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Speaking t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Congress h e l d  i n  B e r l i n  i n  1904, 
Susan B. Anthony desc r ibed  German p o l i t i c a l  re fugee  M a t h i l  de F ranz i  ska Anneke 
a s  t h e  most l o y a l  o f  co l leagues,  as a woman who had fough t  w i t h  h e r  f o r  
American woman s u f f r a g e  s i d e  by s i d e  y e a r  a f t e r  year. To he r  work, Anthony 
a s s e r t e d ,  American women owed t h e  main p a r t  o f  what had been ach ieved up u n t i l  
t h a t  t ime. For  Anthony, Anneke symbol ized t h e  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
feminism; she broke down ' the c u l t u r a l  and language b a r r i e r s  t h a t  impeded a 
broad-based f e m i n i s t  movement i n  an e t h n i c a l l y  mixed Amerlca. 

A1 though he r  name 1s I n s c r i b e d  on t h e  Su f f rage  Memorial o f  t h e  League o f  
Women Voters  i n  Washington, L C . ,  today Anneke i s  a v i r t u a l  unknown I n  our  
c o u n t r y .  How c o u l d  we be so i g n o r a n t  about  such a m a j o r  f i g u r e  i n  American 
s u f f r a g e  h i s t o r y ?  The reason i s  t h a t  Anneke's w r i t t e n  work was a lmos t  
e x c l u s l v e l y  i n  h e r  n a t i v e  German tongue. Because she l i v e d  and wro te  i n  t h e  
German-speak1 ng community , Anneke's exper ience has been l o s t  t o  most 
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  Americans. 

A 

It I s  an American t r u i s m  t h a t  we a r e  a n a t i o n  o f  immigrants,  a "me l t i ng -  
p o t n  o f  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  and races. Today some 12% o f  our  p o p u l a t i o n  1s o f  
Afro-American o r i g i n ;  6.5% i s  o f  Spanish o r i g i n .  About 6.2% I s  fo re ign -bo rn ,  
and a lmos t  10% o f  Americans l i v e  i n  homes where t h e r e  i s  a language o t h e r  t h a n  
Engl i s h  spoken. 

Today t h e  mainstream c u l t u r e  i s  E n g l i s h  speaking, m ldd le -c lass  i n  c a s t  and 
tone ,  b r o a d l y  P r o t e s t a n t  i n  r e l i g i o u s  ambience, and dominated p h y s i c a l l y  by  
t h e  w h i t e  European s tock  o f  e a r l  i e r  ~ m i g r a t i o n s .  Never the less ,  m i n o r i t y  
c u l t u r e s  have i n  t h e  l a s t  t h l r t y  years  beconye more v i s i b l e  and outspoken i n  
t h e i r  s t r u g g l e s  t o  preserve t h e  I n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e i r  t h rea tened  he r i tages .  I n  
t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  contemporary femi n i  s t s  a r e  begi  nn lng  t o  recogn ize and a f f i r m  t h e  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  ou r  s is terhood.  Fo r  t h o s e  o f  u s  who would understand ou r  
h i s t o r y ,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  Impor tan t  t h a t  we remember what a d i v e r s e  group 
Amerlcan women have been i n  t h e  past. Dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  between 1840 and 
1920, when t h e  l a r g e  European m i g r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes  occurred,  t e n  t o  
f i f t e e n  pe rcen t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was fore ign-born.  Many more languages were 
spoken. To p u t  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  pe rspec t i ve ,  some 51,000,000 Americans ( twen ty -  
t h r e e  p e r c e n t )  cons idered themselves o f  German a n c e s t r y  as o f  1980. Yet i n  
t h e  p a s t  s i x t y  years,  these descendants o f  German immigrants  have by and l a r g e  
been a s s l m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Engl ish-speak ing c u l t u r e ,  and much o f  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  
h e r i t a g e  has been f o r g o t t e n  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  language. I n  t r y i n g  t o  
r e c a p t u r e  women's h i s t o r y ,  t o d a y ' s  f e m i n i s t s  a re  n o t  o n l y  hampered by t h e  
a n d r o c e n t r l s m  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  record. Educated and t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  mainstream 
language and c u l t u r e  o f  our s o c i e t y ,  we a re  ourse lves handlcapped i n  ou r  
e f f o r t s  t o  understand t h e  exper iences o f  our c u l t u r a l l y  d i v e r s e  foremothers.  



It I s  t o  recove r  something o f  t h i s  submerged pas t  t h a t  we have under taken 
t h e  d l f f l c u l t  t a s k  o f  research ing  t h e  l i f e  and work o f  Ma th i l de -  Franz iska 
Anneke. ' 

M a t h i l d e  Franz lska G i e s l e r  was bo rn  i n  1817 t o  an upper -mldd le-c lass  
German-Cathol ic f a m i l y .  She m a r r l e d  I n  1836 a t  t h e  age o f  n ine teen,  d l v o r c e d  
a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  and was successful  a f t e r  a  l o n g  b a t t l e  i n  g a i n l n g  cus tody  o f  h e r  
daugh te r  --  an unheard-of  even t  I n  e a r l y  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  Germany. When t h e  
d i v o r c e  removed h e r  s o c i a l l y  from t h e  c l a s s  i n t o  which she was born, she 
t u r n e d  t o  w r i t i n g  t o  suppor t  h e r s e l f  and h e r  daughter. I n  1847, she m a r r l e d  
F r l t z  Anneke, a  former P r u s s l a n  Army o f f i c e r ,  and t h e y  c l r c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  heady 
r a d l c a l  s o c l e t y  o f  p r e r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Germany. When t h e  1848 r e v o l u t i o n  broke 
o u t  and F r i t z  Anneke j o i n e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  army, M a t h i l d e  accompanled him 
on t h e  f l e l d  of b a t t l e  I n  Baden. Together  t h e y  pub l l shed  t h e  Neue K o l n l s c h e  
Z e l t u n  , a r a d i c a l  newspaper t h a t  t r a d e d  a r t i c l e s  w l t h  K a r l  Marx' Neue d - 

e n sche Zeitunq. 

I n  1849, a f t e r  t h e  f a l l u r e  o f  t h e  Baden-Pa la t ina te  campalgn, F h t h l l d e  and 
F r l t z  were e x p e l l e d  from Germany. They went t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  w i t h  t h e i r  

d c h i l d r e n  and s e t t l e d  i n  Milwaukee i n  1850, where t h e y  Immedia te ly  r o s e  t o  
prominence as speakers, j o u r n a l  i s t s  and educators  w l  t h i n  t h e  c l t y ' s  burgeon1 ng 
German community. M a t h i l d e  gave h e r  f i r s t  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e  i n  Milwaukee i n  1850 
i n  M i l i t a r y  H a l l  b e f o r e  a  crowd repu ted  t o  be t h e  l a r g e s t  eve r  gathered i n  t h e  
c i t y  f o r  a  p u b l l c  event. Her t o p i c  was " P o l l t i c a l  Events and P o e t r y  i n  

.Germany ," and i t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  r o l e  she was t o  p l a y  as b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m e r  
and t r a n s m i t t e r  o f  German c u l t u r e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  l i f e .  H a t h l l d e  combined 
a  m id -n ine teen th -cen tu ry  commitment t o  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  re fo rm -- 
repub l i can ism,  a b o l i t i o n i s m  and femi n i  sm -- w i t h  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  
e d u c a t i o n  and c u l t u r a l  c r l t l c i  sm. 

I n  1852, M a t h l l d e  began t h e  f i r s t  women's newspaper I n  t h e  U.S., t h e  
Deutsche Frauen-Zei tun . She conce ived-o f  t h e  paper as a  p u r e l y  women's 
e f f o r t ,  and even Used !emale t y p e s e t t e r s .  The l o c a l  male t y p e s e t t e r s  were 
out raged,  and pressured h e r  t o  s top  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I n  response, she and F r i t z  
r e s e t t l e d  i n  Newark, New Jersey, another  community w l t h  a  l a r g e  German- 
American p o p u l a t i o n ,  where t h e  paper resumed publication. 

I n  1858, two o f  t h e  Anneke c h i l d r e n  d i e d  o f  smallpox. Grieving, t h e  
Annekes r e t u r n e d  t o  Milwaukee, b u t  a  y e a r  l a t e r  F r i t z  went t o  I t a l y  t o  r e p o r t  
on  t h e  I t a l i a n  wars o f  liberation. M a t h i l d e  j o i n e d  him i n  Europe i n  1860. 
When t h e  American C i v i l  War broke ou t ,  F r l t z  a g a i n  crossed t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  t h l s  
t i m e  t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e  Union Army. M a t h l l d e  remained I n  Europe, w r i t i n g  a n t i -  
s l a v e r y  t r a c t s ,  f i c t i o n  and German newspaper propaganda. 

I n  1865, M a t h i l d e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Milwaukee. Though she and h e r  husband 
m a i n t a i n e d  l o v l n g  r e l a t l o n s  u n t l l  h i s  u n t i m e l y  dea th  i n  1872, t h e y  were i n  
f a c t  separa ted f o r  most o f  t h e i r  m a r r i e d  l i f e .  M a t h l l d e  bore  seven c h i l d r e n  
( o n l y  t h r e e  o f  whom l l v e d  t o  adu l thood) ,  and F r l t z  seemed unab le  t o  secure 
employment t h a t  would p r o v i d e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  needed by t h e  fami ly .  
T h e i r  f i n a l  s e p a r a t i o n  was caused by  M a t h l l d e ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  school  
f o r  g i r l s  i n  Milwaukee ( t h e  Milwaukee Tochterschu le)  , which would p r o v i d e  h e r  
w i t h  a  s teady b u t  meager income f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  l i f e .  



She con t inued  t o  be a c t i v e  i n  f e m i n i s t  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  re fo rm causes, and 
t o  a c t  as a  l o c a l  spokeswoman f o r  t h e  German educa t iona l  model. She served, 
f o r  example, as t h e  German de lega te  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Women's R i g h t s  Convention, 
t h e  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  from Wisconsin t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Women's Su f f rage  A s s o c i a t i o n  
and keynote speaker a t  t h e  f o u r t h  annual conven t ion  o f  t h e  Gennan Pmerican 
F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Teachers. Throughout he r  l a t e r  l i f e ,  Anneke worked t o  b r i d g e  
t h e  gap between German and Pmerican c u l t u r e :  she fough t  an u p h i l l  b a t t l e  t o  
i n t e r e s t  t h e  German-speaking community i n  women's r i g h t s ,  and she t r i e d  t o  
conv ince  h e r  f e l l o w  s u f f r a g i s t s  t h a t  German women would no t  endorse s u f f r a g e  
a s  l o n g  as i t  was connected t o  t h e  f r e q u e n t l y  a n t i - i m m i g r a n t  causes o f  
temperance and sabbatar ianism. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  r a d i c a l i s m  o f  many o f  her  ideas,  M a t h i l d e  Anneke was a  
respec ted  member o f  he r  l o c a l  community. The German community con t inued  t o  
p a t r o n i z e  and suppor t  h e r  school  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  and I n  1882, h e r  p l a y  Oi thono 
( w r i t t e n  i n  1842) was produced i n  an honorary performance i n  Milwaukee. 

M a t h i l d e  Anneke was, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  f i g u r e  o f  n a t i o n a l  Importance. From 
h e r  a r r i v a l  i n  Wisconsin as a  r a d i c a l  r e p u b l i c a n  4 8 ' e r  t o  her  death  i n  1884, 
she c o l l a b o r a t e d  and ma in ta ined  a  p r o l i f i c  correspondence w i t h  t h e  ma jo r  

, abolitionists and reform l e a d e r s  o f  h e r  t ime, among them Horace Greeley, Henry 
Ward Beecher, F r e d e r i c k  Douglas, Wendell P h i l  1  i p s ,  K a r l  Heinzen, E l i z a b e t h  
Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, E l i z a b e t h  peabody and M a t h i l d e  Kr iege.  She 
w r o t e  f o r  German-language p u b l i c a t i o n s  around t h e  c o u n t r y  (Ill i n o i s  
S t a a t s z e i t u n  , B e l l e t r i s t i s c h e s  Journa l  i n  New York, ~ n z e i g m e s t e n  i n  
3- and l e c t u r e d  w i d e l y  on s u b j e c t s  rang ing  f rom feminism and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  t o  p o l i t i c s .  

