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F R O M  THE EDITORS 

A g rea t  b i g  "Thank You" t o  everyone who returned t h e  subscr iber  
ques t ionna i re !  A t o t a l  o f  315 o f  our readers shared t h e i r  op in ions  and 
research experiences w i t h  us, f o r  a  raw response r a t e  of  t h i r t y - t h r e e  percent. 
Data i n p u t  i s  proceeding, and we expect t o  have p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a t i s t i c s  t o  
r e p o r t  by e a r l y  f a l l .  

FEMINIST VISIONS 

SEXUAL ASSAULT MEDIA RESOURCES 

Many sexual assau l t  media resources can a c t u a l l y  be more harmful  than 
h e l p f u l  when shown under c e r t a i n  c i  rcumstances. As a  f e m i n i s t  se l f -de fense 
i n s t r u c t o r  and former women's s tud ies  student,  I have viewed a l l  o f  t h e  media 
resources on sexual assau l t  t h a t  a re  owned by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin- 
Whitewater, and t h i s  was o f t e n  a  very unpleasant experience. A l l  o f  t h e  f i l m s  
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and videotapes acqui red s i n c e  1976 were we l l  p u b l i c i z e d  and a l so  purchased by 
many o the r  schools when f i r s t  released. They are used i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
c lasses, i n c l u d i n g  Women I s  Studies. 

It i s  r a r e  t o  encounter a  f i l m  t h a t  adequately addresses t h e  many f a c e t s  
o f  sexual assau l t  t h a t  need t o  be covered. A good f i l m  on t h e  sub jec t  should: 

1. have an unde r l y i ng  f e m i n i s t  ana l ys i s  and p lace  t h e  problem i n  a  
contex t ;  

2. expose rape w t h s  ( i n s t e a d  o f  r e i n f o r c i n g  them) by examining soc ia l  
a t t i t u d e s  about sexual assau l t  and soc ie t y  I s  t reatment  o f  v i c t i m s ;  

3. i n c l u d e  a  wide rep resen ta t i bn  o f  women ( d i f f e r e n t  races, ages, 
classes, backgrounds) and sexua l -assau l t  experiences ( s t r a n g e r  
assau l ts ,  i nces t ,  acquaintance assau l ts )  ; and m 

4. present  knowledge t h a t  empowers women r a t h e r  than i nc reas ing  t h e i r  
fears.  The f i l m  should i n c l u d e  i n fo rma t i on  about t h e  i n i t i a l  trauma 
o f  rape, t h e  recovery process, rape prevent ion  opt ions,  and p o s i t i v e  
ac t i ons  women can take  t o  become s t r o n g  su rv i vo rs .  

Using these c r i t e r i a ,  I d i v i d e d  t h e  twelve f i l m s  and videotapes t h a t  I 
viewed i n t o  t h r e e  ca tegor ies :  never recommended ; show o n l y  w i t h  
d i  scussion/d i  sc re t i on ;  h i g h l y  recommended. 

The two f i l m s  i n  nv "Never Recommended" category are a l so  t h e  01 dest  ones 
i n  t h e  UW-Whitewater c o l l e c t i o n .  How t o  Say No t o  a  Rap is t  and Surv ive  i s  a  
speech by F rede r i c  Storaska, a  se l f -p roc la imed "rape exper t "  w i t h  a  b lack  b e l t  
i n  karate.  Whi le Storaska does g i ve  women a  few use fu l  ideas about how t o  
d i s t r a c t  and de te r  a  r a p i s t ,  h i s  p r a c t i c a l  comments a re  l o s t  i n  a  myr iad of 
ou tda ted  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  he lps t o  perpetuate some dangerous rape myths. The 
l e c t u r e  i s  a lso  r i d d l e d  w i t h  o f f e n s i v e  jokes, and h i s  f lamboyant d e l i v e r y  i s  
condescending toward women. I hope t h a t  no one i s  s t i l l  showing t h i s  f i l m .  



The R e a l i t y  o f  Rape i s  by f a r  t h e  most v i s u a l l y  and v e r b a l l y  graphic  rape 
f i l m  I have ever seen. I was very d i s tu rbed  t o  d iscover  t h a t  it i s  one of t h e  
most f r e q u e n t l y  shown f i l m s  i n  UW-Whitewater classes. I n  it, a young woman 
h i t c h h i k e r  accepts a r i d e  from a st ranger ,  who v e r b a l l y  abuses her  and r i p s  
her  c l o th ing .  We hear t h e  woman gagging as t h e  s t ranger  fo rces  her  t o  perform 
f e l l a t i o  and then  rapes her  v a g i n a l l y  w h i l e  she s t rugg les  and c r i es .  The 
screen goes b lack  and t h e  nex t  scene shows two male p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  
ques t i on ing  t h e  woman i n  her home. 

Th is  f i l m  accomplishes no th ing  except t o  shock t h e  viewer. Perhaps t h e r e  
a re  a few viewers who need t o  be j o l t e d  i n t o  t a k i n g  t h e  i ssue  of rape 
se r i ous l y ,  bu t  most women do no t  need t o  see such a dramatic dep i c t i on .  
I n s t r u c t o r s  should look  a t  each f i l m  and ima i n e  how i t  might a f f e c t  s tudents  
who a re  sexual assau l t  surv ivors.  (Surveys 9 have conducted i n  UW-Whitewater 
Women's Studies classes show t h a t  between t w e n t y - f i  ve and f i f t y  percent  o f  t h e  
women i n  each c lass  have been sexua l l y  assaulted.) 

F i  lms i n  my "Show Only w i t h  D iscuss ion /D iscre t ion"  cateqorv i n c l u d e  t h e  
Acquaintance ~ 6 e  ~ r e v e n t i b n  Series, What ~ o u l  d You Real l y  i o  i f  Accosted by 
a Rapis t?,  Rape Cu l tu re ,  and Not Only Strangers. The Acquaintance Rape 
Prevent ion  Ser ies cons i s t s  o f  f o u r  very sho r t  f i l m s  e n t i t l e d  The Date, The 
Pa r t y  Game, J u s t  One o f  t h e  Boys, and End o f  t h e  Road. Based on teenagers'  
e x ~ e r i e n c e s .  t h i s  se r i es  i s  aimed a t  a h iah  school audience. With t h e  
except ion  o f  End o f  t h e  Road, t h e  f i l m s  e;d w i t h  acquaintance rapes. I n  The 
Date, a b lack  g i r l  i s  raped by her  date; i n  The P a r t  Game, t h e  r a p i s t  i s ?  
b o y t h e  g i r l  j u s t  met a t  a par ty ;  and i n  Jus t  - iS+TT ne o t e oys, a g i r l  i s  gang- 
raped by classmates. Only i n  End. o f  t h e  Road i s  t h e  g i  r l  ab le  t o  a v e r t  a 
p o t e n t i a l  rape when her  car  breaks down and a former classmate s tops t o  h e l p  
her. 

These f i l m s  were c l e a r l y  meant t o  be shown as a se r i es  and I was very 
concerned t o  f i n d  t h a t  J u s t  One o f  t h e  Boys was used much more o f t e n  than any 
o the r  rape f i l m  a t  UW-Whitewater. The s e r i e s  does  b r i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
t o p i c  o f  acquaintance rape, t h e  wide v a r i e t y  o f  c i  rcumstances under which i t  
can occur, and t h e  mixed messages t h a t  can be conveyed between males and 
females. But  t h e  i n fo rma t i on  i t  prov ides about rape i s  q u i t e  s i m p l i s t i c .  The 
f i l m s  a re  best s u i t e d  f o r  h i g h  school audiences and need t o  be accompanied by 
a g rea t  deal o f  d iscussion.  ( I  would l i k e  t o  see t h i s  se r i es  rev i sed  t o  
i nc l  ude a1 t e r n a t e  vers ions o f  each scenario,  showi ng d i f f e r e n t  ways o f  
hand1 i ng and avo id ing  each rape s i t u a t i o n .  ) 

What Would You Rea l ly  Do i f  Accosted by a Rapis t? i s  a "Nat ional  Crime 
and Vio lence Test on Rape" hosted by A r t  L i n k l e t t e r  and Jayne Kennedy. 
Viewers a re  q u i c k l y  asked m u l t i p l e  choice and t r u e - f a l s e  quest ions about rape 
and i t s  p revent ion  and a re  then t o l d  t h e  "best" answer. While some impor tan t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  conveyed t o  t h e  audience, some o f  t h e  answers given are 
debatable and even inaccurate.  Several o f  t h e  quest ions cannot be adequately 
answered i n  a format such as t h i s .  For example, " I f  at tacked by an unarmed 
man, what i s  t h e  best  technique t o  use t o  defend y o u r s e l f ?  a. Poke h i s  eyes ; 
b. H i t  h i s  g ro in ;  c. H i t  h i s  nose." The answer g iven i s  "c." Although t h i s  
would be a good choice, severa l  o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  techniques might a l s o  be used, 



and h i t t i n g  the  man's nose may not  be poss ib le  i n  some s i t u a t i o n s .  The f i l m  
cou ld  be somewhat usefu l  f o r  h iqh school and i n t r o d u c t o r v  l e v e l  courses o r  fo r  
t h e  general publ i c ,  but  needs t i  be updated through d iscussion.  

Ra e Cu l tu re  t r i e s  t o  go beyond what most rape f i l m s  do by study + c u l t u r a  an soc ia l  fo rces  t h a t  can produce r a p i s t s  and v ic t ims.  The 
t a c k l e s  a wide array o f  t o p i c s  t h a t  many f i l m s  j u s t  glaze over o r  f a i  
mention a t  a l l  : sex i n  adver t i s ing ,  rape scenes i n  popular  movies, 
pornography, and how racism a f f e c t s  v i c t i m s  and r a p i s t s  o f  co lo r .  It 
inc ludes  segments w i t h  f e m i n i s t  scholar  Mary Daly, impr i  soned r a p i s t s  
members o f  New York Women Against Rape. Because t h e  f i l m  attempts t o  
so much i n  such a shor t  time, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  qrasp a l l  o f  t h e  poi 
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made, and t h e  f i l m  may need t o  be viewed more than once. ~owever , ' t he  format-  
o f  q u i c k l y  touching on many pieces o f  t h e  rape puzzle does emphasize how 
fragmented t h e  general publ i c l s  consciousness i s  concerning t h e  rape c u l t u r e  
we l i v e  in .  This  f i l m  has very good p o t e n t i a l  f o r  promoting d iscuss ion  i n  
upper 1 eve1 c o l  1 ege courses. 

Not Only Strangers t races  t h e  experiences o f  a woman law student from t h e  
t i m e  she f i r s t  meets a male classmate t o  t h e  mment she decides t o  press 

A charges against  him f o r  date rape. It stresses t h e  importance o f  c o n f i d i n g  i n  
f r i e n d s ,  c a l l  i ng a rape c r i s i s  center,  co l  l e c t i  ng evidence, r e p o r t i n g  t h e  rape 
t o  t h e  p o l i c e  (a Black woman o f f i c e r ) ,  and dec id ing  whether o r  no t  t o  press 
charges. The video i s  s t ra igh t fo rward ,  more r e a l i s t i c  than many o the r  rape 
scenarios, and cou ld  be q u i t e  usefu l  when shown and discus.sed i n  h igh  school 
o r  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l e v e l  co l lege classes. P r i n t e d  d iscussion quest ions are  
i n c l  uded. 

F i lms and videotapes i n  my "Highly  Recommended" category i nc lude  K I A I !  
Women i n  Self-Defense, As Others See Us -- Rape & Assaul t  Prevent ion  for 
W- - t o  Rape. K IAI !  Women i n  Self-Defense fea tures  a s e l f -  
defense c lass  from t h e  Brooklyn Wombn's M a r t i a l  Ar ts  School i n  New York. I n  
t h e  f i l m ,  we see women o f  a1 1 colors,  s izes, and ages engaged i n  p r a c t i c e  and 
d iscussion.  Several women exp la in  why they & re  i n  t h e  c lass  and what t h e  - 
c lass  has done f o r  them p h y s i c a l l y  and psycho log ica l l y .  We hear rape 
surv ivors ,  formerly ba t te red  women, and i n c e s t  su rv i vo rs  cand id ly  share t h e i  r 
s t o r i e s  and speak about how sel f -defense t r a i n i n g  has changed t h e i r  l i v e s  by 
making them more a s s e r t i v e  and i nc reas ing  t h e i r  sel f-esteem and s e l f -  
confidence. This  f i l m  i s  very i n s p i r i n g  and empowering f o r  a l l  women. It 
would be q u i t e  appropr ia te  f o r  h igh  school o r  co l l ege  c lasses and women i n  
general. (Th is  i s  not an i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f i l m  t h a t  t.eaches t h e  viewer how t o  
execute phys ica l  techniques; I do not  recommend t h a t  how-to f i l m s  be shown 
unless t h e  s k i l l s  are taught  and supervised by a pro fess iona l  se l f -defense 
i n s t r u c t o r  and the re  i s  ample t ime  f o r  students t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  techniques.) 

As Other See Us -- Rape & Assaul t  Prevent ion f o r  Women focuses on 
~ s v c h o l o q i c a l  se l f -defense s k i 1  1s and i s  nar ra ted  bv 1 aw enforcement o f f i c e r  
and se l f l de fense  i n s t r u c t o r  Alan P r a t e r  a1 ong w i t h  c l i n i c a l  psycho log is t  
Kathleen Brehony. This video discusses how women have been s o c i a l i z e d  t o  be 
good v i c t i m s  and how they can o f t e n  reduce t h e i r  chances o f  being se lec ted  as 
a v i c t i m  -- by changing t h e i r  mental a t t i t u d e ,  t r u s t i n g  t h e i r  i n s t i n c t s ,  and 
becoming aware of t h e  image they present t o  others. It provides e f f e c t i v e  



verbal  and v i sua l  examples (some i n c l u d i n g  women o f  c o l o r )  o f  a s s e r t i v e  
behaviors a l l  women can p r a c t i c e  t h a t  could he lp  them avo id  c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l  o r  
v i o l e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  The n a r r a t o r s  s t ress  t h a t  seventy - f i ve  percent  o f  a1 1 
women who use phys ica l  r es i s tance  are  a b l e  t o  escape from t h e i r  a t t acke rs ;  
they suggest t h a t  women take  a good sel f -defense course. This  video would be 
very e f f e c t i v e  whether shown i n  h i g h  school o r  c o l l e g e  c lasses o r  t o  women i n  
general. My on ly  rea l  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h a t  I (and many o t h e r  women) f e e l  <I 

uncomfortable l i s t e n i n g  t o  a man t e l l  us about rape and how t o  p r o t e c t  
ourselves. I wish producer P r a t e r  had chosen another woman t o  n a r r a t e  w i t h  
Brehony . 

J 

I f  I were t o  choose on l y  one f i l m  on sexual assau l t  t o  show t o  a c lass  o r  
t o  t h e  general pub l i c ,  I would s e l e c t  Waking Up t o  Rape. Th is  i s  a powerfu l  
f i l m  t h a t  examines t h e  personal trauma o f  rape, i t s  long- term psycho log ica l  
e f f e c t s ,  s o c i e t a l  a t t i t u d e s  about sexual assaul t ,  and t h e  problem o f  racism i n  
t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  system. Three rape su rv i vo rs  (Black, Chicana, and wh i te )  
courageously descr ibe t h e i  r rape experiences (acquaintance rape, i nces t ,  and 
s t ranger  rape)  and reveal how rape has a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .  They each prov ide  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  hea l i ng  process and e x p l a i n  what 
p o s i t i v e  ac t i ons  they have taken t o  s t rengthen t h e i  r recovery: l e a r n i n g  s e l f -  

, defense, ga in ing  l e g a l  knowledge, j o i n i n g  support groups, and vo lun tee r i ng  a t  
rape c r i s i s  centers. The f i l m  a l so  fea tures  scenes w i t h  women p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r s ,  counselors, and sel f -defense i n s t r u c t o r s .  U n l i k e  most f i l m s ,  i t  
o f f e r s  s t rong  support  f o r  women viewers who are coping w i t h  t h e i r  own sexual 
assau l t  experiences. 

Waking Up t o  Rape e loquent ly  encompasses many face ts  o f  sexual assau l t  i n  
an e f f e c t i v e  format w i thou t  becoming unwieldy i n  content  o r  length. Rather 
than f i l l i n g  t h e  audience w i t h  fear ,  t h i s  f i l m  empowers women i n  many ways. I 
h i g h l y  recommend i t f o r  co l l ege  c lasses,~everyone who works w i t h  sexual 
assau l t  surv ivors ,  and t h e  general pub1 i c .  

As a f i n a l  note, i t i s  very impor tan t  f o r  anyone us ing  f i l m s  o r  
videotapes on sexual assau l t  t o  accompany the& w i t h  d iscuss ion  and t o  p rov ide  
t h e i r  audience w i t h  l i s t s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  he lp  resources (phone numbers f o r  rape 
c r i s i s  centers,  counsel ing serv ices ,  e tc . ) .  

-- L i s a  Amacher 

[ L i sa  Amacher i s  a Self-Defense and Karate i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  t h e  Women's S tud ies  
and Physica l  Educat ion Departments a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Whitewater. 
She has a l so  taught  se l f -defense c lasses i n  severa l  c i t i e s  f o r  ch i l d ren ,  women 
o f  a1 1 ages, parents and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  together ,  phys ica l  educat ion 
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  p h y s i c a l l y  chal lenged i n d i v i d u a l s ,  developmental l y  d i sab led  
adu l t s ,  sexua l l y  abused c h i l d r e n  and women, and ba t te red  women through "Common 
Sense Self-Defense: With Your Heart, Head and Hands," based i n  Whitewater. 
The author  wishes t o  thank Gen Bennett and t h e  Audiov isual  Resources s t a f f  a t  
UW-Whitewater f o r  t h e i r  assistance.] 



F I LMS 

Acquai ntance Rape Prevent ion Series. Nat ional  Center f o r  Prevent i o n  and 
o n t r o l  o f  Rape. mm. min. t o t a l  ( 4  f i l m s ) .  O.D.N. Product ions, 

54  Henry St., San i s ,  CA i i 1 1 4 .  

As Others See Us -- Rape & Assaul t  Prevent ion  f o r  Women. Alan J. Pra ter .  
1987. video. 35 mins. Safer  S e l f  Concepts, P.O. Box 146, Roanoke, VA 24002. 

How t o  Say No t o  a Rap is t  and Survive. Random House. 1975. 16mm. 52 min. 
Learn ing  Corporat ion o f  America, 108 Wilmot Rd., Dee r f i e l d ,  I L  60015. 

K I A I !  Women i n  Self-Defense. Lyd ia  Dean P i l cher .  1983. 16mm o r  video. 25 
min. F i lmakers L i b r a r y ,  Inc., 133 East 58th St., New York, NY 10022. 

Not Only Strangers. U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas Radio-TV/Fi l m  Dept. 1988. video. 
23 min. Coronet/MTI, 108 Wilmot Rd., Dee r f i e l d ,  I L  60015-5196. 

Ra e Cul ture.  Cambridge Documentary Films. 1983 
4 k , Cambridge, MA 02139. 

The R e a l i t y  o f  Rape. Motorola. 1975. 16mm. 10 
Wilmot Rd., Dee r f i e l d ,  I L  60015-5196. 

Waking Up t o  Rape. Mer i  Weingarten. 1985. 16mm 
Rake Movies, 225 L a f a y e t t e  St. #212, New York, NY 

(rev. ed.). 16mm. 35 min. 

o r  video. 35 m i  n. Women 
10012. 

What Would You Rea l l y  Do I f  Accosted by a Rap is t?  Warren V. Bush. 1982. 
16m. 45 min. MTI Teleprograms, Inc.,- 108 Wilmot Rd., Dee r f i e l d ,  I L  60015. 

NEWS FROM UW-GREEN BAY, . 
Dur ing  1987-88, Women' s  Studies ce lebra ted  i t s  t e n t h  anniversary as a 

coherent c u r r i c u l a r  program a t  UW-Green Bay by becoming a regu la r  governance 
u n i t .  F i r s t  we fought  t o  be t r e a t e d  t h a t  way; then  we sought t o  a c t  t h a t  way; 
f i n a l l y  we were c o d i f i e d  t h a t  way. 

Having created f o r  ourse l  ves a speci a1 , unusual l y  co l  1  a b o r a t i  ve 
s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  Women's Studies f a c u l t y  has been vu lnerab le  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
overs igh t .  Ea r l y  t h i s  year, mistakes i n  t h e  l i s t  o f  appo in t i ve  committees 
d i s r u p t e d  our  p r a c t i c e  o f  a c t i n g  i n  concer t  w i t h  a Women's Educat ional  
Programs Committee o f  students, s t a f f ,  and non-Women's Studies f a c u l t y  whom we 
recommended f o r  appointment. Then t h e  Spr ing  Timetable d r a f t  came out  w i t hou t  
our  usual Women's S tud ies  l i s t i n g ;  a long w i t h  UW-Green Bay's t h r e e  o the r  
in tedepar tmenta l  minors, our courses had been sca t te r -1  i s t e d  on l y  under t h e i r  
va r i ous  sponsoring departments. 

