A Glimpse of the Future

When all the dust has settled and construction is finished, perhaps in the summer of 1996, we will invite you all to tour
our renewed facility, truly a law school for
the twenty-first century. Until then, however, join us for a glimpse of the future,
let your imagination take you three years
forward.
Rising where rooms B25 and 225 are
now, the new Grand Reading Room of the
Law Library will be perhaps the most dramatic space in the $145 million building
addition and remodeling project. The current blank brick wall facing Bascom Hill is

replaced by a wall of glass giving us not
only an excellent view of the "heart of the
campus" but also, to the east, a view
down State Street to the State Capitol. The
Grand Reading Room will be connected
by two bridges over an atrium space into
the Old Reading Room, home of the Curry
mural and the only space in the building
that the architects felt was worth preserving intact.
Viewed from across Bascom Hill, once
the Engineering School and now the
headquarters for the School of Education,
the Law School takes on an entirely new
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appearance. Highlighted by the windows
into the Grand Reading Room, the new
facade also includes windows into the
new Trial Court complex (below the
Grand Reading Room) and a three-story
wing housing the Dean and other administrative services as well as a relocated
Faculty Law Library. The current fifth floor
Faculty Library is to be remodeled into
twelve faculty offices, making the fifth
floor consistent in function and form with
floors three to six in the office tower (seen
here at the far right of the picture).

While the current courtroom, Room
150, will be remodeled as a teachingappellate courtroom, a new Trial Court
Complex, with judges' chambers and a
jury room, will be built below the Grand
Reading Room. All three rooms will be
useful as seminar rooms or small classrooms when not needed as a functioning
courtroom. The design of teaching courtrooms is quite specialized and requires
that student-spectators be brought as

Since the plans call for demolition of
rooms B25 and 225, our two largest classrooms will be recreated in the level below
the Trial Court complex. It proved cost
effective to demolish these rooms rather
than remodel them to modem standards.
Each of the two new classrooms will be
semi-circular or U-shaped, will have better
lighting and acoustics, and will be
equipped with all the audio, visual and
computer equipment that have already
become so important to classroom instruction. At the same time, these rooms as
well as the rest of the building will be
brought into compliance with new ABAstandards. The glaring inadequacies of the
current rooms, particularly the inability of
students to hear each other during classroom discussions, will disappear.
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close to the attorneys, jury and judge as
practical. At the same time, built-in cameras and playback equipment are essential if performances are to be critiqued
and used as a teaching tool. The Trial
Courtroom will be named for Foley &
Lardner in recognition of their contribution to the building project. The remodeled Appellate Courtroom will be named
for Habush, Habush & Davis who also
contributed to the building.

