
a quarterly of womenls studies resources 
summer 1987 

T R B E  O F  CONTENTS 
mom THE EDITORS 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

P l a n n i n g  and e v a l u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  L i b r a r i a n ' s  o f f i c e  and f o r  
Systemwide women's s t u d i e s .  

FEmlNlST VISIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Sex, Druys and AIDS, a  p r o b l e m a t i c  f i l m  f o r  s e x u a l i t y  - 

educat ion ,  rev iewed by E l i z a b e t h  E l l s w o r t h  and Mariamne Whatley. 

CENTCR FOR RESEARCH ON U J O ~ E ~ ,  ~ E ~ P H I S  STATE UNIVERSITY. . . . . . .  7 
A l o o k  a t  t h e  Research C lea r inghouse 's  d a t a  bases on women o f  

c o l o r  and Southern women, p l u s  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  Center.  

NEWS F A O m  UUJ-UJHITEUJATEA.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
By Karen Ki  rst-Ashman. 

FEmlNlSTPlJBLlSHlNG. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 
Repor ts  on two new presses,  t h e  f i r s t  women's l i s t  f rom an 

A f r i c a n  p u b l i s h e r ,  and t ~ o  address changes. 

NEW REFERENCE UJORHS IN WOmEN'S STUDIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 
New sources i n c l u d e  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ;  an 

e n c y c l o p e d i a ;  a  gu ide  t o  l e g a l  r i g h t s ;  an a t l a s ;  an index  t o  
B l a c k  women's p o e t r y ;  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  on t h e  ERA; f o u r  
d i r e c t o r i e s ;  a  t r a v e l  gu ide;  and handbooks on t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  
Jane Austen and I r i s  Murdoch. 

C o n t i  nued on n e x t  page 

EDITORS: Susan Searing, Women's Studies Librarian and Linda Shult , 
Women's Studies Specialist. Graphic Rrtist: moema Furtado. Typist: Hilary Bruce 
U~IVEASITY OF U I ISCO~SI~  S Y S T C ~  ll2A memorial Library 728 State St. 
madison. UII 53706 (608) 263-5754 



Cont inued f rom page one 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  PER~ODICAC NOTES .17 
New p e r i o d i c a l s  on: Black l esb ians  and gays; gender and 

s o c i e t y ;  domest ic  v io lence ;  l e s b i a n  p u b l i s h i n g ;  women i n  
ph i l osophy ;  sexual  assau l t ;  Black women i n  t h e  d iaspora ;  women's 
s p i r i t u a l i t y  ; Wiscons in  women; women i n  China; i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
women's i ssues ;  and women's en t rep reneursh ip  i n  A f r i c a .  

Spec ia l  i ssues  on: r a r e  works i n  women's s tud ies ;  Japanese 
women; u p p e r - l e v e l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s; c r i t i q u e s  o f  popu la r  c u l t u r e ;  
t e l e v i s i o n ,  gender, and c r i t i c i s m ;  women i n  eny i  n e e r i  ny and 
eng i  n e e r i  ng educat ion ;  women i n  a n t i q u i t y  ; communication 
s c h o l a r s h l p  and f e m i n i s t  s t u d i e s ;  men's s t u d i e s ;  sex 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  academia; women and memory; I r i s h  women's 
w r i t i n g ;  research on Ingeborg  Bachmann; sexual  d i f f e r e n c e ;  modern 
c r i t i c a l  t heo ry ;  and women i n  t h e  p r e c o l  l e g i  a t e  cu r r i cu lum.  

Ceased p u b l i c a t i o n :  Women's D l  a r i e s :  A  q u a r t e r l y  Newsle t te r .  

A u d i o v i s u a l s  and t e a c h l n g  m a t e r i d l s  on women i n  A f r i c a ,  Asia,  
L a t i n  America, and o t h e r  n a t i o n s ;  d t e a c h i n g  packet  p l u s  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  w r i t i n g  about women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ;  resources . 

4 on sex e q u l t y  i n  educa t ion  and i n  t h e  new n a t i o n a l  r e t i r e m e n t  
l e y i s  l a t i o n ;  aud io  tapes on women's s p i r i t u a l i t y  and a l s o  by 
l e s b i a n  poe ts ;  r a r e ,  o u t - o f  - p r i  n t  and f o r e i  gn-language book 
sources;  m i c r o f i l m  records  o f  t h e  U.S. Dept. o f  Labor ' s  Women's 
Bureau; and a  s u b s c r i b e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e  on women's po l  i t i c a l  
s t a t u s .  

UISCONSIN UBLIOGFIAPHIES IN W O ~ N ' S  STUDIES . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 
A r e a d i n g  l i s t  on goddesses and goddess worship,  and a  

b i  b l  i oy raphy  on Asian women i n  America. 

BOOK REV~EUIS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27  
F r i e n d s h i p  i n  women's l i v e s ,  b y  Bever l y  fordon.  
French feminism: r e c e n t  Anglophone pub l  i ca t i , ons ,  b y  L o r r a i n e  

Gauth ier .  

Feminist Co l lec t i ons  i s  pub l ished by Susan E. Searing, UU 
Sr j tem Women's Stodies L l b r a r i a n .  112A Metnorla1 L lb ra ry .  728 
S t a t e  S t ree t .  Madison. Wisconsin 53706. Phone: (608) 263- 
5754. Edi tors :  Susan E. Searing. Linda Shult .  Graphics: 
Moema Furtado. l S S l  0742-7441. Subscr ip t ions are f r e e  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and o rgan iza t ions  affiliated w i t h  t h e  IIW System; 
$5. W l y e a r  fo r  i n d i v l d u a l s  and n o n p r o f i t  women's programs i n  
Wfsconsin ($15.013 ou ts ide  Wisconsin); and $10.00/par f o r  
I i b r a r i c r  and ~ t h r  organizat ions i n  C(isconsin ($30.00 ou ts ide  
Ufscons in) .  Add S5.d f o r  surface ma i l  o r  $10.00 f o r  a i r m a i l  
o u t s i d e  the  U.S. Subscr tp t ions cover a l l  p u b l t c a t i o n s  issued 
by  t h e  M e n ' s  Studies L i b r a r i a n ,  i n c l u d i n g  Femin is t  
Col l ~ c t i o n s ,  Femin is t  Pe r iod ica l s ,  New B o o k s ~ n  6 
~emln ism,  and b i b l i o u r a ~ h i e s .  d l r e c t o r i e s .  and occasional 
pub l  l c a t i o n s  produce; throughout the  year: 



I n s p i r e d  by t h e  Regents' r ecen t  r e p o r t  on t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Wisconsin System, d i r e c t o r s  o f  severa l  System women's s tud ies  programs have 
come t o g e t h e r  t o  p lan  f u t u r e  cooperat ive a c t i v i t i e s ,  seek ou ts i de  funding, and 
e s t a b l i s h  a  f i r m e r  base o f  i n t e r - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  suppor t  f o r  f e m i n i s t  
scho la rsh ip .  Such p lann ing  r e l a t e s  d i r e c t l y  t o  our  work i n  t h e  Women's 
S tud ies  L i b r a r i a n ' s  o f f i c e ,  and promises new r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and chal lenges 
i n  t h e  months and years  t o  come. There has, o f  course, always been a  
mechanism f o r  p lann ing  and eva lua t i ng  o f f i c e  a c t i v i t i e s  through t h e  Systemwide 
Adv isory  Panel t o  t h e  Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n .  I n  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l ,  I ' d  l i k e  
t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  panel ' s  r o l e  and t h e  complementary o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  new 
committee o f  women's s tud ies  d i r e c t o r s .  

As ou r  Wisconsin readers know, t h e  UW i s  a  system o f  twenty -s ix  campuses, 
r ang ing  from two-year co l  leges se rv ing  t h e i r  l o c a l  communities t o  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  recognized doc to ra l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Madison and Milwaukee. As 
t h e  Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n ,  I serve a  l a r g e  and v a r i e d  const i tuency.  

1 The Advisory Panel l i n k s  my o f f i c e ,  women's s tud ies  programs, and campus 
1  i b r a r i e s .  The c u r r e n t  panel members are:  E d i t h  B j o r k l  und ( l i  b ra r i an ,  UW- 
Milwaukee), Cara Chel l  ( adm in i s t ra to r ,  UW System), E i l e e n  Diambra (1 i bra r i an ,  
UW-Eau C l a i r e ) ,  D. Kaye Gapen ( l i b r a r i a n ,  UW-Madison), E s t e l l a  Lau te r  
( f a c u l t y ,  UW-Green Bay), Janet  Polansky ( f a c u l t y ,  UW-Stout), J u d i t h  P ryo r  
( 1  i b r a r i a n ,  UW-Parkside), A l i c e  Rand le t t  ( l i  b r a r i a n l f a c u l  t y ,  UW-Stevens 
P o i n t ) ,  Jacque l ine  Ross ( f a c u l t y ,  UW-Plattevi 1  l e  and UW Centers),  and Rachel 
Skal i t z k y  ( f a c u l t y ,  UW-Milwaukee). The s tudent  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  panel i s  
vacant a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g .  

G i v i n g  me general d i r e c t i o n  and eva lua t i ng  qy progress a re  t h e  panel ' s  
p r ime  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  N a t u r a l l y  I consu-lt w i t h  f acu l t y ,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  and 
women's s t u d i e s  program d i r e c t o r s  on each o f  t o e  UW campuses, b u t  I can t u r n  
t o  t h e  panel f o r  a  wider  v i s i o n  o f  System needs ahd p r i o r i t i e s .  Whi le t h e  UW 
System A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  prov ides ove rs igh t  a t  t h e  h ighes t  l e v e l ,  and t h e  UW- 
Madison 1  i b r a r y  (where my o f f i c e  i s  l oca ted )  copes w i t h  day-to-day ope ra t i ona l  
mat te rs ,  i t  i s  t h e  panel t h a t  debates s t i c k y  p o l i c y  issues and makes 
recommendations. What are reasonable charges f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  pub1 i c a t i o n s ?  To 
whom should t h e  o f f i c e  t a r g e t  i t s  serv ices?  How should I balance my 
commitments t o  l o c a l ,  s ta te ,  and n a t i o n a l  p r o j e c t s ?  I n  what concre te  ways 
can  t h e  o f f i c e  support  c u r r i c u l a r  development throughout  t h e  System? These 
a r e  examples o f  t h e  concerns t h e  panel takes up r e g u l a r l y .  

Members o f  t h e  panel have a l s o  been generous w i t h  adv ice on personnel and 
u n i v e r s i t y  p o l i t i c s .  They a r e  ab le  advocates f o r  women's studi.es, savvy i n  
t h e  ways o f  academic bureaucracy and dedicated t o  improv ing l i b r a r y  suppor t  
f o r  f e m i n i s t  scholarsh ip.  A t  i t s  f i n a l  meet ing o f  t h e  academic year ,  t h e  
panel  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  phi losophy o f  s e r v i c e  t h a t  d r i v e s  our o f f i c e ,  c l a r i f i e d  
my r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  UW l i b r a r i e s  and women's s tud ies  programs, and ca l - led 
f o r  a  renewed emphasis on outreach. Our o f f i c e  w i l l  mark i t s  t e n t h  b i r t h d a y  
t h i s  autumn, so i t ' s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t ime f o r  t h e  s t a f f ,  t h e  Advisory Panel, t h e  
p lann ing  group o f  women's s tud ies  d i r e c t o r s ,  and me t o  t ake  s tock o f  our 
accomplishments and env i s i on  new d i  rec t ions .  



I n  nW opinion, women's s tud ies  I n  t he  UW i s  en te r i ng  a second stage of - 
a c t i v i s m  and a new pe r i od  o f  growth. The evo l v ing  network o f  UW women's 
s tud ies  programs i s  look ing ahead t o  new and expanded endeavors i n  teaching 
and research, as we1 1 as new i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  resource sharing; and women's 
s tud ies  f a c u l t y  and admin i s t ra to rs  a re  beginning t o  dream o f  new l i b r a r y -  
r e l a t e d  services. A t  a t ime  when women's s tud ies  classes top  the  FTE 
enro l lment  s t a t i s t i c s  a t  several  campuses, nea r l y  a l l  t he  programs remain 
s o r e l y  under-funded and under-s taf fed.  The Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n  can 
o f f e r  these programs c r u c l a l  ass is tance f o r  s t rengthening resources, r e v i s i n g  
t h e  curr icu lum, and impar t ing  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  research s k i  11 s. 

I ' 11 cont inue t o  r e p o r t  Systemwide developments i n  FC. Meanwh i 1 e, I ' m  
d e l i g h t e d  t o  be working w i t h  bo th  t h e  Advisory Panel a n T t h e  women's s tud ies  
p lann ing  committee. I leave meetings w i t h  my head spinning and my enthusiasm 
a t  an a l l  - t ime high. 

FEmlNlST VISIONS 
4 

SEX, DRUGS AND AIDS, A PROBLEMATIC FILM FOR SEXUALITY EDUCATION 

Near ly  every recent  promotional brochure f o r  hea l t h - re la ted  educat ional  
media h i g h l i g h t s  new resources f o r  teach ing  about AIDS. Because o f  t h e  r a p i d  
pro1 i f e r a t i o n  o f  these mater ia ls ,  and t h e  complexS t y  o f  t h e  issues. surrounding 
AIDS, i t  i s  c r u c i a l  t h a t  such resources be examined c r i t i c a l l y .  Recent ly  we 
had the  oppo r tun i t y  t o  evaluate Sex, Druys and AIDS, a con t rove rs ia l  f i l m  t h a t  
has received wide p u b l i c i t y  and c r i t i c a l  acc la im a?id i s  c u r r e n t l y  being used 
i n  middle and h i y h  schools across t h e  .country. I n  a j o i n t  meeting o f  two 
u n i v e r s i t y  c lasses (one on c r i t i c a l  media ana l ys l s  and t h e  other  on sex 
educa~t ion  f o r  the  p u b l i c  schools),  we viewed aryd c r i t i q u e d  t h e  f - i l m ,  We 
focused on how t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  and the  f i l m ' s  form and s t y l e  
combine t o  c rea te  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  view on a number o f  issues: 
homophobia, racism, t he  sexual a c t i v i t y  o f  young people, what c o n s t i t u t e s  
"sa fe  sex," who has r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  safe sex, and t h e  impact o f  AIDS on 
young people 's  l i ves .  

Sex, Druys and AIDS i s  an eighteen-ml nu te  f i l m  in tended f o r  ayes f i f t e e n  
through young adu l t .  Rae Dawn Chong, f a m i l i a r  t o  young audiences from he r  
appeardnces i n  Fame and The Co lor  Purple, ac ts  as an on-camera n a r r a t o r  who i s  
a l s o  a r o l e  m o d m o r  the  audience. She in t roduces  sho r t  segments t h a t  
address severa l  issues about AIDS: t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  con t rac t i ng  AIDS; t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  AIDS can be t ransmi t t ed  through sexual contact ,  shar iny  o f  I - V  
needles, and b lood t rans fus ions ;  "sa fe  sex" def ined as use o f  condoms; and t h e  
reminder t h a t  no p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  yraup i s  t o  blame f o r  AIDS. 

The s t y l e  o f  p resen ta t i on  incorpora tes  a number o f  popu la r  f i l m  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  formats considered access ib le  and i n t e r e s t i  ng to2young  people. A 
rock v i d e o - l i k e  segment, i n t e r c u t  with graphics s t a t i n g  "AIDS i s  hard t o  get," 
d e p i c t s  some types o f  casual sexual con tac t  t h a t  would not t r a n s m i t  AIDS. A 



s e r i e s  o f  AIDS v ic t ims,  por t rayed i n  extreme close-up, g i ve  grim, courtroom- 
l i k e  t es t imon ies  o f  how they each acqui red t h e  disease (and how one woman 
passed i t  on t o  her  baby). I n  a documentary-style s t r e e t  scene, two young 
people shoot up, shar ing a needle. An i n t ima te ,  pas te l ,  s o f t l y - 1  i t  g i  r l - t a l  k  
scene (remi n i  scent o f  c u r r e n t  t e l e v i  s i  on tampon commerci a1 s )  i nvol  ves th ree  
young women d iscuss ing  dec is ions  about i n t e r c o u r s e  and condom use. I n  a 
f i  nal  , emotional dramat izat ion,  t h e  o lde r  b ro the r  o f  a  gay AIUS v i c t i m  argues 
a g a i n s t  homophobia on a personal ized basis. 

Whi le  i t appears t h a t  t h e  f i l m  i s  unde rcu t t i ng  homophobic a t t i t u d e s  
concern ing AIDS, t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  f i l m  u l t i m a t e l y  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  view t h a t  
gay men are both t h e  pr imary v i c t ims  and c a r r i e r s  o f  t h e  v i rus .  For example, 
t h e  f i l m  opens w i t h  a gay man who t e l l s  us he i s  dy ing  o f  AIDS i n  terms t h a t  
l i n k  t h e  disease t o  h i s  l i f e s t y l e .  Near t h e  end o f  the  test imony sequence, 
which inc ludes  another gay man, a woman says she cont rac ted  AIDS through 
sexual r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a c a r r i e r .  The woman's experience might apply t o  
anyone, gay o r  heterosexual.  However, separa t ion  o f  t h e  gay men a t  t h e  
beg inn ing  o f  t h e  f i l m  and again i n  t h i s  sequence s h i f t s  t h e  focus from modes 
o f  t ransmiss ion  t o  a t - r i s k  groups, and r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  assoc ia t i on  o f  AIUS w i t h  
homosexuality. Homophobia ' i s  f u r t h e r  re in fo rced  by Rae Dawn Chong's d e l i  very 
o f  a  l i n e  about anal in te rcourse ,  i n  which her  f a c i a l  expression r e g i s t e r s  

* d i  syust.  The assumptioti t h a t  t h e  audience i s  heterosexual and w i l l  share her  
d i scomfo r t  w i t h  t h e  t o p i c  serves t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  gay men as "Other." There a re  
s i m i l a r  problems w i t h  t h e  dramat iza t ion  d e a l i  ng w i t h  homophobia. The young 
man who l o s t  a  gay b r o t h e r  t o  AIDS i s  o f f e r e d  as a model f o r  to lerance.  He 
argues t h a t  even though he doesn 't l i k e  homosexuality, "it I s  a f r e e  country" ;  
t h a t  gay men proved themselves a model m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  ways they took care of  
h i s  dy ing  bro ther ;  and t h a t  a gay man cou ld  be somebody's k i d  brother .  He 
ends h i s  d i r e c t  address t o  t h e  audience w i t h  a phys ica l  t h r e a t  t o  anyone who 
blames - h i s  k i d  b ro the r  f o r  AIDS. 