We responded t o  t h e  f i r s t  ove rs igh t  w i t h  a word t o  t h e  wise f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  s ince  we d i d  no t  wish t o  "unappoint" va luab le  people whose energ ies 
were a1 ready c r e a t i v e l y  engaged on beha l f  o f  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  we 



wanted t o  support. But we fought  t h e  second ove rs igh t  -- and a long w i t h  
f a c u l t y  f rom I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Studies, American Ind ian  Studies, and Environmental 
Planning, we got  t h e  program l i s t i n g s  re ins ta ted .  

Meanwhi l e ,  we saw an oppo r tun i t y  t o  c l a r i f y  our  p o s i t i o n  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  a long-term p lann ing  process t h a t  our new chancel l o r  has i n s t i t u t e d .  
Ac t i ng  j u s t  l i k e  o the r  c u r r i c u l a r  u n i t s ,  we submit ted a miss ion  f o r  ourselves. r' 

It frames i n  a standard i n s t i t u t i o n a l  format t h e  scope o f  Women's Studies a t  
UW-Green Bay, as our  commitments have evolved from our founding document and 
through our  p r a c t i c e  since. The miss ion  statement a f f i r m s  our d e f i n i t i o n  as 
"s tud ies  about women -- f o r  women and men." I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t s p e l l s  ou t  our  
i n t e r d i  s c i p l  i n a r y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  bo th  "common denominators" and " d i v e r s i t y "  i n  
women's l i v e s ,  t o  bo th  past and present,  t o  bo th  c r i t i c a l  t heo ry  f o r  ana l yz ing  
women's gendered experiences and p r a c t i c a l  expansion o f  s tudent  development 
beyond gender. 

Our miss ion  statement a f f i  nns our  cu r ren t  c u r r i c u l a r  s t a t u s  by s p e c i f y i n g  
t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  on which we draw, t h e  core course components o f  our minor, t h e  
departments w i t h  which we have cooperat ive agreements, and our  involvement i n  
general  educat ion. It a1 so declares our  commitments t o  p rov ide  leadersh ip  i n  
ba lanc ing  t h e  cu r r i cu lum un i  v e r s i  ty-wide, t o  encourage women's s tud ies  
scho la rsh ip ,  t o  promote general d iscuss ion  o f  gender issues,  t o  p rov ide  
re1 a ted  community serv ice ,  and t o  encourage " c r e a t i v e  t h i  nk i  ng" about careers 
and leadersh ip  f o r  s o c i e t y  a t  large.  These a re  ambi t ious commitments, and our  
m iss ion  statement g ives  us some i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ground f o r  r e a l i z i n g  them. 

We have fo l lowed up, too, w i t h  a more s p e c i f i c  s e t  of goals and 
ob jec t i ves ,  so t h a t  our  i n t e n t i o n s  and desi  res can become p a r t  o f  t h e  ongoing 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p lann ing  dialogue. I n  t h e  contex t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n - w i d e  
p lann ing  process, moreover, t h e  miss ion  ,lends l eg i t imacy  t o  our  goals and 
ob jec t i ves .  And they i n c l u d e  p o t e n t i a l l y  powerfu l  i n i t i a t i v e s  1 i ke reques t i ng  
a v i s i t i n g  p ro fessor  i n  t h e  sciences, expanding course o f f e r i n g s ,  proposing a 
balanced-curr iculum task  force, seeking a program budget, suppor t ing  more 
v i s i b l e  space f o r  t h e  Women's Center, establi\shimng student  i n te rnsh ips ,  - 
p u b l i c i z i n g  our  forums as a1 1 - u n i v e r s i t y  a f f a i  r s  -- and r e g u l a r i z i n g  both our  
c u r r i c u l a r  o f f e r i n g s  and our  governance s t r u c t u r e  i n  severa l  ways. 

We have begun t o  e f f e c t  progress now even as we are  p lann ing  f o r  t h e  
long-range "then." We a r e  we l l  on our way t o  g e t t i n g  our  cooperat ing 
departments t o  f o rma l i ze  t h e i r  commitments t o  a r e g u l a r  r o t a t i o n  o f  Women's 
S tud i  es courses, w i t h  t h e  understandi ng t h a t  ad hoc rep1 acements w i  1 1 be h i  red  
when we c a n ' t  "do i t  ourselves." Our f i g h t  f o r  Spr ing Timetable l i s t i n g s  
encouraged an a1 1 iance o f  in te rdepar tmenta l  programs t h a t  won from t h e  Facu l t y  
Senate formal c o d i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  such programs t h a t  o f f e r  minors o r  majors. 
So we've gained f u l l  f a c u l t y  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  our  p lace  as a r e g u l a r  governance 
u n i t .  Now i t ' s  up t o  us t o  l e a r n  t o  be f e m i n i s t  "regulars."  

-- Sidney H. Bremer 

[Sidney Bremer i s  Co-chair o f  Women's Studies a t  UW-Green Bay.] 



PROVIDING BASIC RESOURCES FOR WOMEN'S 
STUDIES: A PUBLISHER'S VIEW 

[ E d i t o r s '  note:  We d o n ' t  usual l y  recommend products i n  these pages, except 
those books our rev iewers f i n d  commendable, but  we were i n t r i g u e d  by B i l l  
P idduck 's  o f f e r  t o  g i ve  us a  peek behind-the-scenes a t  t h e  development o f  
m i c r o f i l m  p r o j e c t s  a t  a  major pub l i sher ,  Harvester Microform. Na tu ra l l y ,  he 
waxes e n t h u s i a s t i c  over Harves ter ' s  ca ta log  o f  pas t  and p ro jec ted  m i c r o f i l m  
sets.  Because t h e  k inds  o f  m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  f rom Harvester a re  
i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  r i c h  resources now ready t o  be mined by h i s t o r i a n s ,  we 
o f f e r  t h i s  d iscussion as an example. For a  f u l l e r  l i s t  o f  microforms i n  
women's s tudies,  consu l t  Bui 1  d ing  Women' s  Studies Co l l ec t i ons :  A Resource 
Guide, e d i t e d  by Joan A r i e l  CHOICt 1987), pp.21-22. A bas i c  l i s t i n g  o f  
-form pub1 i s h e r s  and t h e l r  addrgsses. taken from A r i e l  I s  guide, f o l l o w s  
t h i s  a r t i c l e . ]  

It was W.C. S e l l a r  and R.B. Yeatman i n  " the on ly  Memorable H i s t o r y  o f  
England" 1066 and A l l  That (Methuen, 1930) who posed t h e  ques t ion  " I n  what 

, ways was Queen t l i z a b e t h  a  Bad Man but  a  Good Queen?" (p.85). Whi le in tended 
as a  s i l l y  quest ion i n  a  l i g h t - h e a r t e d  book, it never theless serves as an 
example of a  k i n d  o f  h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  t h i r t y  years ago and no t  y e t  e x t i n c t .  
That i s ,  h i s t o r y  dominated by men and by h igh  p o l i t i c s ,  i n  which women such as 
E l i z a b e t h  I and Queen V i c t o r i a  are anomalies t r e a t e d  as token men; a  t y p e  o f  
h i s t o r y  i n  which o rd ina ry  men do n o t  appear unless they  are  rebe ls  o r  
commoners made great ;  a  t y p e  o f  h i s t o r y  which completely ignores  women. Much 
has changed thanks t o  t h e  onslaughts o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  and more i s  changing 
due t o  t h e  endeavours o f  women's s tud ies  researchers. A new h i s t o r y  i s  being 
w r i t t e n  which embraces everyday l i f e  --. as we1 1  as wars, monarchs, and 
p o l i t i c a l  and economic theor ies .  But l i k e  a l l  "new ways o f  seeing," t h i s  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  approach t o  h i s t o r y  requ i res  f r e s h  source m a t e r i a l  on which t o  
work. L i b r a r i e s  equipped t o  serve t h e  needs o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  / d i  p l  omatic 
h i s t o r i a n s  now f i n d  t h a t  they haven't  t h e  rebources t o  f u e l  t h e  new academic 

.. 

research. 

Where are  t h e  ma te r i a l s  necessary t o  w r i t e  t h e  h i s t o r y ?  A rev iewer  
w r i t i n g  i n  Microform Review ( v o l .  16, no. 3, Summer 1987) addressed t h e  
quest ion:  "As t h e  i nc reas ing  importance of  women's h i s t o r y  f u e l s  e f f o r t s  t o  
i n t e g r a t e  women's s tud ies  i n t o  research and c u r r i c u l a ,  1  i bra r i ans  a t  many 
u n i v e r s i t y  and p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  ask themselves how are  they t o  supply t h e  
b a s i c  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  research i n  t h e  f i e l d .  The H i s t o r y  o f  Women i s  t h e  answer 
t o  t h a t  problem." The reviewer was k i n d  but  t o o  o p t i m i s t i c .  Research 
P u b l i c a t i o n s '  The H i s t o r  of Women i s  a  fo rmidab le  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books, 
pamphlets, tra-p-me manuscripts, and o the r  miscel laneous 
m a t e r i a l s  t r a c i n g  t h e  involvement o f  t h e  wor ld 's  women i n  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  b i r t h  
c o n t r o l ,  educat ion, law, t h e  a r t s ,  medic ine and o the r  f i e l d s  from medieval 
t imes t o  1920. It does p rov ide  t h e  backbone f o r  any l i b r a r y  a t tempt ing  t o  
c o l l e c t  women's h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i t  does not  answer a l l  quest ions o r  p rov ide  an 
i n e x h a u s t i b l e  quarry  f o r  scholars.  What could? I n d i v i d u a l  l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  
w i sh  t o  b u i l d  on t h i s  co re  c o l l e c t i o n  by adding r a r e  p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  and 
manuscr ip ts  which r e f l e c t  t h e  sub jec t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  o r  p u b l i c  they  



serve. I n  some instances o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l s  may be acqui red by bequest o r  by 
purchase through an t i qua r i an  booksel lers .  However, given the  s c a r c i t y  of 
o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l s  ( a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  neg lec t  such ma te r i a l  received before 
women's h i s t o r y  was recognized as a  f i t  sub jec t  f o r  s tudy ) ,  many such 
a d d i t i o n s  t o  c o l l e c t i o n s  w i l l  be i n  t h e  form o f  mic ro f i lms .  C I S ,  Research 
Pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  Scho la r ly  Resources, U n i v e r s i t y  M i c r o f i  lms, U n i v e r s i t y  
Pub l i ca t i ons  o f  America, and o t h e r  mic ropub l i shers  a r e  a l l  a c t i v e  i n  women's ., 
h i s t o r y .  Harvester Microform has been p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  area f o r  t e n  years. 

i n d i  v idua l  scholar  t o  work on spec ia l i zed  themes. ~ i t l e s  can b e  purchased 
piecemeal by 1  i b r a r i e s ,  enab l ing  1  i bra r i ans  t o  b u i l d  up c o l l e c t i o n s  r e f l e c t i n g  
t h e i  r unique requi  rements. 

How do we choose what t o  pub1 i s h ?  P r i n c i p a l l y  by l i s t e n i n g  t o  scholars 
i n  t he  f i e l d .  I t r a v e l  ex tens i ve l y ,  as do t h e  e d i t o r s  working w i t h  me, and we 
make a  p o i n t  o f  v i s i t i n g  f a c u l t y ,  a t tend ing  academic conferences, and " g e t t i n g  

, c l o s e  t o  t h e  sub jec t "  i n  which we are  pub l i sh ing .  Such e f f o r t  i s  no t  unusual 
among s c h o l a r l y  book publ ishers,  bu t  i t  i s  among m i c r o f i l m  publ ishers.  We 
a l s o  read assiduously,  checking through b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and l i b r a r y  ca ta logs  
f o r  ideas o r  p o t e n t i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  publ ish.  P o t e n t i a l  p r o j e c t s  a re  then 
discussed w i t h  y e t  more scholars t o  assess both t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
and t h e  best  method o f  p resent ing  it. I f  a  c o l l e c t i o n  seems very worthwhi le,  
we then speak t o  t h e  l i b r a r i a n  o r  keeper o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  t o  see whether 
p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  poss ib le  (a1 as, unt raceable copyr ights ,  f r a g i  1  i t y ,  and 
r e s t r i c t i v e  p o l i c i e s  a t  some' l i b r a r i e s  prevent p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  
f i n e s t  c o l l e c t i o n s )  and, i f  so, how i t  would be best  presented. 

We have always i n s i s t e d  on h igh '  q u a l i t y  f i l m  ( s i l v e r  based, no t  d iazo) ,  
h i g h  q u a l i t y  f i lm ing ,  and completeness o f  coverage i f  a t  a l l  poss ib le.  It i s  
no t  1  i k e l y  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  be m'icrofilmed more than once; 
c e r t a i n l y  t h e  ma te r i a l  should not  be submit ted t o  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  f i l m i n g  a  
second t ime.  It i s  important,  then, t h a t  t h e  e d i t i o n  should be f i l m e d  as w e l l  
as i t  can be -- i f  necessary, an i n d i v i d u a l  opening o f  a  manuscript  i s  f i l m e d  
two o r  t h r e e  t imes so t h a t  t e x t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  i n k s  can be read. I f  we a r e  
going t o  a l l  t h a t  t r o u b l e  i t  i s  on ly  sens ib le  t h a t  we use a  s i l v e r - h a l i d e  f 
base t o  ensure l o n g e v i t y  (we want our f i l m  e d i t i o n s  t o  s tay  i n  p r i n t  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  f o u r  hundredyears! ) .  Equal ly ,  i f  an e d i t i o n  i s  in tended t o  l a s t  f o r  
t h a t  long, i t  i s  important  t h a t  i t  be comprehensive and no t  se lec ted  t o  
r e f l e c t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  v iewpo in t  o r  theme t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  popular. To take  
example, vo ices o f  t h e  women's Movement, 1850-1900: The i l e i en  Blackburn 
Pamphlet t o 1  l e c t l o n  from G i  r t o n  Col lege, Cambrldge cou ld  have been se lec ted  
concentrate on su f f rage  and p o l i t i c a l  issues, which are  among t h e  most popu 1  
i ssues  i n  t h e  classroom a t  present. However, we chose t o  i nc lude  t h e  complete 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  pamphlets - -  on hea l th ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  miss ionary work, re1  i g i o n ,  
and o rd ina ry  p u r s u i t s  o f  p r e - l i b e r a t e d  women -- so t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  
remain re levan t  even i f  t o p i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  change. S i m i l a r l y ,  we are  soon t o  
p u b l i s h  t h e  papers o f  E l i zabe th  Rayner Parkes. O f  course we w i l l  i nc lude  her  
correspondence w i t h  Barbara Bodichon and her papers r e l a t i n g  t o  p o l i t i c a l  



reform, but  we w i l l  a lso  i nc lude  her  w r i t i n g s  (she was a reknowned author  i n  
her  day), drawings, and personal papers. To concentrate on he r  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i s m  and ignore  her  everyday l i f e  would l i m i t  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  of t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  and make t h e  same mistake as t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n s  I have 
c r i t i c i z e d  above. 

Much of t h e  ma te r i a l  I have mentioned so f a r  i s  o f  B r i t i s h  o r i g i n ,  though 
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  appeal. Using t h e  methods s e t  out above, Harvester  i s  about 
t o  launch a major  new p r o j e c t  f o r  women's s tud ies  i n  t h e  U.S. Why? Because 
no one appeared t o  be coherent ly  and sens ib ly  p u t t i n g  on f i l m  t h e  numerous, 
wide-rangi ng women's s tud ies  c o l l e c t i o n s  h e l d  i n  American l i b r a r i e s .  There 
had been some b lockbus ter  p r o j e c t s  (such as The H i s t o r y  o f  Women discussed 
above) bu t  no th ing  correspondi ng t o  our  coverage o f  smal l e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  
B r i t a i n .  With t h e  he lp  o f  Catharine Stimpson a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Research on 
Women a t  Rutgers Un ive rs i t y ,  Kathryn Kish Sk la r  a t  S tan ford  Un ive rs i t y ,  
M a r j o r i e  Lightman a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Research i n  H i s t o r y  i n  New York, Esther  
Katz o f  t h e  Sanger Papers p r o j e c t  a t  New York Un ive rs i t y ,  P h y l l i s  Palmer a t  
George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  and numerous o the r  scholars and l i b r a r i a n s ,  we 
have-now assembled an ongoing s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r o j e c t  e n t i t l e d  Women i n  America: 
Core Primary Sources f o r  Women's Studies. Inc luded w i l l  be: t h e  Margaret 
Sanaer Papers f rom Smith Col leqe and o the r  sources sca t te red  throuqhout  t h e  
u n i t e d  s t a t e s  and t h e  world; t i e  E l i z a b e t h  Evans Papers from t h e  ~ c h l e s i n ~ e r  
L i b r a r y  a t  Radcl i f f e  C o l l  ege; t h e  papers o f  t h e  American Women ' s  Medical 
Assoc ia t ion  from t h e  Corne l l  Medical Center i n  New York; t h e  arch ives  o f  
Radcl i f f e  College; and t h e  papers o f  L i  l i a n  Wald from Columbia U n i v e r s i t y .  

With these p r o j e c t s  we hope t h a t  we can help t o  p rov ide  t h e  bas ic  
resources f o r  research i n t o  women's s tudies,  enabl ing t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  t o  
con t i nue  t o  grow r a t h e r  than -- aga in  i n  t h e  words o f  S e l l a r  and Yeatman -- 
coming " t o  a ." 

-- Wi l l i am Pidduck 

[ W i l l  iam Pidduck i s  E d i t o r i a l  and ~ e v e l o ~ m e n i  D i  r e c t o r  f o r  Harvester Microform 
" 

o f  Br ighton,  England, and i s  always open t o  suggest ions f o r  women's s tud ies  
c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  add t o  Harvester 's  t i t l e s .  He may be contacted a t  Harvester  
Microform, P.O. Box 761, B r i  ghton, BN1, lBD, England, o r  1-800-GRANARY .I 

Some microform pub l i she rs  w i t h  t i t l e s  i n  women's s tud ies :  

Amistad Research Center, Old U.S. Min t ,  400 Esplanade Ave., New Orleans, LA 
70116. 504-522-0432. 

B e l l  & Howell Co., M ic ro  Photo D i v i s i o n ,  Old Mansf ie ld  Rd., Wooster, OH 
44691. 216-264-6666. 

Brookhaven Press, P.O. Box 1653, La Crosse, W I  54601. 608-781-0850. 

Chadwyck-Healey , 623 Martense Ave., Teaneck, NJ 07666. 201-692-1801. 1021 
P r ince  St., Alexandria,  V A  22314. 703-683-4890. 



Clearwater Pub l ish ing  Co., Inc., 1995 Broadway, New York, NY 10023. 
212-873-2100. 

Datamics, Inc., 114 L i b e r t y  St., New York, NY 10006. 

Fol ye r  Shakespeare L i b r a r y  , 201 E. Capi t o 1  St., Washington, DC 20003. 
202-544-4600. 

General M i c r o f i l m  Co., 70 Coolidge Rd., Watertown, MA 02172. 617-926-5557. 

Greenwood Press, Microform Dept., 88 Post Road West, Westport, CT 06881. 
203-226-3571 

Harvester Press Microform Publ i ca t i ons ,  Ltd., 17 Ship St., Brighton, Sussex, 
BN1 lAD, England. 800-472-6279 (U.S. Contact). 

Kraus Microform, One Water St., White Pla ins,  NY 10601. 914-761-9600. 

L i b r a r y  o f  Congress, Photodupl icat ion Service, Dept. C, 10 F i r s t  St., SE, 
Washington, DC 20541. 202-287-5640. 

1 

Ohio H i s t o r i c a l  Society ( M i c r o f i l m  Dept .), I n t e r s t a t e  7 1  and 17th Ave., 
Columbus, OH 43211. 614-466-1500. 

Readex M i c r o p r i n t  Corp., 58 Pine St., New Canaan, CT 06840. 203-966-5906. 

Research Pub l ica t ions ,  Inc., 12 Lunar Dr., Drawer AB, Woodbridge, CT 06525. 
203-397-2600. 

Scho lar ly  Resources, Inc., 104 Greenhi 11- Ave., Wilmington, DE 19805. 
302-654-7713. 

UNIFO Publ ishers, Ltd., P.O. Box 37, P leasantv i l  l e ,  NY 10570. 914-941-1330. 
\ . 

Uni vers i  t y  M ic ro f i lms  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  300 North Zeeb Rd., Ann Arbor, M I  48106. 
313-761-4700. 

U n i v e r s i t y  Pub l i ca t i ons  o f  America, Dept. B-WB586, 44 Fbrth Market St., 
Freder ick,  MD 21701. 800-692-6300. 

Women's Hi s t o r y  Research Center, Inc., 2325 Oak St., Berkeley , CA 94708. 
415-548-1770. 

World M ic ro f i lms  Publ i ca t i ons ,  62 Queen's Grove, London NW86ER, England. 01- 
586-3092 (North American d i s t r i b u t o r :  Clearwater). 



N E W  REFERENCE WORKS IN 
W O M E N ' S  STUDIES 

Dandurand, Karen. Dick inson Scholarship:  An Annotated B ib l iography ,  1969- 
1985. New York: Garland, 1988. 203p. index. 82t.00, ISBN 0 - 8240 - 8641 -4. LC 
81-34558. 

Tabor, Stephen. S y l v i a  P la th :  An A n a l y t i c a l  B ib l iography.  London: Manse1 1 ; 
Westport, CT: Meckler, 1987. 268p. index. $47.00, ISBN 0-7201-1830-1. LC 
86-8625. 

