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lawyer/Athlete:
Clarence Sherrod

One of the outstanding athletes
who has attended the University
of Wisconsin Law School, is
Clarence Sherrod. As a three-year
starter on the Badger basketball
team from 1968 to 1971, Sherrod
set a Wisconsin career scoring
record. He earned All-Big Ten
honors in his junior and senior
years. He was the Big Ten's best
free throw shooter during the
1969-1970season.
Sherrod, however, feels his

greatest challenges came from the
undergraduate and law school
~lassrooms. "I didn't go to college
Just to play basketball," he says.
"For me, basketball was always a
means to an end. I never let it
overshadow my desire for an ex-
cellent education. And law school
was definitely something I had al-
ways wanted in my educational
career."
Clarence Sherrod was born on

October 29,1949 in Milwaukee.At
Milwaukee Lincoln High School,
where he was class valedictorian
he starred at guard on teams that
won public school state champion-
ships in 1966 and 1967, compiling
a two-year record of 50-1. One of
his teammates at Lincoln was
Fred Brown, who went on to play
for the University of Iowa and the
Seattle Supersonics of the Na-
tional Basketball Association. In
addition to basketball, Sherrod
ran cross country and played
baseball and freshman football.
Like any high school athlete

who is outstanding enough to play
basketball on the major college
level, Sherrod was the target of in-
tense campaigns by recruiters.
His academic and athletic skills
attracted the attention of nearly
350 colleges. "There was a great
deal of pressure," he says. "Many
of the recruiters tried to influence
my mother. A lot of them called
me daily during my senior year."
Sherrod also received a legislative

appointment to the Air Force
Academy, which he turned down.
He c~ose to attend Wisconsin pri-
mar ily because of its strong
academic reputation. As a high
school senior, he was already in-
terested in a legal career, and dur-
ing his visit to the Wisconsin cam-
pus, he toured the law school.
The commitment to playing in

one of the country's strongest
basketball conferences made
achievemen t in the classroom
more difficult. "Athletes have it
harder than most other students"
Sherrod says. "If you don't pe~-
form on the basketball court peo-
ple tell you you're no good. If you
don't make it in the classroom
people think of you as a dumb
jock. You have to meet the de-
mands of both worlds."
Sherrod met the demands well.

His greatest assets on the court
were his quickness and his shoot-
ing eye. He earned a starting
berth on the team as a sophomore
and never gave it up. In his junior
year, he averaged 22.5 points per
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game, and in his senior year he
averaged 23.8. In 1970, he was
chosen for the All-Big Ten
academic team. He graduated in
1971 with a B.S. in education .
. The summer following gradua-
tion , Sherrod toured Australia
with a group of Big Ten players.
Drafted by the Chicago Bulls and
the Kentucky Colonels, and after
tryouts with the Colonels and the
Dallas Chapparals of the Ameri-
can Basketball Association, he
played briefly for Hartford of the
Eastern League. The next year he
returned to Madison and entered
law school. While in law school
Sherrod served as a teacher'~
assistant. On weekends he played
for the Waukegan Lakers, a semi-
pro team. He graduated from the
law school in 1975.
In 1975, Sherrod became an

assistant district attorney in Mil-
waukee. From 1977 to 1979, he
was deputy district attorney in
Dane County. In 1979, he was ap-
pointed legal counsel for the
Madison Metropolitan School Dis-
trict. As legal counsel, he repre-
sents the district in all litigation,
drafts contracts, interprets school
board policies and defends against
complaints filed with administra-
tive agencies.
Sherrod retains an avid interest

in college athletics. Like most
Badger fans, he is excited by the
seven basketball players recruited
last spring by coach Bill Cofield.
"It will be tough for them to win a
lot of games in the Big Ten as
freshmen and sophomores. But if
th~y can reach their potential, I
thmk that by the time they are
juniors they will be in the race for
the league title and for national
recognition."
Sherrod is also disturbed by the

academic scandals that have
shredded college football and
basketball in recent years. "It's
easy to understand why they hap-
pen. Somuch is wrapped up in the
desire to produce a winning team.
Winning is important to the
coaches, to the fans, to the alumni
and to the school's tradition. But i
think Wisconsin is one of the
schools where athletes have the
chance to combine athletic
achievement and academic ex-
cellence."
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