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mom THE EDITORS 

I n  1977, t he  f i r s t  UW System L ib rar ian-a t -Large  f o r  Wanen's Studies 
opened her p i  l o t  o f f i c e  i n  a  t i n y  roan on t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r  of UW-Madison's 
main l i b r a r y .  I n  1982, t r ead ing  t h e  t r a i l s  blazed by l i b r a r i a n s  Esther 
Stineman and L inda Parker, I a r r i v e d  t o  head t h e  o f f i c e ,  now housed i n  l a r g e r  
f i r s t - f l o o r  quar ters w i t h  a  permanent budget and s t a f f .  As 1987 drew t o  a  
close, I na tu ra l  l y  began remin isc ing  about t h e  o f f i c e ' s  decade of se rv i ce  and 
my own f i v e  years on t h e  job. 

C u r i o s i t y  prompted me t o  do some counting. Although numbers don ' t  pa in t  
t h e  f u l l  p i c tu re ,  they - can be reveal ing.  I f  you've been a  l oya l  subscr iber  
s i nce  we launched our ~ u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  1979. you've received n ine ty  issues i n  
a1 1  -- t h i r t y - t h r e e  o f '  Feminist  Col lect ions, -  twenty -s ix  o f  ~ e m i  n i k  
Pe r i od i ca l s ,  and eleven o f  New Books on Women & Feminism. N e w s  has grown 
from an occasional ten-page l i s t  o f  some hundred t i t l e s  t o  a  t h i c k ,  semiannual 
b ib l i og raphy  of near ly  a  thousand recent p r i n t e d  and audiov isual  works -- a  
r i n g i n g  testament t o  t h e  tremendous growth of femin is t  scho la rsh ip  and 
p u b l i s h i n g  i n  a  remarkably sho r t  span o f  years. Feminist  Pe r i od i ca l s ,  which 
began by d i s p l a y i n g  t h e  contents o f  t h i r t y - seven  se lec ted  journa ls ,  now covers 
nea r l y  a  hundred. I n  my Feminist  Co l lec t ions  column on new reference works, 
' I 've  reviewed 226 t i t l e s ,  and t h e  o ther  book reviews and regu la r  columns have 

covered an equa l l y  subs tan t i a l  number o f  resources. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  our s e r i a l  
publ i c a t i o n s ,  we now d i s t r i b u t e  for ty-seven reading l i s t s  on a  po tpou r r i  o f  
top ics .  

And w h i l e  we' re count ing. .. The f o u r t h  e d i t i o n  o f  Women's Studies i n  
Wisconsin: Who's Who & Where (Summer 1987) i d e n t i f i e d  533 people i nvo l ved  i n  
Teminis t  education. Although we view these members o f  t h e  UW community and 
o the r  Wisconsin res iden ts  as our pr imary c l i e n t e l e ,  we're g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  our  
mai 1  i n g  1  i s t ,  which now numbers 1,035, l i s t s  378 ou t -o f - s ta te  subscr ibers, 
i n c l u d i n g  1  i b r a r i e s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  i n '  s i x teen  f o r e i g n  count r ies .  

Information-by-mai l  i s  a  major aspect of  obr  work, bu t  personal con tac ts  - 
a re  important  too.  I n  f i v e  years on t h e  job, I ' v e  made f i f t y - f o u r  formal 
v i s i t s  t o  UW campuses, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  l i b r a r y  and wanen's 
s tud ies  conferences around t h e  s ta te .  I wish I had a  record o f  t h e  m i l es  I ' v e  
logged! Our i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  l i b r a r y  users l i k e w i s e  remain l a r g e l y  
unquant i f ied.  We can ' t  r epo r t  accura te ly  how many research quer ies we've 
answered f o r  scholars,  how many students we've helped w i t h  term papers, how 
many b i b l i o g r a p h i c  d e t a i l s  we've v e r i f i e d  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  and w r i t e r s  who've 
telephoned from around t h e  country. 

Warm "thank-you ' s "  and cons t ruc t i ve  feedback fran t h e  people we serve 
i n s p i r e  our e f f o r t s .  We b e n e f i t  from lea rn ing  who uses t h e  ma te r i a l s  we 
generate, and how. Teachers a f f i r m  t h a t  our  pub l i ca t i ons  "a re  use fu l  f o r  
personal and student research." Facu l ty  outs ide women's s tud ies  programs 
apprec ia te  concrete support f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  new femin is t  scholarship i n t o  
t r a d i t i o n a l  courses. S ta f f  i n  u n i v e r s i t y ,  publ i c ,  and school l i b r a r i e s  r e p o r t  
us ing  our  ma te r i a l s  f o r  book s e l e c t i o n  and f o r  answering reference questions. 
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One c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i a n  wrote, "I f e e l  l i k e  Lady Boun t i f u l  going o f f  t o  my 
women's s tud ies  meetings w i t h  copies o f  Femi n i s t  Co l l ec t i ons  ." Students seem 
e s p e c i a l l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and Femin is t  Pe r i od i ca l s ,  which 
o f f e r  t ime-sav ing sho r t - cu t s  f o r  te rm paper research. 

Our const i tuency i s  a l so  a broader one, however, w i t h  d i ve rse  and 
unforeseen uses f o r  our i n fo rma t i on .  Student se rv i ces  s t a f f ,  a f f i r m a t i v e  
a c t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  voca t iona l  counselors, union educators, c l e rgy ,  w r i t e r s ,  
v i s u a l  a r t i s t s ,  bookse l le rs ,  and workers i n  a  range o f  campus and c o n u n i t y  
agencies consu I t  our p u b l i c a t i o n s  when p lanning conferences, s e t t i n g  up 
resource centers ,  f i n d i  ng pub1 i s h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  work, counsel i ng 
c l i e n t s ,  and advocat ing f o r  soc ia l  change. I t ' s  g r a t i f y i n g ,  too, t o  l e a r n  how 
w ide l y  our m a t e r i a l s  reach. Copies a r e  shared w i t h  o f f i ce -mates ,  c o l  leagues, 
and s tudents;  o the rs  are forwarded t o  peers ou ts i de  Wisconsin and i n  f o r e i g n  
coun t r i es .  One comment from a recent  s u b s c r i p t i o n  renewal form p a r t i c u l a r l y  
warmed my hear t .  "[I] f i n d  reviews o f  r e l evan t  works f o r  my work l i f e ,  my 
personal l i f e  and my soc ia l  change i n t e r e s t s , "  t h e  reader s ta ted ,  adding 
"Bravo!" Jus t  knowing t h a t  we've touched her  l i f e  i n  several ways makes t h e  
deluge o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  we s t r u g g l e  wi th ,  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  deadl ines, t h e  computer 
hassles, and t h e  mad t r a v e l i n g  a1 1 seem more manageable. 

4 To you, our readers, t h e  o f f i c e  s t a f f  and I extend our deeply f e l t  thanks 
f o r  t h e  suppor t  and encouragement you 've  showered on us. Perhaps we should 
have burned ou t  1  ong ago, but a f t e r  t e n  years we s t i l l  experience women's 
s tud ies  as a dynamic, e x h i l a r a t i n g  en te rp r i se .  Our goals f o r  t h e  nex t  decade 
a r e  t o  respond t o  t h e  changing s c h o l a r l y  and p o l i t i c a l  scene, and t o  s tay  on 
t h e  c u t t i n g  edge o f  women's s tud ies  i n fo rma t i on  sharing. Our canmitment 
stands: t o  b r i n g  you t h e  l a t e s t  resources f o r  f e m i n i s t  research and teaching. 

'LET'S TALK ABOUT IT": ' 

Pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  i n  Wisconsin and around t h e  count ry  have been o f f e r i n g  a 
s e r i e s  o f  book d iscuss ions c a l l e d  "The Journey Inward: Women's Autobiography." 
P a r t  o f  t he  " L e t ' s  Talk About It" reading and d iscuss ion  program promoted by 
t h e  American L i b r a r y  Associat ion,  t h e  f i v e  books fea tu red  i n  t h i s  m e n -  
o r i e n t e d  s e r i e s  are: One W r i t e r ' s  Beginnings by Eudora Welty, L e t t e r s  o f  a  
Woman Homesteader by E l i n o r e  P r u i t t  Stewart, Dust Tracks on a Road by Zora 
Neale Hurston, My L i f e  by Isadora Duncan, and B lackber ry  Win te r  by Maryaret 
Mead. The promotional brochure f o r  t h e  s e r i e s  notes t h a t ,  al though t h e  f i r s t  
autobiography t h a t  i s  s t i l l  i n  ex is tence  was w r i t t e n  by a woman i n  t h e  
f d f t e e n t h  century ,  "...many women's l i f e  s t o r i e s  have been ' l o s t . '  " Only 
r e c e n t l y  have women's autobiographies been "rediscovered" and acknowledged as 
va luab le  p ieces o f  h i s t o r y  and human i n s i g h t .  

"The Journey Inward: Wanen's Autobiography" centers  on t h e  quest f o r  
i d e n t i t y  -- the  l i t e r a l  o r  f i g u r a t i v e  journey  -- t h a t  guides many 



autob iograph ica l  w r i t i n g s .  Welty 's week-long t r i p s  t o  v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s ,  
S tewar t ' s  move t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  Hurston 's  constant  r e l o c a t i o n  as a  young g i r l ,  
Duncan's voyage t o  f o r e i g n  shores, and Mead's many ex tens ive  t r a v e l s  i n  he r  
work -- a l l  are l i t e r a l  journeys, notes t h e  program brochure. "Yet a l l  these 
women journey inward, too,  t o  d iscover  and w r i t e  about t h e  sense o f  sel f ."  

It was a  woman who got t h e  "Le t ' s  Talk About It" program underway. I n  
her  k i t c h e n  i n  Vermont, a  book l o v e r  and her f r iends  got  t oge the r  once every 
two weeks t o  d iscuss  t h e i r  reading. Even tua l l y  she go t  h e r  l o c a l  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r y  invo lved ,  w i t h  he lp f r a n  t h e  Vermont Counci l  f o r  t h e  Humanit ies, and 
t h e  idea  spread from there.  The Nat ional  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanit ies funded 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  three-year  n a t i o n a l - l e v e l  p r o j e c t ,  w i t h  t h e  American L i b r a r y  
Assoc ia t i on  us ing  i t s  expe r t i se  t o  develop themes and mater ia ls .  As o f  t h i s  
year  n ine  d i f f e r e n t  themes a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t a t e  and l o c a l  l i b r a r i e s .  I n  
Wisconsin, " L e t ' s  Talk About It" i s  sponsored by t h e  Wisconsin L i b r a r y  
Assoc ia t ion  and supported i n  p a r t  by t he  Wisconsin D i v i s i o n  f o r  L i b r a r y  
Serv ices  and t h e  Wisconsi n  Humanit ies Committee w i t h  funds from t h e  Nat iona l  
Endowment f o r  t h e  Humani ti es. 

How does t h e  program work? Local humanit ies scholars  g i ve  p resenta t ions  
on each o f  t h e  f i v e  books i n  t h e  ser ies ,  one every two weeks. By p r o v i d i n g  
background on t h e  author  and t h e  work, t h e  scho la r  provokes quest ions and 

r d iscuss ion  about t h e  reading, and t h e  audience o f t e n  breaks i n t o  smal ler  
groups f o r  f u r t h e r  shar ing o f  ideas and questions. The t o p i c s  and r e l a t e d  
books have been se lec ted  by a  spec ia l  adv isory committee o f  ALA, which has 
a l s o  prepared brochures and extended b ib l i og raph ies  f o r  each ser ies .  Among 
t h e  o t h e r  themes of fered a r e :  "Being Ethnic ,  Becoming American: St ruggles,  
Successes, Symbols"; " I n d i v i d u a l  R igh ts  and Community i n  America"; and "Making 
a  L i v i ng ,  Making a  L i f e :  Work and i t s  Reward i n  a  Changing America." 

" L e t ' s  Ta lk  About It" g i ves  a d u l t  readers a  chance t o  experience again 
t h e  bes t  f e a t u r e  o f  formal educat ion - -  t h e  oppo r tun i t y  t o  exp lo re  a  t e x t  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  others,  t o  share impressions and c r i t i q u e s .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  "The 
Journey Inward: Women ' s  ~ u t o b i  oyraphyh c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  expansion o f  
f e m i n i s t  educat ion outs ide t h e  co l l ege  classroom, and should be a  thought-  
provoking and rewarding medley o f  book discussEons f o r  any community. Watch .. 
f o r  them i n  yours. 

A PERSPECTIVE ON 
EUROPEAN BOOHSEUING 
[Bookse l l i ng  i s  one aspect of femin is t  resources t h a t  we've seldom touched on 
i n  Femin i s t  Co l lec t ions .  A f t e r  Sandi Tork i ldson,  o f  our l o c a l  Room o f  One's 
Own f e m i n i s t  bookstore, at tended t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Congress f o r  Young 
Bookse l le rs  i n  June, we asked her  about her  experience t h e r e  and about her 
impressions o f  f e m i n i s t  pub l i sh ing  and booksel l i n g  i n  Europe and t h e  U.S.] 

A  twe l f t h - cen tu ry  monastery-turned-conference cen ter  i n  t h e  Swiss 
coun t r ys ide  was t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  31st  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Congress f o r  Young 



Booksel lers .  The sponsoring group, t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Booksel lers  Federat ion, 
promotes development o f  t h e  book t rade  on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  1  eve1 and supports 
bo th  t he  c u l t u r a l  and commercial importance o f  books throughout t h e  world. 
Represented a t  t h i s  yea r ' s  conference were t h e  Nether1 ands, West Germany, 
Switzer land, t he  U.S:, Great B r i t a i n ,  Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Canada, 
Aus t r i a ,  I t a l y ,  Belgium, Norway, Spain, and Greece. Having won the  American 
Booksel l e r s  Assoc ia t ion 's  Charley Has1 am I n t e r n a t i o n a l  schol a r h i  p, Sandi was 
one o f  t h r e e  representa t i ves  from t h e  U.S. Though she was t h e  o n l y  
p a r t i c i p a n t  from a femi n i  s t  bookstore, t h e  percentage of  women a t tend i  ng was 
q u i t e  h igh  -- "c lose t o  f i f t y  percent," according t o  Sandi. It was a young 
group, most ly  i n  t h e i r  twen t i es  and e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  many o f  them f i n i s h i n g  up 
three-year  booksel l i n g  apprent iceships. "A l o t  o f  t h e  women were f e m i n i s t  and 
aware. Many women are very i nvo l ved  i n  t h e  peace movement and the a n t i -  
nuc lear  movement i n  Europe," Sandi says. 

Why, then, such small representa t ion  from f e m i n i s t  bookstores? For  one 
t h i n g ,  Sandi r e l a t e s ,  "The cos t  o f  a t tend ing  such a conference i s  q u i t e  h igh,  
and women's bookstores may no t  choose t o  spend t h e i r  l i m i t e d  funds t h a t  way, 
s ince  t h e  conference doesn' t  have a s p e c i f i c  f e m i n i s t  focus." Sandi 
speculates a l so  t h a t ,  al though t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  an a c t i v e  women's pub l i sh ing  
community i n  Europe, t h e r e  a re  probably no t  as many f e m i n i s t  bookshops as i n  
t h e  U.S. It came across c l e a r l y  a t  t he  conference t h a t  bookse l l i  ng i s  a very 
'establ ished and respected career  i n  Europe, w i t h  c a r e f u l  t r a i n i n g  t o  prepare 
young booksel lers  f o r  t h e  t rade.  " I n  Swi tzer land a three-year  course i s  
o f f e r e d  t h a t  combines c l  assroan s tud ies  w i t h  on-s i  t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a 
bookstore," according t o  Sandi . Her own career  development was l ess  
systematic.  "I learned most o f  what I know about bookse l l i ng  by experience 
and by reading anything I could about books and booksel l ing.  While 
Pub l i  she r ' s  Weekly, Pmeri can Booksel ler  Magazine, and Femin is t  Bookstore News 
h e l ~  us a l l  k e e ~  cur ren t .  i t  i s  hard f o r  a  new bookse l l e r  t o  ga in  knowledge 
except on t h e  j o b  o r  a t  t h e  week-long bookse l l e r  schools o f f e r e d  by t h e  

- 
American Booksel lers  Associat ion." Sandi repo r t s  t h a t  i t  i s  eas ie r  t o  j u s t  
f i n d  an empty s t o r e f r o n t  and open a bookstore i n  t h e  U.S., as many f e m i n i s t  
bookstores have done, bu t  i t ' s  a lso  much more o f  a  s t r u g g l e  t o  l e a r n  t h e  
ropes. \ -. 

