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There may have been clowns in
the LawSchoolbefore. There have
been actors; Don Ameche is one
who comes to mind. But no one
now around recalls a clown before
the arrival of David Charne, who
expects to graduate in August,
1977.

He was a clown before he came
to Law School. He started per-
forming in his Shorewood
(Wisconsin) high school drama
club, where he began to develop
mime routines. As an undergradu-
ate at the UW-Madison, he ma-
jored in theater. During the sum-
mers, he taught little children
drama at camp.

The circus is a fascinating sepa-
rate world. It is a caste society; the
animal trainers, flyers and
acrobats are on the top. Clowns
are a separate group of perfor-
mers.

Ringling Brothers is now owned
by the Mattel Company, which
bought the interests of the Rin-
gling family after a family power
struggle and many years of litiga-
tion. The number of animals used
in the circus is increasing. At pre-
sent, there are more animals than
people in Ringling Brothers.

At CircusWorld,Mr. Charne did
three shows a day; each show
lasted 15 or 20 minutes. The
energy used in a 15 minute show
is very high. Good clowns, says
Mr. Charne, are highly creative
professionals.

Mr. Charne says that European
circuses are smaller, have a
slower pace, and are more
polished than American circuses,
and he is sometimes tempted to
try to be a clown in Europe.

Mr. Charne, the Clown, is a
mime; he makes balloon animals;
he is a juggler and a magician. He
is employed by restaurants, as a
one-man wandering show, and
has been a member of a number of
companies.

Mr. Charne, the lawyer, works
part-time for Howard Eisenberg,
the State Public Defender. During
the summer of 1977, he worked
evenings and weekends for King
Richard's Chicago Faire while he
worked days for a Milwaukee law
firm.

Mr. Charne the law student,
clown and performer has created
and directed two student shows
presented at the Law School
Spring Program. He master-
minded The Gong Show which
was presented to Friday classes on
the Homecoming weekend.

While he has been in Law
School,his life is shared by his two
careers. At the end of his first
year, the summer of 1976, he was
employedby the Royal Plaza Hotel
at Lake Buena Vista, Florida as
manager and artistic director of a
theatrical group of 8, which pre-
sented vaudeville, musicals and
children's theater. At the end of
the summer, he joined Ringling
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey Cir-
cus World. He returned to Law
School in the spring semester of
the 1976-77 school year.

There are no performer's
unions in the circus. About 50%of
the circus performers come from
circus families. Many of the per-
formers learn their trades in
smaller circuses. The University
of Florida has an excellent circus
schoolwhich awards B.A.degrees.
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