The exper ience o f  M a t h i l d e  Anneke can p rov ide  contemporary f e m i n i s t s  w i t h  
a  r i c h e r  view o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  and depth  o f  ou r  own f e m i n i s t  he r i t age .  
Happ i l y ,  Anneke's l i f e  and work have' r e c e n t l y  been rec la imed  i n  Germany. I n  
1980, Dr. M a r i a  Wagner o f  Rutgers U n i v e r s i t y , p u b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  two 
volumes o f  Annekels w r i t i n g s .  M a t h i l  de Franz iska Anneke i n  Sel bs tzeugnissen 
und Dokumenten (F ischer ,  1980) h a s  s o l d  w e l l  i n  Germany and has l e d  t o  renewed 
d ~ s c u s s l o n  o f  Anneke's l i f e  I n  he r  home country.  I n  1983, Wagner pub l i shed  a  
second volume .of Anneke' s s h o r t  s t o r i e s  , essay;  and speeches ,-Di e  ~ e b r o c h e n e n  
K e t t e n  (Heinz Akademischer Ver lag,  1983). - 

I n  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tes ,  however, h e r  w r i t i n g  w i l l  remain i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  
most  f e m i n i s t s  u n t i l  i t  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  from t h e  German. Thus we have begun a  
p r o j e c t  t o  t r a n s l a t e  and p u b l i s h  her  l e t t e r s  and w r i t i n g s .  Several f o r t u i t o u s  
c i rcumstances a1 lowed us t o  beg1 n  t h e  p r o j e c t .  F i  r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  her  papers r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Wlsconsin S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  t y p e s c r i p t  b lography w r i t t e n  by H e n r i e t t a  Heinzen, K a r l  
He inzen 's  daughter. (He pub l i shed  one o f  t h e  papers f o r  which M a t h i l d e  
wrote.) Second, t o g e t h e r  we have a  bas ic  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  Wisconsin h i s t o r y ,  
f e m i n i s t  h i s t o r y  and Gennan l i t e r a t u r e .  We can p iece  t o g e t h e r  t h e  myr iad  
elements o f  M a t h i l d e ' s  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  world. T h i r d ,  Mar ia  Wagner's 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  have r e v i v e d  I n t e r e s t  i n  Anneke. Fourth,  1984 was t h e  centenary  
o f  Anneke's death; f o r  t h e  occasion, t h e  Max Kade I n s t i t u t e  a t  UW-Madison 
sponsored a  one-day symposium on h e r  l i f e  and work. F i n a l l y ,  we have rece ived  



some f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  f rom t h e  UW-System American E t h n i c  S tud ies  C o o r d i n a t i n g  
Committee. 

Never the less ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  s t11  1 faces f o r m i d a b l e  obstac les .  Funds t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  p a i n s t a k f n g  t a s k  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n  a r e  scarce. It i s  a lways 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  defend a t r a n s l a t i o n  p r o j e c t  f o r  someone who has f a l l e n  o u t  o f  
t h e  p u b l i c  memory. W i t h o u t  a s t r o n g  counterargument, t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  consensus 
t e n d s  t o  be t h a t  someone f o r g o t t e n  deserves t o  be f o r g o t t e n .  F u r t h e r ,  we f a c e  
some t e c h n i c a l  problems. For  example, many t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  German speakers 
have t r o u b l e  r e a d i n g  Anneke's n ine teen th -cen tu ry  German s c r i p t ;  we have 
r e s o r t e d  t o  tape r e c o r d i n g  some o f  t h e  work i n  German t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  l a t e r  
t a s k  o f  t r a n s 1  a t i o n .  

I n  sho r t ,  we a r e  proceeding. Committed t o  p r e s e n t i n g  M a t h i l d e  Anneke t o  a 
b roader  audience, we have made p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  groups, w r i t t e n  
a r t i c l e s  i n  l o c a l  newspapers, and so on. I n  t h e  l o n g  run, o u r  hope i s  t h a t  we 
w i l l  k i n d l e  a search f o r  many more M a t h i l d e  Annekes and thus  broaden o u r  
unders tand ing  o f  t h e  h e r i t a g e  e a r l i e r  genera t i ons  o f  Aner ican women have l e f t  
US. 

-- Margo A. Conk and Renny H a r r l g a n  
d 

[Margo A. Conk i s  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Center  f o r  Women's Stud ies  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Wisconsin-Milwaukee. For  t h e  1985-86 academic year ,  she has an appo in tment  
as  Mather V i s i t i n g  P ro fesso r  o f  H i s t o r y  a t  Case Western Reserve U n i v e r s i t y  i n  
C leve land,  Ohio. Renny H a r r i g a n  i s  a S p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  Center  f o r  Women's 
S tud ies ,  UY-Milwaukee, and Qh.0. i n  German 1 i t e r a t u r e .  Most  r e c e n t l y  she 
has worked on  women and t h e  popu la r  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  Weimar Republic.]  

Ff rniNlST VISIONS 
COMPUTER EQUITY THROUGH GENDERED SOFTWARE? 

\ 

Most  f e m i n i s t  educators  a r e  aware o f  t h e  gender gap I n  computer 
I n v o l v e m e n t  b o t h  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  schools. A r e c e n t  n a t i o n w i d e  survey 
o f  seventeen-year-o lds showed t h a t  boys outnumber g i r l s  by two t o  one i n  
programming c lasses.  The r a t i o  i s  seven t o  one f o r  c o l l e g e  graduates. Wh i le  
one s t u d y  showed t h a t  h i g h  school  boys and g i r l s  d i f f e r e d  l i t t l e  i n  t h e i r  
achievement i n  a s tandard i zed  computer course, t w e l v e  t imes as many boys as 
g i r l s  s a i d  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  enjoyed work ing on t h e  computer. ( 1 )  

Con t rove rsy  con t inues  over  why these  gaps p e r s i s t  and what t o  do abou t  
them. One t h e o r y  blames t h e  t ypes  o f  v i d e o  games used i n  arcades and I n  
s c h o o l s  f o r  d l  scourag ing g i  r l s  from g e t t i n g  i n v o l  ved w i t h  computers. Most 
v i d e o  games and some educa t iona l  s o f t w a r e  i n v o l v e  v i o l e n t  con tex ts ,  a r e  f a s t  
paced, aggress ive ,  c o m p e t i t i v e ,  m o t o r  s k i 1  1 dependent, and l e a d  t o  w i n  o r  l o s e  
outcomes. Recent research  c la ims  t h a t  t hese  t ypes  o f  games draw boys t o  
computers. G i r l s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, seem t o  p r e f e r  open-ended games t h a t  
f e a t u r e  human i n t e r e s t  themes, progress  f rom i n t u i t i v e l y  obv ious t o  more 
complex s i t u a t i o n s ,  and a r e  p layed by more than  one c h i l d .  ( 2 )  



Working from the theory that  g i r l s  will get involved with computers i f  . 
they are at tracted to the program content, Rhi annon Software has developed 
what has been termed "gendered software" -- adventure comDuter Games des ianed 
spec i f ica l ly  for  girls-aged seven to twelve. Cave Girl ~ i a i r ,  jenn of the 
P ra i r i e ,  and Lauren of the 2 5 t h  Centurx are three examples. ( 3 ) ~  of 
t h i s  software i s  to encouraae ~roblem solvina and loaical thinkina. Instead - .  
of accumulating points, meaningful goals are-the obj;?ctives.  he-games are  
designed to  be self-paced, to reward exploration and experimentation, and to  
present a strong female character i n  r e a l i s t i c  and challenging si tuations.  
Cave Girl Clair  and Jenny of the Prair ie  are survlval games, i n  which the user 
l e l p s  the femafe protagonists to stay aT'ive in the wilderness a f t e r  they have 
been separated from adults. 

Carol J. Kean, a Ph.D. in Curricul um and Instruction, recently reviewed 
Cave Girl Cla i r ' s  technical features. ( 4 )  In t h i s  game, Clair must survive 
alone, w i t h  her pet rabbit,  unti l  her people return a t  the and of the harvest 
season. The object of the game i s  to help Clair build and maintain a f i r e ,  
search for  food and medicinal plants, and avoid dangerous animals. Kean found 
the  instructions incomplete and unnecessarily f rust ra t ing;  tn addition, the 
1 imited types of interaction made the program monotonous. Like other 
reviewers ( 5 ) .  she judged the game to be slow and tedious. "Although the game 
I s  supposed to be self-paced, the user most often loses because the f i r e  i s  
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not s tar ted soon enough or kept going properly." ( 6 )  

Kean recommended more animation and sound affects ,  and a greater variety 
of options for Clair  in her quest. She found the program worth trying, 
however, because of i t s  potential for  "stimulating a great deal of social 
interaction a t  the computer." 

In a recent interview, Dr. Mary Gomez, lecturer  in Elementary Educatton a t  
the University of Hisconsin-Madi son, questioned the imp1 icatfons of Rhiannon 
software for ant isexis t  education. The gir l  user i s  p u t  in the tradit ional 
female role of helper and nurturer, thus perpetuating stereotypical gender 
roles. This type of software also threatens to perpetuate sexist  notions 
about what g i r l s  l ike  vs. what boys like. komez referred to research that  
shows that  both boys and g i r l s  enjoy many dif ferent  kinds of learning -- e.g., 
i n t r i n s i c  and extr ins ic ;  competitive and cooperative; open ended patterns, 
movements, and colors as we11 as l inear ,  sequential goal, seeking. "Computers 
can offer  any of these. We need to offer  a1 1 kids varied entry into 
technology, as individuals," Gomez said. 

Gomez fears tha t  Rhtannon-type software introduces g i r l s  only to the 
narrow range of computer Skil ls  suited to women's clerical  jobs. Software 
used I n  male-dominated robotics courses, by contrast ,  prepare students for 
be t t e r  paying, more challenging jobs. This of course points to one way tha t  
gender and class inequities intersect  in computer education. Ski1 1s needed to 
develop a1 ternative appl ications of computers, as well as feminist cri t iques 
of t he i r  social roles,  are currently taught in si tuations dominated by boys. 

According to Gomez, the gender gap i s  not only the resul t  of software's 
f a i l u r e  to capture the attention and in te res t  of g i r l s ;  i t  i s  also the resul t  
of unequal access to computers. Teachers need to insure that  g i r l s  have as 
much computer access as do boys. This may necessitate establishing a l l -g i r l  
computer time or no-hacker time i n  the computer lab,  or changing the way 



students s ign  up f o r  computer t ime t o  insure  t h a t  g i r l s  a r e n ' t  l i t e r a l l y  
pushed aside. General computer l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s  can be taught  i n  language a r t s  
and soc ia l  s tud ies  classes t o  loosen t h e  t i e  between computers and math 
education, thus counter ing the  math anx ie ty  apparentTy experlenced by many 
g i r l s .  

It would a lso  seem l e g i t i m a t e  t o  re focus concern about the gender gap so 
t h a t  g i r l s  and t h e i r  "needs" and " i n t e r e s t s "  a re  no t  de f ined  as " the  problem." 
We should be asking why war game software i s  being used t o  teach g i r l s  and 
boys how t o  use computers. We should be quest ion ing why i t  i s  t h a t  b o y G e t  
e x c i t e d  about l ea rn ing  about computers through war games. Why do teachers who 
wouldnl t dream o f  b r i ng ing  G I  Joe d o l l s  i n t o  the  classroom a1 low 
(predominant ly)  boys t o  spend f ree  t ime i n  c l ass  p lay ing  Space Invaders on t he  
computer? 

I n  a recent  issue o f  Classroom Computer Learning, Ho l l y  Brady and Twl la  
S l  esn ick reviewed a sof tware package t h a t  they be l l eve  goes beyond stereotypes 
t o  an a n t i s e x i s t  approach t o  teaching science and mathematics. ( 7 )  Voyage o f  
t h e  M i m i  uses sof tware and videotapes t o  t e l l  the  s t o r y  o f  a group o f  eleven- 
t o  nineteen-year-olds t h a t  accompanies male and female researchers on an 
exped i t i on  t o  study whales. (8 )  Whales were se lected as the  ob jec t  o f  study 

, a f t e r  a survey showed t h a t  they appealed t o  c h i l d r e n  desp i te  sex, age, e thn ic ,  
o r  c l ass  d i f ferences.  

According t o  Brady and Slesnick, t h i s  sof tware en t i ces  g i r l s  i n t o  the  
male-dominated domains o f  science and mathematics i n  several  ways. It 
features female as we l l  as male sc ien t i s t s .  It uses whales as i t s  subject.  
And i t  l i n k s  t he  mathematical study o f  whales t o  music (by s tudy ing the  
p e r i o d i c i t y  o f  whale songs) and, t o  the s tudents1 own bodies ( i n  a r e l a t e d  - classroom experiment, students measure heat t r a n s f e r  from t h e i r  bodies t o  an 
inanimate ob jec t ) .  

Pathways I s  a new "gender neu t ra l "  sof tware package developed by t he  
T e c h ~ u c a t i o n  Research Center. One o f  i t s  f i v e  software pieces a l lows 
s tudents  t o  make up quizzes f o r  t h e i r  classmates about whatever subjects  they 
f e e l  knowledgeable about. Th is  open-ended program va l i da tes  c h i l d r e n ' s  
knowledge regard less o f  whether i t  i s  seen as s te reo typ i ca l  l y  "maleu o r  
"female." 

Whi le Rhiannonls Software f o r  g i r l s  has drawn much a t t e n t i o n  and cont inues 
t o  provoke p red i c t i ons  t h a t  t he  way t o  achieve sex equ i t y  i s  through gendered 
sof tware,  t he re  are few im i ta to rs .  A n t i s e x i s t  programs l i k e  Vo a e 'of  the  +-- M i m i  and "gender neu t ra l "  programs 1 i k e  Path seem t o  draw t e most 
favdrab le  reviews from f e m i n i s t  educators. ( 

For those committed t o  achieving sex equ i ty  i n  computer education, two 
conclus ions seem t o  emerge from the  debate about gendered software. F i r s t ,  
sof tware developers stand the  best chance o f  g e t t i n g  g i r l s  exc i ted  about 
computers i f  they r e f r a i n  from speculat ing about what g i r l s  "must" o r  
"probably  w i l l U  l i k e .  The software most successful i n  a t t r a c t i n g  both boys 
and g i r l s  seems t o  be t h a t  which has been f i e l d - t e s t e d  w i t h  a l l  k inds o f  
s tudents and then adapted t o  the  preferences students show. 



Second, g i r l s  must be given equal access t o  computers i n  suppor t ive 
environments, f o r  as the  developers o f  Pathwa s repor t ,  g i r l s  ge t  j u s t  rY i n vo l ved  as boys do - -  when given the  t me. 