The l e v e l  o f  cooperat ion between European pub1 i she rs  and bookse l le rs  
s t r o n g l y  impressed Sandi. The Swiss Book Center, f o r  example, i s  a  
d i  s t r i  b u t i o n  and wholesale canpany t h a t  o f f e r s  next day se rv i ce  f o r  book 
orders placed be fo re  2:30 p.m. Sandi notes t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  cooperat ion i s  
unheard o f  i n  t h e  U.S. A k i n d  o f  antagonism e x i s t s  between l a r g e r  pub l i shers  
and bookstores here, she repor ts ,  demonstrated by l ong  delays i n  r e c e i v i n g  
book orders, v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  and confus i  ng d i s t r i b u t i o n  systems, unde rcu t t i ng  
o f  p r i c e s ,  e tc .  By cont ras t ,  Sandi expla ins,  "There's a l o t  more cooperat ion 
between fem in i s t  presses and f e m i n i s t  bookstores here because we understand 
we' re a l l  i n  t h i s  together , "  Sandi says. Workers from women's presses and 
bookstores o f t e n  get  toge ther  a t  na t i ona l  meetings such as the  American 
Bookse l le rs  Associat ion conventions, and a t  speci a1 Women i n  P r i n t  
conferences, t o  exchange ideas and s k i l l s .  "Most f e m i n i s t  bookstores t r y  t o  
promote women's presses and smal l  presses," Sandi re1 ates, so t h a t  t h e i r  books 
d o n ' t  get l o s t  i n  t h e  shu f f l e .  "We take t ime t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  cos t  d i f f e rences  
t o  customers," she says, no t i ng  t h a t  small press books may have a b igger  p r i c e  



because a small opera t ion 's  cos ts  a re  h igher  per  book, bu t  t h a t  l a r g e r  f i r m s  
o f t e n  won't  pub l i sh  t h e  rad i ca l  analyses, s e l f - h e l p  manuals, and avant-garde 
novels  t h a t  a re  t he  bread-and-butter o f  small presses i n  North America. 
"Small publ i s h e r s  are the  ones t a k i n g  r i sks , "  Sandi exp la ins ,  " then  l a r g e r  
f i r m s  w i l l  sometimes p i c k  up a w r i t e r  once a couple o f  novels  have done wel l ."  
Only dur ing  t h e  l a s t  few years, Sandi notes, have a few l a r g e r  U.S. p u b l i s h i n g  
houses begun t o  produce t h e i r  own "se r i es "  o f  f e m i n i s t  books. 

I n  Europe, on t h e  o the r  hand, many mainstream presses have t h e i r  own 
separate i m p r i n t  f o r  f e m i n i s t  books, and Sandi suggests t h a t  t h e  need f o r  
women's pub l i shers  and bookstores may the re fo re  be reduced. Lesbian w r i t e r s  
such as Norway's Gerda Brantenberg a re  publ ished by major houses i n  Europe bu t  
would seldom rece ive  such t reatment  i n  t h e  U.S. There are, o f  course, no tab le  
f e m i n i s t  presses i n  Europe -- Virago and The Women's Press, both i n  England, 
produce subs tan t i a l  l i s t s .  Sandi a lso go t  t h e  impression t h a t  Europeans are  
gene ra l l y  more we1 1 -read than those o f  us s ta tes ide .  Even i n  t he  small Swiss 
town t h e  conference group v i s i t e d ,  she found two we1 1 -stocked bookstores, each 
w i t h  a broad s e l e c t i o n  o f  t i t l e s .  

"We learned as much ou ts ide  o f  t h e  classroom as in,"  Sandi says i n  
summinq up her  experience a t  t h e  conference. "We heard much about each 
o the rs  coun t r i es  and d i  scovered pol  i ti ca l  i ssues  important t o  booksel 1 e rs  and 

, book lovers."  She agrees w i t h  IBF Pres ident  Peter M e i l i  's  statement a t  t h e  
opening o f  t h e  conference, "Booksel lers  l i v e  i n  t h e  market, bu t  f o r  t h e  
s p i r i t . "  Feminist  bookstores have a l ong  way t o  go i n  ga in ing  v i s i b i l i t y  i n  
t h e  general  booksel 1 i n g  community, bu t  Sandi be1 ieves t h a t  he r  w i  nn i  ng an IBF 
scho la rsh ip  i n d i c a t e s  t h i n g s  are beginning t o  change. That someone from a 
f e m i n i s t  bookstore was one o f  t h r e e  representat ives from t h e  U.S. makes a 
p o s i t i v e  statement about t h e  growing c r e d i b i l i t y  and acceptance o f  f e m i n i s t  
publ i s h i  ng and booksel 1 i ng. 

NEW s mom uw - PCATTCVIUC 
Las t  year  t h e  Women's Studies Program a t  UW-Pl a t t e v i  1 l e  ce lebra ted  i t s  -. 

t e n t h  anniversary. Today t h e  program o f f e r s  f i f t e e n  courses, eleven o f  them 
c r o s s - l i s t e d  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  departments and f o u r  o f f e r e d  s o l e l y  by Women's 
Studies. A l l  o f  t h e  courses are  u s u a l l y  o f f e r e d  a t  l e a s t  once a yea r  and a l l  
bu t  one can be counted toward f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  requirements. The 
Women's Studies Program has i n  p lace  a minor, an independent ly-s t ructured 
major,  and a c e r t i f i c a t e .  Approximately 350 students take women's s tud i  es 
courses each year. 

Three women's s tudies f a c u l t y  -- Jacquel ine Ross, E la ine  Wheeler, and 
G l o r i a  Stephenson -- have presented papers a t  na t i ona l  conferences t h i s  year. 
David Z i e r a t h  and Margaret Karsten gave presentat ions a t  t h e  annual s tatewide 
Women 's  Studies Conference. Jacquel ine Ross has received one gran t  from t h e  
UW System Undergraduate Teaching Improvement Council (UTIC) and submitted a 
proposal f o r  another.  M a r i l y n  Gottschal k has a lso  submit ted a UTIC gran t  
proposal.  Helen Tierney, who i s  now Chair  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  Department, i s  
complet ing her Women's Studies Encyclopedia, t o  be publ i shed by Greenwood 



Press. Margaret Karsten publ ished an a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Central  S ta te  Business 
Review and has submit ted a  paper t o  t h e  Midwest Business Admin is t ra t ion  
Assoc ia t ion  conference. Barbara Parsons ' r e v i  ew o f  D i  scover i  ng R e a l i t y  , 
e d i t e d  by Sandra Hardi ng and M e r r i l l  H in t i kka ,  has appeared i n  Feminis t  
Co l lec t ions .  

"Women i n  Science and Engineering" i s  a  new course which w i l l  be o f f e r e d  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime next  year, taught  by P a t r i c i a  Rummel o f  t h e  Department of 
I n d u s t r i a l  Engineering. The Women's Studies Program has a l s o  been 
ins t rumenta l  i n  t h e  format ion o f  a  f a c u l t y  o rgan iza t ion ,  Women i n  Science and 
Engineering. Th i s  group has a l ready es tab l i shed an ambi t ious agenda. Other 
courses i n  t h e  process o f  development are "Feminist  Theory" and "Women and 
Health." Progress i s  being made toward o f f e r i n g  one o r  two women's s tud ies  
courses a t  a  community s i t e  i n  order  t o  encouraye people o f f  campus t o  e n r i c h  
themselves by s tudying var ious aspects o f  women's l i v e s .  An independent study 
student  i s  examining t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  undertaking. 

Other recent  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  Women's Studies Program inc lude e s t a b l i s h i n g  
a  committee t o  h e l p  women's s tud ies  f a c u l t y  f i n d  and apply f o r  g ran t  monies, 
and s e t t i n g  an agenda o f  Facu l ty  Forum presenta t ions  t o  b r i n g  major  themes 
from women's s tud ies  courses t o  t h e  f a c u l t y  as a  whole. 
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-- G l  o r i a  Stephenson 

[ G l o r i a  Stephenson i s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Women's Studies Program a t  UW- 
P l a t t e v i l l e .  She i s  a l so  a  member o f  t h e  Eng l ish  Department f a c u l t y .  Her 
areas o f  emphasis a r e  h e r i c a n  l i t e r a t u r e  and women wr i te rs . ]  

NEW REF€RENC€ WORKS 

Capek, Mary E l l en ,  ed. A  Wanen's Thesaurus: An Index o f  Language Used t o  
Descr ibe and Locate In fo rmat ion  By and About Women. New York: Harper & Row, 
1987. 1,052~.  $3/.50, ISBN 0  - 06 - 015775 - 5. LC 86 -46231. 

As one o f  f ou r  p r i n c i p a l  e d i t o r i a l  adv isors  t o  A Wanen's Thesaurus, I 
c a n ' t  poss ib l y  masquerade as an o b j e c t i v e  reviewer. t d i t o r  Mary t l l e n  Capek 
has a1 ready d e t a i l e d  t h e  1  ong, c o l l a b o r a t i v e  process o f  c rea t i ng  t h e  thesaurus 
i n  FC (Winter  1987, pp.6-11) and po in ted  t o  t h e  many ways i t may be used i n  
t h e f u t u r e  t o  b r i n g  order  and access t o  i n fo rma t i on  about women (Spr ing 1987, 
pp.8-10). I n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  volume, she r e i t e r a t e s  her goa l :  " t o  
l ead  users i n t o  t h e  language - -  t o  prov ide a l t e r n a t i v e  rou tes  t o  l o c a t i n g  
terms and t o  broaden awareness o f  some o f  t h e  ways i n  which language 
s t r u c t u r e s  our t h i  nk i  ng" (p.x iv) ,  because "language i s  one of  t h e  most 
i n t i m a t e  and most p o l i t i c a l  o f  human a c t i v i t i e s "  (p.xvi) .  

Impressive i n  i t s  sheer size, t h e  thesaurus covers over f i v e  thousand 
words and phrases t h a t  apply  t o  women's experience. F i  r s t - t  ime thesaurus 
users may be daunted by t h e  complexi ty and ar ray  o f  d isp lays ,  b u t  those 



f a m i l i a r  w i t h  s i m i l a r  t o o l s  w i l l  be s t ruck  by t h e  pro fess iona l  content  and 
we1 1 -designed 1 ayout o f  A Wanen's Thesaurus. Terms a re  l i s t e d  a lphabet ica l  l y  
( w i t h  broader, narrower, and r e l a t e d  concepts) ; h i e r a r c h i c a l l y :  i n  a " ro ta ted "  
d i s p l a y  ( i  .e., under every key word i n  t h e  te rm) ;  and by broad subject .  
Abundant examples i n  t h e  opening sec t i on ,  "Thesaurus Construct ion and Use ,I' 
succeed I n  exp la in ing  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d i s p l a y s  and d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  compi le rs '  
dec ided ly  f e m i n i s t  phi losophy. 

A t echn i ca l  t o o l  l i k e  A Women's Thesaurus w i l l  f i n d  many uses: 

"It can he lp  users develop manual and computerized f i l i n g  
systems, prepare indexes f o r  books, e s t a b l i  sh categor ies i n  
b ib l i og raph ies ,  ca ta log  speci a1 1 i bra ry  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  and index 
a b s t r a c t s  o f  research a r t i c l e s .  We a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be 
used i n  l i b r a r i e s ,  women's centers,  classrooms, o f f i c e s ,  
government agencies, pub1 i shi  ng en terpr ises ,  1  ocal arch ives,  and 
any o the r  s e t t i n g s  t h a t  need a d e t a i l e d  language t o  s t o r e  and 
r e t r i e v e  and exp lo re  in format ion."  ( p . x i i i )  

Because i t  r e f l e c t s  cu r ren t  usage, t h e  thesaurus w i l l  a l s o  a i d  l i b r a r i a n s  and 
researchers engaged i n  f r ee - tex t  searching o f  ex i  s t i n g  on1 i ne catalogs and 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  databases. Last, but s u r e l y  no t  l e a s t ,  merely browsing through 

A t h e  terms sparks i ns i  gh t  and i nspi ra t i on .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  i ssue o f  FC, I reviewed The Black Family i n  t he ,Un i  ted  States 
(Greenwood, 1986), LenwoodT. Davis 's  r e v i s i o n  o f  h i s  p ionee r ing  19/8 
b ib l i og raphy .  Hard on i t s  heels comes Black American Fami l ies,  1965-1984, 
another reference work from t h e  same p u b l i s h e r  cover ing  much o f  t h e  same 
1 i te ra tu re .  

A l l e n  and h i s  col leagues c i t e  1,153 works; Davis, o n l y  722. A l l  o f  
Davi s ' s  c i t a t i o n s  are annotated, however, whereas A l l e n  - -  e t  a1 . prov ide  
annota t ions  f o r  on ly  a qua r te r  o f  t h e i r  e n t r i e s .  Both arranye references i n  
sub jec t  categor ies,  bu t  on ly  A1 l e n  o f f e r s  add i t i ona l  t o p i c a l  access through a 
key word index. Both are reproduced from t y p e s c r i p t  (Dav is 's  format i s  more 
l e g i b l e ) ,  and they are s i m i l a r l y  pr iced.  

Whi le  t he  volumes are  a l i k e  i n  many ways, A l l e n ' s  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i t s  
more s c h o l a r l y  approach. I n  s t r i v i n g  t o  produce an "access ib le  typology,"  t h e  
compi lers  inc luded on ly  a r t i c l e s ,  books and book chapters, doc to ra l  
d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  masters theses, government documents, and u n i v e r s i t y  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  w i t h  a "research or ien ta t ion . "  The main l i s t i n g  (where f u l l  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  data appears) i s  a lphabet ica l  by author,  f o l l owed  by a 
c l a s s i f i e d  index t o  major  t o p i c s  and 120 subtopics. The headings are based on 
t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system developed by t h e  Nat ional  Counci 1  on Family 
Resources f o r  i t s  da ta  base. A l l e n ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  analyzes t h e  percentage o f  
c i t a t i o n s  i n  each t o p i c a l  category, t h e  prevalence o f  key words, and t h e  



d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  types o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and source j ou rna l s  -- d a t a  r a r e l y  
gleaned from b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on any t op i c .  

As Dandridge s t resses i n  he r  app rec ia t i ve  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Ann A1 1 en 
Shockley i s  a p r o l i f i c  Black author  whose c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  1 i t e r a t u r e  and 
t i  b r a r i  anship have garnered l i t t l e  recogn i t ion .  Th is  extremely thorough 
b ib l i og raphy  covers no t  o n l y  Shockley's sho r t  s t o r i e s  and novels,  bu t  a l s o  her  
newspaper columns, l e t t e r s  t o  e d i t o r s ,  unpubl ished a r t i c l e s ,  and p ro fess iona l  
w r i t i n y s  on l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  and se rv i ces  i n  Black s t u d i e s  -- a t o t a l  o f  
286 works by Shockley and 148 works about her. Dandridge's w e l l - w r i t t e n  
annota t ions  do no t  shy away from f rank  assessments, and pub l i shed reviews o f  
Shockley 's  works i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c r i t i c a l  op in ion  i s  mixed among b o t h  Black and 
wh i t e  readers. However, Shock1 ey ' s  f i c t i o n a l  exp lo ra t i ons  o f  Black l esb ian  
exper ience have broken new ground, and thus  her work should be o f  cons iderab le  
i n t e r e s t  t o  f e m i n i s t  readers and scholars.  The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  should spur s c h o l a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  Shockley, who cont inues t o  

'wr i te.  

Ferber, Marianne A. Women and Work, Paid and Unpaid: A Selected, Annotated 
B ib l iography .  New York: Garland Pub l i sh ing ,  1987. 408p. index. $35.00, ISBN 
0-8240-8690-2. LC 87-8652. 

