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Christine Jones

At last, Sandra Davis's Law
School experience is coming to an
end. When she started out as a
student in September, 1975, the
end seemed to be a lifetime away.
Being a lawyer will never be as
difficult for her as being a law stu-
dent has been.

She is not the only mother of
young children in the Law School.
Others have families of 4 or 5-
including small babies. One is the
mother of 4-year-old triplets.
Other students - both male and
female - attend law school dur-
ing the week and go home to Mil-
waukee, Green Bay, Minneapolis,
or elsewhere on weekends.

Each of these students is uni-
que; none fits any traditional slot.

***

Sandra Davis

Ms. Jones was appointed during
her second year as an instructor
in the Legal Writing Program, and
in 1977-78, she is acting as an
assistant to the Hastie Fellow,
who this year is Ms. Winnie
Taylor. In this capacity, which she
undertook along with her regular
classes, she counsels individual
students - mostly members of
the Legal Education Opportunities
Program - on their academic
problems. She also arranges
review sessions in first year
courses which provide students
with an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and discuss the content of
courses with each other, the
Hastie Fellow and the professors.
During this past summer she was
hired as a Teaching Assistant in
the summer program conducted
by the Councilon Legal Education
Opportunity at Notre Dame Law
School and sponsored by the
American Bar Association, the
Association of American Law
Schools, the National Bar Associ-
ation and the Law School Admis-
sions Council. CLEO provides an
introduction to Law Schoolfor stu-
dents of disadvantaged back-
grounds.

She likes teaching, but she in-
tends to seek other opportunities
first. She is going through the in-
terview procedure this year, seek-
ing a job which will give her some
experience in litigation.

Ms. Jones feels very close to her
family, and some day - in the far
off future - she plans to establish
a partnership with her sister, a re-
cent graduate of the Law Schoolat
Notre Dame, who is currently
employed in the Civil Rights Divi-
sion of the U.s. Department of
Justice.

Ms. Christine Jones came to the
University of Wisconsin as a par-
ticipant in the Legal Education
Opportunities Program.

Ms. Jones attended Eastern
High School in Washington. High
school was a disappointment to
her. The height of the political ac-
tivism in the high schools of the
district faded away about the time
she arrived. Activism had also
faded by the time she got to
Howard University, where she
earned a B.A. degree cum laude in
1975. Nevertheless, she enjoyed
her college experience.

Christine Jones

All during college, she worked
part-time as a librarian's assis-
tant at the National Urban
League's Research Department,
which has its headquarters in
Washington. It was the Research
Department's responsibility to aid
the national organization by
gathering information and
statistical data. She could not
have found a more educational
job.

Born and raised in Washington,
D.C.,her arrival at the Law School
marked her first entrance into a
predominantly white community.
She has participated fully.

Law Schoolhas been a busy and
active time for her. She has served
on the Admissions and Cur-
riculum committees, was elected
Academic Vice-President of the
Student Bar Council and as vice-
president and treasurer of the
Black Law Students Association.
She served as a moderator of the
National Conference on Women
and the Law which was held at the
Law School in March, 1977.
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Davis continued

For example, Sandra Davis's
husband is a minister, and she is
also the mother of three school-
age children. During her last year
in college, she decided that she
wanted to be a lawyer. Her
seemingly endless struggle to get
a Bachelor's degree did not dis-
courage her from seeking the
long, extra three years needed to
fulfill her ambition.

She started from Vermont,
where her parents still live. After
her sophomore year in college in
New Hampshire, she married and
moved to New Haven, where she
attended Connecticut State Col-
lege, while her husband was
enrolled at Yale Divinity School.
She worked during the day and at-
tended night school part-time.
During their stay at their first
parish in North Dakota, she at-
tended Minot Community College,
25 miles away, setting out each
morning at 6:30 a.m. She earned
some credits at the Community
College at Muskegon, Michigan
before coming to Platteville. From
time to time during these years
she took time out for her babies
and community activities. After
they moved to Platteville, she was
able to complete the requirements
for a degree in relative comfort
and ease. She is the first member
of her family to start college, but
during her long undergraduate
career, her two younger sisters
started and finished.

Then she applied to the Law
School. She was placed on the
waiting list. As the summer
waned, she stopped thinking
about law school- set the whole
subject aside.

VIII

The call came late on the Satur-
day of Labor Day weekend. She
had a day to decide whether to ac-
cept the challenge. The answer
was really never in doubt. By
Tuesday she had rented a room in
a graduate dormitory and
registered for classes.

She had many opportunities to
wonder, during that first year,
whether she had made the right
choice. She went home on Friday
nights to be mother and minister's
wife. She returned to Madison on
Sunday evenings to be an over-
worked student, having had little
rest and reflective time during the
weekends. Because she has al-
ways been a mother who was
deeply committed to her family
life, she found the pull and tugs of
her back-breaking schedule very
difficult.

But there was a long vacation at
holiday time to refresh her, and
the school year passed swiftly.

In her second year, her classes
were all on three days a week; she
commuted 150miles each of those
days. This was another very ex-

Sondra Davis

hausting experience during one of
the worst winters in Wisconsin
history. But she survived. A mem-
ber of the Class of 1978, she now
comes to Madison on Monday and
returns home on Thursday. This is
a less difficult schedule - by now
the whole family is used to their
mother the law student, and she
has developed more efficient use
of her time and energy.

What comes next for Mrs.
Davis?

She is beginning to think about
it. She wants to use her legal
education to provide useful profes-
sional service in a small com-
munity. How that will be ar-
ranged, she does not yet know.

But she'll do it. She feels an
obligation to contribute her new
skills and services. She under-
stands what a community needs.
Also, many members of her hus-
band's congregation have given
her great encouragement and
help. She owes them, and others
like them, a large debt, which she
will repay in community service.
She also, as she said recently, in-
tends to earn enough to "payoff
the loans while we are raising the
kids" in a worthwhile profession
she enjoys.
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