-- E l i zabeth  E l l swo r th  

[E l i zabe th  E l l swo r th  i s  an Ass is tan t  Professor i n  t h e  Department o f  Curriculum 
and I n s t r u c t i o n ,  and a member o f  t he  Women's Studies Program a t  the  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Wisconsin-Madison. She teaches courses i n  media c r i t i c i s m  and c r i t i c a l  
v ideo product ion. She has a specia l  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  ways t h a t  audiences ( l i k e  
t h e  feml n i s t  communi t y )  r e s i s t  pa t r i a r cha l  . r a c i s t ,  and c l a s s i s t  discourses i n  
dominant media events, and r e i n t e r p r e t  those events so t h a t  they a re  use fu l  
w i t h i n  the  audience's cu r ren t  p o l i t i c a l  struggles.] 

NOTES - 
Charles Piemonte, "Br idg ing  the  Gender Gap," Cu r r i cu l  um Review v.25, 

no.2 (November/December 1985). p.40. 

I b i d .  
4 

Rhiannon Software, Addison-Wesl ey Pub1 i s h i n g  Co., Microbooks D iv is ion ,  
Reading , MA 01867; (800) 238-3801. 

Carol J. Kean, "Adventure S to r i es  f o r  G i r l s :  Cave G i r l  C la i r , "  - 
Curr icu lum Review v.25, no.2 (November/Oecember 1985). p.44. 

H o l l y  Brady and Tw l l a  Slesnick, ' G i r l s  Don't L i ke  F lu f fware  Either,"  
Classroom Computer Lea rn inq  v.5, 110.8 (Apr i l lMay  1985), p.24. 

Kean. ibid., p.45. 

Brady and Slesnick,  ibid., p.26. - 
\ 

Voyage o f  t he  M i m i ,  Hol t ,  Rhinehart  and Winston, D i r e c t o r  o f  Softtrara 
Market-lng, 383 Madison live., New York, NY 10017. 

Pathwa S, Technical Educat ion Research Canter, 1696 Madison Ave., 
c a m b r i h 2 1 3 8 ;  (617) 517-0430. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

Lockheed, Marlaine, and Steven Frakt, "Sex Equity:  Increas ing G i r l ' s  Use o f  
Computers," The Computing Teacher v.10, no.5 ( A p r i l  1984). pp.16-8. 

Schubert, Jane G., and Thomas Bakke, "P rac t i ca l  So lu t ions  t o  Overcoming Equ i ty  
i n  Computer Use," The Computing Teacher v.10, no.5 ( A p r i l  1984). pp.28-30. 

Unsigned, "Computer Learning: 'Boy' Software, ' G i r l k  Software," Curr iculum 
Product Review v.10. no.6 (March 1984). p.8. 



F m n l s T  PUBLISHING 

Marking i t s  f i f t h  anniversary, London's SHEBA PRESS i s  expanding i t s  
production, making a substantial commitment to publish new wrks  by black and 
other Third World women. A mixed collective of four black and four white 
women, Sheba claims t o  be "the only British feminist publisher who i s  
seriously committed to publishing Black women's books." (Happily, Sheba's 
commitment seems t o  be part of a broader publishing trend. For example, 
Virago Press recently issued The Heart of the Race: Black Women's Lives in 
Britain,  by Beverley Bryan, Stella Dadzie, and Suzanne Scafe.) Among Sheba's 
recent tit1 es are the fol low1 ng: A Dangerous Knowi ng: Four Black Women Poets, 
by Barbara Burford, Gabrlela Pearse, Grace Nicols, and Jackie Kay, which went 
in to  a second printing a f t e r  only six months; The Threshing Floor and Other 
Stor ies ,  a collection of short s to r ies  by black writer Barbara Burford; 
m g  the Journey: An Anthology of Black and Third World Women's Writings, 
edited by Shabnam Grewal , Jackie Kay, Lil iane Landor, Gail Lewis, and Pratibha 
Parmar; and Gifts  from My Grandmother, a book of poems by Meiling J ln ,  a 
Chinese woman from' Guyana l iving i n  England. For a complete catalog, write 
Sheba a t  10A Bradbury St., London N16 8JN, England. For a survey of British 

, feminist publishers, includi ng Sheba, see "Pub1 ishing and Fl ourishing" by Leah 
Fr i tz  i n  The Women's Review of Books v.3, no.5, February 1986, pp.16-17. 

A commitment among publishers to represent diverse feminist vdices appears to 
be taking root i n  Canada as well. A notice In a recent issue of Fireweed 
announces the found1 ng of SISTER VISION, "the f i r s t  press i n  ~ a n a d a a t e d  
to the works of Black and n i r d  World W'omen.' S i s te r  Vision i s  a t  work on an 
anthology ent i t led Lesbians of Colour Living in Canada. For more information, 
write S i s te r  Vision a t  P.O. Box 217, Station E ,  Toronto, Ontario M6H 4E2, 
Canada. 

SILVERLEAF PRESS, a new feminist publisher, i s  seeking short s tor ies  for a 
col lect ion about women living "nontraditional l ives  ," surviving "outside the 
mainstream of expectations in our culture." ,Write Silverleaf a t  P.O. Box 
70189, Seatt le,  WA 98107. (Information from off our backs, December 1985, 
P-23) 

LOLLIPOP POWER, a feminist col lect ive  publ ishing children's 1 i t e ra ture ,  
recently celebrated i t s  f i f teenth anniversary. Lollipop's l a t e s t  book I s  I 
Like You to Make Jokes Wi th  Me, B u t  I Don't Want You to Touch Me, a story 6y 
21 1en Bass. Their b a . c k l i s t i n c l u d e s l s  Tool box, by 
Dianne Homan, and When Megan Went Away, by Jane Seve-dress 
i s  P.O. Box 1171, Chapel Hi1 1 ,  NC 275f4. 

TQUGH DOVE BOOKS, a new publ i shi ng collective,  wants t o  publ i sh "qua1 1 t y ,  
original  trade paperbacks, w i t h  an emphasis on writings of vision and fantasy, 
by women." Their f i r s t  t i t l e s  are I t ' s  Time: A Nuclear Novel, a feminist 
fantasy by Jana Bluejay, and Stone ? l ick in  , by Nancy Tyler Glenn. Contact 
Denise Sheffleld, P.O. Box 5 d r ,  t A  95456. (Information from 
publ 1 sher) 



HARRINGTON PARK PRESS, a  new s u b s i d i a r y  o f  Haworth Press, p u b l i s h e s  n o n f i c t i o n  
paperbacK t r a d e  56X3 f o c u s i n g  on' psychology, feminist /womenls s t u d i e s ,  and 
gay and l e s b i a n  issues.  Among t h e i r  f l r s t  t i t l e s  a r e  Lesbians f n  L i t e r a t u r e  
and H i s t o r  , e d i t e d  by Monika Kehoe (June, 1986); P h i l o s o  h  and 

omosexua i t  , e d i t e d  by N o r e t t a  Koertge; and Bashers a1 e r s  and B i g o t s :  + -7f-8- 
Homop ob  a  i n  American Soc ie ty ,  e d i t e d  by John P. DeCecco. W r i t e  H a r r i n g t o n  
Park  Press a t  28 East  22 St., New York. NY 10010-6194. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  f rom t h e  
H a r r i n g t o n  Park Press Spr ing  1986 c a t a i o g )  

VANESSAPRESS i s  A laska ' s  f i r s t  f e m i n i s t  press. I t s  f i r s t  book i s  On Wh t h e  
Q u i l t m a k e r  Became a Dragon, a  v i s i o n a r y  poem by She i l a  Nickerson.  h e  
p r e s s  a t  P.O. 8ox 81335, Fairbanks,  AK 99708. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  f rom Small Press 
Review, June/ J u l y  1985, p.43) 

Endi  ng 
PRESS, 
l o w a c  

on a  sad note, we must  announce t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  IOWA CITY WOMEN'S 
a f t e r  t w e l v e  years.  Iowa City g o t  i t s  s t a r t  when A i n ' t  I a Woman, an 

i t y  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  was unab le  t o  f i n d  a  p r i n t e r  t o  handle a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  
on women's h e a l t h  and s e l f - h e l p ;  l o c a l  p r i n t e r s  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  e x p l i c i t  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  The Press  was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  women- in-pr int  movement, and 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  argued f o r  t h e  impor tance o f  f e m i n i s t  p r i n t e r s  as w e l l  as  
~ u b l i s h e r s  and bookstores.  Some o f  t h e  works t h e y  ~ r i n t e d  ove r  t h e  vears a r e  
 he Greasy Thumb: Automechanics Manual f o r  ~ o m e n ; - ~ ~ a i n s t  t h e  a rain:^^ 
t a r p e n t r y  Manual f o r  Women; books p u b l i s h e d  b y  Aunt L u t e  Book Company, an 
o f f s h o o t  o f  t h e  Press; and many i s s u e s  o f  S i n i s t e r  Wisdom, Lesb ian Connection, 
and Common L i v e s / L e s b i a n  L ives .  Debts f o r c e d  t h e  Press t o  c lose.  Accord ing 
t o  Press member Lorna Campbel I ,  t hese  d e b t s  r e f l e c t e d  b o t h  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e ' s  
" b u s i n e i s  phobia"  and t h e  l a r g e r  d i f f i c u l t y  f aced  by a  s m a l l - s c a l e  p r i n t e r  
t r y i n g  t o  keep p r i c e s  l ow  f o r  t h e  f e m i n i s t  community. For  a  f u l l e r  account, 
see  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Lorna Campbell which appeared i n  The Femin i s t  Bookstore  
News v.8, 110.4, December/January 1986, pp.12-17. - 

The Women's S tud ies  Program a t  UW-steven\ P o i n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow. 
Women's S t u d i e s  300/500 ( "Top ics  i n  Women's S tud ies " )  a lways has w a i t i n g  l i s t s  
f o r  such t o p i c s  as male l female  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  images o f  women i n  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  and v i o l e n c e  and women i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  media. L a s t  year,  
t h e  number o f  d e c l a r e d  m ino rs  i n  women's s t u d i e s  r o s e  t o  an a l l - t i m e  h igh ,  as 
d i d  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  who graduated w i t h  a  mlnor. 

The Women's S tud ies  Student  A s s o c i a t i o n  has been a c t l v e ,  h o l d i n  . 4 f u n d r a i s e r s  and cosponsor ing  campus programs such as t h e  a l l - d a y  ce e b r a t i o n  
t h a t  k i c k e d  o f f  Women's H i s t o r y  Week l a s t  sp r ing .  One o f  our  most a c t i v e  
s t u d e n t s  was k i l  l e d  i n  an automobi l  e  a c c i d e n t  i n  September on h e r  t w e n t y - n i n t h  
b i r t h d a y .  Students, f a c u l t y ,  and f a m i l y  o f  Susan K ing  have e s t a b l i s h e d  a  
memoria l  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  be g i v e n  a n n u a l l y  t o  a  n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  women's s t u d i e s  
s tuden t .  

F a c u l t y  t e a c h i n g  women's s t u d i e s  courses and s i t t i n g  on t h e  Women's 
S t u d i e s  Committee have been q u i t e  a c t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .  DONALD FADNER was 
awarded a  N a t i o n a l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humani t ies Summer Seminar g r a n t  i n  1984 
t o  s t u d y  "Popu lar  C u l t u r e  and Gender i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f rom 1850 t o  1950" 



I n  Washlngton, D.C., under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  L o i s  Banner. Fadner w i l l  be on 
s a b b a t i c a l  n e x t  y e a r  t o  work on h i s  book, The Myth of t h e  Hero. VIRGINIA FISH 
c o n t i n u e s  h e r  long- term p r o j e c t  on t h e  H u l l  House c i r c l e  ( E d i t h  and Grace 
Abbot t ,  A1 I c e  Hami l ton ,  fl orence K e l l e y ,  J u l  l a  La th rop  and Sophonisba 
B r e c k l n r l d g e )  and t h e  re fo rm o r g a n l z a t l o n s  w l t h  which they  were I n v o l v e d  from 
1890 t o  1920. F i s h  f r e q u e n t l y  g i ves  papers and p u b l i s h e s  a r t i c l e s  on h e r  
work. L i b r a r i a n  ALICE RANDLETT spen t  t h e  f a l l  semester I n  Spa in  w l t h  a  group 
o f  Semester Abroad s t u d e n t s  from UWSP. CHRISTY CARTER appeared on a  panel a t  
t h e  s t a t e  women's s t u d i e s  conference l a s t  f a l l .  KATHY WHITE was reappo in ted  
c o o r d l n a t o r  o f  t h e  Women's S tud ies  Proqram f o r  h e r  second t h r e e - y e a r  term. 
Her a r t i c l e  on t e a c h l n g  about  women 
I ssue o f  Women's ~ t u d l e s  Q u a r t e r l y .  
c o n s u l t a n t  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  on 
s p e n t  l a s t  summer a t  t h e  U n l v e r s l t y  
o n  an NEH Summer I n s t l t u t e  g r a n t  t o  

NEW 

and v l o l e n c e  appears I n  t h e  w i n t e r  1985 
For t h a t  Issue,  she ac ted  as e d i t o r i a l  

t e a c h l n g  about  women and v lo lence.  Whl te  
o f  C a l l f o r n l a  a t  San Dlego and Santa Cruz 
s tudy  Char les  Dlckens. 

-- Kathy Whlte 
Women's S tud ies  Coordl n a t o r  

R f  FERENCE WORKS IN 
WOmEN'S STUDIES 

O l l v e  Banks, The B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  B r l t l s h  Feminists.  Vol. 1: 1800- 
1930. B r lgh ton ,  England: Wheatsheaf Books; d i s t r .  by Harves te r  Press, 1985. 
239p. Index. $55.00, ISBN 0-7108-0132-7. 