Ferber has prepared a model s c h o l a r l y  b i b l i og raphy  on women's work, 
emphasizing m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  economics but  drawing references from 
o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  as we1 1. Few o f  her e n t r i e s  pre-date t h e  1960s; a1 1 a re  i n  
Engl ish,  though n o t  s o l e l y  about t h e  Un i ted  States. Ferber c i t e s  over  1,000 
works, i n c l u d i n g  books, a r t i c l e s  i n  antholog ies,  and i tems se lec ted  from 169 
j ou rna l s .  She organizes t h e  annotated references i n t o  n i  ne chapters  : "General . 
Works"; "The Family"; "Labor Force P a r t i c i p a t i o n " ;  ' "Occupat ional 
D i s t r i b u t i o n " ;  "Earnings and t h e  Female-Male Pay Gap"; "D i sc r im ina t i on " ;  
"Unemployment"; "Women i n  I n d i v i d u a l  Occupations"; "Women Throughout t h e  
World." Each chapter  opens w i t h  a paye-and-a-half summary o f  key themes, and 
works t h a t  cou ld  be assigned t o  more than one chapter are cross-referenced. 
Ferber adds an ingenious f ea tu re  t o  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  -- codes t h a t  i n d i c a t e  
whether a work emphasizes theory,  methodology, empi r i ca l  evidence, o r  p o l i c y  
issues.  Eva1 u a t i  ve comments a re  sometimes i nc luded  i n  t h e  annotat ions.  The 
volume concludes w i t h  au thor  and sub jec t  indexes. Facul ty ,  graduate s tudents 
and advanced undergraduates w i l l  b e n e f i t  y r e a t l y  from t h i s  we1 1 - thought-out 
b ib l iography .  



Gibson, Anne, and Timothy East. The Women's A t l a s  of  t h e  Un i ted  States. New 
York: Facts on F i l e  Pub l i ca t i ons ,  1986. 248p. il lus .  index. $35.00, ISBN O- 

The Women's A t l as  o f  t h e  United States has been widely  reviewed i n  tandem 
w i t h  t h e  A t l a s  o f  American Women by Barbara Gimla Shor t r idge  (Maani l lan,  
l 986 ) ,  which I al ready  t r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  column (FC Summer 1987, p.13). L i k e  
o the r  reviewers, I ' m  hard pressed t o  recommend one over t h e  other .  The 
b igges t  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  p r i ce :  Sho r t r i dge ' s  work s e l l s  f o r  $85.00, wh i l e  t h e  
volume by Gibson and East i s  more reasonably pegged a t  $35.00. The maps i n  
Sho r t r i dge ' s  volume use o n l y  black, white,  brown and grey; w h i l e  easy-to-read, 
t hey  are  v i s u a l l y  unexc i t ing .  Gibson and East employ c o l o r s  and a v a r i e t y  o f  
car tograph ic  techniques and symbols ( o f t e n  i n t h e  same map, which occasional l y  
h inders  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) .  

Gibson and East  t r e a t  t he  same bas i c  t o p i c s  as Shor t r idge:  demographics, 
educat ion, employment, f a m i l y ,  hea l th ,  cr ime, and p o l i t i c s .  They i ndu lge  i n  
cutesy s u b - t i t l e s  (under Health,  f o r  example, " L e t ' s  Get Physical  " and "The 
B i rds  and t h e  Bees") t h a t  a re  j a r r i n g  i n  an otherwise s c h o l a r l y  reference 
t o o l .  O f  t h e  two sources, on l y  Shor t r idge covers women's sports.  

4 Both works o f f e r  we1 1 - w r i t t e n  and though t fu l  commentary i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  maps. Gibson and East inc lude a very h e l p f u l  sec t i on  on "Deciphering 
Maps" t h a t  descr ibes t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k inds  o f  cartograms and maps (chorop le th ,  
symbol, p i e  char t ,  dot ,  pr ism) used t o  represent geographical data. Sources 
are  c i t e d  f o r  a l l  mapped data and a l l  s t a t i s t i c s  quoted i n  t h e  t e x t .  A 
conc lud ing  c h a r t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  lowest-  and highest-ranked s ta tes  f o r  a number 
o f  var iab les .  Wisconsin (no t  lowest on any f a c t o r )  has t h e  h i shes t  percentase 
o f  women farmers - and t h e  h ighes t  o f  women among i t s - w a i t e r s  and 

- 
wai t resses.  

Most 1 i b r a r i . e ~  w i l l  need on l y  one such a t l as ,  and The Women's A t l a s  o f  
t h e  Un i ted  States i s  obviously  t h e  b e t t e r  buy. 

Goodfriend, Joyce D. The Publ ished D i a r i e s  and L e t t e r s  o f  American Women: An 
Annotated Bib l iography.  Boston: G. K. Hal 1, 1987. 230p. index. $30.00, ISBN 
0-8161-8778-9. LC 87-17908. 

Th i s  b ib l iography  f i l l s  a long-standing need f o r  a guide t o  t he  publ ished 
d i a r i e s  and l e t t e r s  o f  American women -- a need f e l t  by h i s t o r i a n s ,  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c s ,  contemporary j ou rna l  -keepers, and general readers a l i ke .  Coveri ng 
books ( f rom p r i v a t e  presses and organ iza t ions  as we l l  as mainstream 
pub l i she rs )  and magazine a r t i c l e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  many drawn from s t a t e  and l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  j ou rna l s ) ,  Goodfriend prov ides scho la r l y  annotat ions t h a t  p lace  t h e  
w r i t i n g s  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  context,  o u t l i n e  t h e i r  contents and themes, and o f f e r  
bas i c  b iograph ica l  background on t h e  authors. The e n t r i e s  are arranged 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  from 1669 t o  1982 and augmented w i t h  au thor  and sub jec t  
indexes. With an emphasis on immediacy and t h e  "expe r ien t i a l  dimension o f  
h i s t o r y "  (p.xi ) , Goodfr iend excludes memoirs and autobiographies. This  we1 l- 
wrought b ib l i og raphy  complements e x i s t i n g  guides t o  pr imary sources (e.g., 



Women's H i s t o r y  Sources: A Guide t o  Arch ives and Manuscr ipt  C o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
Un i t ed  States,  e d i t e d  by Andrea Hinding,  Bowker, 1979) and t h e  growing a r ray  
o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  o f  secondary l i t e r a t u r e .  I t s  coverage o f  American d i a r i e s  
supersedes t h a t  prov ided by Jane DuPree Be os i n  her  se l f - pub l i shed  Annotated 
B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  Publ ished Wanen's D i a r i e s  ? 1977), al though t h e  Begos l i s t  i s  
s t i l l  va luab le  f o r  d i a r i s t s  ou t s i de  t h e  Un i ted  States.  

G r i ns te in ,  Louise S., and Paul J. Campbell, eds. Women o f  Mathematics: A 
B i o b i  b l  i og raph i c  Sourcebook. New York: Greenwood Press, 1987. 292p. index. 

BN 0-313 - 24849 -4. LC 86-25711. 

The reference l i t e r a t u r e  on women i n  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  f i e l d s  i s  
burgeoning. I n  t h i s  f i n e  b io -b ib l i og raphy ,  G r i n s t e i n  and Campbell desc r i be  
t h e  l i v e s  and work o f  f o r t y - t h r e e  wanen mathematicians, f r a n  Hypat ia  ( f o u r t h  
cen tu ry  A.D.) t o  women s t i l l  l i v i n g .  A l l  t he  essays a re  o r i g i n a l ,  many o f  
them w r i t t e n  by women mathematicians o r  h i s t o r i a n s  who reve re  t h e i r  sub jec ts  
as r o l e  models. We1 1 -known names (Emmy Noether, S o f i a  Koval evskaia,  Mary 
Sommervi l l e )  appear a longside many l e s s  fami 1 i a r  but  i n f l u e n t i a l  scho la rs  and 
teachers.  Each e n t r y  inc ludes  a b r i e f  biography cover ing  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  f a m i l y  

, background, educat ion, and career;  a summary o f  h e r  work and i t s  importance; 
and an up-to-date, m u l t i - l i n g u a l  b i b l i og raphy  o f  works by and about her. The 
l i f e  s t o r i e s  document t h e  b a r r i e r s  women have faced i n  s tudy ing  math, f i n d i n g  
employment, and pursu ing  research, and t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  genius and determi n a t i o n  
o f  women i n  t h i s  "male" f i e l d .  

G r i n s t e i n  and Campbell a n i t  women rJhose major  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were t o  
phys ics  o r  astronomy, h i n t i n g  t h a t  a companion volume i s  i n  t h e  works. They 
add name and sub jec t  indexes, p l u s  appendices summarizing t h e  key f a c t s  o f  t h e  
women's 1 i ves ,  and p rov ide  references t o  e n t r i e s  i n  n ine t y -e igh t  b i og raph i ca l  
d i c t i o n a r i e s  and o t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Th i s  thorough p iece  o f  scho la rsh ip  w i l l  
f i n d  i t s  n iche  .alongside o t h e r  recer i t ,  but  more general , re fe rence  books on 
women i n science. - 

\ " 

Humm, Maggie. An Annotated B ib l i og raphy  o f  Femin is t  C r i t i c i s m .  Boston: G. K. 
H a l l ,  1987. 2 4 0 ~ .  index. $35.00, ISBN 0-8161 - 8937 - 4. LC 87 -9078. 

"The sub jec t  o f  t h i s  b i b l i og raphy  i s  contemporary f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m :  i t s  
t h e o r i e s  , techniques, debates and development i n  America and England ," s t a t e s  
i t s  compi ler  (p . ix ) .  Anyone even s l i g h t l y  conversant i n  wanen's s tud ies  w i l l  
r e a l i z e  what a l a r g e  t o p i c  Humn has shouldered, and w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  wonder 
whether a s i n g l e  author  can do j u s t i c e  t o  such a var iegated,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
concept as f e m i n i s t  theory .  

Remarkably, Humn succeeds. She demonstrates e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l e a r  judgment 
i n  s e l e c t i n g  over n i n e  hundred t e x t s  ( p r i m a r i l y  book- length s t u d i e s )  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  ca tegor ies :  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ;  soc io logy,  p o l i t i c s ,  and economics; 
a r t s ,  f i l m ,  t hea t re ,  media, music; psychology; h i  s t o r y ;  anthropology and myth; 
educat ion and women's s tud ies.  An opening s e c t i o n  t i t l e d  "Theory and Sexual 
P o l i t i c s "  covers more general works. While t h e  e a r l i e s t  c i t a t i o n  dates from 



1938, most o f  t he  references are t o  works w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  sevent ies and 
e igh t i es .  

The t o p i c a l  arrangement o f  t h e  b l b l i  ography makes i t  easy t o  use bu t  a lso  
poses problems. Lacking a chapter f o r  science, f o r  example, Humm l i s t s  a key 
a r t i c l e  by Evelyn Fox K e l l e r  i n  Psychology, Joan Ro thsch i l d ' s  Machina ex Dea 
i n  Sociology, and t h e  anthology A l i c e  Through the  Microscope i n  tducat ion.  
Other important  t h e o r e t i c a l  works on women and science s imply don ' t  appear. 
Works on r e l i g i o n  and heal th ,  two v i b r a n t  areas o f  femi n i  s t  c r i t i c i s m ,  are 
l i k e w i s e  sca t te red  throughout t h e  volume. For tunate ly ,  a sub jec t  index  
prov ides  access t o  f i e l d s  t h a t  a r e n ' t  accorded chapters and t o  works on issues 
(such as rape) addressed by several  d i  s c i  p l  ines. 

The b r e v i t y  o f  t h e  annotat ions -- gene ra l l y  one t o  t h ree  sentences --  
occasional  l v  leads t o  o v e r s i m ~ l i f i c a t i o n .  Was i t  rea l  lr Marv Jane Sher fey 's  
a r t i c l e  on c l i t o r a l  orgasm in' Sisterhood i s  Powerful th-at " l a i d  t h e  
o f  t h e  second wave o f  American feminism?" (p.5). 

Despi te  such occasional f laws, t h i s  i s  a unique b i b l i o g r a p h i c  syn thes is  
o f  a l a r g e  body o f  scholarship.  Wi th in  t h e  sub jec t  categor ies,  t h e  
ch rono log i ca l  o rde r  o f  c i t a t i o n s  a1 1 ows t h e  browser t o  t r a c e  t h e  development 
o f  ideas  and research f o c i .  Humm manages t o  squeeze a l l  t h e  " c l a s s i c s "  o f  ' contemporary femi n i s t  thought  i n t o  her  framework, and she doesn' t  s l i g h t  works 
w i t h  l esb ian  and non-white perspect ives.  The volume i s  app rop r i a te  f o r  a1 1 
academic 11 b ra r i es ,  especi a1 l y  those t h a t  lack  more speci a1 i zed b i b l i o g r a p h i c  
sources i n  women's s tud ies .  

Maggio, Rosal ie.  The Nonsexi s t  Word Finder:  A D i c t i ona ry  o f  Gender-Free 
Usa e. Phoenix: Oryx Press, 1987. 210 
m37 

p. b i b l .  pap., $20 0 0, BN 0-89774- . LC 87-17788. 

Hats o f f  t o  R o s a l i e  Maggio f o r  c r e a t i n g  a unique handbook f o r  h a r r i e d  
w r i t e r s !  Authors s t r i v i n g  t o  perfe,ct  a nonsexis t  prose s t y l e  can a l ready t u r n  
t o  a number o f  encouraging guides, bu t  t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  easy-to-use - 
d i c t i o n a r y  o f  i n o f f e n s i v e  words and phrases. For s e x i s t  terms such as 
"masterpiece," "freshman," "mankind," and "every man f o r  h imse l f  ," Maggio 
o f f e r s  a range o f  synonyms and a l t e r n a t i v e  expressions. She o f t e n  expounds 
upon usage and d e r i v a t i o n  as we l l .  A " W r i t i n g  Gui d e l i  nes" appendix s u c c i n c t l y  
t r e a t s  some major problems, among them t h e  gener ic  "man," femin ine endings, 
and s a l u t a t i o n s  f o r  l e t t e r s .  Maggio i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  sharp i n  her c r i t i q u e  o f  
sex- l inked metaphors and f i g u r e s  o f  speech, and ab l y  demonstrates t h a t  
e l i m i n a t i n g  sexism w i  11 n o t  d r a i n  t h e  c o l o r  from t h e  language. For t h e  phrase 
"cock-and-bull s t o r y  ," f o r  example, she o f f e r s  t h e  f o l l  owing subs t i t u tes :  
snow job, moonshine, bunkum, poppycock, hot  a i r ,  hogwash, banana o i l ,  
balderdash, and applesauce -- as we l l  as t h e  ba ld  phrase, "a 1 o t  o f  nonsense." 
Everyone who wr i t es ,  f o r  p r o f i t  o r  pleasure, should have t h i s  sensib le,  
d e l i g h t f u l  book on h i s  o r  her desk. 



Ma1 inowsky,  H. Rober t .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r y  o f  Gay and L e s b i a n  
P e r i o d i c a l s .  Phoenix:  Oryx Press, 1987. 226p. index.  pap., $65.00, ISBN O- 
8 9 7 7 4 - m .  LC 86-33311. 

T h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  - l o o k i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  o v e r  1,500 t i t l e s  w i l l  appeal  
t o  1  i b r a r i a n s ,  books to res ,  r e t a i l  a d v e r t i s e r s ,  and genera l  readers .  The 
c o m p i l e r  used a  number o f  e x i s t i n g  p a r t i a l  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and l i s t s  t o  
genera te  t h e  d i r e c t o r y ,  and he a t tempted  t o  c o n t a c t  eve ry  p e r i o d i c a l  w i t h  a  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Tha t  hundreds o f  t i t l e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as  ceased o r  as n o t  
r e s p o n d i n g  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  v o l a t i l e  n a t u r e  o f  gay and l e s b i a n  p u b l i s h i n g  
and t h e  margi  n a l i  t y  o f  gay c u l t u r e .  

The coverage i s  b r o a d l y  i n c l u s i v e ,  encompassing n o t  o n l y  o v e r t l y  
homosexual p e r i o d i c a l s  bu t  more genera l  t i t l e s  on fem in i sm and s p i r i t u a l i t y  
t h a t  have s i  y n i f i c a n t  l e s b i a n  c o n t e n t ,  p l u s  p e r i o d i c a l s  w i t h  a  b i s e x u a l  , 
t r a n s s e x u a l  , o r  t r a n s v e s t i t e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The p u b l i c a t i o n s  range f rom 
academic j o u r n a l s  t o  s l i c k  e r o t i c  magazines t o  l o c a l  n e w s l e t t e r s .  The scope 
i s  g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  , a l t h o u g h  Engl i sh-language t i t l e s  predominate .  F o r  
t h o s e  p e r i o d i c a l s  wh ich  responded t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  o r  s e n t  t h e  c o m p i l e r  a  
sample i s s u e ,  t h e r e  i s  f u l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on f requency,  e d i t o r s ,  c i  r c u l  a t i o n ,  
a d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s ,  s u b s c r i p t i o n  c o s t s ,  audience,  and c o n t e n t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  
c u r r e n t  address and te lephone  number. Mal inowsky p r o v i d e s  ample c r o s s -  
r e f e r e n c e s  among v a r i a n t  t i t l e s .  Two i n d e x e s  -- Sub jec t /Geograph ic  and 
P u b l i s h e r / E d i t o r  - -  round out  t h e  d i  r e c t o r y .  