As w i t h  homophobic p o r t r a y a l s  o f  .the connect ions between AIDS and gay men, 
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r a c i s t  dep i c t i ons  o f  l i n k s  between AIUS and Blacks i s  high. 
The news media, f o r  example, have overemphasiqd the  v i  r us '  A f r i c a n  o r i g i  n, 
w i t h  coverage focusing on t h e  t h r e a t  o f  i n f e c t i o n  t o  t h e  West, r a t h e r  than on 
t h e  major h e a l t h  problem AIDS poses f o r  Af r icans.  I n  Sex, Drugs and AIDS, t h e  
n a r r a t o r  i s  Black, and one o f  t h e  t e s t i m o n i a l s  i s  given by a Black woman who 
says she got AIDS from her  p a r t n e r  and passed i t  on t o  her baby. According t o  
d a t a  from the  recent  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on AIDS h e l d  i n  Washington, DC, 
people c o n t r a c t i n g  AIDS i n  t he  U.S. through heterosexual contact  a re  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  Black women whose pa r tne rs  a re  in t ravenous drug users. The 
f a c t  t h a t  t he  f i l m ' s  I V  drug users a re  white,  as a re  the  young women 
d i scuss ing  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  and sa fe  sex, avoids connect ion o f  these issues t o  
t h e  Black community i n  a s t e r e o t y p i c a l  way. However, i t  a l s o  avoids dea l ing  
w i t h  t he  r e a l i t i e s  o f  AIDS as a h e a l t h  concern f o r  Blacks, i n v o l v i n g  spec ia l  
economic and h i s t o r i c a l  pressures t h a t  have l e d  t o  h igh  numbers o f  teenage 
pregnancies, I V  drug use, and inadequate access t o  h e a l t h  and prenata l  ca re  i n  
urban Black communities. Obviously, a l l  o f  these issues cannot be ra i sed  i n  a 
s h o r t  f i l m  aimed a t  t h e  schools. However, f i lmmakers and teachers concerned 
w i t h  reaching teenage audiences must ask whether t he  form and content  o f  Sex, 
Drugs and AIDS w i l l  appeal t o  teenage Blacks. 



The segment o f  t h e  f i l m  t h a t  deals w i t h  decision-maki ng around sexual 
a c t i v i t y  and "safe sex" fea tures  young, white,  heterosexual women. This  scene 
o f f e r s  fast-paced, na tu ra l  I s t i c  conversa t ion  among t h r e e  a t t r a c t i v e  h igh  
schoolers.  One takes on t h e  r o l e  o f  a  sens ib le  young woman having i n t e r c o u r s e  
and us ing  condoms; a second uses t h e  p i l l  b u t  no condom, desp i t e  awareness of 
s e x u a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  diseases; and a t h i r d  i s  t r y i n g  t o  decide whether t o  
become sexual l y  ac t i ve ,  t h e  negat ive f a c t o r s  be ing  cont racept ion  and t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  disease. No one o f f e r s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  young woman 
c o u l d  choose no t  t o  have i n te rcou rse ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  a re  sexua l l y  p leasurab le  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  Th is  f i l m ,  i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  c u r r e n t  sex 
educat ion  mater i  a1 s, assumes t h a t  sexual a c t i v i t y  equals i n te rcou rse  -- t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "safe sex," t he re fo re ,  becomes use o f  condoms. Though " A I D S  i s  
ha rd  t o  ge t "  v i a  casual contact,  i t  i s  much eas ie r  t o  con t rac t  i f  semen i s  
present ,  and w h i l e  condoms reduce t h e  r i s k ,  they a r e  a1 so known t o  leak  and 
break. The f i l m  does no t  address the  f a c t  t h a t  condoms are much more 
e f f e c t i v e  bo th  as cont racept ives  and i n  p revent ing  t h e  spread o f  A I D S  when 
used i n  combinat ion w i t h  spermilcides l e t h a l  t o  t h e  A I D S  v i rus .  The f i l m  t hus  
fo l l ows  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  o the r  educat ional  media i n  i t s  guarantee o f  
u n q u a l i f i e d  success t o  viewers who s imply f o l l o w  t h e  advice o f  t h e  n a r r a t o r -  
exper t .  The f a c t  t h a t  no males a re  Invo l ved  i n  t h e  sa fe  sex d iscuss ion  a l s o  
p laces  the  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  once more on females. The i m p l i e d  assumption 

, i n  t h i s  segment i s  t h a t  a1 1, o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of ,  h i gh  school s tudents 
d r e  sexua l l y  a c t i v e  -- equated w i t h  in te rcourse ,  i n  t h i s  context  -- and such 
an assumption can r e i n f o r c e  peer pressure. 

D e s ~ i t e  i t s  f laws, Sex, Druys and AIDS, i f  i n t e r p r e t e d  c r i t i c a l l y ,  can be 
usefu l  i n  t h e  context  o f  a  sex educat ion class. The f i l m  migh t  be used as an 
example o f  how teenage s e x u a l i t y  and AIDS are being de f i ned  and discussed i n  
contemporary s e x u a l i t y  education, and how f i l m s  use t h e i r  forms and s t y l e s  t o  
i n v i t e  viewers t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  view. Unfor tunate ly ,  
t h e  danger i s  t h a t  teachers w i l l  use t h i s  f i l m  as an i s o l a t e d  classroom 
exper ience r a t h e r  than as p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e $  c r i t i c a l  d iscuss ion  about issues o f  
gender, sexual o r i e n t  a t  ion,  and sexual'i ty. 

-- E l i zabe th ,  E l l swor th  and 
Mariamne What1 ey 

[E l i zabe th  E l l s w o r t h  i s  an Ass i s tan t  Pro fessor  i n  t h e  Department o f  Cur r i cu lum 
and I n s t r u c t i o n ,  and a member o f  t h e  Women's Studies Program a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Wisconsi n-Madi son. She teaches courses i n  media c r i t i c i s m  and c r i t i c a l  
v i deo  product ion.  She has a specia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  ways t h a t  audiences ( l i k e  
t h e  f e m i n i s t  community) r e s i s t  p a t r i a r c h a l  , r a c i s t ,  and c l a s s i s t  d iscourses i n  
dominant media events, and r e i n t e r p r e t  those events so t h a t  they  a re  use fu l  
w i t h i n  t h e  audience's cu r ren t  p o l i t i c a l  s t rugyles. ]  

[Mariamne Whatley i s  an Ass i s tan t  Pro fessor  w i t h  a j o i n t  appointment i n  
Women's Studies and Cur r icu lum and I n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin- 
Madison. She teaches women's h e a l t h  and b i o l o g y  and d i r e c t s  t he  Hea l th  
Educat ion Program. Her research i nvo l ves  a f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  ways i n  
which h e a l t h  and s e x u a l i t y  a re  taught  .] 

Sex, Druys and AIDS. 18 min. O.D.N. Product ions, 74 Varick S t .  #304, New 
York, NY 10013. Rental  (VHS, 3 /4 - inch  tape, 16mm f i l m ) :  $85 p e r  week. 



Where would you go t o  f i n d  a da ta  base o f  works on women o f  c o l o r  i n  t h e  
Un i ted  States which can be searched by race, c lass ,  o r  reg ion? You c a n ' t  
b e l i e v e  the re  i s  such a t h i n g ?  Then j o i n  t h e  growing number o f  researchers 
d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  Center f o r  Research on Women a t  Memphis S ta te  Un ive rs i t y .  Now 
i n  i t s  f i f t h  year o f  operat ion,  w i t h  a s t a f f  o f  about twenty, t h e  Center 
focuses on s o c i a l  science and h i s t o r i c a l  ma te r i a l s  on women o f  c o l o r  i n  the  
U.S. and on Southern women. 

One of t h e  Center 's  key p r o j e c t s  i s  a Research Clearinghouse, a computer- 
based in fo rmat ion  r e t r i e v a l  system t h a t  inc ludes  th ree  da ta  bases: a )  a f i l e  
o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c i t a t i o n s  t o  works on the  yroups ta rge ted  by t h e  Center; b) a 
"human resource f i l e "  o f  more than 150 researchers, o f f e r i n g  i n fo rma t i on  on 
areas o f  research, i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  and both publ ished and 
unpubl ished work; and c )  a vocabulary o f  keyword desc r i p to rs  (based on a 
thesaurus o f  terms developed by t h e  Nat ional  Counci l  f o r  Research on Women) 
T o r  searching more e f f i c i e n t l y .  The b i b l i o y r a p h i c  data base o f  2,500t 
references inc ludes  research produced s ince  1975 i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  soc io logy,  
anthropology, economics, p o l i t i c a l  science, h i s t o r y ,  women 's s tudies,  e t h n i c  
s tud ies ,  s o c i a l  psycholoyy and education. Each i tem i n  t h e  da ta  base i s  
indexed by up t o  e i g h t  keyword desc r i p to rs .  The types o f  works referenced 
range from books, chapters i n  books, and j ou rna l  a r t i c l e s  t o  unpubl ished work 
( i n c l u d i  ng doc to ra l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s ) ,  work i n  proyress, and non -p r i n t  items. 
The Nat iona l  Counci l  f o r  Research on Women, o f  which t h e  Center a t  Memphis i s  
a member, env is ions  a network o f  speci a1 i zed  clear inghouses, each c o l l e c t i n g  
and computer iz ing b i b l i o y r a p h i c  i n fo rma t i on  i n  a sub jec t  area. These reg iona l  
da ta  bases cou ld  eventual l y  be pooled and made access ib le  t o  researchers 
n a t i o n a l l y  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  (See Mary E l l e n  Capek's a r t i c l e  i n  FC Winter  
1987.) The Center a t  Memphis S ta te  i s  i n  t he  f q r e f r o n t  o f  t h i s  e f f o x .  - 

According t o  s t a f f  member Andrea Timberlake, t h e  Center 's  Clearinghouse 
averayes about 20 searches per month, about h a l f  o f  which are requested by 
ma i 1 , ha1 f by phone. Searches cover a wide range o f  t op i cs ,  from broad areas 
such as "Black women i n  employment" t o  " t he  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  Black women as 
r e l a t e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  amendments t o  t h e  U.S. Cons t i tu t ion . "  One student,  
assigned a paper on Chicanas, asked f o r  a1 1 t he  i n fo rma t i on  a v a i l a b l e  on 
Chicanas ( q u i t e  a l a r g e  body o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ) !  "Women's h e a l t h  i s  
another  t o p i c  important  t o  women o f  co lor , "  says Timberlake. "People ask 
about n o t  o n l y  s p e c i f i c  top ics,"  she says, "but  a re  a l so  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  
o u t  about people i n  our l i s t  o f  researchers." 

Timberlake says t h a t  t h e  Clearinghouse can produce s a t i s f a c t o r y  search 
r e s u l t s  (a minimum o f  t e n  c i t a t i o n s )  i n  about seventy - f i ve  percent o f  
requests.  "Some demands we j u s t  c a n ' t  meet," she says. "Some requests are 
o u t s i d e  the  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  data base." Some top ics ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a re  i n  
need o f  research, and she re lays  t h a t  i n fo rma t i on  t o  requesters. And what 
percent  o f  a1 1 a v a i l a b l e  research on women o f  c o l o r  and Southern women has 
found i t s  way t o  t h e  data base? "Oh, I c a n ' t  begin t o  say," says Timberlake. 



"The f i e l d  has j u s t  exploded w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  years. Everyone here has 
p i l e s  o f  t h i n g s  on t h e i r  desks t o  go through a l l  t h e  time." 

The Center sees i t s  miss ion as he lp ing  t o  connect researchers w i t h  t he  
sometimes d i  f f i c u l  t - t o - l o c a t e  ma te r i a l s  on women o f  c o l o r  and Southern women. 
The i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  na tu re  of t h e  f i e l d  o f  women's s tud ies  makes research 
cha l  l e n y i  ng enough, Center s t a f f  be l ieve.  Bu t  i n  add i t i on ,  many m a t e r i a l s  on 
these  p a r t i c u l a r  groups a re  found on ly  i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  d o n ' t  make i t t o  
t h e  major  data bases used f o r  s o c i a l  sc ience research. "We t r y  t o  r e t r i e v e  
t h i n g s  from t h e  l e s s  we1 1 -known j o u r n a l s  as we1 l ," says Timberlake. 
Clear inghouse s t a f f  a l s o  have a Nat iona l  Advisory Board o f  t h i r t y  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  who t r a c k  t h e  research i n  t h e i r  own f i e l d s  f o r  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  data base. 

For Clear inghouse purposes, women o f  c o l o r  i n  t h e  U.S. i nc lude  Nat ive  
Americans; Jews; Afro-Americans; La t i nds  (Puer to Ricans, Mexicans, Cubans and 
o t h e r s  o f  L a t i n  o r i  y i n ) ;  Asian Americans (Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Thai and 
o t h e r s  o f  Asian background); and P a c i f i c  i s l a n d e r s  ( F i l i p i n a s ,  Hawaiians,, 
Tongans, etc.) .  Southern women a re  de f ined  as women from Washinyton, DC and 
from t h e  s t d t e s  o f  Alabama, Arkansas, F l o r i d a ,  Georgia, Kentucky, Louis iana,  
Maryland, M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Nor th  Caro l ina,  South Caro l ina,  Tennessee, Texas, 

r V i  r g i  n i a ,  and West V i  r g i  n i  a. 

Another p a r t  o f  t h e  Center 's  ope ra t i on  i s  i t s  Cur r i cu lum I n t e g r a t i o n  
P r o j e c t ,  yeared l a r g e l y  toward y e t t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on women's s tud ies  
resources t o  Memphis and mid-South area co l  l eye  f a c u l t y .  A monthly "Semi na r  
on Women i n  t h e  Curr iculum' '  i s  he ld  throughout  t he  academic year ,  and a t h r e e -  
day "Annual Workshop on Women i n  t h e  Curr icu lum" focuses on cu r r i cu lum 
development. The workshop o f f e r s  demonstrat ions o f  t h e  Clear inghouse's da ta  
base, in t roduces  i nnova t i ve  resources (such as f i l m s  and v i s u a l  a i ds ) ,  and 
p rov ides  an oppo r tun i t y  f o r  f a c u l t y  and administrators t o  r e v i s e  e x i s t i n y  
courses o r  develop new courses t o  i nc lude  m r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on women. 
Timberlake says she be l i eves  t h e  p r o j e c t  has had an impact on curr icu lum, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  mid-South area. "I t h i n k  pfople have been e x c i t e d  about 
it. They a re  very happy t o  have access t o  t h e  papers, and t o  have b r a i n s  t o  . 
pick,"  she says. 

The Center  was founded w i t h  an i n i t i a l  g ran t  frorn t h e  Ford Foundat ion i n  
1982, and t h e  Research Clearinghouse got under way i n  1984 w i t h  f und ing  frorn 
t h e  U.S. Department o f  Educat ion Fund f o r  t h e  Improvement o f  Postsecondary 
Educat ion (FIPSE). As o f  t h e  1987-88 academic year,  fund ing  f o r  t h e  Center 
has become an o f f i c i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  budget, b u t  D i r e c t o r  Bonnie 
Thornton D i l l  notes t h a t  t h e  budyet i s  s t i l l  n o t  n e a r l y  enough f o r  a1 l t h e  
work t h e  Center i s  t r y i n g  t o  accomplish. There i s  constant  need f o r  g ran ts  
and c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  A $7.00 search f ee  was r e c e n t l y  i n s t i t u t e d  t o  he lp t h e  
Center suppor t  i t s e l f ,  and charg ing  f o r  some o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a l s o  helps 
recove r  costs.  Two annual ly -updated b i  h l  i ographies (around f o r t y  pages each) 
focus on Women o f  Co lo r  and Southern Women, and severa l  research papers are 
a l s o  ava i  lab le.  The Center ' s  ----- News l e t t e r ,  which c i r c u l a t e s  t o  more than 7,500 
people, i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  f r e e  o f  charge, however, because s t a f f  b e l i e v e  i t  
shou ld  have as wide a c i r c u l a t i o n  as poss ib le .  Each issue  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  
i n c l u d e s  a s p e c i a l i z e d  b i  b l i oy raphy  ( a  recent  b i b l i og raphy  covered Pue r to  
K ican  women), and r e p o r t s  on researchers and Center p ro jec t s .  



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Clearinghouse, the  Curr iculum I n t e g r a t i o n  Project ,  and 
t h e  pub l ica t ions ,  t he  Center's s t a f f  i s  always busy w i t h  a number o f  other  
speci  a1 pro jec ts .  "We' r e  growing a1 1 the  t ime ," says Timber1 ake. Researchers 
across the  U.S. are i n v i t e d  t o  request searches, and are a lso  encouraged t o  
complete data forms f o r  t h e  human resource f i l e  and t o  scan pub l i ca t i ons  i n  
t h e i r  f i e l d s  f o r  poss ib le  c i t a t i o n s  f o r  t he  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  data base. Wr i te  t o  
t h e  Center a t  Clement Ha l l ,  Room 339, Memphis State Un ivers i ty ,  Memphis, 
Tennessee 38152, o r  c a l l  901-454-2770. 

-- L.S. 

NEWS morn UW- WHITEWATER 

Women's Studies a t  UW-Whitewater i s  i n  i t s  t h i r d  year o f  departmental 
s ta tus .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  col lege governance on the  departmental l e v e l  has 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  enhanced the  i n f l uence  o f  women's studies. Program f a c u l t y  have 
doubled t h e i r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  over t h e  past decade i n  t e r m  o f  student c r e d i t  
hours per  f u l l - t i m e  equivalent  posi t ions.  The department now has two f u l l -  
t i m e  equivalent  p o s i t i o n s  which are  shared by i t s  various f a c u l t y  on a 
semester by semester basis. Much growth can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  
i nt roductory  course as p a r t  o f  t h e  general s tud ies  curr iculum. The department 
has been able t o  o f fe r  up t o  f i v e  sect ions o f  f i f t y  students each, a l l  e a s i l y  
f i l l e d .  Other department courses are o f fe red  on a r o t a t i o n a l  basis. 

Four women's s tud ies  f a c u l t y  (Fran Buss, Margot Peters, Sharon T i f fany ,  
and Karen Kirst-Ashman) publ ished books w i t h i n  the  past academic year. Two 
women's s tud ies  f a c u l t y  received major u n i v e r s i t y  awards, one i n  research 
(Margot Peters)  and one i n  teaching (Karen Kirst-Ashman). Ruth Schauer has 
been e lec ted  Cha i r  of t h e  Eng l ish  Department, and Agate Nesaule i s  now 
p res iden t  o f  t h e  Midwest Modern Language Association. Two departmental 
f a c u l t y  a re  working overseas, Andrea Nye on a f a c u l t y  exchange and Audrey 
Roberts on leave t o  teach i n  Malaysia. The foqr teen cu r ren t  department 
f a c u l t y  a re  involved i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  anthropology, a r t ,  
E n g l i s h  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  h i s to ry ,  medicine, philosophy, r e l i g i o u s  studies, 
soc i  a1 work, and soci ology. 

"Stages and T rans i t i ons  i n  Women's L ives"  has been added t o  the  
department ' s  t en  e x i s t i n g  course of fer ings.  "Sociology o f  Heal th and 
I 1  1 ness ," based i n  t h e  Sociology Department, has been developed by P a t r i c i  a 
Searles under a UW System Facu l ty  Development grant  and added t o  t h e  s i x teen  
courses i n  o ther  departments which are approved f o r  t h e  women's s tud ies  minor. 
Searles a l so  appl ied f o r  and received a second UW System Facu l ty  Development 
g ran t  t o  design and teach the  "Women and Violence" course dur ing  the  Spring 
1987 semester. Sharon T i f f a n y  recen t l y  received a f a c u l t y  development grant  
t o  study and develop courses i n  "Gender and Science" and "Feminist Theory." 

