
DISTINGUISHED AlUMNI-FACUl TV AWARD

Bill, please come up. Accept this
certificate, Bill, as a token of our
esteem. The WLAA honors you.
Your life work and your presence
here does the Law School and
WLAA honor.

Bill is a constant reminder to
me-and I hope to each of you in
this room-that advancing age
and prominent position give us the
opportunity and obligation to
review each accepted truth and
tradition and ask Why?, and give
us the opportunity and obligation
to review each cry for change and
ask Why not?

Bill joined our Law School
faculty in 1922. He was attracted
to Wisconsin by then Senator
Robert M. La Follette, although in
later years Bill was to become an
outspoken critic of La Follette's
isolationist policies.

Since 1922 Bill Rice has been of
service to the law school, the com-
munity, this state and the nation.

I met Bill first in 1957. He was a
faculty member when I was a stu-
dent. Then Bill and I were col-
leagues on the faculty and worked
together in the Civil Liberties
Union at the state and local levels.
On retirement from the Law
School Bill hung out a law shingle
in Madison and became a fellow
practitioner at the young age of
70. Few of us after many years of
practice are fortunate enough to
have to our credit a landmark
case. Bill had such a case involv-
ing the rights of unwed fathers.

A part of each annual Alumni
Visitation of the Law School is the
Faculty-Alumni dinner, purely a
social occasion.

This year, there was a program.
An important former faculty mem-
ber returned to the Law School to

And here is what she said:

When the Law School called and
asked if I would come to this din-
ner at which the WLAA dis-
tinguished faculty/alumni award
would be presented I was
delighted. 1 then discovered I was
not getting the award, but I
decided to come anyway.

It is truly my honor tonight to
make the presentation of the
Wisconsin Law Alumni Dis-
tinguished Faculty/Alumni Award
to William Gorham Rice, Emeritus
Professor of Law. It's only fair to
tell you that a significant number
of hours of my life in Madison
have been spent attending din-
ners and testimonials honoring
Bill Rice and his wife Hazel Briggs
Rice, noted author. The WLAA is
joining a multitude of organiza-
tions and individuals that have
already honored Bill for one facet
or other of his distinguished
career. Therefore it is very ap-
propriate that the Association has
decided to recognize the totality of
Bill's achievements.

Two years ago, October 12 was
proclaimed Bill of Rice Day. On
that day Bill was toasted by the
Capital Area Chapter of the
Wisconsin Civil Liberties Union
for his continuing fight for the
cause of civil rights and civil Iiber-
ties on the national, state and
local levels.

present the Distinguished Faculty-
Alumni award to Emeritus Profes-
sor William Gorham Rice, still ac-
tive and busy 15 years after his
retirement.

The important former faculty
member is Justice Shirley
Abrahamson.

On Bill of Rice Day Professor
Joel Grossman attempted to trace
the accomplishments of Bill and
said the following:

"It is a tradition in events like
this not only to recount the life
and extoll the virtues of the guest
of honor, but to demonstrate how
he has personified the Horatio
Alger myth; how he has risen
from poverty and obscurity,
through the strength of his
character and fortitude, to wealth
and fame. . . . I looked for some
evidence that Bill Rice was born in
a log cabin or raised in an
orphanage the likes of Oliver
Twist. But my search was in vain.
All I could find was that his grand-
father was a congressman who
voted against the impeachment of
Andrew Johnson; his father was
an important public official in
New York; his grandfather-in-law
was the President of Harvard Col-
lege; and he himself attended
Harvard College and Harvard Law
School and clerked with Justice
Louis Brandeis. And to top it off
he was initially educated in the
White House with the children of
that distinguished civil liber-
tarian, Grover Cleveland. This
was an inauspicious beginning.
We might say of Bill Rice not that
he has risen from rags to riches
but that he has risen out of the es-
tablishment into a place in histo-
ry."
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William Gorham Rice

Professor Rice s response in ac-
cepting the award was gracious
and brief

Madam Justice Shirley
Abrahamson, members of the
Board of Visitors and friends of
the University of Wisconsin Law
School:

This evening I shall long
remember-if for those of my age
prospective memories can be
called long. The person chosen to
present the award as well as the
award itself make it a memorable
occasion. For this school a century
ago first granted a law degree to a
woman, Belle Case, and now
Governor Lucey has distinguished
the state by conferring for the
first time on a woman, Shirley
Abrahamson, the right to don the
robes of its highest tribunal. I am
proud to accept your award from
her hands.

But how can I respond to your
bounty when I know and you
know that many in this room have
done more to deserve such recog-
nition? At least I can wish you in
the years ahead many oppor-
tunities to add to your dis-
tinguished service to the school.

For me our school has been a
happy place in which to have
spent most of my efforts as a law-
yer. You in large part have made
it and continue to make it so. For
teaching should be an interchange
of ideas. The man on the platform
is not a soloist though he has to be
to some degree a conductor at all
times ready to make his voice
clearly heard. But (changing from
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the figurative to the concrete) so
should the student speak out
clearly. He is addressing the whole
class, not just the instructor or the
speaker's next seatmate.

But we are not at this dinner to
confer about how to teach. Proba-
bly most of you would prefer to be
hearing from Jimmy Carter and
Gerald Ford what they so eagerly
wish to tell us about the laws they
would like to have us embrace as
voters next month.

This situation reminds me of a
verse my grandmother taught me
when I was learning in school to
declaim some famous orations of
past generations. My apologies to
those of you who may have heard
me recite it two years ago when
the C.A.W.C.L.U. with friendly
humor turned Bill of Rights Day
into Bill of Rice Day for that year.
I think the verse fits better this
evening when Demosthenes Ford
and Cicero Carter are in the
spotlight. **

So let the anonymous" author
speak for me:

You'd scarce expect one of
my age
To speak in public on the
stage.
So if perchance I fall below
Demosthenes (Ford) or
Cicero (Carter),
Don't view me with a critic's
eye
But pass my imperfections
by.

But do not pass my thanks by, my
thanks for your bounty in adding
my name to your roll of awards for
distinguished service.

RICE'S ADDENDA

* Hazel has now found in Bartlett,
p. 401, that this verse was com-
posed in 1791 by David Everett
for Ephraim H. Farrar, aged 7.
W.G.R.

**The references to Ford and
Carter stem from the fact that
the WLAA dinner happened to
coincide with the third of the
televised debates between the
two presidential candidates.
(Ed.)
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HOMECOMING ---
The Badgers won;
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---1976
so did the lawyers.
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