Al though h a r d l y  t h e  f i r s t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on poets Emily Dick inson and 
S y l v i a  Pl ath, these excel 1 en t  volumes should become standard t o o l s  f o r  
c o l l e c t o r s  and l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r i a n s .  Dandurand cont inues t h e  work of W i l l i s  J. 
Buckingham, compi ler  o f  Emily D i c k i  nson: An Annotated B ib l i og raphy  ( I nd iana  
U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1970). Buckingham's volume c i t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f rom 1950 t o  
1968; Dandurand updates t h e  record through 1985 w i t h  nea r l y  e i g h t  hundred new 

, e n t r i e s .  Shaping a t o o l  f o r  scholarship,  t h e  compi ler  excludes newspaper and 
magazine a r t i c l e s  aimed a t  a general  readership, r e p r i n t s  o f  D i ck inson ' s  
works, and f i c t i o n ,  poet ry  o r  drama w i t h  t h e  w r i t e r  as i t s  sub jec t .  The 
references a re  arranged by t y p e  of p u b l i c a t i o n  --books, a r t i c l e s  and p a r t s  o f  
books, and d i s s e r t a t i o n s  -- and indexed by authors, general subjects ,  and 
f i r s t  1 i nes of poems. 

Because Joel  Myerson's Emily D i c k i  nson: A Desc r i p t i ve  Bib1 iography 
( U n i v e r s i t y  of P i t t s b u r g h  Press, 1984) prov ides t p e  d e f i n i t i v e  account ing of 
works D i c k i  nson, Dandurand concentrates on t h e  secondary 1 i te ra tu re .  I n  
con t ras t ,  Stephen Tabor 's new b ib l i og raphy  on S y l v i a  P l a t h  covers bo th  pr imary 
and secondary sources. Tabor o f f e r s  de ta i  l e d  descr i  p t i  ve e n t r i e s  f o r  
sepa ra te l y - i  ssued works by P la th ,  i n c l u d i n g  notes on v a r i a n t  p r i n t i n g s  and 
b indings.  He a1 so c i t e s  record ings,  broadcahts, manuscript  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and .. 

P l a t h ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  books and pe r i od i ca l s .  Separately publ ished c r i t i c a l  
works, a r t i c l e s ,  reviews, and theses a re  accorded t h e i r  own sect ions.  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  Tabor documents t r a n s l a t i o n s  and adaptat ions o f  P l a t h ' s  w r i t i n g s .  
An appendix o u t l i n e s  t h e  major events o f  her  l i f e .  T i t l e s  of poems appear as 
index  terms t o  t h e  c r i t i c i s m .  b u t  aeneral sub.iects a re  no t  indexed. Th i s  
volume complements Cameron ~or thou;e 's  ~ y l  v i a V p l a t h  and Anne Sexton: A 
Reference Guide (G.K. Ha l l ,  1974), which remains va luab le  f o r  i t s  annotat ions 
of secondary l i t e r a t u r e ,  and Gary Lane and Mar ia Stevens's S y l v i a  P l a t h :  A 
B ib l i og raphy  (Scarecrow, 1978). 

D i cks te in ,  Ruth, V i c t o r i a  A. M i l l s ,  and E l l e n  J. Waite. Women i n  LC's Terms: 
A Thesaurus of  L i b r a r y  of  Congress Subject Headings Re la t rng  t o  Women. 
Phoenix, AZ: Oryx, 1988. 221p. $28.50, ISBN 0 - 89/14 - 444 - 6. LC 87 -34766. 

Decades be fo re  t h e  emergence o f  Women's Studies, t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
developed a framework f o r  c a l l  numbers t h a t  would become t h e  standard f o r  
academic l i b r a r i e s .  Today m a t e r i a l s  on women a re  sca t te red  throughout 



bookstacks arranged on t h e  LC model, making browsing n igh  impossible.  The 
very na ture  o f  f em in i s t  scho la rsh ip  compounds t h e  problem: an 
i n t e r d i s c i p l  i n a r y  book can c a r r y  on ly  a s i n g l e  c a l l  number. Theo re t i ca l l y ,  
t h e  1 i bra ry l s  sub jec t  ca ta log  compensates by index ing  m a t e r i a l s  under m u l t i  p l e  
sub jec t  headings, bu t  i n  r e a l i t y ,  changing vocabulary and s h i f t i n g  values 
o f t e n  render  t h e  ca ta log  i t s e l f  f r u s t r a t i n g  t o  use. I s o l a t i n g  t h e  c a l l  
numbers and ca ta log  headings t h a t  apply t o  women's s tud ies  mater ia ls ,  Women i n  
LC's Terms i s  t h e  secre t  decoder r i n g  t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  adventurous femi n i s t  
-and be1 eagered l i b r a r i a n s )  have 1 onged fo r .  

The volume opens w i t h  an a lphabe t i ca l  1  i s t  o f  over  3,500 t o p i c a l  terms 
and cross-references. I n  t h e  f o l  1  owing twe lve  chapters, t h e  terms are  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  broad sub jec t  groups, us inq  t h e  same d i v i s i o n s  used i n  Mary E l l e n  Capek's 
A Woman's ~ h e s w r u s - ( ~ a r ~ e r  & R ~ W ,  1987). Un l i ke  i t s  paren t  ~ i b r a r  o f  . 
Congress Subject Headings o r  i t s  s i s t e r  A Woman's Thesaurus, r-4-E omen n C's 
Terms does not o u t l i n e  a s t r u c t u r e  o f  broader, narrower, and r e l a t e d  terms o r  
i n c l u d e  explanatory scope notes ; hence t h e  o the r  vo l  umes should be consul ted 

Women i n  LC's Terms excludes proper  names, i ssues  o f  concern t o  women 
t h a t  a l so  concern men (e.g., Nuclear d i  sarmament, Sociobio logy) ,  and o the r  
p e r i p h e r a l  t o p i c s .  On t h e  o the r  hand, t h e  l i s t s  present  sexual,  medical ,  and 
h e a l t h  headings t h a t  deal p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  women, i n c l u d i n g  a1 1 references t o  
t h e  fetus, p lus  terms t h a t  represent  groups t o  which women belong (e.g., 
Homosexuals, S ingle paren ts ) .  These and o the r  parameters a re  s p e l l e d  out very 
c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  Four appendices l i s t  var ious  types o f  approved 
sub-d iv is ions  t h a t  may be added t o  a pr imary sub jec t  term. A f i f t h  appendix 
1 i s t s  LC c a l l  numbers used t o  l a b e l  books about women. One longs f o r  an index  
t o  t h i s  s ix ty-n ine-page alpha-numeric l i s t .  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  now eas ie r  than ever  
be fo re  t o  d iscover  t h a t  "Family v io lence"  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as HQ 809 ( w i t h  works 
on t h e  fami ly ,  marr iage, and t h e  home), ' 'w i fe  abuse" as HV 6626 (under 
c r im ino logy) ,  and b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on t h e  sub jec t  as 1 5703.4 .W53 ( w i t h  o the r  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ) .  The appendix a lone i s  wor th t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  volume! ! 

\ - 
Dynes, Wayne R. Homosexuality: A Research Guide. New York: Garland, 1987. 
853p. index. $47.00, ISBN 0-8240-8692-9. LC 85-45109. 

Maggiore, Dolores J. Lesbianism: An Annotated B ib l i og raphy  and Guide t o  t h e  
L i t e r a t u r e ,  1976-1986. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow, 1988. 150p. index. $18.50, 
ISBN 0-8108-2048-X, LC 87-20613. 

Gay and l e s b i a n  s tud ies  a re  g radua l l y  emerging as a d i s c r e t e  area o f  
scho la rsh ip ,  nourished by t h e  growing academic i n t e r e s t  i n  s e x u a l i t y  i n  
general .  New b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  focused on homosexual i t y  a re  na tu ra l  l y  we1 come. 
Dynes and Maggiore take  very d i f f e r e n t  approaches t o  t h e i r  sub jec ts ;  t h e  
r e s u l t  i s  a  no t i ceab le  gap i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  and u t i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  products.  

The d i f f e r e n c e s  are spe l l ed  ou t  i n  t h e  volumes' opening pages. F i  r s t ,  
Dynes i s  concerned w i t h  bo th  men and women, whereas Maggiore concentrates on 
women because, as she r i g h t l y  asser ts ,  " lesb ians  have been t h e  doubly 
i n v i s i b l e  popu la t i on  among 'homosexuals' o r  'gays"' (p.vi ). Second, Dynes 



attempts t o  cap ture  the  breadth o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  anti-homosexual 
references, w h i l e  Maggi o r e  excludes "any works whose perspec t ive  on lesb ian ism 
i s  negat ive"  (p.1). Third, Dynes i s  e x p l i c i t l y  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  bu t  
Maggiore shapes her  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  an audience o f  soc ia l  workers. (That t h i s  
o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  nowhere ev ident  i n  t h e  volume's t i t l e  i s  hard t o  f o rg i ve . )  
Lesbianism c i t e s  some 350 i tems, compared t o  near ly  5,000 i n  Homosexuality. 

Maggiore's volume i s  s u i t a b l e  on l y  f o r  comprehensive research c o l l e c t i o n s  
o r  l i b r a r i e s  se rv ing  s o c i a l  workers, where i t  can be supplemented by o t h e r  
sources. A1 though t h e  b ib1  iography covers unpubl ished papers, pamphlets, and 
d i s s e r t a t i o n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s c h o l a r l y  books and a r t i c l e s ,  many important  
references ou ts ide  mainstream publ i sh ing  a re  omi t ted.  There i s  no mention o f  
t h e  Womyn's B r a i l l e  Press news le t t e r  i n  t h e  sub-sect ion on d isab led  lesbians,  
nor  o f  t h e  Lesbian Herstory Archives i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  sect ion,  no r  o f  t h e  
va luab le  Lesbian P e r i o d i c a l s  Index. Even more su rp r i s i ng ,  recent  works 
speci f i c a l  l y  on l esb ian  s e x u a l i t y  a r e  lack ing ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  popular  books by 
t h e r a p i s t  JoAnn Loulan. Yet sexual issues are  s u r e l y  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  s o c i a l  
workers, e s p e c i a l l y  those i n  t h e  therapy end o f  t h e  profess ion.  

E n t r i e s  appear under f i v e  major t o p i c s :  t h e  i nd iv idua l  l e s b i a n  (cover ing  
, personal  i d e n t i t y ,  l e s b i a n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  comi ng-out process, and sel  f -concept)  ; 

m i n o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  a  m i n o r i t y  ( t r e a t i n g  lesb ians  o f  c o l o r ,  aging lesb ians ,  
young lesbians,  d i sab led  lesbians,  r u r a l  lesbians,  and lesb ians  i n  p r i s o n )  ; 
l e s b i a n  f a m i l i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  bo th  f a m i l i e s  o f  o r i g i n  and f a m i l i e s  c rea ted  by 
l esb ians )  ; oppression ( t r e a t i  ng t h e  theory  and p r a c t i c e  o f  heterosexi  sm, w i t h  
s  e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c h i l d  custody, work, and c i v i l  r i  h t s ) ;  and heal th ,  bo th  R 9 p y s i c a l  and psycho log ica l  ( w i t h  an emphasis on alcoho ism and counsel ing 
methods). The volume concludes .w i t h  a  haphazard l i s t  o f  bas ic  books, 
newspapers, and d i r e c t o r i e s ,  a  very s e l e c t i v e  l i s t  o f  bookstores, and an index 
t o  authors and t i t l e s .  

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  Lesbianism's incomplete coverage, Homosexual i t appears a t  
f i r s t  b lush t o  be t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  b i b l i o g r a p h  on t h e  su j e c t ,  a  t ough c l o s e r  i d examinat ion shows t h a t  coverage o f  t h e  a l t e r  a t i v e  press i s  se lec t i ve .  Dynes . 
has gathered thousands o f  re ferences t o  works i n  many d i s c i p l i n e s  and 
organized them f o r  ready access under twenty - four  broad categor ies,  w i t h  sub- 
d i v i s i o n s  f o r  narrower t o p i c s .  Many o f  t h e  chapters cover t r a d i t i o n a l  
academic f i e l d s  -- H is to ry ,  Anthropology, and Law, f o r  ins tance -- w h i l e  o t h e r  
chapters a re  more a r b i t r a r i l y  l a b e l l e d .  For example, Dynes assembles such 
d i ve rse  sub jec ts  as popular  c u l t u r e ,  spor ts ,  e t i q u e t t e ,  and sexual techniques 
under t h e  r u b r i c  "L i f es t y les . "  General works on lesb ian ism a re  c i t e d  i n  a  
chapter  t i t l e d  "Women's Studies," w h i l e  narrower s tud ies  a re  ca tegor ized  by 
speci f i c t o p i  cs. 

A1 1  e n t r i e s  a re  annotated, o f t e n  w i t h  e v a l u a t i v e  comments and references 
t o  r e l a t e d  t i t l e s .  Crea t ive  works o f  f i c t i o n ,  poetry ,  and drama a re  excluded, 
b u t  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  i s  c i t e d .  Although l a r g e l y  devoted t o  Eng l i sh-  
language publ i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  b ib l i og raphy  does c i t e  some m a t e r i a l s  i n  o the r  
Western languages, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  sec t ions  devoted t o  f o re ign  count r ies .  
Dynes has inc luded bo th  h i s t o r i c a l  and c u r r e n t  sub jec ts ;  t h e r e  a r e  some ' s i x t y  
re fe rences  on the  AIDS c r i  s i  s. 



One o f  t he  few drawbacks t o  t h i s  b ib l iography i s  i t s  subject  index, which 
p o i n t s  t o  t o p i c a l  chapters but  no t  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  en t r i es .  A l l  l i b r a r i e s  
support ing research on sex and gender a t  any l e v e l  should own t h i s  volume. 

Kanner, Barbara. Women i n  Eng l ish  Social  H is tory ,  1800-1914: A Guide t o  
Research. Vol I I I: Autobiographical Writ ings. New York: Garland, 1987. 
m d e x .  $30.00, ISBN 0 - 8240 -9168-X. LC 82-49189. 

Announced i n  1984 as a forthcoming two-volume set, Women i n  En l i s h  
Socia! Hi s to ry ,  1800-1914 has expanded t o  th ree v o l u m e s , ~ v o l  . 
I) i s  the  f i r s t  t o  appear. Unfor tunate ly ,  wh i l e  the  breadth o f  t h e  author 's  

research i s  evident,  t h e  confusing organ iza t ion  o f  t he  references, incomplete 
in format ion,  and inadequate indexing de t rac t  from the volume ' s  usefulness. 

The problems a re  immediately v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  (pp. 1-38), 
which attempts t o  interweave an annotated b ib l iography w i t h  a c r i t i c a l  essay. 
The r e s u l t  i s  an awkward overview o f  general l i t e r a r y  s tud ies  o f  autobiography 
as a genre and s p e c i f i c a l l y  f em in i s t  scholarship on women's autobiographies. 
A f t e r  t h i s  unorthodox and confusing in t roduc t ion ,  i t  ' s  a re1 i e f  t o  encounter 
t h e  main l i s t i n g  o f  women's autobiographical  w r i t i n g s  arranged by author. 
Kanner suppl ies bare-bones b i b l i o g r a p h i c  data, c i t i n g  on ly  author, t i t l e ,  
p lace ( i f  o the r  than London), and date. Not a l l  e n t r i e s  are  annotated, and 
some o f  those t h a t  a re  convey on ly  minimal in format ion.  For example, t h e  
e n t i r e  d e s c r i p t i o n  fo r  ~ e t t i   utterl land Graeme's T ru l y  Thankful: 'Some Memories 
o f  Chi1 dhood (1976) reads "Born i n  St. Leonards-on-the-Sea." 

The subject  index i s  easy t o  use; i t  s p o t l i g h t s  occupations, avocations, 
re1 i g i o u s  a f f i  1  i at ions,  p o l i t i c a l  and soci a1 causes, and names o f  
organizat ions.  However, spot-checking reveals t h a t  no t  a l l  e n t r i e s  are 
indexed. Although many o f  these womgn wrote o f  t h e i r  t r a v e l s  o r  l i v e s  abroad, 
the re  are  no geographic en t r i es ;  and although several are notable f o r  t h e i r  
connections t o  famous men, the  men's names do,not appear as index terms. 
Despi te i t s  f a u l t s ,  t h i s  b ib l iography remains usefu l  as a guide t o  some 670 
book-length autobiographies by B r i t i s h  women, i n c l u d i n g  many un fami l i a r  t o  
U.S. scholars. 

L i b r a r y  and In format ion  Sources on Women: A Guide t o  Co l lec t ions  i n  t h e  
Greater New York Area. Comp. and ed. by the  Women's Resources Group o f  t h e  
Greater New York Met ropo l i tan  Area Chapter o f  t h e  Associat ion o f  Collecle and 
Research L ib ra r ies ,  and t h e  Center f o r . t h e  Study o f  Women and Society o f  t h e  
Graduate School and U n i v e r s i t y  Center o f  t he  C i t y  Un ive rs i t y  o f  New York. New 
York: Feminist  Press, 1988. 254p. index. pap., $12.95, ISBN 0-935312-88-9. 
LC 87-35068. 

This sourcebook p r o f i l e s  117 c o l l e c t i o n s  w i t h  mater ia ls  on women i n  New 
York C i ty ,  Long Island, Westchester County, and eastern New Jersey. These 
inc lude  academic, pub l i c ,  and corporate l i b r a r i e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  soc ie t ies ,  
government agencies, the01 og ica l  1 i b r a r i  es, women ' s  organ1 za t ions  , museum 
l i b r a r i e s ,  and o the r  in format ion  centers. The compilers d i d  not l i m i t  t h e i r  
survey t o  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p r i n t e d  ma te r ia l s  - -  they a l so  s p o t l i g h t  t he  s l i d e  



r e g i s t r y  o f  t h e  New York Feminis t  A r t  I n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  arch ives  o f  t h e  G i r l  
Scouts o f  America, and t h e  knowledgeable s t a f f  o f  t h e  Women's Funding 
C o a l i t i o n  as i n fo rma t i on  sources. 

C a r e f u l l y  indexed, we l l  l a i d  out, and amply cross-referenced, t h i s  
exemplary volume shows t h e  s igns o f  be ing c rea ted  by 1  i b r a r i a n s .  Each e n t r y  
p rov ides  t h e  name o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  o r  agency, address, phone number, con tac t  
person, ob jec t i ves  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  access p r i v i l e g e s ,  hours, notes on such 
serv ices  as photocopying and i n t e r l i b r a r y  loan, and o the r  data. Desc r i p t i ons  
o f  women's m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  range from a s i n g l e  sentence t o  severa l  
paragraphs. A sec t i on  i n  each e n t r y  l a b e l  l e d  "co l  l e c t i o n  by format"  surveys 
ho ld ings  o f  books and monographs, s e r i  a1 s, pamphlets, government documents, 
r e p r i n t s l c l i p p i  ngs, aud iov isua l  items, manuscripts,  m i c r o f i l m  reels ,  and o t h e r  
formats. 

As a  one-stop guide t o  reg iona l  holdings, t h i s  i s  a  model f o r  o the r  
me t ropo l i t an  and s t a t e  d i r e c t o r i e s .  However, severa l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e p o r t  
owning "minimal " i n fo rma t i on  on women o r  having "bas ic "  o r  "general " 
c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  women's s tudies.  These e n t r i e s  cou ld  have been omi t ted  w i t h  
l i t t l e  ill e f f e c t .  On t h e  whole, however, t h e  compi lers  should be c r e d i t e d  

, f o r  e r r i n g  on t h e  s i d e  o f  comprehensiveness. 

Mart ing,  Diane, ed. Women Wr i t e rs  o f  Spanish America: An Annotated B io -  
B i  b l  i og raph i ca l  Guide. New York: Greenwood, 1981. ( B i  b l  iograph ies  and 
indexes  i n  women's s tud ies ,  no. 5 )  448p. $49.95, ISBN 0-313-24969-5. LC 86- 
33552. 

A companion t o  Women Wr i t e rs  o f  Spain, e d i t e d  by Carolyn G a l e r s t e i n  
(Greenwood, 1986), t h i s  volume covers p ~ p u l a r  authors and w r i t e r s  o f  
c h i l d r e n ' s  f i c t i o n  as we l l  as authors acclaimed f o r  t h e i r  h igh  l i t e r a r y  
achievements. . The b ib l i og raphy  spans severa l  cen tu r i es  of pub1 i s h i  ng i n  
twenty  count r ies .  

- 
\ .. 

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  works f o r  i n c l u s i o n  took p lace  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1980s; consequently, some recent  w r i t i n g s  and t r a n s l a t i o n s  a r e  
omi t ted.  E n t r i e s  a r e  arranged a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  by t h e  au tho r ' s  name; 
n a t i o n a l i t y  and dates a re  noted. Place, pub l i she r ,  date, and pag ina t i on  a r e  
p rov ided  f o r  some c i t a t i o n s ;  t h e  remainder a re  simply i d e n t i f i e d  by genre. 
Those e n t r i e s  w i t h  f u l l  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  data (approximately h a l f )  a r e  a1 so 
annotated. I n  a  t y p i c a l  en t ry ,  a  one-paragraph biography o f  t h e  au thor  i s  
f o l l owed  by sub-en t r ies  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  books. The annotat ions r e f 1  e c t  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  perspec t ives  and range from p l  o t  summaries t o  c r i t i c a l  
commentaries t h a t  p lace  t h e  work 's  themes and images i n  t h e  contex t  o f  t h e  
w r i t e r ' s  career. 