Canadlan Women's P e r l o d f c a l s  T i t l e  Word Index. October 1984-. Toronto :  
Canadian Research I n s t l t u t e  f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  Women. 3/year. $35.00. 
(Address: CRIAW, 1 5 1  S l a t e r  St., S u i t e  408, Ottawa, Ontar io ,  KIP 5H3 CANADA) 

P a t  Gundrum, ed., U.W. Centers Women's t l s t :  Books and AV I tems on Women's 
I ssues  He1 d  by U.U. Centers '  L i  b r a r l e s .  Wau'kesha, W m t e r - W a u k e s h a  
County, L l b r a r y  and Media Serv ices ,  January 1986. 132p. f ree .  (Address: Pa t  
Gundrum, UW Center-Waukesha, 1500 U n l v e r s l t y  Dr., Waukesha, W I  53188) 

C h e r l s  Kramarae and Paula A. T r e l c h l e r ,  A  Femln l s t  D  
Pandora Press, 1985. 5 8 7 ~ .  b l b l .  $28.95, ISBN 0-8 
ISBN 0-86358-015-7. LC 85-9278. 

J u d l t h  Papachr ls tou,  B l b l l o g r a p h y  I n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Women I n  t h e  P r o g r e s s l v e  
Era. B r o n x v l l l e ,  NY: Sarah Lawrence Col lege,  1985. 70p. index. $6 . 5 0  . 
m d r e s s :  Women's Stud ies  Program, Sarah Lawrence Col lege,  B r o n x v l l  l e ,  NY 
107 08) 

C l a r e  P o t t e r ,  comp., The Lesb ian P e r l o d i c a l s  Index. Tal lahassee:  Nalad Press, 
1986. 413p. Pap. $29.95, ISBN 0-930044-74-6. LC 85-21798. 

Sarah M. P r i t c h a r d ,  Women's S tud les  Resources i n  M ic ro fo rm a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  
Con ress .  Washlngton, DC: L i b r a r y  of Congress, General Reading Rooms 
lJ@7- v i s  on, 1985. 22p. 



Women i n  American H i s to  , Vol. 2. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-Clio, 1985. 352p. 
index. $64 . 00 , ISBN 0 36-450-7. LC 78-26194. 

New pe r i od i ca l  indexes a re  cause f o r  r e j o i c i n g ,  and t h i s  qua r te r  we have 
two t o  celebrate. The Lesbian Pe r i od i ca l s  Index, compiled by Clare Pot te r ,  
prov ides author  and sub jec t  access t o  some twenty- four  thousand a r t i c l e s ,  
1  e t t e r s ,  reviews, s to r i es ,  poems, and graphics i n  fo r ty - two l esb ian  
pe r i od i ca l s ,  a l l  bu t  two now defunct. Ranging from t h e  l a t e  1940s when t h e  
o l d e s t  known U.S. l e s b i a n  pe r i od i ca l ,  Vice Versa, appeared, t o  t he  e a r l y  
1980s, and represent ing "geographica l ly  separate and d iverse  communities" 
( I n t r o d u c t i o n ) ,  t h e  volume i s  a  testament t o  t he  depth and breadth o f  l esb ian  
c u l t u r e ,  and t o  the  hard work and ded ica t ion  o f  Po t te r  and her col leagues i n  
t h e  C i r c l e  o f  Lesbian Indexers. 

Many ma a z i  nes and newslet ters  born i n  t he  1970s fo lded  a f t e r  a  few 3 issues; t he  r i n c l u s i o n  here helps c rea te  a f u l l e r  p i c t u r e  o f  the blossoming 
o f  women's communities and l esb ian  feminism i n  t h a t  decade. h o n a  these 
s h o r t - l i v e d  sources are Amazon Quar te r l y ,  Desperate L i v i n  
Fur ies,  Purple Star ,  and The Udder Sfde. The index a lso  
m g r a p h i c  c o n t r o l  t o  better-known pe r i od i ca l s  w i  t h  l onge r  pub l i sh ing  
h i s t o r i e s ,  i nc lud ing  F e d  nar  The Leaping Lesbian, The Lesbian Tide, Lavender 
Woman, Out and ~ b 0 u t . d :  and So's Your Old Lady. Miss ing from thls 
m l s  The Ladder: i t  from 1956 t o  1972 a r e  t r e i t e d  i n  a separate 
index  a v a i l a b l e  from Naiad Press.) 

The main p o r t i o n  o f  t he  vo lumf i s  an author /subject  index. For personal 
and pol i t l c a l  reasons, many lesbians used pseudonyms o r  f i r s t  names on1 I n  
p r i n t .  P o t t e r  has sometimes been ab le  t o  i d e n t i f y  pseudonyms, but  we l l  r 
probably  never l e a r n  i f  the  s i x  pieces by "Kathyu i n  f ou r  d i f f e r e n t  magazines 
came from the  same pen. 

Although the  index succeeds o v e r a l l  i n  p rov id ing  t o p i c a l  access, I do wish 
f o r  more cross-references. Such tenns as "Gay pr iden  and "Lesbian p r ide"  a re  
n o t  l inked,  nor  a re  "Mothering," "Lesbian mqthers," and "Chi ldren o f  
lesbians." On the  p lus  side, P o t t e r  incorporates tenns t h a t  s igna l  some o f  
t h e  main themes o f  l esb ian  l i f e  and p o l i t i c s :  Butch and femme; Coffeehouses, 
women's; Coming out;  Demonstrations, marches, and o ther  f i g h t  back act ions;  
Fat  oppression; Lesbian s t r a i g h t  s p l i t s ;  Lesbians i n  the  c lose t ;  Male presence 
a t  women's events; P o l i t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  and i n c o r r e c t  pos i t ions ;  Sexual i ty ,  
lesb ian ;  Trashing; Women's land; and many, many more. Few o f  these top i cs  can 
be uncovered i n  standard reference guides. 

The index a lso  po in ts  t o  ma te r i a l s  by and about i n d i v i d u a l s  (from An i t a  
Bryant  t o  Susan Saxe), events such as t he  Michigan Women's Music Fes t i va l  and 
t h e  Nat ional  March on Washington f o r  Gay and Lesbian Rights, and a wide range 
o f  na t i ona l  and grassroots  organizat ions. M u l t i p l e  e n t r i e s  f o r  Blacks, Jews, 
pr isoners,  younger lesbians, women from T h i r d  World and working-class 
backgrounds, and o the r  groups reveal t h a t  l esb ian  pe r i od i ca l s  have long  been a 
forum f o r  d iverse  perspectives. Fol lowing the  ma1 n index a re  separate 
sec t i ons  f o r  l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g s  (d i v i ded  by genre), book reviews, and v isual  
a r t .  



I n  t he I r . p re face ,  Joan Nest le  and Deborah Edel of t he  Lesblan Herstory  
Archlves c a l l ' t h e  Index a "mfracle." They do no t  exaggerate; The ~ e s b l a n '  
Pe r l od l ca l s  Index I s  Indeed a major step forward I n  l esb lan  scholarship. 

Whlle The Lesblan Pe r l od l ca l s  Index provides b l  b l  lographfc  access fo r  the  
f l  r s t  t ime t o  01 der a1 t e r n a t i v e  pub1 l ca t l ons ,  the  Canadlan Women's Pe r l od l ca l s  
T l t l e  Word Index h l g h l l g h t s  t he  most recent  femln ls t  a r t i c l e s  by our s i s t e r s  
t o  t he  north. f he  Canadlan Research I n s t i t u t e  fo r  the  Advancement o f  Women 
sponsored th ree  experlmental Issues I n  1984-85, which proved popular enough t o  
con t lnue  publication on a subscr l  t l o n  basls. The experlmental Issues cover 
some f l f t y  journa ls ,  Including se 7 ected academlc and popular journa ls ,  as we l l  
as those devoted t o  women's studles. Business, profess ional  , 1 egal , and 
l o c a l  - I n t e r e s t  pe r l od l ca l  s are excluded. 

Remlnlscent o f  our own Femlni s t  Per lod lca l  s , CWPTWI features rep r i n ted  
t a b l e s  of contents f o r  some f l f t e e n  women's publ lcat fons.  The hear t  o f  each 
Issue, however, I s  a keyword-In-context (KWIC) lndex, produced by computer. 
For those not  f a m l l l a r  w i t h  t he  KWIC format, I'll t r y  t o  explaln.  Each 
article's c l t a t l o n  I s  t r e a t e d  as a s t r l n g  o f  words. The c l t a t l o n  appears 
under each Impor tant  word from the t l t l e  and under t he  author 's  name. For 
example, an en t r y  under " b l r t h "  reads: "Pi lon, D. : Who's I n  Contro l?  BIRTH 

A Technology and Women's Llves." The same s t r i n g  w i l l  reappear under PILON and 
TECHNOLOGY, as we l l  as under l e s s  meanlngful terms from the  t l t l e .  Whlle 
common words such as I N  and AND a r e  automatically dropped from KWIC l l s t l n g s ,  
t h e r e  w l l l  always be a c e r t a l n  percentage o f  useless and r a t h e r  s l l l y  lndex 
terms. Another drawback, a t  l e a s t  I n  t h l s  particular d lsp lay,  I s  t h a t  t he  
beglnnlng o r  end o f  long c l t a t l o n s  are c u t  o f f ,  whlch could h inder  r e t r l e v a l  
o f  t he  a r t i c l e s .  

On the p o s l t l v e  slde, t he  compflers o f  CWPTWI en r l ch  the  e n t r l e s  w l t h  
terms fo r  genres and f o r  t op l cs  when the  t l m  amblguous. And w l thou t  
doubt, computerlred lndexlng I s  much f a s t e r  than apply lng human judgment. The 
lndex can fun t t l on ,  despl t e  I t s  l l m l  t a t l ons ,  as a valuable cu r ren t  awareness 
t o o l  f o r  researchers. 

Exam1 n lng Index1 ng s t r a t e g l  es, we come face-to-face w l  t h  t he  cen t ra l  1 t y  of 
language. A Femlnlst  D l c t l o n a r ~  devotes near ly  SIX hundred pages t o  t h l s  
concern.  heri is Kramarae and Paula A. T r e l c h l e r  speci fy  several objectives: 

... t o  document words, d e f l n l t l o n s ,  and conceptual lzat lons 
t h a t  11 1 u s t r a t e  women's 1 l n g u l s t l c  con t r lbu t lons ;  t o  
l l l u m l n a t e  forms o f  expression through whlch women have 
sought t o  describe, r e f l e c t  upon, and t h e o r l r e  about women, 
language, and the  world; t o  I d e n t i f y  Issues o f  language 
theory,  research, usage, and l n s t l t u t l o n a l l z e d  p rac t l ce  t h a t  
bear  on the  r e l a t l o n s h l p  between women and language; t o  
demonstrate ways I n  whlch women a re  se l z l ng  the  language; t o  
broaden know1 edge o f  t he  feml n l s t  lex lcon;  and t o  s t lmul  a t e  
research on women and language. (p.1) 

Although the  authors take patns t o  place t h e l r  e f f o r t s  I n  the  long tradition 
o f  dlctlonary-maklng, readers w i l l  f i n d  t h l s  volume on l y  s u p e r f l c l a l l y  
resembles t he  usual word-books on t h e l r  desks. It I s  more c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  



d i s c i p l i n e - b a s e d  handbooks -- b u t  no such s tandard r e f e r e n c e  t o o l  was e v e r  so 
e n t e r t a i n i n g .  

Kramarae and T r e i c h l e r  e x p l i c a t e  f e m i n i s t  neologisms (Comparable worth,  
Gender gap, Hers tory ,  k., Phal l o c e n t r i s m ,  Supermom, etc.)  , and p r o v i d e  
d e f i n i t i o n s  w i t h  a  f e m i n i s t  ( o f t e n  s a t i r i c )  t w i s t  f o r  f a m i l i a r  words. (See, 
f o r  example, t h e  e n t r i e s  f o r  G i r l ,  Man, Menst ruat ion,  Sexual r e v o l u t i o n ,  and 
W r i t i n g . )  Many unique coinages by w e l l  -known f e m i n i s t s  a r e  t r e a t e d  -- 
i n c l u d i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  proposed n o n s e x i s t  pronouns -- even though t h e y  have 
n o t  en te red  i n t o  popu la r  usage. Not s imp ly  words, b u t  concepts, events,  even 
book and j o u r n a l  t i t l e s  a r e  accorded e n t r i e s .  We f i n d  Christmas, c l a s s ,  and 
C i n d e r e l l a ;  g o t h i c  novel ,  Gray Panthers,  and Greenham Common; sob s i s t e r s ,  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  and Spare Rib. 

Whi le  t h e y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n v e n t  t h e i r  own d e f i n i t i o n s ,  Kramarae and 
T r e i c h l e r  u s u a l l y  quote  words and phrases i n  contex t .  By do ing  so, t h e y  
g r a n t  f e m i n i s t  w r i t e r s  and speakers t h e  s t a t u r e  of a u t h o r i t i e s  on language. 
A t  seventy-p lus  pages, t h e i r  source b l  b l i o g r a p h y  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
t h e i r  research.  The d i c t i o n a r y  doubles as a  q u o t a t i o n  sourcebook, though an 
a u t h o r  i ndex  would make i t  even more u s e f u l  i n  t h i s  regard. The volume w i l l  
be e s p e c i a l  1  y we1 comed by s t u d e n t s  o f  1  i ngui  s t l c s ,  because i t  covers many 
1  i n g u i s t i c  terms and t h e o r i e s ;  i t  i s  as much a  c r i t i q u e  o f  s tandard 

4 s c h o l a r s h i p  on language as i t  i s  a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  women's own expressions.  