The f i r s t  women's s tud ies  c e r t i f i c a t e  was granted i n  May, 1986. The 
C e r t i f i c a t e  requ i res  f i f t e e n  c r e d i t s  i n  courses approved f o r  t he  women's 
s tud ies  minor, a t  l e a s t  s i x  c r e d i t s  o f  which must be i n  courses o f fe red  w i t h i n  
t h e  Women's Studies Department. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  students earning c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  
t h e r e  are c u r r e n t l y  four teen students working on minors i n  women's studies. 



Future  plans inc lude recru i tment  of new f a c u l t y  i n  o ther  d i s c i p l i n e s  and 
expansion o f  t h e  range o f  course o f f e r i ngs .  Shor te r  term goals inc lude 
w i  nn ing  approval f o r  an "Honors Thesis" through t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  process. The 
Women's Studies Department a lso  cont inues t o  support  t h e  development o f  a  
campus-wide O f f i c e  f o r  Women. 

-- Karen K i  rst-Ashman 

[Karen Kirst-Ashman i s  Chai r  o f  Women' Studies a t  UW-Whitewater. Her 
e x p e r t i s e  i s  i n  t h e  areas o f  human sexua l i t y ,  women's s tudies,  soc ia l  work 
p r a c t i c e ,  and human behavior and t h e  soc i  a1 envi  ronment .] 

PUBLISHING 

ZIMBABWE PUBLISHING HOUSE i s  the  f i r s t  A f r i c a n  pub l i she r  t o  o f f e r  a  
women's l i s t .  Organized a f t e r  independence i n  1980, t h e  press produces f o u r  
l i s t s :  Women o f  A f r i ca ,  The Wr i t e rs  Series, Ch i ld ren 's  Books, and P o l i t i c s  and 
H i s t o r y .  Among the  t i t l e s  i n  t h e  Women o f  A f r i c a  s e r i e s  a re  Youn Women i n  

, t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Struggle:  S to r i es  and Poems from Zimbabwe; Women & s rob ems- 
- (ou t l i nes  o f  p l a y s ) ;  Zimbabwean Women i n  I ndus t r y ;  New t-aces (which fea tures  
women i n  l o c a l  government); and My S p i r i t  I s  Not Ba-oral h i s t o r y ) .  A 
number o f  t i t l e s  by and about women appear i n  t h e  Wr i t e rs  Series as w e l l .  
Zimbabwe Pub l i sh ing  House may be contacted a t  P.O. Box BW-350 Borrowdale 
Harare, Zimbabwe; t h e i r  U.S. d i s t r i b u t o r  i s  A f r i c a  World Press, Box 1982, 
Trenton, NJ 28608. 

Two address changes f o r  p u b l i i h e r s  have come t o  our a t t e n t i o n :  CROSSING 
PRESS took up new residence i n  January a t  22-D Roache Rd., P.O. t30x 207, 
Freedom, CA 95019 (408-722-0711) ; and SEAL PRESS has new quar te rs  a t  3131 
Western Ave., Su i t e  410, Seat t le ,  WA .9?3121-1028 (206-283-7844). 

CLOTHESPIN FEVER PRESS i s  a  new l e s b i a n  f e m i n i s t  pub l i she r  w i t h  two t i t l e s  
t o  i t s  c r e d i t  -- Leavi n e x a s  : A Memoi r by Carolyn Weathers, and Sel f - 
P o r t r a i t s :  Viewing&s-d o f  an A l coho l i c  by Jenny-nn. A 
number o f  o the r  books by l esb ian  a r t i s t s  and w r i t e r s  a re  i n  t he  works. Each 
t i t l e  i s  e d i t e d  by Carolyn Weathers, then  designed and p r i n t e d  a t  The Women's 
B u i l d i n g  i n  Los Angeles by Jenny Wrenn i n  a  l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  o f  250 copies. 
C lo thesp in  Fever Press i s  loca ted  a t  5529 N. Figueroa, Los Angeles, CA 90042. 

Another new f e m i n i s t  press i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  HERBOOKS, whose cu r ren t  
p r o j e c t  i s  an anthology about r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  a11 types between women o f  a l l  
types. E d i t o r s  f o r  t he  press are I r e n e  Re t i ,  Abby Bee, and Sarah-Hope 
Parmeter. For more in fo rmat ion ,  w r i t e  HerBooks, P.O. Box 7467, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061. 



NEW REFERENCE WORKS IN STUDIES 

A j u s t - p u b l i s h e d  a r t i c l e  -- "New Reference Sources on Women: An Ana lys is  
and Proposal ," by Helen B. Josephine and Deborah K. B lou in  (1 )  -- o u t l i n e s  
f o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  gaps t h a t  have "hampered research and f r u s t r a t e d  l i b r a r i a n s  
f o r  years"  (p.114) and descr ibes hypo the t i ca l  re ference works t o  f i l l  them. 
F i  r s t ,  an omnibus s t a t i s t i c a l  volume, cover ing  t h e  soc ia l  , demoyraphic, 
economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  o f  women of a1 1  nat ions.  Second, 
a  mu1 t i  -volume, i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  encyclopedia o f  women's s tud ies  and c u r r e n t  
women's issues. Th i rd ,  a  yearbook assessing bo th  t h e  scho la rsh ip  of women's 
s t u d i e s  and i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  , con tex t ,  w i t h  up-to-date data on t h e  Status of 
women I s  s tud ies  programs, research centers,  and p ro fess iona l  organizat ions.  
And fou r th ,  an a1 l-encompassing o n l i n e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  da ta  base. A t  present,  
Josephine and B l o u i n  lament, " t h e r e  a re  f a r  t o o  many b ib l i og raph ies ,  
an tho log ies ,  and s e l f  -help books," w h i l e  t h e  major  works t h a t  "a re  expensive 
t o  produce and would r e q u i r e  a  commitment o f  c o n t i n u a t i o n  from t h e  pub l i she r "  
have y e t  t o  appear (p.120). 

4 
The authors k k e  an impor tan t  p o i n t  -- re fe rence  book p u b l i s h i n g  has no t  

k e p t  pace w i t h  t h e  growing s c h o l a r l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  women's s tud ies.  The dea r th  
o f  r e a d i l y - a v a i l a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  i s  perhaps t h e  most p ress ing  problem. Aside 
f rom recent  s t a t i s t i c a l  a t l ases  (see below) and con t i nu ing  e f f o r t s  by t h e  
federa l  yovernment i n  some speci  a1 i z e d  f i e l d s ,  t h e r e  are few women-focused 
foun ts  of q u a n t i t a t i v e  data. Greater  progress i s  ev iden t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  
areas s i n g l e d  out  by Josephine and Blouin.  As p roo f  o f  t h e  matur ing r e f e ~ e n c e  
1  i t e r a t u r e ,  we he ra ld  L i s a  T u t t l e ' s  new one-volume Enc c l o  e d i a  o f  Feminism 
(see  below);  volumes 1-5 o f  The Women's Annual and *Woman 1 9 m  A  
Report  i n  Depth, a  yearbook compi 1  ed by t h e  WomenlsResearch and Educat ion- -  
I n s t i t u t e ,  soon t o  be re leased by Norton; and t h e  p ioneer ing  da ta  bases 
developed by Ca ta l ys t  and Memphis S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  (see a r t i c l e  elsewhere i n  
t h i s  i ssue) .  None o f  these are p r e c i s e l y - t h e  resources env is ioned by 
Josephine and Blouin,  b u t  they '  r e  encouraging s i g n s .  

Dreams o f  t h e  books and da ta  bases we'd l i k e  t o  use a re  not  i d l e  wishes, 
b u t  t h e  f i r s t  s teps  toward t h e i r  development. Read t h e  reviews below, check 
y o u r  l i b r a r y ' s  shelves, and cons ider  -- what 's  m iss ing?  

Ba l l ou ,  P a t r i c i a  K. Women: A B ib l iography  o f  B ib l iograph ies .  2nd ed. 
Boston: G.K. Ha l l ,  1986. 268p. indexes. $30.00, ISBN 0-8161-8729-0. LC 86- 

A  must-buy f o r  re fe rence  c o l l e c t i o n s  ! t3al l o u  r e t a i n s  t h e  bas i c  out1 i n e  
and scope o f  he r  f i r s t  b i  b l  ioyraphy o f  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  ( l98O), w h i l e  i nc reas ing  
t h e  t i t l e s  c i t e d  from 557 t o  906 and i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a  number o f  new subjects .  
She i nc ludes  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  essays and l i t e r a t u r e  reviews i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
s tandard  b ib l i og raph ies ,  l i b r a r y  cata logs,  and yuides t o  a rch ives  and 
manuscr ip t  r e p o s i t o r i e s .  The formats o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  i nc lude  books, p a r t s  o f  
books, pamphlets, j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s ,  microforms, and machine-readable data 
bases. Once again, Ba l l ou  takes  t h e  s l i g h t l y  r i s k y  step o f  l i s t i n g  
fo r thcomi  ny t i t l e s ,  and she makes a  spec ia l  e f f o r t  t o  i nc lude  con t i nu ing  



b ib1 iographies and t o  f l ag  them w i t h  an as ter isk .  (Surpr is ing ly ,  she 
over looks our own New Books on Women & Feminism.) The annotat ions are  
o b j e c t i v e  and c o n c ~ o r ,  t i t l e ,  and subject indexes 
makes t h i s  e d i t i o n  even more usefu l  than the  f i r s t .  

Tu t t l e ,  Lisa. Encyclopedia o f  Feminism. New York: Facts on F i l e ,  1986. 
399p. b i  b l  . $24.95, ISBN 0-8169-1424-8. LC 85-31212. 

"What i s  feminism?" asks Tut t le .  Many answers are  r e f l e c t e d  i n  over 1,000 
e n t r i e s  f o r  i nd i v idua ls ,  organizat ions, i n f l u e n t i a l  events, s l  oyans, books, 
and key concepts, p rov id ing  bal anced coverage o f  American and B r i t i s h  concerns 
w i t h o u t  neg lec t ing  other  nations. The e n t r i e s  are  short  and lack 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  references, though an a lphabet ica l  l i s t  o f  sources appears a t  
t h e  end o f  t he  volume. 

One tu rns  e a s i l y  t o  key ideas such as "sexua l i t y "  and "pat r ia rchy  ,I1 and 
f i n d s  discussions o f  major fem in i s t  issues such as "pornography" and 

, "reproduct ive  freedom." One reads b r i e f  overviews o f  broad areas o f  f em in i s t  
expression and ac t i v i sm -- "music and musicians," "novels and novel ists," and 
t h e  "hea l th  movement ," among others. L ibera l  cross-references a l so  f a c i l  i t a t e  
qu ick  l o c a t i o n  o f  facts.  

Any survey by a so lo  author i n e v i t a b l y  has e r ro rs  and oversights. I was 
s o r r y  t o  f i n d  no e n t r i e s  on comparable worth o r  pay equity,  t he  Michigan 
Women's Music Fes t i va l ,  o r  Geraldine Ferraro. Some o f  t he  in format ion  i s  out 
o f  date. But i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  broadly i n c l u s i v e  scope and general even- 
handedness o f  t h i s  source, m i  nor  m i  stakes are  f o r g i  vable. 

The encyclopedia w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  be compared t o  A Feminist D ic t i ona ry  by 
Cher is  Kramarae and Paula A. T r e i c h l e r  (Pandora, l985) ,  bu t  t h e  two are  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  works. Where the  d i c t i o n a r y  re1 i e s  l a r g e l y  on quotat ions, the  .. 
encyclopedi a o f f e r s  i n t e l  l i g e n t  and succinct  syntheses. Both provide st rong 
h i s t o r i c a l  coverage as we1 1 as i n s i g h t s  i n t o  contemporary feminism. 

The State-by-State Guide t o  Women's Legal Rights. By t h e  N.O.W. Legal Defense 
and Education Fund and Rene'e Cherow-O' Learv. New York : McGraw-Hi1 1 . 1987. 
521p. b i  b l  . $19.95, ISBN 0-07-047779-5; pip., $12.95, ISBN 0-07-047778-7. 
LC 86-2972. 

The f i r s t  hundred pages o f  t h i s  new guide are  devoted t o  readable essays 
on women's s ta tus  before the  law. Chapter One presents an overview o f  t he  
l e g a l  system and t h e  court  s t ruc ture .  Chapters Two through F ive  t r e a t  t he  
home and fami l y  (such top i cs  as marriage, d l  vorce, reproduct ive freedom, 
domestic violence, and e l d e r l y  women), education, employment (cover ing wages, 
sexual harassment, parenta l  leave, and other  subjects) ,  and women i n  the  
community ( i n c l u d i n g  rape, PMS and t h e  courts, pornoyraphy, and housing and 
p u b l i c  accommodations, among other  top ics) .  The second pa r t  o f  t he  book uses 
these same categor ies t o  prov ide  state-by-state summaries o f  cur rent  law, w i t h  
references t o  s ta tu tes  and p i v o t a l  cases. 



Shana Alexander 's State-by-State Guide t o  Nomen's Legal R igh ts  (1975), 
t h e  precursor  t o  t h i s  volume, i s  woe fu l l y  ou t  o f  date. General guTdes on 
women and t h e  law -- such as The R i  h t s  o f  Women: The Basic ACLU Guide t o  a 
Woman's R i  h t s  by Susan D e l l e r  oss and Ann Barcher (Bantam, 1983) + + -- g i v e  
o n l y  super i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  s t a t e - l e v e l  p rov is ions .  And as I found when 
he lp ing '  compi le Women's Legal R igh ts  i n  t h e  Un i ted  States:  A Se lec t i ve  
B ib l i og raphy  (American L i b r a r y  Associat ion,  l985) ,  t h e r e  a re  cu r ren t  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  on women and t h e  law f o r  on l y  a handful  o f  t h e  f i f t y  s tates.  
Therefore, p u b l i c  and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s ,  as we l l  as women's centers, w i l l  want 
a copy o f  t h i s  va luab le  new guide., 

Shor t r idge ,  Barbara G i m l  a. A t l a s  o f  Anerican Women. New York: Macmi 1 lan,  
1986. 164p. b i b l .  index. $85.00, ISBN 0-02-929120-8. LC 86-675054. 

"Women i n  Alaska a re  j u s t  not  t h e  same as women i n  Alabama," c la ims t h e  
j a c k e t  f l a p  o f  t h i s  expensive, la rge- fo rmat  volume. One hundred twenty -e i  gh t  
maps, p l u s  graphs, tab les ,  and t e x t  prove t h e  po in t .  Shor t r idge  covers a 
remarkably wide range o f  t o p i c s  under t h e  broad r u b r i c s  o f  Demographics, Labor 
Force, Earn i  ngsIIncome, Occupations, Education, Sports, Re1 a t ionsh ips ,  
Pregnancy, Health, Crime, and P o l i t i c s .  Among t h e  sub jec ts  t r e a t e d  are  t h e  

' a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c h i l d  cdre, women's employment i n  t he  a r t s ,  t he  l o c a t i o n s  o f  
women's s tud ies  programs, female p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  h igh  school and co l l ege  
a t h l e t i c s  (broken down by spo r t ) ,  and t h e  fem in i za t i on  o f  poverty.  The 1980 
census and o the r  governmental and p r i v a t e  repo r t s  a re  t h e  sources f o r  f i gu res .  
The commentary i s  extensive, we1 1 -w r i t t en ,  and thought-provoki  ng. For 
example, s t a t i s t i c s  on female- in tensive occupat ions prompt Shor t r idge  t o  
specu la te  about women's experiences as o f f i c e  workers, teachers, cashiers,  
nurses, and waitresses. 

The A t l a s  o f  American Women begs comparison t o  Women i n  t h e  World: An 
1 n t e r n a t K 1  A t l a s  by Joni  Seager and Ann Olson (reviewed i n  t h e  p r e v i x s  - 
i s s u e  ~ F C - ) . c o l o r f u l  Women i n  t h e  \Ilorld i s  f a r  more appeal ing 
g r a p h i c a l c ;  A t l as  o f  Anerican Women uses on ly \b lack ,  white,  brown, and grey, 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  l e g i b l e ,  though d u l l ,  maps. Sho r t r i dge  prov ides  a much more 
d e t a i l e d  and s c h o l a r l y  t e x t  than Seaser and Olson. The most s i s n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  p r i c e :  k l a s  o f  American Women weighs i n  a t  $85 i n  a clothbound 
e d i t i o n ,  w h i l e  Women i n  t h e  World cos ts  only  $19.95 i n  c l o t h  and $12.95 i n  
paper. Both a re  app rop r i a te  f o r  p u b l i c  and h igh  school l i b r a r i e s  as we l l  as 
u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Chapman, Dorothy 
Greenwood Press, 
14936. 

H i l t o n .  Index t o  Poetry  by Black American Women. New York: 
1986. 424p. index. $49.9=13~ 0-313-25152-5. LC 86- 

Improved access t o  l i t e r a t u r e  by women o f  c o l o r  i s  so re l y  needed. Th is  
i ndex high1 i g h t s  over  4,000 poems by more than 400 poets, from the  p e r i o d  o f  
Lucy Terry  and P h i l l i s  Wheatley t o  t h e  present, p l u s  some 185 anonymous poems 
and songs. An au thor  index, t i t l e l f i r s t  l i n e  index, and sub jec t  index a re  
keyed t o  a l i s t  o f  books, i n c l u d i n g  bo th  an tho log ies  o f  Black Anerican poet ry  
and c o l  1  e c t  i ons o f  i ndi  v i  dual  poets ' works. There are  mi s s i  ons (Cheryl  
C la rke  and A i ,  f o r  instance) ,  but  t h e  better-known Black women poets a re  w e l l -  
represented -- i n c l u d i n g  Maya Angel ou, Gwendolyn Brooks, L u c i l  l e  C l  i f ton ,  



N i k k i  Giovanni, Georgia Douglas Johnson, Audre Lorde, and June Jordan -- along 
w i t h  many l e s s - f a m i l i a r  w r i t e r s .  The sub jec t  index i s  unusual ly  de ta i l ed ,  
w i t h  some 1,100 terms, bu t  more cross-references a re  needed. (There i s  no 
l i n k  between MUSIC and BLUES, f o r  example.) Th is  volume i s  a welcome 
supplement t o  P a t r i c i a  Guy's Women's Poetry  Index (Oryx Press, 1985). 

Th i s  new b ib l i og raphy  i s  we1 1 timed, j o i n i n g  several  recent f e m i n i s t  
analyses o f  t h e  ERA r a t i f i c a t i o n  s t ruaa le .  It has been a decade s ince  An i ta  
M i l l e r  and Hazel Greenberg compiled ~ 6 ;  Equal R igh ts  Amendment: A 
B i b l i o g r a p h i c  Study (Greenwood, 1976), which Feinberg 's  volume both  
supplements and improves upon. 

Ai m i  ng her  b i  b l  i ography a t  t h e  "co l  lege  student  o r  begi nn i  ng researcher," 
Feinberg c i t e s  some 40 monographs, 250 j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s ,  380 newspaper 
s t o r i e s ,  and a handful  o f  government documents and d i sse r ta t i ons .  She o f f e r s  
annota t ions  on ly  f o r  sources over t h r e e  pages i n  length. T e l e v i s i o n  news 
p roadcas ts  a re  l i s t e d  i n  a separate sect ion,  w h i l e  p r i n t  sources are organized 
by t o p i c :  Pub l i c  Opinion and Par ty  P o l i t i c s ;  Federal and S ta te  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
o f  t he  ERA; Employment; Education; Family and Re l i g i on ;  The M i l i t a r y ;  
R a t i f i c a t i o n  E f f o r t s ;  Boycott ,  Extension, and Rescission; Defeat; A f t e r  1982. 
Organ iza t ions  a re  l i s t e d  i n  an appendix, and author  and sub jec t  indexes c lose  
t h e  volume. 

