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Lawyers have never been more
aware of their public image than
they have been since the Waterg-
ate scandals came to the surface
in 1973-75. Their own awareness
is sharpened by the vast public
concern with their competence,
diligence and integrity. In a world
increasingly tangled in legal
snarls, the services performed by
lawyers are threatened with ex-
posure to public view in a way not
seen or contemplated before.

Faculties and institutions con-
cerned with the education and
training of lawyers naturally
share the profession's and the
public's interest in the standards
of the professional people they
produce.

As a condition of graduation, all
University of Wisconsin law stu-
dents must satisfy a course re-
quirement in professional respon-
sibilities. This can be ac-
complished by passing one of the
two intensive courses on the sub-
ject-Professional Respon-
sibilities and the Legal Profession,
or by successfully completing
either the General Practice
course, or Problems in Providing
Legal Services to the Indigent.
Each of the latter courses incor-
porates legal ethics and the law-
yer's responsibilities as part of the
course.

One very important contribu-
tion to the study of professional
responsibility is the newly revised
book entitled the Lawyer in
Modern Society (Little, Brown,
1976).Wisconsin Law School pro-
fessors Ted Finman and Theodore
J. Schneyer are co-authors, along
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with Professor Vern Countryman,
Harvard Law School. Professors
Finman and Countryman are the
authors of the first edition,
published in 1966. The Lawyer in
Modern Society is used as the basis
for the intensive courses in Pro-
fessional Responsibility offered in
the LawSchool.It is a large collec-
tion of materials on all aspects of
the regulation of the legal profes-
sion and emphasizing, in the new
edition, such recent developments
as the adoption by the ABA of a
new Code of Professional Respon-
sibility to replace the Canons of
Professional Ethics, and the im-
pact of consumer pressures on
rules affecting group legal ser-
vices, lawyer advertising, and the
delivery of legal services
generally. The authors agree that
there is much too much material
for a one credit course, 'and sug-
gest that the book be used in a
variety of ways.

For example, Professor
Schneyer notes that the first
three chapters can form the basis
of a one credit semester course.
Chapter 1 is background, and
assigned as outside reading. It
contains information on the cur-
rent composition of the legal pro-
fession, the nature of various
modes oflaw practice, and the role
that lawyers play in community
affairs and politics. Chapters 2
and 3 make up a section called
"The Practitioner," and respec-
tively raise the common problems
lawyers encounter when dealing
with their clients and when acting
for them. In the first category are

problems related to quality of ser-
vice, conflicts of interest, and fees;
how "far" a lawyer may go in
behalf of a client in litigation, in
negotiations, and in other contex-
ts is the central problem in the
second category.

No one claims that such a
course can transform a person
with dishonest tendencies into an
honest person. What is expected is
that prospective lawyers will gain
some understanding of problems
that can arise and particular con-
texts in which they are likely to
arise.

Professor Schneyer
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In the General Practice
course-now offered to 160 third
year students each year-profes-
sional responsibilities of the law-
yer are emphasized in every
phase. The co-directors-Richard
Long of Beloit and Warren Stolper
of Madison, both long-time prac-
ticing lawyers-feel strongly that
discussion of ethics led by practic-
ing lawyers assists students im-
measurably to recognize problems
in the beginning stages or before
they begin. Mr. Long emphasizes
that students should be aware of
the lawyer's duties to 1) inform
his/her client of the lawyer's
mistakes; 2) prevent frauds from
being perpetrated by clients or
others on tribunals. Mr. Stolper
feels that rules can only provide
the beginnings; the Bar needs
practitioners of judgment and
wisdom-in addition to the rules.
They agree that present-day stu-
dents are deeply concerned about
ethical questions and participate
eagerly in discussions with their
General Practice teachers.

In recent years, course work in
professional responsibilities suffi-
cient to satisfy the graduation re-
quirement also has been offered in
connection with two law school
clinical programs. Clinical in-
structional settings provide an ex-
cellent opportunity for training in
professional responsibilities.

It is broadly recognized that the
teaching of Professional Respon-
sibilities ought not only be done
intensively, segregated from the
rest of the curriculum. It is in-
cluded as part of the learning pro-
cess in most courses. One cannot
study Contracts, Torts, Criminal
Law, Family Law, or Evidence, for
example, without considering the
professional obligations of the
lawyer. Accordingly, most
teachers in these fields devote
some time to ethical problems.

Professor Finman
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Policing a Free Society
(Ballinger, 1977), a major work by
Professor Herman Goldstein, has
recently been published. The pri-
mary objective of the book is to ex-
plore fundamental issues arising
in the policing of our society
which, Professor Goldstein
argues, have not received the at-
tention they require. Among the
chapters are those that deal with
such problems as defining the
police function, developing alter-
natives to the use of the criminal
justice system, categorizing and
structuring police discretion,
achieving political accountability
on the part of the police, and con-
trolling and reviewing police-
citizen contacts.

Professor Goldstein, who joined
the Wisconsin Law School faculty

in 1964, has been concerned with
the police function for many
years. Before coming to Wiscon-
sin, he served four years as a key
administrator in the Chicago
Police Department. And before
that he worked on the American
Bar Foundation's Survey of the
Administration of Criminal
Justice, studying and analyzing
on-the-street activities of police in
Wisconsin and Michigan. He is co-
author of the ABA's book, The Ur-
ban Police Function (1973).He has
served as consultant to the Presi-
dent's Commission on Law Enfor-
cement and Administration of
Justice, the National Advisory
Commission on Civil Disorders,
the National Institute of Law En-
forcement and Criminal Justice,
the Police Foundation, and the
Knapp Commission in New York.
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