Severa l  new r e f e r e n c e  tools. a r e  i n  a  more t r a d i t i o n a l  vein.  Women i n  
American H i s t o r y ,  Vol. 2, a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  r i p e n i n g  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  about  
h e r f c a n  wofien, n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  ma jo r  j o u r n a l s  and a n t h o l o g l e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  magazines, academic j o u r n a l s  i n  r e l a t e d  f i e l d s ,  
and key i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  U n l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  volume ( c o v e r i n g  
1964 t o  l977) ,  which u t i l i z e d  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l  and t o p i c a l  o u t l i n e  d e r i v e d  f rom 
i t s  p a r e n t  s e r i e s ,  h e r i c a :  H i s t o r y  and L i f e ,  t h e  second volume ( c o v e r i n g  1977 
t o  1984) uses an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  scheme-more i n  keeping w i t h  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  
of  t r a d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d i z a t i o n .  Only  about  one-quar ter  o f  t h e  e n t r i e s  appear i n  
genera l  o r  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  ca tegor ies ;  The remainder a r e  assf  ned t o  t h e  9 f o l  l o w i n g  m a j o r  group ings:  Domestic, Social,  and Personal Ro es; Women and 
R e l i g i o n ;  Women and Education; Women and E t h n i c i t y ;  Women i n  American Cu l tu re ;  
Uomen i n  t h e  Uork Force; Women and P o l i t i c s ;  Women and Violence;  and Women and 
B io logy .  The r e v i s e d  s u b j e c t  approach i s  workable and makes f o r  p r o f i t a b l e  
browsing,  a1 though some o f  t h e  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  seems f o r c e d  -- p r o s t i t u t i o n  
under  t h e  v i o l e n c e  heading , f o r  example, and sexual p re fe rence  under b io logy .  
A1 1  c i  t a t l o n s  a r e  accompanied by abs t rac ts .  

Volume two again. f e a t u r e s  t h e  "Sub jec t  P r o f i l e  Index System" (SPINDEX) 
deve loped by ABC-Clio. Each document i s  assigned a  l i s t  o f  gener i c  and 
s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t  terms, persona l  names, geographic d e s c r i p t o r s ,  and an 
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t ime  per iod.  The s t r i n g . o f  d e s c r i p t o r s  a c t s  as a  document 
p r o f i l e ,  and i s  repeated i n  t h e  index under each term. (The e f f e c t  i s  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  KWIC index reviewed above, w i t h  t h e  advantage t h a t  terms i n  
Women i n  American H i s t o r y  a r e  chosen by indexers ,  n o t  s imp ly  drawn from t h e  
t i t l e s . )  

The f i r s t  volume o f  a  p r o j e c t e d  two-volume set ,  The B iog raph ica l  
D i c t i o n a r y  of B r i t i s h  Femin is ts ,  supplements r e c e n t  b i o g r a p n l c a ~  sources such 
as The Europa B iog raph ica l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  B r i t i s h  Women ( rev iewed i n  -. FC, F a l l  



1984). Compi le r  O l i v e  Banks i s  an e x p e r t  on B r i t i s h  women's r i g h t s  advocates. 
The d i c t i o n a r y  t r e a t s  one hundred women and n ine teen  men. B iog raph ies  average 
two pages i n  l e n g t h ,  and conclude w i t h  notes  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  reader  t o  o t h e r  
secondary m a t e r i a l s .  The t o p i c a l  index i s  h e l p f u l ,  b u t  incomple te ;  f o r  
example, Josephine But1 e r '  s  e n t r y  i s  n o t  indexed under "Contagious Diseases 
Act." Whi le  volume one covers  t h e  yea rs  1800 t o  1930, volume two i s  announced 
as  spanning 1900 t o  1945; i t  remains t o  be seen whether t h e r e  w i l l  be 
s i g n i f i c a n t  o v e r l a p  between t h e  two. 

Three o t h e r  u s e f u l  new r e f e r e n c e  t o o l s  come from o u t s i d e  t h e  mainstream 
t r a d e  and s c h o l a r l y  p u b l i s h i n g  channels. Over t h e  years,  t h e  Sarah Lawrence 
C o l l e g e  Women's S tud ies  Program has i ssued  a  number o f  pa thb reak ing  guides, 
i n c l u d i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  on American women's h i s t o r y  by Gerda L e r n e r  ( 4 t h  ed., 
1978) and European women's h i s t o r y  by Joan K e l l y  ( 5 t h  ed., 1982). 
B i b l i o g r a p h y  i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Women i n  t h e  P rog ress i ve  Era, by J u d i t h  
P a p a c h r i s t o u ,  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  t h e  se r ies .  Concen t ra t i ng  on secondary sources 
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom 1890 t o  1930, Papachr i s tou  organ izes  o v e r  640 e n t r i e s  i n t o  
n i n e  c a t e g o r i e s :  Women and Work; Gender and t h e  Family; Educat ion;  Re1 i g i o n ;  
Community A c t i v i s m  and S o c i a l  Change; Wor ld War I; Feminism and Su f f rage ;  
M i n o r i t y  Women; B iography and Autobiography.  S u b d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  these  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  p l u s  a  t o p i c a l  index,  make t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  easy t o  use. The 

4 
e n t r i e s  a r e  n o t  annotated. 

Women's S tud ies  Resources i n  M ic ro fo rm a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress by Sarah 
M. P r i t c h a r d  i s  more than  j u s t  a  gu ide t o  one l i b r a r y ' s  ho ld ings .  It i s  t h e  
mos t  complete l i s t i n q  a v a i l a b l e  o f  resources f o r  f e m i n i s t  research  on 
m i c r o f i l m ,  microfich;, o r  m i c r o p r i n t .  P r i t c h a r d ,  a  r e f e r e n c e  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  
women's s t u d i e s ,  p rov ides  annota ted d e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  micro forms i n  t h e  General 
Reading Rooms D i v i s i o n  o f  LC, grouped i n  f o u r  s e c t i o n s :  m a j o r  m ic ro fo rm 
c o l  l e c t i o n s  i n  women's s t u d i e s ;  m ic ro fo rm c o l l e c t i o n s  w i t h  p o r t i o n s  r e l e v a n t  
t o  women's s t u d i e s ;  m i c r o f i l m e d  p e r i o d i c a l s ;  and s e l e c t e d  monographs i n  
women's h i s t o r y  f i l m e d  by t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress i t s e l f .  A  f i f t h  s e c t i o n  
cove rs  micro forms i n  t h e  Manuscr ipts,  Science & Technology, Law, and S e r i a l  & 
Government P u b l i c a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n s .  P r i t c h a q d  has a l s o  w r i t t e n  a  genera l  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  research  l i b r a r y  i n  a  
r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  Spec ia l  C o l l e c t i o n s  (see " P e r i o d i c a l  Notes" below). 

F i n a l l y ,  I want t o  s p o t l i g h t  a  new b i b l i o g r a p h i c  guide t o  women's s t u d i e s  
m a t e r i a l s  w i t h i n  o u r  own U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in  System. The U.W. Centers 
Women's L i s t ,  compi led  by P a t  Gundrum, i s  a  r e c o r d  o f  n e a r l y  two thousand 
books  and a u d i o v i s u a l  i tems h e l d  a t  t h e  UW's t h i r t e e n  two-year campuses. 
Gundrum o rgan izes  t h e  l i s t  by broad s u b j e c t  c a t e g o r i e s :  A r t ,  AV, Educat ion,  
Employment, Feminism, Hi s t o r y ,  L e g i s l a t i o n ,  Psychology, Re1 i g i o n ,  and 
Soc io logy.  W i t h i n  each sec t i on ,  e n t r i e s  a r e  a1 phabe t i zed  by t i t 1  e; campus 
l o c a t i o n s  and c a l l  numbers a r e  provided.  Produced on a  microcomputer, t h e  
e n t r i e s  a r e  b r i e f ;  a u t h o r ' s  f i r s t  names a r e  i n d i c a t e d  by i n i t i a l  o n l y ,  and 
o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  f o r t y - f i v e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  t i t l e s  a r e  p r i n t e d .  S t i l l ,  t h i s  
u n i o n  l i s t  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e  development o f  a  women's s t u d i e s  
c u r r i c u l u m  a t  t h e  Centers, and w i l l  serve f a c u l t y ,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  and s tuden ts  
w e l l .  

-- S.S. 



PfRIODICRC NOTES 
(Please  w r i t e  and l e t  us known about  any new p e r i o d i c a l s  o r  t hemat i c  i s s u e s  
t h a t  have come t o  you r  a t t e n t i o n .  We depend on a s s i s t a n c e  f rom o u r  readers  t o  
make t h i s  l i s t i n g  as comprehensive as poss ib le . )  

NEUJ PEAlODlCFlCS 

Canadian Lesb ian  and Gay, H i s t o r y  Network Newsle t te r .  1 9 8 5 .  $10 (employed) ; 
5 1 ow-i ncome) (suggested c o n t r i b u t i o n s ) .  c /o Canadian Gay Arch ives ,  P.O. 

i o x ( 6 3 9 ,  S t a t i o n  A, Toronto,  Ontar io .  M5W 162, Canada. ( I s s u e  exam1 ned: no.1, 
December 19851 

The ~ a n a d i a n  Lesb ian  and Gay H i s t o r y  Network was founded a t  t h e  Sex and 
t h e  S t a t e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Conference on Lesb ian  and Gay H i s t o r y  h e l d  i n  To ron to  
i n  J u l y  1985. The f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Network 's  n e w s l e t t e r  i n c l u d e s  a  
d i r e c t o r y  o f  l e s b i a n  and gay researchers  and t h e i r  research  i n t e r e s t s ;  news 
and no tes  ; a b i b 1  i o g r a p h y  o f  secondary sources f o r  Engl ish-Canadian 
1  e s b i a n l g a y  h i s t o r y ,  compi led  by  Gary Kinsman; a  rev iew  o f  r e c e n t  work on 

4 homosexua l i t y  i n  a n c i e n t  Greece and Rome, by B e e r t  Ve rs t rae te ;  and a  s e l e c t  
l i s t  o f  new books o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  h i s t o r i a n s ,  by  'Ed Jackson. 

F e m i n i s t  A c t i o n  Femin is te :  News f rom t h e  N a t l o n a l  A c t i o n  Committee on  t h e  
S t a t u s  o f  Women. 198%. Ed.: Pat  Daley. 8 /y r .  515 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $25 
(inst.1U.S.). 344 B l o o r  St. U., S u i t e  505, Toronto, Ontar io ,  M5S 1W9, Canada. 
( ~ s s u e s  examined: v.1, no.1, J u l y  1985-v.1, 110.4, January 1986) 

Founded i n  1972, t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c t i o n  Committee on t h e  S ta tus  o f  Women i s  
t h e  l a r g e s t  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  Canada, r e p r e s e n t i n g  o v e r  f o u r  hundred 
nongovernmental a s s o c i a t i o n s  f rom a l l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  count ry .  Subsc r ibe rs  t o  
F e m i n i s t  A c t i o n  Femin i s te  a l s o  r e c e i v e - t h e  NAC A c t i o n  B u l l e t i n .  Both  
p u b l f c a t i o n s  r e p o r t  on NAC's work, a c t i v i t i e s  o f  women and women's groups 
a c r o s s  t h e  count ry ,  and news o f  i n t e r e s x  t o  f e m i n i s t s .  

- 

\ 

Peace L i n k s  Connection: Women Aga ins t  Nuc lea r  War. 1984-. Q u a r t e r l y .  747 
B t h  St. S.L., Washington, DC 20003. ( I s s u e s  examined: v.1, 110.2, F a l l  1984- 
v  .l, 110.4, SprIng/Summer 1985) 

Peace L i n k s  I s  "a n o n p r o f i t ,  n o n p a r t i s a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ded ica ted  t o  
i n v o l v i n g  more and more peop le  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  w i l l  p reven t  n u c l e a r  war.' 
Peace L i n k s  Connection r e p o r t s  on chap te rs  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ac ross  t h e  
U n i t e d  Sta tes ,  serves as a  forum f o r  t h e  Peace L i n k s  network, and c a r r i e s  news 
and b r i e f  a n a l y s i s  o f  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  such as t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Defense I n i t i a t i v e  
( S t a r  Wars). 

Resource Center  News. 1984-. Eds. : Jeanne M. Barkey, Jim Kop l in .  Q u a r t e r l y .  
25 (w i th  membersnlp i n  t h e  Pornography Resource Center /Organ iz ing  A g a i n s t  

Pornography). 734 E. Lake St., Minneapo l i  s, MN 55407. ( I ssues  examined: v  .l, 
no.1, October 1984-v.2, no.3, September/October 1985) 

Pub1 i shed by  t h e  M i  nneapo l i  s-based P ~ r n o g r a p h y  Resource Center, t h i s  two- 
t o  four-page n e w s l e t t e r  c a r r i e s  news on ant i -pornography o r g a n i z i n g  l o c a l l y  
and nat ionwide.  