The weak p o i n t  o f  t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  i s  t h e  i n t roduc t i on ,  i n  which 
Fe inberg 's  chronology o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  and media coverage confuses by 
s w i t c h i n g  between past  and present tense. Despi te  t h i s  drawback, t he  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  sure t o  become t h e  standard guide t o  recent  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  
ERA. 

Doss, Martha M e r r i l  1 . Women's Organizat ions: A ~ a t i o n a l  D i rec to ry .  G a r r e t t  
Park, MD: Gar re t t  Park Press, 1986. 301p. indexes. Pap., $22.50, ISBN 
0912048-42-5. LC 86-081710. 

Felmley, Jenrose. D i r e c t o r y  o f  Women's Organizat ions. Cs.1 .I: A1 l s t a t e  
Insurance Company, 1985. 314p. indexes. Pap., $5.00. D i s t r i b u t e d  by t h e  
American Assoc ia t ion  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  Women, Educational Foundation Sales O f f i c e ,  
2401 V i r g i n i a  Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20037. 

Armstrony, Toni L., and L o i s  A. Parsons. Women's Music P lus  1987. Chicago: 
Empty Closet  Enterpr ises,  1987. 32p. Pap., $5.00. Ava i l ab le  from Empty 
C lose t  Enterpr ises ,  1417 West Thome, Chicago, I L  60660. 



Follman, Barbara. D i r e c t o r y  o f  Milwaukee Area Women's Organizat ions. 7 t h  ed. 
Milwaukee: Center f o r  Women's Studies, UW-Mi lwaukee, 1987. 40p. Pap., $1.00. 
A v a i l a b l e  from Center f o r  Women's Studies, P.0. Box 413, M i t c h e l l  117, 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsi  n-Mi lwaukee, Milwaukee, W I  53201. 

From t h e  ambi t ious na t i ona l  scope o f  Doss and Felmley 's  volumes, t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l i z e d  focus o f  Women's Music Plus, t o  t h e  l o c a l i z e d  v i s i o n  o f  Fol lman's 
book le t ,  these fou r  d i r e c t o r i e s  f i l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  needs not  met by mainstream 
pub l i shers .  

Women's Oryan iza t ions :  A  Nat ional  D i r e c t o r  o f f e r s  t h e  most e n t r i e s  (206 
paqes w i t h  approximately 1 2  e n t r i e s  per  page f Doss covers na t i ona l ,  s ta te ,  
and l o c a l  groups and i kti t u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  co l leges,  women ' s  commissions, 
research i n s t i t u t e s ,  p ro fess iona l  assoc ia t ions ,  s o r o r i t i e s ,  women's resource 
cen ters ,  p o l i t i c a l  o rgan iza t ions ,  and YWCA proyrams. I n  a lphabe t i ca l  order ,  
t h e  e n t r i e s  p rov ide  address, telephone number, and a  one- o r  two-sentence 
s tatement  o f  each group's purpose and p ro jec t s .  The l i s t  i s  indexed by s t a t e  
and by category -- e.g., b a t t e r e d  women's o rgan iza t ions ,  career  o rgan iza t ions ,  
c h u r c h / r e l i g i o u s  groups, women's centers.  Wi th  so much data, i t ' s  a  shame t h e  
volume i s n ' t  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  designed. Amateur artwork, a  t y p e s c r i p t  t e x t ,  and 
1  ogos apparen t l y  c l i pped  from var ious  o rgan i za t i ons '  s t a t i o n e r y  g ive  i t  a  
dec ided l y  pasted-up, homemade look. The s p i r a l  -bound D i r e c t o r y  o f  Women's 
Organ iza t ions  i s  a l so  reproduced from t y p e s c r i p t .  Felmley l i s t s  274 
organ iza t ions .  The m a j o r i t y  p rov ide  n a t i o n a l  serv ice,  wh i l e  o thers  a re  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  communi t y - l e v e l  groups. Each e n t r y  b r i e f l y  descr ibes t h e  
s t r u c t u r e ,  yoals,  and programs o f  t h e  o rgan iza t ion ,  and prov ides an address, 
te lephone number, and con tac t  person. Geoyraphic and sub jec t  indexes are 
supp l ied .  Checking t h e  f i r s t  twenty e n t r i e s  aga ins t  t h e  Enc c l o  e d i a  o f  + Associa t ions ,  I found a l l  b u t  two. However, i n  a  number o f  cases t e  

nc c l o  e d i a  l i s t e d  a  paren t  o rgan i za t i on  (e.g:, t h e  American H i s t o r i c a l  
b u t  d i d  no t  ment ion i t s  women's d ~ v i s i o n  o r  commission, which 

Felmley high1 i gh t s .  

I n  Women's k s i c  P lus  19-87, ~rmstrong--and,~arsons have c rea ted  a  handy 
d i  r e c t o r y  o f  women's culture. Performers, record  ' labels ,  booking agents, 
producers, coffeehouses, and music f e s t i v a l s  n a t u r a l l y  appear here, b u t  so do 
bookstores,  w r i t e r s ,  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  photographers, thea te rs ,  craftswomen, and 
more. Whi le some sec t ions  appear q u i t e  se l  e c t i  ve (on l y  t h i  r t een  j o u r n a l s  
under t h e  heading "women's s tud ies  and academic," f o r  example), o thers  a re  
f u l l e r  ( t h e  l i s t i n g s  o f  l o c a l  and l i t e r a r y  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  f o r  instance) .  
Armstrong and Parsons produce updates t h r e e  t imes a  year  and i nc lude  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  o rde r i ng  p r i n t o u t s .  

Now i n  i t s  seventh e d i t i o n ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r y o f  Milwaukee Area Women's 
Organ iza t ions  i s  a  p e r f e c t  example o f  cademic women's s tud ies  programs 
can a t  once serve t h e i r  own studerrts and t h e  wider  community. One hundred two 
o rgan i za t i ons  and agencies a re  1  i sted  i n  f ou r teen  categor ies,  from a1 coho1 
t rea tmen t  t o  sports.  Each e n t r y  g ives  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n - o f  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  goals  ahd programs, p l u s  address, phone number, and con tac t  
person. Women i n  Milwaukee, and f e m i n i s t s  i n  o the r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  as 
w e l l ,  w i l l  f i n d  i t  a  h e l p f u l  t o o l  ' f o r  networking. 



H a l f  the  Earth: Women's Experiences o f  Travel Worldwide. Edi ted by Miranda 
Davies, Laura Longrigg, and Lucinda Montefiore, w i t h  Natania Jansz. London: 
PandoraIRout ledge & Kegan Paul , 1986. L12.95, ISBN 0-86358-091-2; pap., 
L5.95, I S B N  0-86358-092-0. LC 86-10223. 

A new number i n  the "Rough Guide" ser ies,  t h i s  i s  hardly adequate as a 
guidebook, s ince i t  doesn't recommend hotels,  restaurants, o r  shopping spots. 
B r i e f  " t rave l  notes" f o r  the e ighty  countr ies i t  covers exp la in  t y p i c a l  
accommodations, the standard modes o f  t ranspor ta t ion ,  specia l  problems 
( c u l t u r a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on female dress and the  l i k e ) ,  contact organizat ions, 
and recommended background reading (ranging from genuine guidebooks t o  
novels).  The meat of  the  book, however, i s  the c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i r s t -pe rson  
accounts by independent women t r a v e l l e r s .  These vary widely i n  content and 
tone. Many o f  t h e  cont r ibu tors  comment on the  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  and t h e  
s ta tus  of women i n  the  country t h e y ' r e  discussing, and many share t h e i r  
experiences w i t h  sexual harassment. Some o f  the  essays are hardly ob jec t ive ;  
t h e  one on France presents a decidedly pa r t i san  look a t  French femin is t  
fact ions.  Many of  t h e  w r i t e r s  are B r i t i s h ,  and t h e  e d i t o r s  themselves w r i t e  
i n  a c o l l o q u i a l  s ty le .  This seems an opt ional  purchase f o r  U.S. l i b r a r i e s .  
S i  sterhood i s  Global , edi ted by Robi n Morgan (Anchor PressIDoubleday , 1984) 
w i  11 answer more reference questions and provide more balanced background on 

,nations and cul tures.  

The Jane Austen Handbook. Ed i ted by J. David Grey. London: Athlone, 1986. 
5 1 1 ~ .  L29.95, ISBN 0-485-1 1301-5. LC 86-194658. 

Bove, Cheryl Browning. A Character Index and Guide t o  the F i c t i o n  o f  I r i s  
Murdoch. New York: Garland, 1986 . . 272p. b i  b l  . i ndex. $47.00, ISBN 0-8240- 
8675-9. LC 84-45151. 

These are  two sources t h a t  w i  11 appeal- t o  speci a1 i s t s  -- people who want 
t o  know everyth ing there  i s  t o  know ab'out Austen's l i f e  and f i c t i o n ,  and 
scholars who crave excruc ia t ing  deta i  1 about some 2,100 characters, l i t e r a r y  
and h i s t o r i c a l  references, and place names i n  thrdmoch1s novels and plays. - 

The Jane Austen Handbook i s  made up o f  s i x t y - f o u r  essays ranging i n  l eng th  
from two t o  seventeen pages. Both academics and general readers are the  
intended audience. Scholar ly  concerns surface i n  a r t i c l e s  on 
charac ter iza t ion ,  form and s t ruc ture ,  c r i t i c a l  reception, and Austen 's  
in f luence on l a t e r  wr i te rs .  Several essays deal w i t h  the  author and her 
fami ly ,  i n c l u d i  ng one on Austen and the feminism of her day. Yet o the r  
a r t i c l e s  t r a c e  t h e  soc ia l  and c u l t u r a l  background o f  Austen's f i c t i o n  -- 
manners, a rch i tec ture ,  consumerism, fashion, gardens. Nearly a hundred pages 
are  devoted t o  "A D ic t ionary  o f  Jane Austen's L i f e  and Works" by H. Ab iga i l  
Bok, which i d e n t i f i e s  a1 1 characters, places., and l i t e r a r y  a1 lus ions,  as we1 1 
as the  rea l  people and loca les  t h a t  f i gu red  i n  Austen's l i f e .  

Bove's opus i s  i n  much t h e  same ve in  as Bok's. I r i s  Murdoch's twenty-two 
novels and two plays are t rea ted  chrono log ica l ly ,  w i t h  annotated e n t r i e s  f o r  
every proper name appearing i n  them. Bove inc ludes f l e e t i n g  references t o  
persons (some unnamed) who never emerge as f u l l - f l e d g e d  characters, and a 
concluding index permits the  reader t o  t r a c e  recu r r ing  characters and 
a1 lus ions.  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  discusses " the e f f e c t s  o f  moral philosophy and 



a e s t h e t i c s  on Murdoch's c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n "  (p. i x ) .  Th i s  volume belongs i n  
academic l i b r a r i e s ,  w h i l e  Grey's w i l l  appeal t o  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  users as w e l l  
as scholars .  

-- S.S. 

NOTES 

Helen B. Joseph 
Women: An Ana lys is  and 
Sources, pp. 109-122. 
-1987. A lso pub 
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N E U  PERIODICALS 

ne and Deborah K. B lou in,  'New Reference Sources on 
Proposal ,I' i n  The Pub l i sh ing  and Review o f  Reference 
Ed. by B i l l  Katz and Robin Kinder. New York: Haworth 
i shed as no. 15 ( F a l l  1986) o f  The Reference L i b r a r i a n .  

Hlack/Out: The Magazine o f  t h e  Nat iona l  C o a l i t i o n  o f  Black Lesbians and Gays. 
Ed.: Joseph k .  Beam. Quar te r l y .  ISSN 0888 - 5540. $10 .00. Nat ionaT 

C o a l i t i o n  o f  Black Lesbians and Gays, Inc., 930 F  St., N.W., S u i t e  514, 
Washington, DC 20004. ( I ssues  examined: v.1, no.1, Summer 1986; v.1, no.2, 
Fa1 1  1986) 

The opening e d i t o r i a l  descr ibes B lack lou t  as t h e  "vo ice  o f  t h e  new 
movement o f  Black Lesbians and ~ays,"  a  group l a r g e l y  l e f t  out  o f  bo th  t h e  gay 
r i g h t s  and Black c i v i l  r i g h t s  movements. Regular  fea tu res  i nc lude  news 
b r i e f s ,  i tems from l o c a l  NCBLG chapters, book and f i l m  reviews, poe t ry ,  and a  
ca lendar  o f  events. The f i r s t  two issues o f  B lack lou t  ( twenty-n ine and 
t h i  r t y - t h r e e  payes, r e s p e c t i v e l y )  o f f e r  an a r t i c l e  by Barbara Smith ("Working 
f o r  L i b e r a t i o n  and Having a  Damn Good, Time! "), a  l esb ian  coming-out s to r y ,  
Chery l  C l a r k e ' s  speech f rom t h e  June 1986 New York C i t y  Gay P r i d e  Day, a  book 
exce rp t  by A n i t a  Cornwell, a  look a t  gay A f r i cq ,  an a r t i c l e  on AIDS, and more. . 
Gender & Soc ie ty :  O f f i c i a l  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Soc io log i s t s  f o r  Women i n  Society.  
1987-. Ed.: J u d i t h  Lorber. Ouar ter lv .  ISSN 0891-2432. $28 ( ind.) :  $56 
( i n s t . ) .  Saye Pub l i ca t i ons ,  ~ n c . ,  21' i l  West H i l l c r e s t  Dr., ~ e w b u r ~ ' ~ a r k ,  CA 
91320. ( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.1, March 1987) 

T h i s  new s c h o l a r l y  j ou rna l  proposes t o  focus on " the  s o c i a l  aspect o f  
gender, which we see not  as an a d d i t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e  o r  ca tego r i ca l  f a c t o r ,  b u t  
one o f  t h e  foundat ions o f  every e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  order"  ( e d i t o r i a l ,  p.3). 
Among t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  117-page premiere i ssue  a re  one on men who mother, 
by Barbara J. Risman, a  case s tudy on t h e  f e m i n i s t  se l f -defense movement by 
P a t r i c i a  Searles and Ronald J. Berger, and a  look a t  where c h i l d r e n  f i t  i n t o  
t h e  re -v i  s i o n i n g  o f  women and soci  a1 change, by B a r r i e  Thorne. Three book 
reviews round out  t h e  p e r i o d i c a l .  



Journal o f  Family Violence. 1986-. Eds.: Vincent B. Van Hassel t  and Michel 
Hersen. Quar te r l y .  ISSN 0885-7482. $25 (ind.); $50 ( ins t . ) .  Plenum 
Pub1 i sh ing  Corp., 233 Spr ing St., New York, NY 10013. ( Issue examined: Y .l, 
no.2, June 1986) 

Journal  o f  Family Vio lence has se t  i t s  s i g h t s  on " p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  on c l i n i c a l  and i n v e s t i g a t i v e  e f f o r t s  concerning a l l  forms o f  
f a m i l y  v i o lence  and i t s  precursors." The i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  j ou rna l  hopes t o  
i n c l  ude work on "spouse-batter ing, c h i 1  d abuse, sexual abuse o f  ch i ld ren ,  
i n c e s t ,  abuse o f  t h e  e l d e r l y ,  m a r i t a l  rape, domestic homicide, t h e  a l c o h o l i c  
marr iage, and general f a m i l y  con f l  i c t "  (mi ss ion  statement). Some o f  t h e  
a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  208-page issue examined are: "Resul ts  o f  Anger Contro l  
T r a i n i n g  f o r  B a t t e r i n g  Couples" (Jeanne P. Deschner and John S. McNeil ); " O f  
Men, Macho, and M a r i t a l  Violence" (Alan Rosenbaum); and "Family and Socia l  
Fac tors  Associated w i t h  Subs tan t i a t i on  o f  C h i l d  Abuse and Neglect Reports" 
(Jonathan B. Kotch and L. Parke Thomas). 

M a t r i x x :  Lesbian Newsletter.  1987-. I r r e g u l a r .  M a t r i x x  ek. fb'r., Box 15015, 
S104 65 Stockholm, Sweden. ( Issue examined: no.1, March 1987) 

Th i s  s l im,  photocopied news le t t e r  grew out  o f  - t h e  Second i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Femin is t  Book Fai r i n  Oslo i n  t h e  summer o f  1986 as an at tempt  t o  connect 
1 esb ian  f e m i n i s t  pub l i she rs  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  Inc luded i n  t h i s  issue a re  
comments on t h e  b o o k f a i r  by Anna L i v i a  o f  B r i t a i n ' s  Onlywomen Press, news from 
t h e  Swedish f e m i n i s t  p u b l i s h e r  ACCA, b r i e f  notes from o t h e r  pub l i shers ,  and a 
m a i l i n g  l i s t  o f  pub l i shers ,  archives, and bookstores (apparent ly  those who 
s igned up a t  t h e  book fa i r ) .  

Soc ie t  f o r  Women i n  Ph i loso  h Newsletter.  Ed.: Mar i l yn  Friedman. 21year. b-3L epartment o f  Philosophy, Bow - ng reen t a t e  Un ive rs i t y ,  Bowling Green OH 
43403. ( Issue exami ned : February 1987) 

T h i s  eleven-page in-house news le t t e r  con ta ins  news o f  conferences and 
meetings, c a l l  s f o r  papers and manuscripts, Society  updates, t h e  announcement 
o f  a for thcoming d i r e c t o r y  o f  women i n  phi losophy, j o b  not ices,  and o the r  
t i d b i t s .  

Su rv i va l  f o r  Women Newsletter.  1981-. Ed.: M a k  L i c k h a l t e r .  Monthly. $12. . 
Surv i va l  f o r  Women, 2554 L inco ln  Blvd., S u i t e  228, Marina de l  Rey, CA 90201. 
( I ssue examined: no da te)  

The n e w s l e t t e r ' s  goal i s  t o  p rov ide  " t he  in format ion,  s t ra teg ies ,  and 
techn iques  needed t o  prevent, and i f  necessary, t o  successful  l y  deal w i t h  
rape, b a t t e r i n g ,  and sexual harassment" (pub1 i c i t y  f l y e r ) .  The four-page 
sample examined inc ludes  a r t i c l e s  on abusive men and on prevent ing  c h i l d  
sexual  assaul t ,  p l us  a book review, p u b l i s h e r ' s  column, and b lu rbs  on rape 
myths and awareness. 