F i v e  appendices round o u t  t h e  volume. They l i s t  anthologies,  authors 
born be fo re  1900, authors c l a s s i f i e d  by country,  d ramat is ts ,  and t r a n s l a t i o n s  
and b i l i n g u a l  ed i t i ons .  Al though s i m i l a r l y  plagued w i t h  incomplete c i t a t i o n s ,  
t h i s  volume i s  an improvement over  Lynn R ice  Cor t i na ' s  Spanish American Women 
W r i t e r s  : A Bib1 i og raph i ca l  Research Check1 i s t  (Garland, 1983), which 
i d e n t i f i e s  some 2,000 authors i n  a  country-by-country  l i s t i n g .  



Middleton, David L. Toni Morrison: An Annotated Bibl iography. New York: 
Garland, 1987. 186p. index. $36.00, ISBN 0-8240-7970-1. LC 87-15031. 

Newton, Robert. Diane Wakoski : A Descr ip t ive  Bibl iography. Jef ferson,  NC: 
McFarland & Co., 1987. (American Poetry contemporary b ib l iography ser ies,  no. 
1) 136p. ill. index. $25.00, ISBN 0-89950-297-0. LC 87-43065. 

Although bib1 iographies on l i v i n g  authors are guaranteed t o  be out o f  
date by the  t ime t h e y ' r e  cataloged, l i b r a r i e s  owe i t t o  t h e i r  users t o  buy 
those on t h e  most popular and p r o l i f i c  wr i te rs .  Toni Morr ison and Diane 
Wakoski sure ly  qua1 i fy.  

Midd le ton 's  survey o f  w r i t i n g s  by and about Toni Morr ison i s  
comprehensive through 1985; i t  t h e r e f o r e  f a i l s  t o  cover t h e  recent f lood of 
reviews and c r i t i c i s m  o f  Morr ison's  f i f t h  novel Be1 oved. Nonetheless, t h e  
b ib l iography has much t o  recommend it, notably i t s ,  t hough t fu l  
annotations. Via in-depth summaries o f  Morr ison's  n o n - f i c t i o n  pieces and o f  
publ i shed in te rv iews  w i t h  her,  t h e  compiler reveals t h e  author 's  background 

A and opinions. Midd le ton 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  Morr ison's  l i f e  leads him t o  
incorpora te  resume-like l i s t s  o f  her "Awards and Honors'' and "Memberships," 
unusual components f o r  a scho la r l y  b ib l iography.  The bulk o f  t he  book, 
however, i s  devoted t o  c r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s .  C i t a t i o n s  t o  general works are  
fo l lowed by references t o  appraisals o f  Morr ison's  f i r s t  f ou r  novels: The 
B lues t  E e, Sula, Son o f  Solomon, and Tar Bab . Middleton inc ludes a r t i c l e s  
4 s  % t * e popu a r  press as we + as t h e  subs tan t ia l  body o f  
s c h o l a r l y  c r i t i c i s m .  The index t o  the  255 e n t r i e s  covers authors, subjects, 
and journa l  t i t l e s .  

Throughout her career, Diane Wa)toski has publ ished w i t h  small presses, 
o f t e n  i n  1 im i ted  e d i t i o n s  o r  s ing le-sheet  broadsides. Newton's b ib l i og raphy  
serves as a d e t a i l e d  ca ta log  descr ib ing  t h e  q o l l a t i o n ,  b inding,  dus t  jacket ,  
e d i t i o n  s ize,  and contents o f  Wakoski's separately-publ ished works. The 
annotat ions are i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  reproduct ions o f  book covers. Th is  
exhaust ive record i s  organized by type o f  publ i c a t i o n :  books, pamphlets, and 
broadsides; co-authored books; con t r i bu t i ons  t o  pe r iod i ca l s ;  con t r i bu t i ons  t o  
anthologies;  t r a n s l a t i o n s  ; and publ ished in terv iews.  Wi th in  sect ions,  t h e  
arrangement i s  chronological  . An appendi x c i t e s  n i  nety-one r e v i  ews and 
c r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s .  

Nordqui s t ,  Joan. Pornography and Censorship. Santa Cruz, CA: Reference and 
Research Services, 1987. (Address: 511 L inco ln  St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060) 
(Contemporary soc ia l  issues: A b i b l i o g r a p h i c  ser ies,  no. 7 )  64p. pap., 
$15.00, ISBN 0-937855-13-8, ISSN 0887-3569. 

Betty-Carol Sel l e n  and P a t r i c i a  A. Young's Feminists, Pornography, and 
t h e  Law ( L i b r a r y  Professional  Publ icat ions,  1987, reviewed i n  t h e  l a s t  issue 
o f p r o v i d e s  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  guidance t o  one important aspect o f  t h e  
pornography issue, bu t  a comprehensive l i s t  o f  readings on - a1 1 dimensions of 
the  debate i s  s t i l l  needed. Nordquist 's  unannotated b ib l iography i s  a good 



beginning. Un l ike  Sel l e n  and Young, she inc ludes mate r ia l s  from conservat ive 
authors and organizat ions i n  add i t i on  t o  the  range o f  f em in i s t  perspect ives. 

A b r i e f  l i s t  o f  background books on sexua l i t y  and rape precedes c i t a t i o n s  
on the  f o l l o w i n g  top i cs :  "Pornography"; "The Meese Commission"; "The 
Research" ; "The Law" ; "Pornography and the  Mass Media" ; "The Feminist Debate 
on Pornography"; "Gays, Lesbians, and Pornography"; "Ch i l d  Pornography"; and 
"Censorship." Readers should note t h a t  t h e  sec t ion  on t h e  " fem in i s t  debate" 
i s  narrowly focused on the  so-cal led "porn wars" w i t h i n  t h e  women's movement; 
books and a r t i c l e s  a r t i c u l a t i n g  fem in i s t  pos i t i ons  are  a1 so c i t e d  i n  o the r  
sect ions. Nordqui s t  emphasizes cur rent  mater ia l  throughout. 

The lack of annotat ions, un for tunate ly ,  leaves one guessi ng about an 
i t e m ' s  s lan t .  One can surmise the  Dos i t i on  o f  a D ~ b l i ~ a t i ~ n  t i t l e d  
Pornography: A Human Tragedy issued' by C i t i zens f o r  Decency Through Law, but  
not a l l  t i t l e s  a re  so t ransparent .  

Pornography and Censorship i s  p a r t  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  se r ies  t i t l e d  
"Contemporary Soci a1 Issues ." Other recent numbers on women's t o p i c s  i nc lude  
comparable Wbrth (no. 2, 1986), Domestic Violence (no. 4, 1986),  he 

, Femin iza t ion  o f  Poverty  (no. 6, 1981), and Reproductive R ights  ( 6 - 9 ,  1988). 
L i b r a r i e s  needing up-to-date guides on "hot" t op i cs ,  espec ia l l y  f o r  
undergraduate t e h  papers, should consider subscribing. At $40 a year fo r  
f o u r  b ib1 iographies, i t ' s  a reasonably p r i ced  serv ice.  

Shockley, Ann A1 len. Afro-American Women Writers, 1746-1933: An Antholo# and 
C r i t i c a l  Guide. Boston: G.K. Ha l l ,  1988. 465 
LC 87 35936. 

P. $40.00, ISBN 0 - 8161 - 8 3 - 8. - 
Shockley ( a  l i b r a r i a n  and f i c t i o n  w r i t e r )  p r o f i l e s  fo r ty -one Black women 

w r i t e r s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  poetry, essays,' and autobiographical works. The fami 1 i a r  
names are here, bu t  so are many who have long been fo rgo t ten  by readers and 
c r i t i c s  a l i k e .  From Lucy Pr ince and ~ h i 1 l i s ' ~ h e a t l e y  t o  Jesse Redmon Fauset 
and Ne l l a  Larsen, the  volume i s  d i v ided  i n t o  fou r  li t e r a r y - h i s t o r i c a l  periods: 

. the  Colonia l  Era t o  t h e  C i v i l  War (1746-1862); Reconstruct ion t o  t h e  end of 
t h e  century (1868-1899); pre-World War I t o  t h e  New Negro Movement (1900- 
1923) ; and t h e  New Negro Movement (1924-1933). Each sec t ion  i s  in t roduced 
w i t h  a chronology o f  w r i t i n g s  and a c r i t i c a l  overview. These are fo l lowed by 
b iographies (each running two t o  four  pages), b r i e f  l i s t s  o f  pr imary and 
secondary sources, and one o r  more selected w r i t i n g s  f o r  each author. 
Appendix A adds capsule biographies f o r  a dozen women w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  New Negro 
Movement who e i t h e r  d i d  not  pub l i sh  books o r  who publ ished them a f t e r  1933; 
Appendix B i s  a b ib l iography o f  c r e a t i v e  works, b ib l iograph ies ,  anthologies,  
and c r i t i c i s m .  

Th is  much-needed volume i s  an outstanding i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  
o f  Black women's w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  Uni ted States and a s t imu lan t  t o  f u r t h e r  
research on he re to fo re  " l o s t "  Afro-American wr i t e rs .  L i b r a r i e s  shoul d order  
two copies: one f o r  t he  reference c o l l e c t i o n ,  where t h e  b iograph ica l  sketches 
and short  b ib l i og raph ies  w i l l  come i n  handy; and one f o r  t he  stacks, where i t  
w i l l  shine among o ther  anthologies o f  women w r i t e r s '  works. 



Unterbr i  nk, Mary. Funny Women: American Comediennes, 1860-1985. Jefferson, 
NC: McFarland & Co.. 1987. 26711. index. $19.95. ISBN 0-89950-226-1. LC 85- 

This i n s p i  r i n g  compendium o f  b iographical  sketches should spur research 
on women i n  comedy and w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  supply hours o f  pleasurable reading t o  
fans. Seventy-f ive comediennes and two ensembles are  p r o f i l e d  i n  e igh t  
roughly chronological  chapters cover ing women i n  vaudevil l e ,  radio,  stand-up 
comedy, f i l m  and t e l e v i s i o n .  One chapter i s  devoted t o  w r i t e r s  and d i rec to rs .  
Ranging from one t o  e i g h t  pages, t h e  biographies are u n c r i t i c a l ,  indeed 
admi r i n g ;  they center  on each woman's career and achievements, w i t h  secondary 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  her personal l i f e .  A l l  t h e  b i g  names o f  t h e  recent past are here 
(Fanny Brice, Mae West, Gracie Al len, Moms Mabley) along w i t h  contemporary 
s t a r s  (Mary Ty ler  Moore, Joan Rivers, L i l y  Tomlin, Erma Bombeck). There are  
a l s o  many comediennes unknown t o  t h i s  reviewer, though perhaps once household 
words t o  her mother o r  grandmother. The t r a d i t i o n  o f  "funny women'' emerges as 
a v i b r a n t  one, i n  which each generat ion i nsp i res  i t s  successors. Missing, 
however, are comediennes and groups who play on t h e  "women's c u l t u r e "  c i r c u i t ,  

, such as lesb ian stand-up comic Kate C l i n ton  o r  the  p o l i t i c a l  s a t i r i s t s  Ladies 
Against Women. A1 though such omissions are d isappoint ing,  t he  volume i s  
recommended as a f i r s t  on i t s  subject.  

B r i e f l y  Noted. .. 
Beyond T i t l e  I X :  PEEK'S S t a t e - b y 4 t a t e  Guide t o  Women's Educational Laws. 
Washington, DC: P ro jec t  on Equal Education Rights, NOW Legal Defense and  
Education Fund, 1987. (Address: PEEK, 1313 H St., NW, 11th  f l o o r ,  Washington, 
DC 20005. 58p. pap., $14.95. 

Th is  concise repor t  analyzes the  development, scope, and implementation 
o f  s t a t e  laws t h a t  p r o h i b i t  sex d i sc r im ina t iod  i n  education, measuring them 
aga ins t  t he  standard o f  T i t l e  I X  o f  t he  federal Education Amendments o f  1972. 
Students o f  education and publ i c  pol i c y ,  feminist  a c t i v i s t s ,  and educat ional  
reformers w i l l  a l l  f i n d  t h i s  a usefu l  guide. 

D i r e c t o r y  o f  Women Experts i n  Asia and the  P a c i f i c .  Bangkok: Uni ted Nations 
Economic and Socia l  Commission f o r  Asia and t h e  P a c i f i c .  1987. (Address : 
Soci a1 Development D iv i s ion ,  ESCAP, Uni ted Nations Bui 1 ding, ~ajdamnern 
Avenue, Bangkok 10200, Thai land) 360p. pap., f r e e ?  

Designed t o  s t imu la te  greater  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  women i n  t h e  development 
process, t h i s  d i r e c t o r y  l i s t s  684 organ iza t ions  and i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  bo th  t h e  
publ i c  and p r i v a t e  sectors i n  t h i r t y - t h r e e  Asian and Pac i f i c  nat ions. An 
index by f i e l d s  o f  exper t i se  precedes t h e  p r o f i l e s ,  which i nc lude  data on 
c u r r e n t  pos i t i on ,  address, n a t i o n a l i t y ,  major and m i  nor spec ia l i za t i ons ,  
s k i l l s ,  p ro fess iona l  experience, and educational background. Created by t h e  
UN Women's In format ion  Network f o r  Asia and the  P a c i f i c  (WINAP), t h i s  volume 
complements the  e a r l i e r  D i  r ec to ry  o f  Nat ional  Focal Poi n t s  f o r  t he  Advancement 



o f  Women i n  Asia and t h e  P a c i f i c ;  for thcoming are  d i r e c t o r i e s  o f  na t i ona l  
research i n s t i t u t i o n s  on women and non-governmental organizat ions.  

"Women's Studies Programs -- 1987-88." Women's Studies Q u a r t e r l y  15, no. 3/4 
(Fa1 l / W i n t e r  1987) : 148-177. 

i se 
i t e d  

Women's Studies Q u a r t e r l y  cont inues i t s  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p r i n t i n g  a conc 
a1 phabet ica l  li s t  o f  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  women's s tud ies  programs i n  t h e  Un 
States. Each e n t r y  prov ides an address, name o f  c h a i r  o r  con tac t  person, 
degrees o f fe red ,  and number o f  c red i  t s requi  red. 

-- S.S. 

PERIODICAL NOTES 

4 NEW AND NEWLY DISCOVERED PERIODICALS 

Aunt Edna's Reading L i s t :  A Monthly Review o f  A l t e r n a t i v e  Books f o r  Women. - . : Karen Gates. year.  H Hunnewell St.,  Honolulu, H I  
19::;2.' (!:sues examined: 1988; ~ ~ ~ * 1 9 ~ ~ ~ 2  

This  four-page monthly emphasizes books by "authors and pub1 i s h e r s  which, 
f o r  t h e  most par t ,  haven' t  received mainstream p u b l i c i t y  ." The f a i  r l y  b r i e f  
(one o r  two per  page) reviews cover works o f  f i c t i o n ,  re ference,  biography, 
poetry ,  and c r i t i c i s m ,  and i nc lude  o rde r i ng  i n fo rma t i on  f o r  ha rd - to - f i nd  
books. 

La Be1 l a  F igura:  The L i t e r a r y  Journhl Devoted t o  I ta l ian-Amer ican  Women. 
1988 - . Ed .: Rose Romano. P.O. Box 411223, San Franc1 sco, CA 94141-1223. 
( I ssue  examined: Issue 1, Spr ing  1988) \ 

. 
"When our people came t o  t h i s  country,  they brought a t r a d i t i o n  i n  which 

s i l e n c e  i s  s u r v i v a l  ," notes t h e  e d i t o r  i n  her  opening remarks. She then  goes 
on t o  examine how t h a t  s i l e n c e  can be harmful ,  and concludes, "I hope l b f  w i l l  
he lp  t o  p r o t e c t  us from s i l e n c e  by p r o v i d i n g  a p lace t o  share our  s to r ies . "  
The t h i  r t y - s i x  pages o f  t h i s  small -sized, s l  ick-covered issue con ta in  poet ry  
and prose on t h e  experience o f  I t a l i a n  American women. 

B i s e x u a l i t y :  News, Views, and Networking. 1988- . Ed.: Gary North. 12/year. 
$25. G ibb in  Pub l i ca t ions ,  P.O. Box 20917, Long Beach, CA 90801-3917. ( Issues  
examined: v.1, no.2, May 1988; v.1, no.3, May 20, 1988; v.1, no.4, June 1, 
1988) 

Each issue appearing i n  a b r i g h t  new co lo r ,  t h i s  news le t t e r  aims t o  
support  b i s e x u a l i t y  and encourage d iscuss ion  on b isexual  issues. I n  t h e  f i r s t  
few issues  are  r e p o r t s  on a na t i ona l  network, notes on b i sexua l s '  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  gay and l e s b i a n  p r i d e  marches, d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  b i s e x u a l i t y  and 
r e l a t e d  terms, and a c r i t i q u e  o f  media p o r t r a y a l s  o f  b isexua ls  p lus  o t h e r  
fea tures ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  and no t ices .  



Dykes, D i s a b i l i t y  & S t u f f .  1988- . Publisher: Catherine Lohr. $8-20t. P.O. 
Box 6194, Boston, MA 02114. ( Issue examined: v.1, issue 1, Summer 1988) 

The single-sheet promotional issue def ines t h e  publ i c a t i  on's scope as 
ranging from networking and s t o r i e s  o f  how some women get t h e i r  specia l  needs 
met t o  coverage o f  re1 evant l e g i s l a t i o n  and 1 i s t i  ngs of accessible l oca t ions  
used by women s movement groups. Plans are f o r  a quar te r l y  o r  bimonthly, 
g radua l ly  moving t o  monthly publ i c a t i o n  i f  possible. Women's B r a i l l e  Press 
(P.O. Box 8745, Minneapolis, MN 55408) i s  o f f e r i n g  B r a i l l e  and tape copies o f  
the  premiere issue. 

Ga l le r ie .  1988- . Ed.: Caffyn Kel ley. 4lyear. $20. ISSN 0838-1658. 
Gallerie Publ icat ions,  2901 Panorama Dr., North Vancouver, B.C. V7G 2A4 Canada 
( Issue examined: v.1, no.1, 1988) 

E d i t o r  Ke l ley  wants G a l l e r i e  t o  "ass is t  i n  b u i l d i n g  a women's c u l t u r e  
t h a t  claims an a l t e r n a t e  economy and greater  consequence f o r  i t s  a r t i s t s . "  
With in t h e  144 pages o f  t h i s  f i r s t  issue are  a r t i c l e s  by Judy Grahn and 
B e t t i n a  Aptheker, as wel l  as b r i e f  pieces on f o r t y - f i v e  a r t i s t s ,  each o f  which 
inc ludes a short  biography, photo o f  the  a r t i s t ,  and photos o f  some of her 
work. Among t h e  a r t i s t s :  Laura Agui lar ,  Judy Chicago, Margot Johnston, 
Deborah Kruger , Tanya Morand. 
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Genders. 1988- . Ed.: Ann Kibbey. 3lyear. $21 (ind.) ; $30 ( ins t . ) .  I S S N  
0894-9832. Journals Department, Un ivers i ty  o f  Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, 
TX 78713. ( Issue examined: Issue 1, March 1988) 

Genders' p re -pub l i ca t ion  p u b l i c i t y  b i l l s  i t  as " the f i r s t  journa l  i n  the  
a r t s  and humanities t o  make issues o f  gender i t s  p r i n c i p a l  concern. ... The 
s ign i f i cance  o f  sexual i t y  and gender i n  re1 a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  
per iods o r  cu l tu res  w i l l  be explored as wel l  as the  representat ion o f  gender 
i n  the works of  s p e c i f i c  a r t i s t s ,  c r i t i c s  o r  h is tor ians . "  Among t h e  a r t i c l e s  
i n  t h e  premiere issue: "Embracing the  Absolute: The P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  Female 
Subject i n  Seventeenth Century England" (Catherine Gal lagher)  ; "The 
O s c i l l a t i n g  Embrace: Subject ion and I n t e r  e l l a t i o n  i n  Barbara Kruger 's  A r t "  
(Nancy D. Campbell); and I' 'Descend, and Pouch, and Enter ' :  Tennyson's Strange 
Manner o f  Address" (Chr is topher Cra f t ) .  \ + 

H i s t o r y  o f  Women Rel ig ious:  News & Notes. 1988-. Ed.: Karen Kennel l y ,  CSJ. 
4lyear. Conference on t h e  H is to ry  o f  Women Rel ig ious,  1884 Randolph Ave., S t .  
~&l, MN 55105. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, ~ e b r u a r y  1988; v.1, no.2, June 
1988) 

Begun as a networking t o o l  f o r  scholars on the  h i s t o r y  o f  women 
re1 ig ious,  the newsle t te r  contains notes on scholars, t h e i r  unpublished and 
publ ished work, r e l a t e d  archives, and the  col loquium a t  which t h e  newslet ter  
was f i r s t  proposed. 