SPECIAL ISSUES O F  PERIODICALS 

Canadian Journal o f  P o l i t i c a l  and Soc ia l  Theory v. 9, no. 1/2, H i v e r / P r i  ntemps 
985: " kemi n ism Now: Theory and Pract ice . "  Eds. : Ar thu r  Kroker, M a r i l  0 ~ 1 %  

Kroker.  $17 ( i n d l v . ) ;  $27- ( i n s t . ) .  Concordla U n i v e r s i t y ,  7141 Sherbrooke St. 
West, Montreal ,  Quebec H4B 1M8, Canada. ( I ssue  examined) 

P a r t i a l  con ten ts :  " I n t e r v i e w :  Susan Sontag" ( E l l  een Manion and Sher ry  
Simon) ; "Femin is t  Rad ica l ism i n  t h e  1980's" (Angela M i l e s )  ; "Embracing 
Motherhood: New Femin is t  Theory" (Heather Jon Maroney) ; "New Femin is t  
Readings: Woman as E c r i t u r e  o r  Woman as Other?" (Pamela McCal lum) ; "'What Are 
We Doing, R e a l l y ? '  hminlst C r i t i c i s m  and t h e  Problem o f  Theory" ( P a t r o c i n l o  
Schweickar t ) ;  p l u s  t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  on pornography, ideo logy,  and power, and 
book reviews. I n  E n g l i s h  and French. 

C i t y  L i m i t s :  The News Magazine o f  New York City Housing and Neighborhoods 
v.10, n0.4, A p r i l  1985: "Housinq: A Women's Issue." Eds.: Tom Robbins. 
Anne t te  ~ u e n t e s .  $15 ( i nd iv . ,  Eommunity groups) ; $35 ( I  nst.). SI ngle-copy:  
$2. 424 West 33rd  St., New York, NY 10001. ( I ssue  exam1 ned) 

T h i s  specla.1 i s s u e  l i n k s  t h e  housing c r i s i s  t o  t h e  " f e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  
p o v e r t y  ." P a r t i a l  con ten ts :  "Break1 ng t h e  Cycle o f  Homelessness" (Mary 

d Breen) ; "No Kids o r  Dogs A1 lowed" ( J i l l  Nelson) ; "Any P o r t  i n  a Domestic 
Stormw (Diane Berg and Pam M c A l l i s t e r ) ;  "Neighborhood Women Keeping It 
Together"  ( T e r r y  L. Haywoode); p l u s  a r t i c l e s  on housing programs f o r  women, a 
l i s t  o f  readings,  and a book revlew. 

E k l s t l c s  no.310, ~ a n u a r ~ / ~ e b r u a r ~  1985: "Women and Space I n  Human 
m n t s . "  Guest ed. : Becky Dennison Sake1 l e r l o n .  $48 ( i n d l v . )  ; $36 
( s t u d e n t ) .  Athens Center o f  E k i s t i c s ,  P.O. Box 3471, 10210 Athens, Greece. 
( I n f o r m a t i o n  from Women and Environments Fa1 1 1985, p.23) 

The seventeen a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  examine how p lann ing,  
housing,  and urban s e r v i c i n g  address t h e  needs o f  women i n  N o r t h  ' h e r i c a ,  
Ho l land ,  Greece, Tun is ia ,  Japan, and I s r a e l .  

S o c i o l o g i c a l  Focus v.18, no.2, A p r i l  1985: " S t r u c t u r e d  Environments and 
bornen's Changing Roles." Guest ed.: Wl l lem van V l i e t .  $15 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $40 
( i n s t . ) .  N o r t h  Cent ra l  S o c l o l o g i c a l  Assoc ia t i on ,  Dept. of Soc io logy and 
Anthropology,  Kent  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Kent, OH 44242. ( I s s u e  examined) 

P a r t i a l  con ten ts :  " I n t r o d u c t l o n :  Communities and B u i l t  Environments 
Suppor t i ng  Women's Changing Roles" (Wi l lem van V l i e t ) ;  "From Refuge t o  Serv i ce  
Center:  Neighborhoods That  Support Women" (Gerda Wekerle); "Gender and 
R e s i d e n t i a l  Pre ferences I n  t h e  Suburban Era: A New Look?" ( S y l v i a  Fava); "The 
S o c i a l  C o n s t r u c t l o n  o f  t h e  Phys ica l  Environment: The Case o f  Gender" (Karen 
Franck)  ; "The Androgenous City: From C r i t i q u e  t o  P r a c t i c e "  (Susan Saegert) .  

Spec ia l  C o l l e c t i o n s  v.3, no.3/4, Spring/Summer 1986: "Women's C o l l e c t i o n s :  
Ll b r a r i e s ,  Archives,  and Consciousness.~' Guest ed. : Suzanne Hi1 denbrand. 
$95. Haworth Press, Xnc., 28 East  22 St., New York, NY 10010-6194. ( I s s u e  
examined) 

T h i s  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  gathers  a r t i c l e s  on c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  L l b r a r y  o f  
Congress, t h e  Schwimmer-Lloyd Col l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  New York P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  t h e  
Bethune Museum-Archives, t h e  Smith Col lege Sophia Sml t h  C o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  A r t h u r  
and E l i z a b e t h  k h l e s i n g e r  L i b r a r y  on t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Women i n  h e r i c a ,  t h e  
Texas Woman's U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  Uoman's Col l e c t l o n ,  and women's stud1 es 



c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Water loo L i b r a r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Suzanne 
H i l denbrand  surveys "smal l  b u t  no tewor thy"  c o l l e c t i o n s  and p rov ides  a  
d i r e c t o r y  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  women's c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  U.S. and abroad; Susan 
E. Sear ing  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Women's S tud ies  L i b r a r i a n  f o r  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in  System; E l l e n  Gay D e t l e f s e n  d i scusses  i s s u e s  o f  
access t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  women; and Beth  S t a f f o r d  rev iews  t h e  b e s t  
r e f e r e n c e  works f o r  research  on m i n o r i t y  and T h i r d  U o r l d  women. 

TRANSITIONS 

L e s b i a n  I n c i t e r ,  a  newspaper p u b l i s h e d  by a  M inneapo l i s  c o l l e c t i v e  f o r  more 
t h a n  f i v e  years ,  has a  new home. Two San Franc isco women have taken  o v e r  t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n ;  t h e y  hope t o  p u b l i s h  on a  b i m o n t h l y  basis.  The paper i s  l o o k i n g  
f o r  new s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  Con tac t  Mar ie1 Rae o r  Kate  Anne a t  

i 
2215-R Market  St. R307, San Franc isco,  CA 94114. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  f rom o f f  o u r  
backs  November 1985, pp.22, 27) 
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' THE FAMILY OF WOMEN: STORIES FROM A WORLD GATHERING i s  a  h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  s e r i e s  
o f  ha l f -hou r  r a d i o  programs based on Forum '85, an open i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  
h e l d  l a s t  summer i n  N a i r o b i ,  Kenya, i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
con fe rence  mark ing t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  U.N. Decade f o r  Women. Program t o p i c s  
i n c l u d e  "Women and Work ," "Women and Pol i t i c s  ," "Reproduct ive  Freedom ,I1 'The 
I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  Marriage," and "Women as Peacemakers/Women as Warr iors."  The 
t a p e s  f e a t u r e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  s t o r i e s ,  conversa t i ons ,  and music. Programs may be 
purchased as a  s e r i e s  o n l y ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on b roadcas t  use. 
S i x -m inu te  modules on r e l a t e d  t o p i c s  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e ,  Order  tapes o r  
c a s s e t t e s  f rom Nan Rubin, P r o j e c t  Coord inator ,  P.O. Box 18755, Denver, CO 
80218 (303-777-7737). 

A  s e r i e s  o f  t h i r t e e n  l e c t u r e s  e n t i t l e d  THE JEWISH WOMAN I N  HISTORY ,AND 
LITERATURE by  Dr. Paula Hyman, Dean o f  t h e  Seminary Co l l ege  o f  Jewish S tud ies  
o f  t h e  Jewish Theo log ica l  Seminary, i s  a v a i l a b l e  on  s i x  c a s s e t t e  tapes f o r  
$39.95 f rom Jewish Peop le 's  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  A i r ,  3 0  West 4 4 t h  St., New York, 
NY 10036. The package i n c l u d e s  o u t 1  i nes, r e a d i n g  l i s t s ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  
use. 

ON THE EDGE: WALKING THE POVERTY LINE i s  an unusual v ideo tape  t h a t  e x p l o r e s  
t h e  feminization o t  p o v e r t y  i n  a  Mrdwestern s e t t i n g .  It t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  
f o u r  women i n  Green Bay, Wisconsin, who d o n ' t  q u i t e  f i t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  " t h e  
poor." The v ideotape,  which has been w e l l  r e c e i v e d  a t  many area screenings, 
i s  a v a i l a b l e  on i n t e r l i b r a r y  l o a n  from t h e  Brown County L i b r a r y ,  515 P ine St., 
Green Bay, W I  54301. See y o u r  l o c a l  l i b r a r i a n  t o  i n i t i a t e  an i n t e r l o a n  
reques t .  For more i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  tape,  c a l l  P a t  L a V i o l e t t e  a t  t h e  Brown 
County L l  b r a r y ,  414-497-3492. 

A  p r o j e c t  o f  The Woman A c t i v i s t ,  which has been p u b l i s h i n g  f e m i n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n  news f o r  more t h a n  f i f t e e n  years ,  THE WOMAN ACTIVIST MAILING LIST i s  an 
a t t e m p t  t o  s e t  up a  n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n  a l e r t  system and f e m i n i s t  p o l i t i c a l  



network. To p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  p ro jec t ,  send $5.00 t o  WAML, 2310 Barbour Rd., 
Fa1 1  s  Church, VA 22043 (703-573-8716). 

Produced by the  Women's Educational Equ i ty  k t , P u b l i s h i ' n g  Center, WOMEN I N  THE 
COMMUNITY i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  ma te r i a l s  focusing on women i n  nonacademic 
se t t i ngs .  The programs, workshops, f i l m s t r i p s ,  and o ther  ma te r i a l s  a r e  geared 
t o  people who work w i t h  fami l ies ,  working women, r u r a l  women, m i n o r i t y  women, 
i nca rce ra ted  women, and poor women. For a  complete l i s t i n g ,  con tac t  WEEA 
Pub l i sh ing  CenterIEDC, 55 Chapel St. ,  Su i te  227, Newton, MA 02160 (800-225- 
3088). 

A t i m e l y  r e p o r t  e n t i t l e d  CAMPUS GANG RAPE: PARTY GAMES? has recen t l y  been 
re leased by t he  P ro jec t  on t he  Status and Education o f  Women. Authors J u l i e  
K. Ehrhar t  and Bernice R. Sandler suggest t h a t  gang rape i s  no t  an i s o l a t e d  o r  
r a r e  occurrence a t  many co l leges and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and t h a t  f r a t e r n i t i e s  a re  
among t h e  worst of fenders. The twenty-page repor t ,  which inc ludes suggestions 
on awareness and prevent ion  as we l l  as a  resource l i s t ,  i s  ava i l ab le  f o r  $3.00 
from PSEW, Associat ion o f  h e r i c a n  Colleges, 1818 R. St., NW, Washington, DC 
20009. 

The 1984 survey WOMEN'S STUDIES PROGRAMMES i n  Japan by Hiroko Hashimoto shows 
1 t h a t  ninety-two co l leges  and u n j v e r s i t i e s  o f f e red  women's s tud ies  courses 

du r i ng  t h a t  year, up from seventy- f ive i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  1983. The r e p o r t  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  from the  Nat ional  Women's Education Centre, 728 Sugaya, 
Ranzanmachi, H i  ki-gun, Saitama 355-02 Japan. 

The WOMEN'S EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE, a  na t iona l  n o n p r o f i t  w g a n i z a t i o n  
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  women's economic and l ega l  issues, has ava i l ab le  a  number o f  
pub l i ca t ions .  Recent t i t l e s  inc lude:  "Women and the  Federal Income Tax 
System," "Tax Fairness f o r  Women," "Comparable Worth and the  Wage Gap," " T i t l e  
I X  Packet," "Women and the  M i l l  t a r y  Mn i -K i t , "  and "Special A t to rney 's  Packet 
on Divorced Spouse Legis la t ion."  For more information, con tac t  WEAL, 1250 I 
St.,  NW, Sui te  305, Washington, DC 20005 (202-898-1588). 

A new m i c r o f i l m  archive, FASHION ADVERTISING' COLLECTION, 1942-1982: A HISTORY 
I N  ILLUSTRATION FROM 200 ~ I C A N  NEWSPAPERS, may be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  
l f b r a r i e s a n d a l s  i n  fashion, costume. 
home economics, adver t i s ing ,  market ing, a d  popular cu l ture.    he 192 
la rge- fo rmat  volumes o f  the  o r i g i n a l  paper ed i t ion ,  assembled by a  fashion 
c l i p p i n g  serv ice  over a  f o r t y  year per iod, cover advertisements f o r  men's, 
women's, and ch i l d ren ' s  c l o t h i n g  placed by leading r e t a i l e r s  i n  the  Uni ted 
States and Canada. A p repub l i ca t i on  p r i c e  o f  $8,000 f o r  Diazo 35mm m i c r o f i l m  
i s  a v a i l a b l e  u n t i l  May 15, 1986 from Je r r y  Alper, Inc., 271 Main St . ,  P.O. Box 
218, Eastchester, NY 10707 (914-793-2100). 

