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F R O M  THE EDITORS 
Where do you look f o r  in format ion about women? What femi n i s t  pe r i od i ca l s  

do you regu la r l y  read? Have you used computerized b i b l i og raph i c  databases? 
Which pub l ica t ions from the Women's Studies L i b ra r i an  are  your f a v o r i t e s  -- 
and why? 

Readers o f  Feminist Co l lec t ions w i l l  soon be asked t o  respond t o  a  short  
se r ies  o f  questions about t h e i r  research hab i t s  and in format ion needs. Margo 
Anderson (D i rec to r  o f  the  Center for  Women's Studies, UW-Milwaukee) and I are  
d i r e c t i n g  t h e  study, which i s  funded by t h e  Council on L i b ra r y  Resources. As 
s ta ted i n  our grant proposal, the  p ro j ec t  has two ob jec t ives:  " t o  describe and 
analyze t he  information-seeking behavior and the in format ion needs o f  
researchers i n  the emerging, i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  f ie1  d  o f  women 's  s tud ies  ; and 
t o  gather data on t he  use made by these scholars o f  b i b l i og raph i c  pub l i ca t ions  
produced and disseminated by t h e  Univers i ty  of Wisconsin Women's Studies 
L ibrar ian."  I n  o ther  words, we're planning t o  measure consumer preferences 
regarding our own pub l i ca t ions  wh i le  t ak i ng  a  more general look a t  how and 
where women's studies researchers f i n d  the  fac ts  and mater ia ls  they need. 

Previous s tud ies  have reported on the  use of t h e  publ ished record i n  
es tab l ished d isc ip l i nes ,  but no one, t o  our knowledge, has looked a t  pat terns 
o f  1  i t e r a t u r e  use i n  the  context  o f  cross-dl sc i  p l  i na r y  scholarship. A t  
present, l i b r a r i e s  a re  t r y i n g  t o  meet the  needs o f  users i n  women's studies 
wi thout  a  c lea r  p i c t u r e  o f  what those needs are. Our f ind ings may enable 
1  i b r a r i e s  t o  reassess t h e i r  acqu i s i t i on  po l i c ies ,  t o  reconsider issues of 
b ib1  iograph ic  access, and t o  market t h e i  r co l l ec t i ons  and serv ices more 
e f f e c t i v e l y  t o  c l  i ente le  engaged i n  femin is t  research. The conclusions we 
draw may a lso  be u t i  l i z e d  a t  t he  nat iona l  l e ve l  i n  the  design o f  in format ion 
systems i n  women's studies. 

Closer t o  home, the  r e s u l t s  o f  the sur"ey ' w i l l  have important  e f f e c t s  on 
t h e  work t h a t  I and t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  do. We in tend t o  re-evaluate and 
perhaps rev ise  the  content, frequency, and format o f  t he  pub l i ca t ions  based on 
more accurate knowledge o f  subscriber character1 s t1  cs and preferences. The 
data w l l l  provide g r i s t  f o r  long-range planning and help us t o  make b e t t e r  use 
of 1  im i ted  un i ve r s i t y  resources. 

We're for tunate t h a t  the  subscribers t o  Feminist Co l lec t ions inc lude a  
broad cross-sect ion o f  students, facu l t y ,  1  i brar ians,  un l ve r s i t y  s t a f f ,  school 
teachers, publ ishers, and others ac t i ve  i n  women's causes. We want t o  hear 
from a l l  types of researchers. Please help us i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  -- r e t u r n  t he  
quest ionnaire promptly when i t  appears i n  your m a i l  box l a t e r  t h i s  spring. 
We'l 1  share t he  r esu l t s  w i t h  you i n  a  f u t u re  issue o f  - FC. 

-- S.S. 



PHOTOGRAPHS: 
"WOMAN'S WORK ON THE FARM" 

"Yes, it i s  hard. But, s i s t e r s ,  i t  i s  work t h a t  belongs t o  us. I t i s  
work t h a t ,  i f  not done by us w i l l  never be done a t  a l l .  For man cannot do i t 
-- as f a r  as the fami l y  i s  concerned." J u l i a  C. Dor r 's  words from The 
Household i n  1872 int roduce a t r a v e l i n g  photographic e x h i b i t  ca l  l e d T ~ a n ' S  
Work on the Farm." The images t h a t  f i l l  t h e  e x h i b i t ' s  f i f t e e n  panels conf i rm 
t h e  words: sixteen-person thresh ing crews w a i t i n g  t o  be fed;  a woman chopping 
k ind1 i n g  wood; a .crew hand-picking cucumbers; a c e l l a r  f u l l  o f  canned produce 
i n d i c a t i n g  many hours o f  k i tchen work; a fami l y  going over the  books w i t h  t h e  
county farm supervisor. I ns ide  and outs ide the  home, women's p a r t  i n  t h e  labor  
o f  t h e  r u r a l  l i f e s t y l e  i s  c lear .  

S t a f f  from t h e  ~conograph ic  Co l lec t ions  a t  the Sta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
f i r s t  pu t  together  a photographic exhi  b i t  f o r  t h e  Second Nat ional  Conference 
on American Farm Women he ld  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madi son i n  October 
of 1986. A year  l a t e r ,  a reduced vers ion of  t h e  e x h i b i t  began a t o u r  o f  t h e  
s ta te ,  and w i l l  be on view around Wisconsin f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  1988 and i n t o  
1990. C h r i s t i n e  Schel shorn d i r e c t s  t h e  p ro jec t ,  which was designed by George 
Tal bot  , cura to r  o f  t h e  Visual and Sound Archives. Graduate h i s t o r y  student 
Cathleen Coyle provided much o f  t h e  research f o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i  ve passages 
which accompany the  s i x t y - e i g h t  photographs. The goal, according t o  
Schelshorn, i s  t o  g ive  r u r a l  women around Wisconsin a chance t o  see t h e i r  
h i s t o r y  port rayed and t o  reexamine t h e i r  ro les  i n  society. 

The photographs f a l l  i n t o  s i x  thematic areas: t h e  f a m i l y  farm; t h e  l i v e s  
o f  two i n d i  v idua l  r u r a l  women; women's, work as caregi vers and chore-doers both  
i n s i d e  and outs ide t h e  home; f ie ldwork  a t  home and f o r  h i r e :  shar ing 
experiences w i t h  daughters and o the r  women; an being a c t i v e  farm partners. "a The images span more than a century, from t h e  1 70's t o  t h e  1980's. Among t h e  

- 
more s t r i k i n g  p i c tu res  i s  one o f  t h e  Krueger fami l y  i n  Dodge County i n  1904 -- 

t h r e e  women and two young c h i l d r e n  s i t  amidst p i l e s  o f  cornhusks, toss ing  t h e  
cleaned ears i n t o  a l a rge  washtub i n  the  center  o f  the p i c tu re ,  w h i l e  t h e  male 
farmer tosses more corns ta lks  t o  them f o r  husking. An unnamed, perhaps s i n g l e  
woman farmer appears i n  a ser ies  o f  p i c t u r e s  from about 1900: churning b u t t e r  
( t i t l e d  i n  quaint  handpr int ing,  "Betsy Busied by Bossy's Bu t te r " )  : standing i n  
f r o n t  of a crude l o g  s t r u c t u r e  ("Bossy's Baronia l  Barn"); and others 
comparably t i t l e d .  There's an unoccupied bu t  obviously w o r k - f i l l e d  k i tchen,  
complete w i t h  wood stove, d ry ing  corn, rack f o r  outdoor c lothes,  and assorted 
equipment. A Lac Vieux Desert Chippewa woman parches w i l d  r i c e  i n  a l a r g e  
k e t t l e  over an outdoor wood f i r e .  Mrs. Ly le  Lurvey r i des  the  back o f  a 
t r a c t o r ,  bending t o  p l  ace muskmelon seedlings i n t o  t h e  ground through sheets 
of  black p l a s t i c .  A group o f  women l e a r n  dressmaking s k i l l s  i n  an Extension 
Serv ice c lass  dur ing t h e  1920's. Farmwives p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a meat boycot t  i n  
Madison i n  1973. Many o the r  images po r t ray  t h e  d a i l y  rout ines  and the  r o l e s  
o f  women i n  r u r a l  Wisconsin over the  past century. 



I f  you would l i k e  t o  catch the e x h i b i t  as i t  t r a v e l s  the s ta te ,  here i s  
t he  approximate schedule (subject  t o  va r i a t i on ) :  

To March 30 
A p r i l  4 - May 6 

May 9 - May 30 
June 1 - August 12 
August 19-December 2 
December 8 - January 21, 1989 
January 30 - February 24, 1989 
March 1 - A p r i l  23 

May 22 - J u l y  7 
Ju l y  19 - August 16 
August 25 - October 24 

November 1 - 30 
March 1 - 31, 1990 

, August - ~eptember 

M e r r i l l  H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
Sun P r a i r i e  Publ ic  L i b ra r y  & 
Sun P r a i r i e  H i s t o r i c a l  Museum 
~ e f f e r s o n  H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
Waukesha County Museum, Waukesha 
Chippewa Val l ey  Museum, Eau Clai  r e  
Park F a l l s  Pub l ic  L i b ra r y  
Portage Publ i c L i  brary  
UW-Stevens Poi nt, Museum o f  Natural 
H is to ry  
Mazomanie H i s t o r i ca l  Soci e ty  
Oak Creek H i  s t o r i c a l  Soci e t y  
Wade House, Green Bush, Sheboygan 
County 
West f ie ld  Publ i c  L i  b rary  
McMillan Publ i  c L ibrary ,  Wisconsin 
Rapids 
Pepin County Hi s t o r i c a l  Society 

For more in fo rmat i  on, contact  Chri s t  i n e  Schelshorn a t  t h e  Sta te  Hi s t o r i c a l  
Soci e t y  , 816 Sta te  St., Madi son, W I  53706 (608-262-4807). 

ART AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY COME 
TOGETHER: WOMEN'S ARTISTS' BOOKS 

Pamela Zwehl -Burke and Lesl i e  ~edorchuk,  Women's Autobiographical A r t i s t s '  
Books, A r t  Museum Fine A r t s  Ga l le r ies  and the  Conference Center o f  t h e  Golda 

' 

WL~ brary, Un ivers i ty  o f  WI sconsin-~i lwaukee, kt. 18-Nov. 22, 1987. m 

Exh ib i t i on  catalog. 

Women's Autobiographical A r t i s t s '  Book-s i s  t he  t i t l e  o f  an e x h i b i t i o n  and 
o f  an a r t i s t s '  book t h a t  served as t h e  show's catalog. Both were produced by 
Pamela Zwehl-Burke and L e s l i e  Fedorchuk, a r t i s t s  and a r t  i n s t r u c t o r s  a t  the  
Un ive rs i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Milwaukee. I n  t he  cata log 's  i n t roduc to ry  essay, t h e  
cura tors  b r i e f l y  describe the  juncture  o f  t he  women's a r t  movement, the  
development o f  a r t i s t s '  books, and t he  autobiographical impulse t h a t  brought 
about the exh ib i t .  They note t h a t  i n  ser ious ly  questioning t h e  a r t  
establishment and i t s  exclusion o f  women, the women's a r t  movement has given 
"permission and support i n  important ways t o  forms of a r t  which al lowed f o r  
a r t  t o  func t ion  as a t o o l  o f  c a m u n l c a t i o n . . . ~ ~  content which d i rec ted  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  the issues o f  women's lives..." (p.9). N e w f i n i t i o n s  were 
generated: a r t  could be small-scale, personal, even mass-producible; i t could 

p exp lo re  women's shared experi  ence, remai n independent o f  gal l e r i  es and 
museums, and be more c ra f t - l i ke .  The a r t i s t s '  book, i t s e l f  a newly 
f l o u r i s h i n g  medium over t he  past two decades, has proved a most v i  able, 



chal lenging,  and s t imu la t i ng  form f o r  women's r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  autobiographical  
content. 

What types o f  books are women a r t i s t s  making? Some of  t he  e x h i b i t i o n ' s  
most b e a u t i f u l l y - c r a f t e d  books opened i n  a va r i e t y  o f  accordian forms, 
assembled from handmade paper, s t i t ch i ng ,  and i nse r t s  o f  s t i cks ,  o lde r  p r i n t s ,  
and o ther  mater ia ls.  One o f  the  m s t  stunning, Mary Mea l i f f e ' s  Crescendo, was 
q u i e t l y  and r i c h l y  abstract.  Nevertheless, l i k e  her Black r i n  t ime -- w i t h  
several accordian openings, a small, roughly-sculpted --%d- face r e  , and warm 
A f r i can  colors -- o r  L e i l a  Daw's books o f  imaginary maps and a e r i a l  photos 
i nsc r i  bed w i t h  logs, guides, and observations, Crescendo was a1 so resonant 
w i t h  deeper s t i r r i n g s  o f  personal fantasy and experience. Barbara Tetenbaum 
has mas te r fu l l y  enlarged the  scope o f  the hand-crafted book w i t h  her 
i n t r oduc t i on  both o f  types, p r i n t s ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  and b i nd i  ngs from other  
books and presses and o f  a h i gh l y  personal content. Tetenbaum's Oabecedarium, 
f o r  instance, nuses on both he rse l f  and her  f a t he r  as i t  bu i l ds  on one o f  t he  
l a t t e r ' s  t e x t s  f o r  t he  Atomic Energy Commission. Father and her i tage a lso  
i nspi red Mary Ti ng 's  s t r i k i  ng Father Vessel , a bowl and mat constructed from 
r o l l s  and sheets o f  her  father's l e t t e r s  and d i a r y  e n t r i e s  from China and from 
o f f i c i a l  communications about h i s  aeronautical work. 
1 

Susan King and M i m i  pond have a lso  produced i nsp i r ed  and 1 i v e l y  
conjunct ions of form and content. King's handsome pl  eated-page Women i n  Cars 
i s  another book made out o f  books, merging memories o f  the d r i ves  o f  Gertrude 
Stein, A l i ce  B. Toklas, and Nancy Drew w i t h  personal memories o f  daddy's cars, 
aunts '  cars, and teenage g i r l s '  imagined d r i ves  from Par is  t o  the  French 
R i v i e r a  i n  the 1920's. M i m i  Pond and Betsy Davids' Ha l f -Of f  binds short  
na r ra t i ves  on the mundane (e.g., "A Nice G i r l  ," "YWC-99") i n  a p ink  
shower-cap and p l a s t i c  net t ing .  As Pond has w r i t t e n  elsewhere, "What I do 
look f o r  i s  imagination (both v isual  and verbal) ,  content worth inore than f i v e  
minutes, and s p i r i t .  .. . I 1 i k e  a book t o  reach f o r  my a t t e n t i o n  and reward 
it1'. (1) 

Laurel Beckmann and Sandra Schwimmer de- and reconstruct  ord i  nary li ves 
w i t h  beau t i f u l  conc is ion and humor. The laminated p r i n t s  of Beckmann's The 
Math o f  Mothers r e c a l l  and make nonsense o f  t he  exact i tude of a r c h i t e c t u x  
and botanical  i l l u s t r a t i o n  as they record a mother's fantas ies  and constructs 
i n  contemplation o f  such commonplaces as The Br i ck  Wall , Laundry, Pigeons, and 
Spi l  l e d  Produce. Schwimmer's Tales from Non-Fict ion juxtaposes banal photos 
and diagrams o f  proper deportment and i n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  unrelated t e x t s  o f  
correspondingly repressed, bu t ,odd ly  perky, questions t o  a manners expert. 
Fine humor and we1 1 -conceived forms about proper behavior, ch i  1 dhood, and 
motherhood are a lso  combined i n  t he  small bound pamphlets ("The B i r t h  o f  t he  
Ch i ld  o f  Choice," "Dogs I Have Known," and "Haw t o  C r i t i c i z e  A r t " )  o f  Susan 
Baker 's  Thoughts o f  a-~uman, and i n  t he  paper do1 1s o f  L o r i  Christmastree's 
Good G i  rl /Bad G i  rl , A Tale i n  Two Parts. 

