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Like most things in life, the more you put
into it, the more you get back out. That's
how the Class of 1969 Reunion Committee
must feel after our very successful 25th
Reunion last fall. Reunions rise or fall
depending on the core efforts of a group
of people devoted to bringing together
interested classmates. The group includes
a number of people who work for the
Law School, from the dean to the secre-
taries who prepare and send notices, but,
most importantly, to a handful of class
members who take on the time consum-
ing chore of individually contacting other
classmates and convincing them to return
to Madison for a series of what are
planned as fun events. And we did have
fun!

We met on Friday evening, September
23rd, for cocktails and a buffet dinner.
Our class shared a room with two other
classes and no speeches or program inter-
fered with our time to get reacquainted.
By Saturday morning, we were beginning
to feel a little like third year law students
again as we attended a pre-football
brunch at the Memorial Union. The
weather was great and so was the football
team. After a few hours of relaxation, we
were off to our own reunion dinner at the
Madison Club. It was here that we could
concentrate on entertaining each other
with reminisences and celebrate one of
the other reasons for holding a reunion-
the Class of 1969 Fund.

While not a required part of any class
reunion, our Class had chosen, through
the Reunion Committee, to make an effort
to comemmorate our silver anniversary by
making a substantial gift to the Law
School's Building Fund. In return, the
School would remember us by naming a
suitable room after the Class and enscrib-
ing the names of the donors on a plaque
inside the room. With much pride I can
announce that 55 members of our class
have pledged almost $200,000 to the Class
of 1969 Fund.

In light of our success, it is perhaps
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timely to recount how alumni activities
have changed over the past five or six
years. For many years, alumni activities
basically consisted of the Spring Program,
an event attended by self-motivated alum-
ni. During the deanship of Orrin Helstad,
the School began to realize how important
cultivating a good relationship with its
alumni was and began to reach out in a
tentative way with events outside Madison
where we had concentrations of alumni.
Dean Cliff Thompson stepped up our
alumni activities and made it his goal to
visit each major city in Wisconsin at least
every three years.

When Dan Bernstine stepped into the
deanship, he also stepped into a prepared
schedule of nearly 40 alumni events
throughout Wisconsin and elsewhere,
wherever a few alumni would gather. He
has even taken the show on the road to
Giessen, Germany, where graduates of
our largest international program now
meet annually to keep Bucky's spirit alive
in Europe. A part of the increased level of
alumni activity has been a renewed effort
to bring classes back to Madison to cele-
brate their graduation.

As your class reaches one of the big
anniversaries, 10th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 40th
or 50th, I hope you will not only plan to
attend but also to volunteer your efforts to
ensure that a significant number of your

4

classmates will join you. My experience is
that the result is well worth the effort,

jobn S. Skilton '69
President, WIAA