WOMEN AND MEDIA: ANALYSIS, ALTERNATIVES AND ACTION, ed i t ed  by Kamla Bhasin and 
B l n a  Agarwal, 1s a  j o t n t  undertaking o f  I s l s  I n te rna t i ona l  (Rome, I t a l y )  and 
t h e  P a c i f i c  and Asian Women's Forum o f  New Delhi, Ind ia.  It i s  publ ished by 
I n d i a ' s  new f e m i n i s t  press, K a l i  f o r  Women. A r t i c l e s  examine the  ways women 
a r e  por t rayed i n  media, and repo r t  on ac t ions  by women's groups i n  the  Asian 
and P a c i f i c  regions t o  p r o t e s t  e x i s t i n g  por t raya ls  and c rea te  a l t e rna t i ves .  
B ias  i n  t he  development l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  focus. Ind ia,  S r i  Lanka, 
Ma1 aysia,  Austral  i a ,  Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Thai land are the  count r ies  
represented here. The volume a lso  inc ludes a  l i s t  o f  resources and networks, 



and a se lec t  b ib l iography.  For more in format ion,  con tac t  I s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
V ia  Santa Maria del l1Anima 30, Rome, I t a l y .  

BOOK REVIEWS 

Susan E. Browne, Debra Connors, and Nanci Stern, eds., With the  Power o f  Each 
Breath: A Disabled Women's Anthology. P i t t sbu rgh  and San Franc1 sco: Cl e i s  
Press, 1985. 354p. ISBN 0-939416-06-9. LC 85-71206. 

Gwyneth Ferguson Matthews, Voices from the  Shadows: Women With D i s a b i l i t i e s  
S eak Out Toronto: The Women's Press, 1983 
h i o - 0 .  

. 192p. b i b l .  ISBN 

As the  women's movement gained momentum i n  the  e a r l y  1970s. I f e l t  
s t r a n g e l y  alone. A l l  around me f r i e n d s  rebe l l ed  aga ins t  sexlsm i n  t he  j o b  
market, raged over sexual harassment, and r a i l e d  about t he  stereotypes t h a t  
condemned them t o  be noth ing but  wives and mothers. 

d 

When I app l i ed  f o r  jobs, employers saw me as a d isabled person before they  
ever  thought  o f  me as a woman. General ly I f e l t  sexua l l y  ignored r a t h e r  than 
exp lo i ted .  And a l l  my l i f e  I had been s u b t l y  taught  t h a t  I must be prepared 
t o  support  myself ,  as no man was l i k e l y  t o  choose me f o r  a partner. The 
movement t h a t  was doing so much t o  l i b e r a t e  nondisabled women had never heard 
o f  people l i k e  me. 

I n  the past few years feminism has f i n a l l y  recognized the  ex is tence o f  
women w i t h  d i s a b i l  i t i e s .  I n  1981 came -Jo Campling's c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
autobiographica l  essays, Images o f  Ourselves: Disabled Women Tal k i n  
(Routledge and Kegan Paul]. I n  thesame year, t he  f e m i n i s t  periodi!al o f f  our 
backs and the  Journal o f  Sociology and Sociql  Welfare each publ ished a 
Issue about when  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  ( 2 )  

Today the  pace i s  accelerat ing.  I n  t h i s  two-part  review, I w i l l  exam1 ne 
t h r e e  recent  books and a f em in i s t  j ou rna l ,  a l l  o f  them focusing on t h e  
concerns o f  d isabled women. 

"Th is  book i s  a t o o l  we can use t o  examine and chal lenge our ableism...and 
t o  demyst i fy  d i s a b i l i t y  and the  l i v e s  o f  d isabled women," w r i t e  Browne, 
Connors, and Stern  i n  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  With the  Power o f  Each Breath. 
"These pages a re  a journey i n t o  our l i v e s  as we surv ive  i n  an inaccess ibre 
soc ie ty .  ..lo (pp.10-11). I n  c rea t i ng  t h i s  book, the  ed i t o r s  ( t h r e e  women w i t h  
d iabetes and v i sua l  impairments who met i n  a support  group) s o l i c i t e d  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from women w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  backgrounds and a broad spectrum o f  
d l  s a b i l  i t i e s .  The anthology gathers together  f i  f t y - f o u r  poems, sho r t  s t o r i e s ,  
essays, and autobiographica l  accounts, each bearing on some facet o f  l i f e  as a 
d isab led  woman. 



The pleces d i f f e r  w l l d l y ;  a t  t imes the c o l l e c t i o n  remlnds me o f  a 
d lssonant  modern symphony by some r a d l c a l  composer. A small, sardonic poem 
n e s t l e s  between ma t te r -o f - f ac t  personal h l s t o r l e s ;  a formal essay fo l lows a 
s a t 1  r l c a l  s k l  t; anger and b l  t t e rness  resound agalnst  p l a y f u l  humor. ,The 
e d i t o r s  make a hero lc  at tempt t o  con t ro l  t h i s  d lspara te  mass o f  mater1a.l by 
f l t t l n g  t he  pleces I n t o  seven sections. Each sec t i on  I s  In t roduced by a 
g race fu l  essay cap tur ing  t h e  essence o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  Issue: uslng anger; 
growlng up I n  t he  family;  r a l s l n g  ch i ld ren .  Many o f  t he  pleces, however, 
r e b e l  aga ins t  belng categorized, and t h e l r  placement seems arbitrary a t  best. 

Th ls  d l s j o l n t e d  q u a l i t y  I t s e l f  may convey the  diversity among women w l t h  
d l s a b i l l  t l e s .  Edwlna T r l s h  Franch i ld  w r i t e s  o f  her  parents '  dogged re fusa l  t o  
accept  the  f a c t  t h a t  she has low v i s l on ,  and the  mountlng pressures t h a t  l e d  
t o  her  p s y c h l a t r l c  lncarcerat lon.  J111 Sager and Carol Schmidt recount t he  
h o r r l f y i n g  medlcal t reatments they have undergone slmply t o  make them look  
more "normal .I' Mary h b o  describes her b a t t l e  t o  b u l l d  an Independent 
1 i f e s t y l e ,  desp i t e  t he  undemln lng a t t l t u d e s  o f  her mother and the  soc ia l  
s e r v l c e  establishment. There I s  a p o s l t l v e  side, too. k t h l e e n  M. Whlte and 
Amber Coverdale Sumrall w r i t e  w i t h  warmth o f  suppor t ive f r lends ,  f am l l y  
members, and hosp l t a l  personnel. Ernest ine h a n l  Pat terson speaks o f  her  
awakened sense o f  l d e n t l t y  when she adopts an A f r i can  ha l r s t y l e .  JoAnn 

d LeMalstre shares the  pleasures and chal lenges o f  belng a d l  sabled mother. 

Educated wh l t e  women predomlnate i n  these pleces. But t he  e d i t o r s  have 
Inc luded selections by a few women who a re  black o r  Wlspanlc, and by some 
women who have no t  recelved a h igher  education. The d l s a b l l l t l e s  represented 
Inc lude  b l  lndness, deafness, ep i lepsy,  severe a1 l e rg les ,  l e a r n l n g  
d l s a b l l i t i e s ,  re ta rda t lon ,  agoraphobla and obesi ty.  

Var ied as t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  I s ,  there  a re  some s t a r t l l n g  gaps. Though many 
pieces have political overtones, on l y  a few reach beyond personal experience 
t o  prescribe measures t h a t  mlght br lng 'about  change. (Outstanding among these 
I s  Anne F inger ' s  "Claiming A l l  o f  Our Bodies: Reproductlve Rights  and 
Dl  s a b l l l t y . " )  None o f  t he  pleces deals-  w l t h  employment d lsc r lm ina t lon ,  and 
few r e l a t e  experlences on t h e  job. 

Most puzz l ing  o f  a l l ,  cons lder lng t he  amount o f  personal ma te r l a l  t he  book 
contains, I s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  very few o f  t he  w r l t e r s  reveal much about t h e i r  
r e l a t l o n s h i p s  w l t h  c lose f r lends o r  lovers.  Several mentlon t h a t  they  a re  
lesb lans ,  and a few r e f e r  t o  boy fr lends o r  husbands. Wow these women b u i l d  
and ma ln ta ln  re l a t l onsh lps ,  however, I s  seldom disclosed. The m a j o r i t y  say 
no th lng  about I n t ima te  re la t ionsh ips ,  and between the  l i n e s  I read o f  a 
yawnlng emptiness. Somehow these women can t a l k  f ree ly  about anger a t  
parents,  l l v l n g  w l t h  phys ica l  pain, and the  frustrations o f  dea l ing  w l t h  
doctors.  But  they a re  r e l u c t a n t  t o  expose the  longing fo r  closeness, t he  
achlng l one l i ness  t h a t  l l e s  a l l  too  o f t e n  a t  t he  core o f  our l l v e s  as 
ou ts l de rs  I n  a nondisabled world. 

Gwyneth Matthews I n  Volces from the  Shadows perceives a sense of 
desexua l i za t lon  as one 03 the  most c r u c i a l  problems d lsabled women face. O f  
t h e  f o r t y - f i v e  women she In terv lewed I n  gather lng mater la l  f o r  her book, on l y  
f i v e  were marrled, and several had been deserted by t h e l r  husbands o r  l ove rs  
when they became disabled. Ha l f  t o l d  her they had had no sexual r e l a t i o n s h i p  
s i n c e  the  onset o f  t h e l r  d i s a b l l l t y .  "The more I intervlewed, the  more I 



became conv inced t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  these women do n o t  c o n s i d e r  i n t e r c o u r s e  
t h e i r  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y , "  Matthews exp la ins .  "On t h e  whole, i t  i s  t h e  human 
c o n t a c t  t h a t  i s  m i s s i n g  f rom t h e i r  l i v e s ;  t h e y  need someone t o  hold,  someone 
t o  t a l k  to ,  someone t o  c o m f o r t  them when t h e y ' r e  depressedn (p.76). 

I f  W l t h  t h e  Power o f  Each Brea th  can be l i k e n e d  t o  a  symphony o f  s o r t s ,  
Vo ices  f rom t h e  Shadows i s  a  concer to .  The v o i c e s  o f  t h e  women t h e  a u t h o r  
'I n t e r v i  ewed form an o r c h e s t r a l  background, o v e r  which Matthews' s o l o  r i s e s  
c l e a r  and s t rong.  Glimpses i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  h e r  i n f o r m a n t s  a r e  woven i n t o  
t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  t h e  book. Bu t  i t  i s  Matthews' own s t o r y  --  h e r  ad jus tmen t  t o  
1  i f e  as a  p a r a p l e g i c  woman, h e r  encounters  w i t h  a  d a u n t i n g  a r r a y  o f  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and a t t i t u d i n a l  b a r r i e r s  -- t h a t  g i ves  t h e  work focus  and u n i t y .  

A t  t imes  t h e  women Matthews quotes tend  t o  b l u r  together .  Most  appear t o o  
b r i e f l y  t o  come f u l l y  t o  l i f e .  They d i s c u s s  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  es tab l i shmen t ,  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  and employment, f i n a n c i a l  w o r r i e s ,  
c h i l d - r a i s l n g ,  and f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  women. Many o f  t h e i r  comments a r e  
a s t u t e  and i n t r i g u i n g ,  and I o n l y  w i s h  t h e r e  were space f o r  t h e i r  separa te  
i d e n t i t i e s  t o  emerge. 

One o f  t h e  most  power fu l  chap te rs  i n  t h e  book i s  based on i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  
f i v e  s e v e r e l y  d i s a b l e d  women who l i v e  i n  n u r s i n g  homes. They speak o f  t h e  
l a c k  o f  p r i v a c y ,  t h e  demeaning behav io r  o f  t h e  s t a f f ,  t h e  g r i n d i n g  i n d i g n i t i e s  
o f  i n e d i b l e  meals and l o s t  laundry .  Matthews admi ts  t h a t  t h e  s p e c t e r  o f  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a r e  has haunted h e r  e v e r  s i n c e  she became d i s a b l e d  h e r s e l f ,  and 
she approaches these  women w i t h  keen, o f t e n  agonizing empathy. 

The g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  book l i e s  I n  Matthews' w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e v e a l  
h e r s e l f  -- h e r  f e a r s  and doubts as w e l l  as h e r  t r iumphs,  t h e  shaky moments 
t h a t  s t i l l  descend upon h e r  d e s p i t e  a l l  ou tward  s i g n s  o f  success. blatthews i s  
m a r r i e d  t o  a  man who i s  who lehear ted l y  accep t ing ,  and I s  e r t a b l  i s h i n g  h e r s e l f  
as  a  f r e e l a n c e  w r i t e t .  Perhaps t h i s  sense t h a t  she has "made it," found a  
s e c u r e  n i c h e  i n  t h e  wor ld,  p e r m i t s  h e r  t o  w r i t e  so u n s p a r i n g l y  o f  t h e  h u r t s  
t h a t  s t i l l  c u t  deep. 

\ 

To acknowledge pa in ,  anger, and l o n e l i n e s s  shou ld  not ,  however, Imp ly  t h a t  
m o s t  o f  us who a r e  d i s a b l e d  spend o u r  days i n  s u f f e r i n g  and despa i r .  Though 
t h e  rami f l c a t i o n s  o f  d i  s a b i l  I t y  a r e  complex, i t  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n t r o l  
o r  d e f i n e  o u r  l i v e s .  

Women i n v i t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  books about  women and d l  s a b i l  l t y  n a t u r a l l y  
speak a lmos t  w h o l l y  about  t h e  ways impai rment  has a f f e c t e d  them. As a  r e s u l t ,  
t h e s e  books may c r e a t e  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  impact  o f  d i s a b i l i t y  i s  
c o n s t a n t  and a l l - p e r v a s i v e ,  shap ing eve ry  aspec t  o f  ex is tence.  The reader  
m i g h t  e a s i l y  conc lude t h a t  b l i ndness ,  deafness, o r  p a r a p l e g i a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  
c e n t r a l  focus o f  a  d i s a b l e d  woman's wor ld.  

