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Meet 12 Professors of Law

Who Began as UW Law Students

INTHE FOLLOWINGPAGES,you will meet twelve of the more than 150 UW law alumni who

have gone on to careers in teaching at law schools across the nation. Each of the twelve recent-

ly took time to reflect upon what led to choosing legal education as a profession, and what role

the UW Law School experience played in that choice.

HEIDI GOROVITZ ROBERTSON '90 was
one of those who never thought about
law teaching as a career-somewhat sur-

prising, since she taught during two of her three
years at the UW Law School. She was a teaching
assistant in the Legal Research and Writing course
for two years, and during her third year of law
school she was the sole teaching assistant for the
undergraduate law course "Law in Action." The lat-
ter course was taught by eight different law profes-
sors who rotated through the 16-week semester
two weeks at a time; Robertson was the constant
for the undergraduates who took the course hoping
to learn about public law issues.

When she graduated, Robertson took a job as an
associate in the environmental law department of
Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro in San Francisco. She

Heidi Gorovitz Robertson moved to the firm's Washington, D.C., office when
she was about to get married, and in D.C.linked up
with some of her former law school classmates. She
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was having lunch with one of them one day when
he said to her, "Heidi, what are you doing?" When
she gaped at him, he said, "You're supposed to be a
law professor; why don't you just go do it?"

Robertson heeded his advice and began a gradu-
ate program at Columbia University Law School the
next fall.The program was designed, in part, to pre-
pare lawyers to become law professors and includ-
ed plenty of teaching experience-teaching the
legal research and writing course and doing occa-
sional lectures in substantive courses. "I was very
lucky to get in,"she says of the program. "They take
only three or four students each year."

After finishing at Columbia, she accepted a ten-
ure-track faculty position at Cleveland State Univer-
sity's Cleveland-Marshall College of Law,where she
teaches environmental law and property. In her
teaching, she tries to emulate many of the law pro-
fessors she knew at Wisconsin. "Howie Erlanger's
style really represents the way I want to teach," she
says."His energy, his sense of humor, the way he can
take abstract concepts and put them into context
for students-that's what I hope to develop."

She also names Professors Tom Palay, Carin
Clauss, Steve Herzberg, and Ken Davis as inspira-
tional teachers, as well asWisconsin Supreme Court
Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson, with whom she
had a judicial internship. In recounting Justice Abra-
hamson's most admirable traits, Robertson says,
"She is a brilliant scholar and jurist, and a nice
Jewish mother." Robertson especially remembers
Tom Palay every Halloween when she wears a
witch costume to her property class.Why? Because
when Robertson was a first-year student, she was
one of the first in Professor Palay's class to recog-
nize that he had come to class in costume (that is,
wearing a necktie instead of a bow tie). She also
thinks about his class when preparing her own
property classes.

Despite the fact that law teaching as a career
never entered her consciousness during law
school, Robertson says that she has always been a
teacher at heart. Because she was particularly shy
about approaching her own professors to talk
about the substance of her courses, she works hard
to be approachable and encourages her students to
talk to her-about anything. (The witch costume
probably helps.)

In her scholarship, Robertson concentrates on
urban environmental issues, especially those con-

cerning equity in the distribution of environmental
risk, and state legislative interventions in the rede-
velopment of brownfield land. In addition, she
recently had the opportunity to co-author an article
on the use of human subjects in pesticide toxicity
research with her father, a philosophy professor at
Syracuse University.

She admits that coming to law professorship in
the roundabout way that she did is more difficult
than the traditional route."] came close to but never
actually jumped through most of the required
hoops," she says."I never did law review and I did-
n't do a clerkship after law school." She did jump
close to the "hoops" though, by helping edit the
Columbia Journal of Environmental Law, and
interning with Justice Abrahamson. Luckily,she was
able to compete for tenure-track positions by virtue
of these experiences as well as her previous teach-
ing experience and the program at Columbia.

This academic year, Robertson is on sabbatical.
She views it as a time to fill in some gaps, and is cur-
rently taking courses in economics. She hopes to
use what she learns about economic theory in both
her research on environmental decision-making
and her teaching of environmental law.

Jonathan Charney

JONATHAN CHARNEY '68 decided to attend
law school fairly late in his undergraduate
career. He had a suitable undergraduate edu-

cation for law school, though, since he majored
in mathematics and minored in classics. "My major
offered rigorous training for the mind," he says. "I
learned how to think things through logically and
carefully."
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He made his next major decision, that of going
into law teaching, while he was a law student.
During the time he was serving on the Wisconsin
Law Review, he discovered that he truly enjoyed the
process of researching and writing materials for
publication; he also found that he liked what the
UW law professors were doing and their lifestyles.

Several professors influenced him during his
time in law school. Richard Bilder opened his eyes
to international law. (In a nice twist of fate, Bilder is
now a colleague of his; he serves as the Book
Review Editor for the international law journal edit-
ed by Charney.) Charney did research on labor law
and arbitration for Nate Feinsinger; he also served as
a research assistant, during the summer between
his second and third years, for Louis Henkin of Co-
lumbia University Law School, which gave him even
more exposure to the field of international law.

