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mom THE EDITORS 

F e m i n i s t  s c h o l a r s  a r e  t u r n i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  and 
contemporary  exper iences  o f  non-whi te  women - -  a  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  o u r  o f f i c e .  Severa l  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  summer reminded me t h a t  
d e s p i t e  ou r  e f f o r t s  i n  r e c e n t  yea rs ,  t h e r e  i s  much more work t o  be done by  
teachers ,  1  i b r a r i  ans, and researchers .  

The f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  on t h e  n i n t h  N a t i o n a l  Women's S t u d i e s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  conference a r e  appear ing ,  reawaken1 ng my d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  n o t  
a t t e n d i n g .  NWSA chose "Weaving Women's C o l o r s :  A  Decade o f  Empowerment" a s  
i t s  1987 theme and h e l d  t h e  con fe rence  a t  Spelman Co l l ege ,  a  B l a c k  women's 
c o l l e g e  founded i n  1881. S t r i v i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  r a c e  and 
gender,  t h e  speeches, pane ls ,  and papers emphasized t h e  exper iences  o f  non- 
w h i t e ,  non -m idd le -c lass  women. The fou r -day  c o n f e r e n c e  was h a i l e d  by a  
r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  f e m i n i s t  newspaper o f f  ou r  backs as t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  "may mark 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  t h i r d  wave o f  women's l i b e r a t i o n . "  (1 )  

W h i l e  NWSA members were i n  A t l a n t a ,  I was i n  San F r a n c i s c o  f o r  t h e  annual  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  American L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The theme o f  t h e  ALA c o n f e r e n c e  
was " D i v e r s i t y :  The Chal lenge t o  Amer ica 's  L i b r a r i e s . ' '  As a t  NWSA, t h e r e  was 
a  r e f r e s h i n g  emphasis on o u t r e a c h  t o  m i n o r i t i e s ,  t h e  aged, t h e  d i s a b l e d ,  gays 
and l e s b i a n s ,  and o t h e r  s p e c i a l  groups. 

The Women's S t u d i e s  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  of C o l l e g e  & Research 
L i b r a r i e s  ( a  d i v i s i o n  o f  ALA) sponsored a  panel t i t l e d  "Women o f  C o l o r :  
Resources and Access." Featured as speakers were L i l l  i a n  C a s t i l  lo-Speed 
(Ch icano S t u d i e s  L i b r a r y ,  UC-Berkeley) ,- E d i t h  F i s h e r  ( E t h n i c  S t u d i e s  
L i b r a r i a n ,  UC-San Diego),  B i n n i e  Ta te  W i l k i n  (School  o f  L i b r a r y  and 
I n f o r m a t i o n  S tud ies ,  UC-Berkeley), and We1 Chi Poon ( A s i a n  k e r i c a n  S t u d i e s  
L i b r a r y ,  UC-Berkeley) -- a l l  themselves  dynamic women o f  c o l o r .  Jacque lyn  
M a r i e  (UC-Santa Cruz) o r g a n i z e d  and c h a i r e d  t h e  session.  A f t e r  t h e  fo rma l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  l a r g e  aud ience b roke  i n t o  smal l  groups t o  share  s t r a t e g i e s  
f o r  s e r v i n g  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  and f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  and a c q u i r i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
a b o u t  wornen o f  c o l o r .  

Our own o f f i c e  has worked o v e r  t h e  yea rs  t o  improve b i b l i o g r a p h i c  access 
t o  works on mi n o r i  tx women. Whi le  s c h o l a r l y  r e f e r e n c e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and 
handbooks a r e  f i n a l  l y  be ing  pub1 i s h e d  ( n o t a b l y  on a reas  o f  B lack  exper ience ) ,  
t r a c k i n g  down m a t e r i a l s  on women o f  c o l o r  -- p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
r e f l e c t  a  f e m i n i s t  unders tand ing  o f  t h e  doub le  burden o f  r a c i s m  and sexism -- 
s t i l l  i s n ' t  easy. I n  1983 P r o f e s s o r  N e l l i e  McKay (UW-Madison) shared w i t h  us 
h e r  r e a d i n g  l i s t  on "Twen t ie th -Cen tu ry  T h i r d  Wor ld  Women W r i t e r s ,  B lack  
American and A f r i can , "  wh ich  we c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  s c h o l a r s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we've comp i led  f i v e  b i  b l  l o g r a p h i e s  in-house:  " B l a c k  Women's 
S t u d i e s  and B lack  F e m i n f s t  P o l i t i c s "  (1983);  "The L i v e s  and P o l i t i c s  o f  
L a t i n a s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s "  (1984); "Jewish Women's S t u d i e s "  (1984); " N o r t h  
American I n d i a n  Women" (19851 ; and "As ian  Women i n  America" (19871. A l l  a r e  
p a r t  o f  o u r  s e r i e s ,  l is cons in -BI b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  Women's s t u d i e s ,  and a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  upon r e q u e s t .  ( I f  y o u ' d  l i k e  a l l  s i x  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  however, 



we'd apprec ia te  some help w i t h  the cos t  o f  postage. Just send us a  s e l f -  
addressed 9" x  12" manila envelope, a f f i x e d  w i t h  $1.41 i n  postage, and w e ' l l  
prompt ly  ma i l  the reading l l s t s ,  wh i l e  supp l ies  l as t . )  

We're extremely pleased t h a t  t h e  UW System I n s t i t u t e  on Race and 
E t h n i c i t y  has granted us $1,000 t o  update these b ib l i og raph ies  and t o  create a  
s ingle,  s e l e c t i v e  guide t o  mater ia ls  on women, race, and e t h n i c i t y .  We ' l l  be 
adding references t o  works on wh i te  e thn ic  women and expanding our  l i s t i n g s  o f  
audiov isual  i tems, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c i t i n g  the  l a t e s t  and best books and 
a r t i c l e s .  The award w i l l  permi t  us t o  d i s t r i b u t e  the r e s u l t i n g  b ib l iography 
t o  a l l  women 's  s tudies,  m i n o r i t y  s tudies,  and socio logy departments and 
programs i n  t h e  UW System. Add i t iona l  copies w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  
upon request. Watch - FC f o r  an announcement o f  t h i s  new p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  the 
s  p r i  ng . 

-- S.S. 

NOTES - 
1 "NWSA: Weaving Women's Colors," o f f  our backs v.17, no.8 (August- 

, September l987) ,  p.1. 

F EMlNlST PUBLISHING 

Feminis t  pub l ishers  and booksel lers i n  Montreal are preparing t o  host  t he  
THIRD INTERNATIONAL FEMINIST BOOKFAIR i n  June o f  1988. The organizers promise 
a  b i l i n g u a l  event  (French and English, w i t h  simultaneous t r a n s l a t i o n )  and hope 
t h e  North American l o c a t i o n  w i l l  a t t r a c t  -more Central  and South American women 
than prev ious f a i r s .  I n  1984, 4,500 people attended t h e  h i g h l y  successful 
F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Feminist  Bookfair\ i n  London, and Oslo hosted the event i n  
1986. I n d i a  was o r i g i n a l l y  selected as the s i t e  f o r  t he  T h i r d  Bookfa i r ,  bu t  
K a l i  f o r  Women pub l ishers  there  decided they dere no t  y e t  ready t o  handle the  
f a i r  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  own s t rugg l i ng  young pub l ish ing  program; they are 
committed t o  hos t ing  the event i n  1990. For more i n fo rma t ion  on the plans f o r  
Mont rea l ' s  f a i r ,  w r i t e  1988 In te rna t i ona l  Feminist  Bookfai r, c/o 
L' Essen t i e l l e ,  420 rue Rachel es t ,  Montreal, Quebec H2J 267, Canada. 

Whi le we have n o t  y e t  seen repor ts ,  Great B r i t a i n  again t h i s  year held 
t h e  annual FEMINIST BOOK FORTNIGHT June 6-20. More than s i x t y  readings, 
workshops, and d iscuss ion  groups were planned by v i s i t i n g  authors and l o c a l  
w r i t e r s  i n  t h i r t e e n  c i t i e s ,  w i t h  pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and bookstores c a r r y i n g  
spec ia l  d isp lays  o f  f e m i n i s t  books f o r  the  event. 

J u l y  6-19 i n  Dubl in,  I re land,  a  FEMINIST BOOK FAIR was held i n  
con junc t i on  w i t h  the  THIRD INTERNATIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY CONGRESS OF WOMEN, 
which brought together  women scholars and pro fess iona ls  from many d i f f e r e n t  
f i e l d s  f o r  d iscuss ion  on fem in i s t  theory and pract ice.  



BERGAMOT BOOKS i s  a new f e m i n i s t  press i n  Minneapolis, es tab l i shed by Barb 
Wieser ( f o r m e r l y  o f  Iowa C i t y  Women's Press and Aunt Lute Book Company) f o r  
t h e  purpose o f  pub l i sh ing  R ivers  Running Free (paper, $12.50). Ed i ted  by 
Wieser and J u d i t h  Niemi, the book gathers w r i t i n g s  by women canoeis ts  i n  No r th  
America s ince  about 1900. R ivers  i s  being d i s t r i b u t e d  by Spi ns te rs IAunt  Lu te  
and the  press i t s e l f ,  as w e l l I n l a n d  Book and Bookpeople. Bergamot's 
address i s  P.O. Box 7413, Minneapolis, MN 55407. 

RESEARCH IN UJOmEN'S STUDIES: 
THE ONLINE CON NECTION 

Have you ever become discouraged us ing Psychological  Abs t rac ts  t o  uncover 
women's s tud ies  research? Se lec t ing  a r t i c l e s  on female students from among 
a1 1 those on t h e  l ea rn ing  s t y l e s  o f  g i f t e d  ch i l d ren ,  o r  f i n d i n g  s tud ies  on 
s u i c i d e  among middle-aged women amid the columns o f  1 i s t i n g s  under t he  broad 
heading " su i c i de "  i l l u s t r a t e  a problem common t o  researchers i n  
i n t e r d i s c i  p l  i n a r y  f i e l d s  such as women's s tudies.  Often, ma te r i a l  on women i s  
covered by t r a d i t i o n a l  index ing  and abs t rac t i ng  serv ices  such as Ps cholo i c a l  
Abs t rac t s  o r  t he  MLA I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B ib l iography ,  bu t  i s  no t  indexe w t 
te rmino logy  i d e n t i f y i n g  i t  w i t h  women. 

+ 
Online searching can he lp  by p rov id ing  access t o  a l l  pa r t s  o f  a 

b i b l i o g r a p h i c  record, i n c l u d i n g  t i t l e  and sometimes abs t rac t ,  thus i nc reas ing  
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  f i n d i n g  terms such as women o r  female t h a t  might i n d i c a t e  
app rop r i a te  focus. Onl ine searching ( v a r i o u s l y  c a l l e d  o n l i n e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  
searching, computer searching, database searching, and computerized 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  searching)  uses a computer - to search f o r  i n fo rma t i on  i n  
databases o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  records i n  an almost un l im i ted  range o f  sub jec t  
areas. I n  many cases, these databases correspond p a r t i a l l y  o r  who l ly  t o  
fami 1 i a r  p r i n t e d  indexes such as Psycho1 ogi  cal, Abstracts,  Soc io lo  i c a l  + Abstrac ts  o r  Reader's Guide t o  P e r i o d i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e ,  but  some a t a  ases e x i s t  

.. 
on1 y i n  computerized form, w i t h  no p r i n t  counterpar t .  Examples o f  on1 ine-on1 y 
databases i nc lude  ABIIInform, a business resource, and C a t a l y s t  Resources f o r  
Women Database, which focuses on women i n  t h e  work force. 

I n  most cases, o n l i n e  searches are  conducted i n  a l i b r a r y  and are 
performed by a s t a f f  member. The l i b r a r i a n ' s  experience i n  working w i t h  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  databases can save t ime and there fo re  money. The researcher should 
be present  dur ing  the search i f  a t  a l l  poss ib le,  however, i n  o rder  t o  he lp  
choose search terms and st rategy,  evaluate t h e  c i t a t i o n s  re t r i eved ,  and 
re fo rmu la te  the search t o  improve p r e c i s i o n  and r e c a l l .  Onl ine searching i s  
above a l l  an i n t e r a c t i v e  process, r e q u i r i n g  c r e a t i v i  t y ,  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  and quick 
t h i n k i n g  t o  take f u l l  advantage o f  t he  computer's c a p a b i l i t i e s  y e t  s t i l l  keep 
c o s t s  under con t ro l .  A r e l a t i v e l y  recen t  development, c a l l e d  "end-user 
searching ," i n  which researchers conduct t h e i r  own computer searches, i s  
ga in ing  i n  popu la r i t y .  Special  p r i c e s  on c e r t a i n  databases are o f f e r e d  dur ing  
p a r t i c u l a r  t imes o f  t he  day ( o f t e n  a t  n i g h t  when business and academic use are  
l ower ) ,  along w i t h  search software t h a t  i s  more u s e r - f r i e n d l y  than the  
standard search languages. End-user searching makes sense i n  s i t u a t i o n s  where 



a r e s e a r c h e r  w i l l  be d o i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  s e a r c h i n g  o v e r  an ex tended 
t i m e  p e r i o d  and has access t o  t h e  necessary  equipment, wh ich  i n c l u d e s  a 
computer  w i t h  communicat ions s o f t w a r e  and a modem. Fo r  o c c a s i o n a l  sea rch ing ,  
u s i n g  a l i b r a r y ' s  o n l i n e  sea rch  s e r v i c e  i s  most  t i m e -  and c o s t - e f f e c t i v e .  

I n  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  databases a r e c o r d  e x i s t s  f o r  each j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e  o r  
monograph covered,  t h e  d a t a  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a u t h o r ,  t i t l e ,  j o u r n a l  name, volume, 
page, da te ,  s u b j e c t  headings ( o f t e n  c a l l e d  " d e s c r i p t o r s " ) ,  and i n  some cases 
an a b s t r a c t  o r  s h o r t  summary o f  t h e  con ten ts .  A smal l  number o f  da tabases 
even i n c l u d e  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  o f  a r t i c l e s ;  w h i l e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  i n  
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  remote areas o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  save t ime ,  such conven ience i s  n o t  
cheap, w i t h  p e r - a r t i c l e  charges r a n g i n g  f rom s e v e r a l  d o l l a r s  on  up. A lmost  
a l l  o f  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  d a t a  a r e  searchab le ,  making i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  l o o k  f o r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  ways o f t e n  p rec luded  by t h e  arrangement o f  p r i n t e d  indexes.  
Severa l  s u b j e c t s  can be combined, o r  words i n  t i t l e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s u b j e c t  
d e s c r i p t o r s .  R e t r i e v a l  can o f t e n  be l i m i t e d  by document type,  da te ,  language, 
o r  j o u r n a l  t i t l e .  (See sample sea rch  a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e . )  

O n l i n e  s e a r c h i n g  can  have many advantages o v e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i n t e d  
i ndexes  and a b s t r a c t i n g  s e r v i c e s .  Because o f  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  ment ioned above, 
o n l i n e  s e a r c h i n g  o f f e r s  speed and p r e c i s i o n  i n  what i s  c a l l e d  " ready 
r e f e r e n c e "  s e a r c h i n g  -- l o c a t i n g  s p e c i f i c  b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  comp le te  a 
p a r t i a l  o r  i n c o r r e c t  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c i t a t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o r  f i n d i n g  one o r  
two r e c e n t  r e f e r e n c e s  on a p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c .  For more i n - d e p t h  research ,  
on1 i n e  s e a r c h i n g  can p r o v i d e  a mu1 t i - d a t a b a s e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  on  a complex t o p i c .  
Database s e a r c h i n g  can  a l s o  o f f e r  cu r rency :  i n  t h e  Newsearch database, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  newspaper a r t i c l e s  a r e  i ndexed  w i t h i n  t w e n t y - f o u r  hours  o f  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  The p r i n t o u t  f rom a n  o n l i n e  sea rch  l e a d s  t o  fewer  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  
e r r o r s  t h a n  does h a n d w r i t t e n  t r a n s f e r  o f  c i t a t i o n s  f rom p r i n t e d  a b s t r a c t s .  
The p r i n t o u t  i s  a b i g  t ime-save r ,  too ,  when i t  comes t o  c r e a t i n g  a 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  -- a l l  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  a r e  n e a t l y  ga the red  i n  a s i n g l e  l o c a t i o n .  
A b s t r a c t s  p r i n t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  c i t a t i o n s  can i n  some i n s t a n c e s  s e r v e  as  a 
s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  n o t e - t a k i  ng o r  pho tocopy i  n j  i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  

Some drawbacks e x i s t ,  however, and an o n i i n e  sea rch  i s  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  
. 

e v e r y  s i t u a t i o n .  Cost  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a m a j o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  For  most  
databases,  t h e  charge f o r  t i m e  a c t u a l l y  s p e n t  o n l i n e  can exceed $1.00 p e r  
m i n u t e ,  and on some databases t h e  charge f o r  each c i t a t i o n  i s  f i f t y  c e n t s  o r  
more. Such charges can q u i c k l y  add up. These c o s t s  must  be balanced a g a i n s t  
t h e  s a v i n g s  i n  t i m e  and conven ience t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  however. O n l i n e  
s e a r c h i n g  i s  o f t e n  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e .  ( P r i c i n g  p o l i c i e s  v a r y  among l i b r a r i e s .  
A1 though  many 1 i b r a r i a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  on1 i n e  s e a r c h i n g  s h o u l d  be a f r e e  
s e r v i c e ,  mos t  a r e  f o r c e d  by budget  c o n s t r a i n t s  t o  charge some o r  a l l  o f  t h e  
c o s t s  back t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r . )  

T h e r e  a r e  drawbacks o t h e r  t h a n  c o s t  a b o u t  wh ich  r e s e a r c h e r s  must  be 
aware. R e t r o s p e c t i v e  coverage o f  databases v a r i e s ,  b u t  i n  most  cases t h e  
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i s  t h e  e a r l y  t o  mid  1970 's .  and t h e  e a r l i e r  coverage i s  u s u a l l y  
n o t  as  broad i n  te rms o f  t h e  number o f  j o u r n a l s  indexed.  A1 so, da tabase 
s e r v i c e s  c o v e r  most1 y "major"  o r  "mainstream" j o u r n a l s  and a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  
add any t h a t  have a more na r row appeal ,  i n c l u d i n g  many o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  women's 
s t u d i e s  researchers .  F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  f o r  example, i s  n o t  covered by any 



on1 i n e  database, n o r  a r e  o f f  our. backs, Femi n i s t  I s s u e s  o r  Connexions. An 
o n l i n e  sea rch  can sometimes r e t r i e v e  c i t a t i o n s  t o  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  i s  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  and must  be o rde red  th rough  an i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n  s e r v i c e ,  
wh ich  can t a k e  s e v e r a l  weeks, or even months. 