Any work o f  t h i s  k i n d  i s  bound t o  be o u t - o f - d a t e  as soon as i t ' s  o f f  t h e  
presses.  M i lwaukee 's  y e a r - o l d  l e s b i  an-femi n i s t  magazi ne, Hag Rag, i s  n o t  
l i s t e d ,  w h i l e  - Out!, W i s c o n s i n ' s  d e f u n c t  gay and l e s b i a n  newspaper, appears as 
a  c u r r e n t  t i t l e .  D e s p i t e  i t s  broad scope, t h e  d i r e c t o r y  f a i l s  t o  l i s t  many o f  
t h e  l e s b i a n  t i t 1  es  c h e r e d  by C l a r e  p .o t te r l s  L e s b i a n  p e r i o d i c a l s  Index  dad 
Press,  1986). Nor i s  t h e  L e s b i a n  P e r i o d i c a l s  Index  c i t e d  as an i n d e x f n g  
s o u r c e  i n  t h e  a n n o t a t i o n s .  Our own F e m i n i s t  P,eriodicals cove rs  a  f a i r  number 
o f  l e s b i a n  t i t l e s ,  b u t  i s  ment ioned i n  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  o f  t h e  e n t r i e s .  S i n c e  
Ma1 i nowsky p l a n s  t o  comp i le  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n s ,  such omiss ions and 
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  can be c o r r e c t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Moore, Eve lyn  K., Mer lene A. Vassal 1, and G e r a l d i n e  Wi lson.  Beyond t h e  
S t e r e o t y p e s :  A  Guide t o  Resources f o r  B lack  G i r l s  and Young Women. 
Washington:  N a t i o n a l  B lack  C h i l d  Oevelopment I n s t i t u t e ,  1986. 15'p. pap., 
$8.50 ( p r e p a i d ) .  (Address:  N a t i o n a l  B lack  C h i l d  Development I n s t i t u t e ,  1463 
Hhode I s l a n d  Ave. N.W., Washington, DC 20005. Phone: 202-387-1281. A1 so 
a v a i l a b l e  as ERIC document ED 275-772. 

The Women's E d u c a t i o n a l  E q u i t y  Act Program funded t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
g u i d e  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  images o f  B lack  y i r l s  and women i n  
c h i l d r e n ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  and t h e  media i n  genera l .  Parents ,  t eachers ,  
and o t h e r  a d u l t s  who work w i t h  c h i l d r e n  a r e  i t s  i n t e n d e d  audience.  The 
r e s o u r c e  l i s t s  a r e  grouped by age (3-7, 8-11, 12-15, 16+) and t h e n  d i v i d e d  
i n t o  books, r e c o r d s  and c a s s e t t e s ,  and f i l m s  and v ideo tapes .  Each s e c t i o n  
conc ludes  w i t h  an address  1  i s t  o f  b o o k s t o r e s  and A/V d i  s t r i  b u t o r s .  



Fewer unique resources a re  h i g h l i g h t e d  than  one a t  f i r s t  supposes, s i n c e  
i t ems  a re  repeated i n  each app rop r i a te  age category. The enjoyment o f  f i lms ,  
f o r  example, i s  not  dependent on read ing  1  eve1 , so most o f  t h e  f i l m s  and 
v ideos are recommended f o r  a l l  ages. Nonetheless, t h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  
resource f o r  school l i b r a r i e s  and f o r  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s  se rv ing  schools o f  
educat ion. The guide i nc ludes  a  c h e c k l i s t  o f  c r i t e r i a  f o r  eva lua t i ng  
m a t e r i a l s  on t h e  bas is  o f  t h e i r  p resen ta t i on  o f  Black h i s t o r y ,  
cha rac te r i za t i ons ,  language and terminology,  and il l u s t r a t i o n s .  

Sel len ,  Bet ty-Caro l  , and P a t r i c i a  A. Young. Feminists,  Pornography, & t h e  
Law: An Annotated B ib l i og raphy  o f  Conf l  i c t ,  1970-1986. Hamden, CT: L i b r a r y  
P ro fess iona l  Pub1 i c a t i  ons, 1987. 204p. index. $25.00, ISBN 0-208-02124-8. 
LC 87-2915. 

Sel l e n  and Young serve up a  va luab le  guide t o  t h e  controversy over 
pornography t h a t  now d i v i d e s  t h e  women's movement. S ince rev iewer  Kathy White 
w i l l  d i scuss  t h i s  re fe rence  work along w i t h  another  recent  book on pornography 
i n  a  for thcoming issue  o f  FC, I'll merely  supply a  b r i e f  desc r i p t i on .  The 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  organized t ype  o f  i n fo rma t i on  source: book, magazi ne 
a r t i c l e ,  newspaper, nonp r i n t  medium, unpubl ished ma te r i a l ,  o r  o rgan iza t ion .  

A The references, enhanced by o b j e c t i v e  annotat ions, a r e  q u i t e  up-to-date; many 
commentaries on t h e  Meese Commission r e p o r t  are c i t e d .  Se l len  and Young cover 
smal l  press as w e l l  as mainstream pub l i ca t i ons ,  both s c h o l a r l y  and popular.  
Some a r t i c l e s  from law j o u r n a l s  f i n d  t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  l i s t i n g s ,  bu t  
m a t e r i a l s  on s p e c i f i c  l e g a l  cases o r  t h e  F i r s t  Amendment i n  general a r e  
excluded, a long w i t h  most experimental  s tud ies  on t h e  behav io ra l  e f f e c t s  o f  
v iewing pornography. The emphasis i s  squarely on t h e  opposing arguments 
vo iced by those who seek t o  e l i m i n a t e  pornography and those  who t o l e r a t e  i t  
f o r  t h e  sake o f  freedom o f  expression. The volume o f f e r s  an excel l e n t  index 
t o  authors and subjects ,  an appended d i  r e c t o r y  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  which f r e q u e n t l y  
cove r  t h e  f e m i n i s t  ant i -pornography mpvement, and a  chrono log ica l  l i s t  o f  
newspaper s to r i es .  

Steele,  E l izabeth.  V i  r g i  n i a  Woolf I s  Redi scovered Essays: Sources and 
A l lus ions .  New York: Garland Pub l i sh ing ,  1987. 238p. index. $40.00, ISBN O- 
8240-8527-2. LC 86-25725. 

As S tee le  repo r t s  i n  he r  i n t roduc t i on ,  V i r g i n i a  Woolf w ro te  over  f i v e  
hundred essays f o r  j o u r n a l s  and newspapers, more than  h a l f  o f  which have never 
been repr in ted .  Steel e ' s  e a r l i e r  guide, V i r g i n i a  Wool f ls  L i t e r a r y  Sources and 
A l l u s i o n s :  A  Guide t o  t h e  Essays (Garland, 1983, reviewed i n  FC Winter  1985, 
r1.141 addressed t h e  essays r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  ~ u b l  i shed c o l k t i o n s .  A  
p r o j e c t  underway a t  ~ o ~ a - r t h  p r e s s - t o  c o l l e c t  a l l '  o f  Woolf ' s  essays i n  a  s i x -  
volume se t  e d i t e d  by Andrew M c N e i l l i e  makes tm supplementary volume o f  
cons iderab le  i n t e r e s t  t o  Woolf s p e c i a l i s t s .  As i n  her  f i r s t  guide, S tee le  
c h a r t s  t h e  sources and a1 l us ions  essay-by-essay, based on i n t e r n a l  evidence i n  
t h e  t e x t s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  from Woolf ' s  reading notebooks, and knowledge o f  books 
i n  t h e  Wool fs '  personal l i b r a r y .  S tee le  sees her  task  as "supply ing,  so t o  
speak, t h e  foo tno tes  [Woolf] omi t ted"  (p.33) and t h u s  s o l i d i  f y i  ng t h e  au tho r ' s  
r e p u t a t i o n  as a  we l l - read  scho la r  as we l l  as a  consummate w r i t e r  o f  prose. 



Vocat ional Equ i t y  Resources. Madi son : Vocat ional Studi  es Center, School o f  
Education, UW-Madi son, September 1987. 1OOp. Free. (Address: Vocational 
Equ i ty  Resource Center, c/o Barb Dougherty , 964 Educat ional Sciences B u i l d i  ng, 
1025 West Johnson St., Madi son, W I  53706. Phone: 608-263-4357.) 

This  handy b ib l i og raphy  i s  a ca ta loy  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Vocat ional 
Equ i t y  Resource Center a t  UW-Madi son, which houses books, a r t i c l e s ,  pamphlets, 
aud iov isua ls ,  and cu r r i cu lum guides. The ca ta log  i s  arranged by sub jec ts  
( t h i r t y - e i g h t  i n  a1 1 ) such as career  devel opment, d i  sabi l i t y ,  d isp laced 
homemakers, ent repreneurshi  p ,  sexual harassment, and T i t l e  I X .  "Equ i ty "  i n  . . 
t h i s  con tex t  c l e a r l y  means "sex equity."  

The l i s t i n g  would b e n e f i t  from an i n t r o d u c t i o n  exp la in ing  t h e  scope o 
t h e  col  l e c t i o n  and p o l i c i e s  governing i t s  use. The b r i e f  annotat ions a r e  
h e l p f u l ,  bu t  t h e  odd p r a c t i c e  o f  l i s t i n g  each p e r i o d i c a l  i ssue separa te ly  
i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  order  w i t h i n  sub jec t  sec t ions)  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  
complete a run o f  any given t i t l e  t h e  Center holds. Despi te  these minor  
f laws. t h e  auide succeeds i n  D ~ b l i ~ i ~ i n a  t h e  contents o f  a s ~ e c i a l i z e d  

(and 
how 

4 
resource c o i l e c t i o n .  ~ e s e a r c h e r s  f a r  f rom Madison may d i s c o i e r  t h a t  t h e  
volume serves we l l  as a general b i b l i o g r a p h i c  guide t o  sex e q u i t y  m a t e r i a l s  
f o r  vocat ional  guidance and t r a i n i n g .  

Wilms, Denise, and I l e n e  Cooper. A Guide t o  Non-Sexi s t  Ch i l d ren ' s  Books, 
Volume 2: 1976-1985. Chicago: Academy Chicago, 1987. 275p. index. i l l u s .  

11.95,  ISBN 0-89/53-161-3. pap. $8.95, ISBN 0-89733-162-1. LC 86-32262. 

The f i r s t  volume o f  A Guide t o  Non-Sexist Ch i l d ren ' s  Books was canp i l ed  
by J u d i t h  Adel l  and H i l a r y  Dole K l e i n  i n  -1976. The sequel d i v i d e s  i t s  685 
e n t r i e s  i n t o  t h e  same age brackets as t h e  o r i g i n a l  -- pre-school through t h i r d  
grade, t h i r d  through s i x t h  grade, and seventh through t w e l f t h  grade -- and 
then  s p l i t s  each sec t i on  i n t o  f i c t i o n  and non+f ic t ion .  Wilms and Cooper's - 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  %on-sexi s t "  i s  no t  1 i m i t e d  t o  sex-ro le reversa ls .  They e x p l a i n  
t h a t  ' the books inc luded i n  t h i s  Guide migh t  be best  charac ter ized  as r o l e -  
free; many are about s t rong w o m e n a n d f o r t h r i g h t  young g i  r l  s, b u t  o thers a re  
about t hough t fu l  boys o r  t r o u b l e d  young people o f  e i t h e r  sex who, through 
experience and thouyh t fu l  observat ion, 1 earn how t o  so lve  t h e i r  problems 
independent ly"  (p.ix). 

The one-to-two-sentence annotat ions g ive  on ly  a h i n t  o f  t h e  books' p l o t s  
and themes, but  t h e  guide has o t h e r  h e l p f u l  fea tu res .  Wilms and Cooper g i ve  
bo th  hardback and paperback p r i c e s  and note t i t l e s  t h a t  a re  cu t -o f -p r i n t .  
They add a d i  r e c t o r y  o f  addresses f o r  small presses, and a very use fu l  sub jec t  
index  t h a t  enables t h e  reader  t o  i d e n t i f y  books on m i n o r i t y  groups, general  
t o p i c s  (e.g., spor ts ) ,  p a r t i c u l a r  issues (e.g., sexual abuse, career  choices),  
and genres (e.g., biographies, myster ies,  poetry ,  fantasy). While s p e c i a l i s t s  
i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  no doubt qu ibb le  w i t h  some o f  t he  choices, t h e  
guide w i l l  be a boon t o  parents, l i b r a r i a n s ,  and teachers. The p u b l i s h e r  
looks  forward t o  a t h i r d  volume i n  t h e  1990's. 



Women and Development: A r t i c l e s ,  Books and Research Papers Indexed i n  t h e  
J o i n t  World Bank- Internat ional  Monetary Fund L ib ra ry ,  Washington, D.C. 
Boston: G. K. H a l l ,  1987. 181p. $50.00, ISBN 0-8161-0464-6. 

A d i c t i o n a r y  ca ta log  o f f e r i n g  author, t i t l e ,  and sub jec t  access t o  t h e  
l i b r a r y  se rv ing  t h e  World Bank and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Monetary Fund, t h i s  
volume fa1 1s sho r t  o f  expectat ions. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  e n t r i e s  
represent  "ser ious and systemat ic  c o l l e c t i o n  e f f o r t s "  between 1977 and 1986, a 
p e r i o d  o f  rap id ly -g rowi  ng i n t e r e s t  i n  women i n  developing countr ies.  The 
coverage seems uneven, however; t h e r e  i s  on l y  one e n t r y  on Vietnam, t h i r t e e n  
on Bangladesh. Only western-language sources are c i t e d ,  predomi na te l y  
Engl ish.  B r i e f  annotat ions appear occasional l y .  The approximately f o u r  
thousand e n t r i e s  i nc lude  journa l  a r t i c l e s ,  book chapters, and research s tud ies  
and repo r t s  sponsored by na t i ona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agencies. Thi s  l a s t  
category encompasses many " f u g i  t i v e "  m a t e r i a l s  omi t ted  from standard 
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and indexes. 

Inadequate sub jec t  access plagues t h e  volume. The compi lers warn t h a t  
"s ince t h e  e n t r i e s  i n  t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  were merged from d i f f e r e n t  source 
f i l e s  t h a t  fo l lowed d i f f e r e n t  approaches t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  some 
incons i s tenc ies  i n  t h e  use o f  sub jec t  headings w i  11 be no t iceab le"  ( I n t r o  .). 
Th is  i s  un fo r tuna te l y  q u i t e  t rue.  An a r t i c l e  from a volume publ ished by 

, UNESCO, Women i n  t h e  New Asia ( l963) ,  t i t l e d  "My L i f e  H i s t o r y  i n  Thailand," i s  
indexed by author  and t i t l e  bu t  no t  under Thai land, Southeast Asia, o r  Asia. 
Another a r t i c l e  t i t l e d  "Women, Sufism, and Decision-Making i n  Moroccan Is lam" 
f a i l s  t o  appear under Sufism, Morocco, Islam, o r  FCIslim women. One can on ly  
conclude t h a t  some p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t e d  works received - no sub jec t  index ing  a t  
a l l .  

There i s  almost no over lap be"tween Women and Development and two o the r  
recent  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  -- Women i n  t h e  Th i rd  World: A H i s t o r i c a l  Bib1 i ography, 
by Pamela R. Byrne and Suzanne R. Ont iveros (ABC-Clio, 1985), and Women i n  t h e  

, byhThomas P. Fenton and Mary J. He f f ron  
'6 

T h i r d  World: A D i rec to ry  o f  Resources 
(Orbi  s  Books, 1981). Comprehensive c  
b u t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  suppor t ing p r i m a r i l y  
and Development, 

1  l e c t i o n s  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  w a i t  a1 1 three,  
undergraduate research can sk ip  - Women 

\ -. 

NOTE: Space l i m i t a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t  f u l  - 
t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  comprehensiveness, we 
annotat ions on l y :  

reviews of  every new reference work. I n  
note t h e  f o l  lowing t i t l e s  w i t h  b r i e f  

Anant, Suchita,  S. V ,  Ramani Rao, and Kab i ta  Kapoor. Women a t  Work i n  I n d i a :  
A B ib l iography.  New Delh i :  Sage Pub l ica t ions ,  1986. 238p. index. $22.50, 
ISBN 0-8039-9512-1. LC 86-902567. 

