
FEMALES DOMINATE MOOT COURT ARGUMENTS

The Moot Court final argu-
ments are a traditional part of
the annual Spring Program. Each
year a constitutional que s ti 0n
pending before the United States
Supreme Co u r t is selected for
study in the course in Appellate
Advocacy under Professor Samuel
Mermin. Participants in the final
arguments are selected by an elim-
ination process in which all mem-
bers of the appellate advocacy
class participate by writing briefs
and engaging in practice argu-
ments.

What made the 1974 program
so different from any of its prede-
cessors is that 5 of the 6 students
who participated in the final ar-
gument are female. The winning
individual argument was made by
Karen Handorf, a second year

student from Dallas, Wisconsin.
Other female members of the two
finalist teams were Linda Bochert,
Marguerite Moeller, Nina Kirk-
patrick, and Katharine Gansner.
Robert Binder was the lone male.
(Mrs. Gansner's husband, Wil-
liam, received on the same day
the award of the International
Academy of Trial Lawyers for
excellence in trial and appellate
advocacy.)

The question for argument this
year is one of great relevance to
Law Schools all over the country,
the DeFunis case which arose in
the state of Washington, and
which has been declared moot in
a recent U.S. Supreme Court
decision.

The issue can be stated as fol-
lows: "Where a white applicant
was excluded by the University of
Washington Law School although
his academic qualifications were
higher than those of some minor-
ity applicants who were admitted,
can he properly claim that the
school's minority preferential ad-
mission pro gram vi 0 1ate s the
equal protection and due process
clauses?"

The decision rendered by for-
mer Wisconsin Supreme Court
Chief Justice George Currie, Jus-
tice Bruce Beilfuss and Federal
District Judge James Doyle was
not on the merits of the case, but
simply that the petitioner's team
of Karen Handorf, Linda Bochert
and Marguerite Moeller had given
the more effective performance.
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