
LETIERFROM
THE CHAIRMAN OF
THE BOARD OF VISITORS

Dear Law School Graduate:

How bad is the Wisconsin Law
School? A recent article in Wiscon-
sin's largest newspaper would lead
the reader to conclude that it
is bad indeed-i-that there is im-
minent danger of it losing its
accreditation.

Last year a special committee
was appointed by Chancellor Ed
Young of the Madison campus
to consider the problems of the
Law School. That committee re-
ported a gross overcrowding of
the Law School, an unfavorable
faculty-student ratio, and inade-
quate library facilities. That com-
mittee, of which I was a member,
recommended that a second uni-
versity law school be established.
Because those of us who are con-
cerned about the quality of legal
education at Wisconsin wish to
improve it, we have emphasized
its deficiencies, and in so doing,
we have perhaps given the public
the impression that our standards
are low and the quality of legal
education is poor.

That impression is false. The
young lawyers coming from the
Wisconsin Law School are the best
prepared and best educated in our
history. They are far more skilled
and realistically prepared for the
practice of law than were my class-
mates and I in 1948. I base my
appraisal on the performance of
the young lawyers who have been
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clerks for our Supreme Court and
those newly graduated lawyers
who appear as advocates in our
court. Each year our Supreme
Court hires on a one-year basis
seven law clerks to assist the jus-
tices in their work. We select them
not only from the Wisconsin Law
School and Marquette, but from
the great prestige law schools of
the country. Since I write as the
Chairman of the Wisconsin Law
School Board of Visitors, I do
not dwell here on the fine young
lawyers that have come to our
court from "the other law school"
and who have been of great as-
sistance to our court. Marquette
can be justifiably proud of these
lawyers.

The product of the Wisconsin
Law School matches the best in
the nation. Its graduates are well
grounded in legal scholarship and
practical methodology. They show
the results of three years of teach-
ing by outstanding legal scholars
in the uniquely free academic at-
mosphere of the University of
Wisconsin.

In addition, Wisconsin gradu-
ates are exemplars of the philoso-
phy that has made Wisconsin
preeminent in the field of legal
education. They understand our
American traditions of public law.
The Wisconsin Law School has
long emphasized that law is sig-
nificant only to the extent that it
reflects the needs of our socio-
economic conditions-that law is
not an esoteric subject related only
to property rights, but is funda-
mentally the study of the relation-
ship of man to man, and man with
the institutions that governmen-
tally or otherwise influence our
society.

Wisconsin law graduates con-
tinue to be exceptionally well
grounded in the traditional aspects
of law-contracts, torts, and prop-
erty. The Wisconsin Law School
is well attuned to the problems of
the times, but Wisconsin students
are instilled with the awareness

that problems of environmental
law, consumer protection, poverty,
and other aspects of the law that
have gained new popularity in
recent years are founded on and
must be dealt with on foundations
of fundamental legal concepts. Per-
formances of young Wisconsin
lawyers, both as advocates before
this Court and as assistants to it,
give testimony to the soundness
of their legal education. Their per-
formance is evidence that they are
peers of graduates of any law
school in the nation.
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