Choosing a p p r o p r i a t e  databases i s  an i m p o r t a n t  component o f  t h e  o n l i n e  
s e a r c h  process.  There a r e  no commercial women's s t u d i e s  databases o f f e r e d  by 
t h e  m a j o r  o n l i n e  vendors, b u t  because o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  
area,  databases c o v e r i n g  a lmos t  a l l  s u b j e c t  areas,  f rom psycho logy t o  
med ic ine ,  f rom bus iness  t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  can  y i e l d  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
C a t a l y s t  Resources f o r  Women Database i s  t h e  o n l y  m a j o r  women's database 
a v a i l a b l e  d i r e c t l y  t o  researchers ,  b u t  i t  d e a l s  o n l y  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  women 
i n  t h e  work force; so i s  u s e f u l  i n  a more nar row range o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a n  
women's s t u d i e s  as a whole. The Center  f o r  Research on  Women a t  Memphis S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  has a s p e c i a l i z e d  database on  women o f  c o l o r  and Southern  women, 
b u t  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  o n l y  o n - s i  t e  o r  by m a i l  o r  phone request .  N e i t h e r  - Women 
S t u d i e s  A b s t r a c t s  n o r  S t u d i e s  on Women A b s t r a c t s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e .  Most  o f  
t h e  j o u r n a l s  a b s t r a c t e d  by t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  i ndexed  by a t  l e a s t  one o n l i n e  
database,  b u t  no s i n g l e  database cove rs  a l a r g e  percentage o f  them. The 
r e s e a r c h e r  must  s e l e c t  t h e  database($)  t o  be searched a c c o r d i n g  t o  genera l  
s u b j e c t  area,  t hen  t ry  t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o n  women by c a r e f u l l y  choos ing  

' search  terms. 

S e l e c t i n g  t h e s e  search terms, wh ich  a r e  r a r e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  f rom database 
t o  database, can be t r i c k y .  Vocabu lary  may be chosen f rom d e s c r i p t o r  l i s t s ,  
t h e s a u r i ,  and what a r e  known as " f r e e - t e x t "  terms, t h a t  i s ,  t e r m i n o l o g y  i n  use 
by t h e  genera l  o r  academic p u b l i c  t h a t  m i g h t  appear i n  a r t i c l e  t i t l e s ,  s u b j e c t  
d e s c r i p t o r s ,  o r  a b s t r a c t s .  To ensure  f u l l  r e t r i e v a l  , a1 1 p o s s i b l e  terms 
s h o u l d  be searched. It i s  no t -enough  t o  use t h e  words "woman" o r  "women" -- 
i n  P s c I n f o ,  t h e  o n l i n e  coun te r ' pa r t  t o  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A b s t r a c t s ,  many i t e m s  a r e  
i n d e x e  +Ti- w t h  t h e  phrase "human female."-  Bu t  even t h a t  i s  n o t  enough, because 
t h e  mos t  s p e c i f i c  d e s c r i p t o r  p o s s i b l e  w i l l  be assigned,  so te rms such as 
"mothers  ,I1 "widows ,I1 "housewives ," "female  c r i m i n a l s  ," "work ing  women ,I1 and 
"human sex d i f f e r e n c e s "  shou ld  be cons idered,  These d e s c r i p t o r s  come f rom a 
p r i n t e d  thesaurus  o f  s u b j e c t  te rms f o r  P s y c I n f o ,  and a r e  n o t  a lways t h e  most  
u p - t o - d a t e  o r  acceptab le ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  must be u t i  1 i zed .  

A1 though  i n d i v i d u a l  databases a r e  c r e a t e d  by separa te  companies, 
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e y  a r e  l oaded  o n t o  l a r g e  computers owned by 
database "vendors." Among t h e  l a r g e s t  and most  commonly searched a r e  t h e  BRS, 
D i a l o g ,  and Wi l sonL ine  systems. The advantage t o  t h e  vendor system i s  t h a t  
a l l  da tabases o f f e r e d  by  a g i v e n  vendor can be searched u s i n g  a s i n g l e  sea rch  
language, o r  p r o t o c o l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  1 i t t l e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  between 
systems, so s e a r c h i n g  a l l  databases r e q u i r e s  l e a r n i n g  seve ra l  sea rch  
languages.  A database i s  o f t e n  o f f e r e d  by more t h a n  one vendor, b u t  some 
databases,  such as  t h e  MLA I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B i b l i o g r a p h y ,  a r e  l oaded  o n t o  o n l y  
one v e n d o r ' s  system. F a c t o r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  i n  choos ing wh ich  system t o  use 
i n c l u d e  c o s t  (wh ich  can v a r y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y )  and f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  sea rch  
language t h a t  m i g h t  a f f e c t  a p a r t i c u l a r  search.  

A r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  by Suzanne H i l denbrand  (1) d iscusses  women's s t u d i e s  
o n l i n e  i n  more d e t a i l ,  w i t h  d a t a b a s e - s p e c i f i c  sea rch  h i n t s  and an ex tended 



a n a l y s i s  o f  terminology problems i n  the f i e l d .  A f t e r  present ing bo th  p o s i t i v e  
and negat ive aspects o f  o n l i n e  searching, she concludes t h a t  " the r e s u l t s  o f  
the  study on user s a t i s f a c t i o n  a t  Bu f fa lo  demonstrate beyond any doubt t h e  
re1 evance o f  on1 i n e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  r e t r i e v a l  f o r  [women's s tud ies ]  
researchers." Onl ine searching can make connections t h a t  would be missed i n  
p r i n t  sources, p u l l  i n g  together  i n fo rma t i on  on women t o  advance scho la rsh ip  i n  
t h e  women's s tud ies  f i e l d .  

-- Ann Pol lock  

[Ann Po l lock  i s  a Reference L i b r a r i a n  i n  Memorial L i b ra ry ,  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  
Wisconsin-Madison. As p a r t  o f  her job, she searches a wide range o f  databases 
i n  the  humanities and soc ia l  sciences.] 

NOTES 

1 Suzanne Hildenbrand, "Women's Studies Online: Promoting V i s i b i l i t y  ," FKJ 
v.26, no.1 ( F a l l  1986), pp.63-74. 

SAMPLE SEARCH 

(Searcher ' s entries are circled. ) 

- - adjacent to each other. A total of 
thematical adj abil 671 documents are pulled up. 

RESULT 671 DOCUMENTS Three different terms are needed - 'for gathering all relevant documents 
n*l or female*l or gir  on women and girls. 

RESULT 74 188 DOCUMENTS 

above (1) and the second set (2) 
RESULT 113 DOCUMENTS narrows the number of likely 

4-t . . p  3 bibl,ab/l 
This command asks for a printout of 

1 the bibliographic information and 

E3363 74-8. 8708. abstract for the first of the 113 

ECCLES-JACQUELYNNE-S. JACOBS-JANIS-E. documents. 

SOCIAL FORCES SHAPE MATH ATTITUDES AND PERFORMANCE. 
SIGNS. 
1986 WIN VOL 11(2) 367-380. 

PSYC 1967 - AUG 1987 

BRS SEARCH MODE - ENTER QUERY / 
This command asks for items in which 
"mathematical" and "ability" appear 



AB STUDIED MATH ACHIEVEMENT AND P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  164 AVERAGE AND ABOVE 
AVERAGE STUDENTS I N  GRADES 7 - 7 9  T H E I R  PARENTS, AND T H E I R  TEACHERS T O  
DETERMINE BENDER STEREOTYPED BELIEFS.  THE ATTITUDES OF SS AND 
ADULTS ABOUT MATHEMATICAL A B I L I T Y ,  D IFF ICULTY,  AND THE VALUE OF 
MATHEMATICS COURSES WERE EXAMINED. PATH ANALYSIS ASSESSED THE 
RELATIONSHIPS AMONQ THESE VARIABLES AND STUDIED THE INFLUENCE OF 1 
VARIABLE ON ANOTHER. S S P  PERFORMANCE I N  MATHEMATICS AFFECTED 
ATTITUDES AND SUBSEQUENT QRADES. B E L I E F S  OF MOTHERS AND TEACHERS, 
SS '  ESTIMATES OF T H E I R  OWN A B I L I T Y ,  AND B E L I E F S  ABOUT THE VALUE OF 
MATHEMATICS EVIDENTLY AFFECTED PERFORMANCE. MATH ANXIETY WCIS AN 
IMPORTANT PREDICTOR OF SUBSEQUENT BRADES AND COURSE TAKING PLANS. 
C. BENBOW AND J. STANLEY'S CONCLUSION (1980) THAT SUPERIOR MALE 
MATHEMATICAL A B I L I T Y  E X I S T S  I S  CONSIDERED PREMATURE f l T  BEST I N   VIE^ 
OF THE SUBSTANTIAL INFLUENCE OF PARENT AND STUDENT PERCEPTIONS. 
(PSYCINFO DATABASE COPYRIGHT 1987 AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSNI A L L  
RIGHTS RESERVED). 

END OF REQUEST 

ENTER DOCUMENT SELECTION.-: 

*CONNECT T I M E  0:01:51 HH:MM:SS 0.031 DEC HRS SESSION 370 

BEYOND STANDARD F ORmS OF lNF ORmATlON 

4 

EST PSYC COST: C-HRS DB-ROY CIT-ROY COMB OTHER TOTAL 
S.33 S.47 S.43 S.28 S.00 

+SIGN OFF 16:02: 13 08/ 19/87 This search and single citation *s1*7 

ORGANIZATION: A W O ~ A N ' S  CLASSIFICATION 

n e t w o r k :  c a l l  c leared by request 

SY STEm FOR LIBRARIES 

printout cost a total of $1.51. 

Classification i s  the science -- and a r t  -- of categorizing information. 
In any large system of information, some kind of c lass i f ica t ion  i s  essent ia l .  
Class i f icat ion i s  the skeleton which s t ructures  information in an orderly and 
useful manner. Without c lass i f ica t ion ,  information i s  as scattered as grains 
of sand on a  beach. 

In the United S ta tes ,  the two most common c lass i f ica t ion  schemes for 
information in l i b r a r i e s  are the Dewey Decimal System, used in most public 
l i b r a r i e s  and smaller college col lect ions ,  and the Library of Congress ( L C )  
System, used in larger academic 1  i  braries.  Until a  new c lass i f ica t ion  system 
i s  developed, l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h i s  country cannot serve the needs of women as 
well as they serve those of men. Librarians and educators need to  join 
together in call ing for and designing such a  c lass i f ica t ion  system. 



Now i s  a  p r o p i t i o u s  t ime for  t h i s  t o  happen. I n  recent  years numerous 
c r i t i q u e s  of sub jec t  headings f o r  m a t e r i a l s  about women have l e d  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  two e x c e l l e n t  t hesau r i  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  sub jec t  headings -- - On 
E ua l  Terms and The Women's Index. (1) Many women's centers  and women's 
+ ! T J i 7 -  s t u  es epartments use these guides t o  index t h e i r  pamphlet f i l e s .  Some 
1  i b r a r i  es have even rev ised  o r  suppl emented t h e i r  ca rd  ca ta logs  w i t h  
non-standard sub jec t  headings f o r  books. ( 2 )  Indexes such as Women Studies 
Abs t rac ts  and a  number o f  recent  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  a l so  use terms n o t  found i n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  sources t o  i d e n t i f y  m a t e r i a l s  about women. 

But sub jec t  headings a re  on l y  h a l f  o f  the  s to ry .  To p rov ide  t h e  b e s t  
access t o  l i b r a r y  ma te r i a l s ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  l i k e w i s e  needs t o  be reformed. 
Index ing  expe r t  Jessica M i l s t e d  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t ,  a l though they  do i t  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  ways, c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and a lphabet ica l  sub jec t  headings bo th  separate 
and b r i n g  toge ther  r e l a t e d  top ics .  Thus, an i d e a l  system o f  access employs 
b o t h  c l a s s i f i e d  and a lphabe t i ca l  arrangement. ( 3 )  M i l s t e d  notes t h a t  " t h e  
h i e r a r c h i c a l  a r rays  prov ided i n  many thesaur i  prov ide a  more o r  l e s s  
wel l -worked-out c l a s s i f i e d  arrangement o f  terms, even though t h i s  a r r a y  i s  
a l phabe t i ca l  a t  each level. ' '  (4 )  For example, the  general heading "Women" i n  
On E ua l  Terms i s  fo l lowed by a  number o f  narrower terms, such as "Women-- 

, * E u c a t i o n  n  t u r n  fo l lowed by such s p e c i f i c  terms as "Women--Education-- 
Nonsexis t  counsel ing"  and "Women--Education--Role con f l i c t . ' '  A1 phabet ica l  
s u b j e c t  l i s t s  w i t h  sub-d iv is ions  can i n  f a c t  serve as c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems; 
most o f  us organize our personal f i l e s  i n  t h i s  manner. Nevertheless, more 
t han  t h i s  elementary l e v e l  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  obv ious ly  needed f o r  l a r g e r  
c o l l e c t i o n s .  

As Connie M i l l e r  asser ts ,  " l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  by and about 
women a re  access ib le  o n l y  through the  perceptual  screens, t h a t  i s ,  f i n d i n g  
t o o l s  designed t o  r e f l e c t  male-centered values and perspect ives".  ( 5 )  Desp i te  
a  concen t ra t i on  o f  m a t e r i a l s  about women'in t h e  HQs i n  t he  LC system, bo th  LC 
and Dewey c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  s c a t t e r  m a t e r i a l s  about women from one end o f  t he  
l i b r a r y  t o  the o ther .  This f a c e t  o f  women's knowledge i s  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
t h e  " i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y "  na tu re  o f  women's stuaies. I n  f a c t  t h i s  + 

" i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y "  na tu re  i s  s imply  t he  r e f u s a l  o f  women's m a t e r i a l s  t o  f i t  
w i t h i n  t he  standard ca tegor ies  o f  the  wh i t e  male soc ie ty ,  a  s o c i e t y  t y p i f i e d  
by t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s  among d i s c i p l i n e s  and by bo th  LC and Dewey 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  schemes. ( 6 )  

As long  as women's m a t e r i a l s  a re  bu r i ed  w i t h i n  these wh i t e  male systems 
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o rgan iza t ion ,  on l y  a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  women's m a t e r i a l s  can have 
any idea  o f  what i s  happening i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  women's pub l i sh ing .  These 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems obscure n o t  on l y  how many books a re  being publ ished 
about women, bu t  a l so  the  connect ions between these books. 

Even i n  separate c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  about women, the use o f  LC o r  
Dewey imposes ma1 e-centered perspect ives on the  mater i  a1 s. Women's f i c t i o n ,  
f o r  example, can on l y  s u f f e r  from being d i v i d e d  by t ime per iods and c o u n t r i e s  
as i t  i s  by LC. Women d i d  no t  i n v e n t  these a r t i f i c i a l  boundaries between 
na t i ons  o r  t he  l i n e a r  s t r u c t u r e  imposed on time. I n  add i t i on ,  s e x i s t  
assumptions about women a re  embedded i n t o  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems j u s t  as t hey  



a re  i n  a1 phabet ica l  sub jec t  headings. For example, i n i t i a l l y  t he  Boston 
Women's Hea l th  C o l l e c t i v e  t e x t  Our Bodies, Ourselves was no t  considered 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  enough t o  be g iven c a l l  numbers which would p lace i t  on t h e  
s h e l f  w i t h  o the r  medical books. Only l a t e r  e d i t i o n s  o f  t he  book rece ived  
app rop r i a te  medical c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Thus, even i n  separate c o l l e c t i o n s  on 
women, browsers have t o  f i n d  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  they seek i n  s p i t e  o f  LC o r  Dewey 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

I n  general, browsing seems t o  be an underdeveloped research s t r a t e g y  i n  
U.S. l i b r a r i e s .  Susan Searing, f o r  example, f ea rs  t h a t  having a  separate 
c o l l e c t i o n  on women cou ld  "handicap" s tudents because "...they w i l l  no t  be 
f o r ced  t o  acqu i re  l i b r a r y  s k i l l s  beyond the  knack o f  browsing." ( 7 )  She seems 
t o  be r e f e r r i n g  t o  t he  k ind  o f  aimless browsing which r e l i e s  on chance o r  
synch ron i c i t y .  But browsing can a l s o  be done i n  a  more r a t i o n a l  way and i s  
t h e  reason t h a t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems e x i s t .  I would suggest t h a t  i n  t he  
Un i t ed  States, scho la rs1  contempt f o r  browsing i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  
i m p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  us ing t he  LC c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system f o r  a  consc ious ly  planned 
search f o r  in fo rmat ion .  The Dewey system w i t h  i t s  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
much more conducive f o r  t h i s  k i nd  o f  search. However, i n  most U.S. l i b r a r i e s ,  
n e i t h e r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system seems t o  be used t o  i t s  f u l l e s t  ex ten t  as a  
f i n d i n g  t o o l  . 

1 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  as i t  i s  used abroad -- w i t h  a lphabet ica l  indexes 
r e f e r r i n g  t o  c l ass  numbers f o r  sub jec t s  -- cou ld  be a  powerful a i d  f o r  
research on women. For  example, i n  t he  Sub'ect Index f o r  the  Fawcett L i b r a r y  
( B r i t a i n ' s  major women's a rch ive) ,  t he re  ----IT are more t an a  hundred e n t r i e s  under 
'Abor t ion"  t o  lead  researchers t o  s p e c i f i c  c a l l  numbers f o r  many aspects o f  
t h e  t op i c .  Here i s  a  sampling: 

ABORTION 
-Buddhis t  v iewpoints  
-Ch r i s t i an  v iewpoints  
-personal observat ions-co l  l e c t i o n s  
-ph i losoph ica l  perspect ives \ 

- p r a c t i c a l  i n fo rma t i on  
E t h i c a l  aspects 
Medical aspects-bi  b l i  ographies 
P o l i t i c a l  aspects 
Soc ia l  aspects 

We need a  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system l i k e  t h i s  i n  t h e  Un i ted  States. Such a  
system must avoid t r i v i a l i z a t i o n ,  m i s s i o n ,  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  and 
depersona l i za t ion ,  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  and den ig ra t i on  o f  women and women's issues.  
It must eschew the  s e x i s t  p r a c t i c e  o f  v iewing w h i t e  men as t he  norm. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system would need t o  c o r r e c t  f o r  inadequate 
s u b j e c t  headings. E l l e n  Gay Det le fsen  has i d e n t i f i e d  some o f  t h e  weaknesses 
o f  s tandard sub jec t  access: "For example, t he  term ' a b o r t i o n 1  i s  almost never 
subd iv ided  t o  i n d i c a t e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  use o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  as a  gynecologica l  
i ssue  on t he  one hand, and as a  p o l i t i c a l  i s sue  on t h e  other.  S i m i l a r l y ,  i t  
i s  n o t  subdiv ided t o  i n d i c a t e  a  pro-choice o r  an t i - cho i ce  p o i n t  o f  view, 
l e a v i n g  the user t o  w res t l e  w i t h  techn ica l  l i t e r a t u r e  from OB-GYN journa ls ,  
propaganda from both sides, and a t t i t u d i  na l  scho la rsh ip  encountered almost by 



chance." (8 )  An improved c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system ought  n o t  s i m p l y  m i r r o r  such 
weaknesses, b u t  r a t h e r  compensate f o r  them. 

