
these circumstances the full ben-
efits of the law course cannot be
had. There is insufficient time
for study; and much worry,
fatigue and ill health. Some of
the students are actually hungry,
and every member of the faculty
knows from personal observa-
tion the desperate efforts which
many are making to put them-
selves through school."

As previously noted, WLAAwas
organized as a membership association.
There were three classes of members: (a)
annual members whose dues were $1.00
per year; (b) subscribing members whose
dues were $2.00 per year and who
received the Wisconsin Law Review with-
out additional cost; and (c) life members,
who paid $40.00 to be exempt from pay-
ing more dues and who also received the
Law Review as a benefit of their life mem-
berships. Membership in the Association
was open to anyone who had been a stu-
dent at the Law School for at least one
academic year. The dues seem extremely
modest by today's standards, but we have
to remember that those were the depres-
sion days of the thirties. Moreover, the
attempt apparently was to obtain
widespread alumni support by keeping
the dues low.

As might be expected, there appears to
have been little organized alumni activity

poration and by-laws have been amended
from time to time.

What we present here can hardly be
called a definitive history of the Associa-
tion. However, after 60 years of service to
the Law School, the Association deserves
its day in the sun, and so we will attempt
to present some of the highlights of the
past 60 years as we see them.

There is little doubt that the initial impetus
for the organization of the Association
stemmed from the need for scholarship
funds. In a message included in a 1935
alumni directory, Dean Garrison wrote in
part:

"Many of the students who are working
their way through school devote as much
as 5 or 6 hours a day to their jobs. Under

Dean Bernstine and Dean Emeritus Cliff Thompson

Through the Class of 1994,
more than 14,500 students have
graduated from the University
of Wisconsin Law School. While
each individual has contributed
to the reputation of the School,
their collaborative efforts as
alumni have provided unique
and continuous support particu-
larly through the activities of
the official alumni organization,
the Wisconsin Law Alumni
Association.

Although there may have been some
attempts at organized alumni activity prior
to 1934, the Wisconsin Law Alumni Asso-
ciation, as we know it today, can be
traced to that year. The Association origi-
nally was established as an unincorporat-
ed membership association. The first exec-
utive committee consisted of Isadore Alk
('27) Green Bay, Claire Bird ('91) Wausau,
Kenneth F. Burgess ('12) Chicago, Hon.
William R. Foley ('92) Superior, William 1.
Gill ('31) Milwaukee, Otto A. Oestreich
('97) Janesville, Hon. John D. Wickhem
('17) Madison, Francis]. Wilcox ('32) Eau
Claire and Edgar 1. Wood ('92) Milwau-
kee. However, as we will see shortly, the
inspiration for the organization of the
Association may have come from Dean
Lloyd K. Garrison.

The Association was incorporated in
1940. It has continued in corporate form
since then, although the articles of incor-
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during the war years of the early 1940s.
However, the 1946 annual meeting attract-
ed 64 members, and about 90 attended
the 1947 meeting. At the time, Association
membership stood at 1,259.

The minutes of the 1947 meeting also
reveal some shift away from the almost
exclusive focus on scholarship support in
the early days of the Association. This
probably was due to the fact that the G.I.
Bill was available as financial support for
the many veterans who entered law school
after the end of the war. In any event, the
minutes show that: (a) the life membership
reserve was cut in half to create more
operating funds; (b) the Dean was autho-
rized to use alumni funds within his dis-
cretion for speakers programs; and (c)
funds were authorized for the purchase of
a specified set of books, all classics in the
law, for the Extension Division's lending
library and for the use of students serving
apprenticeships. Funds on hand in 1947
totaled about $3,414 of which $1,346 was
in the life members reserve,

Dues were increased modestly in 1947
and again in 1953, but the 1956 annual
budget still was only about $4,500 of
which about half was designated for
scholarship support. It seems clear that lit-
tle progress had been made in fund rais-
ing through membership dues and that
another approach was needed. Some evi-

1893 Law School building

dence of this was the appointment in 1957
of an Association committee to investigate
the needs of the Law School, "including
salaries for the faculty and dean." The
impetus for appointment of this commit-
tee apparently was a faculty report which
outlined the financial needs of the School
and which recommended a $300,000 fund
raising campaign. Of this total, $100,000
was to be used to endow a George I.
Haight professorship and $200,000 was to
constitute a flexible fund under the con-
trol of the dean to be used for (a) scholar-
ships, (b) library acquisitions, and (c) fac-
ulty salary support. Thus, by the late
fifties, it is clear that the dean and faculty
and the Association leaders were thinking
in terms of much greater financial support
for the School than had been achieved
through membership dues.

