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DEAN EXPLAINS THE BUDGET

My last piece in these pages
boasted about the increased teach-
ing of practice skills and the im-
proved students-to-faculty ratio in
the School. I must now eat crow.

1) The ExecutiveBudget denied
all of the new funds approved for
the School by the Regents:
$217,500 to be added to the
School's annual base budget,
enough for about 9 new teachers.

2) The budget contains almost
no funds to pay for supervision of
the clinical programs in which stu-
dents receive credit during the
school year for serving as legal
interns in prosecutors and defend-
ers offices, in prisons and mental
institutions, in state government
offices or in agencies providing
legal services for the poor or for
public interest groups. (Many of
these programs have been funded
until now by the Wisconsin Coun-
cil on Criminal Justice or by other
outside sources. However, the fed-
eral funds allocated by WCCJ ex-
pire at the end of a three-year
period and are then no longer
available to the Law School. The
other outside sources are also
drying up.)

3) The Executive Budget will
require the University to use mon-
ey previously allocated to posi-
tions in order to pay for the infla-
tionary increases in supplies, tele-
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phones, etc. We must plan on a
10 percent per year shrinkage in
the buying power of this part of
our budget.

4) The Executive Budget im-
poses budget cuts on the Univer-
sity. We have been told to plan
next year for a reduction in the
Law School's annual base budget
for this reason.
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The net result, when added to
an "enrollment funding" cut al-
ready anticipated because wehave
reduced our total enrollment to
880 (in a building built for 750),
will be that wewill lose the equiva-
lent of about 6 positions rather
than gaining 9.

You are all aware of the State's
difficult econ 0mic circumstances
and the cost being imposed on all
state agencies. The decisions as to
the Law School, however, appear
to have been based in part at least
upon two misunderstandings:

1. The budget analysts wereun-
aware that outside funding for our
clinical programs was drying up.
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