Lear 's .  1988- . Ed.: Frances Lear. 6lyear. $18. Single copy: $3. I S S N  
0897-0149. Lear Publ ishing, 505 Park Ave., New York, NY 10023. ( Issue 
exami ned : v .l, MarchIApri 1 1988) 

The 206 pages o f  t h i s  supers l ick magazine geared t o  " the  woman who wasn't 
born yesterday" inc lude an extensive fashion sect ion, a shor t  s to ry  by Dor is  
Lessing, b r i e f  p r o f i l e s  o f  a number o f  over - fo r ty  women, a feature  on Corazon 
Aquino, and sect ions such as "Self Center," and "Pleasures," each covering a 
v a r i e t y  o f  re la ted  topics.  



Keproduct ive and Genetic Engineering: Journal o f  I n te rna t iona l  Femi n i  s t  
na l  s i s .  - . Managing ed. : Jalna Hanmer. 3/year. ind.);  $75 :* 1:g8N80895-5565. Pergamon Press, Fai rv iew Park, :%!ord, NY 10523. 

( Issue examined : v.1, no.1, 1988) 
The ed i to rs ,  a consortium from Asia, Aust ra l ia ,  Europe, L a t i n  and North 

America, developed the  journa l  out  o f  t h e i r  work w i t h  FINRRAGE, the  Feminist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Network o f  Resistance t o  Reproductive and Genetic Engineering. 
A r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  i ssue inc lude:  "New Reproductive Techno1 ogi es: The Old 
Quest f o r  Fatherhood" (Verena Sto lcke) ;  " A  Summary o f  Some Recent Developments 
on Surrogacy i n  t h e  Uni ted States" ( R i t a  A r d i t t i )  ; and "Ta i l o red  Genes: IVF, 
Genetic Engineering, and Eugenics" ( ~ h r i s t i n e  M.. Ewing). Conference repor 
and book reviews complete the  issue. 

Shockin Pink 2. 19871-. 4/year. 2.40 pounds ( ind.);  4.80 pounds ( i n s t .  * i n g  e copy 0 pence. South London Women's Centre, 55 Acre Lane, London, 
SW2, England. ( Issues examined: Issues 1 and 2) 

Th is  new B r i t i s h  magazine produced by and f o r  young women "wants t o  f 
unnatura l  obsessions w i t h  t r i v i a l  t h ings  1 i ke boys, fashion, spots and 
suntans. We've had enough. ... P o l i t i c a l  l y  we' r e  l e f t  wing, somehow marxi s t  
w i t h  shades o f  anarchy." The f i r s t  two issues fea tu re  unorthodox 1 ayout and 

, many b i t s  o f  in format ion,  news, and sa t i re .  Among the  t i t l e s :  " L i f e  Without 
School"; "Sulk ing? I t ' s  Our Right" ;  "Youth Struggle i n  Gaza S t r i p " ;  "Out I n  
Staying Out"; and "Peaceful Punks." 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 

AB: Bookman's Weekly v.81, no.12, March 21, 1988: "Special  Women's Studies 
Issue." td.: Jacob L. Chernofsky. $60. Single copy: $10. ISSN 0001-0340. 
P.O. Box AB, C l i f t o n ,  NJ 07015. ( Issue examined) 

Thi s e d i t i o n  o f  AB:Bookmanls annual special  issue on women's s tud ies  
inc ludes a r t i c l e s  on C a l i f o r n i a  r a t e  book dea ler  A l i c e  M i l  l a rd ,  e a r l y  n o v e l i s t  
Aphra Behn, and The Feminist Press, p l u s  reviews o f  t rade  books and a 
c l a s s i f i e d  sec t ion  l i s t i n g  books f o r  sale ankl books wanted by var ious dealers. 

Anales de l a s  L i t e r a t u r a  ~ s ~ a ? ; o l a  Contemporanea/Annals o f  Contemporary Spanish 
L i t e r a t u r e  v.12, nos . l /2 ,  1987: "Reading f o r  D i f fe rence:  Feminist Perspect ives 
on Women Nove l i s t s  o f  Contemporary Spain .I1 Guest ed.: M i  re1 1 a Servodidio. 
$15 (ind.); $35 ( i ns t . )  ISSN 0272-1635. Professor Lu is  T. Gonzalez-del- 
Val l e y  General Ed i to r ,  ALEC, Department o f  Spanish and Portuguese, Un ive rs i t y  
of Colorado, Boulder, Campus Box 278, McKenna Languages Bui l d i  ng, Boulder, CO 
80309-0278. ( Issue examined) 

The vast m a j o r i t y  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  journa l  a re  i n  Engl ish, and 
inc lude:  "Women and Spanish Modernism: The Case o f  Rosa Chacel" ( S h i r l e y  
Mangini)  ; "Women Nove l i s t s  i n  Democratic Spain: Freedom t o  Express the  Female 
Perspect ive" ( P h y l l i s  Z a t l i n )  ; "Reshaping t h e  Canon: I n t e r t e x t u a l i  t y  i n  
Spanish Novel s o f  Femal e Devel opment" (Emi 1 i e Bergmann) ; and "Readi ng, 
Rereading, Misreading and Rewr i t ing  t h e  Male Cannon: The Nar ra t i ve  Web o f  
Esther  Tusquets' T r i  logy"  (Linda Goul d Levi  ne). 



Asha v.30, no.6/7, June/July 1988: "Special Report: Women o f  Asha." Ed.: - 
Freder ick T. Spahr. l l / y e a r .  $68. S ing le  copy: $6.50. ISSN 0001-2475. 
American Speech-Language-Heari ng Associat ion, 10801 Rockvi 1 l e  Pike, Rockvi l  l e ,  
MD 20852. ( Issue examined) 

Among t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  specia l  sec t ion  o f  ASHA's journa l  are: "The 
Value o f  Women's Work" (Mar jo r ie  B. Signer) ;  "Where Have A l l  t h e  Young Men 
Gone?" (Norma S. Rees); "Black Women: Blacks o r  Women?" ( A l i c e  V. Watkins); 
and "Taking Turns, Making Moves, Facing Choices" (She l ly  S. Chabon). Other 
spec ia l  repor ts  and an annotated b ib l iography on women's issues i n  the  f i e l d  
o f  speech-1 anguage-hearing complete t h e  sect ion. 

Canadian Journal o f  Philosophy Suppl . v .l3, 1987: "Science, M o r a l i t y  and 
kemin i s t  Theory." Eds: Marsha Hanen and Kai Nielsen.. $12 US. Free t o  
regu lar  subscd  bers. ISSN 0229-7051. ISBN 0-919491-13-8. Un ive rs i t y  of 
Calgary Press, LT1013, Un ive rs i t y  o f  Calgary, 2500 Un ivers i ty  Dr ive  N.W., 
Calgary, A1 be r ta  T2N 1N4 Canada. ( In format ion  from advert isement) 

P a r t i a l  contents: "Sex I n e q u a l i t y  and Bias i n  Sex Di f ferences Research" 
(A1 i son M. Jaggar) ; "Beyond Caring: The De-Moral i z a t i o n  o f  Gender" (Mar i l yn  
Friedman) ; "Non-Contractual Society"  (Vi  r g i  n i a  Held) ; "Women and Moral 
Madness" (Kathryn Morgan) ; "Feminist E th ics  and I n  V i  t r o  F e r t i l i z a t i o n "  (Susan 

4 Sherwin) ; and "A Feminist Aspect Therapy o f  t he  Se l f "  (Ann Ferguson). 

Canadian Review o f  Soci 01 ogy and Anthropol ogylLa Revue canadi enne de 
Soc io log l  e e t  d' Anthropologie v.25, no.2, May 1988: "25th Anniversary Issue: 
kemin i s t  Scholarship." Guest eds.: Pat Armstronq and Roberta Hamilton. $60 
( i n d  .); $65 ( i n s t  .); ISSN 0008-4948. Canadian Sociology and Anthropology 
Associat ion, Concordi a Un ivers i ty ,  1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Montreal , 
Quebec H3GlM8 Canada. ( Issue examined) 

This specia l  issue inc ludes:  "Conceptual iz ing 'Pa t r i a rchy '  " (Bonnie J. 
Fox); "Feminist Theory and C r i t i c a l  Theory" (Barbara L. Marsha l l ) ;  "Re- 
Think ing What We Do and How We Do It; A Study o f  Reproductive Decisions" (Dawn 
Cur r ie )  ; "Div id fng t h e  Wealth, Sharing t h e  Poverty: The (Re)Formation o f  
'Family '  i n  Law i n  Ontar io"  (Mary E. Morton); "Male Cu l tu re  and Purdah f o r  
Women: The Socia l  Construct ion o f  What Women f h i n k  Women Think" (Sy l v ia  M. 

.. 
Hale);  p lus  a review essay on women and development by Joan McFarland, and a 
number o f  reviews o f  both Engl ish and French-language books. 

Comparative Education v.23, no.1, 1987: "Sex Di f ferences i n  Education." Ed.: 
tdmund King. ISSN 0305-0068. Carfax Publ ish ing Co., P.O. Box 25, Abingdon, 
Oxfordshi r e  OX14 3UE, England. ( Issue exami ned) 

P a r t i  a1 contents : "Sex D i f fe rences i n  Education: An Overview" (Margaret 
B. Sutherl'and) ; "Gender i n  Education: Educational Pol i c y  i n  A u s t r a l i a  and 
Europe, 1975-1985" (Ei  1 een M. Byrne) ; "World Re1 i g i  ons, Women and Education" 
(Ursula King) ; "Rural -Urban Compari son o f  Female Educational Aspi r a t i o n s  i n  
South-Western N iger ia"  (Bolanle E. Akande); and "Se t t i ng  S ta te  P o l i c y  on 
Women's Education i n  t h e  Thi r d  World: Perspectives from Comparative Research" 
(Ga i l  P. K e l l y ) ;  p l u s  book reviews. 

Daedalus: Journal o f  t he  American Academy o f  Ar ts  and Sciences v.116, no.4, 
?-a1 1 1981 : "Learninq About Women: Gender. P o l i t i c s .  and Power." Guest eds. : 
J i l l  K. Conway, S U S ~  C. Bourque, and ~ o a n  W. ~ c o t t .  $16. S ing le  copy: $5. 
ISSN 0011-5266. P.O. Box 515, Canton, MA 02021. ( Issue examined) 

Contents inc lude:  "Society Writes B i o l  ogy/Biol  ogy Constructs Gender" 



Anne Faus to-Ster l i  ng) ; "Women S c i e n t i s t s  and Feminis t  C r i t i c s  o f  Science" 
Evelyn Fox Kel l e r )  ; "H is to ry  and Di f ference"  (Joan W. Sco t t )  ; " P o l i t i c s ,  

Pedagogy, and Gender" ( J i l l  K. Conway); and "Technology, Gender, and 
Development" (Susan C. Bourque and Kay B. Warren). 

Gay In fo rmat ion :  Journal o f  Gay Studies no.17/18: "Lesbian Issue." Guest 
e d i t o r i a l  c o l l e c t i v e .  $22 US (ind.); $48 US ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $6. ISSN 
015-6926. P.O. Box 943, Dar l inghurs t ,  New South Wales 2010, Aus t ra l i a .  
( Issue examined) 

Th i s  spec ia l  issue o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  pub1 i c a t i o n  Ga In fo rma t i on  c a r r i e s  
a r t i c l e s  such as 'Women's Poetry  o f  t h e  Body" (Marc ia h i n g  It 
A1 1 Back Home: Love and Hate i n  Lesbian Re la t ionsh ips"  (Mia Campioni); 
"Lesbian Madonnas and t h e  Wholly New Family" (Sarah V i t o )  ; "The Hetero and t h e  
Homo: The Sexual E th i cs  o f  Luce I r i g a r a y "  (E.A. Grosz); and "The Making o f  a 
Lesbian: R ich 's  Poetry,  1951-1977'' (Lou G i  ronde) ; p lus  sho r t  f i c t i o n ,  poetry ,  
and a v a r i e t y  o f  reviews. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Journal o f  Science Educat ion v.9, no.3, 1987: [speci a1 issue on 
s c l  ence educat ion f o r  g i  r l s  and young women 1. ISSN 0950-0693. Gay1 o r  & 
Francis ,  L t d  ., Rankine Rd., Basingstoke RG24 OPR England. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  from 
Stud ies  on Women Abst rac ts  v.6, no.3, 1988, pp.184-186) 

1 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Science Teachers' Percept ions o f  t h e  Appeal o f  Science 
Subjects  t o  Boys and G i r l s ' '  (Margaret Goddard Spear); "Women's Challenge t o  
Computer Science and Technology" (Guri  Verne) ; "Women I n t o  Engineering: 
Perspect ives on P o s i t i v e  D isc r im ina t i on  from t h e  USA" (Ruth Car te r )  ; "The 
I n t e l  l e c t u a l  Labour Market i n  Developed and Developing Countr ies : Women's 
Representat ion i n  S c i e n t i f i c  Research" ( B e a t r i z  Ruivo) ; and "The Most 
D i f f i c u l t  Career: Women's Hi s t o r y  i n  Science" (Dor i  nda Outram). 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Review o f  Educat ion v.33, no.4, 1987: "Women and Education." 
Guest ed. : Swarna Jayaweera. ISSN 002018566. UNESCO I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Education, 
Feldbrunnenstrasse 58, 2000 Hamburg' 13, Federal Republ ic o f  Germany. ( I ssue  
examined) 

Whi le  abs t rac t s  a r e  prov ided i n  English: German and French, most a r t i c l e s  
a re  i n  Engl ish, as a re  book reviews and var ious  r e p o r t s  and communications. 
Contents i nc lude :  "Feminis t  Theory and t h e  Study o f  Gender and Educat ion" 
(Sandra Acker) ; "Gender and Access i n  t h e  A f r i c a n  School" ( M i l t o n  N. Adams and 
Susan E. Kruppenbach); "Gender and Access t o  Educat ion i n  Asia" (Swarna 
Jayaweera) ; and "The Unf in ished Assi gnment : Educati ng Moroccan Women f o r  
Development" (Zaki  a Be1 hachmi ) . 
Journal  o f  American C u l t u r e  v.10, no.3, 1987: [spec ia l  women's issue]. Guest 
eds.: R i t a  Whi l lock and P a t r i c i a  D I I t r i .  $25. S inq le  c o w :  $7.75. Rav 
Browne, Popular Cu l tu re  Center, Bowl i ng Green s t a t e - ~ n i  v e r k i  ty, Bowl i n g  Green, 
OH 43403. ( I ssue  examined) 

T h i s  j o u r n a l ' s  aim i s  " t o  promote and f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  study o f  American 
c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  broadest sense o f  t h e  term, from ' e l i t e '  t o  popular  and f o l k  
c u l t u r e  as a continuum." Among t h e  a r t i c l e s :  "Who Talks L i k e  a Women's 
Magazine? Language and Gender i n  Popular Women's and Men's Magazines" 
( C r i  stanne M i  1 l e r )  ; "Reclaiming Women's Language, Imagery, and Experience: 
Ntozake Shange's Sassafrass, Cypress & Ind igo"  (Jean Strandness); "He te rod i t e  
Humor: A1 i c e  Duer M i l l e r  and Florence Guy Seabury" ( Z i t a  Dresner) ; and I' 'The 



B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B i g  Mamas': Feminism and t h e  A l i e n a t i o n  of Women" (Susan 
Je f fo rds ) .  

Labor Research Review 11 v.7, no.1, Spring 1988: "Feminizing Unions." Ed.: 
Jack Metzgar. $12 ( ind.) ;  $18 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $7. Midwest Center f o r  
Labor Research, 3411 W. Di versey, No.10, Chicago, I L  60647. ( Issue examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents o f  t h i s  spec ia l  issue: "Women Workers: A Force f o r  
Rebu i ld ing  Unionism" (Ruth Needleman) ; "Asian Immigrant Women & HERE Local 2" 
( P a t r i c i a  Lee); "Blood & Jus t i ce :  Red Cross Nurses on S t r i k e "  (Teresa Conrow); 
"Black Women i n  t h e  Labor Movement" ( i n te rv iews  w i t h  Clara Day & Johnnie 
Jackson) ; and "Women Miners'  R igh t  f o r  Parental  Leave" (Cosby Totten, Go ld ie  
Tot ten  A June Rostan). 

Proof tex ts :  Journal o f  Jewish L i t e r a r y  H i s t o r x  v.8, no.1, January 1988: 
"Soecial  Issue: The Reoresentat ion o f  Women i 'n Jewish L i t e ra tu re . "  Eds.: Alan 
~ i k t z  and David G. ~ o s k i e s .  $18.50 ( ind.);  $37 ( ins t . ) .  ISSN 0272-9601. 
Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y  Press, Journals D iv i s ion ,  701 W. 40th St., S u i t e  275, 
Bal t imore,  MD 21211. ( Issue examined) 

Among the  a r t i c l e s :  "Women as Creators o f  B i b l i c a l  Genres" (S.D. 
Goi t e i n )  ; "On Tongues Being Bound and L e t  Loose: Women i n  Medieval Hebrew 

* L i t e r a t u r e "  (Tova Rosen); "Women and t h e  Double i n  Modern Hebrew L i t e r a t u r e :  
BerdichewskylAgnon, Oz/Yehoshual' (Nehama Aschkenasy) ; p l u s  a review, "Feminis t  
C r i t i c i s m  and Hebrew L i t e r a t u r e "  (Naori B. Soko lo f f ) .  

Research i n  A f r i c a n  L i t e r a t u r e s  v.19, no.2, May 1988: "Special  Issue on 
homen's Writ ing." Guest eds.: Rhonda Cobham and Chikwenye Okonjo Ogunyemi . 
$20 ( ind.) ;  $32 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $6 ( ind.) ;  $9 ( i ns t . ) .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Texas Press Journals, P.O. Box 7819, Aust in,  TX 78713. ( In fo rmat ion  from 
advert isement) 

F ive  a r t i c l e s  and numerous reviews-make up t h i s  spec ia l  issue. A r t i c l e s  
i nc lude :  "The Shal l  ow Grave: Archetypes o f  Female Experience i n  A f r i c a n  
F i c t i o n "  (Florence S t r a t t o n ) ;  "Disarming_Time: An Essay on Bessie Head's A 
Quest ion  o f  Power" (Margaret Tucker) ; and "Aq Update: B ib l iography o f  TweTve 
A f r i c a n  Women Wrf ters"  (Brenda F. Ber r ian) .  Among t h e  books reviewed: 

.. 
Ngambika: Studies o f  Women i n  A f r i c a n  L i t e r a t u r e  ed. by Carole Boyce Davies 
and Ann Adams Graves; A Double Co lon iza t ion :  Coionia l  and Post-Colonial  
Women's W r i t i n  ed. by K i r s t e n  Ho ls t  Petersen and Anna Rutherford; and Ve i led  d entiments: onor and Poetry i n  Bedouin Society  by L i l a  Abu-Lughod. 

Unicorn: Journal o f  t he  Aus t ra l i an  Col lege o f  Education v.13, no.3, August 
1987: "Theme: Women and G i r l s  i n  Education." Guest ed.: S h i r l e y  Randell. 
$24. S ing le  copy: $6. ISSN 0311-4775. Business Manager, The A u s t r a l i a n  
Col lege o f  Education, P.O. Box 323, Cur t in ,  ACT 2605, Aus t ra l i a .  ( Issue 
exami ned) 

P a r t i a l  contents: "Does J i l l  Come Tumbling A f t e r ? :  L e t ' s  Look a t  G i r l s  i n  
Education" (Veronica Schwarz); "But t h e  Women Don't Apply...: A Discussion o f  
Teacher Promotion i n  A u s t r a l i a "  (Sh i r l ey  N. Sampson); "Humanities, Science and 
t h e  Female Mind: An H i s t o r i c a l  Perspect ive" (Mar jo r i e  Theobald) ; and "Gender 
D i f f e rences  and S i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  Pat te rns  o f  Economic Support f o r  Students" 
(Margaret Pow1 es) . 



Urban Geography v.9, no.2, March lApr l l  1988: "Women and Employment: Special  
Issue." Guest ed.: Susan Hanson. $85 ( ind.) ;  $143 ( ins t . ) .  ISSN 0272-3636. 
V.H. Winston & Sons, Inc., 7961 Eastern Ave., S i l v e r  Spring, MD 20910. 

Though i t s  book reviews and spec ia l  r e p o r t  are not  devoted t o  women's 
content ,  f i v e  a r t i c l e s  and an I n t r o d u c t i o n  focus on women and employment, 
among them: "Capt ive Rider ,  Capt ive Labor: Spat i  a1 Cons t ra in t s  and Women's 
Employment" (Brent  M. Ruther fo rd  and Gerda R. Wekerle); 'The Journey t o  Work 
and Occupational Segregation' ( I b i p o  Johnston-Anumonwo) ; "Spa t i a l  Dimensions 
o f  t h e  Gender D i v i s i o n  o f  Labor i n  a  Local Labor Market'' (Susan Hanson and 
Geral d i  ne P r a t t  ) ; and "Commentary : Women and Empl oyment" (Genevi eve G iu l  i ano) . 
Workin A  e  v.3, no.4, JanuarylFebruary 1988: "Special  Issue on Women." Ed.: 
d l  len. "Free t o  bus1 nesses and organ iza t ions  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
employment i ssues t h a t  a f f e c t  middle-aged and 01 der  persons .I' Worker Equ i ty  
Department, American Assoc ia t ion  o f  Re t i r ed  Persons, 1909 K S t ree t  N.W., 
Washi ngton, DC 20049. ( Issue examined) 

A r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  spec ia l  i ssue inc lude:  "Women i n  t h e  Workplace," 
"Women's A t t i t u d e s  About Work and Retirement," "Roundtable on Older Women i n  
t h e  Work Force," "Some Good News About Pension Rights," and "Cl imbing Up t h e  
'Career Ladder' -- D i f f e r e n t  Rungs f o r  t h e  Sexes?" Several a re  based on 

, r e p o r t s  which may be ordered from AARP, and o f f e r  t a b l e s  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on o l d e r  women i n  t h e  work force. 