T i g e r  L i l y :  Magazine by Women o f  Colour. 1986-. Ed.: Ayanna Black. 51year. 
SSN 0 - 832 - 9199 - 1. $14.15 ( '  ind.); $24.75 ( inst . ) .  Wi l l iams-Wallace 

Pub l ishers ,  Inc., 2 S i l v e r  Ave., Toronto, Ontar io  M6R 3A2, Canada. ( Issues 
examined: v.1, no.1, November-December 1986; v.1, no.2, 1987) 

Fea tu r i ng  w r i t e r s  from t h e  Black diaspora, Ti  e r  L i l  aims t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  f l ower  t h a t  "comes i n  many co re--L ours, i s  rooted and a t  t h e  
same t i m e  roo t l ess ;  i t  surv ives  under any cond i t i ons  and grows i n  most 
c o u n t r i e s  throughout  t h e  world." A sampling o f  t h e  f i r s t  two issues f i n d s  
a r t i c l e s  on Black women i n  Canadian h i s t o r y ,  m i g r a t i o n  and mental heal th ,  



N a t i v e  American women, South Asian women; a se r i es  on c o l l e c t i v e s ;  i n te rv iews ;  
r e g u l a r  sect ions on educat ion and music; poetry ,  f i c t i o n ,  book reviews, and 
more. 

Venus R is ing :  A ,Pub l i ca t ion  f o r  Women. 1986-. Ed.: Dale Lewis. 6/year. 
$20. Box 21405, Santa Barbara, CA 93121. ( Issue examined: v.1, no.4, May- 
June 1987) 

This  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  "committed t o  t h e  emerging feminine impulse." The 
f o r t y - n i n e  page issue examined focuses on mothers and daughters, and fea tures  
a number o f  in te rv iews,  i n c l u d i  ny one w i t h  a Navajo m a n ;  a r t i c l e s  on such 
t o p i c s  as adopt ion and growing up i n  an a l c o h o l i c  home; poet ry ,  book reviews, 
and several  personal pieces. 

WCASA's Newsletter.  1987-. Eds. : Susan Her ing and Cather ine ~att;. 
Q u a r t e r l y .  Wisconsin Coal i t i o n  Against Sexual Assault, 1051 W i l  l iamson St., 
#202, Madison, W I  53703. ( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.1, May 1987) 

The eight-page premiere i ssue of t h e  news le t t e r  r e p o r t s  on re levan t  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  opening o f  t h e  C o a l i t i o n ' s  resource center, t he  sexual 
a s s a u l t  proyram Passages, changes i n  f und rd i  s i  ng t a c t i c s ,  and networking i n  
r u r a l  Wisconsin. Also inc luded i s  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  WCASA and an 

4 i nt roduc t  i on t o  s t a f f  members. 

Wisconsin Woman Magazine. 1987-. Ed.: G. Thomas Fox, Jr .  Monthly. $12.95. 
Wisconsin Woman, Inc., 207 E. B u f f a l o  St., Su i t e  619, Milwaukee, W I  53202.. 
( I ssues  examined: v.1, no.1, A p r i l  1987; v.1, no.2, May 1987) 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  regu la r  columns such as "Wisconsin Women i n  Focus," "Arts," 
"Food and Entertainment," and "Health and Fitness," t h e  f i r s t  two issues o f  
t h i s  s l i c k  new Wisconsin magazine fea ture  a v a r i e t y  o f  a r t i c l e s .  Among t h e  
t o p i c s :  J i l l  E ikenberry  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ' s  LIL.A. Law"; s i x  women who s i t  on 
boards o f  d i r e c t o r s  i n  t h e  s ta te ;  n igh t1  i f e  fashion; f i n a n c i a l  p lanning;  
wearable a r t  by Wisconsin women; and opt ions f o r  summer camps f o r  ch i l d ren .  

Women o f  China. Monthly. $12 ind.); $17 ( i  st.). China Book Trading Corp., I S , Bei j i n g ,  China. Issue examine : March 1987) 7.0. Box 399 
T h i s  f i f t y - s e v e n  paye Engl i sh-language mayazi ne c a r r i e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  

a r t i c l e s  on Chinese women. A sampling o f  t o p i c s :  women working i n  r u r a l  
development; m iy ran t  midwives and medics; reader response t o  a media s t o r y  
about t h e  s a c r i f i c i n g  w i f e  of a d isab led  man; a h i s t o r y  p iece on t h e  abso lu te  
r i y h t s  o f  husband and f a t h e r  i n  t h e  Zhou Dynasty; d iscuss ion  o f  women's 
s t u d i e s  i n  China today; and a p r o f i l e  o f  swim s t a r  Gao Min. 

The Women's Watch. 1987-. Eds. : Arvonne S. Fraser and Marsha A. Freeman. 
Q u a r t e r l y .  $15. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's R i  yh t s  Ac t ion  Watch, Humphrey 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Minnesota, 301 19th Ave. South, 
Minneapol is ,  MN 55455. ( Issue examined: v.1, no.1, Spr ing 1987) 

The yoal o f  t h i s  new p e r i o d i c a l  i s  " r e p o r t i n g  on law and p o l i c y  change i n  
accordance w i t h  t he  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Convention on t h e  E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  A1 1 
Forms o f  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  Against Momen" (adopted by t h e  Uni ted Nat ions i n  
1979). The premiere i ssue i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  sect ions on "Law and Pol i cy , "  
"Education," "Health," "Women i n  P u b l i c  L i f e , "  and "NGO A c t i v i t i e s , "  each 
s e c t i o n  comprised o f  b r i e f  parayraphs on na t ions  around t h e  world. 



Women's World Banki ng /A f r i ca  Regional Of f ice:  News1 e t t e r .  1986-. Eds. : Mary 
Okelo, Margaret ta  wa Gacheru, and Brenda Hampton. Quar te r l y .  P.O. Box 55919, 
Na i rob i ,  Kenya. ( Issues examined: no.1, August 1986; no.2, December 1986) 

Women's World Banking was c rea ted  i n  1979 " t o  advance and promote 
en t repreneursh ip  among women w i t h i n  t h e i r  own l o c a l  economies." The A f r i c a n  
branch se t  up shop i n  1985. These f i r s t  two newslet ters ,  e leven pages each 
w i t h  photographs, con ta in  repo r t s  from t h e  f i f t e e n  A f r i can  a f f i l i a t e  groups; 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  a Kenyan banking o f f i c i a l  and a UNICEF regional  d i  r ec to r ;  an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  s t a f f  and volunteers; announcements o f  semi nars and 
conferences; a l i s t  o f  banks which have ass i s ted  WWBIAfrica, and more. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PCRIODICALS 

AB: Bookman's Weekly v.79, n0.9, March 2, 1987: "Special  Women's Studies 
Issue." td :  Jacob L, Chernofsky. ISSN 0001-0340. $60. S ing le  copy: $10. 
P.O. Box AB, C l i f t o n ,  NJ 07015. ( Issue examined) 

Though AB: BooKman's Weekly i s  p r i m a r i l y  a l i s t i n g  o f  books wanted by 
a n t i q u a r i a n  booksel lers ,  pub l i she rs  and l i b r a r i e s ,  t h e  "Trade Reviews" column 
o f  t h i s  spec ia l  i ssue covers recent  books by and about women, t h e  "Pub l i sh ing  
Roundup" column fea tures  "Re-Vi s i o n i n g  Women's L ives  and Wr i t i ngs  ,I' and t h e r e  
a r e  severa l  a r t i c l e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  women's s tud ies  scholars. Among t h e  
t o p i c s :  "Aus t ra l  i an Women Authors: M i l es  Frank1 i n  and Henry Handel Richardson" 
( P a u l e t t e  Rose) ; "Researching Women's Books: An Inqu i  r y  I n t o  H i s t o r y "  (E la ine  
Katz);  and "The Women C o l l e c t o r s  o f  Femi n i s t  Books" (Madeleine B. Stern).  

AMPO: Japan-Asia Q u a r t e r l y  Review v. 18, no.213, 1986: "The Challenge Facing 
Japanese Women." $16 ( i  nd .- ( i  n s t  .). Paci f i c - A s i a  Resource Center, P.O. 
Box 5250, Tokyo Int . ,  Japan. ( Issue examined) 

Th i s  113-page spec ia l  i ssue begins w i t h  a review o f  f i f t e e n  years o f  
Japanese women's act iv ism. Among t h e  t o p i c s  covered i n  o the r  a r t i c l e s  are t h e  
r o l e  of women's weekly magazines i n  support o f  t h e  Emperor System; how 
m i c r o e l e c t r o n i c s  has become a techno1,ogy o f  oppression f o r  women; who w i  11 
bear  t h e  burden o f  an aging soc ie ty ;  t h e  Japanese sex i ndus t r y ;  and t h e  s t o r y  
of one Ainu woman's s t r u y g l e  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  qf her  people. - 
Business Week Careers v.5, no.4, Ju ly IAugust  1987: "Special  Women's Issue." 
Ed.: J. Kobert  Connor. I S S N  0891-6578. $18. S ing le  copy: $2.95. 5615 W. 
Cermak Rd., Cicero, I L  60650-2290. ( Issue examined) 

No t i ng  t h a t  "women p ro fess iona l s  outnumber men a t  51 percent  o f  t h e  
workplace.. .yet on ly  2 percent  o f  t o p  management i n  America's major 
co rpo ra t i ons  i s  female," t h i s  spec ia l  i ssue touches on a v a r i e t y  o f  issues 
sur round i  ng women's upper- level  p ro fess iona l  empl oyment. P a r t i a l  contents:  
"You Can Have It A l l "  (Mar i l yn  Moats Kennedy); "The Corporate Woman in  C r i s i s "  
(Nehama Jacobs and Sarah Hardesty) ; "When You Make More Than Your Man" ( J u d i t h  
0. Schwartz); "E igh t  Superstar Execut ives T e l l  You How t o  Succeed" ( S h i r l e y  
Sloan Fader); and "P ro tec t i ng  Yourse l f  from On-the-Job Sexual Harassment'' 
(Steven M i  t c h e l l  Sack). 

Communication v.9, no.1, 1986: 'Feminist  C r i t i q u e s  o f  Popular  Culture." Guest 
eds.: E l l e n  War te l l a  and Paula A. T re i ch le r .  I S S N  0305-4233. $44 (ind.);. 
$110 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: n o t  a v a i l a b l e  separate ly .  Gordon and Breach 
Science Pub l ishers  S.A., c/o STBS Ltd., One Bedford St . ,  London, WC2E 9PP, 
England. ( Issue examined) 

Beginning w i t h  an e d i t o r i a l  overview o f  communication s tud ies  i n  t h e  U.S., 
i n c l u d i  ng femi n i  s t  chal lenges t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  paradigms, t h i s  speci a1 issue 



covers several  more speci f i c  questions. Among t h e  t o p i c s  : "Feminist  
Approaches t o  Popular Cu l tu re :  G iv ing  Pa t r i a r chy  I t s  Due" (Lana F. Kakow o f  
UW-Parkside) and "The S i t u a t i o n  o f  Lesbianism as Femi nism's Magical Sign: 
Contests f o r  Meaning and t h e  U.S. Women's Movement, 1968-1972" ( K a t i e  King) .  

Communication v.9, no.314, 1987: " I n t e r s e c t i o n s  o f  Power: C r i t i c i s m  -- 
t e l e v i s i o n  -- Gender." Guest eds. : Paula A. T re i ch le r ,  Lawrence Grossberg, 
and John Fiske. (See above en t r y  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  in format ion. )  ( I ssue  
exami ned) 

An i n t r o d u c t o r y  essay by Grossberg and T r e i c h l e r  sets  t he  theme f o r  t h e  
i ssue, which inc ludes  such a r t i c l e s  as: "Reading Feminine Ui scourse: Prime- 
Time T e l e v i s i o n  i n  t he  U.S." (Jack ie  Byars o f  UW-Madison); "Form and Female 
Authorsh ip  i n  Music Video" (L i sa  A. Lewis); and "Cagney and Lacey: Reading 
Character  S t r u c t u r a l  l y  and P o l i t i c a l l y "  (John F i  ske). 

European Journal o f  Engineering Educat ion v. 11, no.3, 1986: "Women i n  
Engineer ing Education." Guest ed. : Geof f  Chivers. ISSN 0304-3797. $80. 
S ing le  copy: i n q u i r e .  Carfax Pub l ish ing  Co:, P.O. Box 25, Abingdon, 
Oxfordshi  r e  OX14 3UE, England. ( Issue exami ned) 

Among t h e  a r t i c l e s  inc luded are:  "Rumanian Women i n  Technol ogy" (Mariana 
Be1 i s )  ; "Technol ogy f o r  G i r l s  i n  Sweden" ( I n g r i d  Granstam) ; "Women i n  
, Engineer ing i n  t h e  Netherlands" (Saskia I. Everts  and E l l e n  C. J. van Oost);  

"Equal Ta len ts  -- Unequal Measure: Ski 1  l e d  Women Workers i n  A u s t r i a ' s  Metal 
I ndus t r y "  ( I n a  Wagner) ; and "Women i n  Technology: A Scheme f o r  Women Engineer 
Returners"  (A i  1  sa Swarbrick).  

He l i os  v.13, no.2, 1986: "Rescuing Creusa: New Methodological  Approaches t o  
Women i n  An t i qu i t y . "  Guest ed.: Mar i l yn  Skinner. ISSN 0160-0923. $10 
( ind . ) ;  $18 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy . (of  spec ia l  i s sue ) :  $9 (paper);  $21 ( c l o t h ) .  
Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y  Press, Sales O f f i ce ,  Box 4139, Texas Tech Un ive rs i t y ,  
Lubbock, TX 79409. ( Issue examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Ten Years A f t e r  ~ o m e r o ~ :  Studies o f  t he  Image and 
Real i t y  o f  Women i n  Ant igu i  t y "  (Phy l l  i s  Cul ham) ; "Midwives and Ma te rn i t y  Care 
i n t h e  Greco-Roman World ( V a l e r i e  French); "Non-Li t e r a r y  Evidence f o r  Jewi sh 
Women i n  Rome and Eqypt" (ROSS S. Kraemer): and "Female S~eech  and Female 
Sexua l i t y :  ~ u r i ~ e d e ? '  ~ i ~ ~ o l ~ t o s  as ~ o d e l "  ( ~ a n c ~  S. ~ a b i n o w i  t z )  ; p l u s  two 
book reviews. 

IEEE Transact ions on Educat ion v.E-28, no.4, November 1985: "Special  Issue on 
llomen i n  t n g i  nee r i  ng." Guest ed. : Thelma E s t r i n .  ISSN 0018-9359. Annual 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  f o r  nonmembers on request. S ing le  copy: $12 (nonmembers). 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  and E l e c t r o n i c s  Engineers, Inc., Serv ice Center, 445 
Hoes Lane, P i  scataway , NJ 08854-4150. ( Issue examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "From Computer t o  E l e c t r i c a l  Engineer: The Remarkable 
Career o f  E d i t h  Clarke" (J.E. B r i t t a i n ) ;  "Momen i n  Science and Engineering: An 
Overview" (S. Mahaley Ma1 com) ; "Ref1 ec t i ons  on Women Graduate Students i n  
Engineer ing"  (M. S. Dressel haus) ; "Women i n  Engineering: Programs f o r  Reentry 
and Career Change" (B. J. Campbell and T. A. Roffman); and "Women Engineers 
and S c i e n t i s t s  i n  t h e  Army" (A. M. Hoeber, e t  a1 .). 



Journal o f  Communication Inqu i  ry v.11, no.1, Winter 1987: "The Feminist 
Issue." Guest eds.: t d i  t o r i a l  c o l l e c t i v e .  ISSN 0196-8599. $7 (students)  ; 
$10 ( ind.) ; $24 ( ins t . ) .  S ing le  copy: i nqu i re .  JCI subscr ipt ions,  205 
Communications Center, Un ivers i ty  o f  Iowa, Iowa Ci ty ,  IA 52242. ( Issue 
exami ned ) 

Se iz ing  the  opportuni ty  t o  f i l l  a research void between femin i s t  s tud ies  
and communication scholarship, t h e  e d i t o r i a l  c o l l e c t i v e  i n v i t e d  papers 
i n c l u d i n g  the  fo l lowing:  " P o l i t i c s  and Di f fe rence:  Radical Feminist 
Epistemological  Premises f o r  Communication Studies" (Kathryn C i  rksena) ; "Class 
and Gender i n  Prime-Time Te lev is ion  Entertainment: Observations from a 
S o c i a l i s t  Feminist Perspect ive" (H. L e s l i e  Steeves and Mar i l yn  Craf ton Smith) ; 
"The Mary Kay Way: The Feminizat ion o f  a Corporate Discourse" (Jane Banks and 
P a t r i c i a  R. Zimmerman); and "Conversing a t  t he  Margins: A Polemic, o r  Feminism 
and Communication Studies" (Karen E. Altman). 

Journal  o f  t h e  Nat ional  Associat ion f o r  Women Deans, Administrators, & 
Counselors v.49, no.4, Summer 1986: "Men's Studies." tds.: P a t r i c i a  Farrant  
and Harry Brod (guest).  ISSN 0094-3460. $24. Single copy: $6. 1325 18th 
St., N.W., Su i te  210, Washington, DC 20036. ( Issue examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents: " A  Curr iculum f o r  a Men's Studies Program" (Sam 
Femi ano) ; " I s  Equa l i ty  S t i l l  I nequa l i t y? "  (G lo r ia  Feman Orenstein);  "Gay 

,Studies and Men's Studies" (Wal ter  L. Wi l l iams) ;  "Why I s  This Men's Studies 
D i f f e r e n t  from A l l  Other Men's Studies?" (Harry Brod). 

Journal  of Social  Issues v.41, no.4, 1985: "Sex D iscr iminat ion  i n  Academe." 
Guest eds.: Ethel D. Kahn and L i l l i a n  Robbins. $25 ( ind.);  $95 ( ins t . ) .  
S ing le  copy: $14.50. Plenum Publ ish ing Corp., 233 Spring St., New York, NY 
10013. ( Issue examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents o f  t h i s  issue; "The Values o f  Academe: Sexism as a 
Natura l  Consequence" (Ann Fuehrer and Karen M a i t l  and Sch i l  li ng) ; "The 
Devaluat ion o f  Women's Competence" (Bernice L o t t )  ; "Facul ty  Women's 
Associat ion:  An Instrument f o r  Change" (Mary R. Anderson and G l o r i a  N. 
Wilson); "Legal Perspect ives on Sex Equi ty  i n  Faculty Employment" (Mary W. 
Gray) ; and "Soci a1 Psycho1 og ica l  Issues i n  -Sex Di scr imi  nat ion"  (Ethel  D. Kahn 
and L i l l i a n  Robbins). \ . 
Michigan Q u a r t e r l y  Review v.26, no.1, Winter 1987: "Women and Memory." Guest 
eds.: Margaret A. Lourie, Domna C. Stanton, and Martha Vicinus. ISSN 0026- 
2420. $13 ( ind.) ;  $15 ( ins t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $3.50. 3032 Rackham Bldg., 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Michigan, Ann Arbor, M I  48109. ( Issue examined) 

The e d i t o r s  have rounded out  t h e  papers presented a t  a 1986 conference on 
women and memory by adding works o f  f i c t i o n  and poetry, graphics, review 
essays, and an interv iew. Among t h e  t i t l e s  and t h e i r  authors are: "The 
D i s i n h e r i t e d  as Source: Rural Black Women's Memories" (Marsha Jean Dar l i ng )  ; 
"Re-Membering the  Selves: I s  the  Repressed Gendered?" (Jane F lax) ;  "Eccentr ic  
Memories: A Conversation w i t h  Maxine Hong Kingston" (Paula Rabinowitz) ; 
" I n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  Memory: Libraries and Women's Work(s)" (Susan Searing o f  UW 
System) ; and "Balancing Rocks" (Nadine Gordimer) . 
Midland Review: A Journal o f  Contemporary L i te ra tu re ,  L i t e r a r y  Cr i t i c i sm,  and 
A r t  no.3, Winter 1986: "A Feature Issue o f  Contemporary I r i s h  Women's 
m t i n g . "  Ed. : Nuala Archer. ISSN 0886-7976. $6. Department of Engl ish, 
Oklahoma Sta te  Un ivers i ty ,  S t i l l w a t e r ,  OK 74078. ( Issue examined) 

Th is  anthology o f  works by contemporary I r i s h  women was gathered by the  
e d i t o r ,  h e r s e l f  o f  I r i s h  descent, and cons is ts  l a r g e l y  o f  poetry and f i c t i o n ,  



w i t h  one shor t  play, some photographs, and th ree  essays. Among the  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  are  Eavan Boland, Fiona Barr, R i t a  Ann Higgins, Janet Madden- 
Simpson, Medbh McGuckian, and Ei thne Strong. 