A d iverse array o f  works organize a r t i f a c t s ,  memorabilia, and journal  
e n t r i e s  t o  develop t h e i r  themes. Pa t i  H i l l ' s  I t a l i a n  Darns and Le t t e r s  t o  
J i l l  : A Catalogue and Some Notes on Copyinq comprise of fset  photos o f  s t i t c h e s  
and pieces o f  o l d  c l o t h i n g  and comments on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  and 
copying. L i  se Me1 horn-Boe's Powder Puff Pi  nk i s  a compact-sized conta iner  



t h a t  opens t o  reveal a rea l  powder p u f f  and c i r c l e s  o f  handmade pink paper 
impr in ted w i t h  f r i ends '  a t t i t u d e s  towards t h a t  color. Barbara DeGenevi eve's 
and Francis Bu t l e r ' s  nar ra t ives are  more complex and psychological . 
DeGenevievels Na rc i ss i s t i c  Disturbance, a huge, s o f t  book l i n e d  i n  i m i t a t i o n  
leopard skin, i s  i d e a l l y  su i ted t o  her rev is ions o f  Freud's t ex t s  on i n f a n t i l e  
sexua l i t y  combi ned w i t h  personal reminiscence (photo o f  the  a r t i s t  as a c h i l d  
cowgi r l  on a pony) and A1 i c e - i  n-Wonderland-like musings on female sexual 
awakening enacted by Barbie and Ken, wax l i p s ,  and a h i gh l y  express ion is t i c  
drawl ng. Frances But1 e r ' s  magnif icent Occult  Psychogenic Malfeasance welds 
photocopi es, l e t t e r s ,  photos, c l i p p i  ngs, overp r in t ,  p l a s t i c  b inding,  and 
Chicago b o l t s  i n t o  " e r r a t i c  c razy -qu i l t  o r  vernacular garden path" shapes ( 2 )  
as it documents her  run- in  w l th  an angry and pompous s ix ty -year -o ld  male. 

Many books document o r  expand upon performance a r t :  Mary E l l en  Long's 
e legant  S i t e  and S p i r i t  documents the  work o f  mask, myth, and r i t u a l  i n  a 
f o r e s t  se t t i ng ;  J e r r i  A l l yn ' s  Love Novellas i s  a handy and apt  combi na t ion  o f  
spiral-bound t e x t  and casset te recording o f '  performance pieces; Suzanne Lacy's 
unfold1 n postcard- leporel lo,  Travels w i  t h  Mona, records her  (both imagi nary 
and rea l  7 emplacement and copying o f  Leonardo's myst i fy1  ng i con  i n  e x o t i c  
s i t e s  prev i  ously v i  s i t e d  by famous a r t i s t s .  Rachel Rosenthal 's  grand 
photographic p o r t f o l i o ,  So ld ier  o f  Fortune, a1 so t races her c rea t ion  o f  a 

, persona. Each photo shows Rosenthal -- h a i r  closely-cropped and dressed i n  
v a r i e t i e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  ch i c  -- as she jo ins  a black r a t  f o r  lunch i n  elegant 
gourmet restaurants. Angered, f rus t ra ted ,  and depressed a t  a personal loss  o f  
fortune, Rosenthal used t h i s  persona t o  meditate f u r i ous l y  on the  s t a t e  of t he  
world. 

Other books, many wel l  -known through l a rge r  edi  t ions,  present sharper 
p o l i t i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n s :  f o r  instance, Lacy's Ra e I s ;  Martha Rosler 's  3 Works, 
a co l ' l ec t ion  o f  documentary photos combined w T k  quest ioning about t he  
fa1 sehoods and presumptions o f '  documentary; and May Stevens ' celebrated 
con t ras t  o f  her  mother w i t h  Rosa Luxemburg i n  Ordi nary1Extraordi nary. 

The e x h i b i t ' s  catalog, i t s e l f  an a r t i s t s '  book, was a ready and wonderful 
companion t o  the  exh ib i t i on :  small,  colorful^ and a pleasure t o  have i n  hand. 
I t s  main t e x t s  cons is t  o f  t he  short  essay on the  aims o f  the  show ("Musings on 
the  Coming Together o f  the  Women's A r t  Movement, the  A r t i s t s '  Books, and the  
Impulse toward Autobiography") and three handwrit ten char ts :  an out1 i ne of  t e n  
d i f f e r e n t  forms o f  autobiography represented; notes on landmarks w i t h i n  t h e  
women's a r t  movement ; and notes on the development o f  a r t i s t s '  books. 

A r t i s t s  are l i s t e d  a lphabet ica l ly :  a l l  the  books shown by each a r t i s t  are 
1 i s t e d  below a small and grainy photo o f  one, w l th  b r i e f  b iograph ica l  notes on 
t he  opposite page. Interwoven w i t h  those catalog en t r ies  are t he  cu ra to rs '  
ongoing handwrit ten exchange on t he  progress o f  the  e x h i b i t i o n  and i t s  e f f e c t s  
on t h e i r  l i ves ,  and var ious ly  per t inent ,  impert inent ,  arcane, and archaic 
words and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  from Webster's New World D ic t ionary .  A t  t he  end of 
the  volume are  addresses o f  the a r t i s t s  ; a 1 i s t  o f  source co l l ec t i ons  f o r  t he  
books i n  the  exh ib i t i on ;  and a short  b ib l iography o f  basic books on women's 
a r t .  



Fedorchuk and Zwehl -Burke presented a generous o f f e r i  ng o f  a r t i s t s '  books 
produced by both well-known and lesser-known f igu res  s ince the  development o f  
the  women's a r t  movement i n  t he  l a t e  19608s, and suggested a general scheme 
f o r  t h e i r  comprehension. With 160 pieces, the  e x h i b i t i o n  was a t  f i  r s t  
overwhelming; i t requi red and rewarded slow and ca re fu l  v i  ewi ng, idea l  l y  over 
the  course o f  several v i s i t s .  The cata log and many o f  the reference works i n  
i t s  b i  bl iography could be readi l y  consulted i n  the exh ib i  t i o n  i t s e l f ;  t h e  
cura tors  otherwise avoided assau l t ing  t he  viewer w i th  a mammoth essay o r  
explanatory labe ls  i n  the  i n t e r e s t  o f  d i r e c t i n g  a l l  a t t en t i on  toward t he  
books. 

Fedorchuk and Zwehl-Burke wanted t o  push " the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  both 
'autobiography' and ' a r t i s t s '  books' i n  many d i r ec t i ons "  t o  examine " the 
cu r ren t  s t a t e  o f  women i n  t he  ar ts,  a r t i s t s '  books, and autobiography" (p.7). 
I n  t h e i r  usefu l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  categor ies o f  autobiographical  
impulse -- such as se l f - po r t r a i t u re ,  framework f o r  p o l i t i c a l  pos i t i on ing ,  
c rea t ion  o f  personas, o r  organ izat ion o f  a r t i f a c t s  -- and i n  t he  show i t s e l f ,  
t he  curators repeatedly demonstrated t h a t  those categories f requen t l y  overlap. 
The p r i n c i p a l  essay was we l l  -w r i t t en  but somewhat loose and open-ended; t h e  
guthors were more in te res ted  and successful i n  r a i s i ng  important  general 
questions than i n  dea l ing w i t h  t h e  spec i f i c s  o f  the  books i n  t h i s  show. 

The e x h i b i t i o n  i t s e l f  provided an il lumi na t ing  and engagi ng wealth o f  
evidence about women i n  t he  a r t s ,  a r t i s t s '  books, and autobiography, but  t h e  
cu ra to rs  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  inves t iga te  o r  analyze those pa r t i cu l a r s .  The books 
d i d  say a great  deal on the1 r own, probably more power fu l ly  than cou ld  any 
cata log essay. I n  such a la rge  and important exh ib i t i on ,  however, the viewer 
needs and wants more in format ion w i t h  which t o  understand the  works i n  
context.  

I woul d have 1 i ked a more thorough-goi ng and better-documented catalog. 
I wanted t o  lea rn  more about each a r t i s t  and work; about women a r t i s t s '  books 
i n  the  broader context o f  contemporary a r t 1  s t s '  \ b o ~ k  production; and about 
issues o f  format, technique, qua1 i ty ,  production, costs, and c i r c u l a t i o n .  I 
wanted t o  hear more o f  these a r t i s t s '  speci f i c  reasons f o r  t u rn i ng  t o  the 
book; t h e i r  views o f  book a r t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  "high" a r t s  o f  pa i n t i ng  and 
sculpture;  and t h e  place o f  a r t i s t s '  books i n  t h e i r  t o t a l  oeuvres. (3 )  

Who should acqui r e  women a r t i s t s '  autobiographical books? Everyone who 
i s  i n te res ted  i n  a r t ,  women, books, and autobiography; who would li ke t o  own 
o r i g i n a l  a r t  but cannot a f f o r d  more expensive pieces; who would enjoy t h e  
int imacy o f  an a r t  form t h a t  can be both touched and read; o r  who shares these 
a r t i s t s '  t as tes  f o r  t he  r i ch ,  varied, and complex messages t h a t  books 
communicate. Si nce they break t r a d i  t i o n a l  boundaries between t he  realms o f  
t he  p r i n t ed  word and t he  v i sua l  a r t s ,  these books pose a quandary -- do they 
belong i n  11 brar ies ,  rare  book rooms, p r i n t  co l lec t ions ,  a r t  schools, o r  
museums? A t  present, they a re  mostly purchased by a r t  schools, a few a r t  
1 i b ra r i es ,  spec ia l ized ga l le r ies ,  and ind iv idua ls ,  and they are increas ing ly  
ava i l ab l e  f o r  p r i v a t e  sa le  i n  g a l l e r i e s  and museum stores. 



I hope t h a t  a r t  h i s t o r i ans  w i l l  undertake t he  work t h a t  s t i l l  needs t o  be 
done t o  research and place these books i n  context. I n  the  meantime, I and 
many others remain deeply indebted t o  Pamela Zwehl-Burke and L e s l i e  
Fedorchuk's huge and exce l len t  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  b r ing ing  such a  la rge and 
i n t  r i gu i ng  co l  l e c t i o n  o f  these books t o  our a t ten t ion .  

-- Suzy Buenger 

NOTES 

1 Quoted i n  cata log ent ry  on Rebis Press i n  Breaking the  Bindings: 
American Book A r t  Now, unpaged cata log o f  a r t i s t s t  books e x h i b i t  organized by 
h a l t e r  Hamady f o r  the  Elvehjem Museum o f  A r t ,  Madison, Wisconsin, May 6-July 
3, 1983. 

Frances Bu t l e r  i n  personal correspondence, December 1987. 

I n  t h a t  r e  ard, t he  catalog o f  t he  a r t i s t s '  book show noted i n  footnote  
1, Breaking the B 7 ndings: Pmerican Book A r t  Now, was o f ten  more he lp fu l .  
Though f a r  from d e f i n i t i v e ,  t he  l a t t e r  d i d  much more t o  consider many o f  t h e  

, actua l  questions o f  book a r t ,  and included many o f  t he  a r t i s t s J  .own statements 
on t h e i r  works and aims. 

[Suzy Buenger i s  Associate Professor o f  A r t  H is to ry  a t  UW-Madison. She 
teaches a  course on twent ie th  century women a r t i s t s  i n  Europe and America and 
i s  organiz ing an e x h i b i t  c a l l e d  "Myth and Mythologies: Four Contemporary 
German Women Ar t is ts , "  t o  be he ld  i n  Madison i n  the  f a l l  o f  1990.1 

FEMINIST PUBLISHING 

Several new femin is t  presses and' a  new impr in t  have come t o  our a t t e n t i o n  
recent ly .  CRANEHILL PRESS'S f i r s t  pub l i ca t i bn  i s  Naomi S t l r c h a r t z '  Wisewoman, " 

a  connected set  o f  ch i l d ren ' s  shor t  s t o r i e s  about r ebe l l i ous  middle-class 
ch i l d ren  who be f r iend  a  wi tch  and lea rn  femin is t  values from her. Cranehi l l  
p lans t o  pub l i sh  women's w r i t i n g  f o r  both ch i ld ren  and adu l ts  t h a t  po r t rays  
women o f  a  va r i e t y  o f  ages, colors,  sexual preferences, and l i f e s t y l e s .  The i r  
address: 708 Comfort Rd., Spencer NY 14883. 

From SILVERLEAF PRESS i n  Sea t t l e  comes t h e i r  f i r s t  pub l ica t ion,  an anthology 
c a l l e d  Crossing the  Mainstream: New F i c t i o n  by Women Writers, which got good 
comments from Feminist Bookstore News' Carol Seajay. They can be contacted a t  
P.O. Box 71089, Seat t le,  WA 98107.PERTINENT PRESS i s  a  new Canadian 
lesb ian pub l ish ing venture founded by-m Calgary. Their  address 
i s  Box 397, 918 16th Ave., N.W., Calgary, A lber ta  T2M 0K3, Canada. 

Ly le  Stuart,  Inc. has a  new impr in t  of t rade  paperback books f o r  gay and 
lesb ian  readers ca l l ed  WOODLAND BOOKS. Among the  f i r s t  th ree o f f e r i ngs  are 
Sappho: Poems and Fragments, trans1 ated by Josephine Balmer; and Spl endora, a  
comic novel about an East Texas na t i ve  who returns t o  h i s  small hometown 



disguised as a "beau t i fu l  new l i b ra r ian . "  Lyle Stuar t  i s  located a t  120 
Enterpr ise  Ave., Secaucus, NJ 07094. 

The f i r s t  CONFERENCE OF EAST COAST WOMEN'S NEWSPAPERS was he ld  a t  
Brooklyn College February 27 and 28. Though we have no t  seen repor ts  from t h e  
conference, it was t o  inc lude women working on a l l  kinds o f  women's newspapers 
and newsletters. Among the  discussion t o p i c s :  "Why a Women's Press?"; "Women 
o f  Color and t h e  Women's Press"; news-gathering and repor t ing;  f inances and 
admin is t ra t ion  ; i ssues o f  importance t o  women 's  news coverage. 

NEW REFERENCE WORKS IN 
WOMEN'S STUDIES 

Pap., $6.50 ( ~ a n a d i  an). 
1 

Women's Studies i n  Canada o f f e r s  a desc r i p t i ve  l i s t i n g  o f  women's s tud ies  
programs, arranged by province and followed by a b ib l iography o f  key f em in i s t  
works by Canadian scholars, a d i r ec to r y  o f  women's studies coordinators,  a 
l i s t  of major associat ions, and a guide t o  women's s tud ies  jou rna ls  and 
bul  l e t i n s .  These i nformati on-packed pages a re  accompani ed by a summary 
h i s t o r y  of women's studies i n  Canada, an essay t i t l e d  "Competit ion and 
Consensus: C o n f l i c t s  i n  the Organizat ion o f  Women's Studies," a review o f  
major debates and key w r i t i n g s  i n  both. French and Engl ish, and o ther  shor t  
tex ts .  

~ u i l d i  ng Women's Studies. Col l ec t ions :  -A Resource Guide. Ed. by Joan 
A r i e l ,  i n  cooperat ion w i t h  the  Women's Studies Section, Associat ion o f  Col lege ,. 
and Research L ib ra r ies ,  American L ib ra ry  Association. Middletown, CT: CHOICE, 
1987. 48p. index. pap., $12.00, ISBN 0-914492-07-1. LC 87-23877. 

