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From the Dean

Dear Alumni:

The admissions pressure of recent
years has led to the rejection by the
Law School of literally hundreds of
Wisconsin residents who, by the
standards of a very few years ago,
are fully qualified to study law and
to become lawyers. It is plausible to
argue that no non-resident should be
accepted until every qualified resi-
dent is first admitted. That point of
view is occasionally expressed to us
by alumni, by legislators, and most
often of all by the young people who
are being rejected despite good cre-
dentials. It is not lack of concern for
the interests of Wisconsin young peo-
ple nor of the state that has led to a
deliberate decision by the faculty not
to take the easy way out and accept
only residents. But the problem is
complex and troubles us greatly.

For years the non-resident part of
our student body has been relatively
constant at about 30%, not nearly
so high as Michigan which may have
the most non-residents among state
law schools, but clearly giving us a
strong claim to be regarded as a na-
tional school, not a parochial one.
Until recently we had no need to
develop a deliberate policy since we
were able to accept all students we
thought should be admitted to this
school. Since then our tacit policy
has been to retain the national char-
acter of the law school but the ques-
tion has first been brought under
explicit discussion because of the
problems with the class admitted in
September, 1971.

As the admissions office operates,
it accepts more applicants than we
can handle, knowing that a percen-
tage of invitees (larger for non-resi-
dents) will choose to go elsewhere
when the chips are down. That phe-
nomenon was bolstered for non-resi-
dents by the fairly recent increase
in non-resident tuition to $2126
and 'more recently to $2200 which
is substantially above the cost
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of the education non-residents get
here. We thought the percentages
were stable for both residents and
non-residents, but for the 1971 ad-
missions year all the predictors went
awry, and we got an oversized class
for the second time in two years. Most
of the excess in 1971 was in non-resi-
dents, who accepted us in unprece-
dented percentages. Our non-resi-
dent ratio went to about 35% of the
first year class, although the resident
component of the class is in fact
larger than in any previous year ex-
cept 1970 when we also had an
oversized class.

We simply cannot handle the
large numbers of students who have
come in the past two years. We have
decided to limit the 1972 entering
class to no more than 300, (1969,
285; 1970, 333; 1971, 345), but at
the same time we have made the de-
liberate decision to reduce non-resi-
dents to about 20 percent of the en-
tering class. Thus all the reduction
in class size next year will be from the
non-resident component.

The view will remain in the minds
of some outside the school that we
should cut the non-resident compo-
nent even more. It should be noted
that there is concern within the fac-
ulty that we have already decided to
cut it too far. There is a nearly
unanimous view in law schools of
high standing that the quality of a
law school will deteriorate if it be-
comes a "local" school. This does not
reflect on the quality of Wisconsin
students-they are as good as the
best.

The reasons for maintaining a sub-
stantial non-resident component of
the student body are various and
largely intangible. It is thought valu-
able to students though less impor-
tant than in the days when few peo-
ple travelled, for the students with
whom one associates to be more di-
verse than a local school can pro-
vide. For teaching it is useful to
have in class a variety of backgrounds
to provide diversity of experience

and view. Many non-residents stay
in the state and add strength to it,
just as many residents leave to take
their place on other stages-this is
an important state in the Union and
not a backwater, so the flow of tal-
ented people both in and out is sub-
stantial and should not be limited by
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