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Over the past several years, we have watched w i t h  great  i n t e r e s t  the  
appearance o f  new works on women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  and the  beginnings o f  a 
femin ls t  d l s a b i l l t y  r l g h t s  movement. A t  the f i r s t  Mldwest Women-In-Print 
Conference I n  1981, we were p r i v l l e g e d  t o  at tend a workshop run by the  Wmyn's 
B r a l l  l e  Press. Kathleen Hagen, then a Press s t a f f  member, spoke. f o r c e f u l l y  
and movingly of the  ba r r ie rs  d l 1  b l i n d  women face i n  t r y l n g  t o  l i v e  f u l l y  and 
independently i n  our soclety,  and more s p e c l f i c a l  ly, o f  the b a r r i e r s  b l  l n d  
women confront I n  the  women's movement I t s e l f .  We were Insp l red  by her p lea 
t h a t  women's pub l ica t lons  take r e s p o n s l b i l l t y  f o r  maklng t h e i r  words 
accessib le t o  a l l  those who cannot read p r ln t .  

I n  t h e  throes o f  o f f i c e  automatlon and program expanslon, we ourselves 
were not  y e t  ready t o  make the leap t o  added formats. Yet, when Kathleen 
Hagen grac ious ly  agreed t o  w r l  t e  a revlew essay f o r  Feminlst Co l lec t lons  on 
t h e  t o p i c  o f  women and d l s a b i l l t y  (see Femlnlst  Co l lec t lons  Summer 1983), we 
were c e r t a l  n l  y d l  scomf i ted by the  I rony  o f  our p r i n t  correspondence wf t h  her, 
and by the  f a c t  t h a t  her e f f o r t s  were repald w l t h  two p r l n t  coples of the  
i ssue  I n  whlch her a r t l c l e  appeared. 

F l n a l l y  t h l s  f a l l  we were prodded t o  act ion. In te res ted  I n  pub l ish ing a 
fo l low-up essay on women and d l s a b i l l t l e s ,  we contacted Adrlenne Asch, a 
l e a d l n g  w r l t e r  on the  toplc.  She gent ly ,  bu t  f i r m l y ,  urged us t o  put  our 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  on tape -- no t  j u s t  Femlnlst Col lect lons,  b u t  a l l  o f  them. 

Slnce t h a t  conversatlon, we have been I n v e s t l g a t l n g  the  resources 
a v a l l a b l e  t o  us I n  Madlson, and we have dlscovered t h a t  our community i s  
unusua l ly  responsive t o  the  needs o f  t h e  v l sua l  l y  Impaired. Two volunteer 
o rgan l ra t i ons  -- Volunteer B r a l l  11 s t s  and the' Madlson Taping Serv lce -- 1 abor 
t o  provide tape and b r a l l l e  t o  Madison resldents,  f r e e  o f  charge. Both o f  
these organlzat lons a lso  cooperate wi th-  the McBurney Resource Center on t h e  
UW-Mad1 son campus, which serves t h e  dlsabled student  populatlon. Furthermore, ' 

Madlson I s  the home o f  the  Innovat lve  company, Ralsed Dot Computlng, a pioneer 
i n devel op l  ng computer software f o r  the  v l  sual l y  Impal red. 

Exp lor ing  t h e  p o s s l b i l  l t l e s  f o r  maklng our pub l lca t lons  ava l lab l  e on tape 
and/or I n  bra11 l e  has been a treinendous eye-opener. We've learned somethlng 
about four- t rack,  varlable-speed tape recorders, tone lndexlng, and b r a i l l e  
technology. We've sol  l c l  t ed  opinions on the ccmparatlve usefulness o f  tape 
and b r a i l l e  formats f o r  each o f  our pub l lca t lons ,  and on the probable s i ze  of 
tape and bra1 11 e audl ences. 