He ended up teaching in the area. He is the Lee
S. and Charles A. Speir Chair in Law at Vanderbilt
University Law School, where he has taught since
1972. He concentrates his teaching and scholarship
in international law areas and is the Co-editor-in-
Chief of the American Journal of International Law,
the leading scholarly journal of international law
worldwide.

Charney's honors as an academician are exten-
sive. In 2000, he was given the Alexander Heard Dis-
tinguished Service Professor Award by Vanderbilt
University. In 1998, he was invited to present lec-
tures atThe Hague Academy of International Law in
the Netherlands, an invitation that is extended only
to the most preeminent scholars in the field. He has
been a consultant to the United States and other
countries on issues involving international law, and
has taught and lectured worldwide.

While he planned to teach in the future, Charney
took a job with the U.S. Department of Justice
when he graduated from law school. He was in-
volved from the beginning with litigation between
the United States and certain coastal states over the
maritime boundary line marking the seaward limits
of those states' rights to ocean resources. "The first
court I ever walked into as a lawyer was the United
States Supreme Court," he says.The other major part
of that job was working with other Departments to
develop the United States position for the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.
In that role, Charney ended up sitting in on an
Under-Secretaries' meeting of the National Security

Council. Not bad for a fellow barely out of law
school.

But his goal was always to get back to a law
school as a professor, and when he was offered the
position at Vanderbilt, he went for it. His favorite
parts of his job definitely include the scholarship and
the opportunity to work in the international law
field, but he also immensely enjoys working with the
students. His position as co-editor in chief of the law
journal now takes an incredible amount of time, he
says. "It is a professionally refereed journal and last
year we probably looked at 250 manuscripts to fill
approximately 30 slots."The opportunities for travel
in his work-to places like Western Europe, East
Asia,and Russia-have also made him appreciate the
decision he made many years ago in Madison.

His memories of being a Wisconsin law student
are fond ones. "It was during the Vietnam War era, and
the campus was very active,"he says.He got involved
in some anti-war protests and he and some other law
students even helped to assist in the representation
of a few individuals who were arrested at protests.
"The town, the people, and the Law School were all
great,"he says of his years at Wisconsin.

Jill Ramsfield

Boredom is not a problem for JILL RAMS-
FIELD '83 and it's unlikely to become even
a possibility. She is the Director of Legal

Research and Writing and a professor of law at
Georgetown University Law Center. In that capaci-
ty,she directs the first-year research and writing pro-
gram, with a roster of 700 students annually.She also
directs the law school's writing center and an LL.M.
program for foreign law graduates that is attended by
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about 140 students annually. On top of all this,
Ramsfield teaches two upper level legal writing
courses and works with Georgetown's legal journals.

And that's just one of her jobs. She has run her
own legal writing consulting firm for several years
and travels throughout the U.S. and abroad, con-
ducting seminars and training on legal writing and
in the process, keeping up with practice trends in
both government agencies and private firms.
Having presented continuing education seminars to
lawyers and judges around the world, she says her
mission has become to train legal writers how to
"write better, faster."

Ramsfield didn't plan on attending law school;
she was a music major at Wellesley and was headed
for a graduate program in music. But that step did-
n't feel right to her for some reason, so instead she
traveled around the world for five months. When
she returned, she took the LSATas a lark and did
very well. Despite the fact that she had no lawyers
in her family and no one in her family had ever even
consulted a lawyer, she decided to go for it. She had
determined, she says, "to develop the other side of
my brain."

She says that attending the UW Law School was
"wonderful" but that her right-brain tendencies
caused her to struggle at times. One of those times
was in the first-year research and writing course
where she ended up frustrated and somewhat dis-
appointed in her progress. When she complained
about the experience to John Kidwell, her property
professor, he suggested that she try teaching the
course, so she did. She became a teaching assistant
(TA'sdid all of the teaching of the first-year course
until the mid-'90s) and found that she loved it. She
was especially grateful to be under the supervision
of Mary Barnard Ray,who trained all of the teaching
assistants. She also took Mary's advanced legal writ-
ing course in her third year. "Mary taught me so
much about legal writing," Ramsfield says."I feel that
lowe my career to Mary Ray and John Kidwell."

During law school and after graduation, Rams-
field worked for a Madison law firm,Winner, McCal-
lum, Wixson & Pernitz, and learned a lot from that
experience. She even continued to work summers
for the firm after she had taken a legal writing posi-
tion in Seattle.

That position, with the University of Puget
Sound Law School, turned out to be pivotal in her
future.After three years as an instructor in the Puget

Sound program, Ramsfield accepted a similar posi-
tion at Georgetown and has been there ever since;
she was tenured in 1996.

Ramsfield laughs when she says that she is still
"orchestrating" even though she does little singing
these days.With all of her responsibilities at George-
town, she oversees the work of five full-time pro-
fessors, 11 adjunct professors, and 63 student law
fellows, all wonderfully talented people, she says.

