Gargoyle Visits Three
New York Alumni

A recent week in New York per-
mitted the Gargoyle to visit with
three prominent alumni, from
three different Law School gener-
ations, with widely varying careers,
all deeply involved in making life
interesting in Fun City.

Mr. George Cleary (Class of 1914)
was interviewed in the office he
has occupied since the formation of
his firm, Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen
and Hamilton, in 1945. One of the
leading tax lawyers in New York
City, Mr. Cleary was from 1926 to
1945 a partner in the firm of
Root, Clark, Buckner and Ballan-
tine.

Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen and Ham-
ilton, which started 25 years ago
with seven partners (four of whom
had been partners at Root, Clark)
and nine associates, now has 120
lawyers, located in offices in Wash-
ington, Paris and Brussels as well as
in New York. The firm has what
he describes as a General Practice,
although it has been deeply in-
volved in international business and
finance, and Mr. Cleary himseif
has been a tax lawyer all his pro-
fessional life. He reports that the
firm has no criminal practice, ex-
cept representation of an occasion-
al client charged with violations of
the Anti-trust laws.

Mr. Cleary was born and raised
in Platteville, where his father prac-
ticed law and served as assessor of
incomes and Postmaster. After two
years at Platteville Normal School,
he came to Madison and earned a
BA degree in Commerce in 1911,
entering Law School in the fall of
that year. A member of Phi Beta
Kappa and Coif, he was first in his
class and gave the Commencement
oration. He was house steward for
Phi Alpha Delta.

He returned to Platteville follow-
ing his graduation to practice with
his father, and to assist him as as-
sessor of incomes. Wisconsin’s in-
come tax law had been adopted be-
fore the federal law. When his
father was appointed Postmaster in
Platteville, Mr. Cleary served briefly
as assessor of incomes in Grant
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County and then came to Madison
where he was in charge of Wiscon-
sin corporate income tax returns.

In the fall of 1916, he began his
teaching career in the Law School
of the University of Montana, at a
salary of $2200 a year. When the
Law School didn’t open in Septem-
ber, 1918, his teaching career ended.
He set out by train for Washington,
arriving with his wife and baby
daughter during the height of the
flu epidemic. Within a few days, he
was hired as a tax expert by the
Bureau of Internal Revenue of the
Treasury Department.

In 1920, he became assistant to
Mr. Ballantine of Root, Clark,
Buckner and Ballantine, and was
made a partner in the firm in 1926.

Mr. Cleary, a widower, now lives
in a Park Avenue apartment, after
many years of residence in West-
chester County. His only son lives
in Venezuela. Mr. Cleary returns to
Wisconsin occasionally to visit a
brother who lives in Madison and
other relatives and friends in Platte-
ville.

Looking far back on his law
school experience, Mr. Cleary points
out that it was so long ago that
“Herbie Page hadn’t even arrived
when 1 was in Law School.”

Charles Luce

Chairman of the Board and Chief
Executive Officer of Consolidated
Edison, Mr. Charles Luce (Class of
1941) is located on the 16th floor
of the Consolidated Edison building,
a little uptown from his distant
cousin and fellow Platteville native,
Mr. Cleary. His is one of the most
difficult executive positions in all
of New York City, since much of
the entire city’s comfort, discomfort,
satisfactions and dissatisfactions are
dependent on the success or fail-
ures of its giant utility company.

Mr. Luce became Chairman of
Consolidated Edison in 1967. He
practiced law in Walla Walla, Wash-
ington, for fifteen years, before serv-
ing as administrator of the Bonne-
ville Power Administration in Port-
land, Oregon, from 1961 to 1966.
In 1966 and 1967, he served as Un-
dersecretary of the Interior under
Secretary Udall.

After graduation from the Law
School, Mr. Luce was a Sterling Fel-
low at the Yale Law School. He
served as Law Clerk to Justice Hu-
go L. Black in 1943-44. Also in
Washington, he worked for the
Board of Economic Warfare during
World War II.
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At the end of his tenure as Un-
dersecretary, Mr. Luce had intend-
ed to return to private practice,
either in Walla Walla or Seattle.
Three trustees of Consolidated Ed-
ison made an appointment to see
him one day, and unexpectedly of-
fered him the position as Chairman
of the Board. After two weeks of
consideration, he accepted, and
moved his family to Bronxville.

