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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

lAW SCHOOL

Madison, Wisconsin 53706 ID
Dear Fellow Alumni:

The editor of the Gargoyle has allocated a
substantial portion of this issue to WLAA Exe-
cutive Director Ed Reisner so that he could
present to you the message about the annual
Law School fund drive. I hope you will take the
time to read this portion of the Gargoyle, as
well as the brief portion containing the more
traditional news of the School.

Our alumni contribute in many important
ways to the success of this School. As this is
being written, we are preparing to welcome our
alumni Board of Visitors and other members of
the bench and bar to the annual visitation which this year will take place on NovemberS and 6.
We have regularly carried stories in the Gargoyle about the important role which practicing
lawyers (mostly our own alumni) play in our educational program. But certainly the most
important contribution which most of you can make is financial.

It seems to me that alumni funds over the years have been particularly important as "seed
money" for getting new projects started. If the project proves worthwhile, public funds later
will often take upthefunding burden. Alumni funds, for example, were important in getting the
current General Practice Course started during the late sixties. In the early seventies, alumni
funds were important in keeping our modest minorities program going. Both of these
programs now operate on state funding, but they illustrate the importance of alumni seed
money. Currently, we are attempting to enhance our research capabilities. We are, for
example, competing for a grant from the federal government to fund a study of litigation costs
in federal courts, a grant which would exceed $1,000,000. We mayor may not be successful in
this particular grant-seeking effort, but we would not even have been able to compete for the
grant if we had not had a modest amount of alumni funds to use to pay some of the expenses of
preparing the proposal.

I could cite other examples, but I do not want to steal Ed Reisner's thunder. So I urge you
to read on and then contribute generously. Your tax deductible dollars are important to us.

Thanks very much for your help.

Sincerely,

Orrin L. Helstad
Dean
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