
STILLTHEY COME

There were 526 fewer applica-
tions for admission to the Law
School in 1973 than in 1972. Ap-
plicants in 1972 numbered more
than 2,300; in 1973 the class was
selected from 1,776 applications.

Does this mean a slackening
of interest in legal education?
Perhaps. Does it mean an aware-
ness of a tightening job market?
Perhaps. Does it mean that ap-
plicants-particularly those from
outside of Wisconsin- with lower
qualifications are not applying to
Wisconsin? Probably.

In 1973, there were 970 appli-
cations from outside Wisconsin,
of which 68 were enrolled in the
Class of 1976. Non-resident ap-
plications in 1972 totalled 1,375
and 59 non-residents were enroll-
ed. Resident applications totalled
806 in 1973, compared with 927
a year ago.

On October 1, there were 298
students in the first year class,
302 in the second year, and 320
in the third year class. The total
enrollment of full-time regular
students in the Law School on
October 1, 1973, was 920-down
from October 1, 1972. Efforts to
cut back the total enrollment by
admitting fewer first year students
will continue for 1974 and 1975.

In the entering class, there are
56 students who a tt end ed the
fourth pre-admission summer pro-
gram. Students in this program
are those who don't have quite as
high academic credentials as those
admitted directly. They are given
a chance to "tryout" for Law
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School by taking 2 regular law
school courses during an intensive
8 week session. The 56 entering
students were chosen from 79 stu-
dents who completed the summer
program. They represent 18% of
the class .. Continuation of the pro-
gram is currently under study by
the Law School Faculty.

Despite the decline in the num-
ber 0 f applications, enrollment
pressures continue to intensify.
There are 413 more students in the
Law School than there were a dec-
ade ago. No change in the enroll-
ment pressure is expected in the
foreseeable future, according to
Professor Walter Raushenbush,
who serves as Chairman of the
Admissions Committee. The great
number of applications necessitates
a careful selection process, which
includes the quantifiable factors
such as the undergraduate grade
point average and Law School
Admission Test scores. In addi-
tion, the Committee considers other
factors which cannot be precisely
measured, such as the trend of
college grades, the undergraduate
major, non-academic experiences,
such as employment, the level of
grading at the undergraduate col-
lege, and others. The qualification
of Wisconsin residence gives the
greatest advantage, since 332 of
806 (41%) of the resident appli-
cants were offered admission, and
231 residents actually enrolled,
about 80% of the first year class.
Based on long experience, 247 of-
fers of admission were made to
non-residents, in order to achieve
a non-resident enrollment of 68.
Academic standards applied to
non-resident applications are much
higher than those applied to resi-
dents. It follows that non-residents
who are offered admission usually
have alternative choices and often
decide to go elsewhere.

Among the newly enrolled law
students there are 80 women, se-
lected from 266 applications. This
compares with 64 who were ad-
mitted in 1972, and 25 who were
admitted in 1968. The number of

women students in all law schools
is increasing dramatically each
year, and will probably contribute
to enrollment pressures for a long
time to come. The total female en-
rollment this year is 196, of which
forty-two women are expected to
graduate during 1973.

Thirty-seven students (about
13% of the first year class) have
been admitted to the Class of 1976
as participants in the Legal Edu-
cation Opportunities Program.
They represent several minorities:
black, American Indians, Chicano
and Puerto Rican. These admis-
sions increase the enrollment in the
Law School to 56 of which more
than half are residents of Wiscon-
sin. The great expansion of the
program is largely due to the Ad-
vanced Opportunity grants which
were provided for in the state
budget for 1973-75, and to in-
creased private funding provided
for the LEO program.

The non-resident students come
from 24 different states and the
District of Columbia. New York
(5 ), Illinois (8) and California
(7) have contributed the largest
groups to the entering class. There
are 104 undergraduate colleges re-
presented in the first year class.
One hundred fifteen received their
undergraduate educations on the
Madison campus of the University
of Wisconsin; fifty-six came from
the other campuses of "the newly
merged University of Wisconsin
system, seventeen of which come
from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. Eighteen of the first
year students did their undergrad-
uate work at 9 private liberal arts
colleges located in Wisconsin.

As the years of intense enroll-
ment pressures pass, applicants
seek more pre-law advice. The
number of applications appears to
be self-limiting; realistic informa-
tion about the admission stand-
ards in various law schools tends
to cut down the number of law
schools to which each applies. The
total number of people who took
the Law School Admission Test
in 1973 is about the same as that
of 1972.
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Still They Come can't.

There is continued concern, ac-
cording to Professor Raushenbush,
about the number of well-qualified
applicants who cannot be accepted
because of the crowding in the
Law School. More than that, Pro-
fessor Raushenbush says, "the de-
cline in applications means that we
have to be concerned about the
number of potentially well-quali-
fied students who would make
successful lawyers who do not ap-
ply at all, because the word they
get is that it's no use."

WHAT BECOMES

OF THEM ALL?

Two hundred ninety five new
lawyers were sent forth from the
Wisconsin Law School during
1973 in three groups: December,
May, and August. This was an
increase of 50 from the Class of
'72. Since the class of 1972 had
increased by 50 over 1971, the
2 year growth amounted to 100
graduates.

And, wonder of wonders, almost
all of them have found profes-
sional employment. Only 24 grad-
uates (about 8%) had not been
heard from by November 1. Some
of these have undoubtedly found
permanent employment, some are
located temporarily, pending bar'
admission, and some may still be
looking.