Although fourteen members o f  the  ACRL Women's Studies Section are  c i t e d  
as cont r ibutors ,  it was Joan A r i e l ' s  s k i l l f u l  e d i t i n g  t h a t  transformed a 
motley assemblage o f  resource l i s t s  i n t o  a p r a c t i c a l  , we1 1 -organized guide f o r  
c rea t i ng  and strengthening 1 i b r a r y  co l lec t ions .  The wealth of p r i n t e d  sources 
covered here -- core b ib l iograph ies ,  women-focused review media, and 
pub1 i she rs '  ser ies,  among them -- a t t e s t  t o  t h e  growing leg i t imacy  of femin is t  
scholarship. But because women's studies, " un l i ke  many o ther  d i sc ip l i nes .  .. , 
i s  informed and con t i nua l l y  r e v i t a l i z e d  by a rad ica l  soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  
movement" (p.4), the most valuable fea tu re  of Bu i ld ing  Women's Studies 
Co l lec t ions  i s  i t s  ca re fu l  a t t en t i on  t o  both t r a d i  t i o n a l  and non t rad i t i ona l  
mater ia ls .  Even the  experienced b ib l iographer  w i  11 d i  scover new leads I n  the  
sect ions on women's organizat ions, feminist  presses, microform sets,  
audiovisual  guides, on1 i ne databases, speci a1 t y  bookstores, and an t iquar ian  
book dealers. A concluding b ib1 iography o f f e r s  i n s p i  r i n g  read1 ngs from 1976- 
1986 on the  what/how/why o f  c o l l e c t i n g  women's studies materi  a1 s. 



Dickste in ,  Ruth. Women i n  I n t e rna t i ona l  Studies: A B ib l i og raph ic  Guide. 
Tucson: Southwest I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Research on Women. 1987. 4 5 ~ .  pap.. $3.50. 
(Address: SIROW, Women's Studies, Modern ~anguages 265, un ive rs i t y '  o f  Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ 85721.) 

This unprepossessing b ib l iography , reproduced from typesc r ip t ,  i s  a 
goldmine o f  In format ion f o r  research on women outs ide t h e  Uni ted States. 
Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n  Ruth D icks te in  (Univers i ty  o f  Arizona) h i g h l i g h t s  
b iographical  reference books, b ib l iograph ies ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  sources, review 
a r t i c l e s ,  and mater ia ls  f o r  curr iculum in tegrat ion.  She c i t e s  both general 
works on women and mater ia ls  devoted t o  p a r t i c u l a r  nat ions, regions, and 
top ics .  Many o f  the en t r i es  are annotated. I n  add i t ion ,  D icks te in  o f f e r s  
h i n t s  f o r  using the  l i b r a r y ' s  cata log and standard indexes i n  t h e  var ious 
d i sc i p l i nes .  F i na l l y ,  she l i s t s  research centers and women's organizat ions 
worldwide as sources o f  fu r the r  in format ion and spec ia l ized pub1 i ca t ions .  
Given t he  changing soc ia l  , pol i t i c a l  , and c u l t u r a l  s ta tus  o f  m e n  i n  many 
countr ies,  d l  r ec t  contact  w i t h  women's organizat ions w i l l  o f t en  y i e l d  more up- 
to-date in format ion than w i l l  publ ished sources. I n  short,  t h i s  i s  a handy 
and inexpensive guide which no academic l i b r a r y  should pass up. 

F inanc ia l  Aid: A P a r t i a l  L i s t  o f  Resources f o r  Women. 4 th  ed. Washington: 
Pro jec t  on t he  Status a n d  Education o f  Women. Associat ion o f  American 
~ o l i e ~ e s ,  1987. 18p. pap., $3.50. ( ~dd ress :  Pro jec t  on the Status and 
Education o f  Women, Associat ion o f  American Colleges, 1818 R St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20009.) 

This revised pamphlet, w r i t t e n  i n  c l ea r  and encouraging prose, i s  a 
welcome a l t e t n a t i  ve t o  t he  hef ty ,  sometimes i n t i m i d a t i n g  d i r e c t o r i e s  o f  

. f i nanc ia l  a i d  t h a t  are a s tap le  of l i b r a r y  reference shelves. It o f f e r s  a 
h i gh l y  se l ec t i ve  l i s t  of scholarship, grant, and loan programs, along w i t h  
shor t  descr ip t ions o f  federal , state, campus, m i l i t a r y ,  and p r i v a t e  f i nanc ia l  
a i d  oppor tun i t ies ,  and an annotated bib l iogrpphy.  Many of t h e  t i t l e s  i n  t he  - 
b ib l iography are issued annually, and none are  o lde r  than 1985. I n  add i t i on  
t h e  guide suggests organizat ions t h a t  might provide in format ion ( i nc l ud i ng  
p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and YWCAs, as we l l  as campus un i t s ) ,  describes various types 
o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h igher  education, and ou t l i nes  several " d i f f e r e n t  ways t o  
a t tend school " -- from externa l  degree programs t o  exper ien t i  a1 learn1 ng. 
Older re-entry students w i l l  f i n d  much o f  t h i s  in format ion p a r t i c u l a r l y  
germaine. Everyone i n  contact w i t h  po ten t i a l  women col lege students -- 
women's center s t a f f ,  f i nanc i  a1 a i d  o f f i c e r s ,  h igh  school guidance counselors, 
and l i b ra r i ans ,  f o r  example -- should keep t h i s  he l p fu l  guide close a t  hand. 

Loeb, Catherine R., Susan E. Searing; and Esther F. Stineman. Women's 
Studi.es: A Recommended Core B i  b l  iography , 1980-1985. Abridged ed. L i t t l e t o n ,  
CO: L i b r a r i e s  Unl i m i  ted, 1987. 222p. index. $23.50, ISBN 0-87287-598-9. LC 
87-17015. 

The unabridged e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i  bl iography o f fe red  1,211 c r i t i c a l  
annotat ions; t h i s  version t r ims  the l i s t  t o  645 t i t l e s  judged essen t ia l  f o r  



smal l e r  1 i b r a r y  co l  l e c t  ions. Annotations have been somewhat abbreviated as 
we1 1. A l l  e ighteen sub jec t  chapters are reta ined,  along w i t h  a chapter c i t i n g  
core pe r iod ica ls .  The volume concludes w i t h  a combi ned a u t h o r l t i t l e  index and 
a subject  index. Aimed a t  l i b r a r i a n s  and teachers i n  l ower -d i v i s ion  co l leges,  
h i  gh schools, and pub1 i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  t h i s  abridged b i  b l  iography may a1 so serve 
as a guide f o r  student research and independent reading, as we l l  as a 
reference volume f o r  women ' s  s tud ies  programs and community women's centers. 

Newson, Adele S. Zora Neale Hurston: A Reference Guide. Boston: G. K. H a l l ,  
1987. 90p. $28.00, ISBN 0-8161-8902-1. LC 87-008616. 

I n t e r e s t  i n  Zora Neale Hurston continues t o  grow; see "Per iod ica l  Notes" 
f o r  a recently-founded scho la r l y  j ou rna l  devoted t o  t h i s  rediscovered Black 
w r i t e r .  Newson's b ib l iography,  s t r i c t l y  adhering t o  t h e  model o f  o the r  
volumes i n  G. K. Ha l l  's reference guide ser ies ,  documents both t h e  c r i t i c a l  
recep t ion  of Hurston's work dur ing her l i f e t i m e  and the  f l u r r y  of  s c h o l a r l y  
a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  fo l lowed her death i n  1960. Annotated e n t r i e s  i n  chronological  
o rde r  (from 1931 t o  1986) descr ibe books, book reviews, a r t i c l e s ,  essays, 
chapters and passages i n  books, d i sse r ta t i ons ,  and b ib l i og raph ies  devoted t o  
Hurston. A l i s t  o f  manuscript r e p o s i t o r i e s  I s  appended. As f e m i n i s t  scholars 
Seek t o  expand the  canon o f  American l i t e r a t u r e  t o  embrace women and 
m i  n o r i t i e s ,  b ib l i og raph ies  1 i k e  t h i s  one should be greeted w i t h  applause. 

The Psychology o f  Women: Resources f o r  a Core Curriculum. Ed. by Sharon Golub 
and R i t a  Jackwav kreedman. New York: Garland. 1981. 131~. $33.00, ISBN O- 

The movement t o  incorpora te  t h e  new f e m i n i s t  scholarship i n t o  t h e  basic 
l i b e r a l  a r t s  curr iculum has i n s p i r e d  a spate o f  pub l i ca t ions .  This l a t e s t  
a d d i t i o n  t o  the  genre comes from t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Psychology o f  Women o f  
t h e  American Psychological Associat ion, and- i s  designed t o  he lp  " i n t e g r a t e  
mate r ia l  from psychology of women i n t o  t h e  core\courses and thereby enhance 
t h e  e n t i r e  curr iculum" (p.x). The volume i s  op t ima l l y  arranged t o  meet t h i s  
goal. A shor t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t races t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  psychology of women as a 
sub- f i e ld ,  out1 ines i t s  goals, and argues cogent ly  f o r  mai nstreaming. E l  even 
chapters cover t o p i c s  t h a t  are f requen t l y  required o f  psychology majors: 
abnormal, ado1 escent, ch i1  d, developmental , educational , experimental , and 
soc ia l  psychology ; p l  us t h e  h i  s to ry  o f  psychology, human sexua l i t y  , lea rn ing  
and mot i va t ion ,  and s t a t i s t i c s .  

Each chapter has three sec t i  ons : d l  scussi on t o p i c s  and questions, 
exerc ises and a c t i v i t i e s ,  and an annotated l i s t  of nonpr in t  media. The 
d iscuss ion t o p i c s  are keyed t o  t h e  concluding b ib l iography,  which c i t e s  453 
books and a r t i c l e s .  Although the  volume should prove extremely use fu l  t o  
teach ing facu l ty ,  t he  lack  o f  an index t o  such s p e c i f i c  top ics  as mathlverbal 
a b i l i t y  o r  marriage prevents t h e  a lphabet ical ly-arranged b ib l i og raphy  from 
doubl ing as a quick reference guide. 



Reese, lyn,  and Jean Wilkinson. Women i n  t h e  World: Annotated H i s t o r y  
Resources f o r  t h e  Secondary Student. Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow, 1987. 220p. 
index.  819.50, ISBN 0 - 8108 - 2050 -1. LC 87-16436. 

Reese and Wi lk inson are  teachers and educational c o n s u l t a k s  who, 
supported by t h e  Women's Educational Equi ty  Act Program, sought t o  remedy t h e  
omission and misrepresentat ion i n  secondary schools o f  women's s t rugg les  and 
r o l e s  outs ide t h e  U.S. Their  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  t h i s  b ib l iography o f  
supplementary tex ts ,  audiovisuals, and cur r icu lum k i t s .  "Our h ighest  p r i o r i t y  
has been t o  se lec t  ma te r ia l s  t h a t  w i l l  make v i s i b l e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  women, t h a t  
prov ide a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  and t h a t  t e l l  an i n t e r e s t i n g  story," they state.  

The volume i s  hand i ly  arranged by g e o p o l i t i c a l  reg ion -- A f r i c a ,  Asia, 
Europe, L a t i n  America, and Middle EastINorth Af r ica ,  p lus  a cross-cul t u r a l  
sect ion.  Each chapter i s  sub-divided by type o f  ma te r ia l :  background and 
reference books, anthol ogi  es, autobiographies and biographies, f i r s t  person 
accounts, f i  c t ion ,  and cur r icu lum resources. Most ma te r ia l s  are c u r r e n t l y  i n  
p r i n t ,  and an appendix w i t h  pub l ishers '  addresses makes order ing easier.  

Annotat i  ons i n d i c a t e  read i  ng 1 eve1 , t h e  t ime per iod and coun t r ies  
t reated,  and the  main themes, and provide an overview o f  t h e  i t em 's  content,  

, scope, and format. Some mate r ia l s  ca r ry  t h e  l a b e l  " top rat ing."  Reese and 
W i l  k inson a l so  suggest s p e c i f i c  lessons o r  classroom a c t i v i t i e s  and add a 
c u r i o s i  t y -p iqu ing  quota t ion  from most o f  t h e  mater ia ls .  The volume's design 
(us ing columns, i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  and a v a r i e t y  o f  typefaces) i s  a re f resh ing  
change from most academic reference books. While t h i s  guide i s  ta rgeted a t  
p r a c t i c i n g  teachers and w i l l  t he re fo re  f i n d  a natura l  home i n  school 
pro fess iona l  c o l l  e c t i  ons and academic 1 i brar ies  support ing education majors, 
t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  many adu l t - l eve l  books i n  i t s  l i s t i n g s  make i t  a wise 
purchase f o r  general lower-d i  v i s i o n  co l l ege  1 i b r a r i e s .  

E lwe l l ,  Sue Levl.  The Jewish Women's Studies Guide. 2nd ed. Lanham, MD: 
U n i v e r s i t y  Press o f  America; Fresh Meadows, NY: B i b l i o  Press, 1987. 142p. 

Schlesinger, Benjamin. Jewish Family Issues: A Resource Guide. New York: 
Garland, 1987. 144p. $35.00, ISBN 0 - 8240 - 8460 - .  8 C 86-031g54. 

These new ed i t i ons  o f  two b ib l i og raph ies  are necessi tated by mushrooming 
i n t e r e s t  i n  Jewish women and t h e  Jewish fami ly .  Superceding t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  
o f  The Jewish Women's Studies Guide ( B i b l i o  Press, l982),  E lwe l l  ' s  volume 
presents new and updated s y l l  abi  , a1 1 r i c h l y  laden w i t h  recommended readings 
and t o p i c s  f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  and discussion. E ight  o f  t h e  s y l l a b i  o u t l i n e  
u n i v e r s i t y - l e v e l  courses i n  such areas as Jewish women's l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  women and Judaism; f i v e  others demonstrate t h e  inco rpora t ion  o f  a 
Jewi sh women's perspect ive i n t o  courses i n  Jewish studies and comparative 
re1 i gion. F ina l  ly, f i v e  examples o f  a d u l t  and c o n t i  nu1 ng education courses 
prov ide i n s p i  r a t i o n  f o r  i nvo l  v ing women outs ide academia i n  a re-exami na t ion  
o f  t h e i r  own experiences and Jewish cu l tu re .  C lea r l y  valuable t o  anyone 
designing a course speci f i c a l  l y  on Jewish women, t h i s  sourcebook can a1 so 



b e n e f i t  women's studies teachers seeking t o  add a  cross-cul t u r a l  dimension t o  
t h e i r  survey courses. 

Schlesinger 's  guide i s  a  new vers ion o f  The Jewi sh Family: A Survey and 
Annotated Bib l iography (Un ive rs i t y  o f  Toronto Press, 1971). The present 
volume opens w i t h  essays by t he  compiler on Jewish fami ly  h i s t o r y  and on one- 
parent Jewish fami l i es ,  and by h i s  w i f e  Rachel Schlesinger on Jewish women 
("Beyond t he  Stereotype o f  t he  Jewish Wunan: Images and Issues"). The 
b ib l iography t h a t  fo l lows presents 524 annotated e n t r i e s  under 78 top ics .  
Items o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  women's studies researchers are c i t e d  under 
obvious headings such as "Women and feminism" and "Women - Overview," but a l so  . 
under less  apparent headi ngs, i nc lud ing  " F e r t i l  i t y  ,'I "Kibbutz ," "One-Parent 
Fami 1  i e s  ," and "Sexual i ty. Schlesinger emphasizes mainstream publ i cat ions 
frun 1960 t o  1986, and u n i t s  most mater ia ls  from femin is t  small presses o r  
women's per iod ica ls .  (Evelyn Torton Beck's Nice Jewish G i r l s ,  f o r  example, i s  
the  so le  en t ry  under "Homosexuality - Female.") Mater ia ls  from Jewish 
spec ia l t y  pub l ishers  are  b e t t e r  represented. The volume closes w i t h  a  
d i r ec to r y  o f  publ ishers and seven demographic tab les  r ep r i n t ed  from t h e  1985 
American Jewish Yearbook. 