To be u s e f u l  t o  most l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  .a new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system 
must  employ a  n o t a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  c o u l d  be used a l o n g s i d e  e i t h e r  t h e  LC o r  
Dewey systems. T h i s  would pose a  dilemma o f  what  t o  do w i t h  some books n o t  
w r i t t e n  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  o r  abou t  women b u t  o f  use t o  women, e. g. C r e a t i v e  
V i s u a l i s a t i o n  by S h a k t i  Gawain. Each l i b r a r y  wou ld  have t o  d e c i d e  t o  
p u t  such "gender f r e e "  books. Some would p r o b a b l y  keep these  books i n  LC o r  
Dewey. O the rs  m i g h t  p u t  them w i t h i n  t h e  new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Such a m b i g u i t y  
wou ld  be t h e  p r i c e  p a i d  f o r  change. 

C e r t a i n l y  some w i l l  o b j e c t  t h a t  add ing a  second c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system 
would  be i n c o n v e n i e n t ,  f o r  c a t a l o g e r  and l i b r a r y  u s e r  a l i k e .  However, t h i s  i s  
h a r d l y  a  v a l i d  reason f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  male-dominated,  s e x i s t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
systems. I n  many l i b r a r i e s ,  government documents and l o c a l  h i  s t o r y  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a l r e a d y  have t h e i r  own c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems. Designed w i t h  no 
t h o u g h t  o f  LC o r  Dewey c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e s e  systems s t a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  s e p a r a t e  
i n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  They a r e  o f t e n  i n c o n v e n i e n t ,  b u t  l i b r a r y  s t a f f  and use rs  
a c c e p t  them. 

A A  woman's c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h o u g h t f u l l y  des igned 
as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  LC and Dewey, shou ld  n o t  be j u s t  a n o t h e r  band-aid 
s o l u t i o n ;  i t  s h o u l d  be a  cha l  l e n g e  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  systems t o  change f o r  t h e  
b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  users.  Not w i t h o u t  such r a d i c a l  change can American 1  i b r a r i e s  
b e g i n  t o  s e r v e  women as w e l l  as t h e y  now se rve  men. 

-- Nancy Humphreys 

Response 

Nancy Humphreys' i n s i g h t s  on 1  i b r a r y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  p a r a l l e l  t h e  e v o l v i n g  
f e m i n i s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  " p o l i t i c s  o f  knowledge." C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  schemes - -  
whe the r  Dewey, LC, o r  homemade - -  i n e v i t a b l y  $ . e f l e c t  an u n d e r l y i n g  l o g i c  and . 
s e t  o f  va lues.  I n  d i v i d i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  human knowledge i n t o  u n i t s  and 
s u b - u n i t s  o f  a  grand o u t l i n e ,  no c a l l  number system can escape t h e  bounds o f  
i d e o l o g y .  

As Humphreys p o i n t s  out ,  l i b r a r i a n s  and women's s t u d i e s  s c h o l a r s  have 
made n o t i c e a b l e  p rog ress  i n  r e d r e s s i n g  t h e  problems o f  s u b j e c t  t e r m i n o l o g y  b u t  
have y e t  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  t h o r n i e r  t h i c k e t s  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  We must  ask why 
t h i s  i s  so, why we r e s i s t  change on t h i s  f r o n t  so o b s t i n a t e l y .  The p r a c t i c a l  
1  i b r a r i a n  w i l l  respond a t  once t h a t  t r a n s f o r m i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems c o u l d  
p rove  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  c o s t l y .  Suppose a  l i b r a r y  wished t o  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  i t s  
many books on women, now s c a t t e r e d ,  as  Humphreys a p t l y  p u t s  it, " f r o m  one end 
o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  t h e  o the r . "  F i r s t  come t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t a s k s  o f  
i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  and a s s i g n i n g  new c a l l  numbers. The manual t a s k  
o f  r e l a b e l i n g  t h e  books f o l l o w s .  Then someone must s h i f t  m a t e r i a l s  t o  make 
room on t h e  shelves. ( I n  s t a c k s  as crowded as t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  i n  w h i c h  I work, 
t h i s  p r o s p e c t  a lone  c o u l d  send t h e  p l a n  t o  t h e  wastebasket.) D i r e c t i o n a l  
s i g n s  and u s e r  gu ides  must  be updated t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  new l o c a t i o n s ,  and a l l  



records i n  t h e  card and/or o n l i n e  ca ta log  must be changed. The number o f  
s t a f f  hours devoted t o  such a  p r o j e c t  would be enormous, and the  impact f a r  
greater  than mere "inconvenience." One might e a s i l y  argue t h a t  t h e  t ime cou ld  
be b e t t e r  spent acqu i r i ng  new women's mater la ls ,  comp i l i  ng b i  b l  iograph ies  f o r  
women's s tud ies  courses, o r  otherwise improving access w i t h i n  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  
framework o f  l i b r a r y  organizat ion.  A l e s s  d r a s t i c  a1 t e r n a t i v e  would be t o  
superimpose a  new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system on t h e  o ld,  making sure  t o  i n fo rm 
researchers t h a t  on ly  ma te r i a l s  acqui red a f t e r  a  c e r t a i n  da te  can be accessed 
through the new system. 

Another p ragmat is t  opposed t o  change migh t  s t ress  the  value o f  
s tandard iza t ion .  A l i b r a r y  user f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  LC system a t  her own 
i n s t i  t u t i o n ,  f o r  example, fee ls  a t  home i n  another u n i v e r s i t y  li brary. 
Moreover, t he  cos t  and l abo r  o f  ca ta log ing  i s  g r e a t l y  reduced when l i b r a r i e s  
share the same c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system, s ince  they may draw on each o the r ' s  work 
and 1  i m i t  the amount o f  in-house " o r i g i n a l  ca ta log ing  .'I Unless a l l  11 b r a r i e s  
adopt a  new c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  simultaneously,  scholars and l i b r a r i a n s  m igh t  both 
be disadvantaged. 

An a d d i t i o n a l  considerat ion,  however, i s  a  general s h i f t  i n  how 
1 i bra r ians  expect users t o  access mater ia ls .  As Humphreys po in ts  out ,  

, browsing has become devalued as a  research s t ra tegy .  I n  t he  era  o f  
computerized catalogs, li brary  s t a f f  i nc reas ing l y  l ook  t o  keyword access as 
t h e  answer t o  i n fo rma t i on  needs, The researcher can now "browse" through 
records on l ine ,  r a t h e r  than f l i p p i n g  through books on the  she l f .  However, t h e  
cu rso ry  data i n  a  t y p i c a l  ca ta log  record ha rd l y  subs t i t u tes  f o r  a  quick skim 
o f  a  book's t a b l e  o f  contents,  index, i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  l i s t  o f  
c o n t r i b u t o r s .  U n t i l  l i b r a r y  records are enriched w i t h  f u l l e r  in fo rmat ion ,  
on1 i n e  "browsing" cannot equal t he  experience o f  exp lo r i ng  t h e  stacks. The 
inadequacies o f  e x i s t i n g  ca ta log ing  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  p rac t i ces  perpetuate 
themselves i n  new technologies. 

What Humphreys has g iven us i s  a  v is ion .  Before we d ismiss i t  as 
i m p r a c t i c a l ,  we should consider  whe the r - i t s  utopian,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  goals a re  
indeed ours. I f  we f i n d  ourselves agreeing h i t h  Humphreys t h a t  " t he  s e x i s t  . 
p r a c t i c e  o f  v iewing wh i te  men as the  norm" f a i l s  t o  meet the needs o f  women 
l i b r a r y  users, we must j o i n  her i n  imagining a  genuinely women-friendly 
l i b r a r y .  From t h a t  shared image, we can begin t o  p lan f o r  t he  hard work and 
cos t1  y  changes requ i  red. 

--,Susan Searing 
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2 The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Waterloo L i b r a r y  i n  Canada, f o r  example. See Suzanne 
H i  ldenbrand, ed., Women's Co l lec t ions :  L ib ra r i es ,  Archives, and Consciousness, 
(New York: Haworth Press, 1986). p.134. 
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4  M i l s ted ,  11.63. 
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[S ince 1985, Nancy Humphreys (MA, Engl ish; MS, Economics; MLS) has been the  
Coord inator  o f  the  Women's Resource Center L i b r a r y  a t  UC, Berkeley. She i s  
a1 so a  free1 ance indexer. Her research i n t e r e s t s  inc lude t h e  access ib i l  i t y  o f  
in fo rmat ion ,  and she i s  c u r r e n t l y  working on an h i s t o r i c a l  study o f  women's 
magazines. Susan Searing i s  the  co-ed i to r  o f  Feminist  Co l l ec t i ons  and t h e  
Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n  f o r  t h e  UW System.] 

E l i zabe th  El lsworth,  who r e g u l a r l y  con t r i bq tes  t o  t he  "Feminis t  Visions' '  
column on f e m i n i s t  nonp r in t  media, i s  t a k i n g  a  break t h i s  issue. Her column 

* 

w i l l  again appear i n  the Winter 1988 i ssue  o f  - FC. 

N W  RCFCRCNCC WORKS IN 
UK3mCN'S STUMES 

Bass, Dorothy C., and Sandra Hughes Boyd. Women i n  k e r i c a n  Re l i g i ous  
H i s t o r y :  An Annotated B ib l iography  and Guide t o  Sources. Boston: G.K. Hal 1, 
1986. 155p. index. $30.00, ISBN 0-8161-8151-9. LC 86-22397. 

Bass (a  d i s t i ngu i shed  professor  o f  church h i s t o r y )  and Boyd (a  seminary 
1  i b r a r i a n )  have teamed up t o  record the  cu r ren t  s t a t e  o f  scho la rsh ip  a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  American women's h i s t o r y  and the  h i s t o r y  o f  American 
r e l i g i o n s ,  and thus t o  pave the  way f o r  f u t u r e  research. 

The opening chapter  o f  t h e i r  work h i g h l i g h t s  key h i s t o r i c a l  s tud ies  and 



present-day f e m i n i s t  w r i t i n g s  on re1 ig ion .  The r e s t  o f  t h e  568 e n t r i e s  a re  
arranged by denmi  n a t i  on and t o p i c  w l  t h i n  chapters devoted t o  Protestant ism, 
Cathol i c ism,  Judaism, Afro-American re1  i g i o n ,  Nat ive American re1  i g i ons ,  and 
"Utopian, Communitarian, M i l l ena r i an ,  and Other A l t e r n a t i v e  Re l ig ious  
Movements." The sources c i t e d  i n c l  ude books, j ou rna l  a r t i c l e s ,  and s e l e c t i o n s  
from anthologies.  While a few pr imary m a t e r i a l s  a re  descr ibed, t he  emphasis 
l i e s  on secondary works appearing through 1985. Bass and Boyd prov ide  an 
index t o  proper names bu t  n o t  t o  subjects.  

The c l a r i t y  of the annotat ions and numerous cross-references a t t e s t  t o  
t h e  authors '  thorough knowledge o f  the f i e l d .  The s l i g h t l y  unorthodox format  -- combining " the fea tures  o f  severa l  re ference genres, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
annotated b ib l iography ,  t he  b i  b l i o g r a p h i c a l  essay, and the  research manual" 
( p . x i i i )  -- fo l lows from the  nature o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i t s e l f  and w i l l  reward 
t h e  a t t e n t i v e  scholar .  O f  specia l  i n t e r e s t  a r e  the sub-sect ions headed "For 
Fu r the r  Information," which occur throughout t h e  volume and p o i n t  t o  

pr imary background readings, co re  per1 od ica ls  , b i  b l  iographies,  and landmark 
sources. Some o f  t h e  chapters c a r r y  l i s t s  o f  works about prominent 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  These inc lude women w r i t e r s  and reformers who were i n  
s t r o n g l y  by r e l i g i o n ,  as we l l  as female r e l i g i o u s  leaders. 

f l  uenced 

A Because the  r o l e  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  American women's l i v e s  inc reas  
engages the a t t e n t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i a n s ,  and because organized r e l i g i o n  
feminism have a dynamic ( i f  o f t e n  s t ra ined )  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  our own 
b ib l i og raphy  should spark i n t e r e s t  i n  several  academic quar ters.  

i n g l y  
and 
day, t h i  s  

Brewer, Joan Scherer. Sex and t h e  Modern Jewish Woman: An Annotated 
B i b l i o  r a  h . With Essays by Lynn Davidman and Evelyn Avery. Fresh Meadows, d l o  ress, 1986. 3711. + 8811. pap., $9.25; ISBN 0-930395-018. LC 86- 

T h i s  unique b ib l i og raphy  s igna l s  the emergence o f  a  spec ia l i zed  area o f  
i n q u i r y  w i t h i n  Jewish women's s tudies,  and thus supplements t he  second e d i t i o n  
o f  Cantor 's  pioneer1 ng re fe rence guide (see bd l  ow). . 

Lynn Davidman's scho la r l y  essay provides an overview o f  sexual issues f o r  
t oday ' s  Jewish women, and Evelyn M. Avery w r i t e s  on "Sex and the  Jewish Woman 
i n  20 th  Century F ic t ion . "  Davidman underscores the  need f o r  t h i s  pathbreaking 
b ib l i og raphy ,  remi ndi ng the  reader t h a t  "most s tud ies  about Jews, and even 
about Jewish women, have been w r i t t e n  by men. I n  recent  works and s tud ies  o f  
Jews, s e x u a l i t y  has been avoided as a t o p i c  o f  i nqu i r y .  Wanen have been seen 
most ly  i n  t he  contex t  o f  ' fami ly , '  and t rends such as singlehood, 
ch i ld lessness ,  d ivorce,  in te rmar r iage ,  and dual career  marr iages have been o f  
most concern" (p.2). 

I n  a handy t o p i c a l  format, t he  b ib l i og raphy  tack les  issues ranging from 
stereotypes o f  Jewish female s e x u a l i t y  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  views i n  r e l i g i o u s  
law, t o  homosexuality, sex ou ts ide  marriage, and sexual dysfunct ion. A number 
o f  re ferences focus on s e x u a l i t y  i n  Orthodox Judaism, and on the r i t u a l s  o f  
niddah (abs ten t i on  from sex a f t e r  menstruat ion)  and m i  kveh ( t h e  p u r l  f y i  ng 
bath). The scope i s  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  cover ing b o o k s , t i c l e s ,  and book 



rev iews from 1960 through 1985. Lengthy annota t ions  f r equen t l y  quote from 
rev iews o r  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  t ex t s .  

Fol  low1 ng the  main b ib l i og raphy ,  Brewer provides a  d i r e c t o r y  o f  sources 
f o r  f u r t h e r  i n fo rma t i on  and an author  index. There i s  a l s o  a  th i r teen-page 
b ib l i og raphy ,  l a r g e l y  unannotated, whose re1 a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  main body o f  t h e  
work i s  unc lear ,  and y e t  another page o f  "supplementary c i ta t ions . I1  

Cantor, Aviva. The Jewish Woman, 1900-1985: A B ib l iography.  Wi th a d d i t i o n a l  
c i t a t i o n s  by Ora Hamelsdorf. Fresh Meadows, NY: B i b l i o  Press, 1987. 1 9 3 ~ .  
index. pap-., $9.25, ISBN 0-930395-04-2. LC 87-6627. (Address: P.O. ~ o x . 2 2 ,  
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365) 

Since i t s  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  i n  1979, Cantor 's  b i b l i og raphy  has been the  bes t  
source f o r  re ferences on t he  experiences o f  Jewish women and the  w r i t i n g s  o f  
f e m i n i s t  Jews. B i b l i o  Press has demonstrated a  canmitment t o  updat ing t h i s  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  and i s s u i n g  o the r  s p e c i a l i z e d  t i t l e s  (see above). While I am 
g r a t e f u l  t h a t  such resources e x i s t  a t  a l l ,  I must admi t  disappointment i n  t he  
confus ing o rgan i za t i on  o f  t h i s  l a t e s t  e d i t i o n .  "Par t  I" reproduces t h e  1979 

, l i s t i n g ,  fo l lowed by e i g h t  pages o f  c o r r e c t i o n s  and add i t ions .  "Pa r t  I 1  ," 
l a b e l l e d  "Second Edi t ion,"  adds new c i t a t i o n s  cover ing  1980 t o  1985 and 
employs t he  same top ica l /geograph ica l  format. The "1986 Supplement ," which 
f o l l o w s ,  i s  s imply d i v i d e d  i n t o  books and p e r i o d i c a l  a r t i c l e s .  How much 
b e t t e r  t o  have a  u n i f i e d  b ib1  iography, i nco rpo ra t i ng  c o r r e c t i o n s  and addenda, 
and i n c l u d i n g  a l l  references th rough 1986 under t h e  appropr ia te  headings. 

Desp i te  i t s  o rgan i za t i ona l  f laws, t h e  b ib l i og raphy  has many s t rong  
points .  Cantor 's  op in ionated i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  a  r e f r e s h i n g  sw i t ch  from the  d r y  
openings t y p i c a l  o f  s c h o l a r l y  re ference works. It r e f l e c t s  upon the  
c e n t r a l i t y  o f  t he  w r i t t e n  word t o  Jewish feminism, t r aces  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  
Jewish thought o n  women's issues, and ' i d e n t i f i e s  gaps i n  recent  scholarsh ip.  
The b i  b l  iography covers Jewish women i n  Nor th America, I s r a e l ,  and o t h e r  
coun t r i es ;  women i n  the  Holocaust and res is tance ;  and poet ry  and f i c t i o n  as .. 
w e l l  as s c h o l a r l y  s tud ies  and popular works. Books, chapters,  and j ou rna l  
a r t i c l e s  predominate, b u t  there  are a l s o  sec t ions  devoted t o  spec ia l  issues o f  
p e r i o d i c a l s ,  pamphlets and d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  and unpubl ished papers. Cantor 
i d e n t i f i e s  over 4,000 i terns, p rov id ing  shor t ,  eva lua t i ve  annotat ions f o r  most. 
She even supp l ies  a  l i s t  o f  addresses f o r  j o u r n a l s  and pub1 ishers .  Any 
l i b r a r y  o r  women's reading room committed t o  represent ing  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  
female experience (as a l l  should be!) needs t o  own t h i s  essen t i a l  re fe rence  
t o o l .  

Changing Role o f  Women i n  Society :  A Documentation o f  Cur ren t  Research: 
Research P r o j e c t s  i n  Progress, 1981 - 1983. Ed . by Werner R ich te r ,  Huberta 
Rogeweg-de Haart, and L i p a r i t  Kiuzadjan. Ber l  i n :  Akademie-Verlag, 1985. 