It is not surprising that the larg-
est group of most recent graduates
has chosen private practice; this
has also been true in other re-
cent years. One hundred thirty-
five, about 45% of the entire class,
and almost half of the 271 who
ha ve reported-are in p r i vat e
practice.
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Of those who entered private
practice, 75% have settled in Wis-
consin. Last year a greater per-
centage (83%) of those in private
practice remained in Wisconsin,
but the number of people has in-
creased from 83 to 103.

The largest group of new law"
yers (26) is practicing in Madison
-some in established law offices
and a few on their own. Twenty-
one graduates went to Milwaukee,
and fifty-six are located in other
cities of Wisconsin.

New York, Chicago, Minneapo-
lis, Cleveland and San Franciso
also have added Wisconsin alumni
to the practicing Bar.

Business firms, including banks,
insurance companies, accounting
firms and business organizations
have hired 21 of our graduates,
19 in Wisconsin.

The number of graduates who
start their careers as Assistant
District Attorneys con tin u es to
grow reflecting an increasing num-
ber of available positions and the
interest of young lawyers in ac-
quiring courtroom experience. Of
the class of 1973, 19 have be-
come Assistant District Attorneys-
all but 1 in Wisconsin. One stu-
dent has been named an assistant
city attorney in Wisconsin. State
government claimed twelve grad-
uates (11 in Wisconsin), and the
Federal government claimed 30 in
a number of different agencies. In
addition, 17 are serving as clerks
to judges in the Federal District
Courts, the Federal Circuit Courts
of Appeals, and various state
courts of appeals. Two of the
latter are serving as clerks to
Wisconsin Supreme Court Justices.
This total is almost double that of
a year ago, when 9 graduates
were named judicial clerks.

There are 8 graduates who are
presently fulfilling military com-
mitments compared to 4 a year
ago.

Legal services for the indigent
and related occupations attracted
16 students, of whom 8 are located
in Wisconsin and 8 elsewhere.
These include 1 student who has
joined Vista, and placements in
Dane and Milwaukee County Le-
gal Services, the Legal Aid Society
of New York, and others.

In summary, of the 271 gradu-
ates heard from, about 64% has
remained in Wisconsin. Of those
who are in military service or
serving as clerks to judges, or are
in non-legal or temporary posi-
tions, it can be assumed that a
substantial percentage will return
to Wisconsin. One graduate, who
has entered private practice in
Madison, is also serving as di-
rector of a newly established Peo-
ple's Law School. Five students
are pursuing additional education,
one of them in theological semi-
nary. Two graduates are assisting
in the Clinical programs in the
Law School.

A single student is travelling in
Europe, doubtless musing on what
the future may hold.

MAKING PLANS fOR
1974?

INCLUDE THE LAW
SCHOOL SPRING
PROGRAM-

SATURDAV, MARCH 30.
DETAILS Will FOllOW
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***

Several hundred women law
students from many mid-west law
schools attended a Midwest Con-
ference on Women and the Law
at the Wisconsin Law School,
November 2-4. Host for the Con-
ference was the Women Law Stu-
dent Association of the Wisconsin
Law School. Renie Hanover,
Florynce Kennedy, pro min en t
women practitioners and feminist
leaders, were high-lighted speak-
ers. A series of workshops on
Women in Practice, Women in
Law School, and the Law Con-
cerning Worn en were held on
Saturday and Sunday.

"Legal Functionalism in Amer-
ican Jurisprudence" was the sub-
ject of the paper which Professor
Samuel Mermin presented to the
World Congress of Legal and
Social Philosophy in Madrid early
in September, 1973. Theme of the
Congress was the "Functions of
Law."

Prof. BUder

Professor Richard Brlder pre-
sented a paper at the annual meet-
ing of the Canadian Council of
International Law in Ottawa in
mid-October. His paper was en-
titled "Options Ahead for Promot-
ing International Human Rights."
The Council is the Canadian pro-
fessional society in the field of
International Law.

**

Prof. Zile

*
Recent graduates will be glad

to know that the Student Lounge
is at long last getting the addition
which was scheduled several years
ago. The outside wall is being
moved outward to the courtyard,
so that the covered pass-through
will become part of the Lounge,
increasing its size by about 2/5.

Professor Neil Komesar, who
has been a member of the Law
Faculty since 1971, has recently
been awarded a PhD degree in
Economics from the University
of Chicago. Professor Komesar
serves part-time on the staff of
the Institute for Research on
Poverty. His dissertation is an
Economic Analysis of Criminal
Victimization.

Prof. Komesar

LAW SCHOOL NOTES

Professor Robert Skilton par-
ticipated in a panel discussion at
the Seventh Annual Uniform Com-
mercial Code Institute sponsored
by the Banking Law Journal, the
Uniform Commercial Code Law
Journal and the Uniform Com-
mercial Code Law Letter on Oc-
tober 11, 1973, in New York City.
Among other things, Pro f es s 0 r
Skilton commented on "the non-
uniform law of the Uniform Com-
mercial Code," a way of referring
to decisions which cannot always
be harmonized, involving the
question whether a financing state-
ment filed to perfect an Article 9
security interest "s u b s tan ti a 11y
complies," or is fatally defective,
by reason of some failure to com-
ply with the standards of Section
9-402 UCC.

A two vol u me Encyclopedia
of Soviet Law, which will be co-
published by Oceana Press and
Martinus Nishoff in January,
1974, will contain 16 articles of
which Professor Zigurds Zile is
the author.

* * * Prof. Skilton * * *
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