I ja tk ins ,  Kathleen Pul lan, and Lucius Durant, Jr. Day Care: A Sourcebook. New 
York: Gar1 and, 1987. 207p. .index. $27.00, ISBN 0-8240-8525-6. LC 86-33548. 

Compilers Watkins and Durant note  t h a t  day care professionals face unique 
problems i n  keeping abreast o f  the  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d .  F i r s t ,  
government regulat ions,  personnel qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  and types of day care 
arrangements vary g rea t l y  frun s ta te  t o  s ta te ;  secondly, poor funding o f  non- 
p r o f  it programs prevents many day care workers from tak i ng  advantage o f  
oppor tun i t i es  f o r  professional  development. This volume seeks t o  remedy t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  by blending annotated b ib l i og raph ies  w i t h  we1 1 -wr i t ten  essays on ten 
broad t op i cs :  admin is t ra t ion and management o f  day care centers ; r o l e s  and 
responsi b i  1  i t i e s  o f  teachers and caregi vers; components o f  day care programs 
(such as environment and education) ; working w i t h  parents and cunmuni t y  
members; eva luat ing day care programs; programs f o r  i n f an t s  and toddlers;  
fami l y  day care homes ; school -age c h i l d  care ; d i  rec t ions  f o r  pro fess iona l  ism; 
and issues fac ing t he  day care cunmunity. The volume concludes w i t h  a  
d i r e c t o r y  o f  pe r iod ica ls  and newsletters. 

At $27.00, t h i s  i s  a  reasonable purchase f o r  academic l i b r a r i e s  
support ing c u r r i c u l a  i n  ea r l y  c h i l d  development, soc ia l  work, publ i c  pol i c y ,  
and fami l y  studies, as we l l  as i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  women's s tud ies  programs. 
However, i t  may prove too  expensive f o r  s t r ugg l i ng  non-p ro f i t  day care 
agencies. I f  t he  essays had been p r i n t ed  single-spaced, the  unusual ly wide 
margins narrowed, and i f  the cover were paper, perhaps t he  book would be 
p r i ced  w i t h i n  t he  range o f  the  poorly-paid workers who (as Watkins and Durant 
exp la in )  need it the  most. 



Women's Foreign Pol icy  Council Directory.  New York: Women's Foreign Po l i cy  
Council. 1987. 3 1 8 ~ .  index. ill. pap.. $35.00. ISBN 0-9617-5960-7. LC 87- 

Sub- t i t l ed  "A Guide t o  Wanen Foreign Po l i cy  Spec ia l is ts  and L i s t i n g s  of 
Women and Organizations Working on In te rna t iona l  Af fa i  r s  ,I' t h i s  handsome 
volume i s  both u t i l i t a r i a n  and consciousness-raising. I t s  in t roduc t ion  
documents the male dominance o f  U.S. fo re ign  and m i l i t a r y  po l i cy ,  r e f l ec ted  i n  
t h e  pauc i ty  of women i n  Congress, i n  senior l eve l s  a t  the Department o f  State, 
and i n  i n f l u e n t i a l  pub l i c  sector  posts i n  the media, pressure groups, and 
t h i nk  tanks. Yet as the d i r ec to r y  l i s t i n g s  demonstrate, women do have 
knowledge and expert ise on fo re ign  pol i c y  issues, and they are p u t t i n g  i t  t o  
work, p a r t i c u l a r l y  through i n te rna t i  onal women I s  networks, h lgher education, 
and t h e  peace movement. 

PERIODICAL NOTES 

4 NEW AND NEWLY DISCOVERED PERIODICALS 

Among Friends: News Magazine f o r  Gays and Lesbians of  the Upper Midwest. 
? td.: Jay Hatheway. 10/year. $20 ( ind iv . ) ;  $32 ( ins t . ) .  P.O. gox 426, 

Madison, W I  53701. ( Issue examined: February 1988) 
The twenty-four pages o f  the issue examined cover l oca l  and nat iona l  news 

items; book and record reviews; a r t i c l e s  on gay and lesb ian publ ishing,  the 
Madison Gay Men's Chorale, and t h e  Declarat ion o f  Independence; p lus  a l i s t  o f  
gay and 1 esbian resources i n  Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. 

Lesbian Informat ion Service Newsletter. 1987- . Monthly. 6 pounds (low- 
'Tncome) ; 12 pounds (i ndi v.) ; 24 pounds (i nst.). Lesbian Informat ion Service, 
P.O. Box 194, Leicester ,  LEI 9HP, England. !Issue examined: no.5, December 
1987) 

With t h e  goal o f  ac t ing as an in format ion network f o r  lesbians and 
lesbian organizations i n  Great Britain., t h e  newslet ter  contains sect ions on 
regional  , nat iona l  , and in te rna t iona l  news; book and theater  reviews; s t o r i e s  
o f  lesbian experience; lesbians and the law; and a l i s t i n g  of  lesbian - 

organizations, publ icat ions,  informat ion phone l i nes ,  etc. Some a r t i c l e s  i n  
t h i s  twenty-ni ne-page issue are repr in ted from other pub1 icat ions.  - LISN i s  
ava i lab le  on tape. 

Pandora. 1985?-. Quarterly. $10 ( indiv.) ;  $15 ( inst . )  outs ide Canada. P.O. 
Box 1209, North Postal Stat ion,  Hal i fax,  Nova Scotia, B3K 5H4 Canada. (Issue 
examined: v .3, no.2, December 1987) 

Labeled "the newspaper produced by, f o r  and about women ,I' the twenty- 
four-page issue examined includes a r t i c l e s  on women healers, South Afr ican 
women organizing, the a c c e s s i b i l i t y  guidel ines of  t he  DisAbled Women I s  Network 
(DAWN), breast self-examination, and a r t i  f i c i  a1 i nsemi n a t i  on. Book synopses 
and reviews and items of  l oca l  and regional i n t e r e s t  complete t he  issue. 
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Partners: The Newsletter f o r  Gay & Lesbian Couples. Eds.: Stevie Bryant & 
Demian. Monthly. $36 ( indiv. ) ;  $49 ( inst . ) .  Single copy: $3. ISSN 0891- 
1738. Box 9685, Seatt le, WA 98109. (Issues examined: May 1987 and June 1987) 

This eight-page monthly contains "p rac t i ca l  in format ion and ideas f o r  
developing sat1 s f y i  ng, successful re1 a t ionsh ips  ,I1 and features s t o r i e s  o f  
long-term re la t ionsh ips .  The sample issues inc lude an in t imacy inventory ;  an 
in te rv iew;  a research repor t  on gay male couples; and more. 

S p i r i t u a l  Women's Times. Quar ter ly .  $7.50. S i l v e r  O w l  Publ icat ions,  P.O. 
Box 51186. Seatt le. WA 98115-1186. ( Issue examined: v.1. no.3. F a l l  1987) 

1nside i t s  s ix teen pages, t h i s  t ab l o i d - s i ze  pub1 i c a t i o n  inc ludes a r t i c l e s  
on v i sua l  n\yths; one woman's goddess experience; naturopathy i n  b i r t h i n g  
opt ions;  hea l ing through m i  rac les;  lesbianism as a s p i r i t u a l  path; p lus  book 
reviews, suggestions f o r  r i t u a l s ,  and other items. 

S uare Pe . 5 pounds; 12 pounds (overseas). Single copy: 1.30 pounds. ?-+ quare eg, BM Square Peg, London, WClN 3XX, England. ( Issue examined: no.17, 
19871 ---. , 

Claiming t o  be " the journa l  f o r  contemporary perverts," S uare Pe i s  a 
s l i c k ,  th i r ty-n ine-page magazine f o r  lesbians and gays. The fT9 samp e ssue 
contains a r t i c l e s  on two U.S. underground film-makers; gay l i f e  i n  Manchester; 
an impression o f  Prague; mixed-race couples; suggestions f o r  safe sex; and 
b r i e f  book reviews, i n  add i t i on  t o  o ther  features. 

Women's Health In format ion ~ e n t r e ' ~ e w s 1  e t t e r .  Edi t o r i a l  group s p e c i f i c  t o  the  
7ssue's top ic .  I pounds ( ind iv . )  ; 10 pounds ( inst . )  ; add 2 pounds f o r  
overseas. 52 Featherstone St., London E C l Y  8RT, England. ( Issue exami ned: 
110.7, Spring 1987) 

The Women's Health Informat ion Centre maintains a computerized l i s t i n g  of 
rou s and i nd i v i dua l s  invo lved i n  women's hea l th  issues i n  Great B r i t a i n .  1 ews e e t t e r s  focus on p a r t i c u l a r  hea l th  issues: t he  t h i r t y - two  page sample copy 

i s  on Black women and health. Among t he  top ics :  h o l i s t i c  medicine, s ick1 e 
c e l l  screening; v i  t i 1  i g o  (changi ng o f  s k i n  -pigmentation) ; t h e  London Black 
Women I s  Health Act i  on Project ;  Black women and d l  coho1 . Most a r t i c l e s  i nc l ude  
a l i s t i n g  o f  re la ted  hea l th  groups and other resources. 

Women Computi nq. 1987-. Ed. : D l  an Schaffhauser. 6lyear. $24. 2917 Upas 
St. ,  San Diego, CA 92104. ( Issue exam1 ned: November-December 1987) 

I n  i t s  twelve newslet ter-s ize pages p r i n t ed  on beige paper; t he  sample 
issue o f  Women Computing looks a t  entrepreneurial ism. Some o f  t he  a r t i c l e s :  
homework using computers; ergonomics; r epa i r i ng  computers; p r o j e c t  management 
and the  d r i v e  t o  succeed. 

Women's Global Network on Reproductive Rights. Quarter ly .  40 Dutch gu i lders ,  
amrox.  $15 US. P.O. Box 4098. Minahassastraat 1. 1009 AB Amsterdam. 
N'etherlands. ( Issue examined: - ~anua r~ -March  1987j 

The publ ishers are "an autonomous network o f  groups and i nd i v i dua l s  i n  
every cont inent  who are worki ng f o r  and support reproduct ive r i g h t s  on a 
na t iona l  and i n t e rna t i ona l  l e ve l  ." Among t he  t op i cs  covered i n  t he  twenty- 
f ive-page sample issue are  AIDS; t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on women and hea l th  i n  Af r ica ;  
t h e  
and 
t he  

p l  usses and minuses o f  hea l th  care innovat ion ; a r t i f i  c i  a1 insemi nat ion;  
estrogen-progesterone drugs. Research reports,  news and reviews round out 
issue. 



Zora Neale Hurston Forum. 1986-. Ed.: Ruthe T. Sheffey. 2lyear. $15. 
Single copy: $9. Ruthe T. Sheffey, Managing Ed i to r ,  The Zora Neale Hurston 
Forum, Box 550, Morgan State Univers i ty,  Baltimore, MD 21239. (Issues 
examined: v.1, no.1, F a l l  1986; v.1, no.2, Spring 1987) 

The o f f i c i a l  pub l i ca t ion  o f  t he  Zora Neale Hurston Society, the Forum i s  
"broadly concerned w i t h  the l i f e  and w r i t i n g  o f  Zora Neale Hurston and w i t h  
Afro-American l e t t e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t he  twen t ie th  
century." I n  add i t i on  t o  a number of  c r i t i c a l  a r t i c l e s  on Hurston, these two 
sample volumes a lso include comment on Jessie Fauset, A l i c e  Ruth Dunbar- 
Nelson, Margaret Walker Alexander, Gwendolyn Brooks, and other  Black women 
wr i te rs .  

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS' 

B o l i v i a  B u l l e t i n  v.3, no.2, Apr i l  1987: "Women's Organizations i n  Bo l i v i a :  How 
t h e  Other Ha l f  Lives." $10 US. CEDOIN, Cas i l l a  20194, La Paz, Bo l iv ia .  
( Issue exami ned) 

. The four  pages of  t h i s  newslet ter  focus on organizing by Bo l i v i an  women -- among wives o f  miners and fac to ry  workers, by women fac tory  workers. 
themselves, i n  shanty towns outs ide the main c i t i e s ,  and among ru ra l  
campesi nas. A l i s t i n g  o f  women's organizations and i n s t i t u t i o n s  support ing 
women ' s  groups compl etes the issue. 

Heritage: The Newsletter of the I l l i n o i s  Ethnic Consul tat ion Autumn 1986: 
"Special Issue on t t h n i c  Women." Free t o  I t C  members and others by request. - . .  
55. E. Jackson, Sui t e  1880, Chicago, I L  60604. (Issue exami ned) 

I n  add i t i on  t o  two general a r t i c l e s  on e thn ic  men and women, t h i s  issue 
o f  Her i ta  e includes personal commentary by American women o f  Greek, Asian, 
I t a  T d -  an, ewish, Black, Pol ish, and Hispanic o r i g i n ,  w i th  focus not 
necessar i ly  on the Chicago111 1 i n o i s  area. 

New L i t e r a r y  History:  A Journal o f  Theory & I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  v.19 no.1, Autumn - "t-eminis rec t  i ons ." . : Ra l ph- cohen . ndiv. j ;  $52 ( ins t . ) .  
i copy: $ 5  I S S N  0028%07. Johns l j ~ p k l ~ : ~ i f ~ ~ v : ~ s i t y  Press, Journals 
Publ ishing Div is ion,  701 West 40th St.. Su i t e  275. Baltimore. MD 21211. 
( Issue ex& ned) 

Fol low1 ng papers which include Helene Cixous' "Reaching t he  Po in t  o f  
Wheat, o r  A P o r t r a i t  o f  t he  A r t i s t  as a Maturing Woman" and L i l l i a n  S. 
Robinson's "Canon Fathers and Myth Universe" i s  E l  l e n  Messer-Davidow's feature  
essay, "The Philosophical Bases o f  Feminist L i t e r a r y  Cr i t ic isms."  The r e s t  o f  
t h e  issue comprises seven commentaries on the essay, by Joan E. Hartman, Cary 
Nelson, Ruth Hubbard, Gerald Graff,  P a t r i c i a  Clark Smith, Amy Ling, and UW- 
Madi son 's Nel 1 i e McKay . 
Permafrost: A L i t e ra r y  Journal v.9, no.2, Spring 1987: "Women Writers." Eds.: 
Marcia Mason, Robin Lewis. $5. Single copy: $3. ISSN 0740-7890. Dept. o f  
Engl ish, Un ive rs i t y  o f  Alaska, Fairbanks, AK 99775-0640. ( Issue examined) 

Permafrost " s t r i ves  t o  give voice t o  the best o f  Alaskan and outs ide 
w r i t e r s  and a r t i s ts . "  I n  t h e  ninety-nine numbered pages o f  t h i s  speci a1 issue 
a re  poetry by Mary Baron. Linda Gregg, Jana Harr is ,  Lyn L i fsh in ,  P a t r i c i a  
Monoghan, Jud i t h  Neeld, and others; f i c t i o n  by F.R. Lewi s and Char lo t te  Watson 
Sherman; an essay, book review, and photographs. 



Representations 20, Fa1 1 1987: "Misogyny, Misandry, and Misanthropy." Eds. : 
owa och, Frances Ferguson. $20 ( indiv.) ; $40 ( i  nst.). S ing le  copy: 6 i n .  $ 1  ( inst . ) .  ISSN 0734-6018. Un ive rs i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  Press. 