She has kept in touch with Wisconsin through
her association with Mary Ray;the two legal writing
experts completed their third edition of Legal
Writing: Getting It Right and Getting It Written in

2000.And this past year, she has had the opportuni-
ty to reconnect with some of the other similarly tal-
ented folks at Wisconsin. She was invited last fall to
consult on a redesign of the UW's legal research
and writing program and that work has put her
back in touch with her beginnings.

Daniel Strouse

ASU's Center for the Study of Law, Science
and Technology [of which Dan Strouse
was director for I I years] was formed to
explore the law's relationship to scientific
and technological progress.

Abackground in university administration
and law practice turned out to be a useful
combination for DAN STROUSE '80. In

1990 he accepted a dual appointment at Arizona
State University College of Lawas associate professor
and director ofASU'sCenter for the Study of Law, Sci-
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ence, and Technology. He was tenured and appoint-
ed to full professor in 1994,and stepped down from
the Center directorship just last summer. He now
teaches full-time,offering courses in health care law,
public health law,bioethics and legislation.

Strouse says that a number of his UW law pro-
fessors encouraged him to consider teaching as a
career. For the first 10 years after law school,
though, he wanted to try a few other things. He
clerked for Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice
Nathan Heffernan in the year after his graduation.
Then he worked for four years for Bob O'Neil, pres-
ident of the University of Wisconsin System at the
time (and UW law faculty member). When O'Neil
left the university for the presidency of the
University of Virginia, Strouse went to Cleveland
and practiced with a firm there, focusing on higher
education law and health law.

Strouse's interest in health law is long-standing.
In the mid-70s-before he entered law school-he
worked for a California legislator who dealt prima-
rily with public health issues. He subsequently
earned a master's degree in public health.

ASU's Center for the Study of Law,Science and
Technology was formed to explore the law's rela-
tionship to scientific and technological progress,
Strouse says. The Center's research projects over
the years have included intellectual property prob-
lems relating to computer software; legal and ethi-
cal issues arising from advances in human genetics;
DNAidentification technology; implications for law
of advances in evolutionary psychology and biolo-
gy; and a host of other topics. The Center has
served since 1985 as the academic home for ]uri-
metrics, the peer-reviewed journal of the ABA
Section of Science and Technology.

Having spent 11 years as the Center's director,
Strouse revels in full-time teaching (and also enjoys
the greater flexibility it provides for time with his
wife, a psychology professor, and their two young
children). "It's kind of ironic that I ended up as a law
professor," he says, "because initially I was just as
uneasy about the challenges and stresses of law
school as any of my classmates." Indeed, he recalls
seeing all of the smiling, relaxed faces of his former
classmates at the swearing-in ceremony after gradu-
ation and thinking, "Where have these faces been
for the last three years?" In his own classes he
favors a participatory style: "I try to foster a climate
of intellectual challenge, and to generate discussion

without putting individual students on the hot
seat,"he says.

Strouse's law school experience was deeply sat-
isfying, he says. "It was the first time in my educa-
tion that I felt fully ready to give myself over to
being a student."The law professors he remembers
as influential in his decision to teach are BillWhit-
ford, George Bunn, and Arlen Christenson, John
Robertson, and Bob O'Neil. He feels lucky to have
been surrounded by a "wonderful, challenging, and
distinguished faculty" and a "smart, engaged and
diverse student body."

Alemante Selassie

The journey to William & Mary Marshall-
Wythe School of Law was a long one for
ALEMANTESELASSIE'84. After growing

up in Ethiopia, Selassie left his home country in the
early '70s to enter the UW Law School's Master of
Legal Institutions program. Little did he know at the
time that he would return many years later as a
political refugee.

Selassie earned a law degree in his home country
and was working as a legal services expert for the
Ethiopian government when he was given the op-
portunity to travel to the U.S.for a master's of law
program. He spent the next academic year, 1971-
1972, in the UW's MLlprogram, also doing graduate
work in the School of Agriculture in land use and
becoming involved with UW's LandTenure Center.

He returned to Ethiopia in 1972 and became a
legal advisor for the Ministry of Land Reform. In
1974, the Ethiopian government was overthrown in
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a military coup. The following year, Selassie became
the Secretary of the Ministry of Land Reform, sec-
ond in power only to the Minister. The policies of
the ministry were radical for the time and, in some
ways, turned out to be less successful than Selassie
and his colleagues had hoped; Selassie eventually
disagreed with the government's policies, especial-
ly its repression of peaceful dissent. The military
government was brutal and Selassie, after his life
was threatened, defected in 1976, hiding out in the
northern Ethiopian countryside until he could
escape to the Sudan.

From the Sudan, Selassie went to Paris.There, he
was out of reach of the Ethiopian officials, but he
had no identification or other papers with him and
the Parisian officials had their doubts about him.To
prove his identity, Selassie called on a friend from
the UW Law School, Professor Joseph Thome, who
came through with the necessary affidavits.

Although he had had no intention of returning to
the U.S.,Selassie ended up back in Madison in Nov-
ember of 1980."lt had really become a second home
for me;' he says. He stayed with friends whom he
had met in Ethiopia where the couple were Peace
Corps volunteers in the late 1960s. During the next
year, he traveled to apply for jobs in New York and
Washington, D.CAt the time, however, government
jobs were scarce and Selassie's job search was un-
successful. His next step, he decided, was to obtain
an American J.D., and what better place than the
U\v,where he had already made friends?

