Frank in New York City,
followed by two years ar the fellowship's designated public interest
firm supported by funding from
Fried Frank. Jenigh Garrett's
second two years will be spent at
the national NAACP Legal Defense
Fund (LDF) office as a staff attorney. Carlos Becerra will work with
the Mexican-American Legal
Defense Fund (MALDEF), the
nation's leading Latino litigation,
advocacy, and educational outreach
organization.
The criteria for selecting Fried
Frank Fellows arise from the
uniqueness of the two-part fellowship, says LDF Assistant Counsel
Janai Nelson. Recipients are
screened for ability to be strong
litigators, background of work
experience, commitment to public
interest work, leadership qualities,
and tendency to "challenge themselves" by having a breadth of experiences in multiple areas of law.
"It's quite a coup for the UW
Law School to have both national
winners," says Becerra.
Garrett's goal for the years that
follow her Fried Frank experience is
"to impact society as an advocate
for the poor and disadvantaged,"
including such spheres of activity as
work in the legislative and judicial
branches of government as well as
working as a professor of law, in
the hopes of educating future leaders.
For Becerra, "One of the most
appealing parts of the fellowship is
that Fried Frank provides excellent
training in litigation, and to take
that training into the public interest world will be pretty powerful.
If I'm not experienced in litigation
now, I will be by the time I finish!"
Becerra expects to focus on
voting rights and employment
discrimination in the fellowship's
second half, when he will be
working at MALDEF.
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Skadden Fellowship
The Skadden Fellowship
Foundation, described as a "legal
Peace Corps" by the Los Angeles
Times, was established in 1988
by the firm of Skadden, Arps,
Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLp, to
support students who have shown
exceptional promise in the field of
public interest law. The fWo-year
fellowship gives Fellows the freedom to pursue their interests in
public interest work, providing
legal services to the poor, elderly,
homeless, and disabled, as well as
those deprived of human rights
or civil rights.
Fellows create their projecrs
before applying. Vicky Selkowe's
project is to represent low-income
Dane County workers on issues
including employment discrimination, unpaid wages, the Family and
Medical Leave Act, and access to
public benefits.
Director of the Skadden
Fellows program, Susan Butler
Plum, comments, "Wisconsin has
long been regarded as a sociallaboratory for exploring innovative
responses to the challenges faced
by disadvantaged communities,
and Skadden Fellows from
Wisconsin have taken the lead in
representing those communities.
By sharing their unique experiences and expertise with future
public interest lawyers, Wisconsin's
Skadden Fellows also further the
program's goal of building a 'public
interest law firm without walls' to
assist communities nationwide."
Selkowe credits the OW Law
School's Neighborhood Law
Project (NLP), directed by clinical
professor Juliet Brodie, as having
had a significant impact on her.

Leonard Loeb
Fund Honors
Children's
Justice Project
Founders

Alvin Chu '03
Wins Ford
Leadership Award
Alvin Chu, a May 2003 graduate
of the University of Wisconsin
Law School, was named the recipient of a $10,000 Ford Leadership
Award in 2003, the first year the
award was offered. The award,
given by the Ford Motor
Company, recognizes law students
in rheir second or third year who
demonstrare significant leadership
skills as well as academic excellence,
and who make a positive difference
for the community.
Chu was awarded rhree
professional degrees simultaneously
in May 2003: a J.D., an M.B.A. in
Finance, and an M.S. in
Educational Administration.
Criteria used to select the winning students nationwide include
originality; independent judgment;
self-confidence; driving diversity
through conduct that is respectful
and that values others' differences;
commitment to quality; and maintaining integrity, inspiration, and
focus, even under adversity.

University of Wisconsin Law
student Hannah Renfro-Sargent
has been named the winner of
a $1,000 scholarship from the
Leonard Loeb Scholarship
Fund in recognition of her
work in co-founding the
Children's Justice Project (CJP)
at the University of Wisconsin
Law School. The Loeb
Scholarship was created by the
family of the late Leonard Loeb
to honor a law student who has
demonstrated outstanding
activity in the field of family
law. Loeb was a 1952 graduate
of the OW Law School.
Members of the American
Academy of Matrimonial
Lawyers and Fellows, who
administer the new award,
noted that three other nominees
had also done outstanding work
with Ms. Renfro-Sargent in
founding the OW Children's
Justice Project: Sarah Helvey,
otesong Srisopark Thompson,
and Alecia Humphrey. To
honor their work, the Loeb
Scholarship Committee voted
to donate an additional $3,000
to the Children's Justice Project.
Former State Bar President
Leonard Loeb died on March
9, 2003. His contributions to
the field of family law included
his book System Book for Family
Law and his work as a co-founder
of the Wisconsin Chapter of
the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers.
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