
When Is a Lawyer Not a Lawyer?

Mr. Winter reports that several
years ago, in a few of the Ameri-
can Manpower offices, there was a
movement to change the name to
"Personpower" or "Man/Woman
Power" - or something, but the
movement died a-borning.

He is semi-retired. Manpower,
Inc. was sold to the Parker Pen
Company in 1976. He continues to
have a busy office in the company,
serves as Chairman of the Adviso-
ry Council, and acts as Consultant
to the Company. He considers that
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Manpower, Inc. is wen run and
wen managed, and business is
very good indeed.

As a result, his interests have
shifted. He is the immediate past
President of the American Jewish
Committee, a position which in-
volved him in Israeli-American
relations and took him to Israel
three or four times a year. He con-
tinues to commute to Israel,
because he is currently serving as
Chairman of a Committee for Eco-
nomic Growth in Israel, a group
organized to stimulate American
investments in Israeli enterprises
and to encourage a greater trade
between the two countries.

Recent exchange agreements
have provided American markets
for Israeli-made medical equip-
ment, clothes, tools, and high
technology products.

Much of his time goes to what
he considers to be America's most
serious economic problem-
unemployment among the young.
He has been delegate to the White
House Conference on Youth and is
a member of the White House
Task Force on Employment and
the Economy. He believes that pri-
vate business must playa greater
role than it has thus far in provid-
ing employment opportunities for
the people just entering the
employment market. Business, he
feels, needs greater incentives, in-
cluding tax breaks, wage incen-
tives and training funds.
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in Milwaukee, but he is comfortable
among friends and business associ-
ates in the 34 countries into which
Manpower, Inc. has expanded dur-
ing the last thirty years. His lifetime
of devotion to Jewish causes, com-
munity problems, and his deep in-
volvement in the Arts have added
other dimensions to his life. He con-
siders himself a fortunate man.

To the outside world, he is Mr.
Manpower, Inc.
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Elmer

Manpower, Inc. - a temporary
help service with 700 franchises
in 34 countries - was established
during the time of extreme pres-
sure on business and shortage of
qualified workers, more than 30
years ago. At the time it was es-
tablished, Mr. Winter and his
partner, Aaron Scheinfeld, were
practicing law, and they continued
to practice for seven years. Theirs
was a general practice, many of
their clients were old friends and
families well-known to them.

The decision to close their law
offices and give up the practice
they had built from zero to devote
fun-time to Manpower was not an
easy one. Of course, they have not
been sorry.

Manpower, Inc. occupies a many
acred site in northwest Mil-
waukee. It is a remodelled
warehouse, providing comfortable
work space for more than 200 peo-
ple. It is decorated in brilliant red,
white and blue. Exposed beams
and girders are painted white, car-
pets are red. Interior partitions
are moveable and overhead lights
are on trolleys, so the interior is
completely flexible. Interesting
paintings and art objects are dis-
played throughout. There is a very
large conference room used for
training sessions attended by
Manpower personnel from
throughout the world.
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Prospective law students often
ask what lawyers do day by day.
They are often fascinated by the
various occupations lawyers get
themselves into. For the past thirty
years Mr. Elmer Winter, Class of
1935, has had one of the most in-
teresting careers of all, as a non-
lawyer lawyer.

Elmer Winter is a happy man.
He exudes good health, good sense,
and good humor. His roots are deep



Winter cont'd.

For the past ten years Man-
power, Inc. has had a summer job
placement program (called
Youthpower) in the Milwaukee
area. It has provided some train-
ing programs and job listings.
More than 80,000 young people
have been placed on summer jobs
through the Manpower program.
But it is not enough.

He is a painter and a sculptor.

His paintings are abstract. His
sculpture is made entirely of auto
parts - usually bumpers,
although he uses headlight
frames, an occasional chassis and
other parts. Bumpers aren't much
good nowadays, he says. Those of
the 1950's are sturdier and have
better design and more character
than those presently available. He
has certain dealers who save
choice parts for him.

There is a "Moonbuggy" in the
parking lot at Manpower, Inc.,
complete with chassis and four
worn balloon tires. Beside the im-
pressive front entrance is a tower-
ing chrome piece (all bumpers)
which was built in three sections
and assembled on the scene.
Others are on display in the
spacious grounds of Manpower,
Inc. and around his fine summer
home in Fish Creek, Wisconsin,
where he has a large welding shop
in an old barn which was moved
onto his property.

Many of his works have been
shown - including a large
sculpture inspired by the Packers
in Green Bay iri1967,and another
of Kareem Jabbar in Milwaukee.
Mr. Starr expressed his apprecia-
tion; Mr. Jabbar had no comment.
At one display in Philadelphia, a
viewer was heard to comment "I
don't know about the art, but this
guy sure is a lousy welder."
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His artistic career began more
than twenty years ago, when he
and five friends established a
Monday night art class, which
usually met on Thursday eve-
nings. He has gone for guidance to
the Door County Art School at
Fish Creek. A paint box usually
accompanies him on his world-
wide travels. Using acrylic paints
~nd water colors,he brings back a
little bit of scenery from each
stopping place. Recently he at-
tended a program at the Mil-
waukee Art Center during which
his fifteen year old grand-
daughter's first publicly displayed
painting was hung.

Elmer Winter is an author. His
ten books, published mostly by
Prentice Hall, are outcomes of his
business interests; they are all
"How to" books, a type which en-
joys enormous popularity in the
United States. For example, after
Manpower, Inc. offered its stock to
the public in 1959, he wrote the
Complete Guide to Making a Public
Stock Offering. Based on his com-
pany's own experiences, the book
has been revised and made cur-
rent several times. Among his
subsequent books are Woman s
Guide to Earning a Good Living,
How to Go Into Business for Your-
self, How to be an Effective Secre-
tary, How to Get a Job Abroad, and
Secretary and Manager.

Mr. Winter's father was a
clothing manufacturer. His
brother Jack Winter is a thriving
man ufacturer of women's
sportswear; a retired sister lives
in Florida. Two of his three
daughters are wives of lawyers.
The third is married to a rabbi.

Mrs. Winter is his travelling
companion, and has developed in-
terests -and associations of her
own. A frequent visitor to Israel,
she participates in Planned
Parenthood and in the beautifica-
tion programs there - making
use of her Milwaukee experiences.

He is not without honor in the
United States and elsewhere. A
Fellow of Brandeis University, he
is also a member of the Board of
Governors of Haifa University. He
is an honorary alumnus of the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
He has earned the B'nai B'rith In-
terfaith award, the Brotherhood
award of the Milwaukee chapter
of the National Conference of
Christians and Jews, the Equal
Employment award of the Mil-
waukee Urban League, and Ro-
tary Club's Vocational Service
Recognition Award. He holds an
honorary LLD from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

His life is not without disap-
pointments. On the day of our in-
terview, we drove through the
Third Street area of Milwaukee -
a dilapidated section of empty
buildings and rubbled, vacant lots.
A small motel stands on the spot
where Elmer Winter was born.

There is now a group of Mil-
waukeeans who wish to restore
and build up the Third Street
area, which is not only his home
turf, but the location of his father-
in-law's women's apparel store, a
handsome building, unused and
untended for many years. When it
was discovered that the building
was scheduled for destruction, last
minute efforts were made to at
least postpone if not prevent the
deed. But, as we drove by, we saw
the destruction of the building in
progress.


