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The National Law Journal
describes 1940 Law School
graduate, John Frank, as the
"Legendary appellate and trial
lawyer in the Southwest."
Frank calmly reacts, "The per-
fume is harmless if you don't
inhale."

John Frank was born and
raised in Appleton, Wis., with
the law in his blood. Frank,
whose father was a well-
known attorney in the Fox
River Valley, decided to attend
the UW-Madison. By 1940 he
had earned a bachelor's
degree, a master of arts
degree and a law degree, and
today completes almost a cen-
tury of lawyers in his family.
"I must confess that no other
possibility but a law degree ever occurred
to me," he said.

Frank graduated from the Law' School
and spent the following year as a clerk for
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black.
"It was the most rewarding experience of
my lifetime," Frank recalled. "We became
very close friends."

Frank's clerkship drew to a finish, and
World War II was close at hand, but Frank
was plagued by asthma. So, he secured a
job in 1943 as the assistant to the Secre-
tary of the Interior Harold Ickes and then
in 1944 became the Assistant to the U.S
Attorney General Francis Biddle.

JOHN P. FRANK ('40)

"I was physically limited. So, I sought
to aid the government in any possible
way. In that phase of my life, I planned to
be a law professor, but many law schools
were shut down. Serving in the govern-
ment was the right thing to do, and there
was no other alternative," he said.

After working for the federal govern-
ment, he returned to school, and in 1946
Frank received his doctorate degree in law
from Yale University. Soon after, he was
invited by the Indiana University Law
School to join the faculty, where he taught
until 1949. From there, Frank went on to
join the faculty of the Yale Law School.
But money was tight. To make ends meet
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during his teaching years,
Frank spent several summers
practicing with the Washing-
ton D.C. firms of Covington &
Burling and Arnold & Porter.
"I needed the bucks," he said.

With his teaching
career on the move, Frank
began to take up writing on a
serious level. Between 1949
and 1952 he had four books
published, including the biog-
raphy Mr.justice Black. Frank
admits that he was one of the
most prolific scholars at the
Yale Law School at that time.
"I got out a lot of stuff: a case
book, a biography, articles
and so on. So, I was intensely
busy in the winter season.
And in summer, I was practic-
ing in the day and writing at
night. I also had an annual

series on the work of the Supreme Court
for the Chicago Law Review. Those had to
be written at odd moments in the summer
because I had such a tight schedule."

But Frank's teaching career was cut
short. Once again, his asthma intervened,
In 1954 he left the Yale University Law
School and moved to Phoenix, where he
went to work for the law firm of Lewis &
Roca. "1 stopped teaching because of my
respiratory problems. Justice Black said
that I ought to go to Arizona. So I did."
Since starting practice with Lewis & Roca,
Frank has continued to write, and he has
also done a little teaching as a visiting lec-
turer of law at the University of Washing-



ton, the University of Arizona, and Ari-
zona State University.

Although he is usually remembered as
the lead winning counsel before the U.S.
Supreme Court in the Miranda case, Frank
is most proud of the work he did as an
assistant to Thurgood Marshall. Frank
joined forces with Marshall, attempting to
put an end to the segregation of law
schools in Texas, after he did the histori-
cal work for an earlier desegregation case:
Sweatt v. Painter. "That was something I
was glad to have done, helping to end
segregation in the United States. I regard
that, from a social standpoint, as the major
adventure of my life."

Nowadays, Frank is senior partner in
the law firm Lewis & Roca, which claims
such clients as Xerox, UPS, MCI, and the
cities of Phoenix, Scottsdale and Tucson.
And he has continued to write. Currently,
he has over 11 books to his credit, includ-
ing his most recent Clement Haynsworth,
The Senate and The Supreme Court and
Lincoln as Lawyer originally printed in
1961 but re-released last year.

"One other activity I especially enjoyed
was serving on the U.S. Supreme Court's
Special Advisory committee for Civil Pro-
cedure from 1960-1970. That was during

the Warren years. I have kept an active
interest in procedural matters ever since,
and I'm very heavily engaged today in
procedural matters across America,"
Frank said.

In addition, Frank has served on the
Arizona Salary Commission, the Merit
Selection Committee for the U.S. 9th Cir-
cuit, the Executive Committee Advisory
Committee on Appellate Justice and the
Arizona Commission on Appellate Court
Appointments.

Currently, he is the leading bar activist
seeking major alterations in Rule 11 in the
Rules of Civil Procedure. He also led the
charge against U.S. Senate attempts to split
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. And
he chairs a national committee, trying to
keep diversity jurisdiction in the courts.
"I'm involved in all of the procedural
changes contemplated for the federal sys-
tem for this year," he said.

Frank attributes much of his desire to
involve himself to former Law School Pro-
fessor Willard Hurst. "He believed that as
a practicing attorney, one must involve
themselves in public interest activities to
the maximum extent. Professor Hurst gave
his life to the University of Wisconsin. I

follow that as an example of what some-
body ought to do," Frank stated.

Frank, who was a student and conse-
quently lifelong friend of Hurst's, says he
owes many of his professional skills and
ambitions to him. "I am very grateful to
the University of Wisconsin Law School
for having equipped me for an enjoyable
professional experience, but I am espe-
cially indebted to Professor Hurst for giv-
ing me the tools that I've been using ever
since," he said. In fact, Frank claims that
he would not be the same lawyer he is
today, had he never met Willard Hurst.

At age 73, Frank continues to work as
a full time litigator, and he has no inten-
tions of retiring. "I enjoy it," he said. "The
plain truth is that I found the law a joy in
every single aspect. With any luck, I'll
drop dead at my desk some day. That is
my plan for the future."

Although he and his wife Lorraine live
in Arizona, John Frank has always kept
Wisconsin close to his heart. Frank still
tries to get back to visit his sister and
other friends. Does he miss Wisconsin?
"Sure," he lamented. "It is the best place
in the world. If I could breathe there, it
would have everything."
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