Modern Aust r ian  L i t e r a t u r e :  Journal o f  t h e  In te rna t iona l  Ar thur  Schn i t z le r  
Research Associat ion v.18, no.314, 1985: "Speci a1 Ingeborg Bachmann Issue." 
Ed.: Donald G .  Daviau. ISSN 0026-7503. $15 ( i n d ) ;  $25 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: 
$4.. MAL, c /o Dr, Jorun B. Johns, Dept. o f  Foreign Languages, C a l i f o r n i a  Sta te  
Un ive rs i t y ,  San ~ e r n a r d i n o ,  t A  92407. ( Issue examined) 

Some o f  t h e  t o p i c s  covered i n  t h i s  b i l i n g u a l ,  274-page specia l  issue on 
f i c t i o n  w r i t e r  Ingeborg Bachmann are: Joseph Roth and the  voices o f  Bachmannls 
Tro t tas ;  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  topography o f  "Drei Wege zum See"; g u i l t  and abso lu t ion  
i n  Bachmann's "Psalm"; and a re-reading o f  "Undine geht" w i t h  an eye toward 
French femi n t s t  theory. 

Oxford L i t e r a r y  Review v.8, no.1/2, 1986: "Sexual Dif ference." Guest ed.: 
Robert Young. -05-1498. $11.95 ( ind.);  $24 ( ins t . ) .  S ingle copy: $6 
( ind . ) ;  $12 ( i ns t . ) .  Oxford L i t e r a r y  Review, Dept. o f  English, The 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Southampton SO9 5NH, England. ( Issue examined) 

Th is  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  papers from the Conference on Sexual D i f fe rence he ld  i n  
4 1985 forms a double issue organized along t h e  fo l l ow ing  themes: masculine 

s e x u a l i t y ;  feminism and psychoanalysis; hys te r ia ,  w r i t i n g  and l i t e r a t u r e ;  
f em in i s t  c r i t i c i s m ;  and the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  sexual d i f f e r e n c e  t o  cinematic 
pleasure, lanyuage, v i sua l  pleasure, phi1 osophy and law. Among the  w r i t e r s  
a r e  Mary Jacobus, E l izabeth  Cowie, Deborah Cameron, T o r i l  Moi , Rachel Bowl by, 
Beverley Brown, J u l i e t  M i  t che l  1 , Lisa  Jardine, and E la ine  Showalter. 

Paragraph: The Journal o f  the  Modern C r i t i c a l  Theor Grou v.8, October 1986: aY--9 "l-eminism: A Special Issue i n  Honor o f  Simone tie eauvoir  (1908-1986)." Guest 
ed.: Diana Knight. ISSN 0264-8334. $30, S ing le  copy: $17.50. Journals 
Subscr ip t ion  Dept., Oxford Univers i ty .  Press, Walton St., Oxford OX2 6DP, 
England. ( Issue exami ned) 

"Unashamedly separa t i s t  i n  i t s  conception< according t o  e d i t o r  Knight,  
t h i s  specia l  issue inc ludes such papers as: "Women, the Sacred and Money" . 
(Lute I r i g a r a y ) ;  "French Theory and the  Seduction o f  Feminism" (Jane Gal lop) ;  
and "Parables and P o l i t i c s :  Feminist C r i t i c i s m  i n  1986" (Nancy K. M i l l e r ) .  
Among the  reviews i s  T o r i l  Mo i ls  c r i t i q u e  o f  two recent works on de Beauvoir. 

Socia l  Education: The O f f i c i a l  Journal o f  the  Nat ional  Council f o r  t h e  Social  
Studies v.51, no.3, March 1987: Special sec t ion  on "Gett ing Women and Gender 
i n t o e  Curr iculum Mainstream." Guest ed. : Mary Kay Thompson Tetreaul t . 
ISSN 0037-7724. $20 (member); $35 (non-member). Single copy: $5. National 
Counci l  f o r  t h e  Social  Studies, 3501 Newark St., N.W., Washington, DC 20016. 
( Issue exami ned) 

P a r t i a l  contents o f  t h i s  specia l  sec t ion  geared t o  the  p r e c o l l e g i a t e  
l e v e l  : "Keth ink i  ng ,Women, Gender, and t h e  Social  Studies" (Mary Kay Thompson 
Tetreaul  t ) ; " Inqu i  r y  Teaching and Femi n i  s t  Pedagogy" (Frances A. Maher) ; 
"Women's H is to ry  f o r  Global Learning" (Susan H i l l  Gross); and "A Gender- 
Balanci ng Resource L i s t "  which inc ludes mate r ia l s  from s t a t e  departments o f  
education, p lus  l i s t s  o f  pe r iod i ca l s ,  presses, and audi o-v isual  centers 
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  women1 s issues ( G l o r i a  Contreras). 



CEASED PUBLICFI-TION 

Women's D ia r i es :  A Quarter ly Newslet ter  1983-1986. Ed. by Jane DuPres Begos. 
Quar te r l y .  ISSN 0742-0951. P.O. Box 247, Rhinebeck, NY 12572-0247. 
( I n f o r m a t i o n  from l a s t  i ssue o f  t h e  news le t te r ,  v.4, no.4, Winter 1986) 

ITEmS O F  NOTE 
A number o f  e x c i t i n g  aud iov isua ls  and teach ing  ma te r i a l s  on women around t h e  
w o r l d  have cane t o  our  a t t e n t i o n  t h i s  quar te r :  

* A sound f i l m s t r i p  and t h r e e  s l i de / tape  shows on WOMEN I N  LATIN AMERICA, 
AFRICA AND A S I A  a re  ava i l ab le ,  w i t h  teachers '  guides,from Glenhurst  
-The f i l m s t r i p  i s  on "Women i n  Japan," and t h e  s l  ide/ tapes are  
t i t l e d  "The I n v i s i b i l i t y  o f  Women i n  Income Generation," "Gender Issues and 
A y r i c u l  t u r a l  Development: A West A f r i c a n  Example," and "Women, Natura l  
Resources and Energy i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Development ." The f i l m s t r i p  cos ts  $40, 
and t h e  s l i de / tapes  $60 each, o r  a1 1 t h r e e  f o r  $165. Wr i t e  Women's H i s t o r y  

4 Curr icu lum, Glenhurst Pub l i ca t ions ,  Centra l  Community Center, 6300 Walker St., 
S t .  Louis  Park, MN 55416. 

* Women's Radio Programmes o f f e r s  e i g h t  t r a n s c r i p t s  and/or casset te  tapes o f  
i n t e r v i e w s  from t h e  INTERNATIONAL VOICES -- NEWSWOMEN OF THE WORLD conference 
November 12-16, 1986. ' Inc lud ing  such t o p i c s  as "Women i n  t h e  Media," "Towards 
a New Kind o f  I n fo rma t i on  Flow," "The Double Workload," and "Covering t h e  
M i  1 i t a t y  ," t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  i nterv iews by Lena Yacoumopoul ou are avai  1 ab le  
f r e e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and four teen-minute tapes f r e e  t o  broadcast 
o rgan i za t i ons ,  women ' s  and educat ional  organizat ions.  Contact Lena 
YacoumopOulou, Women's Radio Programmes, Room S-859, Uni ted Nations, New York, 
NY 10017 (212-754-6993 o r  6977). 

* THE WOMEN'S VIDEO COLLECTIVE/AFRICA PROJEC'T had pu t  toge ther  n ine  
- 

v ideotapes from t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions Decade f o r  Women Conference and Forum h e l d  
i n   airo obi, Kenya i n  1985. The tapes i nc lude  two overviews o f  t h e  conference 
and t h e  women present;  s i x  i n te rv iews  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  women from t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s ,  Kenya, Lebanon, Ind ia ,  and B o l i v i a ;  and ed i t ed  vers ions of 
severa l  o f  t h e  workshops. Due out  soon i s  a s ix ty -minu te  documentary on women 
f rom developing countr ies.  Tapes average $100 f o r  sale, $50 t o  ren t .  For  
more i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  order,  w r i t e  Women's Video C o l l e c t i v e / A f r i c a  P ro jec t ,  
P.O. Box 1609, Cambridge, MA 02138 (617-524-6588). 

* WFS (WOMEN'S FEATURE SERVICE) i s  a bi-monthly b u l l e t i n  o f  f ea tu res  w r i t t e n  
by T h i r d  World women j o u r n a l i s t s  w i t h  a focus on development issues. Cost i s  
$35 f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and $50 f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  U.S. To subscr ibe, w r i t e  
Women's Feature Service, c /o I n t e r  Press Service, P.O. Box 462 Grand Centra l  
S t a t i o n ,  New York, NY 10047; t o  contact  WFS headquarters i n  I t a l y ,  w r i t e  WFS, 
C / O  I n t e r  Press Service, V ia  Panisperna 207, 00184 Rome, I t a l y  
(485692/4742497). 

* THE WORLD'S WOMEN TEACHING KIT f o s t e r s  h igh  school and co l l ege  l e v e l  
d i s c x o n  on women i n  education, heal th ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and t h e  l a b o r  force,  w i t h  
an eye toward he lp ing  students compare t h e  l i v e s  o f  women i n  less-developed 
c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  those i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  nat ions. Inc luded are  a s tudent  



workbook, a teacher 's  guide, a f o r t y - f i v e  page surveyls tudy book, and a 
c o l o r f u l  p o s t e r - l i k e  data sheet. The cos t  i s  $7.50 p l u s  $1  hand l ing  f o r  t h e  
k i t ,  o r  each i t e m  may be purchased separately.  Wr i t e  Popu la t ion  Referente 
Bureau, Inc., P.O. Box 35012, Washington, DC 20013. 

Be1 ow are  two resources r e l a t e d  t o  people w i t h  d i sab i  1 i t i e s :  

* WOMEN AN0 GIRLS WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTRODUCTORY TEACHING PACKET may be 
ordered from Oraanizat ion f o r  Eaual Educat ion o f  t h e  Sexes (OEES) f o r  $14.50 
p l u s  $3 handl ing. Wr i t e  o r  c a l i  OEES PacketsIPosters, 438 f o u r t h  St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 (718-788-3478). 

* The Research and T r a i n i n g  Center on Independent L i v i n g  a t  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Kansas has developed a l i s t  o f  GUIDELINES FOR WHITING ABOUT PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES. The guide1 ines  were e f f e c t i v e l y  used i n  an "educate-the-medi a" 
p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  Kansas C i t y  area t o  he lp  repo r te rs  avo id  terms such as 
" a f f l i c t e d "  and "wheel chai  r-bound" and focus on issues r a t h e r  than "personal 
conquest s to r ies . "  For a copy o f  t h e  gu ide l ines ,  w r i t e  The Media P ro jec t ,  
Research and T r a i n i n g  Center on Independent L i v i n g ,  348 Haworth, U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Kansas, Lawrence, KS 66045 (913-842-7694: vo ice)  o r  (913-842-9662: TDD). 

' We've r e c e n t l y  noted several  pub l t ca t i ons  on the  t o p i c  o f  sex equ i t y :  

* A MONTHLY FACT SHEET ON SEX EQUITY i s  produced by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Nor th  
F l o r i d a  i n  cooperat ion w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  Department o f  Vocat ional ,  Adult ,  and 
Community Education. The pub1 i c a t i o n  inc ludes  s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  advancement 
o f  women i n  the  workforce i n  F l o r i d a  and the  U.S.; b r i e f s  on research; adv ice 
on personal and pro fess iona l  development; and news r e l a t e d  t o  sex equ i ty .  For 
a f r e e  copy o f  t h e  guide, w r i t e  Be t te  Soldwedel, Professor  o f  Educat ion and 
P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nor th F lo r i da ,  Col lege o f  Education and Human 
Services, 4567 St. Johns B l u f f  lid.,, S., Jacksonvi 1 le ,  FL 3221'6. 

* RETIKEMENT EUUITY ACT OF 1984: ITS IMPACT ON WOMEN, a book le t  r e c e n t l y  
pub l i shed  by t h e  U.S. Department o f  Labor, e x d a i n s  how t h e  new re t i rement  law . 
works t o  women's benef i t :  For a f r e e  copy, w r i t e  b i v i s i o n  o f  I n fo rma t i on  and 
Pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  Women's Bureau, U.S. Department o f  Labor, Washington, DC 20210. 

* LOOKING FOK MORE THAN A FEW GOOD WOMEN IN TRADITIONALLY MALE FIELDS 
discusses "some o f  t h e  'reasons why more women are no t  s tudvina and complet inq 
degrees i n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  male f i e i d s  and what can be done by ~os tsecondary  

- 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  he lp  remedy t h i s  s i t ua t i on . "  Th is  twenty- four  page repo r t  by 
J u l i e  Kuhn Ehrhar t  and Bern ice R. Sandler i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $5 from the  P r o j e c t  
on t h e  Status and Educat ion o f  Women, A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  American Colleges, 1818 R 
St., N.W., Washington, DC 20009 (202-387-1300). 

Two audio tape i.tems may be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  readers: 

* RETUKN OF ---- THE GODDESS i s  a four -par t  se r i es  o f  r a d i o  programs t h a t  a i r e d  
on t h e  Canadian Broadcast ing System i n  1986. Usin readings, music and 9 i n t e r v i  ews, t h e  hour-1 ong programs center  on women s sp i  r i t u a l  i t y  as re1 a ted  
t o  music and a r t ;  t o  women's l i t e r a t u r e ,  performance and psychology; t o  
women's h i s t o r y ,  theology and r e l i g i o n ;  and t o  p o l i t i c s .  Now a v a i l a b l e  on 
c a s s e t t e  tape, t h e  programs may be ordered from CBC Audio Products, Canadian 
Broadcast ing System, c /o Jane Gonda, Box 500-Stat ion A, Toronto, Ontar io ,  M5W 
1E6, Canada. 



* JEZEBEL TAPES AND BOOKS o f  London i s  p u t t i n g  together  a ser ies  o f  tapes on 
which l esb ian  poets read t h e i r  own work, accompanied by musicians. For a l i s t  
o f  a v a i l a b l e  books and tapes, w r i t e  G. E. Hanscombe, 16 Hornsey Rise, London 
N19 3SB. England. 

Four sources fo r  rare, ou t -o f -p r in t ,  and spec ia l i zed books on women are l i s t e d  
be1 ow: 

* HISTORY OF THE BRITISH WOMAN, Catalogue 46, from Peter  Be1 1 o f  London, 
l i s t s  a number o f  r a r e  works on B r i t i s h  women. The address i s  4, Brandon St., 
Edi nburgh, EH3 5DX, Scot1 and (031-556-2198). 

* WOMEN IN SOCIETY: WITH AN EMPHASIS ON FEMINISM AND THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
~ O V ~ M E N T , a t a l o g u e  55 from Second L i f e  Books, o f f e r s  399 items i n  i t s  
l i s t i n g .  For a copy, w r i t e  t o  Second L i f e  Books, Inc., quarry Road, P.O. Box 
242, Lanesborough, MA 01237 (413-447-8010). 

* Joanna Taylor,  Books, L i s t  No. 83 i s  ARTISTS' EXHIBITION CATALOGUES. 
Inc luded are  118 items from e x h i b i t i o n s  by women a r t i s t s ,  each cata log 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  wrapper. Order from Joanna Taylor,  Books, 2461 E l  
Pavo Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 (916-362-6963). 
1 

* SCHOENHOFIS FOREIGN BOOKS o f f e r s  women's s tud ies  book1 i s t s  i n  French, 
German, and Spanish, and stocks t i t l e s  i n  other  languages as we l l .  For 
i nformation, contac t  Schoenhof I s  Foreign Books, Box 182, 76A Mt .  Auburn St., 
Cambridge, MA 02138 (617-547-8855). 

Two miscel laneous items t h a t  have recent ly  come t o  our a t t e n t i o n  are: 

* Par t  I o f  RECORDS OF THE WOMEN'S BUREAU OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 
1918-1965 i s  ava i l ab le  on micro f i lm.  "Reports o f  t he  D i  r ec to r ,  Annual 
Summaries, Major Conferences, Speeches, and A r t i c l e s "  occupies 23 r e e l s  and 
comes w i t h  a p r i n t e d  guide. Cost i s  $1,700 from Un ive rs i t y  Pub l i ca t i ons  o f  
America, Inc., Dept. B-L287, 44 N. Market St., [ reder ick,  MD 21701 (1-800-692- 
6300). - 
* The CENTER FOR THE AMERICAN WOMAN AND POLITICS (CAWP) SUBSCRIBER 
INFORMATION SERVICE offe-s a year designed t o  update 
subscr ibers on women's p o l i t i c a l  s ta tus  i n  t h i s  country as we l l  as the  
Center 's  research programs. Wr i te  t o  CAWP, Eagleton ~ n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l i t i c s ,  
Rutgers Un ive rs i t y ,  New Brunswick, NJ 08901. 

IN UOmEN'S STUDIES 
"Goddesses and Goddess Worship: A Sel ected Keadi ng L i s t  ," compiled by Susan 
Searing, organizes a l i s t i n g  o f  recent books on t h e  t o p i c  i n t o  f i v e  
ca tegor ies :  b ib1  iography, reference, goddesses i n  h i s t o r y  and qyth, goddesses 
i n  Jungian psychology, and goddesses i n  contemporary spi r i t u a l i t y .  "Asian 
Women i n  America: A B ib l iography"  i s  a l i s t i n g  o f  p r i n t  and audiov isual  
m a t e r i a l s  publ ished i n  conjunct ion w i t h  a recent UW-Madison f i l m  and 



l i t e r a t u r e  f e s t i v a l  on AsianIPaci f i c  American women. Compiled by Lynn 
Christensen and updated by Linda Shult and Chr i s t i na  Wagner, t h e  t h i  rteen-page 
b ib l i og raphy  l i s t s  resources under these subject areas: general /cur rent  
issues, empl oymentleducati on, h i s to ry ,  soc io l  ogylpsychol ogy, 
femi nismllesbians, 11 tera ture lpoet ry ,  f i lm/v ideo/nonpr in t  sources, and 
pe r iod ica ls .  Both b ib l iographies,  Bs wel l  as others i n  the  ser ies "Wisconsin 
B ib l i og raph ies  i n  Women's Studies," are ava i l ab le  f r e e  o f  charge from: UW 
System Women's Studies L ibrar ian ,  112A Memorial L ibrary,  728 State St., 
Madi soh, W I  53706 (608-263-5754). 

