
"The casebook method of study-
ing law is most like practice," he
concluded after mention of the al-
ternative. A lawyer must be "able
to make up his own mind, and
then follow through confidently.
. . . A man who is thoroughly
trained in the discovery and build-
ing of generalizations, and with
full knowledge of their limitations,
need have no fear about the crafts-
manship part of the law. He will
soon learn when to go to court,
when to file a mortgage, when to
file a bill of particulars, for along
with his learning how to think law,
he will read the statutes."

His 1938 view is widely held
today. But m any law schools
(including Wisconsin) are taking
a new look at skills training.

So the controversy goes on.

states; a lawyer's work requires
some knowledge of many disci-
plines, including science, econom-
ics, and political science-although
many excellent lawyers have re-
ceived their undergraduate degrees
in many other fields.

The kind of training and educa-
tion which is offered in the law
schools was as lively a subject of
discussion in 1938 as it is now,
or as it was in 1900. To some
scholars, Mr. Moreau points out,
"the law is a vital force in the com-
munity, an admixture of reason
and experience. .,. Instead of
law being fixed, it is synonomous
with life." "The basic generaliza-
tions," he continued which make
up the body of the common law
are contained in thousands of judi-
cial decisions. These cases are the
source materials for law study.
The casebook is the tool which
provides the opportunity for stu-
dents to discover and form the
principles of law. He urged then-
as do all his colleagues today-
"there is much to be gained by
requiring the student to reduce his
analyses to writing. . . . Students
should be required to defend or
oppose general propositions with
carefully prepared, written argu-
ments."

LIfETIME TEACHER-
fREDERICK J. MOREAU

Some people choose to be law-
yers because it is possible for them
to have careers in widely diverse
fields-business, private practice,
teaching, judiciary, politics, etc.

For many others (perhaps a
majority), being a lawyer means
commitment to a single career, in
which as wisdom and judgment
broaden and deepen, the satisfac-
tions gained from a job-or jobs-
well done increase with the passing
years.

Professor Frederick J. Moreau,
Class of 1924, taught in the public
schools for eight years before he
entered law schooL He has a
perspective on legal education un-
available to others, because in 48
years he has taught and been a
part of the law school community
at six different law schools, giving
him both the long view and the
broad view. He has, for example,
taught Torts 49 times.

Upon graduation from Law
School, Professor Moreau spent
three years with the Madison firm
of Wilkie, Jackman and Toebaas.
In 1927, he recalls, Dean Richards
"sent" him to the University of
Idaho. He always intended to re-
turn to his native Wisconsin, but
never did.

He went from Idaho to Kansas
in 1929 and stayed until 1963,
serving the middle twenty years
(1937 to 1957) as Dean. He spent
a couple of years on leave-in
Oregon and Iran, where he gave
lectures on American legal institu-
tions in all the major cities. On his
"retirement" in 1964, he became
one of the distinguished older pro-
fessors at Hastings College of Law
(University of California) in San

Francisco. In 1973, he joined the
faculty of Pepperdine University
School of Law at Anaheim, Cali-
fornia; he is currently teaching
Remedies, using a 100 page out-
line which he recently prepared.

Professor Frederick Moreau.

Looking back over a life-time
in legal e d u c a ti 0 n , Professor
Moreau recently wrote to Dean
Bunn, recalling a group of articles
on Legal Education published in
early journals of the Journal of
the American Bar Association. He
called attention to the lively argu-
ments over the two most promi-
nent methods of teaching-that of
Professor Theodore Dwight, ward-
en of Columbia Law School, and
Christopher Columbus Langdell,
Dean of Harvard Law SchooL
"The purpose of Columbia College
(during Dwight's deanship) has
always been to make lawyers; that
of Harvard to make men academi-
cally learned in the law as a sci-
ence.... " The basic difference is
that the Dwight method starts with
a set of principles, and proceeds to
the particular application, while
the Langdell method starts with
study of cases, followed by lecture
and ends with the deduction of
principles.

In 1938, while he was Dean at
Kansas, Professor Moreau wrote
an article for the Kansas Bar
Journal (7 KBJ. 153 (1938)) en-
titled "What Constitutes a Practical
Legal Education?" It discusses
many of the same issues which are
controversial in 1975. Pre-legal
education should be general, he
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