
Well, it has begun and, while we still have more than a $1
million to raise, it is no longer a question of "if" but rather
"how many construction liens will be on it?" I speak, of
course, of our $14.5 million addition and remodeling pro-
ject. It has been a wild fall semester. Airhammering has
been almost constant for three months. Huge holes have
appeared in interior walls. Hallways that once led from
here to there now only lead to here and, if you do not
move fast enough, here may be a dead end as well. Exca-
vation has opened a vast pit on Bascom Hill, what some of
our non-lawyer collegues on campus have always pictured
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for the Law School. Classes have been held everywhere
from faculty offices to the J'vlemorial Union in an attempt to
escape the noise and confusion.

But a light has indeed appeared in the tunnel. Footings
for the new parts of the building are being dug and
poured. Classes have been entirely relocated beginning
second semester. It is just a year and a half until the con-
tract completion date (or six weeks before the start of the
fall semester, 1996/97, for those who doubt construction
schedules). Soon steel will begin to rise in what was our
courtyard and in what will be our new, Foley & Lardner
Trial Court Room. As you stand on the bridge between the
Library and the classroom building (at least until mid-Jan-
uary when it too will be torn down), the view to the north,
across Bascom Hill to Education, is the view you will soon
have from inside the new Grand Reading Room of the Law
Library (the yet-unnamed (hint! hint') Grand Reading
Room).

Dean George Young, in the early 1960'S, once told an
alumni gathering that he had achieved one of the goals of
all law school deans, After the 1893 building had been torn
down and before the 1963 building was finished, he told
the audience, he was the dean of a school with no build-
ing. In a way, I am now the dean of a law school with
three campuses: east, center and west. The east is our 1939
and 1960 Law libraries, although the 1960 building is about
to lose its roof, temporarily, and each floor, also temporari-
ly, as remodeling takes place. The center campus is the
1963 classroom building, although no classes will take
place here until remodeling is complete in the fall of 1996.
Our west campus is primarily the old Business School,
once Commerce, nnw Ingraham Hall, and a scattering of
rooms in other buildings where teaching will continue
until we can all move home into a reconnected, single
campus.

Reconnection is a principal theme of the entire project.
Our clinical programs will be moving back into the build-
ing from space almost a mile from the Law building. Our
outreach program, CLEW, will leave rented quarters a
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block away, and the faculty will abandon "temporary"
offices in the Library and once again be able to communi-
cate informally in adjacent offices and floors Classes will be
taught in rooms specifically designed for the type of com-
munication expected in legal education. The Library will
have gained the space it desparately needs to keep pace
with technology and an ever-expanding collection. As Pro-
fessor Tom Palay puts it, "We will have a building that rais-
es rather than dampens expectations, a building in keeping
with our reputation as one of the great law schools in the
country."

Many of you have already contributed to the construc-
tion, many of the rest will have to, and all will be asked to
do so soon. Without the one, big donor that has helped

most other building projects, we are relying on large num-
bers of substantial gifts. Perhaps its is appropriate, if not
very comfortable, to do the building in this way: like every-
thing here, our building is another example of doing more
with less. And when we are clone, hopefully every alumnus
will be able to point to the wonderful, functional, new
building with pride that comes from having had a substan-
tial part in its completion.

Set aside some time in the fall of 1996 to visit with LIS. If
I am not out hying to clear some of those liens, I'd be
happy to show you around our School, your School!

I trust that you had an enjoyable holiday season and I
wish you the very best for the New Year.
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