Sponsored by I n d i a ' s  M i n i s t r y  o f  Labor, t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  covers 
Engl ish-language books, p e r i o d i c a l s ,  doc tora l  theses, research monographs, and 
d i  scussion and semi nar papers from t h e  post-independence p e r i  od t o  December 
1985. 



Clardy, Andrea Fleck. Words t o  t h e  Wise: A W r i t e r ' s  Guide t o  Femin is t  and 
Lesbi an Pe r iod i ca l  s  and Publ ishers. 2nd ed. I thaca,  NY: I- i rebrand Books, 
1987. 4811. ( F i  rebrand Sparks Pamphlet, 1 )  pap., $3.95, ISBN 0-932379-16-8. 
LC 86-4714. 

L i k e  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  (reviewed i n  FC Fa1 1  1986), t h i s  rev ised  pamphlet 
i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  authors seeking publishers, Clardy l i s t s  f i f t y - s e v e n  book 
pub l i she rs  and s i x t y - s i x  pe r i od i ca l s ,  w i t h  i n fo rma t i on  on content ,  submission 
gu ide l ines ,  r o y a l t i e s ,  and t h e  1  i ke .  

Ferguson, Anne, and Marina Flores. Resource Guide: Women i n  A g r i c u l t u r e :  
Guatemala. East Lansing, M I :  Bean/Cowpea Co l l abo ra t i ve  Research Support 
Program, March 1987. l l l p .  Free. (Address: Bean/Cowpea CRSP, 200 Center f o r  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Programs, Michigan S ta te  Un ive rs i t y ,  East Lansi ng, M I  48824- 
1035. Phone: 517-355-4693.) 

This  i s  t h e  t h i r d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  guides on women's r o l e s  i n  T h i r d  World 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a l l  sponsored by a  research program t h a t  aims t o  a l l e v i a t e  hunger 
and reduce m a l n u t r i t i o n  i n  developing countr ies.  The b ib l i og raphy  fea tures  
lengthy annotat ions ( f rom two paragraphs t o  severa l  pages each). 

Kinnear and Fast  descr ibe o r a l ,  w r i t t e n ,  and p i c t o r i a l  a rch ives  i n  s i x t y -  
f i v e  Manitoban repos i t o r i es .  A t o t a l  o f  1,446 e n t r i e s  appear i n  t h r e e  major 
ca tegor ies :  " I d e n t i t y  ," "Work and A c t i v i t i e s , "  and "Menta l i t y ,  Fai th ,  
Reform ." 
Strobe l ,  Peg, and Mar ion M i l l e r ,  eds. Women's H i s to ry ,  Volume 11: European 
and T h i r d  World H is to ry .  New York: Markus Wiener Pub l i sh ing ,  1986. 178p. 
PaPo 9 $14 05 0 s 0  -910129-32-0. LC 85-,040517. 

Strobe1 and M i l l e r  t u r n  t o  one 0: women's s t u d i e s '  r i c h e s t  f i e l d s  - -  
h i s t o r y  -- and t o  some o f  i t s  l ead ing  scholars t o  assemble twenty - four  s y l l a b i  
on women i n  Europe and seventeen on women - i n  t\he Th i rd  World. The course 
o u t l i n e s  are  reproduced i n  reduced format from a  v a r i e t y  o f  t ypesc r i p t s .  .. 

--  S.S. 

NOTES 

NEUI AND NEUILY-DISCOVERED PERIODICALS 

The American Voice. 1985-. Ed.: Freder ick Smock. Quar te r ly .  $12. Sing1 e  
copy: $4. ISSN 0884-4356. S u i t e  1215 Heyburn Bu i ld ing ,  Broadway a t  Fourth 
~ve,, Loui s v i  11 e, KY 40202. ( Issues examined : no. 7, summer 1987.; no .8, Fa1 1  
1987) 

Publ ished by t h e  Kentucky Foundation f o r  Women, t h i s  l i t e r a r y  q u a r t e r l y  
s o l i c i t s  essays, poetry  and sho r t  f i c t i o n  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e  "American 
vo ice  i n  a l l  i t s  d i v e r s i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  w r i t e r s  from Canada, t h e  U.S., and South 
America." The sample issues (86 and 110 pages) c a r r y  work most ly  by women 
w r i t e r s .  



The Ancient  Ar ts .  Eds.: Jo and James Dixon. Quar te r l y .  $13 (ind.) ; $15 
(n0n-U.S.); $17 (non-U.S. a i  m a i l ) .  The Witch ing Wel l ,  P.O. Box 1490, Idaho 
Springs, CO 80452. ( Issue examined : Spri  ng 1987) 

The Witch ing Well Educat ion and Research Center works " t o  present c o r r e c t  
i n fo rma t i on  concerning t h e  anc ien t  Goddess re1  i gions, W i t chc ra f t  and re1 a ted  
subjects. .  . ." T h e i r  newsl e t t e r  i s  "a seasonal p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  de l  ves 
s e r i o u s l y  i n t o  t he  01 d Pagan Ways... . Ancient forms o f  d i v i n a t i o n ,  Wort- 
cunni ng , Sabbats, formulas, spel ls ' '  and more. The twenty-page sample i ssue 
inc ludes  communications from var ious covens and readers, exp lanat ion  o f  sp r i ng  
r i t u a l s ,  and a number o f  rec ipes  f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s p r i n g  foods. 

The Bodybui ld ing Woman. 1987-. Ed.: L isa  Rogak. 6 lyear .  $14.97. Symmetry 
Publ ish ing,  Inc., 701 Seventh Ave., S u i t e  9W21, New York, NY 10036. ( Issue 
exami ned : v .l , no .l , SeptemberIOctober 1987) 

Promising t o  be "an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t he  narrow v a r i e t y  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s "  
s e r v i n g  t h e  s p o r t  o f  bodybui ld ing,  t h i s  f i r s t  twelve-page issue o f  The - 
Bodybui ld ing Woman newsl e t t e r  i n c l  udes an extensive i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
p ro fess iona l  bodybui l d e r  Diana Dennis, a book r e v i  ew, bodybui l d i n g  newsnotes 
f rom cu r ren t  magazi nes such as Vogue, s e x i s t  quotes from muscle magazi nes, an 
a r t i c l e  on Ro l f i ng ,  and more. 

Breaking t h e  Si lence:  A Feminist  Quar te r l y .  1982-. Quar te r l y .  $10 ( i n d  .) ; 
'$20 ( i n s t . ) .  ISSN 0713-4266. Box 4857, S t a t i o n  F, Ottawa, Ontar io,  K1S 5J1 
Canada. ( Issues examined: v.5, no.3, Spring 1987; v.5, no.4, Sumner 1987) 

"The Breaking t h e  S i lence C o l l e c t i v e  i s  committed to g i v i n g  women a 
voice. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  we prov ide  a forum f o r  d iscuss ion  on t h e  s o c i a l  we l fa re  
needs o f  women.. . ." ( e d i t o r i a l  statement).  The q u a r t e r l y  i s  publ ished by t h e  
Feminis t  Caucus o f  t h e  Car le ton U n i v e r s i t y  School o f  Socia l  Work. Among t h e  
Spr ing  1987 i ssue ' s  t o p i c s  a re  racism i n  t h e  women's movement; g lobal  
feminism; hunger and t h e  s o c i a l  sa fe t y  net;  and day care. The Summer 1987 
i ssue  focuses on lesbianism: government human r i g h t s  p r o t e c t i o n  ; 1 esb ian i  sm i n  
t h e  women's movement; lesb ians  havi ng ch i l d ren ;  and b i s e x u a l i t y  a r e  some o f  
t h e  t o p i c s .  Book .reviews and news o f  resources round ou t  each issue. 

Femin is t  Voices: A Madison Area News Journal. h987-, Eds.: Mary M a r t i n  and 
Easwari Pal. Monthly beginning January 1988. $12 ' ( i n d  .) ; $25 (sponsor). 
P.O. Box 853, Madison, W I  53701-0853. ( Issue examined: p i l o t  issue, October 
1987) 

Since t h e  demise o f  t h e  Feminis t  Connection i n  1984, Madison has been 
w i t h o u t  i t s  own f e m i n i s t  newspaper. The p i l o t  i ssue o f  F e d  n i s t  Voices 
appeared i n  October, and i t s  twelve pages i n c l u d e  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  Nat ional  
March on Washington f o r  Lesbian and Gay Rights;  women and AIDS; a f e m i n i s t  
pe rspec t i ve  from t h e  Phi 1 i pp ines  ; a Ca tho l i c  "Women-Church" conference; 
Madison's Take Back The N igh t  march; a l coho l  and drug abuse counseling; and 
more. The paper a l s o  pub1 ishes an ex tens ive  calendar,  book and movie reviews, 
and a "C rea t i ve  Expressions" sect ion.  

Gender and Education: A Journal. 1987-. Ed.: A v e r i l  E. McClel land. Monthly. 
Col leqe o f  Education. 406 White Hal 1. Kent S ta te  Un ive rs i t y .  Kent. OH 44242. - - 
( issue examined : v .l; no .l, ~ e ~ t e m b e r  1987) 

The e d i t o r  p lans f o r  t h i s  monthly eight-page news le t te r  t o  grow i n t o  a 
f u l l  - f ledged j ou rna l  i n  assoc ia t i on  w i t h  an eventual c lear inghouse a t  Kent 



State  Un ive rs i t y  f o r  research on gender issues i n  education. The newsletter 
covers gender issues i n  a number o f  ways: "through short  a r t i c l e s ,  quotes, 
book reviews, h i s t o r i c a l  mater ia ls ,  in format ion on nat ional  p ro jec ts  and 
organizat ions,  and ... b ib l i og raph ic  information..." ( e d i t o r i a l ) .  

IGLYO Bu l le t i n .  1987-. Ed.: E d i t o r i a l  Group. Quar ter ly .  $7. In te rna t iona l  
Gay and Lesbian Youth Organisation, P.O. Box 1305, Vika, N-0112, Oslo 1 
Norway. ( Issue examined: no.1, 1987) 

The s ix teen book-size pages o f  t h i s  b u l l e t i n ' s  f i r s t  issue are f i l l e d  
l a r g e l y  w i t h  plans f o r  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Lesbian and Gay Youth Conference i n  
London i n  August 1987, p lus a copy o f  I.G.L.Y.O. bylaws. An a r t i c l e  on 
"Growing Up Gay i n  Bombay" and a b r i e f  on "Gay Studies i n  t h e  Netherlands" 
complete t h e  issue. 

Shattered Dreams. 1987-. Ed.: Cathy McDiarmid. Quarter ly .  $8. c/o Born t o  
Love, 21 Potsdam Rd. U n i t  61, Downsview, Ontario M3N 1N3, Canada. ( Issue 
examined: v.1, no.1, J u l y  1987) 

This newsle t te r  hopes t o  o f f e r  any woman who has suf fered miscarr iage 
"answers t o  her many questions, support and understanding o f  what she i s  
fee l i ng ,  in format ion and sources t o  a s s i s t  working through her g r i e f ,  a forum 

, to share her experiences.. .." ( e d i t o r i a l  ). The eight-page premiere issue 
includes one woman's s tory  o f  her  miscarr iage experience; b r i e f  l e t t e r s  from 
others;  a l i s t i n g  o f  books and support groups on miscarr iage; and some medical 
and envi ronmental explanations f o r  why one i n  f i v e  pregnanci es ends i n  
miscarr iage. 

Welfare Mothers Voice. 1987-. Eds.: Welfare Warriors. Quarterly. Free t o  
I-DC mothers a t  most heal th and soc ia l  serv ice  agencies. $4 (mai 1 t o  AFDC o r  

low-income mothers); $8 ( ind.);  $10 ( inst . ) .  4504 N. 47, Milwaukee, W I  53218. 
( Issue exami ned : Spring 1987) 

The We1 f a r e  Warriors i s  a group of women e i t h e r  cu r ren t l y  or  formerly 
supported by the  government's Aid t o  Famil ies w i t h  Dependent Chi ldren program. 
The premiere issue of  t h e i r  newslet ter  i s  packed w i t h  eye-opening s t o r i e s  of 
we1 f a r e  mothers ' deal i ngs w i t h  government progrhms ; news o f  education . 
oppor tun i t ies ;  legal  advice and t i p s  on d e t a i l s  of  the wel fare system and 
regu la t ions ;  and personal notes by wel fare moms. 

Wiplash. 19861 Monthly. 10 pounds ( inc ludes membership t o  Women I n  
Publ ishing)  ; 5 pounds (wi thout  membership). Women i n  Publ ishing, Val 
Stevenson, 96 Mansfiel d Rd., London NW3 2HX, England. ( Issue examined: no.10, 
October 1987) 

The eleven-page newslet ter  of  t h e  London-based Women i n  Publ ishing group 
contains news o f  t h e  London Book F a i r  and t h e  Older Feminists Network, 
conference and job  announcements, and not ices o f  membership and re1 ated 
meetings. 

Women Live. 1987-. Ed.: G i l l i a n  Hor i tz .  Quarterly. 7 pounds ( ind.);  5 
pounds ( low- i  ncane) ; 12 pounds ( i n s t  .) ; 20 pounds (a i rma i l  t o  U.S.). I S S N  
0952-0465. 5 Middl e h i l  1 Rd., Wimborne, Dorset BH21 2SA, England. ( Issue 
examined: no.1, Autumn 1987) 

Th is  cooperative pub l i ca t ion  labe ls  i t s e l f  "a c o l l e c t i o n  of w r i t i n g  and 
i 1 l u s t r a t i o n s  by women about t h e i r  1 i ves" and c l e a r l y  focuses on 
autobiography, p a r t i c u l a r l y  encouragi ng " w r i t i n g  by wanen who have only 



r e c e n t l y  found t ime o r  energy o r  conf idence t o  begin"  ( p u b l i c i t y  f l y e r ) .  Each 
p iece  i s  preceded by a paragraph of  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  w r i t e r l a r t i s t  and 
exp lanat ion  o f  how the  work came t o  be. The for ty-page f i r s t  i ssue c a r r i e s  
t h e  work o f  an i n t e r e s t i n g  balance o f  experienced and beginning 
w r i t e r s l a r t i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  former e d i t o r  o f  Women Speaking, a f i f t y - y e a r -  
o l d  housewife, a member o f  t he  Communist Par ty ,  and a pseudonymous v i c t i m  o f  
c h i l d  sexual abuse. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF f€AIODICALS 

American Psychologis t ,  v .42, no.1, January 1987: speci a1 s e c t i o n  on adolescent 
abor t ion .  Ed.: Leonard D. Goodstein. $60 ( ind. ) ;  $120 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: 
i nqui re. ISSN 0003-066X. Subscr ip t ion  Section, American Psycho1 og i  ca l  
Associat ion,  1400 b r t h  Uhle St., A r l i ng ton ,  VA 22201. ( Issue exami ned) 

Contents o f  t h i s  speci a1 sec t i on  : "Adolescent Abor t ion :  Psychological  
Perspect ives on Pub l i c  Pol i c y "  (Gary Melton and Nancy Fel i p e  Russo) ; 
"Adolescent Abor t ion:  Psychological  and Legal Issues" ( I n t e r d i v i s i o n a l  
Committee on Ado1 escent Abor t ion)  ; "Legal Regul a t  i o n  o f  Adolescent Abor t ion : 
Unintended E f f e c t s "  (Gary Melton) ; "Minors Competence t o  Consent t o  Abor t ion"  
(Cather ine  Lewis);  and "Counseling Adolescents With Problem Pregnancies" 
(Jeanne Marecek) . 

4 American Psychologis t ,  v.42, no.10, October 1987: specia l  s e c t i o n  on 
-scription i n fo rma t i on  above.) ( I ssue examined) 

Contents of  t h i s  spec ia l  sec t i on :  "Pornography, Soc ia l  Science, and 
P o l i t i c s  : When Research and Ideology C o l l i d e "  ( B r i a n  W i  l c o x ) ;  "Report o f  t h e  
Surgeon General 's  Workshop on Pornography and P u b l i c  Heal th"  (C. Evere t t  
Koop); and "The Findings and Recommendations o f  t h e  At torney General 's 
Commission on Pornography: Do t h e  Psychological  'Facts  ' F i t  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
Fury?" (Daniel  L i  nz , Edward Donnecstein, Steven Pen rod).  