He entered the law school in 1982, even though
he had struggled with the LSAT-"1 found the LSAT
heavily concentrated inAmerican culture and expe-
rience," he says, "and I did not do so well. I knew
that the test, as applied to me, could not predict my
potential to succeed in law school. I greatly admire
those who agreed with my view and admitted me
despite my score."

Selassie finished his law degree in 2Yz years with
outstanding grades. After graduation, he practiced
with Foley & Lardner in Milwaukee, a firm for
which he had clerked in his second year, but after a
couple of years with the firm, he wanted to be near
Washington, D.C, or New York City in order to con-
nect with the larger Ethiopian communities in
those cities. He also decided that he wanted to
teach, so he went on the law teaching market in
1987 and accepted an offer from William & Mary.

Selassie immediately became active in the

Ethiopian community in the D.C area, and worked
hard to organize many of the 75,000 Ethiopian res-
idents in the area to lobby the U.S. government
regarding its position on Ethiopian governance.

Selassie's current scholarship focuses on criti-
cism of ethnic federalism-the practice of giving
ethnic groups within a country the power to con-
trol distinct geographic areas. In criticizing ethnic
federalism, which has been tried in other parts of
the world, Selassie points to the problems that
erupted in Yugoslavia and Chechnia in the wake of
the weakening of central authority. He argues that
when certain groups are encouraged or allowed to
perceive themselves as different from others in the
same nation and, in addition, are given control over
the resources of a particular area, their focus be-
comes preserving those resources for their own
people and ignoring the needs of the rest of the
country. The result is economic and psychological
separation between ethnic groups.

Selassie'scurrent scholarship focuses on
criticism of ethnic federalism-the practice
of giving ethnic groups within a country the
power to control distinct geographic areas.

In his teaching, Selassie's areas of expertise are
contracts, secured transactions, conflicts of law,pay-
ment systems and law and development with a
focus on African law. Next fall he will be teaching a
course in public international law for the ftrst time.

Selassie is most grateful to Professor Joe Thome
for making him believe that he was capable of
teaching, but he remembers other UW professors,
such as Stewart Macaulay,BillWhitford, and Zig Zile
as being very supportive as well, especially when
Selassie was most in need. His memories of Madison
are all good ones, he says, and he was especially
appreciative of the community when he returned
to it after having left his home country. "It is truly a
uniquely beautiful city;' he says. "And for a small
town it has an amazing international community. I
felt right at home immediately."
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Erica Eisinger

ERICA EISINGER '82 believes it's never too
late for anything. After all, she entered law
school at age 35. And it wasn't until 15years

after graduating law school that she returned to law
teaching and became a law professor. But she does-
n't regret a single stop on her path to where she is
today-the director of clinical programs and associ-
ate professor (clinical) of law at Wayne State Uni-
versity Law School. She teaches civil procedure,
professional responsibility and civil rights litigation.

"I enjoyed my law practice immensely," she says
of her years in private practice during which she
concentrated her work in commercial litigation and
pro bono work. "I didn't mind the hours at all."The
benefits of her current position, she says, are the
autonomy and freedom. "I pick the cases I want to
litigate; I can refuse volume and I can refuse certain
types of cases." She emphasizes that the cases she
does select are those that will give her students the
most in terms of educational challenge.

Eisinger credits UW law professor
Frank Remington with providing her

with 'a guiding vision' in designingthe
clinical program at Wayne State.

She credits UW law professor Frank Remington
with providing her with "a guiding vision" in design-
ing the clinical program at Wayne State. She got to
know Remington both as a student, when she
worked in the Legal Assistance to Institutionalized
Persons Program (LAlP), and later as a supervising
attorney in that program. "Frank lived what he
taught," she says. "He practiced law in action, not
law in books, and he was way ahead of his time in
clinical legal education." Eisinger particularly ad-
mired Remington's balanced perspective in a case.
"He believed that both sides needed to work to-
ward safety and protection of the public." As a
teacher, Remington impressed her with his straight-
forward and clear delivery. "When I would take one
of his exams," she says, "I would just listen for and
hear his voice in my head."

Remington helped her to land a clerkship after
graduation with Judge Walter Mansfield on the Se-
cond Circuit Court of Appeals. He then recruited
her to return to Wisconsin and join the LAlP staff,
which she did, staying for three years. She then
practiced in Palo Alto, California, and Providence,
Rhode Island, while her husband, a UW professor of
political science, visited those places; she returned
to Madison with her family and began work at the
law firm of Quarles & Brady in 1988.

Eisinger says she would have gone on the law
teaching market right after her clerkship had she
not had young children at home. Her hope of teach-
ing never died though, and in 1997 she took a six-
month leave of absence from her firm to teach at
Marquette University Law School and to begin the
AALSprocess for finding a law teaching job. She
started at Wayne State that fall; this time, her hus-
band followed her.

