
From the Dean

TO ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF
THE LAW SCHOOL:

This issue of the Gargoyle focuses
on the public service activity of the
Wisconsin law faculty. It is fitting
that an early issue of this journal
do so, for Wisconsin is a place
where the public service commit-
ment has been central to the obliga-
tions of faculty members.

Traditionally the job of the uni-
versity teacher has been seen as a
composite of teaching, research and
public service. As in most fields,
there are fads and fashions in the
universities and there has been much
variation in the relative importance
attached to these three components.
Once, in most schools, teaching
held the center stage, and both re-
search and public service were inci-
dentals, not much attended to. Since
World War II, research has tended
to become the center, for most dis-
ciplines at least. When one has
spoken, in recent years, of the sci-
ences and even of the humanities,
the scholar in his study or the ex-
perimenter in his laboratory, has be-
come the god of the campus. A uni-
versity tends to be measured by the
number of its Nobel laureates, or
in the fields where aNabel is be-
yond reach, by the number of arti-
cles in learned journals and the
number of books listed to the cred-
it of the faculty. Wisconsin has
managed to hold its own by that
measure, as it has always done in
teaching, for Wisconsin is a great
University-one of the best in the
world. But very deep in the ethos
of this school is the tradition of a
close tie between research, teaching
and devotion to the public interest,
with a special focus on the State-
on the place where the people real-
ly live. The State Street axis, with
an enlightened state government on
one end and a great University on
the other, has set a pattern that as
long as three quarters of a century
ago came to be known as the W is-
consin idea.
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In these troublous days when the
alienation of many middle class stu-
dents from the Establishment, espe·
cially in humanistically oriented
subjects, has drawn the attention of
the public away from what is really
happening in the universities, it has
been easy to forget the volume of
public service that continues to be
performed in the University of Wis-
consin. The State Street axis is still
meaningful and live and application
to the benefit of the public of knowl-
edge acquired and taught in the
University is the real raison d' etre
of the University. I do not think
that sense of humane purpose has
ever been lost in this law school:
the record of the school demon-
strates this beyond question. This is-
sue partially documents the recent
faculty concern for the public inter-
est by a description of some things
done lately. What is listed in these
pages is no catalogue-it is only a
sampling. Research and teaching
are in this University the hand-
maidens of the interests of the
people of this state, and nowhere is
this clearer than in the Law School.

The spirit of Witte and Com-
mons, of Gausewitz and Beuscher is
still with us, and a continuous out-
put of quality legislation proves it.

Many imp art ant statutes, de-
scribed in the pages which follow,
all bear the imprint of the work of
the law faculty of the University of
Wisconsin. The welfare system, the
handling of juvenile problems, the
trial of both civil and criminal
cases, practices in commitment of
the mentally ill, in probation and
parole, court organization, the de-
velopments of techniques for medi-
ation, clearer understanding of the
nature of the processes of legal
change, are all matters that have
been illuminated and bettered by
what this Law Faculty has done.

The Wisconsin idea has attracted
both students and faculty to this
campus. It will continue to do so. It
is an idea of live and real signifi-
cance-a part of the on-going pro-
gram of the school. As' the future
unfolds, this school can be expected
to be in the middle of the struggle
to control the environment so that
man can live in the world he has
thus far despoiled. This school will

be among the leaders in coming to
terms with the problems of a perva-
sive urban environment.

It is a school of which its alumni
should be proud; its accomplish-
ments are many, and its promise is
even greater.

Spencer L. Kimball
Dean
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