Descr ib ing  c u r r e n t  research p r o j e c t s  i n  twenty European count r ies ,  t h i s  
h e f t y  guide i s  t h i r d  i n  a  s e r i e s  sponsored by t h e  European Cooperation i n  
Soc ia l  Science I n f o r m a t i o n  and Documentation Programme. ( E a r l  i e r  i n v e n t o r i e s  



d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  m ig ran t  workers and e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s ,  
and w i t h  t h e  impact o f  techno logy  on soc ie ty . )  

F i ve  hundred s i x t y  p r o j e c t s  a r e  p r o f i l e d .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov ided  f o r  
each i nc l udes  i n s t i  t u t i o n a l  address, names o f  researchers,  t h e  d l  s c i  p l i  nes and 
methods appl  led,  fund ing  sources, du ra t i on ,  and re fe rences  t o  pub l i shed  and 
unpub l i shed  papers. Most e n t r i e s  i n c l u d e  a s h o r t  abs t r ac t ,  and a r e  arranged 
by n i ne teen  sub jec t s  (such as l l h i s t o r i c a l  studies,"  "age groups and l i f e  
cycles,"  " t he  female persona l i t y , "  and " f a m i l y  and reproduc t ion" ) ,  then sub- 
d i v i d e d  w i t h i n  sub jec t s  by na t i on .  Most o f  t h e  da ta  i n  t h e  e n t r i e s  appear i n  
Engl ish.  Indexes pe rm i t  access by name, sub jec t ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n :  

The compi le rs  p l an  t o  i s s u e  p e r i o d i c  updates, because t h e  d i r e c t o r y  i s  
m e r e l y  "a snapshot i n  t he  development o f  research  on women" (p.vi I). Granted 
t h i s ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  twe lve  n a t i o n a l  r e p o r t s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
va luab le .  The opening essay surveys women's research  by coun t r y  and reg ion,  
then l o o k s  c l o s e l y  a t  two key "complexes" -- women and labor ,  and t h e  f a m i l y  
and r e p r o d u c t i o n  -- and f i n a l l y  p i n p o i n t s  o t h e r  emerging research  f o c i .  The 
conc lud ing  r e p o r t s  o f f e r  b r i e f  overv iews o f  women's s t u d i e s  i n  Belgium, 
B u l g a r i a ,  Czechoslovakia, Denmark, F in land,  bo th  Germanies, Hungary, Norway, 
Spain, Sweden, and t h e  USSR. 

1 

Clark ,  J u d i t h  Freeman. Almanac o f  American Women i n  t he  2 0 t h  Century. New 
York: P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  1987. 274p. index.  $24 . ,  95 ISBN 0 -13-022658-0 ; pap. 
$15.95 , ISBN 0-13-022641-6. LC 86-43172. 

My d i c t i o n a r y  de f i nes  "almanac" as "a u s u a l l y  annual pub1 i c a t i  on 
c o n t a i n i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l ,  t abu la r ;  and general  In fo rmat ion . "  The work a t  hand 
i s  perhaps b e t t e r  l a b e l  l e d  a "chronology ,It a1 though i t  a1 so o f f e r s  n e a r l y  
e i g h t y  b i og raph i ca l  sketches, f ou r t een  s h o r t  essays, and photographs. 

To p a i n t  a p i c t u r e  o f  women's accomplishments i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  s i nce  
1900, C la rk  has se lec ted  a m i sce l l any  o f  f a c t s  from every  sphere o f  female . 
experience. Impor tan t  h i s t o r i c a l  events a r e  w e l l  represented, b u t  so a r e  
Academy Awards, record -b reak ing  a t h l e t i c  performances, and a wide range o f  
" f i  r s t s "  f o r  women. These f a c t s  appear ch rono log i ca l  ly,  wi t h  summary 
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  f o r  each decade. Each e n t r y  i s  assigned a t o p i c a l  heading -- 
e.g., educat ion,  l abor ,  p o l i t i c s ,  popular  c u l t u r e  -- and exac t  dates accompany 
many o f  t h e  f ac t s .  S ince t h e  almanac l a c k s  a sub jec t  index, scanning t he  
b o l d f a c e  headings i s  t h e  o n l y  way t o  c h a r t  t r ends  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d s .  

I n t e r s p e r s e d  among t h e  e n t r i e s  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  dates a r e  page-long 
b i o g r a p h i c a l  sketches o f  women from a l l  walks o f  l i f e .  C la r k  i s  c a r e f u l  t o  
i n c l u d e  women from t h e  f u l l  p o l l  t i c a l  and s o c i a l  spectrum -- communist and 
l a b o r  o rgan i ze r  E l i z a b e t h  Gur ley  Flynn, a u t h o r  Pear l  Buck, cosmet ics  
en t repreneur  Mary Kay Ash, f e m i n i s t  Sonia Johnson, conserva t i ve  a c t i v i s t  
P h y l l  i s  S c h l a f l y ,  as t r onau t  S a l l y  Ride and seventy  o thers .  These sketches, 
however, a r e  l o c a t a b l e  o n l y  through t h e  general name index t o  t h e  e n t i r e  
volume, making t h e  almanac unwie ldy as a b i og raph i ca l  r e f e rence  t o o l .  
Four teen s h o r t  essays cover t o p i c s  ranging from t h e  se t t lement  house movement 



t o  women i n  t he  Olympic Games, b u t  t h e r e  i s  no way t o  d iscover  these except by 
skimming the  volume. 

Clark obv ious ly  researched American women's h i s t o r y  ene rge t i ca l l y ,  bu t  
she o f f e r s  no footnotes t o  subs tan t i a te  her f ac t s ,  nor b ib l i og raph ies  t o  p o i n t  
t o  background works on the  events and p e r s o n a l i t i e s  so b r i e f l y  mentioned. So, 
w h i l e  t he  almanac i s  fun  t o  browse and may f i n d  some use i n  a  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
where sources such as Famous F i r s t  Facts a r e  popular, i t ' s  o f  l i t t l e  value t o  
academic 1  i bra ry  users. 

Davis, Lenwood G. The Black Family i n  t h e  Uni ted States:  ARevised, Updated, 
S e l e c t i v e l y  Annotated B i  b l  iographx. New York: Greenwood, 1986. 234p. index. 
$39.95, ISBN 0-313-25237-8. LC 86-9926. 

Davis, an h i s t o r i a n  and p r o l i f i c  compi ler  o f  b i  b l i og raph ies  on Black 
top i cs ,  has rev ised  h i s  e a r l i e r  work o f  t he  same t i t l e  (Greenwood, 1978). 
n e a r l y  doubl ing t h e  number o f  c i t a t i o n s .  Current  through 1985, t h e  
b ib l i og raphy  covers several  new t o p i c s  (adopt ion, i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  and aging, f o r  
example), w h i l e  r e p l i c a t i n g  the  format o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ed i t ion .  The f i r s t  
s e c t i o n  c i t e s  162 "Major Books"; t h e  second descr ibes many more "General 

' Books" under eighteen t o p i c a l  headings. Davis g ives  no c lue  t o  h i s  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  separa t ing  the  "major" t i t l e s  from t h e  r e s t .  Sect ions devoted t o  a r t i c l e s  
( w i t h  t h i r t y - f o u r  t o p i c a l  sub-sect ions) and d i s s e r t a t i o n s  ( w i t h  twenty-seven 
t o p i c s )  fo l low,  w i t h  a  concluding index t o  authors. Some t o p i c s  a re  repeated 
i n  each s e c t i o n  (e.g., s lavery,  education, occupat ions) w h i l e  others (e.g., 
post-Reconstruct ion, s t ress ,  m i l i t a r y  f a m i l i e s )  appear on ly  under one format, 
as the l i t e r a t u r e  i t s e l f  d i c ta tes .  

Dav is 's  annotat ions vary from s i n g l e  sentences t o  long, o b j e c t i v e  
abs t rac t s  w i t h  quotat ions from the  works; The f i r s t  e d i t i o n ' s  eva lua t i ve  
comments -- r e p e t i t i o u s  phrases such .as "good fac tua l  study" o r  "exce l l en t  
a n a l y t i c a l  study" -- have been dropped from the  second e d i t i o n ,  a t  no g rea t  
loss .  \ . 

Doughan, David, and Denise Sanchez. Femi n i s t  Per iod ica ls ,  1855-1984: An 
Annotated C r i t i c a l  B ib l iography  o f  B r i t i s h ,  I r i s h ,  Commonwealth and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T i t l e s .  Br ighton,  England: Harvester, 1987. 316p. 45.00 
pounds, ISBN 0  - 7108 -0992-1. 

I n  1982 James P. Danky and h i s  col leagues completed Women's Pe r iod i ca l s  
and Newspapers from t h e  18 th  Century t o  1981, a  b ib l iography  based on t h e  
ho ld ings  o f  Madison-area 1 i brar ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  renowned c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  o f  Wisconsin. Although some fo re ign  t i t l e s  appear, 
American p e r i o d i c a l s  predominate i n  Danky's guide. Now David Doughan and 
Denise Sanchez have scoured London-area 1  i b r a r i e s  t o  c r e a t e  a  s i m i l  a r  guide t o  
B r i t i s h ,  I r i s h ,  Commonwealth, and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pe r i od i ca l s ,  thus extending 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c o n t r o l  o f  women's pe r i od i ca l s  t o  both sides o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  

Whereas Danky's volume c i t e d  everyth ing from e a r l y  su f f rage  newspapers t o  
The Lady Bowler, Doughan and Sanchez have l i m i  t e d  themselves p r i m a r i l y  t o  



f e m i n i s t  t i t l e s .  Thei r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "feminism" i s  a  broad one, however. 
They inc lude,  f o r  exampl e, n ineteenth-century papers campaigning f o r  t he  
repeal  o f  t he  Contagious Diseases Acts - -  a  movement t h a t  u n i t e d  middle-c lass 
women and p r o s t i t u t e s  i n  common cause. A f t e r  1960, t he  compi lers  a re  more 
se lec t i ve ,  bu t  s t i l l  i nc lude  e x p l i c i t l y  an t i - f em in i  s t  pe r i od i ca l s ,  along w i t h  
t i t l e s  t h a t  sound femin is t ,  bu t  aren ' t .  Annotat ions reveal t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s l a n t  o f  t he  ma te r i a l s  and supply b r i e f  desc r i  p t i ons  o f  content,  audience, and 
purpose. 

B i b l i o g r a p h i c  data inc ludes  v a r i a n t  t i t l e s ,  dates o f  pub l i ca t i on ,  
e d i t o r s ,  publ ishers,  frequency, t h e  h i  s t o r y  o f  c o n t i  nuat ions and mergers, 
l o c a t i o n s  i n  London l i b r a r i e s ,  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  i n  microform. The 920 e n t r i e s  
a re  arranged chronol og i ca l  l y ,  w i t h  indexes t o  personal names and t i t l e s ,  
sub jec ts ,  and years o f  pub l i ca t i on .  Extensive cross-references w i t h i n  t h e  
annota t ions  he lp  researchers t r a c e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t i t l e  var ian ts ,  changing 
e d i t o r s ,  and s p l i t s  i n  pub l i  shing c o l l e c t i v e s ,  and d i s t i n g u i s h  among 
p e r i o d i c a l s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  t i t l e s .  

Coverage i s  except ional  l y  thorough. Many l o c a l  news le t te rs  and 
assoc ia t i on  organs are represented, i n c l u d i n g  mimeographed p e r i o d i c a l s  t h a t  

A d i e d  a f t e r  a  s i n g l e  issue. E s p e c i a l l y  welcome are  the  references t o  m a t e r i a l s  
i n  Eng l i sh  from Canada, Ind ia,  and o the r  Commonwealth nat ions.  

For  scholars i n tend ing  t o  v i s i t  t h e  London area, t h i s  guide i s  an 
unequal led a i d  f o r  l o c a t i n g  cu r ren t  and h i s t o r i c a l  f i l e s  o f  f e m i n i s t  
p e r i o d i c a l s  and newspapers. Because microform a v a i l a b i l i t y  i s  noted f o r  many 
t i t l e s ,  s ta tes ide  researchers w i l l  be ab le  t o  o b t a i n  many o f  t he  sources 
w i t h o u t  a  t r i p  abroad. I n  short ;  Feminist  Per iod ica ls ,  1855-1984 stands as an 
impor tan t  a d d i t i o n  t o  the reference 1  i t e r a t u r e  o f  women's s tudies.  

Hammer, E l i o t  R; Pay Inequ i ty :  A ~ " ' i d e  t o  Research on Social  In f luences.  New 
York: Garland, 1986. 252p. $48.00, ISBN 0-8e40-9919-2. LC 86-19540. 
( P u b l i c  a f f a i r s  and admin is t ra t ion ,  v. 16). 

Here we have a  work o f  advanced b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  scholarship,  o f  1  i m i t e d  
use t o  undergraduates o r  general readers, bu t  poss ib l y  inva luab le  t o  t h e  
narrow audience toward which i t ' s  d i rec ted .  Hammer seeks t o  explore t h e  
" s o c i a l  meaning" o f  compensation and t h e  " soc ia l  f ac to rs  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
ac tua l  and/or perceived i n e q u i t y " ;  t o  t h a t  end, he examines i n  depth "research 
and theo ry  on pay publ ished p r i m a r i l y  i n  soc io log i ca l  forums" i n  t he  l a s t  
f i f t e e n  years (p.xv). Seventy- f ive a r t i c l e s  a re  t r e a t e d  w i t h  a  thoroughness 
r a r e l y  found i n  reference works. Hammer's c r i t i c a l  annotat ions run  from two 
t o  s i x  pages, w i t h  copious footnotes and cross-references t o  r e l a t e d  works. 

The o rgan i za t i on  o f  e n t r i e s  i s  as fo l lows:  bas ic  concepts ( s i x  key 
a r t i c l e s ) ;  extended development and/or t e s t i n g  o f  basic concepts (seven 
a r t i c l e s )  ; economic segregat ion (n ineteen a r t i c l e s )  ; s p e c i f i c  s tud ies  on race 
and/or sex e f f e c t s  ( t he  l onges t  sec t ion ,  w i t h  t h i r t y - f i v e  a r t i c l e s )  ; and "pay 
i n e q u i t y  po tpou r r i "  ( e i g h t  a r t i c l e s  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  top ics ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 
e f f e c t  o f  unions on pay d i f f e r e n t i a l s ) .  W i th in  sect ions, c i t a t i o n s  a re  
arranged a1 phabe t i ca l l  y  by author, bu t  Hammer prov ides chronologica l  and/or 



sub jec t  "keys" t o  the longer sections. The volume concludes w i t h  an author 
index and a "resource guide" t h a t  covers major l e g i s l a t i o n  and cour t  cases, 
and l i s t s  f i f t y  organizat ions w i t h  stakes i n  the issue o f  pay equity. 

Hine, Darlene Clark, Pat r ick  Kay Bidelman, and Sh i r l ey  M. Herd. The Black 
Women i n  the Middle West Pro jec t :  A Comprehensive Resource Guide: I l l i n o i s  and 
Ind iana:  H i s t o r i c a l  Essays, Oral H is tor ies ,  Biographical P ro f i l es ,  and 
Document Col lect ions. Ind ianapo l is  : Indiana H i s t o r i c a l  Bureau, 1986. 238p. 
b i b l .  index. pap., $5.00. (Address: Indiana H i s t o r i c a l  Bureau, 140 North 
Senate Avenue, Room 408, Indianapol is,  I N  46204.) 

Two years ago i n  the pages o f  FC, we described the Black Women i n  the 
Middle West Project .  (1) O r i g i n a l l y  planned t o  encompass f i v e  states,  
i n c l  udi ng Wisconsin, the p ro jec t  was r e s t r i c t e d  by funding 1 i m i  t a t i o n s  t o  
I 1  1 i n o i s  and Indiana. Hundreds o f  members o f  Black communities, h is tor ians ,  
and a r c h i v i s t s  cooperated t o  unearth and preserve primary sources f o r  Black 
women's h i  s tory  i n  the two states. As one o f  the p r o j e c t ' s  coordinators 
declared, " I f  you want the h i s t o r y  o f  a whi te man, you go t o  the l i b r a r y .  I f  
you want the h i s t o r y  o f  black women, you go t o  the a t t i c s ,  the c losets,  and 
, the  basements" (p.1). The hunt turned up unique photographs, w r i t t e n  

documents, and a r t i f a c t s ,  now deposited a t  h i s t o r i c a l  soc ie t ies  and 1 i brar ies.  

The p r o j e c t ' s  h i s t o r y  i s  exhaustively narrated by Hine and Bidelman i n  
t h e i r  in t roduct ion ,  which should be required reading f o r  anyone contemplating 
a major co l l abora t i ve  a c t i v i t y  dependent on outside funding and a network o f  
volunteers. I n  addi t ion,  the "Co l lec tor 's  Manual ," prepared f o r  the  
volunteers and reproduced i n  an appendix, could be a model f o r  smal l e r -sca le  
a rch iva l  pro jects.  

The guide presents a v a r i e t y  o f  information. Chapter 1 o f f e r s  two 
addresses by p ro jec t  pa r t i c ipan ts  on the s ign i f i cance  o f  Black women's 
h i s t o r y ,  and Chapter 2 presents th ree oral -h is tor ies.  The next two chapters - - the meat o f  the volume -- describe co l l ec t i ons  gathered and preserved . 
through the  p ro jec t ' s  e f f o r t s .  Chapter 5 provides biographical p r o f i l e s  o f  
p r o j e c t  par t ic ipants .  F i n a l l y  , despi te the poor qua1 i t y  o f  reproduction, 
photographs and documents i n  a thirteen-page "epilogue" g ive some sense o f  the 
c o l l e c t i o n s '  contents. 

Th is  guide w i l l  be essent ia l  f o r  h i s to r ians  researching Black women i n  
I l l i n o i s  and Indiana, and may i n s p i r e  those i n  other s ta tes  t o  canvas t h e j r  
own communities f o r  "1 ost"  documentary sources. 

Hirshberg, Lise. Wmen, War, and Peace: A Selected Bibl iography and 
Fflmo r a  h . New Brunswick, NJ: I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Research on Women, Douglass & 986. 51p. pap., $5.00. (Address: I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Research on Women, 
Douglass Co1 lege, New Brunswick, NJ 08903) 

This p a r t i a l  1 y-annotated bi  b l  iography char ts  Anerican women's involvement 
i n  wars and organized peace movements, and examines the impact o f  war on t h e i r  
1 ives. References are d iv ided among t h i r t e e n  chapters, the f i r s t  n ine o f  



which are  organized ch rono log i ca l l y  from t h e  Revolut ionary War t o  t h e  present. 
The remaining chapters t r e a t  works on "Gender Roles, Feminism, and the  
Philosophy o f  Peace and War," f i c t i o n  ( w i t h  twenty e n t r i e s  on l y ) ,  a r ch i va l  
sources (a h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e  l i s t ) ,  and peace organizat ions.  

A separate f i lmography i s  d i v i ded  i n t o  broad sub jec ts  -- war, peace, and 
"disarmament and the  nuclear  age" -- and i s  fo l lowed by a l i s t  o f  
o rgan iza t ions  and cata logs.  Most o f  t he  f i l m s  are  o f  a  more general nature, 
n o t  focused s o l e l y  on women. 

