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From time to time, the Gargoyle
presents some information about
the alumni who are honored by
memorial bequests. The Smalley
scholarship has been awarded for
some years to the Editor of the
Wisconsin Law Review. Mrs.
Smalley, the donor of the fund,
has recently enlarged it to provide
needed scholarship assistance to
other students as well.

On April 1, 1968,A Memorial to
[his] Life and Character was pre-
sented to the Racine County Bar
by Harold A. Konnak, Charles F.
Wratten and Roy D. Stewart-all
prominent members of the Racine
County Bar. Their presentation
follows;

May It Please the Court:

The committee appointed by the
Racine County Bar Association
respectfully presents to this Court
this Memorial to the life and
character of George E. Smalley,
long a respected member of the
Racine County Bar, who died at
Miami, Florida on February 19,
1968, just short of the age of 70
years.
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Mr. Gwynette Smalley, called
George for his whole life, was a
member of the class of 1922 and
practiced law in Racine until his
death in 1968.

He was born in Cuba City,
Grant County, Wisconsin, on
March 13, 1898 to Sherman E.
Smalley, a former native of
Marengo, Illinois, and Polly
Rogers Smalley, who was born in
England. His father had studied
law with the local Bar, and, after
being admitted to practice about
two years before George's birth,
practiced law in Cuba City until
1921 when he was elected Judge
of the Fifth Circuit Court and re-
mained on the bench for about 22
years or until January 1, 1943
when he retired. His father's
record as a Judge reflects credit
and honor upon the judicial histo-
ry of this State by reason of his
reputation for fine judicial tem-
perament, outstanding fairness
and integrity, and a warm unders-
tanding of why men and women
behave as they do.

His father is credited with hav-
ing given our departed brother the
name of "Gwynette." We are told
from a reliable informant that the
name came from "Button Gwin-
net," one of the signers of the
Declaration of Independence. Why
the father settled on the name
must remain shrouded in mystery.

Suffice it to say that we may
presume the name "George" was
preferred by Mr. Smalley both as a
boy and man, and if what we of
the Racine County Bar have
learned about the Grant County
Boys through such sterling ex-
emplars as Vilas Whaley, Judge
Simpson, and Oscar Edwards is
true, he probably found the name
George easier to bear in that rug-
ged country of Southwestern
Wisconsin.

Pursuing his education in the
public schools of Cuba City,
George Smalley completed the
work of successive grades until he
was graduated from high school
with the class of 1914. He after-
ward attended the University of
Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of
Arts degree was conferred on him
in 1918. In February of that year
he joined the United States Army
and went overseas, remaining for
fifteen months, and in 1919 he at-
tended Trinity College in Dublin,
Ireland, where he studied law and
attended lectures on legal subjects
until July, 1919. He received his
discharge from the army in
August, 1919, after having served
as a sergeant through the time of
his enlistment.
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With his return to his native
land Mr. Smalley again entered
the University of Wisconsin and
won his Bachelor of Laws degree
with the class of February, 1922.
He then began practice with Thor-
wald M.Beck, whowas district at-
torney, and Mr. Smalleywas made
assistant district attorney, thus
serving for three years, when the
firm of Beck, Simpson & Smalley
was formed. This later became
Beck, Smalley & Smith, and in
that connection he practiced until
1927, since which time he prac-
ticed law alone with his offices in
the Janes Building for more than
30 years.

He practiced law quietly with-
out much fanfare, but acquired a
loyal group of clients of substan-
tial means who were attracted by
his clear reasoning and logical ap-
proach to business and other prob-
lems. He was an "office" lawyer
more than a "court-room" lawyer,
but his facile tongue enabled him
to give a good account of himself
when his problems required
judicial construction.

George Smalley
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Throughout his years as a law-
yer, he was active in the affairs of
the Bar. He was president of the
Racine Bar, a member of the
Board of Governors of the State
Bar, and a life-longmember of the
American Bar Association. He
also served as a Circuit Court
Commissioner for a period ofmore
than 30 years.

He was extremely interested in
sports and was a top-notch golfer.
He helped organize the first
Racine Legion football team, the
precursor of the Green Bay
Packers, and was also one of the
leading promoters of the Girls'
Soft-Ball League which had a col-
orful history for many years. He
faithfully followed the vagaries of
the University of Wisconsin foot-
ball teams and would be found in
the stands during the poor years
as well as during the successful
ones.

For years he was a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Elks
Lodge of Racine and maintained
an unflagging interest in the
affairs of this fraternal society.

For many years George Smalley
was unmarried, but on September
18, 1946 he put his bachelorhood
behind him and married Maud
Sine Bock, who lived in Northern
Illinois at Wadsworth. This union
was a happy one, and those who
knew George Smalley best would
join in affirming that the years
after his marriage were the hap-
piest and most rewarding years of

his life. Their lovely country home
furnished a beautiful setting from
which the happy couple dispensed
a generous and gracious hospi-
tality to a wide circle of friends
and acquaintances. Mrs. Smalley
survived her husband's death, and
it should be a source of deep com-
fort to her to know that her charm
and fine character had added im-
measurably to the savor of
George's life.

Not all lawyers or laymen knew
George Smalley well. He was con-
sidered by some to be reserved and
detached from ordinary contacts.
But those who knew him in-
timately can attest to his alert
mind; to his unfailing sense of
humor; to his loyalty to his close
friends and associates; to his
strong common sense, simplicity,
and directness.

Time moves on. Friends and
loved ones depart. But memories
remain to frame the pictures we
retain of our friends deep in our
hearts.

Respectfully submitted,

Harold A. Konnak
Charles F. Wratten
Roy D. Stewart

Committee for the
Racine County Bar
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