Comparative Education, v.23, no.1, 1987: ':Sex D i f f e rences  i n  Education." Ed. : 
P a t r i c i a  Broadfoot;  Guest ed.: Margaret B. Sutherland. $73 ( ind . ) ;  $146 
( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $27. ISSN 0306-0068. Carfax Pub l i sh ing  Co., 85 Ash 
St., Hopki nton, MA 01748. ( Issue exami ned) 

P a r t i  a1 contents : "Sex D i f fe rences  i n   duda at ion: An Overview (Margaret B. + 

Sutherland) ; "Women's Access and Opportuni ty  i n  Higher  Education: Toward t h e  
Twen ty - f i r s t  Century" (Kathryn M. Moore) ; " Is lamls  Point  o f  View on Women's 
Educat ion i n  Saudi Arabia" (Rafeda Al-Hari ri ) ; "Research Dilemmas Concerning 
Gender and t h e  Management o f  Education i n  T h i r d  World coun t r i es "  (Lynn 
Davi es) . Book rev i  ews a re  i ncluded. 

The North American Review, v.272, 110.3, September 1987: specia l  supplement, 
"The Woman Quest ion,  1849-1987." Guest ed.: Carolyn Hardesty. $11. S ing le  
copy: i n q u i r e .  ISSN 0029-2397. U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Northern Iowa, Cedar Fa1 l s ,  I A  
50614. ( Issue exami ned) 

Th is  s ix ty - f i ve-page supplement was p l  annned as a review " o u t l i  n ing 
a t t i t u d e s  toward women as r e f l e c t e d  i n  NARIS pages as f a r  back as t h e  mid- 
n ine teen th  century." The th ree  sect ions, d i v i d e d  i n t o  "Suffrage," "Image and 
Sel f-Image," and "Education, Career, and Family" i n c l u d e  such p ieces as: "The 
Woman Quest ion"  (Franc is  Parkman, October 1879) ; "The Other Side o f  t h e  Woman 



Quest ion '  ( J u l i a  Ward Howe, Thomas Wentworth Migginson, Lucy Stone, and 
E l  i zabeth Cady Stanton, November 1879) ; "The Subject ion o f  Women" (Wil  li am 
James, October 1869); "The New Woman" (Ouida, or Marie Louise de l a  ~eme/e, May 
1894) ; and "The Educated American Drudge" (E l izabeth  Banks, September 1904). 

The Wilson Quar te r l y ,  v.10, no.4, Autumn 1986: special sect ion on "Feminism i n  
Am- - . Ed.: Peter  Braestrup. $19. Single copy: $5. ISSN 
0363-3276. Smi thsoni an I n s t i t u t i o n ,  Magazine Service ~ e p t . ,  P .o. Box 52211, 
Boulder, CO 80321-2211. ( Issue examined) 

"Today, a f t e r  both successes and unexpected f a i  lu res ,  America 's  T h i r d  
Wave o f  femi mist agi tat ion. .  .has subsided." This opening e d i t o r i a l  statement 
o f f e r s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r ight-wing h i s t o r i c a l  analys is t o  come. "Act One" 
(Lo is  Banner) centers on ea r l y  femin is ts  of  the  Seneca F a l l s  era; "The F ight  
f o r  Suffrage" (Wi l l i am L. OINeil 1 )  discusses the problems and d issent ion  amid 
t h e  movement t o  ga in  the  vote; "The Third Wave" ( R i t a  Kramer) summarizes t h e  
"shallow p o l i t i c a l  s t ra tegy"  and extremism aimed a t  soc ie ta l  reform t h e  w r i t e r  
bel ieves have brought about the  demise o f  the cur rent  women's movement. 

TRFINSITIONS 
A 

An e d i t o r i a l  statement i n  t h e  June 1987 Outwri te: Women's Newspaper said t h a t  
a f t e r  i t s  Ju ly  issue the c o l l e c t i v e  would take a three-month break " t o  
concentrate on fundraising, reorgani ti ng and bui l d i  ng up support ." The 
statement noted that ,  depending on the  f i nanc ia l  resources ava i lab le ,  Outwr i te  
might not have the  same (newspaper) format a f t e r  i t  reappears. 

S i n i s t e r  Wisdom i s  now ed i ted  by Elana Dykewomon and published on the  West 
toas t .  The new address: P.O. Box 3252, Berkeley, CA 94703. ( In format ion from 
Hot W i  re, November 1987, p.63) 

C€AS€D PUBLICATION 

Out! v.1, no.1, November 1982-v.5, no.10, ~ u ~ u i t  1987. Ed. by J e f f  Kirsch. 
P T  Box 1481, Madison, W I  53701. 

Women's Review 1985-1987. Ed. by Helen Carr and N i c c i  Gerrard. Monthly. - -0'. Un i t  1, 2nd Floor, 1-4 Chr i s t i na  St., London EC2 England. 
( In format ion from Everywoman, September 1987, p.11) 

ITEfllS OF NOTE 
* MA'KING IT:  A WOMAN' S GUIDE TO SEX I N  THE AGE OF A I D S  i s  a f o r t y - e i  ght- 
page pamphlet by Cindy Patton and Janis Ke l ly .  The b i l i n g u a l  EnglishISpanish 
e d i t i o n  i s  now a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $3.95 from Firebrand Books, 141 The Commons, 
I thaca, NY 14850 (607-272-0000). 

* Educatiomal Eaui tv  Conce~ts.  Inc. announces t h e  establishment o f  THE 
NATIONAL CLEARING~USE" ON W O ~ N  AND GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES, a system for 
prov id tng i n f o r m a t i a  on resources and programs t o  ass is t  women and g i r l s  w i t h  
a wide range o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  Educators, ;ns t i t u t i ons ,  researchers,-job and 
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cons t i tuenc ies .  F O ~  f u r t h e r  i nformat i  on, con tac t  Educat ional Equi t y  Concepts 
a t  114 E. 32 St., New York, NY 10016 (212-725-1803). 

* The WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION LITERARY AWARDS COMMITTEE has bestowed 
Outstandi nq Achievement honors on two W i  sconsi n women authors. They a re  Carol  
Fairbanks i o r  h e r  book P r a i r i e  Women: Images i n  American and ~ a n a d i a n  F i c t i o n ;  
and J u d i t h  Walzer L e a v i t t  f o r  Brought t o  Bed: Chi ldbear ing i n  America, 1750- 
1950. - 
* HISTORY OF BLACK WOMEN'S EDUCATION I N  THE SOUTH i s  a se t  o f  teaching 
modules developed by E l i zabe th  L. I h l e ,  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  o f f i c e r  and 
assoc ia te  p ro fessor  a t  James Madison Un ive rs i t y .  Documented h i s t o r i c a l  t e x t s ,  
photographs, d i a r y  excerpts,  i n t e r v i  ews, b i  b l  iograph ies  and more a re  inc luded 
i n  t h e  modules, which are t i t l e d :  "Black G i r l s  and Women i n  Elementary 
Educat ion" ; "Black Women's Vocat ional Education1' ; and "Black Women ' s  Academic 
Educat ion i n  t h e  South." The modules a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  charge f r a n  Ms. 
I h l e  a t  James Madison Un ive rs i t y ,  Ha r r i  sonburg, VA 22807. 

* The Organ iza t ion  f o r  Equal Educat ion o f  t h e  Sexes o f f e r s  t h e  TABS POSTER 
SERIES, f i f t y  a t t r a c t i v e  eleven by seventeen-i nch pos ters  o f  women, each 
' accompanied by a four-page biography o f  t h e  woman portrayed. Subjects inc lude 

Helen K e l l e r ,  Rachel Carson, Dolores Huerta, carpenter  Jos ie  Varias, surgeon 
S y l v i a  Ramos, and computer sof tware engineer Maria Magana. Each pos te r  cos ts  
$3.50 p l u s  sh ipp ing  and hand l ing  charges. Request an order  form o r  c a t a l o g  
f rom OEES, 438 Four th  St., Dept. 101, Brooklyn, NY 11215 (718-788-3478). 

* The UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SYSTEM OFFICE OF WOMEN AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
PROGRAMS h s  
System i 'nst i tu t ions.  Of note a re  s i x  videos on sexual harassment: E f f e c t i v e  
Management S t ra teg ies :  Prevent ing Sexual Harassment; Sexual Harassment: Taking 
New A i m  a t  an Old  Problem; Sexual Harassment i s  Bad Business; Shades o f  Gray; 
The Col lege Obstacle Course; and You Are the  Game: Sexual Harassment on 
Campus. Quest ions? Contact Joan Danie ls  Pedro\ a t  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Women and . 
Equal Oppor tuni ty  Programs, 1802 Van H ise  Hal 1, 1220 Linden Dr., Madison, W I  
53706 o r  608-262-6404. 

* Thord is  Simonsen, e d i t o r  o f  YOU MAY PLOW HERE: THE NARRATIVE OF SARA 
BROOKS, i s  t o u r i n g  w i t h  readi ngs from t h e  book along w i t h  a r e l a t e d  
photographic  e x h i b i t .  Accompanied by s l i d e s  o r  a l ec tu re ,  t h e  readings 
recount  t h e  l i f e  o f  a Black woman from h e r  ch i1  dhood on an Alabama farm t o  
home ownership i n  t h e  North. The black-and-white photographs o f  Alabama mule 
farming were created i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  t h e  book. For f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t i on ,  
con tac t  Ms. Simonsen a t  P.O. Box 6107, Denver, CO 80206 o r  303-832-4729. 

* The newly-formed MARGUERITE RAWALT RESOURCE CENTER DATABASE, a p r o j e c t  o f  
t h e  Business and Profess ional  Women's Foundation, now conta ins  some 1,000 
ca ta log  records. Th is  year, MRRC s t a f f  w i l l  per form searches and mai l  r e s u l t s  
t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r e e  o f  charge, but expect t o  r e q u i r e  a modest f ee  i n  t h e  
fu tu re .  Fo r  a search request  form o r  t o  comment on t h e  database, contact  t h e  



Business and Professional Women's Foundation, 2012 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Was h i  ngton, DC 20036 (202-293-1200). 

* PANDORA BOOK PEDDLERS i n  Englewood, NJ, hopes t o  help f i l l  the  gap l e f t  
when New York C i t y ' s  on ly  femin is t  bookstore closed t h i s  summer. Pandora w i l l  
f i l l  mai l  and phone orders fran t h e i r  9,000-t i t le  inventory.  To j o i n  8,000 
others on t h e i r  mai l ing  l i s t ,  w r i t e  o r  c a l l  Pandora a t  68 W. Palisade Ave., 
ML, Engl ewood, NJ 07631 (201-894-5404). 

* Second L i f e  Books' Catalogue 60, e n t i t l e d  WOMEN I N  SOCIETY: WITH AN 
EMPHASIS ON FEMINISM AND THE EQUAL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, o f f e r s  over 400 r a r e  book 
t i t l e s .  Request a CODY from Second L i f e  Books. Inc.. Quarry Rd.. P.O. Box 

* Another d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  ou t -o f -p r in t  and c o l l e c t i b l e  books, Sanervi l  l e  & 
Ross, Books, o f f e r s  LIST 2 -- BOOKS BY WOMEN. O f  100 t i t l e s  l i s t e d ,  most are 
f i r s t  American ed i t i ons .  For more informat ion,  w r i t e  Somervi l le & Ross, 
Books, P.O. Box 7272, FDR Stat ion, New York, NY 10150. 

* SURROGATE MOTHERS: ETHICAL AND LEGAL ISSUES by Sue A. Mei nke i s  an 
eight-page annotated bib l iography o f  sources on cour t  decisions, leg1 s la t i on ,  
and questions of e th ics  associated w i t h  surrogacy, w i t h  suggestions f o r  
f u r t h e r  reading. Produced by t h e  National Reference Center f o r  Bioeth ics 
L i te ra tu re ,  t h i s  and o ther  items from t h e i r  Scope Note ser ies  may be obtained 
f o r  $3 each, prepaid. Contact t h e  Center a t  t h e  Kennedy I n s t i t u t e  o f  Ethics, 
Georgetown Univers i  t y  , Washi ngton, DC 20057 (800-MED-ETHX o r  202-625-4117). 

1 i s t  o f  resources:   he th j r ty-n ine-page guide i s  publ ished by t h e  co l l ege  and 
Un ive rs i t y  Personnel Associat ion (CUPA). and may be ordered f o r  $14 by CUPA 
members ($22 f o r  non-members), p lus  $1.25 f o r  shipping and handling. Wri te 
CUPA a t  11 h p o n t  C i rc le ,  N.W., Sui te 120, Washlqgton, DC 20036. 

* THE INTERNATIONAL LESBIAN INFORMATION SERVICE ( IL IS)  has recent ly  moved 
t o  Amsterdam. Holland. The new I L I S  Secre tar ia t  i s  I n t e r ~ o t  In te rna t iona l  
Dyke p o l i t i c s )  which has begun publ ishing t h e  I L I S  ~ e w s l e t t e r ' i n  English, 
Spanish, and French. Membership fees are $15 f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and $50 f o r  
groups, and should be sent t o  ILIS-Secretar iat ,  c/o COC, Rosenstraat 8, 1016 
NX Amsterdam, The Nether1 ands. 

* WISCONSIN WOMEN LEGISLATOUS: A HISTORICAL LIST i s  a five-page document 
~ r e ~ a r e d  bv A. Peter Cannon. It i s  ava i l ab le  f r e e  of  charae I f o r  UD t o  t h r e e  - .  
cop;'es) from the  L e g i s l a t i v e  Reference Bureau, Room 201 North, s ta te  Capi to l ,  
Madison, W I 53702 (608-266-0341). Order by Wisconsin documents number: 
Leg 2.3:8/1987/5. 



WISCONSIN f3lBLlOGRAPHlES IN 
WOmEN'S STUDIES 

"New Reference Works i n  Women's Studies, 1986187" canp i led  by Susan 
Searing i s  t he  l a t e s t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e r i e s  "Wisconsin B ib l i og raph ies  i n  
Women's Studies." Compiled annual ly  i n  the f a l l  f rom l i s t i n g s  i n  t h e  prev ious  
y e a r ' s  Feminist  Col l e c t i o n s ,  t h i s  three-page b ib l i og raphy  and a1 1  o the r  t i t l e s  
i n  t h e  se r i es  a re  ava i l ab le  a t  no charge from: UW System Wanen's Studies 
L i b r a r i a n ,  112A Memorial L i b r a r y ,  728 Sta te  St., Madison, W I  53706. 

WOmEN'S STUDIES IN WISCONSIN 

The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  Women's Studies i n  Wisconsin: Who's Who & Where 
appeared i n  September 1980, w i t h  t h e  hope of enhancins "communication and. .. 
"col laborat ion 'among the  many  isc cons in' res idents  concerned w i t h  f e m i n i s t  
issues and research." I n  1982 t h e  second e d i t i o n  was pub1 ished, and i n  1985, 
t h e  t h i r d .  The O f f i c e  of t h e  Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n  i s  now pleased t o  
announce t h e  f o u r t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r y ,  which l i s t s  553 f a c u l t y ,  

* 1  i brar ians ,  students, and community representa t i ves  working i n  t h e  f i e 1  d  o f  
women's s tud ies  across t h e  s tate.  

More than  2,000 quest ionnai res were d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t he  sp r i ng  o f  1987, i n  
an attempt t o  reach a l l  those who wished t o  be l i s t e d .  The r e s u l t i n g  e n t r i e s  
i nc lude  home and work addresses and phone numbers; occupation; f a c u l t y  f i e l d  
o r  d i s c i p l i n e ;  community work r e l a t e d  t o  women's s tud ies ;  and cu r ren t  research 
o r  sub jec ts  of i n t e r e s t  i n  women's studies. Indexes prov ide  l i s t i n g s  by area 
o f  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o r  i n t e r e s t  ; c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ;  occupat ion; c i t y  o r  
town; o rgan iza t ions ;  areas o f  speaking expe r t i se ;  and namelspecia l ty  o f  
speakers. For t h e  f i r s t  t ime, t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  Women's Studies i n  Wisconsin 
a l s o  inc ludes  a  l i s t i n g  o f  women's s tud ies-  programs i n  t h e  s ta te ,  t h e i r  
admin i s t ra to rs  o r  contact  persons, and b r i e f  descr ip t ions .  

Copies o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  have a l ready been mai led t o  Wisconsin readers; 
o u t - o f - s t a t e  subscr ibers may a l so  receive a  f r e e  copy upon request. W r i t e  
Women's Studies L ib ra r i an ,  112A Memori a1 L i b r a r y  , 728 Sta te  St., Madison, W I  
53706. 



BOOK 

'SPECIFYING' AND 'SIGNIFYING:' THE ORAL TRADITION IN BLACK FEMINIST WRITING 

Kar la  F.C. Holloway, The Character o f  t h e  Word: The Texts o f  Zora Neale 
Hurston. New York: Greenwood Press, 1987. 146p. $29.95, ISBN 0-313-25264-5. 
n x m - 9 4 5 7 .  