Berkeley, CA 94720. ( Issue exami ned) 
P a r t i a l  contents: "Medi eval Misogyny" (R. Howard Bloch) ; "Shakespeare's 

W i l l  : The Temporali t y  o f  Rape" (Joel Fineman); "Rape and t he  Rise o f  the  
El" (Frances Ferguson); "The P o r t r a i t  o f  a Gentleman: Representing Men i n  
(French) Women's Wr i t i ng "  (Naomi Schor) ; and "Her Body, Himself :  Gender i n  t h e  
Slasher Fi lm" (Carol J. Clover). 

Teacher Education Qua r t e r l y  14, no.2, 1987 : [women and teacher education]. . C a l i f o r n i a  Council on the Education o f  Teachers. Claremont 
Graduate School, Claremont, CA 91711. ( In format ion from Studies on Women 
Abstracts, v.6, no.1, 1988, pp.39-40) 

Among t he  t i t l e s  o f  the ten  a r t i c l e s  li sted f o r  t h i s  issue are: "Gender 
Expectat ions and American Teachers" (Geral d l  ne Joncich C l  i f f o r d )  ; "The Absent 
Presence: Patr iarchy,  Capitalism, and the Nature o f  Teacher Work" ( P a t t i  
Lather)  ; "Women and Teaching: Homeless A t  Home" (Madelei ne R. Grumet) ; "The 
Personal L ives o f  Women Teachers: An In tergenerat iona l  View" (Dee Ann 
Spencer); and "L is ten ing  and Learning From Minor i t y  Women Teachers" (Mary A. 

'Scherr). 

TRANSITIONS 

The Women's Studies Review and Sojourner, both publ ished by t h e  Center f o r  
Momen's Studies a t  Ohio State Univers i ty ,  w i l l  be merging i n t o  a new q u a r t e r l y  
pub l i ca t i on  c a l l e d  Femi nisms. The Autumn 1987 Women's Studies Review was the 
l a s t  issue. Feminisms w i l l  begin w l t h  Winter 1988, and w i l l ,  according t o  the  
ed i to rs ,  "combine the  best features o f  both o f  our cur rent  publ icat ions."  
Subscr ipt ions a re  $6 ($3 , f o r  students) from The Center f o r  Women's Studies. 
207 Dul les Hal l ,  230 W. 17 th  Ave., Columbus, OH 43210. 

CEASED PUBLICATION , 

Hyster ia  v.1, no.1, 1980-v.4, no.4, 1986. Eds. Catherine Edwards, Sue 
Campbell, Rebecca Rowlandson, Margaret Simpson. P.O. Box 2481, S ta t ion  B, 
Kitchener, Ontar io  N2H' 6M3, Canada. (Mail returned, "No Forward1 ng Address. " )  

Sh i f ra :  A Jewish Femi n i s t  Magazi ne. no.1, 1984-no.3-4, 1986. Edi t o r i a l  
c o l l e c t i v e .  $23 ( indiv. ) ;  $40 ( inst . )  Box no.2, 59 Cookridge St., Leeds 1, 
England. ( In format ion from correspondence from Shifra.) 

ITEMS OF NOTE 
FEMINIST AUDIO BOOKS i s  a volunteer organ izat ion which produces taped versions 
o f  books by, fo r ,  and about women. The li brary  may be used by anyone who i s  
v i s u a l l y  impai red o r  who has d i f f i c u l t y  w l t h  the p r i n t ed  word. For f u r t h e r  
informat ion,  contact F e d  n i  s t  Audio Books a t  52-54 Featherstone St., London 
EC1  8RT, England. o r  01-251-290810713. 



- 
Canada's Nat ional  C lear i  nahouse on Fami l y  Violence offers the  twenty-two-page 
1 i s t i n g  TRANSITION HOUSES-AND SHELTERS FOR BATTERED WOMEN I N  CANADA. Th is  
resource i s  ava i l ab l e  f r e e  o f  .charae from the  Clearinghouse, Health and 
We1 fare,  Ottawa, Ontar io K I A  185, Eanada. 

- 

Oxford Uni ve rs i  t y  Press' NINETEENTH-CENTURY BLACK WOMEN WRITERS i s  a new 
ser ies  o f  f o r t y - f i  ve t i t l e s  by Black women. Wr i t ten between 1173 and 1910 and 
i nc l ud i ng  f l c t l o n ,  poetry, biography and autobiography, essays, and 
jou rna l  ism, many o f  these works were prev ious ly  unava i lab le  t o  researchers. 
For more informat ion,  w r i t e  Oxford Un ive rs i t y  Press a t  200 Madi son Ave., New 
York, NY 10016. 

"FRIENDS" RAPING FRIENDS: COULD I T  HAPPEN TO YOU? i s  an eight-page repor t  w i t h  
p r a c t i c a l  in format ion and advice on acquaintance rape. Among t he  t op i cs  a r e  
t h e  causes o f  acquaintance rape, how t o  avoid s i t ua t i ons  t h a t  could lead t o  
rape, and what t o  do i f  a rape occurs. A b r i e f  b ib1 iography i s  included. For 
a copy o f  t h e  report,  send $2 t o  t he  P ro j ec t  on t he  Status and Education o f  
Women, Associat ion o f  American Colleges, 1818 R St., NW, Washington, DC 20009. 

The Video Data Bank presents WHAT DOES SHE WANT, a se r ies  o f  s i x  ninety-minute 
home video programs which p u l l t o g e t h e r  o f  c rea t i ve  women i n  f i l m ,  

' video, and the  performing ar ts.  With t i t l e s  such as "We are  not Sugar and 
Spice and Everyth ing Nice" and "A Crack i n  t he  Tube," the  programs a re  
ava i l ab l e  i n  both VHS and Beta formats f o r  $59.95 each. Cal l  Cynthia Chr is a t  
212-608-5496 f o r  more informat ion.  Order t h e  programs from t h e  Video Data 
Bank, 22 Warren, New York, NY 10007 (1-800-634-8544). 

F i rebrand Books' MAKING IT:  A WOMAN'S GUIDE TO SEX I N  THE &E OF A I D S  i s  a 
f i f ty- three-page pamphlet by Cindy Patton and Janis Ke l ly .  The t ng l  fsh-  and 
Spanish-language booklet  c l e a r l y  and cand id ly  d i  scusses AIDS, i t s  
transmission, and prevention. . It o f f e r s  usefu l  in format ion on p r a c t i c i n g  
sa fe r  sex and contains a l i s t  o f  resource organizat ions and lega l  assistance 
groups. The pamphlet i s  ava i lab le  f o r  $3.95 from F i  rebrand Books, 141 The 
Commons, Ithaca, NY 14850. ,\ 

, 

WORK I N  PROGRESS PAPERS AND TAPES are ava i lab le  from Wellesley Col lege's Stone 
Center t o r  uevelopmental serv ices and Studies. Topics o f  the t h i r t y  papers 
and s i x  tapes range from "Women and Power: Some Psychological Dimensions" by 
Jean Baker M i l l e r  t o  t he  "Psychology o f  Peacemaking" by Janet Surrey. Tapes 
cost  $6 each and papers cost  $4. Request an order form from The Stone Center, 
We1 l e s l  ey Col lege, We1 l e s l  ey , MA 02181 (617-235-0320 ex t  . 2837). 

The NELLIE LANGFORD ROWELL LIBRARY a t  York Univers i ty  announces a new pamphlet 
se r ies  i n  women's studies. The f r r s t  t i t l e s  are: "R'ediscovering His tory :  
B r i  nging a Name t o  L i f e  -- Nel l  i e Langford Rowel 1 1874-1968" ; "Equa l i t y '  i n  
Sports : Perspect ives"; and "Pay Equi t y :  Perspectives." Pamphlets cost  $2 
each, p lus  $1  f o r  postage, and may be ordered from t h e  l i b r a r y  a t  202C 
Founders College, York Univers i ty ,  4700 Keele St., North York, Ontario M3J 1P3 
Canada. 

PUT-DOWNS OF WOMEN: THE SUBTLE MESSAGES i s  a recent brochure which inc ludes a 
four-page qu iz  r e l a t i n g  t o . t h e  changing r o l e s  o f  women and men i n  t h e  



workplace. Contact Marge Engelman, A f f i rma t i ve  Action Of f ice ,  415 Extension 
Bu i ld ing ,  432 N. Lake St., Madison, W I  53706 (608-262-0277) t o  receive a f ree  
copy o f  the  brochure. 

Three new CRIAW PAPERS have cane t o  our a t t en t i on  t h i s  quarter .  They are No. 
9, "Gender-sensitive Theory and t he  Housing Needs o f  Mother-led Fami li es: Some 
Concepts and Some B u i l d i  ngs," by Fran Klodawsky and Suzanne Mackenzie; No. 14, 
"Canadlan Pra i  r i e  Women's History:  A Bi b l i og raph ic  Survey," by Susan Jackel 
and "Women and Men i n  Western American History," by Susan Armitage; and No. 
15, " L i t e r a r y  Mothers and Daughters -- A Review o f  Twentieth-Century Poetry by 
Canadian Women," by Diana M.A. Relke. No. 9 costs  $2.50 p l us  $.75 f o r  
postage; t h e  others are ava i lab le  f o r  $3 each (members) o r  $4 (non-members) 
p lus  6.75 postage. Send prepaid orders t o  CRIAWIICREF, 151 S l a t e r  St., Su i t e  
408, Ottawa, Ontario KIP 5H3 Canada. 

I n  CRITICAL COMMENTS ON "A LESSER LIFE: THE MYTH OF WOMEN'S LIBERATION I N  
AME O h e  
m e n ' s  movement i s  responsible f o r  ser ious shortcomings i n  the l i v e s  of 
American women. The s i  xteen-page paper i s  avai 1 able from t h e  National Women's 
P o l i t i c a l  Caucus ( o f  which East i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r ec to r ) ,  1275 K St., NW, 
Jashi ngton, DC 20005. 

The Supreme Cour t 's  Grove C i t y  dec is ion l i m i t e d  the app l i ca t ion  o f  T i t l e  IX ' s  
an t i d i s c r im ina t i on  au thor i t y .  FEDERAL FUNDING OF DISCRIMINATION: THE IMPACT 
OF GROVE CITY VS. BELL descr ibes cour t  cases and admin is t ra t i ve  r u l i ngs  
a f fec ted  by t h i s  decision, i nc lud ing  several cases o f  sex d i  sc r im ina t ion  which 
were never heard because no federa l  funds were d i r e c t l y  involved.  To o rder  
t h e  twenty-seven-page repor t  by Marcia D. Greenberger and C.A. Beier, send $2 
t o  t h e  National Women's Law Center, Su i t e  100, 1616 P St., NW, Washington, DC 
20036. 

THROUGH HER EYES: RESOURCES FOR WOMEN1'S STUDIES i s  a ser ies  o f  several h a l f -  
hour videotapes accompanied by workbooks. -The tapes are  a v a i l  abl e 
i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  as a series, o r  by module. For nbre information, contact the  
School o f  Continuing Education, Room 302, Administ rat ion B u i l d i  ng, Car leton 
Un ive rs i t y  , Ottawa, Ontari  o K1S 586 Canada (613-564-6660). 

Physical and emotional -changes associated w i t h  menopause a re  among the  t o p i c s  
discussed by Nancy C. Doyle i n  UNDERSTANDING M E  MENOPAUSE. The twenty- four-  
page pamphlet, no. 651, may be ordered f o r  $1 from Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  Pamphlets, 
381 Park Ave, S., New York, NY 10016-8884. 

Audi o tapes from the Un i ve r s i t y  o f  I 1  1 i n o i s  a t  Urbana-Champaign ' s  CHANCELLOR'S 
SEMINAR ON SEXUAL HARASSMENT: ISSU ANSWERS d SOLUTIONS (he ld  May 9 
and AFkIRMATIVt ACTION, EQUAL EMPL NT OPPORTUNITIES AND PERSONNEL6 iS:U$. 
FALL R O U m B L t  (September 22, 1 9 m  cost  $5 each. Order f r an  the  Un ive rs i t y  
o f  I 1  l i n o i s .  Urbana-Cham~aiqn A f f i rma t i ve  Act ion  Nonacademic Of f ice .  Rm. 136 
Personnel services ~ l d ~ . ' ,  52 E. Gregory Dr., Champaign, I L  61820 (217-333- 
2147). 



WISCONSIN BIBLIOGRAPHIES IN 21 . 

WOMEN'S STUDIES 

Two new t i t l e s  have recent ly  been added t o  t he  ser ies " W i  sconsi n 
Bibl iographies i n  Women's Studles." Susan Searing's "A Quick Guide t o  L i b ra r y  
Research on Women and the Ar ts"  l i s t s  indexes, core books and per iod ica ls ,  
b i  b l  i ographi es, and other resources on women and t he  a r t s  i n  general ; i n  t h e  
v isua l  a r t s ;  i n  w s i c  ( inc lud ing  discographies) ; i n  f i l m  ( i nc l ud ing  
f i lmographies);  and i n  theater, dance and performance a r t .  

Another new t i t l e  i s  "The His tory  of  Women i n  Science, Health and 
Techno1 ogy: A Bib1 iographic  Guide t o  t h e  Professions and t h e  D isc ip l ines  ," 
ed i ted  by Searing w i t h  the ass1 stance of Rima D. Apple. Based on the e f f o r t s  
o f  a nationwide group o f  scholars, t he  f i f t y - fou r -page  b ib l iography was funded 
by the Merck Company Foundation, the h e r i c a n  Medical Women's Association, and 
various Univers i  t y  o f  Wisconsin departments and i n d i  v idual  s. I t s  f ou r  sect ions 
are: "Overview," which includes reference sources and general works; 'Sci ence" 
(d iv ided by t he  branches o f  science); "Health" (covering women i n  t he  hea l th  
professions, b i o l og i ca l  and medical views of women, and heal th care issues) ; 
and "Technology." These b ib l iographies and others i n  t he  ser ies  are ava i lab le  
f r e e  o f  charge from: O f f i ce  of  the UW System Women's Studies L ibrar ian,  112A 

' Memorial L ibrary ,  728 State St., Madison, W I  53706 (608) 263-5754. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

WRITING OF MEN AND FEMINISM 

Frank l i n  Abbott, ed. New Men, New Minck:.Breaking Male Trad i t ion.  Freedom, 
CA: Crossing Press, 1987. 200p. pap., $9.95, ISBN 0 - 89594 - 219 - 4. 

Harry Brod, ed. The Making o f  Mascul in i t ies :  The New Men's Studies. Boston, 
MA: A l len  and Unw7n, 1987. 346p. Index. pap., $14.95, ISBN 0-04-497036-6. 

A l i ce  Jardine and Paul Smith, eds. Men i n  Feminism. New York: Methuen, 1987. 
288p. pap., $11.95, ISBN 0-416-01601-4. 

Since Norman Ma i le r ' s  ear l y  attack on Kate M i l l e t  i n  The Pr isoner of Sex, 
(1) men have been w r i t i n g  i n  fea r  and anger against feminism. Though 
misogynist  w r i t i n g  i s  nothing new, such books speak e x p l i c i t l y  t o  femin is t  
c r i t i q u e s  o f  men and mascul in i ty .  Most of the w r i t e r s  i n s i s t  t h a t  men are 
j u s t  as oppressed (as men) as women are oppressed (as women), thereby 
s t r e t ch ing  t he  concept o f  oppression i n t o  absurd i ty  and demonstrating 
incomprehension o f  both the fundamental i ns i gh t s  o f  femin is t  theory and t h e  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  women's (and men's) 1 ives. 