BOOK REVIEUS 

FRIENDSHIP IN WOCI~EN'S LIVES 

Linda Ot to  L ipse t t ,  Kemember Me: Women and Their  Friendship Q u i l t s .  San 
A Francisco: Q u i l t  Disest Press, 1985. 1350. b i b l  . $29.95, ISBN 0-913327-04- 

2  ; pap., $19.95, I S ~ N  0-913327-03-4. LC 85-9525. 

Ann Oosthuizen, ed., Stepping Out: Short Stor ies on Friendship Between Women. 
London; New York: Pandora Press, 1986. 175p. pap., $8.95, ISBN 0-86358-048- 
3. LC 85-28298. 

Janice G. Raymond, A Passion f o r  Friends: Towards a  Philosophy o f  Female 
Af fec t ion .  0 o s t o n : ~ a c o n  Press, 1986. 275p. b i b l .  index. $22=SBN O- 
8070-6724-5. LC 85-47942. 

L i l l i a n  B. Rubin, Just  Friends: ~ h e ' ~ o 1 e  o f  Friendship i n  Our Lives. New 
York : Harper and Row, 1985. 235p. b i  b l  . i qdex. $15.45, ISBN 0-06-015460-8; 
pap., $6.95, ISBN 0-06-091349-5. LC 84-43074. , 

L i l  l i a n  Kubin introduces her book Just  Friends w i t h  a  personal vignette. 
She i s  a t  the  wedding o f  her best f r ie r td ls  s6n and i s  taken aback by the  f a c t  
t h a t  she has been excluded from t h e  ceremony, desp i te  her closeness t o  t h e  
fami l y ,  wh i le  a  seldom-seen but  b lood-re lated aunt has been included. Kinship 
i s  considered "sacred" i n  our society,  she concludes; f r i endsh ip  i s  only 
"secu lar "  (p.31). There are no i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms through M i c h  we can 
a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  importance o f  f r iendship,  no language t o  capture t h e  s u b t l e t i e s  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  kinds of  f r iendship,  no c lea r  boundaries t o  def ine  what f r i ends  
can and can ' t  be (chap. 1). The importance o f  f r i endsh ip  has begun t o  be 
acknowledged, especi a1 l y  by femin is ts  (p.10), but no cohesive ana lys is  exists.  

Rubi n  examines the  meaning o f  f r i endsh ip  i n  modern American l i f e ,  drawing 
t o  some extent  on published l i t e r a t u r e  but p r i m a r i l y  on four  hundred in-depth 
in te rv iews  w i t h  urban women and men. Three quarters o f  her informants are 
heterosexuals, and one quarter, homosexuals. Rubi n' i s  in teres ted i n  what 
people say about t h e i r  f r iends,  and i n  how they behave; she i s  not concerned 
w i t h  an idea l  o f  f r i endsh ip  or  a  theore t i ca l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  stance. Rubin 
argues t h a t  f r iends are "centra l  actors i n  t h e  developmental drama" o f  our 



adul thood (p.bl), and t h a t  we take  on new f r i endsh ips  as we'develop new p a r t s  
o f  ourselves. The depth o f  any given f r i e n d s h i p  depends on t h e  ex ten t  t o  
which t h e  f r i e n d  shares and va l i da tes  p a r t s  o f  ourselves. 

J u s t  Fr iends i s  not p r i m a r i l y  about women, bu t  issues o f  gender d i f f e r e n c e  - 
immediately sur face as c e n t r a l  concerns. Rubi n  s ta tes  unequivocal l y  t h a t  a t  
every l i f e  stage between twen ty - f i ve  and f i f t y - f i v e  women have more and c l o s e r  
f r i e n d s h i p s  than men do, and t h a t  women's bonds are based on t r u e  in t imacy  
r a t h e r  than shared a c t i v i t y  (chap. 4).  She explores t h i s  i ssue t o  some 
ex ten t ,  1  ooki  ng a t  c h i  1  dhood careg i  v i  ng and soci  a1 i t a t  i o n  pa t te rns ,  bu t  o t h e r  
t h a n  asse r t i ng  t h a t  f u t u r e  f r i e n d s h i p  pa t te rns  cou ld  be changed i f  bo th  men 
and women were equa l l y  i nvo l ved  i n  c h i l d c a r e  (p,107), she does l i t t l e  more 
than  methodical  l y  document f a i  r l y  se l f - ev iden t  pa t te rns  t h a t  have a1 ready' been 
brought  t o  l i g h t  i n  t h e  popular  media, Rubi n ' s  book i s  eminent ly  readable, 
however, and makes e x p l i c i t  what f o r  many women may p rev ious l y  have on ly  been 
i n t u i t i v e .  

The same concern f o r  a r t i c u l a t i n g  and c o d i f y i n g  t h e  meaning o f  f r i e n d s h i p  
i n fo rms  Janice Raymond's A Passion f o r  Friends, bu t  as t h e  s u b t i t l e  i nd i ca tes ,  

4 Raymond i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  f e m i n i s t  theory by developing a  
p h i  1  osophy o f  f r i e n d s h i p  between women. Raymond c la ims women must recognize 
t h a t  t hey  l i v e  i n  a  "man-made" wor ld  and l e a r n  t o  f u n c t i o n  w i t h i n  it, w h i l e  a t  
t h e  same t i m e  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  own i ndependent , far -s igh ted ,  f r e e  female v i  sion. 
Th i s  v i s i o n  should be based on female f r iendsh ip ,  which has " reve la to ry  power" 
(p.213) and g ives  a  concrete re fe rence p o i n t  from which t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  world. 
Raymond espouses, i n  o the r  words, something o the r  than a  s e p a r a t i s t  p o l i t i c s ,  
and she i s  c a r e f u l  t o  p o i n t  out  t h a t  female a f f e c t i o n  can e x i s t  between women 
who are  not  lovers ,  b u t  she never theless denies t h a t  women can f i n d  t h e i r  f u l l  
power o r  " v i t a l  selves" i f  they engage i n  "he tero- re la t ions  ." 

U n l i k e  Rubin, Raymond i s  not  concerned w i t h  f r i endsh ip  between men o r  
between hen and women; she i s  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  documenting pa t te rns  t h a t  
e x i s t  than  i n  a r t i c u l a t i n g  pa t te rns  t h a t  might come t o  be. She adamantly 
i n s i s t s  t h a t  femi n i  sm has he re to fo re  been t o o  concerned w i t h  equal i t y  w i t h  men 
o r  ways i n  which women have been wronged, and p o s i t s  t h a t  a  t r u e  femi nism must 
be based on an image o f  empowerment r a t h e r  than oppression. Her concept o f  
"Gyn la f f ec t i on "  ( t h e  term and much o f  Raymond's p o i n t  o f  view r e f l e c t  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  Mary Daly) i s  based on " thought fu l  passion" and a  " l i f e - g l a d "  
s tance t h a t  i s  cons tan t l y  seeking f o r  i n t e g r i t y  (chap. 5) .  

To s t rengthen her  v is ion ,  Raymond looks a t  e x i s t i n g  impediments t o  
empowerment (ove r - re l i ance  on therapy as a  way o f  l i f e ,  s i m p l i s t i c  ideas t h a t  
f e m i n i s t  f r i e n d s h i p  i s  easy) and h i s t o r i c a l  models o f  female autonomy and 
Gyn la f f ec t i on .  Her d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  autonomy i n  medieval convents i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  b u t  incomplete and unconvincing. Her treatment o f  t h e  " s p i n s t e r  
s is te rhoods"  t h a t  e x i s t e d  among s i l kworkers  o f  Canton Prov ince i n  China i n  t h e  
n ine teen th  century i s  more thorough, and her  argument t h a t  t h e  Chinese women 
were consciously  f o r g i n g  t h e i r  own l i f e s t y l e  r a t h e r  t han  r e t r e a t i n g  from t h e  
male-def ined wor ld  i s  wel l - taken, bu t  because t h e  s is terhoods a re  not  r e a l l y  
g i v e n  an h i s t o r i c a l  context,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  see them as models f o r  
contemporary women. 



A Passion f o r  Fr iends i s  e x c i t i n g  p r e c i s e l y  because it i s  passionate, 
v i s i ona ry ,  and o p t i m i s t i c ,  and can i n s p i  r e  and empower women t o  examine, 
value, and work a t  t h e  f r iendsh ips  I n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  It t o o - g l i b l y  dismisses 
t h e  concerns o f  women \ho do f u n c t i o n  i n  h e t e r o - r e a l i t y  and glosses over some 
o f  t h e  p a i n  and d i f f i c u l t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  these n u r t u r i n g  f r iendsh ips ,  bu t  
v i s i o n a r i e s  a re  so re l y  needed and can be excused f o r  no t  being p lan ted  f i r m l y  
i n  t h e  ground. 

S te  i n  Out i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  sho r t  S to r i es  t h a t  i s  l a r g e l y  about women 
who l-%-%lT i v e  o r  e most p a r t  ou ts ide  o f  hetero-real  i ty .  Some s t o r i e s  a re  
populated s o l e l y  by women and descr ibe  t h e  f u l l n e s s  and completeness o f  a 
G y n l a f f e c t i v e  world. The l a s t  s t o r y  i n  t h e  book, Sara Ma i t l and ' s  "Let  Us Now 
Pra i se  Unknown Women...," captures t h e  i n t e n s i t y  and depth o f  bonding between 
women and a r t i c u l a t e s  the  f i n a l  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e d i t o r  -- one which i s  
remarkably s i m i l a r  t o  Raymond's. Whi le  nurs ing  her  i n f a n t  daughter, t h e  
he ro ine  remembers what she was taught  by two wi tches she had met as a c h i l d :  
you j u s t  have t o  "remember you are  a w i t c h  woman, f u l l  o f  power and st rength,  
and then you can do anyth ing you want," even f l y  (p.172). 

E a r l i e r  s t o r i e s  i nd i ca te ,  however, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  considerable pa in  i n  
t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  these r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and l i v e  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  world. 
The tone i s  se t  i n  the  i n i t i a l  piece, Anna L i v i a ' s  "5 2 1 2  C h a r l o t t e  Mews." 
The women o f  t h e  s t o r y  a re  about t o  journey t o  t h e i r  own "country," a count ry  
o f  l ove  among women. They are  warned i n  an o r i e n t a t i o n  speech t h a t  t h e  p lace  
where they are going "seems almost t o  emanate anguish from i t s  roo ts "  (p.10). 
Other  s t o r i e s  cor robora te  t h a t  even women f r i e n d s  leave and betray one 
another ,  and se t  up obstac les t o  closeness. Sometimes we d o n ' t  even recognize 
o u r  f r i e n d s  and support systems, i n d i c a t e  Jack ie  Kay i n  "Since Agnes L e f t "  and 
Martha Rowe i n  "Who's She -- The Cat 's  Mother?" The groping f o r  f r i e n d s h i p  
t h a t  comes a1 i v e  i n  some o f  these s t o r i e s  echoes, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  confus ion and 
l a c k  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  Rubin t r i e s  t o  e l u c i d a t e  i n  Jus t  Friends. I t ' s  s t i l l  a 
1 ong way t o  t h e  v i  s ionary i dea l .  

S te  i n  Out i s  s u b t i t l e d  "S tor ies  ~ b & t  Fyiendship," but  i t  i s  as much 
about l?F- n i v i d u a l  women and t h e i r  working f o r  a sehse o f  themselves as it i s  
about re la t i onsh ips .  I n  her  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  e d i t o r  Oosthuizen s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  
book i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t o r i e s  about t he  new l i v e s  women a re  lead ing  and the  
ways women a re  d e f i n i n g  themselves (p .x i i ) .  F r iendsh ip  i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ,  b u t  not, as i t  i s  f o r  Raymond, t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i t s e l f .  

The poignancy and constancy o f  f r i e n d s h i p  i n  women's l i v e s  are a t  t he  
h e a r t  o f  another recent  book, Remember Me: Women and T h e i r  F r iendsh ip  Q u i l t s .  
On t h e  sur face  t h i s  might seem t o  be unre la ted  t o  t h e  o the r  works u n d e r  
d i scuss ion  here, as i t  i s  a s tudy o f  phys ica l  ob jec t s  created by women more 
t h a n  one hundred years ago. Remember Me on l y  s t a r t s  w i t h  ob jec ts ,  however: 
l i k e  Oosthuizen 's  anthology, i t  i s  a book about women and t h e i r  l i v e s .  Each 
o f  t he  e i g h t  main chapters i s  i n s p i r e d  by a p a r t i c u l a r  q u i l t  and t e l l s  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  t h e  woman who made it. L i p s e t t  b u i l d s  t he  s t o r y  from genealogies, 
h i s t o r i c a l  records, and i n te rv iews  w i t h  descendants. The qui  1 t func t i ons  as 
t h e  key t o  each s t o r y  and as t a n g i b l e  evidence o f  the  meaningful r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
i n  t h e  woman's l i f e .  



The s i x t y - f o u r  autographed blocks t h a t  Leonara Spaulding Bagley worked 
i n t o  the  q u i l t  she made f o r  her  s i s t e r  E l l e n  i n  1850, f o r  example, bore the  
names o f  fami ly ,  f r iends,  and neighbors i n  Ludlow, Vermont. Th is  autograph o r  
f r i e n d s h i p  q u i l t  was one o f  t h e  on ly  possessions E l l e n  took w i t h  her  when she 
marr ied Joseph Reed a t  t he  age o f  nineteen and w i t h  him made the  arduous t r i p  
t o  Wisconsin. E l l e n ' s  f r o n t i e r  l i f e  was desperately l o n e l y  and d i f f i c u l t ,  and 
she had few consolat ions. She was sustained by mai l  from "home," which o f t e n  
inc luded pieces o f  c l o t h  from people she f e l t  connected to ,  and she used such 
c l o t h  i n  q u i l t s  o f  her  own. El l e n  d ied  o f  consumption a t  age twenty-three, 
and on her  deathbed s p e c i f i c a l l y  requested t h a t  her most important possession, 
he r  f r i endsh ip  q u i l t ,  be returned t o  her  s i s t e r .  The q u i l t  was treasured and 
seldom used, f o r  l i k e  most q u i l t s  o f  t h i s  type, i t  was p r i m a r i l y  a sent imental 
keepsake and a way o f  connect ing t o  others. 

Remember Me i s ,  i n  o ther  words, a book about women's networks and women's 
bonds -- about f r i endsh ip  between women. A l l  o f  L i p s e t t ' s  women funct ioned i n  
h e t e r o - r e a l i t y .  They were nur tured and sustained by t h e i r  female f r i endsh ip ,  
b u t  i t ex is ted  w i t h i n  the  context  o f  marriage and p a t r i a r c h a l  society.  
Although some q u i l t s  were l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  names o f  women and a few boys (p.24), 
i t  was not uncommon t o  f i n d  men inc luded among t h e  q u i l t e r ' s  f r iends.  
L i p s e t t ' s  book i s  a f i t t i n g  companion t o  t h e  other  works under d iscussion 
because i t  reminds us, as Rubin does, t h a t  f r i endsh ip  has many forms. Family 
members may be one's pr imary f r iends,  f o r  example; t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  may be 
bo th  sacred and secular  simultaneously. The book suggests t h a t  who one's 
f r i e n d s  are and how one def ines f r i endsh ip  may be determined i n  p a r t  by t h e  
t i m e  and p lace i n  which one l i v e s .  Women may f i n d  t h e  same sustenance through 
d i f f e r e n t  means a t  d i f f e r e n t  times. U l t ima te l y ,  no t  on l y  Rubin's repo r t i ng  
b u t  even Raymond's philosophy o f  f r i endsh ip  may be seen t o  be p e c u l i a r  t o  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  i n  women's development. 

Remember Me i s  a lso a f i t t i n g  companion t o  the  o ther  books i n  t h a t  it, 
l i k e  t h e  q u i l t s  and the  women i t documents, i s  a token o f  f r iendsh ip .  L i p s e t t  
became so invo lved i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  her' q u i l t e r s  t h a t  she l i t e r a l l y  f e l t  them 
t o  be her f r iends,  and she passes her s t rong sense o f  them on t o  her  readers, 
enab l ing  the  t i e s  t o  m u l t i p l y  f u r t h e r .  ~ x q u i s i k e l ~  produced, t h e  book i s  a 
j o y  t o  see and touch; i t  i s  l a i d  out  and presented w i t h  as much care as a 
q u i l t  would be. It i s  a y i f t  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  t o  everyone who spends t ime w i t h  
it, and i t  helps readers remember t h a t  f r i e n d s h i p  can extend through time, 
space, and h i s t o r i c a l  c i  rcumstance. 

-- Bever ly  Gordon 

[Bever ly  Gordon i s  Assistant  Professor i n  the  department o f  Envi ronment, 
T e x t i l e s  and Design, UW-Madison, and i s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  the  Women's Studies 
Program there. Her research focuses on the  "woman's sphere," domestic l i f e  
and domestic a r t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  n ineteenth century. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  
a t  work on a book about women's fund- ra is ing  f a i r s . ]  
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1 

U n t i l  r ecen t l y ,  ang lo - femin is ts  have re1 i e d  on the  anthology New French 
Feminisms, ed i t ed  by E la ine  Marks and I s a b e l l e  de Cour t i v ron  ( I ) ,  f o r  access 
t o  t h e  d i ve rse  and dense t h e o r e t i c a l  product ions o f  French femin is ts .  Even 
w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  schema inc luded i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  however, i t  i s  
imposs ib le  t o  f u l l y  grasp t h e  import  and i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  these t r a n s l a t e d  
essays. These t e x t s  were no t  produced i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  vacuum. 
C l a i r e  Duchen o f f e r s  us a  context  ' f o r  readi ng French femi n i s t  t e x t s  i n  her  
r e c e n t l y  pub1 i shed Femi n i  sm i n  France From '68 t o  M i  t t e r r a n d  (London: 
Rout ledye and K e y a n X u l  , 1986). However., t he re  a re  complex i t ies  w i t h i n  the  
French movement which a re  not  only  simp1 i f i e d  but  misrepresented i n  Duchen's 
vague, and a t  t imes con t rad i c to ry ,  ana l ys i s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  and 
t h e o r e t i c a l  i ssues . \ 

D i s t o r t i o n s  are  most apparent i n  the  f i r s t  t h ree  chapters, which exp lo re  
t h e  modern "Movement de l i b 6 r a t i o n  des femmes" (MLF) f rom i t s  i n c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  
s o c i a l i s t  r i s e  t o  power i n  1981. Duchen d i v i d e s  the  MLF i n t o  t h ree  cu r ren ts :  
t h e  c lass  s t r u g g l e  cur ren t ;  t h e  group "Psychanalyse e t  p o l l t i q u a "  (which 
r e t a i n s  "Psych e t  pol' as t h e i r  acronym); and non-al igned femin is ts .  It i s  
t h i s  l a s t  grouping, w i t h  whom Duchen openly i d e n t i f i e s ,  which proves t o  be 
most problemat ic .  One f i n d s  an e x p l i c i t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  non-a1 fgned feminism 
o n l y  i n  a  f oo tno te  t o  t h e  f i n a l  chapter, where Duchen exp la ins  t h a t  i t  i s  "not 
synonymous w i t h  acceptance o f  any dogma" (p.58). This  negat lve d e f i n i t i o n  
cannot, however, serve as a  p o s i t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t he  m u l t i t u d e  o f  roups 
which f a l l  ou ts ide  Duchen's f i r s t  two categor ies.  Moreover, i t  i 9  c  4 e a r  
throughout  t h e  t e x t  tha t ,  regard less o f  l i p  serv ice  pa id  t o  o t3e r  groups, 
Duchen most o f t e n  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  women who formed t h e  group "Feministes 
r 6 v o l u t i o n n d i r e s "  -- many o f  whom a l s o  founded t h e  journa l  ues t lons  
-- + %7i f i m i n i s t e s ,  l a t e r  t o  become Nouvel les ues t ions  f & i n i s t e s ,  an w i t  whom 
Simone de Beauvoir was most c  ose ly  associated -- as those whom she c a l l s  non- 
a1 i gned femin is ts .  