A significant step in the enhancement of
fund raising was achieved through the
organization of the Benchers Society in
1963. There had been discussion of a
broadly-based annual fund drive the pre-
vious year, but the Association instead set-
tled upon the idea of a limited-member-
ship society in which membership would
constitute a measure of professional pres-

tige as well as impose
an obligation of sub-
stantial financial sup-
port for the School
on an annual basis.
Membership would
be by invitation only
and would be limited
to 100 alumni who
would agree to pay
membership dues of
$100 per year.

It is not clear
from our records
exactly how the idea
of the Benchers Soci-
ety originated.
George Young was
Dean at the time.
Membership solicita-
tion letters were
signed by Robert L.
Curry, Chairman of



tuned alumni fund raising activities at that
school. He envisioned a similar effort at
the University of Wisconsin Law School.
The concept was to involve as many
alumni as possible in providing substantial
financial support for the Law School on an
annual basis. The fund raising structure
involved a National Chairman, Regional
Chairmen and Class Agents to coordinate
the annual fund drives and to make sure
that, to the extent possible, every alumnus
would receive a personal solicitation. The
fund structure was approved by the Law
Alumni Association early in 1969, and the
first annual fund drive got under way in
the fall of that year.

To provide better communications with
alumni throughout the year, Dean Kimball
also received the support of the Associa-
tion in funding the publication of a quar-
terly magazine to bring news of the
School to the alumni and to foster com-
munications between the School and its
alumni as well as among members of the
Law Alumni Association. Thus, the Gar-
goyle was launched at about the same
time as the first annual fund drive. For
many years, the Gargoyle would be edited
by Ruth Doyle, Assistant to the Dean.

Writing in the first issue of the Gar-
goyle, John S. Lord of Chicago who had
been appointed National Chairman of the
Law Alumni Fund, exhorted alumni to join
him in supporting the School:

"The Law School is particularly deserv-

First National Campaign chair John Lord

In 1968, Dean Spencer Kimball arrived on
the scene. Dean Kimball had taught at the
University of Michigan Law School and
was familiar with the extensive and well-

cretion to use them where they were most
needed. The Benchers dues were
increased to $150 in 1973 and member-
ship limits were raised to 150 in 1974.
Dues were subsequently increased to $250
per year and stand at $500 per year as of
1994. By 1981, the Benchers had con-
tributed almost $235,000 in discretionary
funds. As of 1994, the total would be at
least twice that amount.

Class of 1931 reunion dinner during Spring Program in 1981

Dean Oliver Rundel (1942-45)

the Board of Visitors and by Walter Bjork
and John Shiels, past presidents of the
Wisconsin Law Alumni Association. Others
also were active in recruiting members for
the Society. Herbert Terwilliger of Wausau
is said to have set the recruitment record
in that he recruited seven members for the
Society. Enrollments seem to have been
mostly completed for the 100-member
Society by the end of 1963.

The membership solicitation letter
explained that a "Bencher" in England is a
senior barrister who has been selected to
be a member of the governing body of his
Inn of Court. He is a man of prestige and
authority. Legal education has always
been the principal care of the Benchers.
The letter further explained that the pur-
pose of the Benchers Society was to
establish a fund to be disbursed in the
best interest of the University of Wiscon-
sin Law School at the discretion of the
Dean with the approval of the Board of
Directors of the Wisconsin Law Alumni
Association. Examples of contemplated
uses of the funds were scholarships and
loans for law students, special educational
programs such as lectures by distin-
guished members of the bench, bar and
teaching profession and special student
activities such as moot court competitions.

At a time when Association member-
ship dues were providing perhaps no
more than $4,000 per year, the roughly
$10,000 provided annually by the
Benchers was a major step forward in
fund raising. The funds were that much
more valuable because the Dean had dis-
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u.s. Supreme Court]ustice Thurgood Marshall and Dean Spencer Kimball

ing of help from lawyers. Our profession
needs its graduates; their quality can be
enhanced by scholarship assistance. The
University needs the strength and influ-
ence supplied by a devoted Law Faculty.
Your gifts may help assure their retention.
Our world needs men and women, such
as Wisconsin trains, ready to serve the
small as well as the large needs of all peo-
ple. Wisconsin has a reputation for excel-
lence, but critically needs our help now.

I ask you, therefore, to give as gen-
erously as you are able when you are
solicited, or to help in the drive if you are
asked, and thereby offer testament of your
concurrence with the worthy goals of the
Wisconsin Law School Fund."

The goal was to raise at least $100,000
in the first year of the annual fund drive.
In fact, the annual total ranged between
$45,000 and $60,000 for the first several
years. Nevertheless, that was a substantial
achievement when we consider that the
combined annual total of Association
membership dues and Benchers dues was
roughly $25,000 at that time. In recent
years, annual contributions to the Law
Alumni Fund have ranged between
$300,000 and $400,000. Thus, the concept
of a well-organized, broadly-based annual
fund drive endorsed by the Association in
1969 has proved to be sound and has
been of great help to the Law School over
the past 25 years.