I n  a second and d i f f e r e n t  stream, some men have been t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e  not  
against  but  w i t h  - feminism. The Liberated Man (2) by Warren F a r r e l l  i s  an 
example, as are, two co l l ec t i ons  o f  very personal w r i t i n g s  which emerged from 
men's consciousness-raising groups, Unbecoming Men (3)  and Readings f o r  Men 



A a i n s t  Sexi sm. (4)  These h igh ly  confessional w r i t i ngs  speak about 
-7-3- connect ons etween mascu l in i ty  and sexism, but  a lso explore how the "male sex 
r o l e "  has feedback e f f e c t s  which a re  very damaging t o  men. For example, t h e  
f a t he r i ng  aspect o f  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  "male sex role1' not on ly  burdens women 
w i t h  ch i  l d r e a r i n g  responsi b i  l i t i e s  and c o n t r i  butes t o  t he  de f i n i ng  o f  women as 
mothers; i t also r esu l t s  i n  fa thers '  a l i e n a t i o n  from t h e i r  ch i l d ren  and from 
t h e i r  own fathers. With in t h i s  second stream are also c r i t i q u e s  o f  
mascu l in i t y  from a gay male perspective. The rad ica l  (though now somewhat 
qua in t )  e f f em in i s t  manifestos o f  e a r l y  gay li bera t ion  are  il l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h i s  
approach. 

I n  a t h i r d  and much more recent development, some academic males have 
con t r ibu ted  t o  the  la rge  body o f  scho la r l y  w r i t i n g  created by feminists,  
espec ia l l y  i n  t h e  realm o f  soc ia l  theory. Stephen Heath's The Sexual F ix  (5 )  
i s  a noteworthy example. The w r i t e r s  w i t h i n  t h i s  stream u t j l  i z e  f em in i s t  
theory  i n  ways not un l i ke  e a r l i e r  t h e o r i s t s  used Marxism and psychoanalyt ic 
theory. 

Three recent ly  publ ished works of men and feminism f a l l  i n t o  these second 
and t h i r d  streams. 

New Men, New Minds i s  a compi lat ion o f  prev ious ly  publ ished shor t  
w r i t i n g s  t h a t  are p r i m a r i l y  self-disclosures. Many a re  w r i t t e n  by men who 
formed a pro-femi n i s t  perspect ive and entered a n t i  -sexi s t  pol i t i c a l  ac t  i v i  t y  
as a r e s u l t  o f  personal experiences i n  men's consci ousness-rai s ing  groups. 

The major t op i cs  inc lude men's r e l a t l o n s  ( o r  lack  o f  them) w i t h  t h e i r  
fa thers ,  how men might f a t he r  d l  f f e r e n t l y ,  men's r e l a t i ons  w i  t h  other men 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  the des i re  fo r  male friendship and t he  problem of homophobia), 
connect1 ons between mascul i n i  t y  and v i  olence agai ns t  women (pa r t i c u l a  r l y  rape 
and ba t t e r i ng ) ,  and issues s p e c i f i c  t o  men u h i c h  r a r e l y  rece ive a t t en t i on :  
hea l th  issues, t h e  c i rcumcis ion question, t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  male-on-male rape. 
Cer ta in  stereotypes are questioned -- f o r  example, the  no t ion  t h a t  men more 
e a s i l y  express anger than tears. McLeod and Penberton, who have worked w i t h  
men who ba t te r ,  c la im t h a t  men's anger i s  t y p i c a l l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l i z e d ,  a form 
o f  expression t h a t  i n h i b i t s  intimacy. 

The c o l l e c t i o n  s t r i v e s  t o  present ideas on "new" forms o f  
manhood/mascul i n i t y .  John Stoltenberg, who i s  deeply inf luenced by Andrea 
Dworkin, asks: "So here we are: men, i ns i de  a male-supremacist system, i n s i d e  
a male-supremacist sex class, i n s i de  it as men. What do we do about i t ?  And 
why i s  it so d i f f i c u l t  and so unthinkable t o  l i v e  as a t r a i t o r  t o  t h a t  sex 
class?" (p.126). 

I n  seeking new ways o f  being men, many o f  t he  w r i t e r s  wres t le  w i t h  t h i s  
question. Many f i n d  a so l u t i on  i n  the  c la im t h a t  men, - too, stand t o  b e n e f i t  
as t he  demands of t he  women's movement are  met. For example, Cooper Thompson 
i n  "A New Vis ion o f  Mascul in i ty1 '  argues t h a t  when males and females are 
equa l l y  valued, boys won't have t o  prove themselves t o  other boys. They can 
admit f a i l u r e ,  and they w i l l  seek out oppor tun i t ies  t o  lea rn  from g i r l s  and 
women. . 



There are  serious d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h i s  k l n d  o f  th ink ing ,  which 
reproduces the very sex-gender ideology it seeks t o  undermine. Men are  to1 d 
i t w i l l  be ok f o r  them t o  become so f t ,  nur tur ing,  accepting o f  f a i l u r e  -- j u s t  
l i k e  women! This k lnd  o f  pro- feminist  male t h i nk i ng  shares much w i t h  l i b e r a l  
feminism i n  i t s  tendency t o  see mascu l in i ty  as a r o l e  o r  i n t e r n a l  i zed  
const ruc t  ra the r  than something which e x i s t s  i n  men's r e l a t i ons  w i t h  women, 
ch i ld ren,  and o ther  men. The appeal t o  what men have t o  gain f iom fem in i s t  
demands a l so  overlooks what men have t o  lose: a1 1 t h e  advantages whlch accrue 
t o  men p rec ise ly  because o f  t h e  power which men as men have over women i n  a 
sex i s t  socl ety. 

One w r i t e r  i n  Abbott 's  c o l l e c t l o n  who re j ec t s  the developing new " s o f t "  
mascu l in i ty  i s  Minnesota poet Robert Bly. I n  a widely not iced in terv iew,  
"What Men Real ly  Want,'' B l y  sees t h i s  new, pro- femin is t  manhood as not working 
f o r  men and, i n  f ac t ,  dangerous. B ly  t h i nks  "sens i t i ve "  men need an 
a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  the  strengths and joys o f  maleness f reed from the4 r connection 
t o  v io lence against and power over women. What a re  these pos i t 1  ve but  no t -  
rea l  l y - t h rea ten i  ng-to-women-and-other-men strengths and powers? B ly  answers 
w i t h  h i s  well-known i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the  o l d  f a i r y  t a l e  i n  which a caged 
w i  ldman i s  befr iended by t he  young pr ince,  who eventua l ly  wants t o  set  the  

4 
wildman f ree.  The key t o  the  cage, however, i s  under t he  p r ince 's  mother's 
p i l l ow .  The po in t  seems t o  be t h a t  men's mothers stand i n  the way o f  g e t t i n g  
what men need and what thqy can get on ly  from t h e i r  fa thers :  the  re lease o f  
the  wildman bur ied wi th in .  The problem, B ly  i ns i s t s ,  i s  tha t  the  f a t he r  i n  
contemporary soc ie ty  i s  no longer the re  t o  provide us w i t h  t he  i n i t i a t i o n s  
whlch young men need t o  a t t a i n  a p o s i t i v e  (and, according t o  Bly, not a n t i -  
femi n i  s t )  manhood. Bly attempts, then, t o  re-mythologi ze manhood i n  response 
t o  femi n i s t  c r i t i q u e s  o f  mascul i n i t y  but w i  thout  going the  route  o f  androgyny, 
the  " so f t "  male. 

Many men have found i n  B ly 's  c a l l  t o  j o y f u l  ml'e experience re1 i e f  from 
the  g u i l t  and confusion a l l  t oo  prevalent  among men touched by feminism. 
Fewer have been a l e r t  t o  the dangers o f  such a c a l l .  L ike  most o f  t he  pro- 
femin is t  men's w r i t i n g  i n  Abbott 's book, B ly  essent ia l  i zes  men and completely 
ignores the  h i s t o r y  and v a r i e t i e s  o f  forms o f  mascul in i ty .  Worse, he creates 
sexlgender p o l a r i t i e s  between men and women wh i le  a t  t he  same t ime  
broadcasting an image o f  masculi n i  t y  whlch i s  susp ic ious ly  t r a d i  t i o n a l  . That 
h i s  view i s  eas i l y  co-opted by men who are  d r i ven  t o  reassert  mascu l in i t y  i s  
evidenced by the appearance o f  so-cal led "w i  1 dman workshops," i n  which men 
undergo experiences no t  un l i ke  boot camp. B l y ' s  agenda here i s  a l s o  
susp ic ious ly  heterosexist.  Several w r i t i n  s by pro-femi n i s t  gay men o f f e r  a 
very d i f f e r e n t  form f o r  the "new" masculin 7 ty ,  a form already under 
development on t he  f r i nges  o f  contemporary gay cu l t u re  and ex is ten t  i n  e a r l i e r  
cu l tu res  as we l l  -- f o r  example, i n  the  t r a d i t i o n  o f  the  na t i ve  American 
berdache. 

I n  sum, Abbott 's anthology, though somewhat th in ,  does g ive the  reader an 
overview o f  where much o f  the t h i nk i ng  o f  pro- femin is t  men has been (and i n  
many instances s t i l l  continues t o  f lounder).  It i s  a lso a c o l l e c t l o n  which 
contains dangers, and needs t o  be read c r i t i c a l l y  and caut ious ly .  



A more soph is t ica ted and cur rent  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w r i t i n g s  o f  men and 
feminism i s  Harry Brod's 'The Making of Masculi n i t i e s .  Brod's book i s  intended 
as a t e x t  i n  what he c a l l s  "the new men's studies," and several of the best  
a r t i c l e s  attempt t o  exp la in  and j u s t i f y  the  theory and p rac t i ce  o f  t h i s  
emerging f i e l d .  He organizes the  se lec t ions around the  question o f  t he  
r e l a t i o n  between feminism and t he  c r i t i q u e  o f  mascul in i ty .  Awareness i s  
demonstrated t h a t  mascu l in i t y  , and the contemporary " c r i s i s "  of mascu l in i ty  , 
have both a h i s t o r y  and a d i ve r s i t y .  

Joseph Pleck 's opening a r t i c l e  sets the  tone f o r  t he  l a t e r  pieces. Pleck 
shows t h a t  the theory  o f  sex-ro le i d e n t i t y  has been t he  dominant model i n  t he  
soc ia l  sciences for  understandi ng male experience. That model has d i  s t o r t ed  
our understanding o f  men and women and has prevented us even from asking t h e  
r i g h t  questions. By showing how mascu l in i t y  came t o  be equated w i t h  male 
personal i d e n t i t y ,  Pleck i s  able t o  d r i v e  a wedge between maleness and 
mascu l in i ty ,  between being a b i o l og i ca l  male and being a c e r t a i n  k i n d  o f  human 
def ined i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  (against)  another k i nd  o f  human (women). 

4 I n  "The Case for  Men's Studies," Brod sets out an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  ill- 
conceived sex-role i d e n t i t y  paradigm: t he  men's s tud ies  model . After  b r i e f l y  
c l e a r i n g  away t h e  object ions t h a t  most studies have always been men's studies 
and t h a t  feminism alread studies men, Brod attempts t o  de l inea te  h i s  vers ion 
o f  men's studies as -d a i e  d which focuses d i  r e c t l y  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  on men, 
bu t  wi thout  t ak i ng  the  male as universal  norm o r  r ecap i t u l a t i ng  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  ' 

male-biased scholarship. Wi th in  men's studies he f u r t h e r  d is t ingu ishes 
"femal e - i den t i f i ed "  and "male- ident i f ied"  approaches -- a confusing d i v i s i o n  
a t  best. What Brod seems t o  be ge t t i ng  a t  i s  t h a t  studies o f  men i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  feminism must take account no t  on ly  o f  t he  negat ive feedback e f f e c t s  on men 
b u t  a lso  of how t he  mechanisms t h a t  produce those unhappy r e s u l t s  f o r  men are 
the  same ones which confer  power on men and thus con t r ibu te  t o  t he  
subordinat ion o f  women. This l a s t  po i n t  i s  a c ruc i a l  one f o r  t he  cur rent  
controversy over whether i t  i s  t ime t o  move from women's s tud ies  (and men's 
s tud ies )  t o  gender studies. I f  gender studies i s  motivated by a k i n d  o f  
fa i rness doct r ine,  then it i s n ' t  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  women's s tud ies  and i t  
misconceives what men's studies should be about. 

A f t e r  l ay ing  t he  t heo re t i ca l  framework for  men's studies, Mascul i n i  t i e s  
concentrates on examples o f  pro- feminist  men's studies i n  ac t ion.  Many o f  t h e  
essays are soc io log ica l ,  t ak i ng  up t he  myths and r e a l i t i e s  o f  men a t  work and 
play, and men's re la t ionsh ips  w i th  other men. The a r t i c l e s  on male f r i endsh ip  
tend toward disappointment: though we lea rn  t h a t  male in t imacy i s  def ined 
d i f f e r e n t l y  from female by emphasizing companionship- for-act iv i ty  ra the r  than 
i n t ima te  se l f -d isc losure,  we don' t  see t h i s  explored very f a r  o r  t i e d  t o  
issues of int imacy i n  male-female re la t ionsh ips  o r  t o  1 i k e l y  connections w i t h  
male ac t ing  out (v io lence).  The mater ia l  fa res  somewhat b e t t e r  when t h e  
con t r ibu to rs  t u r n  t o  the  issue o f  v io lence d i r e c t l y  and argue t h a t  " v i o l e n t  
men are  not  deviants o r  non-conformists; they are overconformists, men who 
have responded a1 1 t o o  f m y  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  male s o c i a l i z a t i o n "  
(p.51). But t h i s  view has long been pointed out  by women. 



Perhaps the  outstanding a r t i c l e  i n  t he  app l ied sect ion o f  t he  book i s  
Clyde F rank l in  11's d iscussion o f  what he c a l l s  the  decimation o f  Black men, 
brought about by t he  movement o f  Black men f r a n  a r o l e  t h a t  minimized gender 
d l  f ferences t o  one t h a t  embraced "America's ideas about mascul i n i t y  ( e  .g., 
competi t iveness, aggressiveness, violence, s u f f i c i e n t  distance from 
fem in i n i t y ) "  (pp.165-66). The f i n a l  essays i n  t he  volume address the  
possi b i  1 i t i e s  o f  rereading 1 i t e r a r y  t e x t s  f r a n  a men 's  s tud ies  perspective. 
While t h e  need f o r  such rereadings i s  we l l  stated, the  actual  examples o f f e red  
lack  depth. 

The most outstandl ng p iece i n  t he  e n t i r e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  coauthored by 
th ree  Austra l ians.  I n  "Toward a New Sociology o f  Mascul in i ty ,"  Tim Carrigan, 
Bob Connell, and John Lee face w i t h  amazing honesty how the t y p i c a l  men's 
1 i t e r a t u r e  o f  the  1970's i n t e r p r e t s  oppression as a func t ion  o f  sex roTe 
r i g i d i t i e s ,  and thus can conclude t h a t  men i n  general w i l l  gain from women's 
1 i b e r a t i o n  since feminism works t o  undo these r i g i d  ro les.  The w r i t e r s  f i n d  
t h i s  idea t o  be "naive a t  best, and a t  worst d l  shonest" (p.80). I n  t h e i r  
view, the l i b e r a t i o n  o f  women must mean a loss  o f  power f o r  men, as we1 1 as a 
great  deal o f  personal pain. They argue thatit i s  i n  t he  r e l a t i o n s  between 
men and women, not i n  some abst rac t  d i f ferences,  t h a t  oppression i s  t o  be 
found. 

Further, they po in t  out t h a t  t h i s  e r r o r  d i s t o r t s  our understanding o f  t he  
p o s i t i o n  o f  heterosexual men i n  t he  sexual p o l i t i c s  o f  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  
count r ies  today. According t o  Carr igan et a1 . , gay a c t i v i s t s  were the  f i r s t  
group o f  men t o  address and challenge "hegemonic mascul ini ty." This i s  no t  
su rp r i s ing ,  f o r  i n  s p i t e  o f  r e t a i n i ng  many o f  t h e  male p r i v i l eges  t h a t  a l l  men 
have, gay men as gay are oppressed by some o f  t he  same power r e l a t i ons  which 
oppress women. 

