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Not all law school graduates follow tradi-
tional career paths. One interesting alter-
native combines two professions-law
and information science-and builds
upon the public service tradition encour-
aged at the UW Law School. For attor-
neys who truly enjoy the challenge of
research and the scholarly aspects of
teaching and writing, law librarianship
provides a stimulating career option.

Many Wisconsin Law School alumni
will recall Professor Emeritus Maurice
Leon, who is a UW Law School graduate
and served as Director of the Law
Library from 1969 to 1982. Over the years
the UW Law School has produced a num-
ber of distinguished members of the law
library profession. The following profiles
briefly encapsulate the careers of several
UW Law School graduates who are mak-
ing substantial contributions to the field
of law librarianship and legal research.

Eileen H. Searls, J.D. 1950, M.A.
Library Science 1951, is Law Librarian
and Professor of Law at St. Louis Univer-
sity. Eileen knew she wanted to be a law-
yer in second grade but after working in
a library during her junior year of high
school, she discovered librarianship was
also intriguing. Inspired by Professor
Miles O. Price, Professor of Law and
Librarian at Columbia University, Eileen
decided to pursue a dual career. The UW
Law Library was the first employer to
benefit from Eileen's talents; she was
hired by Verna Baertschy, former Law
Library Director, to organize the govern-
ment documents collection. Eileen even-
tually found her niche at St. Louis Uni-
versity and has served as the Law
Librarian there since 1952. Of her work
Eileen says, "How many things law
librarians have to know just to serve the
public. Computers have not made things
easier ... only more to know so you can
be efficient." That need to be "efficient"
prompted Eileen to establish cooperative
library ventures, such as the Mid-
America Consortium of Law School
Libraries, which is recognized nationally
for its innovative cooperative ventures
using cutting-edge technologies to share

legal information. Eileen is also looked
upon as a mentor by law librarians across
the country.

Roy Mersky, J.D. 1952, M.A. Library
Science 1953, has been a member of the
University of Texas at Austin School of
Law faculty and the director of its law
library since 1965. He is the co-author of
Fundamentals of Legal Research, the clas-
sic book used to teach legal bibliography,
and he has written numerous other
books and articles in the areas of law,
legal history and library science. He con-
tinues to teach legal research and writing'
and is recognized internationally as an
expert on matters pertaining to law
library administration and design. "Grad-
uates" of Roy's informal program in law
librarianship at the University of Texas
have gone on to be directors at some of
the nation's leading academic law librar-
ies, including those at Harvard and Stan-
ford. He recently assisted the University
of Wisconsin Law School in planning the
effective use of law library space.

Jacquelyn Jurkins, J.D. 1952, M.A.
Library Science 1960, is Director and
Law Librarian at Multnomah County
Law Library in Portland, Oregon. She has
held this position since 1964. While still
in law school, Jackie learned the joys of
legal research instruction by teaching
junior classmate Roy Mersky the tech-
niques of Shepardizing, but her career in
librarianship did not come until a few
years later. Upon graduating from law
school, Jackie practiced at a firm spe-
cializing in domestic relations, until she
finally realized this was not her forte.
Having enjoyed research work with Pro-
fessor Page during her law school days
land perhaps remembering the joys of
instructing Roy), Jackie enrolled in the
law librarians hip program at the Univer-
sity of Washington, and then worked as a
law librarian in both the academic and
public sectors. Her current job affords
the opportunity for lots of research, and
she claims to have "the best of both
worlds" working as a lawyer for attor-
neys and judges. Jackie's contribution to
law librarianship was recognized by her
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colleagues in 1984 when she was elected
president of the American Association of
Law Libraries.

Charles Wolfe, J.D. 1972, M.A. Library
Science 1973, worked part-time at the
UW Library School during his second
year of law school. His involvement with
a project on adult new readers convinced
him to obtain dual degrees. Since 1975
Charles has been employed at the Michi-
gan State Law Library, where he now
serves as the Director. Over the years,
however, his position evolved from being
a "traditional" law library director to
becoming a specialist in library law. In
addition to managing the law library,
Charles addresses the legal questions
from the staff and trustees of public
libraries. Librarians' legal dilemmas
range from intellectual freedom issues to
"latch-key" children. Charles also moni-
tors library legislation in Michigan and
conducts workshops on issues relating to
library law.

Richard A. Danner, J.D. 1979, M.A.
Library Science 1975, started his profes-
sional career as the environmental law
librarian at the UW Law Library. Upon
graduating from law school he went to
Duke University School of Law and now
serves as Director of the Library and Pro-
fessor of Legal Research. With an exten-
sive list of publications on his resume,
Dick is remembered in Wisconsin as the
author of Legal Research in Wisconsin.
This book, published in 1980, is notable
because it was the first manual of its kind
for the state. Dick also serves as editor
for the Law Library Journal and recently
completed his term as the president of
the American Association of Law
Libraries.

Paul Birch, J.D. 1982, M.A. Library
Science 1982, is the Associate Director
for Public Services at the University of
Richmond Law Library. From 1976 to
1979 Paul was a UW Law Library staff
member, responsible for procuring
research material for the faculty. The
enjoyable contact Paul had with the law
school faculty and staff motivated him to
pursue both law and library degrees. Paul
states that law librarianship is "a good

career choice" for service oriented pro-
fessionals, plus a way to avoid some of
the "headaches" of legal practice [i.e.
billing and courting clients).

Betty Karweick (formerly known as
Betty Hertel), J.D. 1985, M.L.S. 1976,
began her career as a librarian at the Mil-
waukee law firm of Michael, Best & Frie-
drich. After six years at the firm, Betty
felt she "needed to know more about the
law to be a better reference source" so
she entered law school. Betty then prac-
ticed law for three years, specializing in
real estate and municipal finance but
found private practice somewhat isolat-
ing. Law librarians hip lured her again
and after spending two years as a Refer-
ence Librarian at Duke University School
of Law, Betty now works at the William
Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Min-
nesota, concentrating on their innovative
legal research program. Why is the com-
bination of lawyer and librarian satisfy-
ing to her? "... teaching is terrific and it
provides the contact with people that I
enjoy."

Other recent UW graduates who are
pursuing careers in law librarianship
include: David Rudman, J.D. 1986, M.A.
Library Science, 1977, Reference Librar-
ian at Gallagher Law Library, University
of Washington-Seattle; and Gail Fruch-
tman, J.D. 1987, M.A. Library Science
1988, Public Services Librarian at Cornell
University Law Library.

As the Law School's important role in
the field of law librarianship has become
more evident the ties between the Law
School and the School of Library and
Information Studies (SLIS) have been
strengthened. SLIS now offers a series of
specialized courses in law librarianship,
taught by Law Library Director, Profes-
sor Blair Kauffman, and library science
students interested in careers as law
librarians are offered work opportunities
in the UW Law Library. Law Librarian-
ship should continue to be an exciting
career option into the next century, and
the UW Law School is prepared to con-
tinue providing the profession with
leaders.


