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Profiles of Giving:
Linda Bochert '74 and David Hanson '68

MADISONATTORNEYSLinda Bochert
and David Hanson are partners in the
law firm of Michael Best & Friedrich,

leaders in their field, passionate about community
service, and active and dedicated supporters of their
Law School. They have been married nearly two
decades, have two children at home, two full-time
jobs and are an intellectual and inspiring twosome.

At the tail end of a busy week, they discussed
their life in the legal profession and talked about
the reasons they support the Law School through
their service and philanthropy.

Linda joined the firm in 1991, after 17 years in
state service with the Department of Natural Re-
sources and the Department of Justice. Her legal
practice is focused on environmental and land-use

law.InAugust 1999,Madison Magazine named her
one of Dane County's top 99 women power bro-
kers, and in January 2001 her peers selected her
number one in environmental law in Madison Mag-

azine's survey of best lawyers.
David joined the firm in 1981, and has focused

on regulated industries, including health care, insur-
ance and public utilities. David's experience has
also involved sales and acquisitions of businesses,
financing of businesses and general corporate work
with an emphasis on non-profit clients. He has man-
aged a large number of major transactions over the
past ten years, and works on a regular basis with the
appropriate state and federal agencies regarding re-
quired regulatory approvals. He formerly served the
state as an assistant attorney general from 1968 to

Linda Bochert and David Hanson found time in their complicated schedules
for a photo opportunity at Capitol Square in tulip season.
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1971 and as deputy attorney general from 1976 to
1981. He also served as assistant chancellor and
chief legal counsel at the University of Wisconsin
from 1971 to 1976.

Linda and David credit much of their success in
the law to the quality education that they received
atWisconsin. Providing financial support is one way
of giving back. "The key to my career was the edu-
cation I got in law school ... and having the advan-
tage of going to an excellent state law school was a
real financial bargain,"David says.

As a member of the Board of Visitors of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Law School, David played an
active role in raising money for the capital building
campaign. He and Linda made a major gift to the
campaign, and were instrumental in organizing a
firm gift from Michael Best & Friedrich.

There are many reasons to support the Law
School, says David."In doing so, we are supporting
the many friendships and business contacts we've
made over the years, as well as supporting our
future colleagues." In addition to being an outstand-
ing educational institution, David says, the Law
School is a true resource for the legal community-
a place to go for information to help with a difficult
or novel legal problem, or even to find a quality
mediator or arbitrator to help with a client dispute.

Linda and David jokingly explain that they "met
in the sewers." In the late 70s, Linda was the execu-
tive assistant of the Department of Natural Re-
sources and David was the deputy attorney general.
They worked together on a lawsuit against the Mil-
waukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, and pre-
vailed. They later married and had children. David
has three grown children from a previous marriage.
They describe one another as loving, supportive,
driven - and at times, workaholics.

Although they bank many hours a week at the
same firm, they drive separately, work in different
practice areas and often go all day without bump-
ing into each other. David has been on the manage-
ment committee for most of his 21 years at the firm,
and Linda served as head of the Environmental
Practice Area for nine years.

Linda and David are dedicated to serving their
profession and the community. Linda is the president
of the Friends of the Arboretum Board of Directors.
The Friends provide volunteer and financial support
to the Arboretum-a cherished gem of nature in an
urban setting. Linda just completed a two-year term

on the Tempo Board (a female executives' organiza-
tion) and is chair-elect of the UW College of
Agricultural and LifeSciences Board ofVisitors.

David remains actively involved with the Law
School, and serves as the vice president of the
Wisconsin Law Alumni Association's Board of Di-
rectors. David's involvement reaches far beyond his
UW ties. He is a board member for the Sand County
Foundation-a non-profit corporation established
in 1965 to use conservation principles, education,
and scientific research to promote sound manage-
ment practices on private and public lands. He is
also on the Edgewood College Board of Trustees
and is serving a two-year term as its chair. He also
has a long record of service on the Law School's
Board ofVisitors.

There are many reasons to support the
Law School, says David. 'In doing so,
we are supporting the many friendships and
business contacts we've made over the years,
as well as supporting our future colleagues.'

Linda and David clearly enjoy the law and are
proud to be lawyers. And although they predict
that neither of their children will become lawyers,
they offer advice for others considering the prac-
tice. "It takes more than a law degree," they say.
Students today need to diversify their education.
Business, science and technology are often at the
bottom of a legal dispute. Having an understanding
of the underlying issues will help young lawyers
tackle the learning curve.

When they do break away from work, David and
Linda are both outdoor enthusiasts. He enjoys hunt-
ing, fishing, canoeing and downhill skiing. Linda
enjoys downhill skiing and gardening (she pickles
beats and makes a mean tomato juice).As a family
they often spend vacations skiing in Big Sky,
Montana. Quickly the conversation turns to memo-
ries of past vacations and excitement about those
to come. For David, it is a fishing trip in late sum-
mer.And although fishing isn't Linda's forte, David
notes that the brook trout she caught 20 years ago
is much larger than the one hanging in his office.
His comment speaks volumes-David and Linda
support each other's successes inside and outside
the practice. • - Trina E. Gray
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