She was at the UW Law School during an excit-
ing intellectual time, Eisinger says. She remembers
loving Ted Fillman's civil procedure course, Carin
Clauss's labor law course, conflict of laws with Gary
Milhollin, and, of course, criminal courses with
Frank Remington. She also remembers that she
decided then that what she was really interested in
was public interest law.After fifteen years, she has
achieved both of her goals: teaching and pursuing
public interest law. She also realizes that academic
life has its special rewards. Next fall, she'll be the
Wayne State Law School's visitor at the University of
Utrecht in the Netherlands, teaching American law
to Dutch students.
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One of the UW Law School's more recent
contributions to the world of legal edu-
cation is WAYNE HANEWlCZ '94.

Wayne has been an assistant professor of law at the
University of Florida College of Law since 2000,
teaching contracts, corporations, mergers and ac-
quisitions, and other business law courses.

Hanewicz came to the University of Florida after
practicing for six years at Foley & Lardner in Mad-
ison. He says he had always thought about teaching,
but he also wanted to try private practice.At Foley,
he did corporate and regulatory work and enjoyed
his practice so much that the time flew. "I looked
up," he says,"and five years had gone by."

He knew that it would become harder to leave
practice and find a teaching job if he had been out
of school for too long. So, he decided to "test the
water" and enter the AALSselection process. "The
professors I knew were really supportive of my deci-
sion, as were my workmates at the firm once they
got over the surprise of my announcement;' he says.

His credentials probably also helped. Hanewicz
graduated magna cum laude and was the senior
note and comment editor for the Wisconsin Law

Review. He also participated in moot court, an inter-
est that he continues to nurture these days.In March,
he traveled to Vienna with the University of Florida
moot court team as the team's faculty adviser.

One also would suspect that he would take nat-
urally to the academic world. Hanewicz's father is a
professor of political science and his mother is a
high-school teacher; he admits that he had often
thought about a teaching career. And while he
enjoyed practicing law, he is happy to be in the

world of legal education-he feels lucky to be able
to spend even more time on those aspects of the
law that interest him the most. For example, he is
now in the midst of a research project on a mergers
and acquisitions issue.

As a teacher, Hanewicz works hard to be ap-
proachable and informal and he appreciates the
fact that in many of his classes, he is teaching his
students a whole new language. "Most people have
had some experience with things like contracts," he
says,"even if it's just an apartment lease. But when
they get into a course like corporations, they often
come in with a completely blank slate." In filling
that slate, Hanewicz says, he often thinks of and
tries to recreate the techniques of his favorite UW
law professors.

Jean Love

One thing JEAN LOVE '68 finds amusing
about her law teaching career is that it
began when she became a "visiting pro-

fessor from nowhere." Her friends and mentors at
the UW Law School so wanted her to come and
teach that she was allowed to take the title of visit-
ing professor when she first returned even though
she came straight from practice. Yet she must have
had it in the back of her mind that she would be
teaching someday; from an early age, she declared
each year that she wanted to teach in the grade that
she was currently attending.

It did take her a while to get there. After gradu-
ating first in her class of around ISS-and surviving
as one of six women in that class-Love went to
Nebraska with her husband, who had enlisted in
the Air Force. In Nebraska, she had her first real
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experience with sex discrimination. "None of the
firms in Omaha would hire me," she says. "They
even told me that they couldn't hire me because
their clients wouldn't be comfortable with a
woman." She ended up taking a job with a Lincoln,
Nebraska, firm and had a 70-mile commute each
way, six days a week.

While she was in Nebraska, Lovebegan receiving
inquiries from UW law professors about teaching,
but she always refused. Some while later, at a time
when her marriage was beginning to falter, UW
torts Professor Richard Campbell died and she was
asked to fill in for one academic year.This time she
accepted, and thus became a visiting professor, but
one who had no home institution.

That problem was solved the next year. UW
Dean Spencer Kimball had a conversation with a
former colleague, Dan Dykstra, who just happened
to be the dean at the University of California at
Davis Law School. Through this connection, Jean
was hired at UC-Davis in 1972, again as a visiting
professor, but within six weeks she was on the
tenure track.

She ended up spending 19 years at Davis,becom-
ing tenured after four. She continued teaching torts
there, and added other courses, including remedies
and introduction to law.When someone was need-
ed to teach federal courts, she taught that as well.

In the meantime, her personal life was changing.
Her marriage dissolved in 1978; several years later,
she met her life partner, who (a) is a woman, and
(b) was tenured at another law school, the
University of Texas. The two managed to stay to-
gether over seven years of visiting California and
Texas law schools when they could and maintain-
ing a long distance relationship when they could
not. In 1991, says Jean, they became the first open-
ly lesbian couple to be hired by a law school, the
University of Iowa.

At Iowa, she continues to teach in her specialty
areas-torts, remedies, introduction to law, and fed-
eral courts (now evolving into a "dual courts"
course). But she incorporates into all of those
courses issues of gender and sexual orientation dis-
crimination as well as the more traditional issues of
race and religion. She now teaches Constitutional
Law II, and in that course, too, students are exposed
to gay and lesbian civil rights issues.