Susan W i  1  li s, Speci fy ing:  Black Women W r i t i n g  t h e  h e r i c a n  Experience. 
Madison, W I :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin Press. 1987. 1 8 6 ~ .  $19.95. ISBN 0-299- 

I n  t h e  burgeoning area o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  on Black women's w r i t i n g ,  
two r e c e n t l y  issued books p o i n t  t o  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  Ka r l a  
Hol loway's  book on Zora Neale Hurston, The Character o f  t h e  Word, takes as i t s  

,point o f  depar ture t h e  power o f  "nommo ," o r  t h e  word, whereas Susan W i l l  i s '  
volume on modern Black women wr i t e r s ,  S e c i f  i n  , views l i t e r a t u r e  aga ins t  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  changing economic modes. A T%+? t ough t e  two use very d i f f e r e n t  
methods and l i t e r a r y  evidence, they converge i n  t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  on and 
app rec ia t i on  o f  an o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  which has been so important  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  
o f  t h e  Black community. I n  add i t ion ,  t h e i r  app rec ia t i on  o f  Zora Neale 
Hurston, t h e  one w r i t e r  they d iscuss i n  common, i s  s i m i l a r .  Reading t h e  two 
toge the r  provides, there fo re ,  a  very use fu l  exe rc i se  f o r  t h e  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  
who i s  searching f o r  an app rop r i a te  method. 

Kar la  Holloway takes o f f  from Owen ~ a r f i e l d ' s  view o f  " the  word" i n  an 
anc ien t  t ime when t h e r e  was l e s s  d is tance between speaker and speaker 
meanings , between "langue" and "paro le"  (p.36). Ba r f  i e l  d  comes c l  osest  t o  
d e f i n i n g  what Holloway c a l l s  "nomno" -- " the  c r e a t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  word" 
(p.36). Whereas f o r  B a r f i e l d ,  t h e  word, r a t h e r  than t h e  t e x t ,  i s  a  pr imary 
source, Holloway be l i eves  t h a t  " f o r  Hurston, t h i s  source i s  c u l t u r a l  p rope r t y  
as t h e  anc ien t  and complex act  o f  ' s i g n i d y i  ng.' The b lack  t e x t  t h a t  s i g n i f i e s  
takes i t s  impetus from t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  a c t i v i t y  and i n t e r n a l i z e s  t h e  process 
u n t i l  i t  speaks t o  i t s e l f .  . . .[Hurston] no t  on l y  shared t h e  s i g n i f y i n g  
p a r t i c i p a n t - s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  her  community, bu t  she worked t o  enclose these 
s t r u c t u r e s  i n t o  her  t e x t s "  (p.37). S i g n i f y i n g  i s  an ac t  o f  bear ing  wi tness t o  
o r  exposing. Hurston 's  g i f t  as a  n a r r a t o r  who both p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  and acted 
as observer t o  t h e  events she "exposes" becomes f o r  Holloway an e f f e c t i v e  p lea  
f o r  t h e  recogn i t i on  o f  her  t e x t ' s  " i n t r i n s i c  s t ruc tu re ,  one t h a t  feeds on i t s  
own s igns and i s  transformed by i t s  own l i g u i  s t i c  a c t i v i t y "  (p.38). 

Using t h e  t o o l s  o f  her t r a i n i n g  i n  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  Holloway proceeds t o  show 
how Hurston c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  word, p r i m a r i l y  i n  her f i c t i o n ,  through h e r  use o f  
n a r r a t i v e  vo ice  and o f  d i a l e c t ,  o r  what Hurston c a l l e d  t h e  "adorned word." 
Throughout, Hol loway i n s i s t s  on "nommo," t h e  word as c r e a t o r  r a t h e r  than 



created, which t h i s  rev iewer can see o n l y  as an e labo ra te l y  and 
cons t ruc ted  metaphor f o r  Hurston 's  con t ro l  o f  t h e  word. 

compel 1 i n g l y  

Hollowqy begins w i t h  Hurston's l i f e ,  which caused t h e  w r i t e r ' s  sense o f  
i s o l a t i o n  (a p o i n t  w i t h  which W i l l i s  agrees) and which was a lso  d e f i n i t i v e  i n  
sepa ra t i  ng her  pub1 i c  and p r i v a t e  se l  ves, her  d i a l e c t  and standard voices. 
When Holloway discusses t h e  novels, she hears bo th  an o b j e c t i v e  and d is tanced 
n a r r a t i v e  vo i ce  which i s  ou ts ide  t h e  characters ' knowledge and consciousness, 
and a s u b j e c t i v e  o r  d i a l e c t  vo ice used by t h e  characters themselves. As a 
charac ter  becomes more sel f-aware, t h i s  d i a l e c t  vo ice  grows c l o s e r  t o  t h e  
n a r r a t i v e  vo i ce  i n  both i t s  knowledge and i t s  poetry. U l t ima te l y ,  " t h e  
n a r r a t i v e  voice.. . [ is ]  enr iched by concepts gained from t h e  d i a l e c t "  and " the 
d i a l e c t  [ i s ]  submerged i n t o  a f u l l y  adorned language" (p.70). At t h i s  poi  n t ,  
on ly  t h e  d ia logue marks and t h e  d i a l e c t  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  aware cha rac te r ' s  
vo ice  (such as J a n i e  Crawford's a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  The i r  Eyes Were Watching God) 
from t h a t  o f  t h e  na r ra to r .  To c i t e  one o f  Hol loway's many examples f r a n  t h e  
f i n a l  sec t ion  o f  t h a t  novel : 

Nar ra t i ve  voice: "By morning Gabr ie l  was p lay ing  t h e  deep tones i n  t h e  
cen te r  of t h e  drum. So when Janie looked ou t  o f  her  door she saw t h e  d r i f t i n g  
m is t s  gathered i n  t h e  west - -  t h a t  c loud f i e l d  o f  t h e  sky -- t o  arm themselves 
w i t h  thunder and march f o r t h  aga ins t  t h e  world." 

Jan ie ' s  voice: " I f  you k i n  see de l i g h t  a t  daybreak, you d o n ' t  keer  i f  
you d i e  a t  dusk. I t ' s  so many people never seen de l i g h t  a t  a l l .  Ah wuz 
fumb l i  n '  round and God opened de door." (p.84) 

Holloway a l so  analyzes Hurston 's  use o f  d i a l e c t  w i t h  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
p r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  phonic element, t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and f u n c t i o n a l  load,  and 
Hurs ton 's  own observat ions about Black speech morphology: t h e  r ichness o f  
metaphor and s i m i l e  ("sobbing hearted," "syndicat ing-gossi  ping," Nanny c a l l  i n g  
h e r s e l f  a "cracked p l a t e " )  ; t h e  use of  t h e  doub le -descr ip t i ve  ( "h igh - ta l  1 ," 
"1 i ttl e-tee-ninchy ," "1 ow-down," " k i  11 dead") ; and t h e  use o f  verbal  nouns 
( " f u n e r a l i  ze," "ug l y i ng  away"). It i s  c l e a r l y  such language which prov ides 
t h e  s t reng th  and f o r c e  o f  Hurston 's  prose f o r  t h e  reader;  however, Holloway 
pushes t h e  ana l ys i s  t o  t h e  l i m i t s .  \ > 

W i t h i n  t h e  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  environment o f  many o f  Hurs ton 's  works, t h e  , 
n a r r a t o r s  per form w i t h  an extreme consciousness o f  language which "almost 
spontaneously adorns1' and which " f u rn i shes  an i d e n t i  f i c a t i o n  o f  another l e v e l  
o f  consciousness. It i s  'nanmo' -- a sel f-consciousness o f  c r e a t i v e  
p o t e n t i a l "  (p.95). The s t r u c t u r e  i s  exposed i n  Black d i a l e c t  (al though 
Holloway i s  t a l k i n g  about Hurston a lone)  because t h e  language i s  access ib le  a t  
a l e v e l  o f  consciousness no longer  poss ib le  i n  standard n a r r a t i v e  s t ruc tu re .  
Such language 1 i t e r a l  l y  "compels t h e  i n v o l  vement o f  n a r r a t o r  and audience i n  
t h e  conten t  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n  and r e f l e c t s  t h e  chora l  charac ter  o f  t h e  word, 
echoing the  c a l l  -and-response t r a d i t i o n s  o f  black s p i r i t u a l i t y "  (p.95). The 
d i  scussi  on del i neates bo th  t h e  s t rengths  and weaknesses o f  Hol 1 oway ' s  work t o  
t h i s  reader:  t h e  c o l o r  and power o f  Hurston 's  prose are c l e a r l y  de l inea ted ,  
b u t  " the  word" i t s e l f  i s  imbued w i t h  so myst ica l  a f o rce  as t o  be beyond 
Hurston's i n d i v i d u a l  c r e a t i v e  powers. I f  w r i t i n g  i s  viewed as a c r a f t ,  t h e  
metaphor s imply doesn' t  work. 



Susan W i l  li s l  Speci fy i  ng i s  informed by a completely d i f f e r e n t  c r i t i c a l  
t r a d i t i o n :  she views t h e  works o f  Hurston, Paule Marshal 1, Toni Morr ison, Toni 
Cade Bambara, and A l i c e  Walker no t  o n l y  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  Black h i s t o r y  
bu t  a l s o  as veh i c les  f o r  t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l  and community h i s t o r i e s .  
Impor tan t  i n  her  d iscussion,  there fo re ,  i s  an awareness o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  
economic modes o f  p roduc t ion  which l ead  t o  d i f f e r e n t  types o f  soc ia l  
r e la t i onsh ips .  

W i l l i s  takes  her  t i t l e  from an episode o f  "spec i fy ing"  which Zora Neale 
Hurston descr ibes i n  he r  autobiography, Dust Tracks on a Road. Spec i f y i ng  i s 
s imply name-cal l i n g ,  but,  according t o  W i l  li s, i t "exempl i f ies  many o f  t h e  
formal  fea tures  o f  s t o r y t e l  li ng." She expla ins,  ". ..everyone i n  t h e  Southern 
b lack  community p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  s t o r y t e l  l i n g  and s t o r y  l i s ten ing . .  . . 
Furthermore, t h e r e  i s  no separat ion between t e l l e r  and tex t .  Rather, t h e  
speaking sub jec t  i s  a t  one w i t h  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  as a re  t h e  l i s t e n e r s "  (p.15). 
I n  t h e  case of speci f y i ng ,  t h e  canmunity i s  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  name c a l l e r ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e :  

The community i s  no longer  de f ined  as a corpus o f  t e l l e r -  
l i s t e n e r s ,  but as witnesses t o  t h e  t e x t u a l  event. The 
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  speaking sub jec t  has become marked and, t o  a 
degree, i so la ted .  A11 t h e  terms o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  equat ion 
have been modi f i  ed; these mod i f i ca t i ons  beg in  t o  suggest t h e  
s o r t  of changes produced when t h e  speaking sub jec t  becomes an 
au thor  and t h e  t e x t  a novel. S t i l l ,  "speci fy ing1 '  preserves 
one aspect o f  s t o r y t e l l i n g  i n t a c t :  ...j u s t  as t h e  meaning o f  
s t o r i e s  inc ludes  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  group, so does 
"speci fy i  ng" i n s i s t  on a d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
names and t h e  person being named. The on ly  t h i n g  t h a t  stands 
between t h e  s i g n i f i e d  and t h e  s i g n i f i e r  i s  t h e  name-cal ler 
who g i  ves h e r s e l f  as guarantor  o f -  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w i t h  t h e  
whole community s tand ing  wi tness t o  t h e  con t rac t .  .. . 
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t speaks f o r  a noncommodified r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
language, a t i m e  when t h e  s l ippage between words and meaning 
would not  have obta ined o r  been to le ra ted .  (p. 16) 

W i  11 i s  i s ,  there fo re ,  1 i ke H o l l  oway , i n c o r p o r a t i n g  aspects o f  t h e  Black o r a l  
t r a d i t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a very soph i s t i ca ted  ana lys is  o f  a r t i s t i c  language. L i k e  
Holloway, W i l l i s  i s  a l s o  very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  n a r r a t o r  and 
n a r r a t i v e  voice. However, Holloway's ana l ys i s  o f  o r a l  adornment always leads 
back t o  t h e  t e x t ,  whereas W i l l i s  leads us i n t o  t h e  community and t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  Blacks i n  America who, as witnesses, g i v e  meaning t o  t h e  words. For 
W i l l i s ,  t h e  author  and the  community together  a re  sovereign; f o r  Holloway, t h e  
au thor  alone re igns  through t h e  unconscious power o f  t h e  word, "nommo." 

With t h e  emergence o f  urban soc ie t y  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  communities, 
W i l l i s  maintains, t h e  speaking sub jec t  i s  erased, which i n  t u r n  causes t h e  
l o s s  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s i g n i f i e d  and s i g n i f i e r .  What i s  l e f t  
w i t h  t h e  use o f  metaphor, therefore,  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  on ly  o f  evoking a 
h i s t o r y ,  s ince, w i t hou t  a speaking sub jec t ,  on l y  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  emerges as t h e  crux o f  t h e  na r ra t i ve .  Meaning i s  contained i n  
t h e  t e x t  (and i n  t h e  contex t  o f  t h e  reading, I would add) which a r t i c u l a t e s  



h i s t o r y  through metaphor as t h e  o n l y  means o f  cap tu r i ng  t h e  complex meanings 
and con t rad i c to ry  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  generated by capi ta l ism.  

What t h i s  means when W i l l i s  app l i es  her  t h e o r i e s  t o  t h e  ana lys is  o f  
n a r r a t i v e  vo ice and metaphor i s  t h a t  t h e  more metaphorical  w r i t e r  such as Toni 
Morr ison emerges as a  powerful  c r i t i c  because metaphor r e f r a c t s  r a t h e r  t han  
r e f l e c t s  r e a l i t y .  Viewing rea l i sm i n  t h i s  way he lps  us overcome t h e  dichotomy 
between t h e  " r e a l i s t "  and t h e  "modernist" novel,  t h e  framework w i t h i n  which 
even W i l  li s  seems t o  work. Some o f  t he  r e f r a c t i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  leads t h e  reader  
i n t o  an a l t e r n a t i v e  and more u top ian  fu tu re .  Utopian p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a re  a l s o  
i nhe ren t  i n  t h e  rad i ca l  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  here and now by many o f  t h e  
charac ters  W i l l i s  descr ibes (most no tab l y  P i l a t e ,  Hagar, and Reba i n  
Mor r i son ' s  Song o f  Solomon), and by t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f  t h e i  r des i res  f o r  change 
i n t o  an a l t e r n a t i v e  fu tu re .  

O f  t h e  w r i t e r s  W i l l i  s  analyzes, on ly  Zora Neale Hurston l acks  t h i s  
a l t e r n a t i v e  v i s i o n ,  al though Jan ie ' s  work w i t h  Tea Cake on t h e  muck i n  T h e i r  
Eyes Were Watching God i s  c l e a r l y  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  a l i ena ted  l a b o r  w i t m h e  
con tex t  o f  t h e  novel. Such a  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  i s  problemat ic ,  since, as W i l  l i s  
h e r s e l f  comments, t h e  l abo r  i s  a c t u a l l y  q u i t e  e x p l o i t a t i v e .  This con t ras t  i s  
repeated i n  W i l l i s '  d iscuss ion  o f  o t h e r  w r i t e r s :  i n  t h e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  
P i l a t e ' s  household economy t o  t h a t  o f  he r  b ro the r ' s ,  and of t h e  t h r e e  
p r o s t i t u t e s '  household economy t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  Breedloves (Mor r ison 's  Song o f  

' Solomon and The B lues t  E e, r espec t i ve l y ) ;  i n  t h e  enchantment o f  t h e  ag ra r i an  
i e c o n o m y  --iTTh n ars  a  ' s  work juxtaposed t o  New York urban r e a l i t i e s .  
A1 though these j u x t a p o s i t i o n s  serve t o  underscore t h e  r a d i c a l  i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  
t h e  here and now i n  a  contemporary d i a l e c t i c ,  they cannot be accepted as 
a l t e r n a t i v e s ;  W i l l i s  i s  no t  always c l e a r  on t h i s  p o i n t .  She i s ,  I t h i n k ,  most 
successfu l  i n  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  complex i t ies  o f  an ongoing d i a l e c t i c  i n  her  
chapter  on Paule Marshal 1, whose search f o r  her  mother 's c u l t u r e  and i t s  
c o n t i n u i t y  i n  New York i s  c a l l e d  an "arc of  recovery," a  metaphor taken from 
t h e  arc  descr ibed by Se l i na ' s  tossed b r a c e l e t  a t  t h e  conclus ion o f  Brown G i r l ,  
Browns tones. 