TRANSITIONS 

Femin is t  A r t s  News: FAN began i n  1979 and ceased i n  1985, b u t  has been 
rev ived.  This  a m p l y - i l l u s t r a t e d  s l i c k  p e r i o d i c a l  i s  e d i t e d  by Deborah Cherry 
and Jane Beckett ,  and t h e  cu r ren t  i ssue  "deals w i t h  a  range o f  women work ing 
i n  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t h i s  century:  i n  design, a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
performance, t h e  p o t t e r y  i n d u s t r i e s  and t h e  c l o t h i n g  t rades,  as we l l  as i n  
pa in t i ng . "  For  i n fo rma t i on  w r i t e  t o  t h e  magazine a t  15  Wordsworth Court, 
Shakespeare Rd., Bedford MK40 2EJ England. . 
Kegme Review on Mediterranean Women has resumed publ i c a t i o n ,  accord ing t o  an 
announcement from t h e  Mediterranean Women's Studies I n s t i t u t e .  For  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  about t h i s  semiannual p u b l i c a t i o n ,  con tac t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  a t  19218 
Leoforos Alexandras, GR -11521 Athens, Greece. 

Mat r i ces ,  "a network i  ng news1 e t t e r  f o r  Lesbians doing research and scho la rsh ip  
o f  importance t o  o the r  Lesbians," announces t h a t  i t  w i l l  be s t a r t i n g  up again 
a f t e r  a  h i a t u s  o f  about a  year.  The Minneapol is group t a k i n g  over t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be f u n d r a i s i n g  f o r  t h e  next  s i x  months and beg in  p r i n t i n g  
again i n  January o f  1989, p u b l i s h i n g  t h r e e  t imes a  year. For i n f o r m a t i o n  
w r i t e  t o  Jacquelyn N. Z i t a ,  Coord inat ing E d i t o r ,  Women's Studies, 492 Ford 
Hal 1, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Minnesota, M i  nneapol i s, MN 55455. 

Minerva: Q u a r t e r l y  Report on Women and t h e  M i l i t a r y  has begun a  separate 
publ i c a t i o n  c a l l e d  M i  nerva 's  Bul l e t i n  Board t o  handle t h e  b r i e f  news i tems, 
l e t t e r s  and announcements o f  research i n  progress t h a t  used t o  appear i n  t h e  
pa ren t  qua r te r l y .  The new publ i c a t i o n  w i  11 beg in  as a  q u a r t e r l y  w i t h  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  becoming a  monthly. W r i t e  L inda Grant De Pauw a t  1101 S. 
A r l  i ngton Ridge Rd., 1210, A r l i ng ton ,  VA 22202. 



NWSAction supercedes NWSA Perspect ives as t h e  q u a r t e r l y  news le t t e r  o f  t h e  
Nat ional  Women's Studies Assoc ia t i  on b e j i  nn i  ng w i t h  v. 1, no .l, Spr ing  1988. 
"Each issue w i l l  f e a t u r e  a  region, caucus, o r  task force, as w e l l  as r e g u l a r  
r e p o r t s  and announcements.' Carol Combs i s  t h e  new e d i t o r .  For in fo rmat ion ,  
con tac t  NWSA a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland, Col lege Park, MD 20742-1325. 

ITEMS OF NOTE 
Nine new Working Papers a r e  a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  WELLESLEY COLLEGE CENTER FOR 
RESEARCH ON WOMEN. Three were repor ted  a t  t h e  Center ' s  recent  conference on 
t h e  tconomic Cond i t ion  o f  Black women: "Employment and Hea l th  Among Older  
Black Women: Imp1 i c a t i  ons f o r  Thei r Econmi c  Status"  by Diane Robinson Brown 
(46p., $4.50); "Changes i n  t he  Formation and S t r u c t u r e  o f  Black Fami l ies :  t h e  
Impact on Black Women" by H a r r i e t  Pipes McAdoo (32p., $4.50); and "Beyond 
Human Cap i ta l  : Black Women, Work and Wages" by Rhonda M. Wi l l i ams (49p., 
$4.50). Order f r a n  t h e  Pub1 i c a t i o n s  Department, Center f o r  Research on Women, 
We1 l e s l e y  College, We1 l e s l  ey, MA 02181. 

r THE BIBLIOTECTIVE AGENCY i s  a  search se rv i ce  f o r  r a r e  and o u t - o f - p r i n t  books, 
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  f i n d i n g  femi n i  s t ,  1  esb i  an and women's s tud ies  t i t l e s .  No fee 
i s  charged u n t i l  t h e  requested book i s  found. For more i n fo rma t i on  o r  t o  have 
a  book searched, con tac t  t h e  agency a t  R.R. # I ,  Box 262, Leo, I N  46765 (219) 
627-2920. 

A  WOMEN DISABILITY NEWSLETTER i s pub1 i shed by the  Associ a t i  on on Handi capped 
Student Serv ice Programs i n  Postsecondary Education. A  1  i s t  o f  var ious  
c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  programs f o r  d isab led  women and g i r l s  i s  a  p a r t  o f  each 
news le t t e r  and inc ludes  names and addresses o f  con tac t  persons f o r  each 
program. To n o t i f y  t h e  e d i t o r s  about such a  program o r  t o  get s u b s c r i p t i o n  
in fo rmat ion ,  w r i t e  t o  AHSSPPE, P.O. Box 21192, Columbus, OH 43221. 

The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nor th Caro l ina  announces a  'new ser ies ,  GENDER AND AMERICAN - 
CULTURE, e d i t e d  by Linda K. Kerber and N e l l  I r v i n  Pa in te r .  The s e r i e s  w i l l  
examine aender i n  American h i s t o r v .  l i t e r a t u r e .  c u l t u r e  and soc ie tv .  .and t h e  
f i r s t  t i t l e  o f f e r e d  i s  The ~ i m i t s o f  s is terhood:  The Beecher s i s t e r s  on 
Women's R igh ts  and Woman's Sphere by Jeanne Boydston, Mary Ke l l ey  and Anne 
Margol is .  bor more i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  ser ies,  w r i t e  I r i s  T i l lman  H i l l ,  
~ s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  and Chief  Ed i to r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  North Ca ro l i na  Press, P.O. 
Box 2288, Chapel Hi1 1, NC 27514. 

MEN WHO WROTE ABOUT WOMEN, e d i t e d  by Mar i l yn  Wil l iamson and James Turner, i s  a  
new s e r i e s  from Wayne S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  Press. The s e r i e s  w i l l  focus on t e x t s  
f rom anc ien t  and medieval t imes through the  n ine teenth  century;  h i s t o r i c a l  
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  and b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  w i  11 accompany a1 1  new e d i t i o n s  and 
t r a n s l a t i o n s .  Contact Lee Ann Schreiner,  Ass is tan t  D i r e c t o r  f o r  Acqu i s i t i ons ,  
Wayne S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, The Leonard N. Simons Bldg., 5959 Woodward Ave., 
D e t r o i t ,  M I  48202 f o r  d e t a i l s .  

ELEMENTS OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT, a  t r a i n i n g  manual f o r  empl oyers, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
those i n  h ighe r  education, surveys federal  regu la t ions ,  laws and r e l e v a n t  
l e g a l  p r i n c i p l e s ;  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  key elements i n  a  sexual harassment case; and 



recommends steps a u n i v e r s i t y  can t a k e  t o  l i m i t  exposure and l i a b i l i t y .  The 
manual inc ludes  Kent S ta te ' s  p o s i t i o n  statement and p o l i c i e s  on sexual 
harassment, which may be a use fu l  model f o r  o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Copies of 
t h i s  twenty-one-page manual a re  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  from t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A f f i r m a t i v e  
Act ion,  106 Kent Ha l l ,  Kent S t a t e  Un ive rs i t y ,  Kent, OH 44242. 

A POSTEK t h a t  o u t l i n e s  t h e  LEVELS OF SEXUAL HARASSMENT i n  t h e  workplace i s  
being o f f e red  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsin-Extension. The pos te r  p rov ides  
examples o f  harassment ( f r om sexual coerc ion t o  s u b t l e  and o v e r t  behaviors)  
t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a h o s t i l e  working environment. For i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
pos te r  i t s e l f  o r  how i t  i s  being used on campus, con tac t  A f f i r m a t i v e  Ac t i on  
Programs, UW-Extension, 432 N. Lake St., Madison, W I  53706. 

FACT PACK, a p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  SOUTHEAST WOMEN'S EMPLOYMENT COALITION, conta ins  
t i m e l y  t i p s  and i n fo rma t i on  on a n t i - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  1 aws, i n c l u d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on sexual harassment and how t o  combat it. To ob ta in  t h e  FACT PACK, send 
$2.00 p l u s  $1.00 postage (check o r  money o rde r )  t o  Southeast Women's 
Employment Coal i t i o n ,  382 Longview Dr ive,  Lexington, KY 40503 (606) 276-1555. 

The J o i n t  Un i ted  Nat ions In fo rma t i  on CommitteeINon-Governmental Organi z a t i o n  
, Programme Group on Women has publ ished an educat ion k i t  on WOMEN AND SHELTER 

as a fo l low-up t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Year o f  She l te r  f o r  t h e  Homeless (1987). 
The k i t  was designed t o  serve as a p ro to type t h a t  can be adapted and 
reproduced by organ1 z a t i  ons concerned w i t h  women and she1 t e r .  It addresses a 
broad range o f  r e l a t e d  issues i n c l u d i n g  promoting women's access t o  s h e l t e r  
w i t h  spec ia l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  refugee and d isp laced women, t h e  need f o r  i nc reas ing  
t h e  employment o f  women i n  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  sector ,  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  
g loba l  human se t t lement  t r ends  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and r o l e  o f  women. The k i t  i s  
be ing s o l d  f o r  $10.00 (prepaid, check o r  money order )  i n  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  
coun t r i es  t o  subs id ize  i t s  f r e e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  developing count r ies .  Spec i fy  
JUNICINGO K i t  No. 4 on Women and S h e l t e r  when o rde r i ng  from: Treasurer, 
JUNICINGO Programme Group on Women, UNESCOICAP, 7, p lace  de Fontenoy, F-75700 
Par is ,  France. 

\ 

Readex announces a new t i t l e  i n  i t s  35mm m i c r o f i  lm se r i es  AMERICAN WOMEN'S 
DIARIES. SOUTHERN WOMEN inc ludes  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  d i a r i e s  from over t h i r t y  
women of widely  va ry ing  s o c i a l  and economic s ta tus  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  South from 
t h e  e a r l y  1800s through World War I. Other segments i n  t h e  se r i es  i nc lude  - New 
En land Women and t h e  for thcoming Western Women. For  more in fo rmat ion ,  + contact  eadex a t  58 Pine St., New Canaan, CT 06840 o r  c a l l  (800) 223-4739. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF JAPANESE WOMEN POETS AND FICTION WRITEKS SINCE 1868 i s  t he  
Pocus o f  t h e  December 1986 i ssue  o f  The B u l l e t i n  o f  B ib l iography .  (Vol.  43, 
No.4). Compiled by Nancy Sixe l  and Carol  Fairbanks, i t  a l s o  i nc ludes  
references t o  b iographies,  c r i t i c i s m  and reviews. The B u l l e t i n  o f  
B i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  publ ished by t h e  Meckler Pub l i sh ing  Corporat ion,  Department 
VV, P.O.Box 3000, Denvi l  l e ,  NJ 07834. 

The American P o l i t i c a l  Science Assoc ia t ion  o f f e r s  a monograph s e r i e s  on WOMEN 
AND AMEKICAN POLITICS. Prepared f o r  courses i n  p o l i t i c a l  science, women's 
s tud ies ,  and socio logy,  t h e  t i t l e s  inc lude:  Women i n  t h e  J u d i c i a l  Process; 
Women's Movements: Organizing f o r  Change; Women and Power i n  American 



P o l i t i c s ;  Women, P o l i t i c a l  Act ion,  and P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i c i p a t i o n ;  and Women's 
-Feminism, and P o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  Un i ted  States. Cost i s  $8.75 pe r  t i t l e ;  
$$contact Shei 1 a Mann, APSA, 
1527 New Hampshire Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

WOMEN MAKE MOVIES, INC. 1987 -1988 15TH ANNIVERSARY CATALOGUE conta ins  over one 
hundred t i t l e s  o f  f i l m s  and videos by and about women i n  t h e  U.S., i n c l u d i n g  , 
twenty new 1987 releases. Among t h e  wide d i v e r s i t y  o f  f i l m s  and videos 
d i s t r i b u t e d  by WMM are  works about women a r t i s t s  and w r i t e r s ;  women's h i s t o r y ;  
women and labor ;  and a se r i es  o f  f i l m s  by Lat inas,  "Punto de V i s t a :  Lat ina."  
The ca ta log  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from WMM, 225 La faye t te  St., S u i t e  211, New York, NY 
10012, (212) 925-0606. 

The MEMPHIS STATE UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON WOMEN announces t h a t  t h e  
RESEARCH CLEARINGHOUSE database o f  approximately 3,000 c i t a t i o n s  on women o f  
c o l o r  and Southern women w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  on IBM o r  ~OmDat ib le  f l o ~ o v  d i sks  
and i n  p r i n t  format by t h e  end o f  t h e  summer. For i n fo r i na t i on  on purchasing, 
con tac t  Andrea Timberlake, Research Clearinghouse Coordinator,  Center f o r  
Research on Women, Clement Ha l l ,  Room 339, Memphis S t a t e  Un ive rs i t y ,  Memphis, 
TN 38152. 

WISCONSIN BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
IN WOMEN'S STUDIES 

An important  resource has r e c e n t l y  been added t o  t h e  s e r i e s  "Wisconsin 
Bi  b l  iograph ies  i n  Women's Studies." T i t l e d  "Wdmen, Race, and Ethnic!  t y  : A 
B ib l iography  i n  Progress," t h e  l i s t i n g  i-ncludes more t h a n  1,000 e n t r i e s ,  most 
of them annotated, emphasizing recent p r i n t  and audiov idual  m a t e r i a l s  on women 
o f  non-WASP backyround i n  t h e  Un i ted  States. Major sec t ions  a r e  devoted t o  
d i s c i p l i n e s  and top i cs ,  w i t h  sub-sect ionr  on: Asian and P a c i f i c  American 
women, Black women, Euro-American women, 1ndfan women, Jewi sh women, and 
La t inas .  The l i s t i n g  i s  sub jec t  indexed, and has been issued i n  t h i s  
p r e l i m i n a r y  form w i t h  t h e  goal o f  producing a f i n a l ,  f u l l y  annotated read ing  
l i s t  i n  e a r l y  1989. 

Another new t i t l e  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  i s  "Working Women i n  t h e  Un i ted  Sta tes :  
Books on H i s t o r i c a l  and Contemporary Issues," by Susan Searing. This six-page 
read ing  l i s t  was prepared f o r  t h e  Leadership I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Trade Union Women 
r e c e n t l y  he ld  i n  Wisconsin and sponsored by t h e  Wisconsin AFL-CIO and t h e  
School f o r  Workers, UW-Extension. S ing le  copies o f  these and o the r  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  t h e  se r i es  a re  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  charge from: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  
UW System Wornen's Studies L i b r a r i a n ,  112A Memorial L i b r a r y ,  728 S ta te  St., 
Madison, W I  53706 (608) 263-5754. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

CHOOSING CHILDREN, CHANGING FAMILIES 

H a r r i e t  A lper t ,  ed., We Are Everywhere: Wr i t ings  By & About Lesbian Parents. 
Freedom, CA: The Crossing Press, 1988. 322p. $20.95, ISBN 0-89594-309-3; 
pap., $10.95, ISBN 0-89594-261-5. LC 87-38092. 

Carol Becker, Unbroken Ties: Lesbian Ex-Lovers. Boston: Alyson Pub l ica t ions ,  
forthcoming. 230p. pap., $7.95, ISBN 1-55583-106-0. 

Boston Lesbian Psychol ogies Col l e c t i v e ,  ed., Lesbian Psychol ogi es: 
Expl o ra t i ons  and Chal lenges. Urbana, IL :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I 1  1 i no i  s Press, 1987. 
V 5 p .  index. $29.95, ISBN 0-252-01403-0; pap., $12.95, ISBN 0-252-01404-9. 
LC 86-30736. 

' 
Freder ick  W. Bozett, ed., Gay and Lesbian Parents. New York: Praeger, 1987. 
247p. b i  b l .  index. $38.95, ISBN 0-275-92370-3; pap., $14.95, ISBN 0-275- 
92541-2. LC 87-13852. 

Cathy Cade, A Lesbian Photo Album: The L ives  o f  Seven Lesbian Feminists. 
Oakland. CA: Waterwomen Books (3022 Ashbrook Ct.. Oakland. CA 94601). 1987. 
140p. b i  b l  . pap., $14.95, ISBN 0-9618452-2-5. LC 87-50503. 

Mary E l l e n  S. Capek, ed., A Women's Thesaurus: An Index o f  Language Used t o  
Describe and Locate In fo rma t ion  By and About Women. New York: Harper & Row, 
&46231. 
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Look up t h e  word fami l  i n  t h e  ind ispensable new guide t o  f e m i n i s t  
TI+ language, The Women's esaurus, and you w i l l  f i n d  the  no te  "Use fami l ies , "  

which i n  t u r n  i n d i c a t e s  "UF (use f o r )  The Famil ." These may seem l i k e  minor 
va r i a t i ons ,  bu t  they c a r r y  powerful  s ign1 7y i cance i n  d e s c r i b i n g  women's 1 i v e s  
and t rans forming  ideology. Despi te  a1 1 evidence t o  t h e  con t ra ry  -- i n c l u d i n g  
m u l t i p l e  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  household composi t ion and t h e  
unquestioned m i n o r i t y  s t a t u s  o f  t he  convent ional nuc lear  fami ly  form -- people 
f rom Righ t  Wing Fundamentalists t o  f e m i n i s t s  con t inue t o  r e f e r  t o  "The 
Family." Many women's s tud ies  programs s t i  11 o f f e r  a standard course e n t i t l e d  
"Marr iage and t h e  ( s i c )  Family." 

A Feminis t  D i c t i o n a r y  ( 1985) documents t h e  standard def  i n i  t i o n s  o f  f a m i l y  
t h a t  underscore s t r u c t u r e s  and func t i ons  which perpetuate p a t r i a r c h y  and 
women's subord inat ion,  bu t  i t a1 so o f f e r s  Susan Dwork in ls  new 



concep tua l i za t i on  o f  f a m i l y  as "A  group o f  people who l o v e  each o the r ,  
w i l l i n g l y  share a common dest iny,  and nu r tu re  each o t h e r  i n  an ongoing way. 
Marr iage i s  not  requ i red  ... nor a re  c h i l d r e n ;  nor  i s  'one-roof-ed-ness " (p. 
151). Such expanded d e f i n i t i o n s  chal lenge t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  

. ' impera t ives  t h a t  1 i m i t  f am i l y  t o  heterosexuals w i t h  ch i l d ren .  This  rev iew 
' examines recent  pub1 i c a t i o n s  which j o i n  i n  res i s tance  by acknowledging t h e  

i exis tence,  c h r o n i c l i n g  t h e  experience, and ana lyz ing  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of 
l e s b i a n  fam i l i es .  

I n  1986, Norton issued a spec ia l  Tenth Anniversary E d i t i o n  o f  Adrienne 
R ich ' s  Of Woman Born: Motherhood as Experience and I n s t i t u t i o n .  One o f  t h e  
f i r s t  w r i t e r s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  experience o f  l esb ian  mothers i n  a general 
ana l ys i s  o f  motherhood, Rich made a p ioneer ing  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  d i sman t l i ng  
of t h e  oppos i t i ona l  dichotomy between l esb ian  and mother. I n  t h e  new 
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  "Ten Years Later," she notes t h a t  " t he  v i  s i b i  1  i t y  and v a r i e t i e s  
o f  l e s b i a n  motherhood are g rea ter  than they were i n  1976," t h a t  " a f t e r  a  
decade of c o u r t  b a t t l e s  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  l e s b i a n  mothers t o  custody of t h e i r  
ch i l d ren ,  new issues and new perspect ives have emerged" (pp. xxx-xxx i  ) . 

The devas ta t ing  impact o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  motherhood merges  w i t h  
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p a r t i c u l a r  c l a r i t y  i n  Mothers On T r i a l  : The B a t t l e  f o r  Ch i l d ren  and Custody. 
Physis Chesler inc ludes  lesb ians  among t h e  numerous mothers v i c t i m i z e d  by a 
system which app l i es  a double standard o f  ' f i t n e s s '  and wor th  t o  female and 
male parents.  Long Way Home: The Odyssey o f  a  Lesbian Mother and Her Ch i l d ren  
documents t h e  ' long  s t o r y '  o f  one such l e s b i a n  mother 's s t r u g g l e  th rough 
h o s t i l e  courtrooms, paren ta l  kidnapping, and a f i n a l  escape from a beach i n  
I t a l y .  Jeanne J u l l  i o n ' s  e a r l y  custody case helped t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  issues  
surrounding l e s b i a n  custody cases and t o  mob i l i ze  a c t i  vism. Her second- 
person, n o v e l i s t i c  account v i v i d l y  dramatizes Chesler 's  ana lys is .  