She considers herself a cause-oriented person,
and her service record is extensive. She began by

helping to institute infant care in the basement of
the law school at Davis; at Iowa she worked to get
gay and lesbian couples full parity with married
couples in faculty benefits. She has been involved
with the Society of American LawTeachers (SAiD,
a progressive organization of law faculty, since the
late '70s, having found "a family" there, and, along
with her partner, served as co-president of the
organization in the mid-'90s. She has also served on
numerous committees for the Association of
American Law Schools, including one that devel-
oped procedures for protecting gay men and les-
bians against discrimination in law schools.

But her favorite part of being a law professor is
teaching-she says she never wants to retire and
leave the classroom. Questioning students in the
traditional "Socratic method" is her favorite way to
teach. She rarely "lectures;' she says ("I bore myself
to tears when I lecture"), preferring to operate with
two- to three-minute "mini lectures" that will spark
class discussion. She must be doing something
right; last year she was one of six professors on the
entire University of Iowa campus to receive the Re-
gents' Award for Faculty Excellence.

Peter Krug

APh.D. in Russian history may have helped
PETER KRUG '85 land his teaching job at
the University of Oklahoma College of

Law.While it was not a common credential for law
professors, and while he also listed law review and
Order of the Coif on his resume, he believes that
having the doctorate caused recruiters to take spe-
cial notice of him.

Five years after graduating from law school, Krug
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had all but given up his idea of teaching-he had
originally hoped to do so in Russian and Eastern
European history-and he was comfortably en-
sconced in a large Madison law firm, content with
his career choice.

But beginning around 1989, when major
changes were occurring in the Soviet Union, Krug
felt a tug. He had kept in touch with UW law pro-
fessor Zig Zile,a native of Latviawho specialized in
Soviet law. He also spoke often with David Me-
Donald, a UW history professor who studied Rus-
sian history. Peter found that he wanted to use his
knowledge of Russian history somehow, but was
stymied in his law practice.

With encouragement from his friends, Krug
decided to put his hat in the ring of the Association
of American Law Schools' annual recruiting
process. "You have a one-page form on which you
need to put your life,"he says. He spent hours on
that form, trying to get it just right, and listing his
teaching and research interests as the Russian legal
system and mass media law.

Among the law schools interviewing him at the
recruiting conference (and afterwards) was Okla-
homa. He accepted their offer and has been teach-
ing there ever since, becoming the Samuel Roberts
Noble Foundation Professor of Law in 1998. Of
teaching and scholarship he says,"I have the incred-
ible privilege of spending most of my time on stuff
1 love doing."

He credits his experience atWisconsin with much
of his current philosophy about law teaching. "I was
imbued with the notion that law is part of a larger
historical and political picture;' he says,remembering
in particular his history of law course with Dirk
Hartog. He was also inspired, he says,by Arlen Chris-
tenson, whom he calls "a model law professor."

Krug has a chance to catch up with his mentors
and his other favorite professors who are still at
Wisconsin-John Kidwell, Ken Davis, Richard Bild-
er, and Len Kaplan, to name a few-fairly regularly.
Every summer, he and his wife leave Oklahoma and
return to Madison where he "sets up shop" in the
law library. He says the faculty and staff are "very
accommodating" and tolerate his recurring pres-
ence quite well. He also values the opportunity to
discuss Russian legal issues with Professor Kathryn
Hendley, and he even plays softball on a team man-
aged by Assistant Dean Ed Reisner.

The UW Law School was a perfect fit for some-

one like him, he says-someone interested in histo-
ry and politics. "Wisconsin does so much in law and
society-it was very inspirational to me. And
because 1was fairly academically oriented anyway,
the atmosphere of intellectual curiosity and excite-
ment was just what 1was looking for."

Juliet Kostritsky

JVLIET KOSTRITSKY '80, who now teaches
law at Case Western Reserve University Law
School, had no aspirations to join a law facul-
ty when she left law school. She headed for a

Wall Street firm and the exciting and emerging law
she just knew she would find there. It turned out
that she found practice to be less intellectual and
more practical than she had imagined it would be.

'The [UW Law] faculty care so much
about the students-they have this sense
of duty and obligation that is very rare
but is emblematic of that law school.'

But it wasn't until she returned to a reunion of
her high school class at Phillips Exeter Academy
that Kostritsky realized what she was missing. "I sat
in on my former English teacher's class while he
was discussing poetry. 1 thought to myself 'this is
what 1 want to be doing-I want to be teaching
about ideas!'"

So in 1984, Kostritsky left her high-powered as-
sociate's position and went to Case Western. When
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doubt be proud of her research on this project. Kos-
tritsky calls her law review experience a "big part of
why I'm teaching and writing these days." She
worked with "wonderful editors" on law review dur-
ing a period in her life she calls "a formative time."
And she was fortunate, she says,to have had the help
of her former professor Ken Davis who discussed
with her the intricacies of Rule lOb-5 (an anti-fraud
provision of the federal securities laws) when she
was working on her law review comment.

she told her contracts professor from Wisconsin-
Robert Gordon, now atYale-that she was going be
teaching first-year contracts, he said "read every-
thing you can on contracts in the legal periodicals."
She found his response refreshingly typical of fac-
ulty who were interested in the intellectual pursuit
of the law.