W i l l i s '  argument, b r i l l i a n t  on metaphor, would have been st ronger  had she 
incorpora ted  the  work o f  t h i n k e r s  such as Ernst\ Bloch o r  Oskar Negt. They - 
operate from a  theory which deals w i t h  some o f  W i  l ' l i s '  quest ions about t h e  
r a d i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  u top ia  and t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  t o  recuperate t h a t  
subvers ive moment. Although she be l ieves  t h a t  p o s i t i n g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  f u t u r e  
i s  t h e  s i n g l e  most important  s t reng th  o f  Black women's w r i t i n g ,  W i l l i s  does 
n o t  appear t o  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  any o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on u top ian  w r i t i n g  which 
would have strengthened t h i s  aspect o f  her  argument. 

-- Renny Harr igan 

[Kenny Har r iyan  has a  doc tora te  i n  German and has been employed as an academic 
i n  German and Women's Studies. She served as an a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  
Center f o r  Women's Studies i n  UW-Milwaukee from 1983 t o  1987, taught  Eng l i sh  
and German b r i e f l y  a t  Madison High School, and i s  c u r r e n t l y  teaching mystery 
and d e t e c t i v e  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  Outreach a t  Mount Senario College.] 
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Septima Clark;  Cynth ia Stokes Brawn, ed., Ready from Wi th in :  Septima Clark and 
t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  Movement. Navarro, CA: Wi ld  Trees Press, 1986. 134p. pap., 
$8.95, ISBN 0-931125-04-9. LC 86-51121. 

W i l l i a m  L. Andrews, ed., S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t :  Three Black Women's 
Autobiographies o f  t h e  N ine teenth  Century. Bloomi ngton, IN: Ind iana 
U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1986. 245p. $29.50, ISBN 0-253-35260-6; pap., $8.95, ISBN 
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Pau l i  Murray, Song i n  a Weary Throat:  An American Pi lgr image.  New York: 
Harper & Row, 1987. index. $23.45, ISBN 0 - 06 - 015704 - 6. LC 86-45674. 

Although t h e r e  i s  much y e t  t o  be done, t h e  l a s t  t e n  years have seen a 
v i  r t u a l  exp los ion  i n  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  1 i t e r a t u r e  on Afro-American women. I n  
i l l u m i n a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  bo th  r a c i a l  and gender d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  on t h e  l i v e s  

' o f  Afro-American women, much o f  t h i s  1 i t e r a t u r e  has f i n a l l y  succeeded i n  
i n v e s t i n g  s tud ies  o f  both racism and feminism w i t h  r e c o g n i t i o n  of each o t h e r ' s  
issues. C l a r k ' s  Ready from With in:  Septima C lark  and t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  
Movement, Andrews' S i s t e r s  o f  t h e  Spi r i  t : Three Black Women's Autobiographies 
o f  t h e  Nineteenth Century, and Murray 's  Song i n  a Weary Throat, a l l  show s igns 
o f  t h i s  r e c i p r o c i t y .  Each o f  t h e  books acknowledges a t  l e n g t h  t h e  i n t e g r a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between race and gender as they man i fes t  themselves i n  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  Afro-American women i n  a soc ie t y  where t o  be both Black and a woman i s  a 
double l i a b i l i t y .  But  what these books have i n  common does not  end there. 

Each work i s  au tob iograph ica l  . Brown and Andrews played a s u b s t a n t i a l  
r o l e  i n  t h e  choice and order ing  o f  t h e  autobiographica l  ma te r i a l  they edi ted,  
bu t  even Murray 's  book was organized by two w r j t e r s  due t o  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  
un t ime ly  death p r i o r  t o  t h e  book's completion. Each book, there fo re ,  has 
elements o f  both biography and autobiography. Although both genres have o f t e n  
been seen as t h e  "s tepch i ld ren"  o f  "ser ious"  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g ,  both have 
been very important  i n reconst  r u c t i  ng t h e  h i  s t o r i e s  o f  groups excluded from 
general overviews o f  Un i ted  States h i s t o r y .  Afro-American women are 
preemi nent members o f  t h a t  over1 ooked category. 

The s t o r i e s  o f  people 's  l i v e s ,  i n s o f a r  as ca re fu l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  pa id  t o  
i 11 umi n a t i n g  t h e  broad issues  which they share w i t h  o thers  1 i k e  themselves, 
can p rov ide  r i c h  and impor tan t  h i s t o r i c a l  d e t a i l  and perspec t ive  t h a t  go f a r  
beyond an i n d i v i d u a l  case h i s to ry .  It i s  a l s o  impor tan t  f o r  good h i s t o r i c a l  
biography/autobiography t o  p lace i t s e l f  i n  context.  That i s ,  a reader needs 
t o  be centered i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  per iod, issue,  o r  group experience i n  order  t o  
make o f  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  one person's l i f e  t h e  key t o  a much broader 
understanding. Whi le  d i f f e r e n t  i n  a number o f  o t h e r  ways, a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  
books do accomplish these two tasks  f a i r l y  successful  l y .  



Septima Clark, a  Black woman a c t i v i s t  i n  t h e  C i v i l  R ights Movement, t e l l s  
l a r g e l y  i n  he r  own words t h e  s t o r y  and h i s t o r y  o f  he r  involvement. The book 
i s  no t  leng thy  (l26p.), and bo th  Mrs. C la rk ' s  n a r r a t i v e  and t h e  e d i t o r ' s  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  and notes a re  rendered i n  a  simple, s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  s t y l e .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  lend ing  a  c e r t a i n  e f f e c t  and poignancy, t h e  l eng th  and language 
make t h e  book q u i t e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  h igh school and e a r l y  co l l ege  l eve l s .  
C l a r k ' s  s t o r y  a l s o  ra ises  some important  issues, y e t  t o  be d e a l t  w i t h  i n  a  
book-length s c h o l a r l y  study, o f  Black women's r o l e s  i n  t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  
Movement. The i r  experiences he1 ped t o  shape t h e  c r i t i c a l  debates which began 
t o  rage i n  t h e  1970's ( con t i nu ing  t o  t h e  present)  about t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
race and gender, and, f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  unknown "o rd ina ry "  women who 
worked i n  t h e  movement, c lass.  Clark h e r s e l f  s ta tes ,  "I see t h i s  as one of 
t he  weaknesses o f  t he  movement, t h e  way men 1  ooked a t  women. .." (p.79). " I n  
s t o r i e s  about t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  Movement you hear most ly  about t h e  Black 
m in i s te rs .  But i f  you t a l k  t o  t h e  women who were there,  y o u ' l l  hear another 
s t o r y "  (p.83). C la rk ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a l so  prov ide a d d i t i o n a l  i n s i g h t  on some 
o f  t h e  major male p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  era,  as we l l  as o ther  events. A 
general  reeva lua t ion  o f  t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  Movement seems t o  be occu r r i ng  now, 
and t h i s  book makes a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h a t  developing h i s to r i og raphy .  - 

The one very worry ing aspect o f  t h i s  book i s  something which e d i t o r  Brown 
h e r s e l f  a l e r t s  us t o :  "This vers ion o f  Septima C l a r k ' s  s t o r y  i s  no t  on l y  

,hers. It i s  a lso  mine, because I have shaped i t  i n  several  ways. I have 
decided t h e  order  i n  which t o  t e l l  it. I have shortened it by choosing what 
t o  i nc lude  ou t  of  t h e  much longer  account t h a t  Mrs. C la rk  t o l d  me. A t  t h e  
same t i m e  I have lenythened i t by paraphrasing some o f  her  comments and by 
adding connect ive l i n e s  t h a t  add background, accuracy and r e f l e c t i o n  t o  he r  
s t o r y .  Recorded here i s  Mrs. C l a r k ' s  account g iven a t  t h e  age o f  eighty-one, 
as i n t e r p r e t e d  by me a t  t h e  age o f  f o r t y - e i g h t "  (pp. 19-20). Whi le Brown has 
performed an important  serv ice  by render ing  C la rk ' s  s t o r y ,  I cou ld  never q u i t e  
dec ide  whether I was reading C la rk ' s  ac tua l  words o r  not. 

Andrews serves as a  more t r a d i t i o n a l  -ed i t o r  w i t h  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  S i s t e r s  
o f  t he  S i rit. He never i n t rudes  i n t o '  t h e  autobiographica l  n a r r a t i v e s u t  
&brackets or  footnotes. Whil e  p r e s e r v i  ng t h e  s ty1 e, s p e l l i n g  and 
language o f  these n ineteenth-century narratives'may make them harder  f o r  a  + 

twent ie th -century  audience t o  read and i n t e r p r e t ,  i t  a1 so preserves t h e  
charac ter  o f  t he  women w r i t e r s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t ime i n  which they  were 
w r i t i n g .  Andrews s e t s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  con tex t  f o r  each o f  t h e  autobiographies 
i n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and helps us by p rov id ing  o the r  i n fo rma t i on  and sources 
throughout.  I n  t h i s  way h i s  book makes an impor tan t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
v a r i e d  f i e 1  ds o f  Afro-American h i s t o r y ,  women's h i s t o r y ,  and re1 i g i o u s  
h i s t o r y .  The n a r r a t i v e s  t e l l  i n  t h e i r  own words t h e  l i v e s  of  each o f  t h r e e  
women: Jarena Lee, Z i l pha  Elaw, and J u l i a  A.J. Foote. Each has a  convers ion 
experience which leads her  t o  do i t i n e r a n t  preaching on her  awn, and t h e r e f o r e  
fo rces  her  t o  con f ron t  t he  mythology reyard ing,  and t h e  "proper place" o f ,  
bo th  Afro-Americans and women i n  t h e  n ineteenth-century Un i ted  States. 

While these women appear t o  have focused on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  's  need t o  be 
l e d  to ,  i n  Andrews' words, " s a l v a t i o n "  o r  " s a n c t i f i c a t i o n , "  t h i s  emphasis on a  
s p i r i t u a l  conversion d i d  no t  preclude t h e  more secular  a c t i v i s m  o f  denouncing 
s lavery ,  rac ism and sexual d i sc r im ina t i on .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  church 



and r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  a c t i v i s t  l i v e s  o f  these th ree  women i s  po r t rayed  as being 
a dual one o f  bo th  support  and chal lenge. Although t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  they  had 
been t r u l y  " ca l l ed "  t o  preach and t o  con f ron t  i n j u s t i c e  i n  t h i s  wor ld  gave 
these women t h e  courage t o  work around stereotypes and even t o  obey a h ighe r  
a u t h o r i t y  t han  t h a t  o f  husbands and o the r  f a m i l y  members, t h e  church and 
contemporary re1 i g i  ous i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  d i d  no t  o f t e n  suppor t  a c l e a r  a c t i  v i  s t  
r o l e  f o r  women. Much o f  t h i s  n ineteenth-century dilemma i s  a1 so present i n  
t h e  Brown and Murray volhnes, both o f  which a re  l oca ted  square ly  i n  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  century. Septima Clark, f o r  example, i s  openly c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  
Black male r e l i g i o u s  h ie ra rchy  i n  t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  Movement, n o t  from t h e  
s tandpo in t  o f  f a i t h ,  bu t  from t h e  standpoint  o f  t h e  ro les  a l l o t t e d  t o  women. 

Murray 's  Song i n  a Weary 'Throat i s  r i c h  i n  personal d e t a i l .  She cogent ly  
weaves h i s t o r i c a l  background i n t o  he r  personal s t o r y  w i t h  t h e  sk i1  1 o f  a good 
n o v e l i s t .  I n  a warm and s p i r i t e d  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Eleanor Holmes Norton gives us 
a c lue  as t o  why Murray's book i s  so pa ins tak ing l y  d e t a i l e d  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  
accurate -- o f  a graduate h i s t o r y  paper Norton wrote on t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  
Movement based on mater i  a1 suppl i ed by Murray, Norton says : "I 1 earned 
f i r s t h a n d  from her f i l e s .  I n  e f f e c t ,  she recorded her l i f e  no t  a t  t h e  end b u t  
as she went along, keeping records and notes o f  events small and great.  It i s  

4a testament t o  her need t o  remember, her  regard f o r  h i s t o r y ,  and h e r  
i n s i s t e n c e  t o  l e a r n  from h e r  past"  (p.xi) .  

We l e a r n  much about Paul i  Murray from t h i s  book, and hers i s  an ext remely 
i n t e r e s t i n g  l i f e ,  from t h e  standpoints  o f  both her  personal odyssey as w e l l  as 
her  pathbreaking a c t i v i t y  on beha l f  o f  her  race and her  gender i n  t h e  broader 
h i s t o r i c a l  arena. Murray's f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  Eleanor Roosevelt, her  involvement 
i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  stages o f  non-v io len t  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  du r i ng  t h e  19401s, her  
run- ins  w i t h  McCarthyism, her  educat ion as a lawyer  and career  as a u n i v e r s i t y  
p ro fessor ,  and he r  o r d i n a t i o n  as an Episcopal p r i e s t  are on l y  a few among t h e  
many i n t e r e s t i n g  aspects o f  a l i f e  o f  de termina t ion  and courage. For each 
personal journey which Murray shares w i t h  u_s she almost impercep t i b l y  weaves 
i n  t h e  broader experience, t h e  l a r g e r  meaning, g o t  on ly  t e l l i n g  us t h e  s to ry ,  
bu t  con f ron t i ng  t h e  "whys?" and "by what means?". ' She a l s o  t r i e s  t o  be 
p a i n f u l l y  honest, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  con f ron t i ng  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  way 
she r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  "Black Revolut ion"  o f  t h e  l a t e  1960's and e a r l y  1970's 
( regard ing  usage o f  t h e  term "Black" as opposed t o  "Negro," t h e  c a l l  f o r  A f ro -  
American/Black Studies Programs, etc.)  and t h e  way many o f  t h e  young Blacks 
she taught  a t  Brandeis U n i v e r s i t y  did.  I n  w r i t i n g  o f  her  personal experience, 
Murray capsu l i  zes t h e  s t rugg les  w i t h i n  t h e  Black community o f  t h a t  time, and 
though she spent most o f  t h e  p e r i o d  on a co l l ege  campus, t h e  issues she ra ises  
were n o t  c o n f i  ned there. 

Murray was a canplex person, a f a c t  c l e a r l y  revealed i n  her  
autobiography. One i s  tempted t o  "p lay p s y c h i a t r i s t "  and speculate t h a t  t h e  
t r a g i c  f a i l u r e s  o f  her  fami ly  du r i ng  her  e a r l y  years not  on l y  spurred Murray 
t o  accomplish th ings ,  bu t  caused some of t h e  f renzy  o f  t h e  many a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
which she engaged. U l t i m a t f  l y ,  however, i t  seems unnecessary t o  psychoanalyze 
Murray. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  she f requen t l y  forays i n t o  s e l f - a n a l y s i s  i n  an at tempt  
t o  he lp  bo th  t h e  reader and h e r s e l f  understand how her personal experiences 
d i r e c t e d  t h e  way she chose t o  l i v e  her  l i f e .  Secondly, because her  l i f e  spans 
so much impor tan t  h i s t o r y  connected t o  so many broader s o c i a l  issues, we are  
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perhaps b e t t e r  o f f  simply counting ourselves lucky t o  have another resource t o  
which we can t u r n  f o r  a Black female perspective. Murray was a pioneer o f  
many causes f i r m l y  grounded i n  her experiences as a Black woman. Even though 
some o f  us may disagree w i th  her conclusions, we c a n ' t  dismiss them wi thout  
argument, as the  issues she ra ises are among the  most important i n  
contemporary femin is t  debate. 

Each o f  t h e  books, i n  fac t ,  cont r ibu tes  t o  the  growing body o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
1 i t e r a t u r e  which i l l um ina tes  the  mat r i x  of oppression created by t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  gender, race and class i n  the  experlences o f  A f r o - h e r i c a n  
women. It i s  only by understanding t h a t  ma t r i x  o f  oppression t h a t  we can 
understand i t s  separate components.i Clark, Andrews and Murray have w r i t t e n  
from very d i f f e r e n t  perspectives y e t  have covered much o f  the  same t e r r a i  n 
regarding issues o f  race and gender, and, t o  a lesser  extent, class. That 
commonality, i n  i t s e l f ,  speaks t o  the  connections among the  issues. 

-- Cheryl Johnson-Odim 

[Cheryl Johnson-Odim i s  Ass 
Chicago.] 
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