Gay and Lesbian Parents seeks t o  disabuse p ro fess iona l s  i n  law, 
psychology, and s o c i a l  Work o f  any b e l i e f s  they may harbor  aga ins t  t h e  
adequacy o f  g a y l l e s b i  an p a r e n t i  ng. Frerter i  ck Bozet t  has compi 1 ed t h i  r t e e n  
a r t i c l e s  from twelve c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  "synthe3ize t h e  empi r i c a l  , t h e o r e t i c a l ,  . 
and contemporary l i t e r a t u r e  about yay men and lesb ians  as parents i n  t h e  
m u l t i p l e  con tex ts  w i t h i n  which t h e i r  paren t ing  occurs" (p. x v i ) .  He aims t o  
prove t h a t  t h e  " soc ia l  u n i t s  formed by gay men and lesb ians  ... meet every 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o r  c r i t e r i o n  es tab l i shed  t o  be ' a  fami ly" '  (p. xv) .  Taken 
together ,  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r l y  essays on f a m i l y  dynamics, psychosocia l  
development o f  ch i ld ren ,  a1 t e r n a t i v e  fam i l y  forms i n c l u d i n g  adopt ion and 
f o s t e r  parent ing,  and 1 egal and counsel ing issues p a i n t s  a p i c t u r e  of r a t h e r  
o r d i n a r y  f a m i l y  l i f e ,  p a r t  o f  "a un i ve rsa l  t h a t  i s  no t  bounded by sexual 
o r i e n t a t i o n  nor by s o c i e t y ' s  r i g i d  sex r o l e  assignments and stereotypes"  (p. 
235). 

For  t h e  more than t e n  m i l l i o n  lesb ians  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Un i ted  Sta tes  today, 
t h e  b a t t l e s  f o r  c h i l d  custody and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and s o c i e t a l  sanct ions o f  
t h e i r  motherhood a re  bu t  one dimension o f  t h e  meaning o f  fami ly .  
Conf ron ta t ions  w i t h  parents,  confus ion i n  t h e  face o f  complex deci  s ions  
rega rd ing  whether t o  become a mother ( through pregnancy, adoption, f o s t e r  o r  
co-parent ing) ,  t h e  revo lu t i ona ry  process o f  c r e a t i n g  fam i l y  f rom r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  one o r  more o t h e r  women, a l l  converge i n  t h e  nexus o f  l e s b i a n  f a m i l i e s .  



Although v i l i f i e d  by t h e  "pro- fami ly"  R igh t  as being i n h e r e n t l y  " a n t i -  
fami ly , "  lesb ians  cont inue t o  push t h e  convent ional boundaries of f am i l y  
d e f i n i t i o n  and experience. More than ever before, lesb ians  are  consciously  
and openly choosing ch i l d ren .  While some may ques t ion  what might seem t o  be a 
p r o n a t a l i s t  rush t o  motherhood (a recent  FC rev iew o f  t h e  j ou rna l  Gossi + an a r t i c l e  about " l esb ian  fem in i s t s  and tG great  baby con ' ) ,  o thers  ce eb ra te  
t h e  new v a l i d a t i o n ,  opt ions, and support  o f f e r e d  t o  lesb ians  who a r e  o r  hope 
t o  be mothers. Consider ing Parenthood: A Workbook f o r  Lesbians and G a y  
Pa ren t i n  bo th  p rov ide  use fu l  guidance and i n fo rma t i on  on becoming a paren t  as d as t h e  chanqes, issues, and c o n f l i c t s  t h i s  new s t a t u s  may provoke. 
Consider ing ~ a r e n t h o o d  o f f e r s  a pragmatic, "workbook" approach t o  e x p l o r i n g  
and examining both t h e  emotional and p o l i t i c a l  dimensions o f  choosing t o  have 
( o r  adopt o r  f o s t e r  o r  coparent) a c h i l d .  

Th is  p o l i t i c a l  dimension i s  f u r t h e r  a r t i c u l a t e d  throuqh t h e  voices o f  
many lesb ians  i n  P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  Heart :  A Lesbian pa ren t i ng  Anthology, which 
at tempts " t o  separate romantic ism from r e a l i t y  , f a c t  f rom myth." ~ a t % e r  t han  
emphasizing t h e  s imi  1 a r i  t i e s  between l esb ian  and heterosexual motherhood ( i n  
an e f f o r t  t o  reassure and "homogenize"), many authors i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  
con f ron t  and ce leb ra te  t h e  complex d i f fe rences .  Even more impor tan t l y ,  they  

4 p lace  t h e i r  ana l ys i s  w i t h i n  t h e  contex t  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  motherhood, 
r e c a l l i n g  t h e  prob lemat ic  framework f i r s t  descr ibed by Adrienne Rich and 
acknowledging t h a t  t he  s imple f a c t  o f  be ing  l esb ian  does no t  p rov ide  some s o r t  
o f  magical escape from t h i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  cons t ruc t .  

P o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  Hear t  does no t  shy away from asking t h e  tough quest ions:  
What about mothers' doubts, ambivalences, even resentments towards t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ?  I s  motherhood necessa r i l y  a good choice fo r  a l esb ian?  And i t  
t a c k l e s  t h e  p a i n f u l  issues surrounding t h e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  mothers i n  t h e  l e s b i a n  
community and the mothers'  sense o f  dual., and o f t e n  d u e l l i n g ,  i d e n t i t i e s .  

I n  s e l e c t t n g  her  t i t l e ,  We Are ' ~ v e r ~ w h e r e ,  H a r r i e t  A1 p e r t  r e f l e c t s  bo th  
t h e  comfo r t i ng  connect ions and t h e  r i c h  d i v e r s i t y  among l esb ian  mothers. 
Through essays and f i c t i o n ,  t h i  r ty-seven Black, ,White, Hispanic, and Asian 

. 
women vo ice  t h e  r i s k s ,  chal lenges, pain, and j o y  they  experience as l e s b i a n  
mothers -- "women w i  t h  ch i l d ren ,  l o v i n g ,  che r i sh ing  and somehow making t h e i r  
l i v e s  w i t h  women" (p.5). The i r  1 i ves  combine t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  and l e s b i a n  
i d e n t i  t i e s  i n  a courageous and h e a r t f e l t  expansion o f  f a m i l y  d e f i n i t i o n s  and 
experience. 

Quest ions o f  i d e n t i t y  o f t e n  are  i n t i m a t e l y  connected t o  re1 a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  our  b i o l o g i c a l  f a m i l i e s .  Many lesb ians  have w r i t t e n  about t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  coming out  and, espec ia l l y ,  d i s c l o s i n g  t h e i  r l e s b i a n  
i d e n t i  t i e s  t o  parents.  Three recent  books approach t h i s  dynamic from t h e  
pa ren ts '  v iewpoint .  Beyond Acceptance: Parents o f  Lesbians and Gays Talk 
About Thei r Experiences inc ludes  repo r t s  from twenty- three parents i nvo l ved  i n  
t h e  na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i on  Parents and Fr iends o f  Lesbians and Gays. I n  
i n d i v i d u a l  voices informed by wide and t h o u g h t f u l  reading, they  descr ibe how 
they  "have wres t l ed  w i t h  t h e  personal and c u l t u r a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  fac t  
t h a t  we are  parents o f  gay o r  l esb ian  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n "  (p. x i ) ,  reaching beyond 
acceptance t o  personal t rans format i  on. 



The hopefu l  t one  o f  Beyond Acceptance f i n d s  a ho l low echo i n  Parents 
Ma t te r :  Parents '  Re la t ionsh ips  w i t h  Lesbian Daughters and Gay S o n s T a n  
odd m i x t u r e  o f  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s tudy (complete w i t h  p i e  graphs and 
ques t ionna i res )  , quotat ions,  and cartoons, Mu1 l e r  cons t ruc t s  her  argument 
based on t h e  responses o f  s ix ty-one lesb ians  and gays and o n l y  t e n  parents.  
She c la ims t h a t  a l though sex r o l e s  impinge on bo th  daughter-parent and son- 
paren t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  u l t i m a t e l y  gay men may a n t i c i p a t e  more p o s i t i v e  
connect ions and support. The twen ty - f i ve  mothers who c o n t r i b u t e  t o  D i f f e r e n t  
Daughters: A Book By Mothers o f  Lesbians do not  p ro fess  p e r f e c t  r appo r t  w i t h  
t h e i r  l e s b i a n  daughters. They s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e i r  anger, fear ,  confus ion,  
shame, and den ia l .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  perce ived stigma o f  be ing t h e  mother o f  a 
l e s b i a n  prompts over h a l f  o f  them t o  use pseudonyms here. Represent ing a 
broad spectrum o f  race, r e l i g i o n ,  c lass ,  and circumstance, some o f  these 
mothers express c a r e f u l l y  taught  p re jud ices ,  bu t  most a f f i r m  t h e i r  daughters '  
l e s b i a n  i d e n t i  t i e s  and ex is tence  and o f f e r  compel 1 i ng appeals f o r  
r e c o n c i l  i a t i o n .  A l l  t h r e e  t i t l e s  p rov ide  resource 1 i s t s  o f  o rgan i za t i ons  and 
pub1 i c a t i o n s  f o r  parents  d e s i r i n g  more in fo rmat ion .  

The h i g h l y  acclaimed anthology Lesbian Psychologies: Exp lo ra t i ons  and 
Cha l len  es makes m u l t i p l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  our understanding o f  l e s b i a n  

, 7r-5- am1 i e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  addressing mother-daughter dynamics, couple in t imacy ,  
c h i l d - r e a r i n g  a t t i t u d e s  o f  Black l e s b i a n  mothers, and t h e  process o f  
' b u i l d i n g '  fami ly .  Al though they a re  c e r t a i n l y  p o s i t i v e  i n  t one  and i n t e n t ,  
many o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  a l s o  underscore t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of 
m a i n t a i n i n g  l o v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  a negat ive,  v i o l e n t  c u l t u r e .  

Taking a more s p e c i f i c  focus, two l e s b i a n  t h e r a p i s t s  have w r i t t e n  t h e  
f i r s t  gu ide t o  l o v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  lesb ians ,  Lesbian Couples. Th i s  
comprehensive and r e a l i s t i c  t rea tment  exp lo res  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  stages of 
l e s b i a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  (romance, c o n f l i c t ,  commitment, and c o l l a b o r a t i o n )  and 
exami nes p o t e n t i a l  l y  t roublesome i ssues -- separateness and togetherness ; 
1 i v i n g  arrangements; money, work, and t ime;  sex; ch i l d ren .  The book i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  noteworthy f o r  i t s  d iscuss ions o f  race and c l ass  d i f f e r e n c e s ;  
problems encountered when one o r  bo th  par tners  a r e  recover ing  from a l coho l ,  
substance, o r  sexual abuse; t h e  impact o f  d i s a b i l i t y  and ch ron i c  i l l n e s s  on 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  and yrowi ng o l d e r  toge ther .  Sel f -he lp,  problem-solv i  ng 
sec t i ons  a1 so p rov ide  guidance i n  understanding each o ther ,  r eso l  v i  ng 
c o n f l i c t  , ending re1 a t i onsh ips ,  and beginning new ones. 

Lesbian break-ups o f t e n  l e a d  t o  deeper f r i endsh ips .  Indeed, l e s b i a n  
f a m i l i e s  may be unique i n  t h e i r  f requent  i n c l u s i o n  o f  former pa r tne rs  i n t o  t h e  
changing fami ly .  Unbroken Ties: Lesbian Ex-Lovers, for thcoming from Alyson, 
promises i n s i g h t s  i n t o  these a l t e r n a t i v e  f a m i l i e s  and s o c i a l  networks c rea ted  
by l esb ians  who, embracing t h e  pas t  w i t h i n  t h e  present  and fu tu re ,  f u r t h e r  
cha l  lenge convent ions o f  f a m i l y  composit ion and dynamics. 

The u top ian  fami ly  v i s i o n  enjoyed by some, perhaps even many lesb ians ,  
however, must no t  b l i n d  us t o  o the r  r e a l i t i e s .  Viewing l e s b i a n  f a m i l i e s  
w i t h o u t  b l i n d e r s  leads t o  t h e  p a i n f u l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  phys ica l  and emotional 
abuse i n  even these f a m i l i e s .  ' Naming t h e  Vio lence:  speaking Out About Lesbian 
B a t t e r i n a  d e f i e s  t h e  den ia l  o f  v i o l ence  between women. Whi le i t  fa1 1s s h o r t  
-ing ana l ys i s  o f  l e s b i a n  b a t t e r i n g  and i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i t  takes  
impo r tan t  f i r s t  steps: g i v i n g  vo ice  t o  t h e  experience, des t roy ing  myths and 



s tereo types  about who b a t t e r s  and why, making l i n k s  t o  homophobia (ex te rna l  
and i n t e r n a l ) ,  and marshal 1  i n g  community resources t o  t a c k l e  t h e  problem. 

These books c o n t r i  bu t@ t o  t h e  inc reas ing  v i  s i  b i  1  i t y  o f  l esb ian  fami 1  i es ,  
our  s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f fe rences ,  our acute pa in  and e x h i l a r a t i n g  joys.  Yet 
many people s t i l l  assume t h a t  l esb ian  f a m i l i e s  are some s o r t  o f  new phenomena, 
a  product  o f  t h e  contemporary ' 1  i bera t i on '  o f  women o r  advanced rep roduc t i ve  
technologies.  A r e f r e s h i n g  a n t i d o t e  t o  t h i s  a h i s t o r i c a l  assumption i s  o f fe red  
by a t  l e a s t  one new biography. Par tner  and I: Mol ly  Dewson, Feminism, and New 
Deal Pol i t i c s  incorpora tes  Dewson's f i f t y - t w o  year  pa r tne rsh ip  w i t h  P o l l y  
m n  ana l ys i s  o f  her  successful  career  i n  Democratic ~ o l i t l c s .  
demonstrat ing t h i s  woman-centered fam i l y  t o  be a  c e n t r a l  m o t i v a t i o n  and' 
resource f o r  her  f e m i n i s t  act iv ism. 

Photographs of Dewson and Po r te r  inc luded i n  t h e  volume g i v e  t h e  reader 
an enhanced app rec ia t i on  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and t h e i r  1  i f e  together ,  which 
" revo lved p r i m a r i l y  around o ther  women." We get  t h e  same unique i n s i g h t  i n t o  
contemporary l e s b i a n  f a m i l i e s .  w i t h  and w i thou t  ch i l d ren .  from many o f  t h e  

i nc luded  i n  A Lesbi an Photo A1 bum: The L i v e s - o f  Seven i e s b i  an 
Feminis ts  and Making A Way: Lesbians Out Front.  Through t h e  t a l e n t  and v i s i o n  
o f  Cathy Cade and JtB, we are  a l lowed marvelous personal ql impes o f  l esb ians  
w i t h  t h e i r  parents,  t h e i r  l i f e - p a r t n e r s ,  t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  t h e i r  pets, t h e i r  
f r i e n d s .  

It i s  ev ident  from many o f  these t i t l e s  t h a t  l esb ian  f r i endsh ips  o f t e n  
p rov ide  t h e  same support and sustenance as f ami 1  i e s  do f o r  heterosexual s  ; 
indeed they  can be even more in t imate ,  more susta in ing,  more enduring. Thus 
we r e t u r n  f u l l  c i r c l e  t o  Dworkin's d e f i n i t i o n  and cannot he lp  bu t  be s t ruck  by 
t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  l esb ian  l i v e s  and choices are cha l l eng ing  a l l  
convent ional  no t ions  o f  f am i l y .  I n  so doing, they  may we l l  o f f e r  models o f  
t r ans fo rma t i on  whose b e n e f i t s  cou ld  extend f a r  beyond the  l e s b i a n  community. 

--Joan A r i e l  
\ 

[Joan A r i e l  i s  Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
I r v i ne . ]  



RETHINKING DEVELOPMENT THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Kumari Jayawardena, Feminism and Nat iona l i sm i n  t h e  T h i r d  World. New Jersey: 
Zed Books, 1986. 275p. b i b l .  index. $35.00, ISBN 0-86232-264-2; pap., 
$12.95, ISBN 0-86232-265-0. 

G i t a  Sen and Caren Grown f o r  DAWN (Development A l t e r n a t i v e s  w i t h  Women f o r  a 
New Era), Devel opment, Crises, and A l t e r n a t i v e  Vis ions:  Thi r d  World Women's 
Pers e c t i v e s  . New Delh i ,  I nd ia :  ; New York: Monthly Review & . b i b l .  $23.00, ISBN?!i.3:?:18-2; pap., $7.50, ISBN O- 
85345-717-4. 

This  i s  an unusual p a i r i n g  o f  books -- one a work o f  s o c i a l  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i  s to ry ,  t h e  o the r  a p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  statement -- but  they  a re  
c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  i n  a number o f  impor tant  ways. Indeed, i t  i s  f a i r  t o  say t h a t  
t h e  events and ideas so c a r e f u l  l y  descr ibed i n  t h e  Jayawardena volume a r e  
fundamental t o  t h e  arguments i n  Sen and Grown. 

Jayawardena has w r i t t e n  a h i s t o r y  o f  f e m i n i s t  s t rugg les  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
n ine teen th  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu r i es  i n  a r a t h e r  wide range o f  Eastern 
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coun t r i es :  Egypt, I ran ,  Turkey, S r i  Lanka, China, Japan, Korea, t h e  
Ph i l i pp ines ,  Vietnam, Indonesia, and Afghanistan. One o f  her  goals i s  t o  
demonstrate t h a t  ' 'feminism was no t  [emphasis i n  o r i g i n a l ]  imposed on t h e  T h i r d  
World by t h e  West, b u t  r a t h e r  that h i s t o r i c a l  circumstances produced important  
ma te r i a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  changes t h a t  a f f e c t e d  women, even though t h e  impact 
o f  imper ia l  ism and Western thought was admi t ted ly  among t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
elements i n  these h i s t o r i c a l  c i  rcumstances" (p. 2). 

One o f  her  major  p o i n t s  i s  t h a t  f e m i n i s t  s t rugg les  were undertaken w i t h i n  
t h e  framework o f  l a r g e r  n a t i o n a l i s t  s t rugg les  against  i m p e r i a l i s t  regimes i n  
t h e  coun t r i es  under  d iscussion,  a f a c t  which bo th  strengthened and weakened 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  f em in i  sm. The s t reng th  grew d i r e c t l y  from feminism's 1 oca t i on  
w i t h i n  t h e  context  o f  nat ional ism, a l o c a t i o h  which o f t e n  meant s i g n i f i c a n t  . 
male support  f o r  (o r ,  indeed, i n i t i a t i o n  o f )  s t rugg les  f o r  such women's r i y h t s  
as educat ion, p roper ty  ownership, and suf f rage.  I n s o f a r  as n a t i o n a l i s t  
s t rugg les  e i t h C r  urged a r e t u r n  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  soc ia l  p r a c t i c e s  and/or t r i e d  
t o  f o r c e  Asian women i n t o  t h e  nominal ly  submissive behaviors o f  V i c t o r i a n  
female r o l e  models, they  v i t i a t e d  f e m i n i s t  s t rugg les  f o r  freedom from 
oppress ive s o c i a l  norms. Jayawardena i s  f rank  t o  say t h a t  t h e  f e m i n i s t  
movements she has analyzed tended t o  focus on such p o l i t i c a l  issues as 
educat ion  and su f f rage  r a t h e r  than on women's cont inued subord ina t ion  w i t h i n  
f a m i l y  s t ruc tu res .  

She i s  a l s o  very f rank  about t h e  sa l ience o f  economic c l a s s  i ssues  w i t h i n  
femi n i  s t  (and n a t i o n a l i s t )  movements. I n  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  movements, t h e  
bou rgeo i s ie  of each country  p layed a major  ro le .  I n  some coun t r i es  they 
reached ou t  t o  t h e  masses o f  peasants and i n d u s t r i a l  workers; i n  o the rs  t hey  
d i d  not. Femin is t  movements i n  bo th  instances, however, focused on issues  o f  
g rea te r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  bourgeois women than t o  those of o t h e r  classes, even 
when working c lass  women had some nominal involvement i n  t h e  movements. 



Moving w i t h  g rea t  f a c i l i t y  amid a bew i l de r i ng  range o f  na t i ona l  
resources, Jayawardena c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h r e e  st rands o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  
movements i n  these coun t r i es  which have s i g n i f i c a n t  para1 l e l  s  i n  Western 
experience: t h e  push f o r  women's educat ion; t h e  enormous importance o f  women's 
o rgan iza t ions  i n  empowerment o f  female leaders;  and t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
women's suf f rage.  O f  educat ion she notes t h a t  i t  "sets i t s  own momentum f o r  
expanding and deepening" (p.160); i n  every country  analyzed i t became a 
r e l e n t l e s s  fo rce  f o r  modernizat ion. She i d e n t i f i e s  " the  emergence of 
autonomous women's o rgan iza t ions  and assoc ia t ions  o f  women l i n k e d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  
groups" as " the  most important  devel opment i n  Asian femin i  sm d u r i  ng [ t h i  s ]  
per iodn (p.22) ; h i s t o r i a n s  o f  women's o rgan iza t ions  i n  t h e  Un i ted  States 
(e.g., Karen B l a i r ,  Anne F i  r o r  Scot t ,  and Gerda Lerner )  would c e r t a i n l y  agree. 
The f i e r c e  s t rugg les ,  o f t e n  p r o t r a c t e d  over generat ions, t h a t  Asian women 
mounted i n  t h e i r  des i re  f o r  t h e  s u f f r a g e  (see pp. 163-65 f o r  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
example i n  which t h e  U.S. p layed a l e s s  than e n t h u s i a s t i c  r o l e )  have d i r e c t  
p a r a l l e l s  i n  t h e  American and B r i t i s h  experiences; women o f  every p lace  and 
t i m e  c l e a r l y  perce ive  t h e  fundamental s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t .  