Reorganization of the giant util-
ity has been the chief responsibility
of the new Chairman. Much of his
time is spent, he says, in answering
complaints and trying to improve
the “image” of Consolidated Edison
—not an easy task, but one Mr.
Luce finds “‘challenging.”

The executive’s day begins even
before he arrives at his office at
7:45 a.m. He reads in the car, both
coming and going between Bronx-
ville and New York. Leaving his
office at 7:30 p.m. he works almost
every evening at home. Mr. Luce
keeps an apartment in the city and
uses it when official duties require
his presence in the evening.

Mr. Luce looks back somewhat
nostalgically on his years in the
Law School, and retains his admi-
ration for Dean Garrison, who has,
after his years as Dean gone on to
be one of the most distinguished
members of the bar of the City of
New York.

Mr. Luce would not like to see
the Law School curriculum “dilut-
ed” by the addition of too many
so-called “practical” courses. He
does, he says, see that some efforts
to show that the courses taken do
relate to real practice and to each
other might be advantageous. Per-
haps an institute conducted by ex-
ecutives could give students a view
of how corporations really operate,
and might be of value to the exec-
utives themselves.

Although the Luce family spends
its vacations in the Northwest,
they do keep close ties in Wiscon-
sin. Three of their four children
have attended Wisconsin State Uni-
versity-Platteville, and the oldest
will return to the Law School this
fall after two years in military ser-
vice.
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W. Perry Neff

W. Perry Neff (Class of 1954),
senior administrative officer in the
Fiduciary Division of the Chemical
Bank New York Trust, is described
in his bank’s publication as “a man
of action in many fields . . . an
avid sailor, an executive in the Am-
ateur Athletic Union, a devoted
family man and an expert Public
Relations man, as well as a top
banker.”

The Fiduciary Division, which is
Mr. Neff’s responsibility, consists of
three departments. 1) The Personal
Trust Department, which includes
trusts, estates, and agency accounts,
has 700 employees and assets of $16
billion; 2) The Pension Department
consisting of pensions and profit-
sharing plans for corporations, has
100 employees; 3) The Corporate
Trustee Administration Department,
which acts as trustee for the bond
indentures for corporations, em-
ploys 200-300 people.

Mr. Neff joined the New York
Trust Company in 1957, after four
years of private practice in Mad-
ison, and was head of an Estate Ad-
ministrative Group at the time of
the merger of New York Trust Co.
with the Chemical Corn Exchange
Bank. He became head of the Fidu-
ciary Division in 1967.

The Chemical Bank New York
Trust is the 6th largest bank in the
United States. It has about 12,000

employees, and operates 142 bank-
ing branches in Manhattan, The
bank is deeply involved in the life
of the city, using much of its per-
sonnel and resources in projects de-
signed to benefit the economic life
of the city. At present, 50% of all
people hired by the bank are black
or Puerto Rican. Officers of the
bank act as consultants to many dif-
ferent agencies. Low cost mortgage
money for urban redevelopment is
made available, Employees of the
bank are available to new firms in
the ghetto areas to teach business
practices and accounting principles.

Our visit with Mr. Neff was ter-
minated by a bomb scare—one of
many received in the Park Avenue
Office building—which necessitated
the evacuation of the building.
This is another sign, said Mr. Neff,
that “New York is in trouble.”

Mr, Neff, with his wife and four
children, lives in Opyster Bay, one
hour and 40 minutes from his of-
fice by bus, train, subway and foot.
The tiring effects of such constant
travel are mitigated, he says, by the
fact that he never comes into New
York on weekends, and takes six
weeks vacation every year.

He would not want his life to be
different.

Effiand Honored

Prof. Richard Effland, (Class of
1940), Arizona State University Law
School, was honored by the Arizona
State Alumni Association with its
distinguished teacher award at the
Founders Day Dinner in Tempe
on March 12.

Nominated by the Student Bar
Association, Mr. Effland was cited
for his sound legal scholarship, his
provocative teaching and his wit
and warmth in the classroom.

Mr. Effland joined the Faculty at
Arizona State in 1967 after many
years as a Faculty member at the
University of Wisconsin Law
School. An honors graduate of the
Law School, he was elected to Coif.
He is a member of the Joint Com-
mittee of the American Bar Associ-
ation and the Conference of Com-
missioners on Uniform State Laws,
on the Uniform Probate Code proj-
ect. He serves as reporter for the
project.
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