From a financial standpoint, the 1970s was
a difficult era for the Law School. Enroll-
ment had burgeoned during the late six-
ties and had increased by about 50 per-
cent before the School put a lid on
enrollments. State funding support did not
keep pace. In fact, the School got caught
in an enrollment funding formula imposed
by the state. This formula became effec-
tive after enrollments had increased,
which meant that state budgetary support
would diminish if enrollment was cut. The
Alumni Association was supportive in
many ways during this funding crisis. With
alumni assistance, state funding support
for some of the Law School's clinical pro-
grams was obtained. Another significant
step taken by the Association was to pro-
vide part-time salary support for an Assis-
tant Dean who would devote part time to
the affairs of the Association and assist in
fund raising and other Association func-
tions. Bill Lewis was appointed to this
position in 1974, and from 1976 to 1994,
Ed Reisner held the position of Assistant
Dean for Placement and Alumni Affairs. In
mid-1994, Ed began devoting full time to
alumni relations. Both state and alumni
financial support increased somewhat in
terms of absolute dollars during the
decade but not enough to keep pace with
the high rate of inflation during the latter
part of the seventies.

In this financially challenged period,
both the Accreditation Committee of the
American Bar Association and some mem-
bers of the faculty urged the Alumni Asso-
ciation to undertake a major capital fund
drive. In the spring of 1981, Dean Helstad
wrote to the Board of Directors of the
Alumni Association urging the adoption of
a plan of cooperation with the University
of Wisconsin Foundation in mounting a
major capital fund drive. Happily, the
Foundation had by that time entered upon
a program of what it termed "constituency
fund raising" whereby employees of the
Foundation were assigned to various
schools and colleges of the University
which expressed an interest in alumni
fund raising. The concept was approved
by the Board of Directors of the Alumni
Association, and the School's first major
capital fund drive got under way in the
fall of 1981. David Utley was hired by the
Foundation as the Law School's first full-
time development director. Irv Charne of
Milwaukee undertook the leadership of
the fund drive from the standpoint of the
Alumni Association.

By any measure, the capital fund drive
was a huge success. In his final report,
David Utley noted that the Law School's
endowment had increased from less than
$1,000,000 to over $7,500,000 as a result
of the drive. Student scholarship endow-
ments were increased by more than
$3,600,000 and more than $1,700,000 was
contributed to endow professorships.
Commenting on the drive, Dean Cliff
Thompson said:

"This major campaign succeeded
because of the effective participation of
many members of the Law School com-
munity, both on campus and among the
alumni, to whom we are deeply grateful.
Recognition is especially owing to Irvin B.
Charne ('49) who so ably served as
National Chairman of the campaign. With-
out his leadership and enthusiasm, and
the active support of those other alumni
who responded so willingly to Irv's
request that they assist in the drive, the
campaign would not have succeeded.
Special thanks is due also to former Dean
Orrin Helstad during whose tenure as
Dean the campaign was conceived and
given shape, and to Professor David
Trubek, now Director of our Institute for
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The Board of Visitors officially came into
existence on January 1, 1958, having been
authorized by action of the Board of
Directors of the Wisconsin Law Alumni
Association. According to the statement of
purpose:

"The members of this Board should
assist in the development of a close and
helpful relationship between the Law
School and the University of Wisconsin
Law School Alumni on all matters of mutu-
al interest including Law School facilities,
curriculum, placement, admission, and
public relations of the School and the Bar."

At the time, many alumni felt they
were out of touch with the daily workings
and larger direction of the School. The
only communication with the School was
through the annual Dean's letter, and
many alumni, concerned about the stan-
dard of legal education at their alma
mater, wanted some input.

One of the concerns in the early years
was admission standards. The Visitors sug-
gested a number of possibilities for tight-

referred to as the Spring Program but
which recently has been switched to the
fall). Other examples could be mentioned,
but we will here confine ourselves to two
major programs: (a) the annual visits by
the Board of Visitors; and (b) the confer-
ring of awards and prizes to reward and
thereby encourage excellence in teaching,
research, practice and public service.

Board of Visitors meeting

The Alumni Association over the past 60
years has engaged in a number of helpful
activities not directly involving financial
support for the Law School. As early as
1948, for example, the Association voted
to authorize co-sponsorship with the Law
School of institutes for practicing attorneys
in Madison and on a regional basis and
appropriated not to exceed $200 for that
purpose. From time to time, continuing
legal education programs have been spon-
sored in connection with the annual
Alumni Association meetings (generally

Legal Studies, and former Associate Dean
Stuart Gullickson and Alumni Director
Edward Reisner, who played major roles
in the planning process. Dave Utley (who
will be embarrassed by my insistence on
this sentence in his report) provided the
inspired guidance which brought us to a
successful conclusion."

