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One of the great strengths of the
Wisconsin Law School in the new
era of Affirmative Action is the
presence on the Faculty of two
brilliant, dynamic female profes-
sors, long experienced in legal
education, influential within the
profession and the Law School.
They are Professor Margo Melli
who has served as Chairman of
the Recruitment Committee (Gar-
goyle, March, 1974) and Profes-
sor Shirley Abrahamson.

Long before discrimination on
account of race, religion or sex
was recognized as the nation's
most knotty problem, Shirley
Abrahamson was laying ground-
work for her own participation.

In 1953 she graduated from
New York University (Phi Beta
Kappa) and married Seymour
Abrahamson. They enrolled in
Indiana University-he in the
Graduate School (Zoology and
Genetics) and she in the Law
School. She was a student of
"high distinction," and graduated
first in her class in 1956. She was
a member of the Indiana Law
Review.

When her husband accepted a
Faculty position in Madison, she
began to sink her roots deeply
into the Madison community. She
established herself in her profes-
sion by joining in 1962 the law
firm which now bears her name:
La Follette, Sinykin, Anderson
and Abrahamson. She is the only
member of the Law Faculty who
maintains a regular on-going pri-
vate practice.
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She prepared herself carefully
for an academic career by earning
an SJD at Wisconsin in 1962. She
acquired teaching experience by
participating in the Summer Prob-
lems Course, which alumni will
remember as a substitute for office
practice. One semester she taught
Professor David Fellman's course
in Constitutional Law in the Col-
lege of Letters and Science. She
served as Assistant Director of the
Leg i s 1a t i v e Drafting Research
Fund at Columbia Law School.
She has been Research Associate
on the project which codified the
Indiana Law School. She was a
Research Associate in the Wiscon-
sin Law School before she began
teaching here. She joined the Fac-
ulty in 1961 as lecturer and be-
came a Professor in 1969. She
teaches Taxation regularly and
Trusts and Estates occasionally-
both large classes and seminars,
always on a part-time appoint-
ment.

In addition to her widely known
community activities which include
among many other things chair-
manship and board membership
of the' area chapter of the Wiscon-
sin Civil Liberties Union, member-
ship on the "Committee of 30"
which effectively sought to termi-
nate the clashes between youths
and the police in Madison's "Mif-
land," and her present service as
a member of the Grievance Com-
mittee of the State Bar of Wiscon-
sin, she has contributed fully to
the life of the University Commu-
nity. She has been Chairman of
the Committee which each year
selects the uses of the Kemper
Knapp Fund. She has served on
the Chancellor's Committee on the
Status of Women; she has been
(and still is) a member of the
Tenure Committee of the Law
School, as well as of the Legal
Education Opportunities Commit-
tee. She serves on the Executive
Committee of the School of Edu-
cation as well as on the Divisional
Committee for the Social Studies.
Her influence is felt everywhere
she goes.
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Next fall, she will be changing
her academic foe u s somewhat.
Along with Professor Arlen Chris-
tenson, she will become a staff
member of the newly established
Center for Public Representation
(reported in the Spring 1974 Gar-
goyle). Together they will work
with 10 students each semester in
a clinical setting where each will
receive closely supervised experi-
ence while participating in the
Center's program.

She is a part of an earlier gen-
eration, one in which professional
women had to extend themselves
greatly to meet success. They were
too few, so much was required of
them. They had to developbal-
ance, perspective and tact. They
actually had to perform better
than their male counterparts to
establish themselves.

But, as the whole new era
emerges, the doors now standing
open for the new women have
been slowly and steadily pried and
pushed a crack or two at a time
by a small and hardy band of
female lawyers in each generation.

Shirley Abrahamson is one of
these.
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