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Barbara Lightner is one ofwhat
appears to be a rapidly growing
group of law students made up of
older women, from non-traditional
backgrounds. She is a graduate of
Smith Collegein 1960 and earned
an M.A.at the University of Idaho
in 1965. At one point in her life,
she worked for a publishing com-
pany in the development of read-
ing materials for inner-city
schools. To advance herself in the
publishing field, she undertook to
earn a Ph.D. in English, and
finished all but the dissertation
when she decided to make a basic
change in her life.

She moved to the country and
became a dairy farmer. With a
friend, who had been a student of
Horticulture, she undertook to es-
tablish a farm. They rented land
from a farmer about to retire, and
over a number of months, ac-
quired a herd of 50 Jersey cows.
The retiring neighbor taught
them to milk the cows and feed
them properly. Loans from friends
helped them to buy a tractor as
well as pay for the cows.

They raised successful crops of
hay and corn on 94 tillable acres
with no hired help.

After two years, she admitted to
herself that 1) she was not suited
to the isolation of the farm, com-
bined with its unrelenting daily
chores, and 2) that she was fed up
with the tremendous physical
effort required.
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So she sold out to her partner,
and applied to the LawSchool.She
is a second year student. The
cause of women is her principal
interest. Her part-time employ-
ment through the Work-Study
Program has been as co-ordinator
of the Women's Law Student
Association. The Association's
efforts have been directed toward
the establishment of a day-care
center for the children ofLaw stu-
dents, fund raising by selling T-
shirts and conducting benefits for
various causes of concern to
women, and a special informa-
tional program on law placement
for women. The Association en-
dorsed Moria Krueger whowas re-
cently elected county judge in the
election in which Judge Archie
Simonson was recalled. For enter-
ing students it conducts rap
groups for the exchange of infor-
mation and complaints.

Women law students are auto-
matically made members of the
Association on enrollment. About
65 of the 299 are actively involved
in its activities. They gather for
pot-luck dinners or brown bag
suppers, for social contacts and
business meetings. A male law
student runs the child care room
on these occasions.

She reports that women are
sometimes surprised to discover
how many of them share similar
views.

In Ms. Lightner's opinion, legal
education has not dealt very well
with women's concerns. Courses
still continue to develop lawyers
only for the traditional, male-
dominated society. There is little
evidence that the basic and neces-
sary changes in the legal system
are not being sought or developed.
Superficial changes, such as the
use of he/she in lectures and
papers, are not enough.

She has made no plans for her
future. She has time, she feels, to
seek her fortune. She feels that
Law School does not train lawyers
very well. Nor does it educate its
students very well in the sociologi-
cal, historical and philosophical
underpinnings of our legal system.
As the system expands rapidly
into all phases of Western culture,
legal education appears to be
growing more narrow, in her view.

Ms. Lightner is a poet.
Wherever her new career leads
her, she will make room in her life
for women's literature. During the
summer of 1977, she worked as
what she calls a "facilitator" of
workshops for women in journal
writing and poetry. These
workshops are one way in which
she hopes to stimulate creative
writing by women in celebration
of women. The workshops were
set up in women's bookstores (A
Room of One's Own in Madison
and Sistermoon Bookstore in Mil-
waukee), and each met two hours
daily for a period of one week.
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In addition, she "facilitated" a
three-day workshop at the Maiden
Rock Learning Institute on the
Mother Bond, which was ap-
proached from two points - as
daughters and as mothers. About
15 people attended - aged 23 to
54.There were an actress, a film-
maker, an apprentice psy-
chotherapist, a student, and an
AFDC mother among them. She
established the ground rules for
the discussions and kept the dis-
cussions moving, and had to make
sure that all whowished were able
to participate. In her opinion, it
was an enriching experience for
all who attended. Although they
had not met before - with a cou-
ple of exceptions - they hope to
gather again soon.

Her career will be a varied one.

* * *

Katrina Boedecker

Many of the women students in
the Law School are seeking to
becomelawyers in the true profes-
sional sense. They take advantage
of the developingopportunities for
women lawyers, are competent
students, handle their respon-
sibilities for family, school and
work. They probably support - to
a person - the Equal Rights
Amendment, and wind up on the
women's side of all of the other
pressing "women's" issues of our
time.

Some are more active in the
women's movement than others.
Katrine Boedecker is among the
active ones.

Ms.Boedecker plans a career in
implementing and enforcing the
laws relating to equal oppor-
tunities for women. She came to
Law School with that career in
mind, and has not changed her in-
tentions, although Law Schoolhas
narrowed her focus somewhat.
She will represent women in what
she foresees will be a long-time
struggle to be sure that individual
women are granted the rights and
equal treatment in employment to
which they are now entitled by
law.

She hopes to start her career
working for the government in the
labor field. Ultimately, she wants
to settle in Wisconsin in private
practice. She feels that her prac-
tice can not be limited entirely to
representation of aggrieved
women, since she must earn a liv-
ing in her career.

Ms. Boedecker served as one of
the two co-ordinators of the Con-
ference on Women and the Law
which was held in Madison in
March, 1977. This great respon-
sibility for a huge, comprehensive
and thoroughly successful con-
ference gave her invaluable ex-
perience and a broad acquain-
tance with the women's move-
ment all over the United States.

She is a native of Glen Ellyn, Il-
linois, and attended college at
Michigan State in East Lansing.
Her father died when she was
very young, and her mother has
recently retired from her career
as a high school teacher. Neither
of her brothers is a lawyer.

She may be part of a new wave.
None of her female college friends
has married, she reports. All seem
happy in a variety of absorbing
careers they have chosen.
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