I f  the work by Carrigan, Connell alrd Lee i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  men's s tud ies  
a t  i t s  best, then men's studies might share w i t h  women's s tud ies  t he  p r o j e c t  
o f  deconstruct ing and recons t i t u t i ng  knowledge. L ike  women's studies, it can 
make the c ruc i  a1 d i s t i n c t i o n  between the  rece i  ved ideas o f  pa t r i a r cha l  
ideology and the emerging s p e c i f i c i t i e s  of,  i n  t h i s  case, men. Central t o  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  the  uncovering o f  t he  ideo log ies  and pract ices o f  mascu l in i ty .  
Yet femi n i  s t s  and pro-femi n i s t s  a1 i ke w i  11 have t o  approach these 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h  a wary eye, as usual. 

What i s  t he  r e l a t i o n  o f  men (espec ia l ly  academics) t o  f em in i s t  w r i t i n g  
and theory? Co-edited by A l i ce  Jardine and Paul Smith, Men i n  Feminism 
contains con t r ibu t ions  from both men and women who represent a d i v e r s i t y  o f  
femi n i s t  viewpoints, and who provide a spectrum o f  t heo re t i ca l  analyses about 
men's place i n  feminism. A1 1 o f  the  cont r ibutors ,  however, c u r r e n t l y  do 
scho la r l y  work i n  t he  i n t e r sec t i on  o f  femi n i s t  theory w i t h  postmodernism, and 
they explore how t h i s  by now we1 1 - t r a f f i c k e d  area i s  both congruent and 
con f l i c ted .  Though some o f  the  a r t i c l e s  take up the  cent ra l  question o f  men 
doing femin is t  c r i t i c i s m  and theory through discussions o f  11 t e r a r y  t e x t s  and 
f i l m s  (e.g., J u d i t h  Mayne's "Walking t he  Tightrope o f  Feminism arid Male 
Desi re" ) ,  most o f  t he  w r i t i n g  d i r e c t l y  addresses t he  question i n  broad 
t heo re t i ca l  sweeps. The volume i s  not f o r  the  i n t e l  l e c tua l  l y  fa in t -hear ted  



and w i l l  be opaque wi thout  some acquaintance w l t h  both very recent femi n i s t  
theory  and postmoderni s t  theory. 

With the  f i r s t  sentence o f  t he  f i r s t  se lec t ion  we encounter Stephen 
Heath's view t h a t  "Men's r e l a t i o n  t o  feminism i s  an impossible one" (p.1). 
Men are necessar i ly  r e l a t ed  t o  feminism, Heath says, because femlnlsm 
necessar i ly  changes men, too, as it moves toward t he  ending o f  women's 
oppression. But men a re  also necessar i ly  excluded from femlnlsm, f o r  women 
a re  i t s  subjects and men i t s  ob jec ts  of study. A man's des i re  t o  be a 
femin is t ,  " t o  be a subject  the re  too i n  feminism," i s ,  i n  Heath's view, a k ind  
o f  f e i n t ,  perhaps t he  l a s t  i n  the  long h i s t o r y  o f  women's co lon izat ion.  

But t h i s  does not mean f o r  Heath t h a t  men can do nothing f o r  and w i t h  
femlnlsm. To begin wi th ,  men can ask "what i s  feminism fo r  me? O r ,  how do I 
change, who am I i f  I 1 i sten and respond t o  femlnlsm, if I understand w i  t h  i t s  
understanding?" Men can only be w i t h  feminlsm from the  outside, so t o  speak; 
though "w i th in "  t h a t  outs ide men can do t h e i r  own b i t  o f  &const ruc t ing and 
un f i x ing .  Hence, Heath says, men need t o  t h i n k  through sameness and 
d i  f fe rence and otherness. . 

d Several of t he  essays revolve around E la ine Showalter 's " C r i t i c a l  Cross- 
Dressing: Male Feminists and t h e  Woman o f  t h e  Year." Showalter appears t o  
take  t he  pos i t i on  t h a t  men's r e l a t i o n  t o  feminism i s  not impossible i n  the  way 
Heath th inks ;  but  her concern i s  t h a t  men are i n  f a c t  (and of ten 
i n t e n t i o n a l l y )  o s i n  as feminist .  Using t he  example o f  Dust in Hoffman's 
Toots ie  character  v n t h e  movie o f  t h a t  name, she draws an analogy w i t h  cur rent  
male 1 i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  who are making use o f  femin is t  c r i t i c i s m  and wonders 
whether such men are  r e a l l y  feminist .  Showalter presents a persuasive 
argument t h a t  "Toots ie 's  cross-dressing i s  a way o f  promoting t h e  no t ion  of 
masculine power wh i le  masking i t" (p.123). Male femin is t  c r i t i c i s m  may be 
doing the same. 

Naorni Schor's "Dream1 ng D i  ssymetry: Barthqs, Foucault and Sexual 
D i f fe rence"  expresses t he  worry t h a t  many of t he  male w r i t e r s  i n  t he  volume, 
along w l t h  t h e i r  postmodernist i n t e l l e c t u a l  heroes, may be up t o  y e t  another 
pha l l ocen t r i c  erasure o f  women. Her worry here i s  d i rec ted  a t  t he  pos i t i on  o f  
those l i k e  Foucault and Heath who deny women's d i f ference.  " A t  t he  r i s k  o f  
being a wa l l f l ower  a t  the  ca rn iva l  o f  p l u r a l  sexual i t i e s , "  says Schor, "I 
would ask: what i s  t o  say t h a t  the discourse o f  sexual ind i f fe rence/pure 
d i f f e rence  i s  not t he  l a s t  o r  ( less t r iumphant ly )  t h e  l a t e s t  ruse o f  
p ha1 1 ocent r i  sm?" (p .log). 

Though he seems less  sure o f  h i s  pos i t i on  i n  the  dialogue w l t h  Jardine 
which c loses t he  anthology, i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  Paul Smith asserts t h a t  men can be 
i n  feminlsm and make a con t r i bu t i on  t o  femin is t  theory by making i t  more se l f -  
r e f l e c t i v e .  '[Men] can be the re  t o  help t o  subvert, unse t t l e  and undermine 
t h e  (seemingly ra the r  f a s t  t o  s e t t l e )  laws o f  t h e  discourse" (p.39). But Cary 
Nelson po in ts  out i n  "Men, Feminism: The M a t e r i a l i t y  o f  Discourse" t h a t  t h e  
disputes and d i f fe rences w i t h i n  femi n i s t  thought "seem t o  be more d iverse and 
mutua l ly  c r i t i c a l  than the  d i f fe rences w i t h i n  any o ther  body o f  theory i n  t h e  
contemporary c r i t i c a l  scene." It hard ly  seems t h a t  men are  needed t o  keep 
femin is t  t h i nk i ng  "honest." Further, Nelson wonders whether men present ly  
have anything unique t o  con t r ibu te  t o  feminist wr i t i ng .  



Somewhat surpr is ing ly ,  ed i to r  A l i ce  Jardi ne answers wi th  a t en ta t i ve  
"yes" when she wri tes tha t  a f t e r  a t  leas t  twenty years of  femin is t  theory men 
could a f t e r  feminism take on some o f  the  f i e l d s  and issues most addressed by 
feminists. For example, men could explore theor ies o f  representation and 
theor ies of  men's relat ionships t o  violence. And she i n s i s t s  t ha t  men have 
not even begun t o  think about t h e i r  mothers. 

Some few of the wr i t ings i n  New Men, New Minds and The Maki n o f  4 Mascul i n i t i e s  reverberate with Jardine's sense tha t  there s a con r i  u t i on  
f o r  men t o  make here; and they reverberate i n  a way which the wr i t ings by the 
men i n  Jardine and Smith's volume i n  general do not. These academic male 
wr i te rs  apparently have not a l l i e d  wi th  feminism through CR experience, have, 
not been ac t i ve  i n  anti-rape work or i n  the formation of men's chi ldcare 
co l l ec t i ves  or i n  an t i  -sexi s t  organizing. The absence o f  personal p o l i t i c a l  
engagement, coupled w i th  t he  resence of ent ry  i n t o  femi nism through an 
essenti a1 l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  / t h e o k E T r o u t e ,  produces w r i  ti ng which, however 
well intended, erects i t s e l f  i n  feminism as an intrusion. 

The volume ends w i th  a dialog between Jardine and Smith, suggesting t h i s  
discussion might continue, tha t  t h i s  co l l ec t i on  o f  papers i s  barely a s t a r t .  
Yet, having the  l a s t  word i n  the  discussion, Jardine suggests tha t  the whole ' question o f  men i n  feminism needs t o  be ar t i cu la ted  d i f f e ren t l y .  Keeping the 
present terms o f  the debate, she sqys, w i  11 not help " t o  b r i  ng t o  b i  r t h  a new 
non-paranoid, non-male, non-heterocentric, form of a l l i ance  between men and 
women f o r  the future. ..I' (p.263). 

Jardine doesn't t e l l  us what that  d i f f e r e n t  a r t i c u l a t i o n  might look l i k e ;  
but i f  she i s  correct, then wr i t i ng  o f  men and feminism i s  a w r i t i n g  yet t o  be 
wri t ten. 

- -- Duane A1 len 

[Duane Al len i s  Associate Professor o f  Philosophy a t  the  UW-Center-Rock Co. 
He cur ren t ly  serves on the UW Centers Women's Studies Program Committee.] 
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PORNOGRAPHY'S ONGOING DEBATE. 

Betty-Carol Sel l e n  and P a t r i c i a  A. Young, eds. Feminists, Pornography, and 
t h e  Law: An Annotated B ib l iography o f  Confl i c t ,  1970-19 amden, CT: 
L i b r a r y  Pro fess iona l  Pub1 l c a t i o n s ,  1987. 204p. index. 86i25!O0, ISBN 0-208- 
02124-8. LC 87-2915. 

Edward Donnerstein, Daniel  L inz ,  IJI Steven Penrod, The Quest ion  o f  
Pornography: Research F i  ndi ngs and P o l i c y  Imp1 i ca t i ons .  New York: The Free 
Press. 1987. 2 7 4 ~ .  ill. b i b l .  index. $22 . 95 . ISBN 0 -02-907521-1. LC 86- 

One of t he  most con t rove rs ia l  issues among femin i s t s  i s  pornography. 
Most would agree t h a t  i t i s  dehumanizing and degrading t o  women - -  t h e  
disagreement i s  over what t o  do about it. Some argue f o r  s t rong l e g i s l a t i o n  
aga ins t  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n :  o thers  argue t h a t  such censorship i s  
a g rea te r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  human freedan than the  p a r t i c u l a r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  women's 
freedom represented by pornography. The debate has been going on s ince  t h e  
beginning of t h e  contemporary women's mvement and i s  not l i k e l y  t o  be s e t t l e d  
f o r  some time. 

4 

Two important  new books prov ide some perspect ive  on the  issue: 
Femi n i s t s  , 'Pornography, and t h e  Law: An ~ n i l o t a t e d  Bi b l i  ography o f  Conf 1 i ct ,  - t e d  by Betty-Carol Sel l e n  and P a t r i c i a  oung, and The 'u%.::f 6b?brnography: Research F i n d i  ngs and Pol i c y A i m i l  i c a t i o n s  ,v Edward 
Donnerstein, Danie l  Linz, and Steven Penrod. Both a re  t i m e l y  and v i t a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  the  complex issue o f  pornography and i t s  impact on a t t i t u d e s  
and behavior.  Each book attempts t o  present i t s  i n fo rma t ion  i n  a balanced ' 

manner, as f r e e  o f  b ias  as possible. T h e t i t l e s  acknowledge t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  subject :  it i s  t h e  quest ion o f  pornography; a documentation o f  
c o n f l i c t .  

Se l l en  and Young's book i s  an annotated b ib l i og raphy  o f  ma te r ia l s  
represent ing  a l l  s ides o f  t h e  antipornography debate. Annotat ions r e f l e c t  
content  on l y  and are  not b iased o r  judgmental. The expressed aim o f  t h e  book 
i s  t o  "help people form a though t fu l ,  a c t i v e  response t o  t h e  compl icated 
issues of e q u a l i t y  fo r  women, sexual freedom, and the  preservat ion'  o f  f r e e  
speech" (p.4). The compilers inc lude no t  on l y  publ ished mate r ia l s  b u t  a l s o  
unpubl ished repor t s  and a l i s t  o f  re levan t  organizat ions from 1970 t o  l a t e  
1986. P a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  t o  teachers i s  t h e  nonpr in t  l i s t i n g ,  a va luab le  
guide t o  audiov isuals on t h e  subject.  

An extremely usefu l  resource f o r  research as we l l  as f o r  general readers, 
t h e  work i s  a thorough and s i g n i f i c a n t  b ib l i og raphy  o f  ma te r ia l s  on t h e  debate 
over pornography. Se l l en  and Young inc lude  few research repor t s  on t h e  l i n k  
between v iewing pornography and committ ing v i o l e n t  acts, bu t  t h a t  i s  no t  t h e i r  
subject .  This i s  the  area addressed by Donnerstein, Linz, and Penrod. 

The Quest ion o f  Pornography presents t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  most recent  
research on t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  exposure t o  pornography on behav io r  and a t t i t u d e s .  
The book a l s o  discusses t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  images o f  women o the r  than those most 



people would consider pornographic. I n  f ac t ,  Donnerstei n, L i  nz, and Penrod 
contend t h a t  sexual images themselves are not  harmful; rather,  i t i s  v i o l e n t  
images alone o r  the sexual iza t ion o f  violence t ha t  produces the an t i soc ia l  
e f f e c t s  reported by social science research. Any discussion o f  pornography 
needs t o  take  t h i s  c ruc ia l  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n t o  considerat ion. Indeed, t he  
f i n d i n g  o f  the 1970 President 's Commission on Obscenity and Pornography (1 )  
t h a t  pornography had no harmful e f f e c t s  was based l a rge l y  on mater ia l  
po r t ray ing  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  violence, i n  cont rast  t o  the widespread images of  
violence against women tha t  are the commona fa re  o f  pornography today. 

The studies noted i n  The Question o f  Pornography are la rge ly  those which 
found t h a t  some people exposed i n  a laboratory s e t t l n g  t o  ce r t a i n  mate r ia l s  
s imula t ing aggression against women did, i n  fac t ,  e x h i b i t  calloused a t t i t udes  
about rape and an i nsensi t i v i  t y  t o  violence against women. Donnerstei n, L i  nz , 
and Penrod are aware o f  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  inherent  i n  attempting t o  formulate 
l ega l  p o l i c i e s  based on the research of soc ia l  s c i en t i s t s  i n  laboratory  
set t ings;  they address t h i s  issue d i r e c t l y  i n  order t o  provide a context 
w i t h i n  which t o  evaluate the research f ind ings  they repor t  on the e f f e c t s  of 
media violence on behavior. Furthermore, they acknowledge the many var iables 
t h a t  a f f ec t  behavior o r  a t t i t u d e  changes a f t e r  viewing v io len t  media. 
F i na l l y ,  the authors ca re fu l l y  word t h e i r  conclusion about the studies they 

, have rev1 ewed : 

Exposure t o  m d i  a v i  01 ence promotes aggressive behavior only under 
ce r t a i n  condi t ions and f o r  ce r t a i n  persons. Each o f  these 
var iab les  plays a r o l e  i n  heightening t h e  p robab i l i t y  t ha t  actual 
violence w i l l  ensue a f t e r  exposure t o  media violence. Most often, 
however, media e f f e c t s  are r e l a t i v e l y  weak -- they may resu l t  i n  a 
temporary tendency t o  verbal hos t i  1 i t y  and i r r i t a b i l i t y .  Personal 
and environmental r es t ra i n t s  make i t u n l i k e l y  t h a t  an observer 
w i l l  actual l y  engage i n  v io len t  behavior. (p.22) 

Despi te disclaimers and cautious wording, the research they report ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the e f f ec t s  o f  violence i n  R-rated (not  X-rated) movies, 
offers compelling reasons why, a t  the very 1&ast, parents ought t o  monitor the - 
t e l e v i s i o n  and theater  movies t h e i r  ch i ld ren  are watching. By r e s t r i c t i n g  
those under eighteen from seeing X-rated fi lms, we may be t e l l i n g  young people 
t h a t  sexual v io lence i s  permissib le but nonviolent  sexual re la t ionsh ips  are 
not. 