"Wisconsin was a wonderful place for fostering
ideas,"she says of the intellectual atmosphere. "And
the faculty there care so much about the students-
they have this sense of duty and obligation that is
very rare but is emblematic of that law school:'

She says she still remembers being in Larry
Church's property class and how excited he would
get about stories of lawyers thinking "outside of the
box." She admired Church's ability to take a case
such as the Keeble v. Hickeringill case from 1707
and show the students how creative the lawyer had
been in framing the case as an interference with
trade case rather than a wild animal case. She ad-
mits to reflecting back on his property classes
when preparing her own.

Teaching property and contracts gives Kostritsky
a lot of exposure to the first-year students at Case
Western and she loves their enthusiasm. "In the first
year,you are teaching students a whole new way to James Krier

think," she says, "and it's exciting to be a part of

shaping their experience." 11M KRIER '66 decided to attend law school
She must be successful from the first years' per- because of a job he had right out of college as

spective as she has received the First Years' Profes- a management trainee. He left that job to join
sorAward at CaseWestern for two years in a row. In the army and after completing his service and
addition to the first-year courses, she teaches a sem- beginning to think about what he would do next,
inar in advanced contracts and commercial paper. he couldn't imagine going back to it. So he chose

Kostritsky recently completed an empirical more education.
research project that had satisfying results. She Once he arrived, Krier did well in his law school
began with a proposition, espoused by numerous i'" courses and got to know many of his professors.
other scholars in the field, that promissory estop- Among those he remembers well are Stewart
pel, while a favorite of law professors, was not often Macaulay,Frank Remington, Willard Hurst, and Bill
accepted by the courts. She collected data from a Whitford. He took a seminar from Lawrence Fried-
number of cases over a five-yearperiod and discov- man and sought his help with an article that was
ered that once certain cases were weeded out eventually published in the Stanford Law Review;
(those with particularly weak promissory estoppel Krier also later co-wrote with Friedman an article
claims and those with fatal flaws), the data showed that appeared in the. University of Pennsylvania
that courts do in fact provide relief in promissory Law Review. Friedman and Bill Klein, another pro-
estoppel cases.The article is entitled "The Rise and fessor from whom Krier took two courses, were
Fall of Promissory Estoppel or Is Promissory Estop- instrumental in his later decision to pursue law
pel Really as Unsuccessful as Scholars Say It Is:A teaching. "They were quite approachable," he says,
New Look at the Data." It is forthcoming in the "so I got to know them pretty well.And from what
Wake Forest Law Review. I could see, law teaching looked like a nice life."

Her law review buddies fromWisconsin would no After graduating first in his class, Krier clerked
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for Chief Justice RogerTraynor of the California Su-
preme Court, where he, along with the other su-
preme court clerks, did extensive work on judicial
opinions as well as occasional law review articles; at
the court, he rediscovered the love of writing that
had become evident to him when he was articles
editor of the Wisconsin Law Review.

When his clerkship ended, Krier left for Washing-
ton, D.C., working for two years for the firm of
Arnold and Porter, after which he returned to
California and began teaching at UClA Law School.
He found law teaching to be an excellent fit, and has
been teaching ever since. After UClA, he taught at
Stanford University Law School and ftnally,in 1983,
he moved to the University of Michigan Law School,
where he is the Earl Warren DeLano Professor of
Law and a recognized authority on property law.
Krier's major areas of scholarship and teaching are
in property law and law and economics; he is the
coauthor of what is probably the most widely used
property law text in the country. He also teaches
environmental law and trusts and estates. His fa-
vorite part of teaching, he says, is the interaction
with students.

Krier's major areas of
scholarship and teaching are
property law and law and
economics; he is the co-author
of what is probably the most
widely used property law
text in the country.

What has changed in legal education over the 33
years during which he has been involved in it?Well,
there has deftnitely been an increase in clinical pro-
grams and interdisciplinary work, he says.Also, he
sees law school faculties as getting better all the
time. "There is a glut of talent out there," he says.
"The applicants we are seeing are extraordinarily
qualifted for the jobs they are seeking."

Even 36 years after leaving Wisconsin he has
fond memories of his time here. "I made some
awfully good friends in law school,"he says.In those
years, during the Vietnam War, there was a manda-
tory service requirement; many of his ROTC bud-

dies ended up being his classmates in law school so
he found himself in a familiar, welcoming commu-
nity from the beginning. And the faculty members
were "very generous to me,"he says.

Charles Geyh

Students in the law course of CHARLIE GEYH
'83 law courses probably feel that they get
their money's worth. Geyh admits that there

is an aspect of performance in his classes, but he
insists that it is a two-way performance."My favorite
part of teaching? Definitely mixing it up with stu-
dents." He must be good at it; last year he received
the Indiana University Trustees'Teaching Award.

