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Comments

I am pleased that the Editor of
the Gargoyle decidedto devotethis
issue to our students. Although
impressionistic, my view is that
we currently have an unusually
fine group of students in the Law
School.Lawyers who comehere to
interview job applicants agree.

A number of items seemed
noteworthy as I reviewed the con-
tents of this issue of the Gargoyle
and of this fall's admissions re-
port.

In the first place, the average
and median ages indicate that the
student body is composedof quite
a mature group of individuals. For
example, the average age of the
entering class this fall was 25.37
and the median fell somewhere
between 23 and 24.Almost half of
the class was in the 21 to 23 age
group and one-fourth in the 23 to
26 age group. The remaining
fourth of the class ranged in age
from 27 to 50. A good number of
these obviously had established
careers prior to coming to law
school. Fifty-three of the entering
students had Masters degrees, ten
had Ph.D. degrees, one had an
M.D. degree, and 19 others had
done some graduate work but had
not received graduate degrees.
Although only 18 percent of the
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class was officially registered as
non-residents, these came from 22
different states plus Puerto Rico
and China. A total of 86 under-
graduate colleges are represented
in the first year class. There
clearly is diversity of background
and experience in this group of
people. Although I have not made
the analysis, I believe the age and
background characteristics of the
classes which entered in fall 1975
and fall 1976would be similar.

Another characteristic of the
present student body which no
longer evokes surprise is the per-
centage of women in the group -
slightly over 40 percent of the
class which entered this fall and
one-third of the student body as a
whole. Tome this has been a very
encouraging trend, for there is
bound to be a waste of human
resources when any segment of
the population systematically is
excluded or excludes itself from a
profession.

Another characteristic which
surprises no one these days is the
overall academic quality of the
student body. The current group
of almost 900 students was
selected from about 6,000total ap-
plicants. This applicant group in
turn was a highly self-selective
one, for persons with marginal
college records and Law School
Admission Test scores no longer
bother to apply. It very likely is
true that the best students today
are no better than the best stu-
dents of 25 years ago, but the
overall academic quality clearly is
vastly different. Although there
are some who have expressed con-
cern about the "elitist" quality of
the student body. I am satisfied
that it bodes well for the future of
the legal profession.

I am not quite sure what conclu-
sions to draw from the career
preferences of our students, as
found in a survey conducted by
our Placement Office and re-
ported in this issue of the
Gargoyle. About 35% stated
general practice as a preference,
and that figure does not seem to
change a great deal throughout
the students' stay in law school. It
is true that a long-standing place-
ment pattern at this LawSchoolis
for 35 to 50 percent of the gra-
duating class to enter private
practice and for the second largest
group to enter some form of
government service. Thus, the
pattern seems to be quite stable. It
is encouraging to note that the
majority interested in general
practice appear to favor the
smaller firm, first, because it
tends to equalize the competition
between the small and large firms
and secondly, because it may tend
to shift lawyers to areas which
may be in greater need of legal
services than others.
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Finally, it is evident from
material in this issue of the
Gargoyle that law school has
become quite expensive. Over two-
thirds of the second and third year
students hold part-time jobs and
even one-fourth of the first year
students work part-time. We esti-
mate that our students will bor-
row close to $700,000 during the
current academic year. Clearly,
anything we can do through our
Alumni Association to help the
most needy students is important
in maintaining equality of educa-
tional opportunity for
academically well-qualified per-
sons of all economic levels.

Orrin L. Helstad
Dean
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