For those over eighteen who view R-rated v io len t  movies and pornography 
conta in ing graphic depict ions o f  violence against women, the resu l t  i s  a 
general desens i t iza t ion t o  female suf fer ing and a greater  to lerance o f  such 
depict ions.  Donnerstei n, Linz and Penrod have found t he  debr ie f ing  sessions 
fo l lowing t h e i r  research t o  be q u i t e  he lp fu l  i n  counteracting the resu l t s  o f  
viewing violence against women. They advise a special  f i l m  r a t i n g  category 
w i t h  warnings and audience age res t r i c t i ons ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  "materials t h a t  
po r t ray  rape o r  other forms o f  sexual violence, whether e x p l i c i t l y  o r  not, i n  
ways t h a t  suggest t h a t  women deserve, want, o r  bene f i t  from such treatment" 
(p.170). The imp l i ca t ion  f o r  adu l t  audiences i s  t h a t  education about t he  
under ly i  ng h o s t i l  i t y  i n  pornographic and mainstream m d i  a depict ions of  



v io lence against  women might go f a r  t o  m i  t i g a t e  against  harmful e f f e c t s  o f  
exposure t o  such images. 

Feml n i  s ts,  Pornography, and t h e  Law and The Quest ion o f  Pornograp 
both valuable new resources. Sel l en  and Young cover a broad spectrum o 
mate r ia l s  from a va r ie ty  o f  sources, da t ing  from the  f i r s t  Pres ident 's  
Commission on Obscenity and Pornography. They address the  p a r t i c u l a r  issue o f  
pornography and F i r s t  Amendment impl ica t ions,  prov id ing a f a i r l y  balanced set 
o f  mater ia ls  f o r  both sides o f  the  debate. Donnerstein, Linz, and Penrod 
repor t  on soc ia l  science research over t he  same period, and inc lude a f i f t y -  
s i x  page bib l iography.  They also address t he  censorship issue, both i n  t h e i r  
i n t r oduc t i on  and i n  a separate chapter e n t l  t l e d  "The Search f o r  Legal 
Solutions.'' However, they are  spec i f i ca l  l y  i n te res ted  i n  the v i o l e n t  
component o f  pornography and i t s  po ten t i a l  e f f e c t  on a t t i t u d e s  and behavior. 
The books stand a1 one but a1 so complement one another exceptional l y  we1 1 . 

-- Katherine Anne Ackley 

[Katherine Anne (White) Ackley i s  Women's Studies Coordinator and Associate 
Professor o f  Engl ish a t  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Wisconsin a t  Stevens Point.  She i s  
c u r r e n t l y  e d i t i n g  a book o f  essays on v io lence and women i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and 
1111 be on sabbat ical  spr ing semester t o  work on a book on Barbara Pym.] 

NOTES 

1 U.S. C m m i  ss ion on Obscenity and Pornography. Report. Washington, DC: 
U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  Of f i ce ,  1970. 

GROWING OLDER AFFIRMATIVELY 

Paul a Brown Doress and Diana Laskin Siegal and the Midl i f e  and Older Women 
Book Pro jec t ,  i n  cooperat ion w i t h  t he  Boston Women's Health Book Co l lec t i ve .  .. 
Ourselves, Growing Older: Women Aging w i t h  Knowledge and Power. New York: 

mon and Schuster, P . index. 24.95, ISBN 0-671- 
$1501-7; pap. , LC 87-12898: 

Do we need y e t  another book from the  Boston Women's Health Co l lec t i ve ,  o r  
indeed another book a t  a l l  on o lde r  women's hea l th  and welfare, since the re  
are  already many dozens? This i s  t o  say nothing o f  t he  numbers o f  magazine 
and newspaper a r t i c l e s  and t e l e v i  s ion specials t h a t  deal w i t h  d l  sease and the 
economics o f  growing o l d  and s ick.  To answer my own question: Yes, I t h i n k  
we do need t h i s  book. 

Who remembers t h a t  the o r i g i na l  1971 Our Bodies, Ourselves was one-ha1 f 
inch t h i c k ,  had 276 pages inc lud ing  index, cost  $2.95, and had a problem 
g e t t i n g  publ ished by Simon and Schuster? I n  Ourselves, Growing Older, t he  
f i f t h  book i n  the  Co l l ec t i ve ' s  series, we have a volume one-and-one-half 
inches t h i c k  w i t h  511 numbered pages, p lus  dedicat ion, acknowledgments ( t o  526 
women con t r ibu to rs ) ,  foreword, two prefaces, and a weight o f  a t  l e a s t  th ree  



pounds. Obvi ously not intended f o r  recreat iona l  reading, t h i s  reference work 
may nevertheless grab a reader once she takes a look a t  it, because i t says 
such substant ia l  th ings i n  such a sa t i s f ac to r y  way, no punches p u l l e d  
anywhere. You might want t o  r es t  i t on your desk, however, because i t  i s  much 
t oo  heavy fo r  a r t h r i t i c  hands t o  hold f o r  any length  of time. 

Ski 11 f u l  e d i t i n g  i s  what holds t h i s  enormous undertaki ng togeth,er. 
A1 though many wdmen had a hand i n  producing the  vol  ume, ed i t o r s  Doress and 
Siegal are experienced teachers and wr i te rs ,  w i t h  degrees i n  psycholo?y and 
pub l i c  admin is t ra t ion,  respect ive ly ,  who have a shared focus on women s hea l th  
issues and the  inadequacies of t h i s  country 's  hea l th  system t o  the  needs of 
o l d  and poor women. Doress, h founder o f  BWHC and coordinator  o f  the  chapter  
"Women Growlng Older" i n  The New Our Bodies, Ourselves, (1)  r e a l i  zed t h a t  a 
s ing le  chapter could not  possib ly cover the  whole cons te l l a t i on  of issues t h a t  
face women past  t h i r t y - f  i v e  years o f  age. The volume t h a t  grew out of t h a t  
chapter i s  nothing less than a course on how t o  conduct the  r es t  o f  your l i f e ,  
beginning i n  t he  mid-years. While t h a t  may seem a formidable assignment even 
f o r  a book, given the  growing complexity o f  obta in ing hea l th  care services, 
no t  t o  mention being able t o  pay f o r  them, it i s  important f o r  women t o  know 
the  t e r r i t o r y  and the compilers have done a c red ib le  job  o f  cover ing it. 

A Most chapters have a number o f  cont r ibutors ,  i n  add i t i bn  t o  one o r  both . 
o f  t he  ed i tors .  Yet the s t y l e  remains coherent and i s  only r e p e t i t i v e  when a 
subject  requires enlarging. The physical  look o f  t he  pages i s  much t he  same 
as previous Col l  ec t i ve  books. Many uncapti  oned photographs o f  i nd i v i dua l s  and 
women i n  groups g ive f l a v o r  t o  the  chapters, adding va r i e t y  t o  the  two-column 
page by breaking up otherwise s o l i d  type. Enclosed i n  sidebars and i n  boxes 
separate from t h e  main t e x t  i s  add i t iona l  important  in format ion -- f o r  
example, how t o  ask appropr iate questions about a p a r t i c u l a r  disease o r  hea l th  
problem. The i t a l  i c i  zed statements by hundreds o f  women -- heterosexual , 
lesbian,  o l d  and young, and i d e n t i f i e d  .only by age --' under l ine  the  chapter 
themes and of fer  an eye-opening var,iety of response t o  the  a f f l i c t i o n s  o f  
poverty, disease, sexism, ageism, and death. Samples o f  l o v e l y  poetry a l s o  
ampl i fy  the  topics.  \ 

T ish Smmers, a founder o f  t he  Older Wanen's Network, dead of cancer 
before  the  completion o f  the  book, was an e a r l y  and en thus ias t i c  backer o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  and wrote both the foreword and concluding chapter, "Changing Society 
and Ourselves." "Growing o l d  i s  not easy," she wrote, "espec ia l ly  i f  you a re  
poor and alone, as i s  the  case w i t h  the ma jo r i t y  o f  agi ng women, many of whom 
s l i p  i n t o  poverty i n  t h e i r  l a t e r  years. It takes a l o t  o f  i n t e rna l  s t reng th  
t o  cope w i t h  increasing i n f i  rm i t i e s  o r  chronic pain, and t he  loss  of choices 
brought about by reduced circumstances and physical  1 i m i  t a t i ons .  It a1 so 
takes preparat ion wel l  before the ca lami t ies  s t r i ke ,  and deciding as ea r l y  as 
poss ib le  what k ind  o f  o lde r  woman you want t o  be" (p.404). Sommers describes 
the  rewards of having decided t o  become an advocate and "pushing the  
establishment t o  be more i n  tune w i th  the  needs o f  those who are hu r t i ng  -- 
i nc l ud i ng  yourself..." (p.404). 

Compassion for those who care fo r  o lder  people i s  the  theme o f  a chapter 
l a b e l l e d  "Caregiving;" Authors Fradkin and L i b e r t i  remind us o f  t h e  
ex t raord inary  s t ress  placed on the constant caregiver who may o f t en  not be i n  



superb hea l th  herse l f .  Helping a parent  wh i le  s t i l l  working f u l l  -time, 
running a household, even perhaps ca r ing  f o r  her own o f f sp r ing ,  can combine t o  
c reate  a t r u e  hor ro r  story.  Statements by women who have been o r  are now 
caregivers make f o r  st rong and sad reading. 

Daughters ra ther  than sons are s t i l l  t he  pre fer red caregivers, a 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  pe r s i s t s  as one o f  t he  most long-1 ived symptoms of a 
pa t r i a r cha l  society.  The authors note the  value o f  sel f -help '  and support 
groups f o r  caregivers, and t he  importance of t h i n k i n g  beforehand about t h e  day 
t h a t  such care w i l l  be needed, i nc lud ing  plans f o r  management o f  money. They 
l i s t  a range o f  services caregivers should know about, such as case 
management, adu l t  day care, r esp i t e  care, and about a dozen types o f  home care 
serv ices t h a t  may be ca l l ed  on. "As long as careg iv ing i s  viewed so le l y  as a 
woman's concern ," they wr i te ,  "it r i s k s  being overlooked by l e g i  s l  a to rs  and 
policy-makers, unless we become advocates f o r  change. When l e g i s l a t o r s ,  bent  
on balancing budgets, romanticize fami l y  care, we must remind them t h a t  women 
who care f o r  fami l y  members need support serv ices and compensation" (p.212).- 

I n  "Problems i n  t he  Medical Care System," ed i tor /author  Siegal out1 i nes 
the  inadequacies and i n j u s t i c e s  inherent  i n  t h i s  country 's  hea l th  care system, 
desp i te  t h e  general be1 i e f  t h a t  we have t he  best hea l th  care i n  t he  world. 
She po in ts  out t h a t  we are the  only Western i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  country besides 
South A f r i ca  t h a t  does not have a nat iona l  hea l th  care system. Other 
count r ies  keep many more people h e a l t h i e r  longer than t he  United States and a t  
a lower cost. As p ro f  i t -making f i  rms increas i  ngly take over hospi ta ls,  
nurs ing homes, and other f a c i l i t i e s ,  Siegal notes, t he  profusion of serv ices 
and the fragmentat ion t h a t  f o l l ow  deny access by poor people t o  needed care. 
P r i va te  f i  rms want people who can pay f o r  service. 

Siegal makes as c l ea r  as anyone can t he  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  Medicare and 
Medicaid, always f r u s t r a t i n g  and never easy t o  understand, especial l y  when a 
person must deal w i t h  them wi thout  an advocate. I f  you have not a1 ready f e l t  
f ea r  and l oa th i ng  f o r  t he  present system and t he  ways it works t o  t h e  
disadvantage of a l l  o f  us, you are bound t o  feel those emotions upon reading 
t h i s  chapter. The author a lso condemns t he  Reagan admin is t ra t ion 's  plans f o r  
"catas t roph ic  coverage ," i t s  so l u t i on  t o  hea l th  care problems, as inadequate 
and misleading. What t h l s  country needs t o  r e p a i r  our patchwork system i s  a 
tax-supported universal  hea l t h  care system. That a1 one w i  11 begin t o  improve 
a system especi a1 l y  cruel  t o  poor and aging women. 

If you love li sts, as I do, the  long and comprehensive "Resources" 
compi lat ion a t  the end o f  the book w i l l  be espec ia l l y  sa t i s fac to ry .  Under 
"General Resources" i s  a l i s t  of organizat ions and pub l ica t ions t h a t  pe r ta in  
t o  women and aging i n  general. Follow1 ng t h l s  sect ion are resources t h a t  
r e f e r  t o  each chapter i n  the book. "Agi ng We1 1 ," for  example, has sub- 
headings such as Stress Management; Massage; Self -Help and Support Groups ; 
Sel f - D l  scovery and L i f e  Revi ew; and Feml n i  sm, Re1 i g i  on and S p i r i t u a l i t y .  Each 
sub-section l i s t s  books and other pub l i ca t ions  and organizat ions t h a t  d i r e c t l y  
deal w i t h  t he  subject. A de ta i  1 ed twenty-ei ght-page, three-col umn index 
completes t h i s  grand undertaking. Even t op i cs  from the  Resources chapter may 
be found here; a he lp fu l  feature  f o r  t rack ing  down an e lus ive  name o r  address. 



Select ing a few p a r t i c u l a r l y  appealing chapters t o  ii l u s t r a t e  t he  
perspect ive o f  t h i s  work hardly does j u s t i c e  t o  t he  depth o f  coverage, the 
scope and a t t en t i on  t o  d e t a i l  t h a t  Ourselves, Growing Older embodies. 
Although I have c h i e f l y  considered only chapters on soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  
aspects o f  growl ng older, do not  ignore the  chapters cover1 ng t he  whole range 
o f  disease. Arthritis and rheumatic disorders, h y s t e r e c t w  and oophorectomy, 
cancer and diabetes are  some o f  the top ics  covered. Doubtless, most medical 
t e x t s  and reference books accurately describe symptoms, causes, course o f  
disease and treatment. What d i  f f e r e n t i a t e s  Oursel ves, Growi ng Older from a 
t y p i c a l  book i s  i t s  i ns i s tence  on the  female r o l e  i n  dea l ing w i t h  disease, t he  
importance o f  our t ak i ng  an ac t i ve  r o l e  i n  managing our i l l ness .  Those women 
a t  the Boston Women's Health Book Co l l ec t i ve  know what they are  doing and they 
do i t  wonderful ly we1 1. 

-- Carolyn Wilson 

[Carolyn Wilson i s  a former l i b r a r i a n  and the  author o f  Violence A a i n s t  
. Women: An Annotated Bib l iography (Boston: G.K. Ha l l  and rlmPI- o., 

NOTES - 
d 1 Boston Women's Health Col l e c t i ve ,  The New Our Bodies, Ourselves: A Book 

By and For Women (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1984). 
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