
INTERSESSION IN THE ROCKIES

In the very early morning of
Sunday, May 23, four University
station wagons headed west out of
Madison for a 3500 mile trip to
Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, Mon-
tana and South Dakota. Far from
a vacation, however, this journey
was actually Environmental
Studies 674: Field Studies in
Water and Energy Resources
Management, a regular interses-
sion course offered by the In-
stitute for Environmental Studies
and taught for the fifth time by
Law Professor James MacDonald.
Each year 15 to 18 students plus
Prof. MacDonald and one teaching
assistant pack camping and cook-
ing gear into the cars and head
west for three weeks of lectures,
discussions, on-site tours and, oh
yes, an exam at the end.

Planning for this year's trip,
facilitated by four successful trips
in the past, began last winter. An-
nouncement of the course and an
informational session brought out
many more interested students
than would be able to go. Prof.
MacDonald decided to personally
interview all applicants to find out
not only the depth of their interest
in natural resources and environ-
mental law, but also their willing-
ness to share in the driving, cook-
ing and chores which are part of
the experience. He also inquired
about basic camping experience.
"We can't take inexperienced
campers who might panic if they
awoke with a foot of water in the
tent some night," Prof. Mac-
Donald explained. In fact, this
year the group awoke one morn-

ing with three inches of snow out-
side, and were forced to make a
hurried trip down from the moun-
tains to escape the spring storm.
Five law students and 10 from
other disciplines made up this
year's group.

Along the way, students do not
simply watch the scenery go by.
Each car is equipped with a 2-way
radio, and talks on geology, hy-
drology, geography, history and
law are given during the drives.

This year the group spent only
three nights under roofs. They
cook most of their own food,
purchased cooperatively by each
car group, and are charged for
their transportation. In addition
each student pays for three cred-
its of intersession tuition, and
must prepare and deliver a 15-

Prof. MacDonald

minute talk sometime on the trip
on a topic relating to the course
and the student's own interest
and research.

The meat of the course is lec-
tures delivered by 20-25 experts
and tours ofwater and energy pro-
jects along the way. Speakers in-
clude, by design, strong propo-
nents of their own views. "We
deliberately try to balance the
presentations. If a spokesman for
a mining company speaks to the
class, we will also have someone
representing conservation in-
terests," said MacDonald. This
year saw speakers from local,
state, and federal governmental
units; representatives from a
number of energy-related com-
panies; lawyers in private practice
whose clients include all possible
interested parties; academicians;
journalists; and representatives of
non-profit institutions. Students
toured the Denver Water Board,
the Coors Brewery, the Bureau of
Reclamation's Grand Valley Ir-
rigation District, Flaming Gorge
Dam, Decker Coal mine (one of
the world's largest strip mines), a
mine mouth power plant at Col-
strip, Montana, the Rapid City
flood plain project, and the Oahe
Dam. "This dam has been in the
news a lot recently since it holds
the 50,000 acre-feet of water
South Dakota is selling for a coal
slurry pipeline," said MacDonald.

Camping out not only reduces
the cost of the course, but also per-
mits close, first-hand observation
of the climatic and geographic
differences encountered. During
one day's trip, the class passes
from the irrigated eastern slope of
the Rockies, over the mountains,
and into the dry western basin.
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Environmental Studies 674, Class of 1982
Poses in Drag Line Bucket at

Decker Mine, Montana.
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The various needs for water and
the differences in the laws
regulating its distribution are
more apparent with these obser-
vations. Some campgrounds are
particularly scenic and two free
days allow a little time to enjoy
these areas. Evenings may find
speakers and the class around a
campfire, or some of the students
taking in the local nightlife.
"After listening to a vice president
of some mining company debate
the local Sierra Club lawyer, there
may in fact be educational value
in rubbing elbows in the evening
with locals whowork in the mine,"

explained MacDonald.
Throughout the trip, students

have the opportunity to see law in
action, witnessing firsthand the
physical and social effects of the
legal and administrative pro-
cesses on the use of the region's
natural resources. Students ex-
perience the physical dimension of
resource problems while hearing
daily from the persons responsbile
for seeking solutions. Students
come away from the course with a
better understanding of the limits
and potentials of law in address-
ing these problems.

Robert Dietz
and Edward Reisner



Spring Program Scenes
May 15,1982

(I. to r.) Justice Nat Heffernan presented a Dis-
tinguished Service Award to Chief Justice Bruce
Beilfuss. lillian Young received a DSA in memory
of George Young from Professor Frank
Remington.
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