
Zile off to
f"n\ and for
first semegter

Professor Zigurds Zile will
represent the University of
Wisconsin for the first semester,
1977-78, as a Visiting Research
Professor at the University of
Helsinki in Finland. The Ex-
change Professorship between the
two universities was established
in the early 1960's and there have
been visiting professors from
Wisconsin alternating with Fin-
nish visitors here ever since. Par-
ticipants are chosen from the ap-
plicants by the Helsinki Exchange
Advisory Committee, composed of
Wisconsin faculty members who
have participated in the Ex-
change.

Professor Zile's research will be
part of an inquiry into the broad
question of the transferability of
law and legal institutions and
resistance to externally-imposed
social change. Latvia will be the
focus of his study. An independent
country between 1918 and 1940,
Latvia remained a part of the
western Protestant culture estab-
lished during earlier domination
by German feudalism and by
Sweden. He will attempt to dis-
cover the extent to which legal in-
stitutions and the attitudes
toward them in Latvian society
were affected by the Soviet revolu-
tion.

Professor Zile will study in
Helsinki because the relevant
documents in Riga, Latvia are not
easily available. Research by
foreigners is subject to close
Soviet control in the Latvian
Socialist Soviet Republic. The
Helsinki University library has an
exceptional collection of Latvian
materials.
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Professor Zile is a Latvian by
birth. He is a naturalized citizen of
the United States (1953) who
came here with his family by way
of German refugee camps. He
graduated from the University of
Wisconsin in 1956, and the Law
School in 1958. He earned an SJD
degree at Harvard in 1967. He has
been a member of the Law Faculty
since 1961.

His interests are broad. An in-
ternationally recognized scholar
in the Law in the Soviet Union, he
is also an expert in land use con-
trols, including coastal zone man-
agement.

A teaching interest has recently
led Professor Zile into the current
discussion of proposed legislation
to establish a civil cause of action
for invasion of privacy by statute
in Wisconsin. The proposal is
being stiffly resisted by newspa-
per publishers and others con-
cerned with opening avenues of
public information.

Professor Zile

Joel Handle~
German Marshall
fund Fellow

Professor Joel Handler

Professor Joel Handler has been
named a German Marshall Fund
Fellow during 1977-78. The
Fellowship will make it possible
for him to go to England to ex-
amine basic problems in British
welfare administration. He will
study the nature and growth of
administrative discretion in a
uniform welfare system on the
one hand, and the implementation
of increased regulation on the
other. Of particular interest will
be the roles played by organiza-
tions providing the impetus for
promoting the legal rights of peo-
ple caught in the welfare system.

This is another phase of a study
begun by Professor Handler in
England ten years ago. It is a
timely return to the subject
because Great Britain is at pre-
sent involved in a major reform of
its welfare system.

Tlie German Marshall Fund
was established as a memorial to
the Marshall Plan by a gift from
the Federal Republic of Germany
in 1972. Proceeds of the Fund are
to be administered "without any
influence by German authorities."
Grants cover a wide range of ac-
tivities, all related to the common
problems of industrial societies,
and are not limited to U.S.-Ger-
man projects.
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