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must be rising rapidly, since it ap-
pears that many of them come
from rather long careers in teach-
ing, social work, business, or
motherhood. But the largest num-
bers are comparable in age to
those of a hundred years past.

Nor does the future foretell
much change. The newly arrived
class of 1980 has an average age
of 25.37 (a very slight increase) -
and the medians and averages
are almost exactly the same for
both the entering men and the en-
tering women.
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Material for what follows is based upon the
statistical records of the University Registrar, and
on two surveys conducted during 1977-78.

* * *
The median age of the Typical

Wisconsin Law Student in 1977 is
24.7 years and the average is 26.
Two of them are over 50 years,
and two are under 21. The largest
group -158 in number - is 23.
There are 129 students who are 24
years old, and 108 who are 25.

It is surprising that the average
and median ages have not
changed very much. The entrance
into the student body of a large
group of women students creates
the illusion that the average age

five years ago. They may be less
concerned than those of a decade
ago.

of the

-School
Wisconsin

Stud.ent?
issue

tries to identify

Both in general and

in particular.

This

Who Is the
Law

It will be a comfort to many
alumni, and a source of disap-
pointment to others, to learn that
the Typical Student of 1977-78 is
not very different from the Typi-
cal Student of 1970-71, or for that
matter, 1950-51. We are not
aware of any composite pictures of
those earlier times, but those who
have observed the various genera-
tions see little change. A different
atmosphere prevailed during the
period 1968-72,but most of the in-
dividual students who lived and
studied during that period were
much as they were before, and
much as they have been since.

The differences are largely
those of degree. Students are more
concerned with the world around
them than the students of twenty-
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Performance in law school
reflects this quality. Although
there is among faculty and stu-
dents some uncertainty about the
meaning of grades and the
difficulty of objectively evaluating
student performance, given the
wide varieties of academic de-

The Typical Student at the Law
School is a resident of Wisconsin.
In 1977-78, about 16% are non-
residents. 18% of the entering
class comes from other states. The
residents come from almost every
county in Wisconsin; the non-resi-
dents from 45 different states.

The Typical Student could be a
woman in 1977-78. Two hundred
ninety-nine in the student body of
897 (which includes a few gradu-
ate students from other depart-
ments) are women; almost exactly
one-third. There are one hundred
seventeen women in the 287 stu-
dents recently enrolled, more than
40%.

***
The Typical Student may be

married. At least, about 44%of the
respondents to a questionnaire
distributed on a voluntary basis

Continued P 4

The Typical Student receives no
scholarship. In 1977-78, limited
funds permitted grants to only
179 students. The amounts of
scholarship seldom exceed $1,000.
Most of the awards are for
amounts between $500 and $1,000
in 1977-78 - covering only a
small percentage of the educa-
tional costs. During 1977-78,
single residents of Wisconsin,
unencumbered by family respon-
sibilities need at least $3,700 per
year to attend law school. Non-
residents need about $5,700 to live
modestly and go to law school.
Law students will have borrowed
almost $700,000 during the
academic year, 1977-78.

enrolled. They are blacks, Native
American Indians and Spanish
sur-named people of Mexican and
Puerto Rican descent. Almost all
of them are residents of Wiscon-
sin.

***

The Typical Student is white.
Although the Legal Education Op-
portunities program is in every-
one's judgement a success, the
number of minority students
enrolled remains small. The Pro-
gram is now financed by the Ad-
vanced Opportunity Grant pro-
gram, a regular part of the State
budget. About twenty students are
admitted into the program each
year, and 55 are currently

mands, several indicators are
clear: almost no student flunks
out of law school, and the median
grade point averages have been
consistently higher than 83.00. In
1976-77, the median average in
the first year was 83, and the
range was from 70 to 89.57.In the
second year class, the median was
83.53,and the grades ranged from
77.45 to 89.70; averages in the
graduating class ranged from
78.50 to 90.83, and the median
was 83.96.

*

*

*

*

*

*

The Typical Student has an ex-
cellent academic record on admis-
sion. All lawyers are aware that
the large number of applications
has resulted in a student body of
superior academic quality. The
Class of 1980 has a median score
on the Law SchoolAdmission Test
of 640, and a median undergradu-
ate grade point average of 3.45.
Neither of these figures has
changed very much in the last few
years. The result is an entire
enrollment ofpotentially excellent
law students and potentially ex-
cellent lawyers.
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Typical Student continued

during the registration period are
married. Others (although we
don't keep the figures) are for-
merly married, and an unknown
number have assumed the respon-
sibilities and commitments of
marriage without formalizing the
relationships. In this, law students
are like other young people.

The Typical Student - again
according to our limited survey -
is childless. Only 15% reported
that they have children. There are
some families of four and five
children. One student is the
mother of four-year-old triplets. A
substantial percentage of the
families have only one parent,
which reflects a national pattern.

The Typical Student is not the
son or daughter of a lawyer nor of
an alumnus.

work-study provide much of the
research assistance required by
Professors. Other students work
as clerks in law firms and in
government agencies.

the second year and 34.3%of those
in the third year. Government
service appears to be the goal of
about 30.6% of the first year,
29.8%of the second, and 26.4%of
the third year.

It appears natural that a group
made up of a high percentage of
students intending to stay in
Wisconsin, would also express
preference for the smaller firms.
Among those who intend to enter
private practice, firms of from 2 to
6 associates are preferred by
32.8%of the first year students, by
56.4% of the second year and a
whopping 62.5%of those who are
confronting the job market in
1978. Only a handful (2.4%,3.6%
and 1.4%)would choose firms with
more than 40 lawyers.

***

Participation in Law Review,
moot court, and clinical programs
such as Legal Assistance to In-
mates often makes outside work
impossible. The costs are paid
with higher debt.

***

There is no typical career choice
among the student enrolled in
1977-78. Private practice is the
expressed career choice of 34.9%
of the first year students, 35.8%of

The Typical Student intends to
remain in Wisconsin.Accordingto
a recent student survey conducted
by the Placement Office in which
almost one half of the student
body participated, 56.9% of the
first year respondents, 67.8% of
those in the second year and
85.2% of the third year respon-
dents intend to remain in this
state.

The Typical Law Student has
part-time employment. The
Faculty strongly discourages
employment during the first year.
There is some feeling among them
that it is better if students do not
work at all during law school.

However, the realities are that
most students need the extra in-
come, and that many find law-rel-
ated employment an important
part of legal education.

We have little information
about the number of first year stu-
dents who are employedfor pay in
1977-78. The survey came too
early. In other years, by the begin-
ning of the second semester, ap-
proximately 25% of the entering
class has been employed. About
68%of the registering continuing
students reported that they have
employment.

*

Where to?

* *

There is no typical legal
specialty preferred among the stu-
dents in 1977-78, as they look
ahead. Of the first year students,
25%prefer a general practice, as
did 28.6%of those in the second
year and 35.8%of those about to
graduate. Trial practice is listed as
the preference of 21.2%in the first
year, 24.3% in the second year,
and 31.3%of the third year stu-
dents. Other preferred specialties,
including family law, tax, labor,
environmental law and equal
rights claim the interest of the re-
maining students.

An account of the whereabouts of the members
of the Class of 1977 can be found on page 19.

Some of the employment is
through the Work-Studyprogram,
in which the federal government
pays 80%of the cost.This program
is limited to those who have high
financial need. Students through
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