The theme o f  war and peace i s  t i m e l y  and provocat ive, f o r  wh i le  some 
f e m i n i s t s  a g i t a t e  t o  expand women's op t ions  i n  the m i l i t a r y ,  o thers  c la im  a 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  female stake i n  working f o r  wor ld  peace. Th i s  b ib l i og raphy  
should t h e r e f o r e  have wide appeal t o  undergraduates and o the r  researchers, and 
prove a godsend t o  t he  reference l i b r a r i a n  handl ing term paper questions. 

4 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ca l i f o rn ia ,  San Franclsco, 1986. - 1 2 0 ~ .  pap., $7.00: 

S y l l a b i  Set on Women, Heal th  and Heal ing: Fourteen Courses. Comp. by Sheryl 
Ruzek, V i r g i n i a  Olesen, and Adele Clarke. San Francisco: komen, Heal th  and 
Heal i n g  Program, Un ivers i  ty  o f  Cal i forn ia,  San Francisco, 1986. 188p. pap., 
$10.00. (Address: Women, Heal th  and Hea l ing  Program, Dept. o f  Socia l  and 
Behavioral  Sciences N-631-Y, San Francisco, CA 94143) 

These two guides, from the'renowned UC-San Franclsco Women, Heal th  and 
Hea l ing  Program, o f f e r  a  weal th  o f  c u r r e n t  b i  b l  i ographic informa t i on .  The 
se lec ted  b i  b l  iography on the h e a l t h  o f  m i n o r i t y  women begins by 1 i s t 1  ng 
general  re fe rence works on women o f .  c o l o r  and works comparing m i n o r i t y  groups. 
Sect ions devoted t o  Afro-American, Asian- American, La t i na  American, and Nat ive  
American women fo l low.  The references i n  each sec t i on  are  grouped i n  sub jec t  - 
ca tegor ies :  general background and reference works; h i s t o r i c a l  works; h e a l t h  
s ta tus ,  behavior,  u t i l  i z a t i o n ,  and po l i cy ;  reproduct ion,  sexua l i t y ,  maternal 
and c h i l d  hea l th ;  mental heal th ,  drugs, and a lcohol ;  and prov iders  of h e a l t h  
care. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  c l e a r l y  s p e l l s  o u t  t he  scope o f  these categories. 

The most recent  c i t a t i o n s  are dated September 1986. Newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  
ve ry  obscure journa ls ,  unpubl i shed papers, and o u t - o f - p r i n t  ma te r i a l s  from 
organ iza t ions  are  omit ted. However, because t h e i r  goal i s  t o  represent  a l l  
perspect ives,  t he  compi lers do inc lude r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a re  
r a c i s t ,  sex i s t ,  o r  class-biased. C l i n i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  no t  covered i n  depth. 

A concluding sec t i on  on "se lected resources" provides an annotated l i s t  
o f  aud iov isua l  ma te r i a l s  i n  t en  sub jec t  areas (such as c h i l d b i r t h ,  
occupat ional  health,  and v io lence aga ins t  women), a  d i r e c t o r y  o f  o rgan iza t ions  
and pub l i shers ,  and a basic  two-page reading 1 i s t  t h a t  may be copied f o r  
classroom d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

The b i  b l  iography provides researchers and p r a c t i  t i o n e r s  a1 i ke access t o  a 



growing body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  cu t s  across t h e  f i e l d s  o f  women's s tudies,  
m i n o r i t y  s tudies,  and hea l th  care. A keyword sub jec t  index would g r e a t l y  
improve f u t u r e  ed i t i ons .  Cur ren t ly ,  sub jec t  access i s  a v a i l a b l e  on l y  through 
the  database on women o f  c o l o r  and Southern women mounted a t  the Memphis S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  Center f o r  Research on Women, i n t o  which t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  has been 
entered. (2 )  The compi lers deserve p ra i se  f o r  m u l t i p l y i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e i r  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  l abo r  by making t h e  r e s u l t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  bo th  p r i n t  and o n l i n e  
form. 

The S y l l a b i  Set on Women, Heal th  and Heal i n q  i s  a r e l a t e d  work aimed a t  
p ro fessors  i n  upper -d iv is ion  undergraduate and graduate courses. The four teen 
s y l l a b i  span the  f i e l d s  o f  sociology, anthropology, soc ia l  work, p u b l i c  
hea l th ,  and nursing. The extensive, up-to-date reading l i s t s  at tached t o  
o u t l i n e s  f o r  such courses as "Feminist  Perspect ives on Women's Health'' and 
"Older Women and Thei r  Health'' can stand alone as use fu l  b ib l i og raph ies .  For 
cu r r i cu lum development resources f o r  l o w e r - d i v i s i o n  courses, t he  compi lers  
recommend Sue Rosser's book, Teaching Science and Hea l th  from a Feminis t  
Perspect ive:  A P r a c t i c a l  Guide (Pergamon, '1986). 

For 820.00 oreoaid. vou can order  t h e  b i b l i o a r a ~ h v .  t h e  s v l l a b i  set. and . . - . - -  
a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e ;  t i t l e d  Teaching M a t e r i a l s  on Women, Heal th  and - 
Healing. I t ' s  a  bargain package! 

Rix,  Sara E., ed. The h e r i c a n  Woman, 1987-88: A Report i n  Depth. New York: 
Norton, 1987. 350p. i l l u s .  index. $17.95, ISBN 0-393-02384-2. pap., 
$7.95, ISBN 0-393-30388-8, 

B i l l e d  as "an annual r e p o r t  on the s ta tus  o f  women i n  t h i s  country"  
( p . l l ) ,  The American Woman begs comparison w i t h  t he  i l l - f a t e d  Women's Annual, 
which o f f e r e d  a m i r r o r  on fem in i s t  activ-ism and scho la rsh ip  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1980's. The present volume i s  sponsored by the  Women's Research and Educat ion 
I n s t i t u t e ,  the decade-old "non-par t isan research arm o f  t h e  b i p a r t i s a n  
Congressional Caucus f o r  Women's Issues" (p. 14). As the e d i t o r  expla ins,  many 
people t u r n  t o  WREI f o r  data -- repor te rs ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  educators, employers, 
government aides, and students, among them. Th is  volume p u l l s  toge ther  many 
f a c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h i s  broad cons t i tuency  and presents them i n  a h i g h l y  
readable form. 

The volume opens w i t h  an overview o f  women i n  twent ie th -century  h e r i c a  
by h i s t o r i a n  Sara M. Evans, and a r t i c l e s  on t h e  recent  h i s t o r y  o f  women i n  t h e  
f a m i l y  (by  Andrew Cher l i n ) ,  women and the  economy (by Nancy B a r r e t t ) ,  and the  
women's movement i n  American p o l i t i c s  (by Marian L i e f  Pa l ley ) .  A l l  are noted 
scholars,  b u t  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  a re  r e a d i l y  accessib le t o  the average reader. 
"H igh l i gh ts "  precede each piece, enabl ing those i n  a hu r r y  t o  grasp t h e  key 
ideas and trends. 

Next comes a twelve-page chronology o f  1986 events t h a t  a f f ec ted  women. 
L e g i s l a t i v e  and p o l i t i c a l  news predominates, w i t h  a s p r i n k l i n g  o f  spor ts  i tems 
and o the r  notable events. The fo l l ow ing  sect ion,  t i t l e d  "Women i n  Br ie f , "  
o f f e r s  s h o r t  separately-authored summaries on the  s ta tus  o f  women i n  business, 
t h e  m i l  i t a r y ,  science, broadcasting, sports,  unions, h igher  education, and 



thea ter .  Add i t iona l  essays cover t he  classroom c l ima te  f o r  women, women and 
reproduct ion,  images o f  Black women, La t inas  i n  t he  Uni ted States, and women 
immigrants t o  t h e  U.S. An appendix presents t h i r t y - n i n e  char ts ,  tab les,  and 
graphs t h a t  survey a  v a r i e t y  o f  soc ia l  and economic i nd i ca to rs ;  most take race 
i n t o  account as we l l  as sex. 

U n l i k e  the  Women's Annual, The h e r i c a n  Woman makes no attempt t o  assess 
f e m i n i s t  scho la rsh ip  o r  theory. And wh i l e  t he  a r t i c l e s  do con ta in  references,  
t h e r e  a re  no general b ib l i og raph ies  on topics,  l i s t s  o f  nonp r in t  resources, o r  
d i r e c t o r i e s  o f  o rgan iza t ions .  As a  jumpi ng-o f f  p o i n t  f o r  in-depth research o r  
as a  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  review o f  academic women's s tudies,  t h i s  volume i s  thus 
inadequate. Nonetheless, The American Woman i s  a  f i n e  source f o r  a  quick 
overview o f  women's p o s i t i o n  and progress. I f  i t  cont inues y e a r l y  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  become an impor tan t  record  o f  our times. 

-- S.S. 

NOTES 
Loeb, Catherine, "Archives:  Black Women i n  t he  Middle West," - FC v.6, 

no. 2  (Winter  1985). pp.7-8. 

4 2 See - FC v.8, no. 4  (Summer 1987). pp.7-9 f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f u l l  
database. 

PERIODICRL NOTES 

NEUJ PEAlODlCFtLS 

Aurora. 1986-. Ed.: Gigi  Stafne. qP.0. Box 1643, Eau C la i re ,  W I  54701. 
G s  examined: v.1, no.4, MayIJune 1987; v.1, no.5, AugustISeptember 1987) 

S u b t i t l e d  "A  Newslet ter  By & For  Bat tered Women i n  Wisconsin," Aurora . 
conta ins  s t o r i e s  o f  fo rmer ly  ba t te red  women; news excerpted from o ther  sources 
a long w i t h  l o c a l / r e g i o n a l  i tems o f  i n t e r e s t ;  announcement o f  t r a i n i n g  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ;  poetry ;  and more. 

The Backlash Times. 1983-. Ed.: Page Mel l ish.  $15. Feminists F i g h t i n g  
Pornography, P.O. Box 6731, Y o r k v i l l e  Sta., New York, NY 10128. ( Issue 
examined : "Breaking Si lence:  The Meese Commission on Pornography ," 1987) 

The twenty-four-page issue examined c a r r i e s  test imony and r e p o r t s  from 
the  Meese Commission, depar t ing  somewhat from t h e  news le t t e r ' s  usual format o f  
r e p o r t s  on pornography compiled from newspapers around t h e  country. 

Bay Area Women's News. 1987-. Ed.: Susan Thompson. 6 l yea r  ( w i t h  p lans f o r  
monthly p u b l i c a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  year) .  Free i n  t he  Bay Area; $9 (bu lk  
m a i l ) ;  $12 ( f i r s t  c lass  m a i l )  elsewhere. 5251 Broadway, Box 557, Oakland, CA 
94618. ( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.2, MayIJune 1987) 

I n  twenty-e ight  pages o f  t a b l o i d - s t y l e  newsprint ,  t h e  Bay Area Women's 
News inc ludes  a  d e t a i l e d  i n s e t  calendar and some a r t i c l e s  on Bay Area news, - 
events, and groups, i nc lud ing ,  f o r  example "Wry Cr ips"  (about a  l o c a l  d isabled 



women's t h e a t e r  ensemble) ; and l e g i s l  a t i v e  news on Medi-Cal f u n d i n g  f o r  
a b o r t i o n s .  Other  a r t i c l e s  have b roader  appea l ,  among them: "Lesb ian  E t h i c s :  
I n t i m a c y  & Se l f -Unders tand ing"  (Sarah L u c i a  Hoagland); and "Who's A f r a i d  o f  
V i  r g i n i a  Wool f?  V i r g i n i a ,  For One" ( J e n n i  f e r  Stone). 

C o l l e c t i o n s :  The N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  A r c h i v e s  and Spec ia l  C o l l e c t i o n s  on  Women 
i n  Medic ine .  Ed. b y  s t a f f  o f  t h e  A r c h i v e s  and S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  on Women i n  
Medic ine .  2 /year .  ISSN 0275-8091. The Medica l  C o l l e g e  o f  Pennsy lvan ia ,  3300 
Henry Ave., P h i l a d e l  ph ia ,  PA 19129. ( I s s u e  examined: no.16, June 1987) 

T h i s  four -page n e w s l e t t e r  p r i n t e d  on  h i g h - q u a l i t y  paper  i n c l u d e s  an 
a r t i c l e  on t h e  founder  o f  t h e  American Women's H o s p i t a l  Se rv i ce ;  a  l i s t  o f  
c o n t r i b u t o r s ;  and n o t e s  on a  r e c e n t l y - a c q u i r e d  A r c h i v e s  c o l l e c t i o n  and t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  a  l o n g t i m e  Arch ives  s u p p o r t e r .  

f . )L IP:  A  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  F e m i n i s t  I n n o v a t i v e  W r i t i n g .  1987-. 2 / yea r?  Eds. : 
kandy (Frances)  Duncan, Angela Hryn luk ,  and Betsy  Warland. $8 ( i nd . ) ;  $12 
( i n s t . ) .  2533 West 5 t h  Ave., Vancouver, B.C., V6K 1S9, Canada. ( I s s u e  
examined: v.1, no.l., March 1987) 

T h i s  new Canadian p u b l i c a t i o n  t a k e s  i t s  t i t l e  from, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a  
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  ( f . )  f o r  f e m i n i n e  gender p l u s  L i p ,  "a metaphor f o r  e c r i t u r e  

4 
femin ine. "  An opening s ta temen t  says "we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  new work wh ich  
e x p l o r e s  and a l t e r s  con ten t ,  fo rm and language i n  ways t h a t  d i s t u r b  o u r  normal 
r e a d i n g  p a t t e r n s ,  ways t h a t  d e l i g h t ,  s t a r t l e ,  s u b v e r t  and l i b e r a t e . "  The 
f i r s t  i s s u e  i n c l u d e s  f i l m ,  book and p e r i o d i c a l  rev iews ,  p o e t r y ,  and s h o r t  
prose.  

H.D. News1 e t t e r .  1987-. Ed. : E i l e e n  Gregory. 2 l y e a r .  $10. D a l l a s  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Human i t i es  and C u l t u r e ,  2719 Routh St., Da l l as ,  Texas 75201. 
( I s s u e  examined: v.1, no.1, S p r i n g  1987) 

The f o r t y - f o u r  pages o f  t h i s  e l e g a n t l y - d e s i g n e d  f i r s t  i s s u e  i n c l u d e  an 
a s t r o l o g i c a l  c h a r t  f o r  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ;  a' c h r o n o l o g y  o f  H.D. works by Susan 
S t a n f o r d  Friedman; " H i l d a  Do01 i t t l e  .a t  F r i e n d s '  C e n t r a l  School i n  1905" ( E m i l y  
M i t c h e l l  Wal lace) ;  "H.D. and Lawrence: Twe A1 l u s i o n s "  (Gary B u r n e t t )  ; p l u s  a  
l i s t  o f  works i n  progress ,  n o t e s  on H.D. symposiums, q u e r i e s ,  and o t h e r  .. 
i n f o r m a t i o n .  

HERS N e w s l e t t e r .  Q u a r t e r l y .  $15. 422 Bryn  Mawr Ave., Ba la  Cynwyd, PA 19004. 
( I s s u e s  examined: v.2, no.4, S p r i n g  1985; v.3, no.1, F a l l  1985) 

Each s i x -page  sample i s s u e  o f  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  Hysterec tomy 
E d u c a t i o n a l  Resources and S e r v i c e s  Foundat ion  c o n t a i n s  p a r t  o f  an i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  HERS f o u n d e r  Nora C o f f e y  on " t h e  most  commonly asked q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  
o p t i o n s  t o  and a f t e r e f f e c t s  o f  hysterectomy."  A l so  i n c l u d e d  a r e  l e t t e r s  f rom 
women and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  about  hys te rec tomies ,  a  book r e v i e w  and a  c o n f e r e n c e  
r e p o r t .  

Iowa Woman. 1980-. Ed.: C a r o l y n  Hardesty.  Q u a r t e r l y .  $10 ( i nd . ) ;  $15 
T i n s t . ) ;  $12 (Canada and L a t i n  Pmerica) ;  $14 ( a l l  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ) .  ISSN 
0271-8227. P.O. Box 680, Iowa City, I A  52244. ( I s s u e  examined: v.7, no.2, 
June 1987) 

W i t h i n  i t s  f o r t y - e i g h t  pages, t h i s  sample i s s u e  h o l d s  t h r e e  f e a t u r e  
a r t i c l e s  (one on  women and t h e  r u r a l  c r i s i s  and a n o t h e r  on c a r i n g  f o r  AIDS 
p a t i e n t s ) ;  t h r e e  s h o r t  p i e c e s  o f  f i c t i o n  ( t h e  w inner  and two runners -up  i n  t h e  
magaz ine 's  f i c t i o n  c o n t e s t ) ;  p o e t r y ;  s e v e r a l  book r e v i e w s  ; and o t h e r  s h o r t  
p ieces .  



Journal  o f  Feminis t  Studies i n  Rel igion. 1985-. Eds: J u d i t h  Plaskow and 
El i sabe th  Schilssler Fiorenza. 2Iyear.  $15 (ind.1; $25 ( i ns t . ) ;  $12 . -  . 
(s tudents ) .  ISSN 8755-4178. ~ c h i l a r s  press; 101. Salem st., P.O. Box 2268, 
Chico, CA 95927. ( Issue examined: v.1, no.1, Spr ing 1985) 

The j ou rna l  I s  goal i s  t o  be "a channel f o r  t he  d isseminat ion o f  f e m i n i s t  
scho la rsh ip  i n  r e l i g i o n  and a forum f o r  d iscussion and d ia logue among women 
and men o f  d i f f e r i n g  f e m i n i s t  perspectives." Some o f  the a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  
premiere issue:  " P r e h i s t o r i c  Goddesses: The Cretan Chall enge" (Marymay 
Downing); "Resources f o r  a Construct ive E th i c  i n  t he  L i f e  and Work o f  Zora 
Neale Hurston" ( K a t i e  Geneva Cannon) ; and "Nondual i sm and the  Great B l i s s  
Queen: A Study i n  T ibe tan  Buddhist  Ontology and Symbolism" (Anne C. K le in ) .  A 
rev iew essay, t heo log i ca l  roundtable discussion, and a look  a t  theology i n  
Germany round o u t  the issue. 

Journal ism and Women Symposium Newsletter.  1986-. Ed.: Syb i l  Barnes. 
I r r e w l a r .  $20. JAWS. P.O. Box 3100. Estes Park. CO 80517. ( Issues  
examined: v.1, no.1, w in te r  1986; v.1; no.2, .Spring 1987) 

The f i r s t  two issues o f  JAWS1 breezy, eight-page news le t te r  i nc lude  a 
r e g u l a r  column by women invo lved i n  major w r i t i n g  p ro jec ts ;  a  "Quibbles and 
B i t s "  sec t i on  o f  newsy t i d b i t s ,  observat ions,  and excerpts  from newspapers; ' comment by "p ioneer ing s p i r i t s " ;  and reading recommendations, notes on 
members1 accomplishments, and m6re. 