Geyh came to Indiana University Law School at
Bloomington in 1998 after holding a number of
other positions that along with law teaching vie for
what he calls "the best job of my life." Before he
began his career as a law professor, first at Widener
University School of Law and later IV,he clerked for
a federal appellate judge, worked for a Washington,
D.C., law firm, and served as counsel to the U.S.
House of Representatives' Committee on the Judi-
ciary, working for Wisconsin Congressman Robert
Kastenmeier. His experience on Capitol Hill gives
him plenty of material to enrich his courses on
courts and Congress and the legal profession.

It was the experience with the House Judiciary
Committee that first got him interested in his pri-
mary research fteld-judicial independence and
judicial accountability. These topics got especially
hot, even with the public, he says, after a contro-
versial 1996 ruling by federal judge Harold Baer.His
work since then has explored the extent to which
we do and should control judges and their rulings
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and he has written extensively on the subject.
He tries his best, he says, to pay equal attention

to the three aspects of law professorship- teach-
ing, scholarship and service. "I realize that most pro-
fessors tend to align themselves primarily with one
or another of the three;' he says."But I really try to
keep it balanced."

His service record speaks for itself: director of
the American Judicature Society's Center for Judi-
cial Independence; reporter for the American Bar
Association's commissions on judicial independ-
ence and public financing of judicial elections; con-
sultant to the National Commission on Judicial Dis-
cipline and Removal; and legislative liaison to the
Federal Courts Study Committee.

The service aspect, Geyh says,"is all tied up with"
his personal mission as a law professor. He empha-
sizes to his students that they are about to enter a
profession for which they will take a public oath to
do public good. "I sometimes get up on my soap-
box,"he says sheepishly, but he wants them to know
that they will always wear two hats: one of service
to their clients and one of service to the public.

His inspiration for his own commitment? He says
it came in the form of UW Law Professor Gerald
Thain, for whom he did research while in law school
on commercial speech and deceptive advertising.
"Gerry is what I would call 'an applied academic;"
Geyh says."He was always interested in the greater
good. He is truly the kind of academic that I aspire
to be."Geyh credits Thain with exposing him to con-
sumer activism early in his legal career (and with
later helping him to find his first teaching job).

Memories of other Wisconsin professors also
stay with him these days. "Asa teacher, I'm proba-
bly most like Chuck Irish and Tom Palay,"he says."I
try to combine their traits to maintain a high level
of energy and rigor in the classroom that keeps stu-
dents interested and up to speed."

Geyh remembers his experience on the
Wisconsin Law Review as "phenomenal" and the
crowd he worked with there as "productive and a
lot of fun." It was, he says, "an extraordinary com-
munity of people to be involved with." •

-Annie Walljasper
Annie Walljasper '85 has been writing and editing
for legal publications for more than 10 years. She
began teaching legal writing at the UW Law
School in 1994, and serves as an editor for the
National Conference of Bar Examiners.

Replies from More Professors
While space considerations kept us from interviewing
more than 12 alums in legal education, we wanted to
share the responses received when our last Gargoyle
asked for news of professors who earned law degrees
at the UW Here are three noteworthy replies:

I am teaching at Northeastern University in
Boston. I teach criminal law, criminal due process,
legaljurisprudence, or Introduction to Law and
Legal Process 1& 2 and evidence.

It's hard to single out one professor. Krista Ralston
and Michele LaVigne, along with other professors,
encouraged me to practice law, which I did for five
years. But 1believe I got he idea to teach from my
clinical experiences with both of these professors.
Ideally, I would like to work in a clinical teaching
arena, but for now I love teaching the law.
So, I say thank you to my two legal inspirations.

Bridgette Baldwin (Bridgette Richmond '96)

I teach at the Louis D.Brandeis School of Law at
the University of Louisville in Louisville, Kentucky
My teaching specialties are criminal procedure.
My research specialty isjudicial ethics.

When I studied at UWMadison, I had been
teaching for four years. I was fortunate to sit in
on some classes taught by exceptional teachers-
especially Herman Goldstein and Willard Hurst.
In addition, Frank Remington was encouraging as
my faculty advisor, and Ben Kempinen at LAIP was
always very supportive in the project I completed
while in Madison.

Les Abrahamson (LL.M. '78, SJ.D. '79)

I teach Civil Procedure I and II, Property II,
Women and the Law, and Sexual Orientation and
the Law, at California Western School of Law, San

Diego, California. My specialty area of scholarship
is legal recognition of same-sex relationships, and
most recently, same-sex marriage and conflicts of
law. I also just finished a four-year term as Associate
Dean for Academic Affairs.

The two professors most influential were Jim
Jones and Carin Clauss. Both were very strong in
encouraging me to become a law professor and they
both helped me understand the demands of the
position. Jim Jones suggested always keeping a run-
ning list of my future scholarship plans so that I
always had a research agenda ready for pursuing.
Carin Clauss was extremely supportive while I was
teaching as a member of the academic staff at the
Law School and Women's Studies program, and
encouraged me to seek a tenure-track position so that
I could more fully participate in scholarship, commu-
nity service and faculty governance. Their help and
encouragement made all the difference to me.

Barbara Cox '82
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