I n  f a c t ,  most  o f  us manage t o  dea l  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  problems posed by 
d i s a b i l i t y ,  and c a r r y  on w i t h  t h e  bus iness o f  1  i v i  ng. We a r e  homemakers o r  
eng ineers ;  we p l a y  chess o r  l i s t e n  t o  gospel music, f o l l o w  p r o  f o o t b a l l  o r  
p r a c t i c e  yoga. We th row ou rse lves  i n t o  a  h o s t  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  f rom p l a n n i n g  a  
f u n  v a c a t i o n  t o  work ing t o  p reven t  n u c l e a r  war. D i s a b i l i t y  i s  o n l y  one t h r e a d  
i n  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  f a b r i c  o f  who we are. 



Taken together,  these books o f f e r  a  thoroughly absorbing i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
many o f  t he  concerns o f  d isab led  women. Yet, w i t h  t h e i r  emphasis upon the  
e f f e c t s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y ,  they may sub t l y  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  no t i on  t h a t  our l i v e s  are 
unusual, spec ia l ,  even remarkable. D i s a b i l i t y  notwithstanding, our l i v e s  are 
o f t e n  very much Ii ke those o f  our nondisabl ed peers. U n t i l  there  i s  some 
d iscuss ion  o f  t h e  ways i n  which d i s a b i l i t y  does no t  a f f e c t  us, any 
understanding o f  women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  remTn unbalanced and 
incomplete. 

-- Deborah Kent 

[Deborah Kent works f u l l t i m e  as a  f ree lance wr i t e r .  She has w r i t t e n  numerous 
book reviews and a r t i c l e s  on d i s a b i l i t y - r e l a t e d  top ics.  She a lso  w r i t es  young 
a d u l t  f i c t i o n . ]  

NOTES - 
Part  I 1  o f  t h i s  review w i l l  appear i n  Feminist  Co l lec t ions  v.7, no.4, 

Summer 1986. 

4 Kathleen Hagen reviewed these and o ther  e a r l y  works on women and 
d i s a b i l i t y  i n  Femin is t  Co l lec t ions  v.4, no.4, Summer 1983. 

SEH, GENDER, RND THE STRTE 

Rosal ind Pol lack Petchesky, Abor t ion and Women's Choice: The State, Sexual i ty ,  
and Reproductive Freedom. New York: Longman, 1984. 404p. b i  b l  . index. 
$22.95 , ISBN 0-582-28215-2. LC 83-11342. , 
Z i l l a h  R. Eisenstein,  Feminism and Sexual Equa l i t y :  C r i s i s  i n  L i be ra l  America. 
New York: Monthly Review Press, 1984. 266p. $26.00, ISBN 0-85345-644-5; 
pap., $10.00, ISBN 0-85345-645-3. LC 83-4606. 

These two works by p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t s  stand as impor tant  h e r i c a n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  c u r r e n t  f em in i s t  debates on the  s ta te ,  ideology, and 
p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  regarding sexua l i t y ,  ender, t he  fami ly ,  and feminism 
i t s e l f .  I make mention o f  t h e i r  nat iona 4 i t y  f o r  two reasons. F i r s t ,  bo th  a re  
about t he  Uni ted States, b u t  beyond t h i s ,  they are both c l e a r l y  prompted by 
t h e  more s p e c i f i c  co.ntext o f  t he  Reagan era. Second, al though the  femin is t  
debates of which they a re  a  p a r t  are i n t e r n a t i o n a l  , t h e i r  s t y l e s  o f  approach, 
and espec ia l l y  the  importance they a t t ach  t o  matters o f  governmental p o l i t i c s  
and p o l i c y ,  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  them from the  predominant French schools o f  
ana lys is .  

I read Petchesky's work f i r s t ,  and would suggest t o  those who p lan  t o  
t a c k l e  both books t h a t  t h i s  i s  the  c o r r e c t  order. A1 though the  t i t l e  might  
suggest her  book i s  the  more narrow o f  the  two, i t i s  not. The s u b t i t l e  



should be taken ser iously:  abor t ion  i s ,  f o r  Petchesky, the c leares t  case f o r  
analyzing the  re la t ionsh ips  o f  reproductive, sexual, and gender ideology and 
p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  the state. 

I n  the f i r s t  pa r t  o f  the book, " F e r t i l i t y  Control i n  Theory and History," 
Petchesky examines the  period i n  the nineteenth century during which access t o  
abor t i on  became Increasingly r e s t r i c t e d  by law, and the condi t ions f o r  
l e g a l i z a t i o n  i n  the twent ie th  century. As w i t h  the r e s t  o f  the book, t h i s  
sec t i on  d isplays a l o v e l y  work o f  theory, espec ia l l y  i n  i t s  emphasis on the  
i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  socia l  condit ions, ideology, pol icy,  and technology. I n  her 
attempt t o  exp la in  changing use o f  b i r t h  cont ro l ,  Petchesky c a r e f u l l y  analyzes 
t h e  re la t i onsh ips  among these factors,  o f ten  h i g h l i g h t i n g  points t h a t  have 
prev ious ly  been underplayed. For example, she argues, 

I f  the decl ine i n  f e r t i l i t y  during the  1930's was not caused 
by a ' technological  breakthrough ,' ne i the r  was the 'baby 
boom' o f  the 1950's caused by a technological blackout. I n  
both periods, e f f e c t i v e  techni ues o f  contraception were 
available...but d i f f e r e n t  --?- soc a1 condit ions determined 
d i f fe rences i n  t h e i r  use. (p.112) 

, Students o f  today o f ten  excuse the  i l l s  o f  the past and thus misunderstand 
those o f  today) by l a y i n g  the blame on the underdeve 1 oped science o r  
technology o f  the  "olden days." Petchesky o f f e r s  a needed correct ive.  

Par t  11, "Abort ion Pract ice i n  the  1970's," includes important discussion 
o f  the connection between abor t ion  and contraception as wel l  as a unique and 
pathbreaki ng focus on teenage sexual i ty, pregnancy, and b i  r t h  contro l .  
Petchesky recasts the issue o f  teenage pregnancy, and uses t h i s  as the medium 
f o r  l i n k i n g  questions o f  (hetero)sexual4ty, the  construct ion o f  gender, and 
autonomy. 

Part  111, "Sexual P o l i t i c s  i n  the  19801s," o f f e r s  probably the c losest  
complement t o  Eisenstein's book thrbu h - i t s  focus on current  ideological  
debates on the state, sexual i ty ,  fami 4 y, co~sciousness, and morals and ethics. 
Jus t  as the New Right has symbol ica l ly  appropriated the concept o f  " l i f e "  
through i t s  adoption o f  the "p ro - l i f en  l abe l  (a t r i c k  succeedin p a r t l y  w i th  
t h e  unw i t t i ng  compl ic i ty  o f  some feminists  who accept t h i s  term!, so have the 
r i g h t  and the  ant i -abor t ion  forces a l l  but captured d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  e th ics  and 
mora l i t y .  I n  fear ing questions o f  f e t a l  l i f e  and death, feminists  have tended 
a1 so t o  avoid def in ing  femin is t  e th ics  and mora l i ty ,  p re fe r r i ng  t o  promote 
arguments based on " r i gh ts "  and the  autonomy o f  women. (1)  Petchesky shows no 
such fear; indeed, opening up the question o f  femin is t  mora l i t y  i s  one o f  the 
cen t ra l  missions o f  her book. 

Z i l  l a h  Eisensteinls Feminism and Sexual Equa l i ty  o f f e r s  a contrast ing 
treatment o f  the p o l i t i c s  o f  sex/gender ldeology I n  the contemporary period. 
This book flows from her ea r l y  explorat ions o f  ideology, state, and p o l i t i c s  
t h a t  emphasized f i r s t ,  s o c i a l i s t  femin is t  theory and prac t ice  (2)  and second, 
l i b e r a l  femin is t  theory and pract ice. (3 )  This time she focuses on theory and 
p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  the context o f  the " c r i s i s  o f  l iberal ism," and examines the 
new formulat ions o f  both l i b e r a l i s m  and conservatism during t h i s  period, 
espec ia l l y  i n  t h e i r  manifestat ions o f  the sexlgender ideologies found w i t h i n  
feminism and antifeminism. 



The f i  r s t  p a r t  .of Feminism and Sexual Equa l i t y ,  " R e v i s i o n i s t  Liberal ism," 
l ooks  e x p l i c i t l y  a t  the Reagan era, i nc lud ing  the  1980 e l e c t i o n  and ideology, 
p o l i t i c s ,  and p o l i c y  dur ing  the  f i r s t  th ree  o r  so years o f  h i s  term i n  o f f i c e .  
These chapters c o n s t i t u t e  a  f em in i s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  more convent ional Marx is t  
t reatments o f  the c r i s i s  o f  we l fa re -s ta te  l i b e r a l i s m  and the autonomy -- o r  
r e l a t i v e  autonomy -- o f  t he  s tate.  (Her d iscuss ion and argument here w i l l  not  
be t o t a l l y  access ib le  t o  readers wi thout  some p r i o r  grounding i n  Marx is t  s t a t e  
theory.) She takes ser ious ly ,  as most o ther  s t a t e  t h e o r i s t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  some 
who 'w r i t e  as f e m i n i s t  t h e o r i s t s )  do not, t he  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  t o  t he  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  economic c lasses and the  s tate.  

E isens te in 's  ana lys is  o f  pa t r la rchy ,  c lass,  and s t a t e  i s  the  h i g h l i g h t  o f  
t h l s  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the  book; t h e  remaining chapters i n  t he  sec t i on  are 
r e l a t i v e l y  weak. E lec to ra l  and p o l i c y  ana lys is  are not  E isens te in 's  f o r t e ;  
he r  d iscuss ion  o f  p o l i t i c a l  behavior ( bo th  o f  voters  and leaders) sometimes 
1  acks evidence, f o r  example, when she discusses people's i n t e n t i o n s  and 
motives. Moreover, t h i s  sec t i on  i s  a l ready beginning t o  appear dated. This  
i s  a  perennia l  problem f o r  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  analyz ing c u r r e n t  events, but  
i t  i s  a  specia l  problem f o r  one who analyzes what i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  three-year 
per iod,  and even the re  focuses on on l y  one o f  t he  important e lec t ions .  

A 

The second p a r t  o f  Feminism and Sexual Equa l i t y ,  "Rev i s i on i s t  Feminism ,'I 
which looks  a t  t he  d i f f e r e n t  nuances o f  feminism and ant i feminism, i s  i n  many 
ways more i n te res t i ng .  E isens te in  helps us understand -- i f  we d i d  no t  know 
i t  before -- t h a t  ne i t he r  feminism nor  ant i femin ism i s  a  mono l i th ic  soc ia l  
group o r  ideology. Among the  an t i f em in i s t s ,  she d is t ingu ishes  between the  o l d  
r i g h t  conservat ives, represented here by P h y l l i s  Sch la f l y ,  and the  New Right  
a n t i  femin is ts ,  i nc lud ing  t he  fundamental i s t s .  Among the  new formations o f  
feml nism, she considers " r e v i s i o n i s t  1  i bera l  feml n l s t s  ," represented by Be t t y  
Friedan, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  her The Second Stage ( 4 ) .  and ' r e v i s i o n i s t  l e f t  
feminism ,' represented by Jean Elshta in .  (3) Eisenste in  does an excel l e n t  j ob  
o f  analyz ing t he  d i f f e rences  among these ideologies,  as we l l  as t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  
broader t h e o r e t i c a l  and i deo log i ca l  perspectives. 

The books a re  s i m i l a r  i n  many respects. Both explore t he  s tate,  ideology, 
and p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  regard t o  sex/gender systems. Both t r e a t  
re1  a t i onsh ips  between sexual and gender ideology, and re la t i onsh ips  between 
these and more general i deo log i ca l  cons t ruc t ions  (a l though Petchesky does more 
on . the former and E isens te in  more on the l a t t e r ) .  Both a re  concerned w i t h  
change, p a r t i c u l a r l y  dur ing  t he  Reagan era, al though Petchesky takes a  longer  
v iew and does a  more genuinely h i s t o r i c a l  analysis.  Both examine v a r i a t i o n s  
and con t rovers ies  w i t h i n  feminism, although Eisenste in  focuses more on 
i d e o l o g i c a l  groups and Petchesky on soc ia l  groups (e.g. c lass, race, and age). 
Both books a re  based i n  s o c i a l i s t  analys is .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  although Petchesky 
i s  more e x p l i c i t  and thorough i n  her use o f  t h l s  framework, her book i s  a lso  
l i k e l y  t o  be more comprehensible t o  readers new t o  t h i s  approach. I n  shor t ,  
h e r  book i s  extremely we l l  w r i t t en .  

I n  a  sense, n e i t h e r  book i s  a  " f i r s t  book" t o  look a t  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  
Petchesky's book fo l lows i n  l a rge  p a r t  from Linda Gordon's e a r l y  and 
impressive study o f  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  i n  h e r i c a  ( 6 ) .  and as 
suggested above, E isens te in 's  fol lows from her own ear l  i e r  books. 
Nonetheless, they c o n s t i t u t e  a  very worthwhi le p a i r  o f  books t o  read, as t he  



authors themselves w u l d  probably agree; each acknowledges her  debt t o  t h e  
o t h e r  i n  t he  pages o f  her book. 

-- V i r g i n i a  Sapiro 
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