NWEC Newsletter.  1984-. 2lyear.  ISSN 0910-4623. Hi roko Hashimoto, Nat ional  
Women's Education Centre, 728 Sugaya, Ranzan-machi , Hiki-gun, Saitama 355-02 
Japan. ( Issue examined: v.4, no.1, May 1987) 

Whi le p a r t  o f  the  news le t te r  i s  devoted t o  news o f  t h e  Centre's 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t he  eight-page sample i ssue a lso  inc ludes p r o f i l e s  o f  prominent 
Japanese women; mention o f  Tokyo's f i r s t  women's bookshop; b r i e f  r e p o r t s  on 
women's groups, the  equal employment law; and the  impact o f  working mothers on 
ch i1  dren; and two book reviews. 

V i s i b i l i t i e s .  1987-. Ed.: Susan T. Chasin. \ Q u a r t e r l y  (1987); 6 lyear  (1988). - 
ISSN 0892-7375. $15 ( 8  issues) .  V i s i b i l i t i e s ,  Dept. 1, P.O. Box 1258, Peter  
Stuyvesant Stat ion,  New York, NY 10009-1258. ( Issue examined: v.1, no.1, 
Summer 1987) 

Th i s  new na t i ona l  magazine f o r  lesb ians  inc ludes  i n  i t s  twenty-four-page 
f i r s t  i ssue an a r t i c l e  on the Bowers vs. Hardwick dec i s i on  regard ing sodomy; a 
column by h i s t o r i a n / a r c h i v i  s t  J u d i t h  Schwarz on lesb ians  i n  h i s t o r y ;  a  rev iew 
o f  " L i l y  Tomlin: The Movie"; an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  a r t i s t s  Nancy Fr ied  and 
C h r i s t i n a  Schlesinger; book and thea te r  reviews, and more. 

Women News. Mon 
o f  Women, Rm. E- 
Vienna, Austr ia .  

"Publ ished 

t h l y ?  Uni ted Nat ions Secre tar ia t ,  Branch f o r  t he  Advancement 
1283, Vienna I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Centre, P.O. Box 500, A-1400 

( Issues examined: No. 12, March 1987; No.13, Apr i  1  1987) 
t o  promote the  goals o f  the  Uni ted Nat ions Decade f o r  Women . .. and o f  t he  Nai robi  Forward-Looking S t ra teg ies  f o r  the  Advancement o f  

Women," t he  b r i e f  March issue repo r t s  on the  1987 session o f  t he  Commission on 
the  Status o f  Women, i n c l u d i n g  an agenda and l i s t  o f  documentation submitted. 
The A p r i l  i ssue i s  comprised o f  a  calendar o f  meetings around the  wor ld  
r e l a t e d  t o  the s ta tus  o f  women. 



SPECIAL ISSUES O F  PERIODICALS 

Contemporary L i t e r a t u r e  v.27, no.4, Winter 1986: "H.D. Centennial Issue." 
Guest eds.: Susan Stan ford  Friedman and Rachel Blau DuPlessis. $18 ( ind. ) ;  
$38 ( i n s t .  ). ISSN 0010-7484. Journals  D i v i s i on ,  Un i ve rs i  t y  o f  Wisconsin 
Press, 114 N. Murray St., Madison, W I  53715. ( Issue examined) 

Inc luded i n  t h i s  specia l  issue are  fou r  chapters o f  H i l da  D o o l i t t l e ' s  
novel Pa in t  I t To-day; a t r i b u t e  from Ezra Pound f o l l o w i n g  H.D.'s death i n  
1961; and papers such as: "What Do Women (Poets) Want? H.D. and Marianne Moore 
as Poet ic  Ancestresses" ( A l i c i a  O s t r i k e r )  ; "A Relay o f  Power and o f  Peace: 
H.D. and t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  G i f t "  (Adalaide Mor r i s ) ;  and "F ish ing  t h e  Murex Up: 
Sense and Resonance i n  H.D.'s 'Pal impsest l ' l  (Deborah K e l l y  K loepfer ) .  

H i s t o r y  o f  European Ideas v.8, no.415, 1987: " Women i n  European Cu l tu re  and 
Society." Guest ed.: Karen Offen. $30. S ing le  copy: $12. ISSN 0191-6599. 
 erga am on Journals, Ltd., Headington Hi1 1  all; ox fo rd  OX3 OBW. ( Issue 
exami ned ) 

Some o f  t he  papers i n  t h i s  225-page c o l l e c t i o n  are: "Human R igh ts  Issues 
A f f e c t i n g  Women i n  Napoleanic Legal Medicine Textbooks" (June K. Bur ton)  ; "The 

, Ve'suviennes: Ima es o f  Women Warr iors  i n  1848 and The i r  S ign i f i cance  f o r  
French H is to ry "  9 Laura S. Strumingher); "Education, Gender and Socia l  Change 
i n  V i c t o r i a n  L i b e r a l  Feminis t  Theory" (Joyce Senders Pedersen) ; and "Toward an 
Eva lua t ion  o f  t he  Thought o f  Evelyn U n d e r h i l l "  (Dana Greene). A number o f  
book reviews a re  included. 

Iowa Review v.16, 110.3, 1986: "H.D. Centennial Issue." Guest ed. : Adalaide 
Morr is .  $15 ( ind.) ;  $20 ( ins t . ) . .  S ing le  copy: $6.95. ISSN 0021-065X. 308 
EPB, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Iowa, Iowa C i t y ,  I A  52242. ( Issue examined) 

Th is  spec ia l  i ssue i n  honor o f  p o e t / w r i t e r  H i l d a  Dool i  t t l e  inc ludes  
H.D.'s unpublished "Some Notes on Recent Writing"; t h e  miss ing chapter  o f  The 
G i f t :  "The Fortune Tel l e r n ;  and le t te i 's  from the  two wor ld wars. W i t h i n  t r  - 
303 pages are  a l so  pieces by her daughter; he r  biographer, and essays by 
var ious  H.D. scholars.  \ . 
Poesis: A Journal o f  C r i t i c i s m  v.6, no.314, 1985: spec ia l  i ssue on H.D. Ed.: 
Thomas H. Jackson. $8. S ing le  copy: $2. Dept. o f  Engl ish, Bryn Mawr 
College, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010. ( Issue examined) 

The papers i n  t h i s  issue a re  taken from a symposium on H.D. and Marianne 
Moore held as p a r t  o f  Bryn Mawrls centennia l  ce lebra t ion .  Among the  t i t l e s :  
I1H.D.'s Challenge" (Robert Duncan); "Re-Membering the  Mother: A Reading o f  
H.D.'s T r i l o  " ( A l b e r t  Gel p i ) ;  "Pal impsest o f  Or ig ins  i n  H.D.'s Career" 4 (Susan t a n  o r d  Friedman); and "The Int imacy o f  Biography" (Barbara Guest). 

Radica l  Teacher no.30, January 1987: "Women i n  Science." Ed. c h a i r :  Susan 
OIMalley. $8 (ind., employed); $11 ( ins t . ) ;  $4 (par t - t ime,  unemployed, 
r e t i r e d ) .  S ingle copy: $3. P.O. Box 102, Kendall Square Post O f f i c e ,  
Cambridge, MA 02142. ( Issue examined) 

The f o r t y  pages o f  t h i s  issue inc lude a r t i c l e s  about a b lack  woman 
s c i e n t i s t ,  teaching math t o  h igh  school boys and g i r l s ,  and a course on women 
and m i n o r i t i e s  i n  science. Some o f  t he  t i t l e s :  "Re f l ec t i ons  on My L i f e  as a 
S c i e n t i s t "  (Ruth Hubbard); "Women and M i n o r i t i e s  i n  Science: An 



I n t e r d i s c i p l  i n a r y  Course" (Anne, Fausto-Ster 
"Gender and Mathematics" (Joan Countryman); 
and resource l i s t s  f o r  teachers. 

l i n g  and Lydia L. Eng l i sh)  ; and 
p l u s  books reviews, news pieces, 

Spr ing Wind: Buddhist Cu l tu ra l  Forum v.6, no.11213, Nov,ember 1986: "Women & 
Buddhism." $20. S ing le  copy: $17 ( f o r  t r i p l e  issue) .  ISSN 0825-799X. Zen 
Lotus Soc ie ty ,  46 Gwynne Ave., Toronto, Ontar io,  Canada M6K 2C3. ( I n fo rma t i on  
from f l y e r )  

"Featur ing  f i r s t h a n d  accounts by women studying med i ta t i on  i n  temp1 es 
around the  world, an h i s t o r i c a l  chronology o f  women's (under-documented) 
involvement i n  Buddhism, b iographies o f  outs tanding p ioneer ing nuns and women 
Zen Masters, a b ib l iography. .  , . A1 so Buddhist Feminist  essays on abor t ion ,  
compassion, women's karma and i n f l uence  on Nor th  American Buddhist  pract ice."  
The 400 pages a lso  i nc lude  r e g u l a r  journa l  features.  

TRANSITIONS 

Media Report t o  Women, founded and publ ished f o r  the l a s t  f i f t e e n  years by 
Donna Al len,  has a new home w i t h  Communication Research Associates, Inc. 

, Beginning i n  September Media Re o r t  w i l l  again pub l i sh  bimonthly, w i t h  plans 
t o  become monthly somet 7 l - h  me n t e uture. For subsc r i p t i on  i n fo rma t i on  
con tac t  Be t t y  Russo, business manager, a t  Media Report t o  Women's new address, 
10606 Mantz Rd., S i l v e r  Spring, MD 20903. ( In fo rmat ion  from l e t t e r  from Donna 
A l len ,  J u l y  24, 1987) 

Plexus, rumored t o  have stopped pub1 i s h i n g  i n  December 1986, has reappeared 
=the same t i t l e ,  publ ished by J u l i e  P e c h i l i s  and Kim Cosaro. Old 
subsc r i p t i ons  are  being honored. Contact Plexus a t  585 Castro St., Su i t e  344, 
San Francisco, CA 94114. ( I n fo rma t i on  from ~ e m f n i s t  Bookstore News, August 
1987, p.74) 

CEASED PUBLICATION \ 

H e r i  zons 1979-March 1987. 200-478 R iver  Ave., W i  nnepeg , Manitoba, R3L 0C8, 
Canaaa. ( I n fo rma t i on  from Communiqu'Elles v.13, no. 3, May 1987, p.10 and v. 
13, no.4, J u l y  1987, p.3) 

MIF no.1, 1978-no.11/12, 1986. Eds.: Parveen Adams and E l i zabe th  Cowie. ISSN - 
0141-948X. 24 E l l e r d a l e  Rd., London NW3 688, England. ( I n fo rma t i on  from 
e d i t o r i a l  i n  l a s t  issue.) 

lTEmS OF NOTE 
* The WOMEN'S SOURCE LIBRARY i s  a new Pandora Press se r i es  documenting t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  women's s t rugg les  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n .  Pamphlets and papers i n  t he  
se r i es  are from the Fawcett L ib ra ry ,  B r i t a i n ' s  l a r g e s t  women's a rch ive ;  t h e  
books o f f e r  researchers and teachers read i l y -access ib le  pr imary documents i n  
women's h i s t o r y .  For more in fo rmat ion ,  w r i t e  Pandora Press a t  Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, Ltd., 9 Park St., Boston, MA 02108. 



* E l a i n e  Ka tz  B o o k s e l l e r ,  d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  o u t - o f - p r i n t  and r a r e  books by and 
a b o u t  women, has produced Ca ta logue  Twenty-Ni ne, WOMEN & MEDICINE. I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  s tandard  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h i s  f o r t y - f o u r - p a g e  c a t a l o g u e  
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  books and p r o v i d e s  o f t e n - e x t e n s i v e  a n n o t a t i o n s  
and exce rp ts .  Requests f o r  t h i s  o r  o t h e r  l i s t s  shou ld  be s e n t  t o  E l a i n e  Katz,  
B o o k s e l l e r ,  1319 N.E. 56th ,  S e a t t l e ,  WA 98105, o r  c a l l  206-525-3777. 

* Joanna T a y l o r .  Books' L IST 88: WOMEN: THEIR ARTS, HISTORIES, AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO LITERATURE i n c l u d e s  s e v e n t y - f i v e  t i t l e s  grouped i n t o  f o u r  
c a t e g o r i e s :  A r t s  & C r a f t s ;  H i s t o r i e s ,  P ioneer  Women, Memoirs, F e m i n i s t  
S tud ies ;  L i t e r a t u r e ;  and Addenda: N o n - F i c t i o n  M i s c e l l a n y ,  L a t e  A r r i v a l s .  
PubT ish ing  i n f o r m a t i o n  and c o n d i t i o n  i s  noted f o r  each book. To o rde r ,  w r i t e  
Joanna T a y l o r ,  Books, 2461 E l  Pavo Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, o r  c a l l  916- 
362-6963. 

* MATROLOGIA LATINA, a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  n i n e  works i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  f rom t h e  
P e r e g r i n a  P u b l i s h i n g  Co., i n c l u d e s  w r i t i n g s  by and about  t h e  "Mothers o f  t h e  
Church," whose impac t  on t h e  Church 's  h e r i t a g e  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been 
downpl ayed. P e r e g r i n a  a1 so pub1 i shes UOX BENEDICTINA: WOMEN AND MONASTIC 
SPIRITUALITY, a  q u a r t e r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $15 f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  $25 
?or i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A l l  m a t e r i a l s  may be purchased f rom P e r e g r i n a  a t  409 
G a r r i s o n  Crescent ,  Sas katoon,  Saskatchewan S7H 219, Canada. 

* The O n t a r i o  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h  has ~ r o d u c e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  DamDhletS 
c o n c e r n i n g  AIDS. h o n g  them a r e  WOMEN AND AIDS, INFORMATION FOR' PARENTS AND 
TEACHERS, AIDS AND THE WORKPLACE, and DETECTING AIDS. Copies o f  t h e  pamphlets 
can be o b t a i n e d  by w r i t i n q  t h e  H e a l t h  l n f o r m a t i o n  Cent re ,  9 t h  F l o o r .  Hepburn 
B lock ,  Queen 's  park ,   oro onto, O n t a r i o  M7A 1S2, Canada. 

* H a r v e s t e r  M i c r o f o r m  o f f e r s  VOICES OF THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT, 1850-1900, a  
t w o - p a r t  s e r i e s  o f  pamphlets on m i c r o f i l m  r e p r o d u c i n g  t h e  He len B l a c k b u r n  
C o l l e c t i o n  from G i r t o n  Co l lege,  Cambridge, P a r t  1 i s  "Pamphlets on Women's 
S u f f r a g e ,  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Movement qnd R e l a t e d  I ssues" ;  P a r t  2  - 
c o n s i s t s  o f  "Pamphlets on  t h e  Employment o f  Women, Women's I n d u s t r i e s  and 
Re1 a t e d  I s s u e s  .I' Accompanied by a  hard-copy gu ide t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t i t l e  and 
a u t h o r  index,  t h e  m i c r o f i l m  s e r i e s  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $1,700 f o r  P a r t  1 
and $1,850 f o r  P a r t  2  f r o m  H a r v e s t e r  M ic ro fo rm,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M i c r o p u b l i s h e r s ,  
P.O. Box 761, B r i g h t o n  BN1 lBD, England. 

* P a r t  I 1 1  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  Amer ica 's  m i c r o f i l m  Papers o f  t h e  
League o f  Women Vo te rs ,  1918-1974, t i t l e d  NATIONAL OFFICE SUBJECT FILES, 1920- 
- 932, p r o v i d e s  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  earTy yea rs  o f  t h e  League o t  Women Vo te rs .  
I n c l u d e d  a r e  t h e  f i l e s  o f  League o f f i c e r s ,  depar tments  and programs, p rominen t  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on which t h e  League has k e p t  reco rds .  
The t h i r t y - f o u r  r e e l s  o f  t h i s  segment a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $2,500 f rom U n i v e r s i t y  
P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  America, Dept. B-LWV186, 44 b r t h  Market  St., F r e d e r i c k ,  MD 
21701. 

* The B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y  has produced THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN, m i c r o f i l m  
r e p r i n t s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  works i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  women's movement, as p a r t  
o f  i t s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m i c r o f i l m i n g  program t o  t r a n s f e r  endangered n i n e t e e n t h -  
and t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  paper t e x t s  t o  a  more s t a b l e  medium. T h i s  f i r s t  s e t  



i nc ludes  n ineteen t i t l e s  ranging i n  c o s t  from two t o  e igh teen pounds, o r  t h e  
f u l l  s e t  may be purchased f o r  t he  discounted p r i c e  of 125 pounds. Send f o r  an 
o rde r  form: The B r i t i s h  L i b r a r y  Photographic Service, Great Russe l l  St., 
London WClB 3DG, England. 

* THE FUTURE OF CHILD CARE SERVICES I N  THE UW SYSTEM i s  a recent  r e p o r t  by 
t h e  Regents Study Group o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin System. Having 
c o l l e c t e d  d e t a i l e d  data on UW students and t h e i r  ch i l d ren ,  t h e  Study Group 
recommended more funding f o r  c h i l d  care  serv ices.  For a  f r e e  copy o f  t h e  
r e p o r t ,  w r i t e  Marian J. Swoboda, Ass i s tan t  t o  the  Pres ident ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Wisconsin System, O f f i c e  o f  Women and Equal Oppor tun i ty  Programs, 1802 Van 
Hise H a l l ,  1220 Linden Dr., Madison, W I  53706. 

* The WOMEN AND THE ECONOMY KIT con ta ins  an annotated reading guide, 
a r t i c l e s ,  and o the r  ma te r i a l s  designed t o  a i d  i n  d iscuss ion  o r  research on 
women's r o l e s  i n  the  economy. The k i t  c o s t s  $4.50 and may be ordered from 
Jean McIntosh, Women's Research Centre, 1666 W. Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 
1x7, Canada. 

* JUST BETWEEN SISTERS: FUTURES UNLIMITED, a mul t i -media package on 
* m i  nor: t y  women I n  technology, has been produced by Rutgers Uni v e r s i  t y '  s  

Consortium f o r  Educat ional Equi ty .  The package i nc ludes  t e n  posters  and a 
twenty-nine-minute videotape on women i n  techno log ica l  occupat ions, as w e l l  as 
a supplementary guide showing t h e  importance o f  educat ion i n  improving a 
woman's career p o t e n t i a l  and l i f e s t y l e .  The complete package cos t s  $130, t h e  
v i deo  alone cos t s  $110, and t h e  pos te r  set ,  $25. To order  o r  f o r  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i  on, w r i t e  Just  Between S i s te rs ,  Consor t i  um f o r  Educat ional Equi t y  , 
Rutgers, The S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Jersey, K i lmer  Campus 4090, New 
Brunswick, NJ 08903, o r  c a l l  201-932-2071. 