Of course, Dean Thompson himself
deserves major credit for the success of
the fund drive, but the point we wish to
make here is not the assigning of individ-
ual credits but rather the importance of
cooperative effort among faculty and staff
of the Law School, the Wisconsin Law
Alumni Association and the University of
Wisconsin Foundation.

Fortunately, that cooperation is contin-
uing. There is underway at present anoth-
er major capital campaign-this one to
raise $5,000,000 to supplement a state
appropriation for a major renovation of
and addition to the law building, Dean
Daniel Bernstine is devoting a major por-
tion of his time to this fundraising effort.
Christopher Richards now is serving as
full-time Development Director for the
Law School, having replaced David Utley
who resigned after having served in that
position for eight years. And the Alumni
Association leadership has devoted major
time and effort to the fund drive, About
$3,500,000 already had been raised as of
the summer of 1994, so once again the
cooperative effort is paying off.



Dean George Bunn and u.s. Court of Appeals Judge Thomas Fairchild

As we noted in the beginning, we have
not attempted to write a definitive history
of the Law Alumni Association. However,
we hope we have covered enough of the
highlights of the past 60 years to instill in
all the School's alumni a renewed sense of
pride in its Association and the important
role it has played in the life of the Law
School.

Looking at the matter from a financial
standpoint, we can say with considerable
confidence that the importance of the
Association's role is not likely to diminish.
As Dean Bernstine has accurately pointed
out on a number of occasions in the last
few years, our Law School has become a
state-assisted law school as distinguished
from a fully-supported school. While the
funding provided by the state of Wiscon-
sin is crucial, so is the financial support
provided by our alumni. And while much
of the day-to-day fund raising activity is
now being done under the auspices of the
University of Wisconsin Foundation, the
Law Alumni Association and its leadership

approved at the meeting on February 16,
1966. Criteria for selection of award recipi-
ents included being a graduate or full-time
teacher at the Law School and being
deceased, retired or over 65 years of age.
Basic criterion for selection was to be "out-
standing contribution to the profession,
within or without the school or state, as a
practitioner, teacher, judge or in govern-
ment." Nominations for the award were to
be made by a committee of the Associa-
tion's Board of Directors and the Board of
Visitors and selection was to be made by
combined vote of the two boards.

One to three persons have received
the award each year since 1966. Originally
called the Distinguished Alumni-Faculty
Award, it is now called simply the Distin-
guished Service Award.

In 1986, a separate award was institut-
ed to recognize outstanding teaching by a
faculty member at the Law School. Each
year recent graduates select a nominee for
this award. There are no criteria other
than excellence in teaching as determined
by the recent graduates and some faculty
members have been recipients of the
award more than once.

The idea of an annual distinguished ser-
vice award first appears in the minutes of
the Association's meeting of May 1, 1965.
Clyde Cross of Baraboo, who was Presi-
dent of the Association at the time, seems
to have been the principal promoter of the
idea. The matter received further discus-
sion at the meeting on October 23, 1965,
and a plan for the award was finally

students and professors. It is clear that the
Visitors have been involved in every
aspect of Law School life and have helped
to facilitate an educational venture in
which the voice of alumni is heard on a
regular basis.

ening the standards. Another matter under
consideration in the 1950s was the pro-
posed new law building. The Visitors
actively supported the Law Faculty's oppo-
sition to the idea of a single building to
house Law, Sociology and Anthropology.

In the early 1960s, the Board of Visi-
tors became the governing committee of
the Benchers Society and were responsi-
ble for selecting its members. The Visitors
also were involved in promoting more
skills training in the curriculum.

Since the early 1970s, the Visitors have
made annual visits to the School which
have included sitting in on classes, discus-
sions with students, faculty and the Dean,
and written reports of its findings and rec-
ommendations. The Visitors' report is pub-
lished annually in the Gargoyle to keep
alumni informed of the major issues facing
the School. Over the past 25 years, these
issues have included concern about
apparent lack of interest in classes on the
part of second and third-year students,
clinical program opportunities and other
changes in teaching methods, expanded
opportunities for minority students
through the Legal Education Opportunity
Program, faculty salary problems, faculty
leave policy, compliance with ABA
accreditation standards, selection of deans,
the legal writing program, workings of the
placement office and how the School
might attract more minority and women
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continue to be important in interpreting
the needs of the Law School to its alumni.

Similarly, with respect to non-financial
matters, the Association leadership and
the Board of Visitors will continue to play

important roles in interpreting to the facul-
ty the perceived needs of practitioners
and interpreting to alumni the many roles
of a faculty member of a law school
which is part of a major research universi-

ty. We anticipate that the Wisconsin Law
Alumni Association will continue to playa
significant role in legal education for the
next 60 years, much as it has done for the
past 60 years.
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