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There is a saying to the effect
that often the words change but
the melody stays the same. The
basic first year curriculum at the
Law School inverts that saying:
the words have stayed the same
but the melody has changed.

A first year student entering in
1946 was required to take one
year each of Contracts, Criminal
Law, and Torts, and one semester
each of Property, Equity, and
"Law in Society."A first year stu-
dent entering in 1978 is required
to take one year of Criminal Law
and Procedure, and one semester
of Torts, Contracts, Civil Pro-
cedure, and Property, and one
elective course from offerings in
Civil Procedure, Constitutional
Law, Contracts, and "Legal Proc-
ess."

Apart from minor variations in
title, some shifts among the cred-
its, and the introduction of a
single elective course in the first
year, the courses of study look
remarkably alike. Indeed, a grad-
uate of the class of 1929wouldnot
notice much difference either: the
first year curriculum then
differed from that in 1946 only
because it included a course in
Common Law Actions, now ab-
sorbed, with Equity, into CivilPro-
cedure.

Despite the surface
resemblance, though, the actual
content of what is taught has
changed significantly - so much
that Contracts in the 1946 cur-
riculum probably bears only a
genetic relationship to Contracts
in the present curriculum.
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One example of changed con-
tent within established courses is
the Torts course. Professors Neil
Komesar and Theodore Schneyer
have made the course into one
that introduces students to the
basic concepts involved in the eco-
nomic analysis of the law, such as
transaction costs. They use the
traditional framework of
negligence law, but have ex-
panded the scope of the students'
consideration to include looks at
economic alternatives to
negligence as a method of com-
pensation, loss distribution, and
loss prevention. Professors Neil
Komesar and David Trubek have
introduced similar economic con-
cepts into the materials they use
in teaching Property.

The Criminal Law course has
also changed since 1946,when the
assigned casebook was Michael
and Wechsler's Criminal Law and
Its Administration. That bookwas,
in its time, something of a novelty,
for it focused both on philosophi-
cal issues relating to the definition
of crimes and defenses and on
questions of appropriate legis-
lative policy. Under the influence
of Professors Remington, Melli,
Goldstein, and Dickey,the current
two-semester sequence in Crimi-
nal Law and Procedure has
developed and transformed that
approach. It is now concerned
with policy issues which arise in
the system of the administration
of criminal justice - how the

police, prosecutors, defense attor-
neys, and legislatures should deal
with assaults within a family or
with public intoxication, for exam-
ple. The course also emphasizes
the very important fact that a
system is involved, so that an
alteration of the rules at one point
in the system implies the need to
alter other points.

A group of Contracts teachers,
including Professors Stewart
Macaulay, William Whitford,
Marc Galanter, and Robert Gor-
don, meets regularly to talk about
their approach to the course. Here
too the emphasis has changed
from that in the 1946 course,
which was described as treating
"mutual assent, consideration,
performance, breach," and other
topics. Those issues are of course
dealt with in the present contracts
course, but they are studied with a
continuous emphasis on question-
ing the extent to which these law-
yers' concepts really enter into the
everyday dealings of people in
business or otherwise have rela-
tionships based in part upon
agreements.
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York University, Temple, Vander-
bilt and Southern California.

Five of the faculty members are
women and two are members of
minority groups.

Four faculty members are sev-
ing as Associate Deans on a part-
time basis during the current
academic year. Twoof them serve
as associate deans for academic
affairs, one as associate dean for
research development and admin-
istration and the fourth (also a
member of the Extension faculty)
serves as associate dean for con-
tinuing legal education.

Eighteen professors have had
experience in the private practice
of law before joining the Faculty
full-time. The amount of ex-
perience varies from two years to
seventeen years. Some of these,
and more (30 in all) have been
employed by local, state and
federal government agencies
before coming to Wisconsin and
during leaves of absence from the
Law School.

Ten have been law clerks to
Federal Judges and state Supreme
Court Justices, including three
who have worked with justices on
the Supreme Court of the United
States.

CURRICULUM
Continued from page 8

As I have indicated, one change
in the curriculum has been the in-
troduction of an elective second
semester course for first year stu-
dents. Even here, though, the sur-
face change is less than it might
be, for one of the electives is a
course in "Legal Process." That
course is a direct descendant of
the "Law in Society" course,
which used materials from the
Law of industrial accidents
developed long ago by Dean Lloyd
K. Garrison and Professors
Willard Hurst and Samuel Mer-
min to explore the various agen-
cies of lawmaking. Currently, the
course, as taught by Professors
George Bunn and Fredericka Paff,
deals with administrative and leg-
islative lawmaking processes, and
gives, as did the "Law in Society"
course, what the law school rules
describe as "a general overviewof
the legal system." Even though
such a course is no longer required
of first year students, although it
is available to them, completion of
a course giving such an overview
remains a requirement for gra-
duation from the Law School.

The number of the current
faculty who have changed the
melodies of traditional courses is

large, and the list includes both
senior and junior members of the
faculty. But an equally large num-
ber teaches those courses in ways
not far removed from what was
done in 1946.Both groups attempt
to convey, in different ways, some
of the essential concepts used in
their areas and some sense of the
suppleness with which a skilled
lawyer can use those concepts. All
students are likely to have a
courseload that includes a mix-
ture of alternative approaches to
the law. It is that variety, and the
openness of the Law School to
novel ways of thinking about tra-
ditional problems, which has
allowed that flourishing variety
which constitutes one of our
greatest strengths.

FACULTY
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Nineteen faculty members are
graduates of the University of
Wisconsin Law School. There are
9 who were educated at Harvard,
six at Yale, and five at the Univer-
sity of Chicago Law School. No
other Law School has provided
more than 2 (Columbia,Stanford,
Georgetown and Northwestern);
there are one each from Cornell,
Case Western, Iowa, Indiana, New
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