* The WOMANSPEAK MULTIMEDIA PACWGE i s  an i n t e r d i  sc i  p l  i nary resource 
designed t o  ma'ke women more v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  school cur r i cu lum.  The 
package inc ludes  s l i d e s  o f  a r t  by women,-a n e r r a t i v e  desc r i b i ng  American 
women's p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  achievements, a  guide t o  music composed by women, 

- 
a s l i d e  co l l age  o f  women a c t i v i s t s  i n  n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s  and occupations, 
b iographies,  b i b l i og raph ies ,  and an i n s t r u c t i o n a l  v ideotape desc r i b i ng  ways o f  
u s i n g  t h e  package. Order ing I n fo rma t i on  may be obta ined by w r i t i n g  
WOMANSPEAK, 5700 SW 67 Ave., Miami, FL 33143, o r  c a l l  305-665-3710. 

* CLOSING THE COMMUNICATIONS GEND'ER GAP -- s u b t i t l e d  "What Everyone i n  
Sales, Business, Media, Government, Education, and Community Agencies Should 
Know about Male-Female Communication Dynamics and Posi t i v e  I n t e r a c t i o n  Ski 11 st' -- i s  a  book le t  designed t o  a s s i s t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  and coping w i t h  problems 
a r i s i n g  from s e x i s t  communication. Send $2.00 t o  Futures Un l im i t ed  
En te rp r i ses ,  4502 Broad Rd., Syracuse, NY 13215. 

* The 1987 CANADIAN WOMEN'S DIRECTORY i s  a b i l  i ngua l  index o f  Canadian 
women's groups. It cos ts  $7.95 p l u s  $1.00 f o r  postage and i s  a v a i l a b l e  from 
Les E d i t i o n s  CommuniqulEl les ,  3585 St. Urbain St., Montreal , Quebec, H2X 2N6, 
Canada. 



* WOMEN IN HEALTH CARE DELIVERY i s  a  twenty-panel t r a v e l i n g  photography 
e x h i b i t  pu t  toge ther  by the  Archives and Special  Co l l ec t i ons  on Women i n  
Medicine. The show w i l l  be on d i sp lay  i n  San Francisco a t  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Cal i fornia-San Francisco L ib ra ry ,  Special Co l lec t ions ,  u n t i l  November 15, 
1987. To reserve the  e x h i b i t  o r  f o r  more i n fo rma t i on  on t h i s  o r  o ther  spec ia l  
c o l l e c t i o n s  on women i n  medicine, con tac t  the  Archives a t  The Medical Col lege 
o f  Pennsylvania, 3300 Henry Ave., Ph i lade l  phi  a, PA 19129, o r  215-842-7124. 

BOOK REVIEUJS 

UK)mEN OF CENTRAL AfllERICA: POATAWING THE MACITY 

C l a r i b e l  A legr fa .  They Won't Take Me A l i v e :  Salvadorean Women i n  Struggle f o r  
Nat iona l  L ibe ra t i on .  Trans. by Amanda Hopkinson. London: The Women's Press, 
1987. 145p. pap., $3.95, ISBN 0-7043-4028-3. 

A l i c i a  Partnoy. The L i t t l e  School : Tales o f  Disappearance & Surv iva l  i n  
' A r  ent ina.  Trans. by Lo is  Athey, e t  a l .  P i t t sburgh :  C le i s  Press, 1986. 110p. 

$ $ S B N  0-930416-08-5; pap., $7.95, ISBN 0-939416-07-7. LC 85-73522. 

Margaret Randall. Women Brave i n  t he  Face o f  Danger: Photographs o f  and 

Understanding t h e  soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  complex i t ies  o f  L a t i n  America i s  
d i f f i c u l t  even f o r  veteran p o l i t i c a l  ana lys ts .  The l i s t  o f  books on the  
sub jec t  i s  seemingly endless. Many take the  h i s t o r i c a l  approach, descr ib ing  
how Spanish conquistadores f i r s t  in t roduced c lass  d i v i s i o n  and economic 
e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  the  seventeenth century. Others take a  contemporary look a t  . 
the  r o l e  o f  the  Un i ted  States government and m u l t i n a t i o n a l  corpora t ions  i n  
perpe tua t ing  t h a t  system. Some focus on s p e c i f i c  top ics ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  human 
r i g h t s  abuses, agrar ian  reform, and the  r o l e  o f  women. 

I t i s  by l e a r n i n g  about the  l i v e s  o f  women t h a t  many o f  us can bes t  
understand the  compl icated world o f  L a t i n  America. And i t  i s  the  s t o r y  o f  t he  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a t  o f t e n  br ings  t h i s  r e a l i t y  c l o s e s t  t o  home - -  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  s tudent ,  the  young mother, the  peasant l abo re r ,  o r  even the  
f e a r l e s s  g u e r r i l l a  commander. These a re  the  women we meet i n  Argentina, El  
Salvador, and Nicaragua i n  t h ree  recent ly -pub l i shed books: A l i c i a  Partnoy's 
The L i t t l e  School, C l a r i b e l  ~ l e g r f a ' s  They Won't Take Me A l ive ,  and Margaret 
Randal 1 ' s  Women Brave i n  the  Face o f  Danger. Though d iverse  i n  sub jec t  
mat ter ,  the th ree  un i f o rm ly  po r t ray  a  way o f  l i f e  decidedly  d i f f e r e n t  from 
Midd le  America. The i rs  i s  a  wor ld  o f  armed rebe l l i on ,  o f  t o r t u r e d  p o l i t i c a l  
pr isoners,  o f  seemingly endless labor  and s a c r i f i c e .  The books reveal  t he  
broader s t rugg les  fac ing  L a t i n  American women, who are f i g h t i n g  no t  on l y  
economic oppression, human r i g h t s  abuses, and c lass  d i v i s i o n s ,  bu t  a l so  t h e  
machismo and sex r o l e s  t h a t  remain firmly i n t a c t  i n  t h e i r  cu l tu res .  Many 
women be l i eve  t h a t  such r a d i c a l  change i s  poss ib le  o n l y  through r e v o l u t i o n .  



I n  They Won't Take Me Al ive,  by noted Salvadorean au thor  C l a r i b e l  
A legr fa ,  readers f o l l o w  t h e  t rans fo rna t i on  o f  a  Eugenia ( f i c t i t i o u s  name f o r  a  
r e a l  person) from church-going, middle-c lass g i r l  i n t o  a  g u e r r i l l a  commander 
o f  t h e  Farabundo M a r t i  Popular L i b e r a t i o n  Forces dur ing  the  1970's. Mot ivated 
i n i t i a l l y  by re1  i g i o u s  conv i c t i ons ,  Eugenia works w l t h  t h e  poor i n  Guatemala 
and organizes peasants i n  El Salvador be ford  going underground t o  organize 
l o g i s t i c s  f o r  t he  rebe l  forces. 

Descr ip t ions  o f  l i f e  underground are  perhaps t h e  most i n t r i g u i n g  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  book. For example, a  f r i e n d  warns the  young Eugenia what w i l l  happen when 
she goes i n t o  h id ing :  

"You...will leave your fami ly ,  your f r iends ,  and i t ' s  
i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  some o f  your  loved ones w i l l  d ie .  Perhaps 
t h e y ' l l  kidnap your  r e l a t i v e s  t o  t e s t  i f  t h i s ' l l  l ead  them t o  
you. You won't be ab le  t o  do anyth ing about it. Y o u ' l l  even 
see people you know i n  t h e  s t ree t ,  and your  hear t  w i l l  be i n  
your  mouth w l t h  t h e  des i re  s imply t o  say h e l l o ,  b u t  you won' t  
be ab le  to. You ' l l  have t o  pass by on the  o the r  side." 
(p.72) 

4 Eugenia even tua l l y  mar r ies  and has a  c h i l d  wh i l e  i n  h id ing.  The baby 
s t a r t s  a t t end ing  meetings and c r i ssc ross ing  t h e  count ry  w i t h i n  days o f  i t s  
b i r t h .  Sometimes the i n f a n t  g i r l  i s  l e f t  w i t h  comrades who accept 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t he  g i r l  wh i l e  Eugenia and her husband are  on the road -- 
o r  i n  case they d i e  i n  combat. We learn,  i n  f ac t ,  t h a t  a  whole s o c i e t y  o f  
c h i l d r e n  have been born underground, educated by parents and comrades, and now 
p l a y  an i n t e g r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  rebe l  organizat ion.  

Although A leg r fa  provides some new . ins igh ts  i n t o  t he  workings o f  t he  
rebe l  underground and t h e  s u r p r i s i n g l y  equal r o l e  t h a t  women p lay  i n  t he  
organ iza t ion ,  her dogmatic tone and sa in t -1  i ke t reatment  o f  t he  hero ine 
a1 i e n a t e  t h e  reader. Since t h e  s t o r y  i s  told, by f r i e n d s  and fam i l y ,  we are  
never sure whether t he  opin ions a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Eugenia -- and couched h e a v i l y  

* 

i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r h e t o r i c  -- a r e  genuine. The book i s  c l e a r l y  w r i t t e n  and 
we1 1  organized, however, and t h e  t h i  rty-two-page preface on Salvadorean 
h i  s t o r y  prov ides an excel l e n t  summary o f  the p o l i t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  problems 
f a c i n g  the  nat ion.  

The L i t t l e  School : Tales o f  Disappearance and Surv iva l  i n  Argent ina i s  
s i m i l a r l y  prefaced w i t h  a  s h o r t  account o f  t he  so-ca l led  " d i r t y  war" du r i ng  
which over 30,000 Argent in ians were kidnapped and "disappeared" from 1976 t o  
1979. U n l i k e  A leg r i a ' s  work, t h i s  book i s  authored by i t s  sub jec t  -- a  
middle-c lass u n i v e r s i t y  s tudent  who was thrown i n  a  sec re t  j a i l  f o r  t h r e e  
months i n  1977. Her cr ime was j o i n i n g  t h e  Peron is t  Youth Movement. The 
author,  A l i c i a  Partnoy, has t e s t i f i e d  on human r i g h t s  abuses before t h e  Uni ted 
Nat ions and other  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  bodies. 

The success o f  The L i t t l e  School i s  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l .  Such 
p a r t i c u l a r s ,  i n  fac t ,  a re  about a l l  t h a t  a  masked, bound, prone pr isoner  can 
observe. Readers l e a r n  e a r l y  t h a t  Partnoy'  s  de ten t i on  center  d e f i e s  



s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps and t o r t u r e  chambers. It i s  a  r a t h e r  
o r d i n a r y - l o o k i n g  house o n l y  f i f t e e n  b l o c k s  f rom t h e  You and I H o t e l ,  near  a  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k ,  b e h i n d  an a n y  headquarters.  B u t  i n s i d e  t h i s  house, v e r y  
u n o r d i  n a r y  t h i n g s  happen. 

P a r t n o y  l i v e s  i n  a  w o r l d  framed by t h e  mask she wears around h e r  head; i f  
t h e  mask i s  a l l o w e d  t o  l oosen ,  b e a t i n g s  by t h e  guards w i l l  r e s u l t .  She 
m a i n t a i n s  h e r  s a n i t y  by  t r y i n g  t o  c r e a t e  o r d e r  amid anarchy. Fo r  example, 
a f t e r  he r  t o o t h  i s  knocked o u t  d u r i n g  a  s c u f f l e  w i t h  a  guard, she f i n d s  a  
match box t h a t  serves as  a  case f o r  it. Ranoving t h e  t o o t h  f rom t h e  box, 
p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  he r  mouth, and t a k i n g  i t  o u t  a g a i n  becomes a  d a i l y  r i t u a l  -- 
someth ing t h a t  measures t i m e  and p r o v i d e s  an a c t i v i t y  i n  l i f e .  

Any d i v e r s i o n  f rom t h e  normal r o u t i n e  o f  l y i n g  on a  bed and a w a i t i n g  
"meal s "  i s  t reasu red .  Pa r tnoy  i s  genui  n e l  y e x c i t e d  when she f e e l s  r a i  ndrops 
on  h e r  hand, t r i c k l i n g  i n  f rom a  l e a k y  r o o f .  She t a k e s  p l e a s u r e  i n  sneak ing a  
l o o k  a t  an  awkward p l a s t i c  f l o w e r  on h e r  s l i p p e r .  And she w a i t s  p a t i e n t l y ,  
a p p r e h e n s i v e l y ,  f o r  a  moment i n  wh ich  i t  appears t h a t  no guards a r e  p r e s e n t  
and she can wh ispe r  t o  f r i e n d s .  

T a l k i n g  i s  a  c r ime  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  L i t t l e  School. A f t e r  P a r t n o y  i s  
r s c o l d e d  t h e  second t i m e  f o r  w h i s p e r i n g  t o  f r i e n d s ,  she i s  o r d e r e d  t o  t h e  

t o r t u r e  room. E l e c t r i c  shocks a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  h e r  g e n i t a l s  when she 
r e f u s e s  t o  t e l l  t h e  guards t h e  whereabouts o f  h e r  f r i e n d s .  The young woman 
copes by a lmos t  h y s t e r i c a l l y  r e c i t i n g  a  p o p u l a r  c h i l d r e n ' s  poem abou t  a  l i t t l e  
f r o g .  By r e p e a t i n g  t h e  verse,  o r  phrases f rom it, Par tnoy  t r i e s  t o  l o s e  
h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  f a i r y  t a l e  --  t o  make h e r  t o r t u r e  appear  t o  be o n l y  a  dream. 
She w r i t e s :  

"I d o n ' t  know where he is ."  The punch t o  my stomach and t h e  
t o r t u r e  bed aga in .  "Stop it.. .please!  .. .I' I f  I knew where 
he  was h i d i n g ,  perhaps t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  h i t  me anymore. 
A lone  ... t h e y  w o n ' t  l e a v e  t h e  l i t t l e  f r o g  a l o n e  'cause nobody 
knows where he hides.  R i b - b i t  r l b - b i t  he s ings  on  t h e  
roof . .  . . I ' m  n o t  an animal.. . . ~ o n "  make me b e l i e v e  I 'm an * 

an ima l .  (p. 94) 

P a r t n o y  m e r c i f u l l y  spares  us t h e  most  v i o l e n t  d e t a i l s  o f  t o r t u r e  and 
i n c a r c e r a t i o n .  The book, i n  f a c t ,  i s  occup ied  a l m o s t  s o l e l y  w i t h  he r  d a i l y  
e x i s t e n c e  and c o p i n g  mechanisms. It i s  we1 1 - w r i  t t e n ,  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  and 
u n d e r s t a t e d  -- which may be i t s  main weakness. Readers may be l e f t  wan t ing  
more i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  i s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  s h o r t  v i g n e t t e s  wh ich  compr i se  t h e  
f o r m a t  o f  t h e  book, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  i t  p r o v i d e s  a  r a r e  g l impse  i n t o  l i f e  i n  
a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp d u r i n g  one o f  A r g e n t i n a ' s  d a r k e s t  pe r iods .  

P a r t n o y  c o u l d  have been one o f  t h e  faces  i n  Marga re t  R a n d a l l ' s  Women 
Brave  i n  t h e  Face o f  Danger. S i x t y  photographs c o v e r  a  range o f  L a t r  
Amer ican and N o r t h  h e r i c a n  women, f rom a  r o b u s t  Managua s t r e e t  vendor t o  a  
w a i t r e s s  a t  a  t y p i c a l  American d i n e r .  The photographs a r e  accompanied by  
p r o s e  and p o e t r y  f rom t h e  wel l -known and obscure,  f rom L a t i n  Americans and 
N o r t h  Americans, f rom poe ts  and o r d i n a r y  people.  Among t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  a r e  a  
C h i l e a n  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  Nobel P r i z e  f o r  L i t e r a t u r e ,  a  tobacco  worke r  i n  Cuba, 
and a  rev01 u t i o n a r y  C a t h o l i c  s i s t e r .  



Although the  photographic reproduct ion  i s  d isappo in t ing ,  t he  faces o f  t he  
women t e l l  t h e i r  s to r ies .  What emerges from the  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a p i c t u r e  o f  
the  m u l t i p l e  r o l e s  o f  women i n  L a t i n  and North America. We see the  l i t t l e  
g i r l  washing c lo thes  wh i l e  her even smal ler  b ro ther  plays nearby -- and we 
know her chi ldhood i s  coming t o  an end. A young Sandin is ta s o l d i e r ,  r i f l e  
s lung over her shoulder, leans aga ins t  a mor tar - r idd led  bu i ld ing .  A proud 
Nlcaraguan mother smiles broadly a t  her daughter, who i s  l ook ing  b o l d l y  i n t o  
t h e  camera. A nun dressed i n  wh i te  holds a young g i r l  i n  her arms. S i s t e r  
Deyani r a  Frech: 

Nicaraguan women hold Mary t h e  Mother o f  God as t h e i r  f i r s t  
model f o r  promoting t h i s  revo lu t ion .  She, too, c a r r i e d  t o  
t h e  world a message o f  11 beration... . Mary i s n ' t  t h e  sugar- 
sweet and s tup id  woman reac t ionary  Chr is t ians  so o f t e n  make 
her ou t  t o  be. A t  t h e  age of 15...she took an ac t i ve  p a r t  i n  
her people's l i b e r a t i o n .  And she doesn't  t a l k  about 
i n d i v i d u a l  moral i s t i c  changes, bu t  o f  the  reorgan iza t ion  o f  
t he  soc ia l  order.. . . (unpaged) 

4 Another t e x t  was w r i t t e n  by a peasant woman who i s  now a member o f  the  
Nlcaraguan agrar ian  reform cour t :  

The l i f e  o f  a peasant woman wasn't  easy. She got up a t  two 
i n  the  morning t o  s lap  out  the  day's t o r t i l l a s  and t o  make 
t h e  food she'd leave f o r  her ch i ldren.  Then she went o f f  t o  
work i n  the  f i e l d s  alongside her man. She brought him h i s  
noonday meal.. . . She had t o  he1 p her husband p l a n t  the  corn 
and the  beans. The women went out t o  work i n  the  f i e l d s  w i t h  
a machete o r  whatever they had., Of ten they 'd  have t o  leave 
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  locked i n  the  house, leave food f o r  them the re  -- b o i l e d  beans w i t h  a l i t t l e  s a l t  --  and they j u s t  a t e  when 
they wanted. They were on thei r -ownt .  .. It was a l i f e  o f  
su f fe r i ng ,  and t h e  k ids were s a c r i f i c e d  because t h a t ' s  j u s t  
the  way 1 i f e  was. (unpaged) 

Women Brave i n  the  Face o f  Danger r e f l e c t s  t he  l i f e  and t r a v e l s  o f  i t s  
author,  Margaret Randal 1,  who has w r i t t e n  several books on L a t i n  America, most 
no tab l y  Sandino's Daughters. (1 )  The preface t e l l s  readers t h a t  t he  photo and 
prose c o l l e c t i o n  evolved as a k ind o f  " t r a n s i t i o n "  p r o j e c t  once Randall had 
returned t o  t h e  U.S. fo l low ing years i n  L a t i n  America. I n  much the  same way, 
t h e  book helps br idge t h e  d is tance between L a t i n  k e r i c a n  and Nor th  American 
women by exp lo r i ng  the  common s t rugg les  and joys t h a t  women share. 