Jayawardena begins from a broad d e f i n i t i o n  o f  feminism as embodying 
s t rugg les  both f o r  e q u a l i t y  w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  soc ia l  systems and f o r  t h e  

, overthrow o f  those systems. She i n s i s t s  throughout,  however, on t h e  s p e c i f i c  
n a t i o n a l  charac ter  o f  f e m i n i s t  movements. Sen and Grown concur on bo th  
counts, a l though t h e i r  focus i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom Jayawardenals. They 
speak f o r  and on beha l f  o f  DAWN - a group o f  women from developing coun t r i es  
(on l y  f o u r  o f  t he  twenty-two Advisory Committee Members a re  from t h e  U.S. and 
Europe) committed t o  a new d e f i n i t i o n  o f  economic and soc ia l  development, one 
which emphasizes processes o f  rea l  b e n e f i t  t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  developing 
count r ies ,  speci f i c a l  l y  i n c l u d i n g  women. 

The i r  book reviews recent  experiences o f  economic development t o  
demonstrate negat ive  impacts on women: "The almost un i fo rm conc lus ion  o f  [a 
decade o f ]  research i s  t h a t  . . . women's r e l a t i v e  access t o  economic 
resources, incomes, and employment has worsened, t h e i r  burdens o f  work have 
increased, and t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  and even absolute heal th ,  n u t r i t i o n a l  , and 
educat ional  s t a t u s  has dec l ined"  (p. 21). The authors then analyze t h e  
s p e c i f i c  impacts on the  s t a t u s  o f  women o f  four cu r ren t  systemic " c r i ses " :  t h e  
food- fuel  -water c r i s i s ;  t h e  balance o f  payments and debt c r i s i s ;  
m i l i t a r i z a t i o n  and v io lence;  and a " c r i s i s  o f  c u l t u r e "  which inc ludes  t h e  dark 
fo rces  o f  na t i ona l  chauvinism, rac ism and sexism. 

F i n a l l y ,  Sen and Grown focus t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  f u t u r e ,  on a set  o f  > 
" a l t e r n a t i v e  v is ions ,  s t r a t e g i e s  and methods" (p. 71)  -- v i s i o n s  o f  what 
s o c i e t y  cou ld  be, p lans f o r  g e t t i n g  there,  and methods o f  " a c t u a l i z i n g  our  
v i s i o n s  and s t r a t e g i e s  through t h e  empowerment o f  i n d i v i d u a l  women and t h e i r  
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organ iza t ions"  (p.  72). The essence o f  t h e i r  i dea l  i s  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  
pover ty  and gender subord ina t ion  so t h a t  women become " f u l l  and equal 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h  men a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t a l  l i f e "  (p. 72). They d iscuss  
bo th  shor t -  and long-term approaches which chal lenge p r e v a i l i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  and 
inc rease t h e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  governments f o r  t h e i r  economic and s o c i a l  
dec is ions ;  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  task i s  an enormous one, and t h a t  success 
depends on a combinat ion o f  p o l i t i c a l  mobi l i z a t i o n ,  changes i n  l e g a l  codes, 
consciousness r a i s i n g ,  and popular  education. Organizat ional  empowerment o f  
women i s  addressed, bu t  r a t h e r  negat ive ly ,  i n  a l ong  ca ta log  o f  t ypes  o f  



women's organizat ions and t h e  weaknesses o f  each, w i t h  a  f i n a l  c a l l  f o r  l o c a l  
so lu t i ons  t o  the  problems i d e n t i f i e d .  

The book i s  a  provocat ive one. It d i r e c t l y  challenges t r a d i t i o n a l  
assumptions about economic development -- e. t h a t  i t  " i s  i n h e r e n t l y  benign 
t o  t h e  people . . . o f  Thi r d  World countriesi*tp. 12). It argues t h a t  many o f  
t h e  issues ra ised are as s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  developed as t o  developing count r ies ,  
and p o i n t s  t o  the  femin iza t ion  of poverty i n  the  U.S. and Europe as a  s p e c i f i c  
example. Unfor tunate ly ,  i t  does not  f u l l y  l i v e  up t o  i t s  promise; i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  recommendations f o r  change are  t o o  general and vague t o  
th rea ten  even the  most r o c k - r i  bbed male bureaucrat. 

Nevertheless, Development, Crises and A l t e r n a t i v e  Vis ions i s  an important  
book. Extremely we l l  w r i t t e n  and very s o l i d l y  wounded i n  both economics and - - 
knowledge o f  cu r ren t  development t r e d s ,  i t  represents t h e  f i r s t  attempt I 
know o f  by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  group o f  women scholars and a c t i v i s t s  t o  r e t h i n k  
development theory and prac t ice .  Perhaps i t  i s  too  much t o  expect t h a t  such a  
beginning w i l l  be per fec t .  On t h e  o ther  hand, i t  i s  hard no t  t o  be 
d isappointed when we have both t h e  evidence o f  Jayawardena t h a t  generat ions o f  
women i n  Th i rd  World count r ies  have been t h i n k i n g  about and debating issues o f  

, na t iona l  development and economic s t ruc tu res  and t h e i r  impacts on women, and 
t h e  cha l leng ing i n s i g h t s  o f  t he  f i r s t  sect ions o f  Sen and Grown themselves. I 
look forward t o  more h i s t o r i c a l  i n s i g h t s  from and more p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i z i n g  
f o r  change by Th i rd  World women. 

-- Jane B. Knowles 

[Jane B. Knowles i s  Assistant  D i  r e c t o r  o f  I n te rna t iona l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Programs 
and t h e  Land Tenure Center a t  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison.] 

NEW REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES AND MOTHERHOOD 

Gena Corea e t  a1 . Man-Made Women: How New Reproductive Technologies Af fec t  
Women. Bloomi ngton and Ind ianapo l is :  Indiana Un ive rs i t y  Press, 198/. 109p. 
6i6TT $20.00, ISBN 0-253-33616-3; pap., $6.95, ISBN 0-253-20450-X. LC 87- 
3656. 

P a t r i c i a  Spal lone and Deborah Lynn Steinberg, eds. Made t o  Order: The Yyth o f  
Reproduct ive and Genetic Progress. New York: Pergamon Press, 1987. ZSbp. 
b i b l .  index. $34.01, ISBN 0-08-034954-4; pap., $16.95, ISBN 0-08-034953-6. 

During i t s  ea r l y  years, t h e  cur rent  women's movement i n  t h e  Uni ted States 
presented a  sharp c r i t i q u e  o f  motherhood. The emphasis was f o r  women t o  
exp lo re  themsel ves as independent, s e l f  -determined beings, separate from such 
r o l e s  as w i f e  o r  mother. Recently, motherhood has been reva lo r i zed  among 
femin is ts ,  and t h e  pleasures o f  bear ing and rea r ing  c h i l d r e n  are now i n  t h e  
f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  discourse on motherhood. Medicine and technology 
are  a l s o  present ing women w i th  new reproduct ive opt ions. The quest ion i s  
whether o r  not t h i s  technology i s  "good" f o r  women. 



Some femi n i  s t s  have begun t o  exami ne these New Reproduct i ve Technol og i  es 
(NRTs) and t o  i ssue warnings. The key problem as presented by t h e  authors i n  
Made t o  Order: The Myth o f  Reproduct ive and Genet ic Progress and Man-Made 
komen: How New Reproduct ive Technologies A f f e c t  Women i s  t h a t  s u c h  
t e c h n o l o ~ i e s .  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  medical profess ion.  w i l l  t ake  c o n t r o l  over  
concept ion and reproduc t ion  away from womeh. ~ c c o r d j n ~  t o  Ja lna  Hanmer i n  
Man-Made Women, "Reproduct ive techno1 ogies remove t h e  l a s t  woman-centred 
process from us" (p.96). Elsewhere she asks, " I f  they take  reproduc t ion  from 
us, what do they  want next?" (p.106). 

The term "new reproduc t ive  techno log ies"  i s  used i n  bo th  books t o  
descr ibe  a range o f  p rac t i ces ,  i n c l u d i n g  " i n  v i t r o "  f e r t i l i z a t i o n ,  a r t i f i c i a l  
insemi na t ion ,  sur rogate  motherhood, sex s e l e c t i o n  ( p r i o r  t o  concept ion),  and 
sex de termina t ion  ( a f t e r  concept ion) .  Yet some o f  these techniques a r e  
n e i t h e r  "new" nor  very " techno log ica l  .I' A r t i f i c i  a1 insemi nat ion,  f o r  example, 
has been success fu l l y  performed on women s ince  t h e  l a t e  e igh teenth  century,  
and requ i res  no th ing  more than a sy r inge and sperm. Sex choice, on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, i s  r e l a t i v e l y  new and s t i l l  i n  t h e  experimental stages. Several authors 
i n  Man-Made Women exp lo re  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  choosing t h e  sex o f  one's baby, 
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  s o c i e t i e s  i n  which preference f o r  f i  r s t - b o r n  sons domi nates. 
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Although both books are c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  essays drawn from conferences i n  
Europe, a subs tan t i a l  number o f  w r i t e r s  a re  Nor th American. Man-Made Women 
grew ou t  of a 1984 conference on women h e l d  i n  Ho l l  and, s p e c i t l c a  l l y  t rom t h e  
panel p resenta t ions  on "The Death o f  t h e  Female." The panel r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
format ion of t h e  Feminis t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Network on t h e  New Reproduct ive 
Technologies (FINNRET). A yea r  l a t e r ,  t h e  o rgan i za t i on  was renamed t h e  
Feminis t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Network o f  Resistance t o  Reproduct ive and Genet ic  
Engineer ing (FINNRAGE). Many chapters i n  Made t o  Order were o r i g i n a l  l y  papers 
presented a t  FINNRAGE' s 1985 "Women's Emergency Conference on t h e  New 
Reproduct ive Technol og ies"  he1 d i n  Sweden. Both books present  p o s i t i o n s  
s i m i l a r  t o  those o f  Gena Corea i n    he' Mother Machine (1 )  and R i t a  A r d i t t i ,  
Renate D u e l l i  K l e i n  and She l ley  Minden i n  lest,-Tube Women (2). The unde r l y i ng  
messase i s  t h a t  t h e  new reproduc t ive  3echno loq ies  oromote new t w e s  of female 
v i  c t i i i z a t i o n  and violence'  against  women.  he authors see t h e  N k ~ s  
predominant ly  as means o f  soc ia l  c o n t r o l  and medical i z a t i o n  o f  women's bodies, 
and not, as doctors have argued, as at tempts t o  a i d  i n f e r t i l e  women. 

I n  Brought t o  Bed: Ch i ldbear ing  i n  America, 1750-1950 ( 3 ) ,  Judy L e a v i t t  
demonstrates now women h i s t o r i c a l l y  have no t  been mere v i c t i m s  a t  t h e  hands o f  
medicine. For example, women aided physic ians i n  med ica l i z i ng  c h i l d b i r t h  by 
making dec is ions  they saw as most b e n e f i c i a l  a t  t h e  t ime.  Women were no t  
s imp ly  coerced i n t o  l eav ing  t h e i r  homes f o r  h o s p i t a l  b i r t h s ,  bu t  chose t o  do 
so i n  t h e i r  a c t i v e  search fo r  l ess  pa in  and lower r i s k  o f  d e b i l i t y  o r  death. 
S i m i l a r l y ,  I b e l i e v e  some women w i t h  i n f e r t i l i t y  problems today are  a t t r a c t e d  
t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  motherhood o f f e r e d  by t h e  NRTs and see t h e  
techno log ies  t o  be i n  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  We need t o  keep i n  mind t h e  
comp lex i t i es  i n  t h e  i ssue  o f  c o n t r o l  over reproduc t ion  and t o  cons ider  how 
women have chal lenged t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed on t h e i r  l i v e s .  We must ge t  
away f rom a v i c t i m i z a t i o n  model and see why women have made and a re  making 
p a r t i c u l a r  dec is ions.  



Linda Gordon has recen t l y  pointed out t h e  important r o l e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  
system i n  determining outcomes for  women i n  these reproduct ive debates. (4 )  
Gordon reminds us t h a t  t he  development and use o f  reproduct ive technologies i s  
i n  pa r t  a r e s u l t  o f  women's increased autonomy and a response t o  t h e  demands 
o f  the i n f e r t i l e ,  who present ly  account f o r  about one i n  s i x  heterosexual 
couples. More questions must be asked about t h e  h igh ra tes  o f  i n f e r t i l i t y  
because i n  some cases medical treatment i t s e l f  may have been t h e  cause. Some 
i n f e r t i l i t y  problems have been a t t r i b u t e d  t o  women's use o f  DES 
( d i e t h y l s t i l b e s t r o l  -- a syn the t i c  hormone prescr ibed i n  t h e  1950's and 1960's 
t o  prevent miscarr iage) o r  t h e  IUD, as wel l  as t o  exposure t o  i n d u s t r i a l  and 
environmental hazards. 

Made t o  Order and Man-Made Women both remind us o f  how much power and 
a u t h o r i t y  our soc ie ty  grants t h e  medical profession.  Such con t ro l  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  v i s i b l e  when i t  comes t o  decis ions about who should have access t o  
many NRTs. For example, doctors have a great  deal of say about who w i l l  
rece ive  a r t i f i c i a l  inseminat ion from sperm banks ( o f t e n  c a l l e d  AID -- 
a r t i f i c i a l  inseminat ion by donor). For women unable t o  obta in  sperm from 
sympathetic males o r  who des i re  an unknown donor, sperm banks are an idea l  
so lu t i on .  (5 )  Unfor tunate ly ,  as both books show, most c l i n i c s  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  

A women must be marr ied and o f ten  t h a t  they meet c e r t a i n  income requirements. 
Here a t  the  Un ivers i  t y  o f  Wisconsin C l i n i c  the  married-women-only pol i c y  
remains, thus excluding lesb ians  ( s i n g l e  and i n  couples) and unmarried, 
heterosexual women. Such a p o l i c y  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  a t  odds w i t h  our s t a t e  gay 
and lesb ian  r i g h t s  law, which p r o h i b i t s  d i sc r im ina t ion  on t h e  basis o f  sexual 
preference. I n  general, doctors use the  "wel l -being o f  t he  c h i l d "  argument as 
the  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  such d l  scr iminatory  prac t ices .  However, many women have 
q u i t e  e a s i l y  performed t h e  technique wi thout  t h e  a i d  o f  experts. A r t i f i c i a l  
inseminat ion i s  an example o f  why i t i s  too  s i m p l i s t i c  t o  p o i n t  t o  NRTs as 
v i c t i m i z i n g  women, s ince many women have used the  technology t o  take c o n t r o l  
over t h e i r  reproduct ive capac i t ies .  

Another type o f  reproduct ive technology discussed i n  these books i s  " i n  
v i t r o "  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  (IVF), t h e  j o i n i n g  o f  egg and sperm outs ide  t h e  woman's . 
body. The f i r s t  IVF baby was born i n  B r i t a i n  i n  1978, and as o f  1984, one 
hundred babies i n  t h e  Uni ted States had been born f o l l o w i n g  conception w i t h  
t h i s  method. (6) IVF has a lso been performed exc lus i ve l y  on marr ied women, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  those w i th  the  f i n a n c i a l  resources t o  pay between $3000 and $8000 
per  t r y .  Most insurance p o l i c i e s  do not cover the  cost, and a woman must 
usua l l y  commit h e r s e l f  t o  th ree t r i e s .  Her chance o f  having a c h i l d  a t  t h e  
end o f  i t  a11 i s  only 0-20 percent. The fee does not take i n t o  cons idera t ion  
the  cost  o f  t r a v e l  expenses and missed days o f  work, an add i t i ona l  expense 
s ince most people do not l i v e  near one o f  t h e  c l i n i c s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  IVF. 
Women a lso  face a great  deal o f  s t ress  i n  undergoing the  procedures, which 
i nc lude  hormonal treatments, d i s tens ion  o f  t h e  abdominal wa l l  i n  order  t o  
c o l l e c t  f o l l i c l e s ,  i n s e r t i o n  o f  t h e  embryo a f t e r  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  by t h e  
husband's sperm i n  a labora tory  dish, and a d e l i v e r y  t h a t  o f t e n  i s  
accompl i shed by cesarean sect ion. The posi t i  on1 ng requi  red f o r  embryo 
i n s e r t i o n  alone would be enough t o  discourage me from ever seeking IVF: t h e  
woman i s  s i t u a t e d  face down w i t h  knees t o  her chest and arms over her head, 
w h i l e  her rea r  i s  e levated and her  weight r e s t s  on her e l  bows. This i s  
fo l lowed by f o u r  hours o f  l y i n g  motionless on her  stomach, then two days o f  
bedrest.  



I found i t  d i sappo in t i ng  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r s  i n  Man-Made Women and Made t o  
Order d i d  no t  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  experience o f  work ing-c lass women, l ' e s b i a m  
women o f  c o l o r  i n t o  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  "women" and t h e  new rep roduc t i ve  
techno log ies .  Paying f o r  IVH and h i r i n g  sur roga te  mothers, f o r  example, a r e  
n o t  op t i ons  open t o  most work ing-c lass women, a1 though a r t i f i c i a l  i nsemi n a t i o n  
i s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  access t o  bas ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  about concept ion and t h e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  sperm. Some o f  t h e  w r i t e r s  do warn t h a t  women i n  T h i r d  World > 
coun t r i es  may be e x p l o i t e d  by "technodocs" f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  whi te ,  Western 
women, b u t  they  do not  address t h e  i ssues  f o r  women o f  c o l o r  i n  Western 
coun t r i es .  W i th in  t h e  Un i t ed  States, women o f  c o l o r  have been t h e  most l i k e l y  2 

t o  s u f f e r  f rom t h e  abuse o f  s t e r i l i z a t i o n  procedures by doctors ,  and a t  t h e  
same t i m e  have had t h e  l e a s t  access t o  h e a l t h  care serv ices  and new 
rep roduc t i ve  technologies.  Lesbians o f  whatever r a c i a l l e t h n i c  o r  c l a s s  
background a re  a l s o  l e f t  ou t  o f  t h e  a n a l y t i c  framework o f  b o t h  t e x t s .  

Whi le bo th  o f  these books espouse n e a r l y  t h e  same arguments, t h e r e  a r e  
t w i c e  as many a r t i c l e s  t o  choose from i n  Made t o  Order. Janice Raymond a l s o  
has an impor tan t  p iece ,  " F e t a l i s t s  and Femin is ts :  They a r e  Not t h e  Same," i n  
t h i s  book. On t h e  o the r  hand, t h e  a r t i c l e s  by Robyn Rowland and Ja lna Hanmer 
i n  Man-Made Women l a y  ou t  t h e  general arguments found i n  both books i n  a 

* c l e a r ,  conc ise  manner. For an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  t o p i c ,  t h e i r  work i s  a  
good p lace  t o  s t a r t .  

I t h i n k  we as f e m i n i s t s  must t ake  a c r i t i c a l  stance toward sc ience and 
medicine, e s p e c i a l l y  as i t  a f f e c t s  our bodies and our hea l t h .  However, I a l s o  
be1 i e v e  t h a t  we have an abi 1  i t y  t o  d e f i n e  our own d e s t i n i e s  -- we a re  not  
pass ive  v i c t i m s  w a i t i n g  t o  be pounced upon by "technodocs ," nor  i s  our wo r th  
cen te red  i n  our capac i t y  f o r  r ep roduc t i on  and motherhood. Thus, t o  p r e d i c t  
t h e  "death o f  t h e  female" and t h e  emergence o f  "man-made women" on t h e  grounds 
t h a t  "na tu ra l  " concept ion and rep roduc t i on  a re  essen t i  a1 t o  our  i d e n t i t y  as 
women i s  dangerous. The r e s o l u t i o n  f rom t h e  1985 conference i n  Sweden 
proclaimed, "We c a l l  on women t o  r e s i s t  t h e  take-over  o f  our  bodies f o r  male 
use, f o r  p r o f i t  making, popu la t i on  c o n t r o l  ; med<cal exper imentat ion and 
misogynous science" (Made t o  Order, p.211). As the,success o f  t h e  women's 
h e a l t h  movement i n  t h i s  count ry  c l e a r l y  shows, women a re  q u i t e  capable o f  
speaking up and making changes i n  t h e i r  t rea tment  by t h e  medical p ro fess ion .  
I would add t h a t  women have a 3 h i s t o r y  o f  making choices t o  c o n t r o l  our  
reproduc t ion ,  and we have always found ways t o  c l a i m  power i n  s o c i e t y  d e s p i t e  
t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  we have faced. Now w i l l  be no d i f f e r e n t .  

-- Susan L. Smith 
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