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lAW SCHOOL
PARTICIPATES IN TRAINING

OF PERUVIAN lAW
PROFESSORS

This year marks the end of a four
year program under which three pro-
fessors from the law school of the
Pontifical Catholic University of
Peru have come to the University of
Wisconsin Law School each year for
intensive training in the teaching of
law and for preparation of teaching
materials suitable for the newly
adopted methods in Pontifical Cath-
olic University.

The program has been entirely
supported by a grant of a quarter
of a million dollars from the Ford
Foundation, and has been under the
direction of Professor Zigurds Zile.
It was initiated in 1968 by the then
Dean of Pontifical Catholic Law
School, Dr. Jorge Avendano. He has
since become Pro-Rector (Vice-
President) of the University.
Coming early in the summer for a

six or seven month period, each
group has spent full time in the sum-
mer participating in a seminar con-
ducted by Prof. Zile, with other fac-
ulty associates from time to time, on
the Methodology for the Teaching
of Law. The seminar has included
study of the conceptions of American
law which have led to the develop-
ment of our style of legal education
with its characteristic methods of
teaching. Opportunities have been
afforded to participants in the semi-
nar to test the various teaching meth-
ods demonstrated.
Armed with some awareness of

the varieties of teaching techniques
available, the visiting law professors
have spent the rest of their time in
Madison preparing materials which
will be used at home to implement
the new methods. The basic change
in method developed by the training
is from the traditional lecture meth-
od used in all South American uni-
versities to the involvement of stu-
dents in their own learning, through
extensive readings, assigned prob-
lems requiring legal research, and
class room discussion.
The last group of participants,

which recently departed for Peru, in-
cluded Professors Javier De Belaun-
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de Eduardo Ferrero, and Alfredo., .
Ostoja. As have all the other parti-
cipants in the program, each of them
returned home with materials for
a new course to be incorporated into
the law school curriculum.
One of eight law schools in Peru,

Pontifical Catholic University has
about 400 students enrolled. Along
with all Peruvian law schools it re-
ceives a small government subsidy.
Tuition is very low. Because faculty
salaries are minimal, there is no full-
time resident faculty. All participants
in the Program combine private
practice or government employment
with their teaching.
They arrive home in Lima du~ng

the University's summer vacation,
which permits them to complete their
course preparations before classes
are resumed in the middle of March.
The first semester ends the middle of
July, the second begins in early Au-
gust and runs until Christmas, when
summer vacation time arrives in
Peru.
The Program professors have

brought many books with them, and
have used extensively the Law
School's excellent collection on Peru-
vian law, accumulated for the Pro-
gram, also with grant money. There
is a gentleman's agreement among
those who have come that they will
remain on the Faculty of Pontifical

Catholic University, and all but one
have honored this agreement.

According to Professor Ostoja, the
impact of the Program in bringing
development and change to the cur-
riculum in his law school has been
incalculable. In the beginning, stu-
dents were restive under the greatly
increased demands made upon them,
but as the number of "new courses"
has' increased, they have adjusted
and have come to enjoy their active
participation.

Professor Ostoja emphasized that
the effort has not been to duplicate
legal education a la Wisconsin in
Peru. It is rather to adapt the Amer-
ican model to conditions in Peru and
to develop a curriculum which will
accurately serve the legal institutions
of that country. Because of this ef-
fort most of the new courses are in-
ter-disciplinary with other parts of
the University. On the whole, he
feels that the Program has been a
success.

The credit is due, he says, to Pro-
fessor Zile, who has devoted much of
his time to it for the last 4 years. It
is impossible, he says, to measure the
value of the close association with
Professor Zile in the summer seminar
and his assistance throughout the
year, during which he was always
helpful, but never intrusive.

VII