As a  r e s u l t ,  i n  Duchen's schema groups such as "Cho is i r "  and t h e  "MLAC" 
(movement pour l a  li b z r a t i o n  de 1  'avortement e t  de l a  con t racept ion) ,  t o  name 
b u t  two o f  t h e  most v i s i b l y  a c t i v e  groups, are re legated ou ts ide  t h e  MLF. Her 
c l a i m  t h a t  Cho is i r ,  using l e g a l i s t i c  and r e f o r m i s t  t a c t i c s ,  t r i e d  t o  make 
a b o r t i o n  a  s i  ng le - i  ssue campaign, requi  res a  considerable s t r e t c h  of  .the 
imaginat ion.  But her  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  t h e  MLAC i s  an even more se r i ous  e r r o r .  
The MLAC was almost single-handedly responsib le f o r  t h e  repeal o f  t h e  1920 l aw  
ou t l aw ing  abo r t i on  and cont racept ion  and, through i t s  l o c a l  groups, sought t o  
r e c l a i m  women's c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  bodies, i n  some cases working c l o s e l y  w i t h  
medical  personnel, i n  others advocat ing home b i  r t h s  and a l t e r n a t i v e  femi n i  s t  
l i f e s t y l e s .  Duchen's statement t h a t  "Women's own voices were absent from MLAC 
t e x t s  i n  which the  quest ion o f  a b o r t i o n  no longer  seemed t o  connect t o  women's 
r e a l  i t y "  (p.54) i s  both h i s t o r i c a l l y  i n c o r r e c t  and p r e j u d i c i  a1 . When she 
c la ims  t h a t  " the  MLF and t h e  MLAC par ted  company" (p.54), one suspects t h a t  
Duchen h e r s e l f  got entangled i n  t h e  i n t e r n e d  ne animos i t i e s  w i t  h i  n  t h e  French 
movement. We must ask what indeed was t h e  MLF i f  i t  d i d  not  encompass t h e  
MLAC and i t s  s t rugg les  f o r  reproduc t ive  r i g h t s .  

Duchen a l s o  d i s t o r t s  somewhat t h e  importance o f  c lass  as a  component o f  
French f e m i n i s t  ana l ys i s  by focusing on one s p e c i f i c a l l y  de f ined  c u r r e n t  which 
at tempted t o  t oe  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  Marx is t  l i n e  but, f a i l i n g  t o  do so, moved c lose  

,to non-al igned femin is ts .  I n e v i t a b l y ,  i n  a count ry  w i t h  a  s t rong s o c i a l i s t  
and communist Dresence. c l ass  has never been absent from f e m i n i s t  theory  o r  
p r a c t i c e .  A  q;ick perusal through Quest ions fe 'ministes (QF) and ~ o u v e l i e s  

ues t ions  6 m i n i s t e s  (NQF) and a  glance a t  t h e  work o f  C h r i s t i n e  Delpy, one o f  
:he major  spokeswomen o f  t h e  "F6ministes r b o l u t i o n n a i  nes' and o f  NQF, w i l l  -- 
r e v e a l - t h e  t ime  and eneryy French f e m i n i s t s  have expended i n  t h e i r  a t tempt  t o  
r e d e f i n e  c lass  i n  f em in i s t  terms. Even t h e  members o f  "Psych e t  po," t h e  most 
psychoana ly t i ca l l y -o r i en ted  group, .began as Marx is ts .  

I n  Chapters Four and Five, Duchen presents us w i t h  a  succ inc t  and 
comprehensi b l e  d iscuss ion  o f  t h e  concept o f  d i  f f g rence  and i t s  phi 1  osophica l  
con tex t .  Th i s  concept i s  c e n t r a l  t o  contemporary French f e m i n i s t  thought. 
Duchen's acceptance o f  o t h e r  f e m i n i s t s 1  accusat ions o f  essen t i a l i sm (p.97), 
however, suggests she has not  ass im i l a ted  what k h e o r i s t s  a re  a c t u a l l y  saying 

., 
about d i f f s r e n c e  and " t h e  femi nine." 

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand Duchen's p o s i t i o n  when she declares, "Sexual 
d i f f e r e n c e  does indeed seem t o  me t o  be t h e  bas is  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  
experience," on l y  t o  s t a t e  a  few sentences l a t e r  t h a t  "The suggest ion of 
beg inn iny  a l l  t h i n g s  w i t h  b o d i l y  experience and anatonw i s  troublesome" 
(p.98). The problem w i t h  Duchenls c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h a t  she omits what one 
l e a d i n g  French femin is t ,  Luce I r i g a r a y ,  presupposes: t h a t  jou issance and 
l i b i d i n a l  des i re  a re  p a r t  and parcel  o f  our  des i re  f o r  o r i g i n ,  our d e s i r e  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  sexual, sensual, and emotional r e l a t i o n  we ever experienced -- t h e  
p r i m a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  our m t h e r ' s  body. It i s  no t  t h a t  jou issance o r  
1  i b i d i  na l  economies 1  i e  ou ts ide  t h e  s o c i a l  sphere, as Duchen claims I r i g a r a y  
and o t h e r  t h e o r i s t s  imply. They are essen t i a l  l y  soc i  a l  . 

Duchen i s  i n s i g h t f u l l y  accurate when she s ta tes  t h a t  an emphasis on t h e  
phys i ca l  aspect o f  experience i s  an at tempt  t o  overcome t h e  bodylsp i  r i t  s p l i t  
o f  metaphysical  dual ism, t h e  d i  sembodied experience and expression o f  
phal  l o c e n t r i c  discourse. Her c r i t i c i s m ,  however, centers around t h e  
i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  knowledge outs ide language. She p o s i t s  bu t  two choices: t o  



be expressed i n  mascu l i n i s t  symbols (and thus  d i s t o r t e d )  o r  t o  remain t rapped 
a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  b o d i l y  experience. I s  t h i s  not t h e  very dual ism which French 
f e m i n i s t s  a re  t r y i n g  t o  e rad ica te?  I n  f ac t ,  t h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  problem 
which I r i g a r a y  suggests i s '  o f  paramount importance; i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  l i e s  I n  
deve lop ing  a " femin ine genealogy," a femin ine symbo l iza t ion  i n  o rder  t 6  
express our  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  our mothers and hence t~ desi re.  The d i s r u p t i v e  
aspect  o f  femin ine expression, which Duchen cannot locate,  11 es i n  uncovering 
t h e  male b i a s  o f  supposedly. "neu t ra l "  language, which i s  p resen t l y  a l l  we 
have a t  our d isposal .  

Duchenls own concept of knowledge remains f u l l y  w i t h i n  metaphysics: "We 
cannot '  know t h i n g s  except through language and through t h e  concepts we 
possess" (p.98). To argue t h a t  language and concepts l i m i t  our knowledge and 
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  language and concepts w i l l  open up areas o f  knowledge as y e t  
unexplored and unexpressed i s  no t  t h e  same as say ing t h a t  no knowledge e x i s t s  
o u t s i d e  language and conceptua l i za t ion .  J u l i a  K r i s t e v a ' s  semiot ic  i s  b u t  one 
sugyes t ion  o f  t h e  vas t  a r ray  of  "knowledges" which l i e  ou ts ide  language and 
t h e  r a t i o n a l i s m  o f  conceptual frameworks. ( 2 )  

The concept o f  femin ine d i f f e r e n c e  i s  a s t rugg le  over words, over t he  
r i g h t  t o  d e f i n e  r a t h e r  than be def ined, a s t r u g g l e  which i s  concre te  and 

,ma te r i a l ,  not,  as some p e j o r a t i v e l y  c a l l  it, i d e o l o g i c a l .  Duchen wor r i es  t h a t  
" t h e  concept o f  t h e  femin ine cou ld  merely replace one conceptual p r i s o n  by 
anotheru  (p.99). So cou ld  t h e  concept o f  androgyny, o r  any o the r  concept. 
The same conceptual understanding of  an experience, indeed t h e  same 
experience, can be t h e  source o f  one's empowerment o r  degradation. 
C h i l d b i r t h ,  f o r  example, can and has been seen as exempl i f y ing  woman's 
c r e a t i v e  power o r  as woman's l o t ,  her burden, a na tu ra l  act  over which she has 
no c o n t r o l  and which thus  bars her. f rom " rea l "  c r e a t i v i t y .  It i s  t h e  power 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between those who d e f i n e  and those who are de f ined  w i t h i n  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  soc io -po l i  t i c a l  conjuncture whish w i  11 determine t h e  m a n c i  pa to ry  
o r  c o n s t r i c t i v e  r o l e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  concept and/or experience. Duchen f a i  1 s 
t o  emphasize this;  - 

Ins tead,  she i d e n t i f i e s  " t he  feminine" with' f i ,xed i d e n t i t y .  This  i s  . 
p r e c i s e l y  what i s  not being advocated. The femin ine i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r a n  . the  
mascul ine and d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  masculine d e f i n i t i o n  o f  it. The female body 
e n t a i l s  m u l t i p l i c i t y ,  not  on ly  i n  i t s  sexual anatomy, b u t  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between mother and c h i l d  which e n t a i l s  sameness and otherness simultaneously.  
Men, by con t ras t ,  have never been p h y s i c a l l y  p a r t  o f  those whom they resemble, 
and do not resemble those o f  whom they have once been a pa r t ,  t h e i r  mothers. 
That  one can be both one and n u l t i p l e  y e t  i n d i v i s i b l e  i s  beyond t h e i r  phys i ca l  
exper ience and t h e i r  symbol ic expression. It i s  t h i s  fundamental d i f f e r e n c e  
which demarcates men from women. 

Duchen i s  r i g h t  i n  suggest ing t h a t  heterogenei ty  and l n c o n c l u s i v i  t y  o f  
meaning i s  a d i f f i c u l t  i f  no t  impossib le bas is  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a 
soc ie t y .  I r i y a r a y ,  a t  l eas t ,  does no t  p resc r i be  such a strategy: She s imply 
i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  femin ine be recognized and va l i da ted  a longside t h e  masculine, 
b o t h  seen as l i m i t e d  and l i m i t i  ng expressions, n e i t h e r  neu t ra l  nor innocent.  



Chapter 
d i  f dreince, 
such as p o l  

Six,  which 
focuses on 

i t i c a l  p a r t  
bu t  t h i s  b r  

i s  meant t o  examine t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e  ques t ion  o f  working w i t h i n  o r  ou ts ide  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

ies .  Duchen in t roduces the  n o t i o n  of a  " d i f f e r e n t  
idge does not r e a l l y  work: t h e  t rans format ion  o f  "a 

p o l i t i c s  o f  d i f 6 r e n c e M  t o  "a d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c s "  on l y  occludes t h e  gap. The 
a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  d i f f g r e n c e  w i t h  "Psych e t  po" and t h e  d is favour  w i t h  which t h i s  
group i s  por t rayed (and r i g h t l y  so) cas ts  aspersions on t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  base 
w i t h o u t  r a i s i n g  t h e  ques t ion  o f  whether t h e  concept of d i  ffe'rence i n h e r e n t l y  
leads  t o  "a p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i s  p ro found ly  anti-women" (p.100) o r  whether t h i s  
occur red  w i t h i n  a  s p e c i f i c  conjuncture w i t h  s p e c i f i c  actors.  Duchen's 
d i scuss ion  o f  d i f fe ' rence does not  seem t o  i n f o r m  her  chapter  on p o l i t i c s .  

Though t h e  i n i t i a t e d  may f i n d  some chal lenge i n  addressing Duchen's 
t h e s i s ,  t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d  reader would su re l y  be m is led  i n  he r  t h e o r e t i c a l  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  p resen ta t i on  o f  t h e  recent  women's movement i n  France. However, 
f o r  anylophone femin is ts ,  t h e  annotat ions found i n  two recent b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  
p r o v i d e  an overview o f  t h e  var ious  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  and c r e a t i v e  
concerns o f  French femin is ts .  Margaret C o l l  i n s  Weitz '  Femmes: Recent Wr i t i ngs  
on French Women (Boston: G.K. Hal 1  & Co., 1985). though no t  i nc lus i ve ,  o f f e r s  
hundreds o f  e n t r i e s  organized themat i ca l l y .  Th is  i s  fo l lowed bv an 
unannotated b i b l i o g r a p i y  o f  works t h a t  appeared between 1830 a i d  1969, and by 
' sub jec t ,  author,  and t i t l e  indexes. L i t e r a r y  and t r a n s l a t e d  works were 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  mi t t e d  from t h i s  b i  b l ioyraphy.  

Wei tz '  i n t r o d u c t o r y  essay, which presents a  quick h i s t o r i c a l  survey o f  
French women's s t r u g g l e  s ince  t h e  Midd le  Ages, i s  i n f o r m a t i v e  and w e l l  
w r i t t e n ,  express ing her  l i b e r a l  views concerning t h e  " recent  developments," 
emphasizing t h e  r o l e  o f  women i n  p o l i t i c a l  pos i t i ons ,  and deprecat ing t h e  l a c k  
o f  u n i t y  i n  t h e  French f e m i n i s t  movement. Her annotat ions, by con t ras t ,  
p resent  f a i r l y  accurate, i f  " o b j e c t i v e  and dispassionate," d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  
conten ts  o f  t h e  tex t s .  One must no t  expect a  complete t o o l  here. Th i s  i s  a  
s c h o l a r l y  resource book, and on ly  a  smal l  p o r t i o n  o f  works publ ished by t h e  
recen t  f e m i n i s t  movement ou ts ide  o f  academic c i  r c l e s  i s  included. 
Nonetheless, Femmes serves i t s  purpose as an i n t r o d u c t o r y  guide. For  anyone 
who has s t u d i m F r a n c e  and knows t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  inheren t  i n  t h e  almost 
t o t a l  l a c k  o f  re ference indexes i n  t h a t  country,  t h i s  i s  indeed a  welcome aid. 
French f e m i n i s t s  as we l l  as Eny l i  sh-speaki ny f e m i n i s t s  w i  11 b e n e f i t  from it. 

More l i m i t e d  i n  scope bu t  more i n c l u s i v e  i n  i t s  l i s t i n g  i s  Elsa D. Gelfand 
and V i  r g i  n i a  Thorndi ke Hules '  French Feminis t  C r i t i c i s m :  Women, Language and 
L i t e r a t u r e :  An Annotated B ib l iography  (NY: Garland, 1985). Despi te  t h e  
suggest iveness o f  t h e  t i t l e ,  t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  does not  deal w i t h  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m  per  se, b u t  r a t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c r i t i q u e  and re fo rmu la t i on  o f  theory. 
I nc luded  here a r e  books, essays, and a r t i c l e s  which address t h e  issues of 
women, languaye, and w r i t i n g  surrounding t h e  n o t i o n  o f  d i  ffe'rence. These are  
t e x t s  w r i t t e n  by o r  about French femin is ts ,  o r  c o n t e x t u a l i z i n g  t h e i r  work. 
"French" i nc ludes  no t  o n l y  w r i t e r s  i n  France, bu t  f e m i n i s t s  i n  Quebec and 
Belg ium who share t h e  same t h e o r e t i c a l  perspec t ives  as t h e i r  French s i s t e r s .  

The i n t r o d u c t o r y  essay, which attempts t o  con tex tua l i ze  t h e  ques t ion  of 
d i f f d r e n c e  as i t  has been taken up by French femin is ts ,  i s  a  dense but  
readable survey o f  t h e  parameters and i n t e r n a l  con f l  ict,s o f  t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  
cu r ren t .  The s e c t i o n  t i t l e d  "Feminist  Theory and D i f f e rence"  i s  perhaps t o o  
t i g h t l y  hinged on what t h e  author  c a l l s  D e r r i d a ' s  "double model" o f  " reversa l  



and displacement ." It leaves unaddressed f e d  n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h i s  model 
f rom w i t h i n  t h e  "decons t ruc t i on i s t  f em in i s t "  school i t s e l f .  Nonetheless, t h i s  
essay af  f i  rms t h e  authors '  we1 1 -researched knowledge o f  t h e  f i e l d  and 
persuades t h e  reader t o  take  s e r i o u s l y  t h e  " e d i t o r i a l  op in ion  about t h e  
use fu lness  o r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  work" which i s  t o  be found a t  t he  end o f  
severa l  annotat ions  (p.xi i i ) . 

The separate l i s t i n g  w i t h  annotat ions o f  c o l l e c t e d  essays and chapters i s  
a va luab le  guide, as i s  t he  appendix where var ious  p e r i o d i c a l s  w i t h  specia l  
i s sues  on t h e  ques t ion  o f  women, language, w r i t i n g ,  and/or d i f f g r e n c e  are 
l i s t e d .  This  appendix, along w i t h  t h e  sec t i on  on ''General Problematics,"  w i l l  
serve t o  o r i e n t  t h e  newcomer, wh i l e  t h e  m i n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b ib l iography ,  
e n t i t l e d  "French and Francophone Voices ,I1 w i l  1 be o f  specia l  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l i s t .  L i k e  Weitz '  book, Gelfand and Hules'  b i b l i og raphy  i s  o f  g rea t  
importance g iven  t h e  lacunae i n  French pub l i sh ing  p rac t i ce .  L i k e  Weitz '  book, 
i t  i s  very s c h o l a r l y  and academic, bu t  i t s  contents engage i t more d i r e c t l y  
w i t h  t he  burn ing  issues w i t h i n  t h e  French f e m i n i s t  movement. 

-- L o r r a i n e  Gauth ier  

[ Lo r ra ine  Gauth ie r  coord inates t h e  b i l i n g u a l  Women's Studies Programme o f  
'ti lendon Col leye a t  York Un ive rs i t y ,  Toronto, Canada. She i s  complet ing a 
Ph.0. t h e s i s  which analyzes t h e  work o f  Luce I r i g a r a y  and i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  
f e m i n i s t  theory.] 

NOTES 

E l a i n e  Marks and I s a b e l l e  de Cour t ivron,  eds., New French Feminisms: An 
Anthology (Amherst: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Massachusetts Press, 1980). 

See, f o r  example, J u l i a  K r i  steva, Des i re  i n  Language: A Semiot ic 
and A r t ,  trans.. by T. Gora, A. Ja rd i  ne and L. Roudi ez 

Press, 19801; Revo lu t ion  i n  Poe t i c  Language, 
t r a n s .  by M. Wal ler  (New York: Columbia U n i v e r s j t y  Press, 1984); and T o r i 1  
Moi, ed., A K r i s teva  Reader (New York: Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1986). 
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