Randall, A leg r fa  and Partnoy reveal t h a t  women are  faced w i t h  rad i ca l  
choices i n  L a t i n  America, a cont inent  p u l l e d  by p o l i t i c a l  extremes. The books 
g i v e  readers a c l e a r e r  understanding o f  t he  reasons c e r t a i n  choices are made 
by both women and men, and present a microcosm of the broader social-economic 
c r i s i s  plaguing L a t i n  k e r i c a  today. 

-- Jean Hopfensperger 



[Jean Hopfensperger i s  a  j o u r n a l i s t  who l i v e d  i n  Cen t ra l  America f o r  two years  
and has repo r t ed  on Cen t ra l  American i ssues  s i n c e  1980.1 

NOTES - 
Margare t  Randal l ,  Sandino's Daughters: Test imonies o f  Nicaraguan Women 

i n  S t rugg le .  Ed. by Lynda Yanz. Vancouver, B.C.: New S t a r  Books, 1981. 

FAllllLV, COlllfRUNlTV AND WORK: STRUGGLES OF ASIAN AlllERlCAN WOlllEN 

Judy Yung. Chinese Women o f  Pmerica: A -P ic to r ia l  H i s t o r x .  S e a t t l e :  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Washington Press, 1986. 128p. $24.95, ISBN 0-295-96357-3; 
pap., $12.95, ISBN 0-295-96358-1. LC 85-40974. 

Evelyn Nakano Glenn. I s s e i ,  N i s e i ,  War B r i de :  Three Generat ions o f  Japanese 
American Women i n  Domestic Service.  Ph i l ade lph ia :  Temp1 e  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 

986. 2 9 0 ~ .  $29.95, ISBN 0  - 8712Z -412-9. 

4 The h i s t o r y  o f  As ian Americans goes back t o  t he  f r o n t i e r  days o f  t h e  mid- 
n i ne teen th  cen tu ry ,  when Chinese immigrated t o  t h e  West Coast. Since t h a t  
per iod ,  Asian m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  U.S. have exper ienced r a c i a l  and s e x i s t  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  as w e l l  as economic e x p l o i t a t i o n  by power fu l  groups and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A t  t h e  same time, t h e i r  h i s t o r y  i s  a  r i c h  tes tament  o f  
ceaseless s t r u g g l e  -- success fu l  sometimes, hopeless and b loody a t  o t he r  t imes  
-- t o  overcome fo rmidab le  obs tac l es  t o  s u r v i v a l  and t o  bas ic  human r i g h t s .  
As ian women a r e  an impor tan t  and ' inseparab le  p a r t  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r y  -- n o t  o n l y  
as v i c t i m s  o f  rac ism and sexism i n  the  dominant c u l t u r e  and sexism i n  t h e i r  
own e t h n i c  c u l t u r e s ,  bu t  a l s o  as s t r ong  and persever ing  i n d i v i d u a l s .  They 
endured l i f e  in, i s o l a t e d  m in i ng  camps, Chinatown ghet tos,  and on hardscrabble  
farms. On t o p  o f  housework and c h i l d  c a r e  -- be fo re  t h e  conveniences o f  
s toves,  water  faucets ,  supermarkets, and h o s p i t a l s  -- many Asian American - 
women l abo red  l o n g  and hard t o  supplement t h e i r  f a m i l i e s '  incomes, most o f t e n  
w i t h  menial  work. Not o n l y  had t hey  su rv i ved  t he  o rdea l  o f  exodus from t h e i r  
home c o u n t r i e s  w i t hou t  k i n  and c u l t u r a l  networks, b u t  tended t o  t he  day-to-day 
ope ra t i ons  o f  f a m i l y  businesses i n  t h e i r  new wor ld ,  he l d  f a m i l i e s  t oge the r  
w h i l e  f a t h e r s  and husbands were l a b o r i n g  o r  i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  wart ime in te rnment  
camps, and g e n e r a l l y  r oo ted  f a m i l i e s  and communit ies deep i n t o  t h e  b i t t e r s w e e t  
s o i l  o f  America. 

The wea l t h  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  c u r r e n t l y  be ing unearthed, and o r a l  
h i s t o r i e s  f rom the  d i f f e r e n t  genera t ions  o f  Asians i n  America, i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
As ian women have c o n t r i b u t e d  as much as t h e i r  male coun te rpar ts ,  though o f t e n  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways and areas, t o  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  e t h n i c  communit ies 
and t o  deve lop ing  t h i s  count ry .  T h e i r  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a re  u n j u s t l y  
neg lec ted  i n  many mainstream h i s t o r i e s ;  bu t  t h e  " h e r s t o r i e s "  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
and s a c r i f i c e s  made by mothers, s i s t e r s ,  wives, and daughters  have s u f f e r e d  
from even g r e a t e r  n e g l e c t  i n  t he  past.  The two works d iscussed here beg in  t o  
r e c t i  fy t h i s  overs igh t .  



Judy Yung's Chinese Women o f  k e r i c a  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  p i c t o r i a l  h i s t o r y  
t h a t  examines t h e  experience o f  Chinese women i n  America s ince t h e i r  a r r i v a l  
i n  1834. As t h e  preface notes, t h e  book i s  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  overview, a s tep 
toward uncovering a bur ied  past, which Yung hopes w i l l  i n s p i r e  others t o  
f u r t h e r  research and w r i  t i ng .  She pul l e d  together  a rch i va l  research f ind ings ,  
274 o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n te rv iews ,  and 135 photographs ( f rom a s e l e c t i o n  o f  1,000) 
from pub1 i c  and p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  throughout t h e  country.  There are  d i ve rse  
images o f  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  f r o n t i e r  women, doctors,  wives, a i r 1  i n e  p i l o t s ,  
chor ines,  su f f rage t tes ,  telephone operators,  union organizers,  actresses, and 
a r t i s t s ;  toge ther  they  des t roy  t h e  s i l l y ,  one-dimensional Hollywood 
stereotypes o f  Suzy Wong, Dragon Lady, and Lotus Blossom. Yung a lso  provides 
use fu l  appendixes on the  Chinese American female popu la t ion  i n  t he  States,  
t h e i r  major  occupations, and representa t ion  i n  co l l ege  and i n  t he  l a b o r  force. 

P a r t  One covers t he  p ioneer ing  per iod,  1834-1900, g i v i n g  a very b r i e f  
h i s t o r y  o f  women i n  China and o f  e a r l y  a r r i v a l s  and stereotypes t o  be found i n  
America. Yung recounts t he  dismal h i s t o r y  o f  Chinese p r o s t i t u t i o n  dur ing  t h e  
Gold Rush pe r i od  i n  Ca l i fo rn ia .  ( 1 )  Because Chinese women were i n  sho r t  

4 supply  and sexual r e l a t i o n s  between wh i te  women and Chinese men were 
forb idden,  a f l o u r i s h i n g  market was es tab l i shed f o r  t he  impor ta t i on  o f  
p r o s t i t u t e s .  Many Chinese women -- a m a j o r i t y  so ld  by t h e i r  poor f a m i l i e s ,  
kidnapped o r  t r i c k e d  -- were brought t o  America i n  the guise o f  indentured 
servants  o r  mui j a i .  Some were so ld  t o  weal thy c l i e n t s ,  o thers worked i n  
r u r a l  o r  urban bro the ls  u n t i l  they pa id  t h e i r  way out,  escaped, d ied  o f  
disease o r  su i c i de ,  o r  were rescued by Method is t lPresby ter ian  miss ionar ies.  
Th is  sec t i on  o f  t h e  book a lso  b r i e f l y  descr ibes pioneer l i f e  i n  Chinatown 
ghet tos,  i s o l a t e d  r u r a l  areas, and on Hawaiian p lan ta t i ons  and farms where the  
work was o f t e n  back-breaking and menial. ( 2 )  

The second p a r t  o f  t he  book surveys the  years 1900-1945, t r a c i n g  t h e  
ant i -Chinese sentiments, mob v io lence,  and dj,scriminatory laws t h a t  pe rs i s ted  
i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  century.  The U.S. made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Chinese immigrants 

- 
du r i ng  t h i s  pe r i od  t o  s e t t l e  as c i t i z e n s ,  own land, o r  e s t a b l i s h  fami l ies .  I t 
was a brave Asian woman who attempted t o  en ter  t h e  U.S. desp i te  exc lus ionary  
immigra t ion  l e g i s l a t i o n  -- she o f t e n  faced h u m i l i a t i n g  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and/or 
de ten t i on  on Angel Is land,  and hard economic t imes and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  dur ing  
t h e  Depression. ( 3 )  s his was a lso  a per iod  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  f o r  the second 
genera t ion  women, who were in f luenced by "Western ideas o f  women's equa l i t y , "  
and who "exerc ised a g rea te r  degree o f  independence and soc ia l  consciousness 
than t h e i r  predecessors i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  more f u l l y  i n  a l a r g e r  
society."  (p.40) The women's su f f rage  movement i n  k e r i c a ,  as w e l l  as China's 
1911 Republican Revolut ion and 1919 May Four th Movement, a l l  had an impact on 
these women. Some o f  them jo ined  women's o rgan iza t ions  and l a b o r  unions, and 
embarked on t r a d i t i o n a l l y  male careers such as a i r l i n e  p i l o t  and doctor .  

The book's t h i r d  sec t i on  looks a t  Chinese k e r i c a n  women o f  t h e  post- 
World War 11 per iod,  1945-85, dur ing  which t ime women cont inued a c t i v e l y  
pursuing and e f f e c t i n g  s o c i a l  change f o r  themselves, t h e i r  fami l  i es ,  and 
communities. During t h e  1960s, w i t h  i t s  C i v i l  R ights Movement, many women 
became community a c t i v i s t s  and advocates f o r  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  women's r i g h t s ,  
a f f i r m a t i v e  ac t ion ,  and e thn ic  s tud ies  programs. There was a1 so s t rong 



i n t e r e s t  i n  forming Asian h e r i c a n  women's groups t o  f i g h t  f o r  equal pay, t h e  
expansion o f  career  choices, and an improved image o f  m i n o r i t y  women as a  
whole. 

Though Asian American women have made advances, Yung leaves the reader 
w i t h  t he  c l e a r  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  many Asian women must s t i l l  contend w i t h  
economic hardship, d i sc r im ina t i on ,  and a s s i m i l a t i o n  problems. For instance, 
though job  oppo r tun i t i es  have improved, s t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  they  o f t e n  do n o t  
have t h e  same earn ing power as wh i te  men and women w i t h  comparable 
backgrounds. Many Asian h e r i c a n  women, especia l  l y  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  
immigrants, have been s t r a t i f i e d  i n t o  dead-end jobs t h a t  command low pay and 
low pres t ige .  

I n  her book I sse i ,  Nise i ,  War Bride: Three Generations o f  Japanese 
American Women i n  Domestic Service, Evelyn Nakano Glenn pursues i n  d e t a i l  t he  
dynamics o f  one such low-prest ige occupation: domestic serv ice.  She be l ieves  - 
immigrant women's l abo r  must be recognized as d i s t i n c t  i n  many ways from t h a t  
o f  men, and s tud ied  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  such f a c t o r s  as i t s  e f f e c t s  on f a m i l y  
economics, gender, and reproduc t ive  issues. Three generat ions o f  Japanese 
women t a l k  about coping w i t h  t h e i r  employment and how t h i s  work r e l a t e s  t o  
f a m i l y  and community 1  i fe. The i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r v i  ews, group experiences, and 

, s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the women are s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  a  c r i t i c a l  model t h a t  
employs the  dual economy and dual l a b o r  market paradigms i n  economics and the 
i n t e r n a l  co lon ia l i sm view on race r e l a t i o n s  i n  sociology. Glenn u t i l i z e s  the  
model t o  d iscuss the e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  such ca tegor ies  as women, m i n o r i t i e s ,  
migrants,  and youth  i n  labor - in tens ive ,  low-wage and low-status jobs i n  the 
American economy. 

I n  t h i s  d e t a i l e d  s o c i o l o g i c a l / h i  s t o r i c a l  study, Glenn a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  
d i sp ropo r t i ona te  concent ra t ion  o f  Japanese women i n  domestic serv ice,  from t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  century t o  t h e  present, t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  -- among 
them, l a c k  o f  Eng l i sh  language and techn ica l  s k i 1  1s; household 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  and t h e i r  s ta tus  as immigrants and women o f  c o l o r  i n  a  race- 
and g e n d e r - s t r a t i f i e d  l o c a l  l abo r  market; She se ts  up an i n t e r e s t i n g  
comparat ive framework f o r  analyz ing t h e  h i s t d r i c a l  re1 a t i o n s h i p  between 
r a c i a l - e t h n i c  subord inat ion,  female immigrat ion, and domestic serv ice.  A 
compel l i n g  p a t t e r n  s p e c i f i c  t o  a l l  people o f  c o l o r  (as opposed t o  European 
immigrants) i n  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  forms o f  l abo r  emerges i n  Glenn's ana l ys i s  o f  
domestic serv ice.  Denied basic p o l i t i c a l  and l e g a l  r i g h t s  and wa l led  i n  by 
racism, people o f  c o l o r  o f t en  f i n d  themselves t racked i n t o  domestic se rv i ce  
and o the r  low-status, low-paying c l e r i c a l ,  menial, o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  work, 
regard1 ess o f  educat ion o r  generation. Further,  Glenn be1 ieves t h a t  t he  
"successfu l  model m i n o r i t y "  concept f o r  Japanese Americans and o ther  Asian 
m i n o r i t i e s  i s  a  ser ious d i s t o r t i o n  which o b l i t e r a t e s  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
connect ion w i t h  o ther  oppressed m i n o r i t i e s  and does no t  account f u l l y  f o r  t he  
" f a i l u r e  as we l l  as success, shat tered dreams as we l l  as achievement, and 
cont inued b a r r i e r s  as we l l  as new oppor tun i t ies . "  (p.7) 

The book i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  th ree  major areas. I n  t he  f i r s t  sect ion,  Glenn 
exp lo res  the  s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  context  o f  Japanese immigrat ion 
and se t t lement  i n  America; women's p o s i t i o n  and r o l e  i n  t he  development o f  
e t h n i c  communities; and the  development o f  l abo r  f o rce  a c t i v i t y  o f  t he  th ree  



generat ions o f  Japanese i n  America -- i s s e i ,  n i s e i ,  and war b r ides ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  the San Francisco Bay Area. The second sec t i on  d e t a i l s  the  career  
experiences o f  Japanese American women i n  domestic serv ice,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  s t r u c t u r a l  cond i t ions  o f  the  work and women's s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  
dea l i ng  w i t h  them. Glenn t races  the complex p o s i t i o n  o f  these women i n  
Japanese and American c u l t u r a l  systems, and descr ibes t h e i r  personal f e e l i n g s  
about the  work and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  employers and fam i l i es .  While many 
women speak o f  t he  monotony, fragmentation, m i  ndlessness, low-status, and 
s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  domestic labor ,  they  a l so  t a l k  about t h e i r  
s t r a t e g i e s  o f  coping, o f  ma in ta in ing  d igni ty lmeaning and an independent 
i d e n t i t y  i n  a  " s i t u a t i o n  where one i s  pe rsona l l y  subordinated and accorded 
l i t t l e  respect." (p.168) The oppo r tun i t y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the  s u r v i v a l  and 
betterment o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  i s  a  source o f  deep s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  many o f  these 
women. 

I n  the  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  Glenn deals  w i t h  another area r e l a t e d  t o  women's 
work -- the  fami ly .  She discusses the  problematic s i t u a t i o n  o f  m i n o r i t y  women 
i n  regard t o  the  "dual na ture  o f  t he  fam i l y  as both an ins t rument  i n  the 
s u r v i v a l  o f  r a c i a l - e t h n i c s  and an arena f o r  i n t e r n a l  gender s t r u g g l e  over  
power and resources." (p.20) I n  the  face o f  economic su rv i va l ,  race  and c lass  
d i sc r im ina t i on ,  and o the r  t h rea ts ,  the  " c o n f l i c t  over i n e q u i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
f a m i l y  may be muted by the  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  pressure on the  f a m i l y  t o  u n i t e  
aga ins t  assau l ts  from outs ide  i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  (p.192) However, w h i l e  the  
reproduc t ive  l a b o r  o f  many Asian women mainta ins the  fam i l y  as a  f r o n t  f o r  
c u l t u r a l  res is tance,  i t  a1 so o f t e n  conf ines them t o  subordinate p o s i t i o n s  
w i t h i n  the  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  fami ly .  The movement o f  these women i n t o  the  
l a b o r  market a f f e c t s  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  l abo r ,  gender ro les ,  and 
economy w i t h i n  m i n o r i t y  fami 1  i es. 

I s s e i ,  Nise i ,  War Br ide  i s  h i g h l y  recommended f o r  i t s  broad and d e t a i l e d  
a n a l y s i s  o f  an of ten-neglected area o f  women's l a b o r  h i s t o r y  -- domestic 
serv ice,  which , s t i l l  employs many women o f  c o l o r  --  and f o r  i t s  cons ide ra t i on  
o f  t he  deeply d i s t u r b i n g  na ture  o f  labor_systems i n  America and o f  t he  
consequences o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  race- and gqnder -s t ra t i  f l e d  systems f o r  
m i n o r i t y  women, t h e i r  fami l ies,  and communities. 

Both Yung and Glenn reveal  t he  var ious r o l e s  Asian women have assumed i n  
t h e i r  long, t u r b u l e n t  h i s t o r y  i n  America. Progress has been made i n  t he  
s t a t u s  and r o l e s  o f  many Asian American women through movements t h a t  a t tempt  
t o  w in  f o r  a l l  women soc ia l  and economic equa l i t y .  But  i t  i s  a1 so very c l e a r  
t h a t  n o t  on ly  gender but  race, c l ass  and c u l t u r e  a re  s i g n i f i c a n t  b a r r i e r s  t o  
f u l l  e q u a l i t y  f o r  Asians and o the r  m i n o r i t i e s .  It i s  important,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t he  mainstream women's movement, t o  gain a  t r u e r  understanding o f  t he  
d a i l y  r e a l i t i e s  and issues o f  m i n o r i t y  women i n  areas such as education, 
fami ly ,  housing, heal th ,  v iolence, poverty,  employment, d i sc r im ina t i on ,  and 
c u l t u r a l  adjustment. I f  we a re  t o  devise and implement workable s t r a t e g i e s  
f o r  change, t he re  must be a  more i n teg ra ted  and open approach t o  the  d i ve rse  
concerns o f  m i n o r i t y  people i n  a  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  America. 

-- Wendy Ho 



[Yendy Ho i s  it d i s s e r t a t o r  i n  t h e  Eng l ish  Department, UW-Madison. She has 
taught  t n  the E n g l i s h  Department and t h e  Wmenls Studies Program, and i s  a. 
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