While It was tempting, I n  the midst  o f  t h i s  heady excltement, t o  commit 
ourselves t o  produclng a l l  our pub l ica t ions  i n  a1 1 formats, several people 
counseled us t o  begin on a small scale. They suggested t h a t  Femlnist 
Co l lec t ions ,  w l t h  I t s  s t r a i g h t  t e x t  fea ture  a r t l c l e s  and revlews, would make a 
b e t t e r  opener than our pure ly  b ib l i og raph ic  pub l ica t lons ,  Feminist Per lod ica l  s  
and New Books on Women & Feminism. We were persuaded by t h i s  argument. 

We are very pleased t o  announce t h a t  Feminist Co l lec t ions  w l l l  be 
a v a l l a b l e  on tape beglnnlng w l t h  our l a s t  issue, v.7, no.1, F a l l  1985. We 



w i l l  use FC as a springboard t o  reach out  t o  po ten t ia l  readers. We w i l l  be 
p u b l i c i z i n g  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  Feminist Co l lec t ions  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  sources 
t h a t  reach the  v i s u a l l y  impaired. And on the tape i t s e l f ,  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  
segment w i l l  describe our pub l i ca t ions  program i n  f u l l ,  and i n v i t e  readers to 
l e t  us know which o f  the  pub l ica t ions  i n t e r e s t  them, and i n  what format. 

I t ' s  been a long t ime coming, but  we are very exc i ted  about t h i s  
p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  extending our contacts i n t o  new femin is t  communities. You, 
our  readers, can help us i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  by spreading the word -- whether by 
announcing it i n  your own newsletters, o r  simply by t e l l i n g  f r iends and 
c o l l  eagues you t h i n k  might be in teres ted.  

We w i l l  be running an updated review o f  new sources on women and 
d i s a b i l m s  i n  the  Summer 1986 issue o f  FC, thanks t o  Deborah Kent, a Chicago 
w r i t e r .  And she w i l l  receive her two c o p x s  o f  t h e  issue on tape. 

-- S.S. and C.L. 

4 LOTS OF WOMEN'S HISTORY OUT THERE, I F  YOU ARE WILLING TO LOOK FOR IT: 
BLACK ~ I k N  I N  LA CROSSE 

The most common excuse I hear from students who are asked to w r i t e  
something h i s t o r i c a l  about a person o r  about t h e i r  home town i s  t h a t  the re  i s  
no en t ry  f o r  t h e i r  subject  i n  the  l i b r a r y ' s  card catalog. Often the  student  
has come t o  the  conclusion t h a t  somehow the  sub jec t  has been l e f t  ou t  o f  
h i s t o r y  a1 together. 

To be sure, there  are instances in -wh ich  t h i s  i s  true. Africans, f o r  
example, were long l e f t  out  o f  A f r i can  h i s to ry ,  as Europeans wrote about a 
con t inen t  being discovered, explo i ted,  and " c i v i l  izedn by Europeans. But  i n  
t h e  l a s t  twenty years, h i s t o r i a n s  have begun t o  rev ise  t h i s  Eurocentr i  c 
A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y  by re tu rn ing  t o  e a r l y  sources t o  recover h i s t o r y  t h a t  was 
the re  a l l  along bu t  had been passed over. Some o f  the  lessons learned i n  t h e  
s tudy o f  A f r i c a  have a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  the reconst ruc t ion  o f  women's h i s to ry ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  research conducted a t  the l o c a l  l e v e l  o r  w i th  small samples from a 
1 a rge r  population. 

As I began my research about black s e t t l e r s  and entrepreneurs i n  La Crosse 
between 1850 and 1905, i t qu ick ly  became apparent t h a t  on ly  t h e  exceptional 
and notor ious were mentioned i n  secondary mater ia ls ,  and none o f  these were 
women o r  p o s i t i v e  male models. Indeed, i n  secondary sources, i t appears t h a t  
o n l y  women attached t o  a f r o n t i e r  a r i s toc racy  ex is ted i n  La Crosse u n t i l  l a t e  
i n  t h e  n ineteenth century, when l i t e r a r y  soc ie t i es  took up the  cause o f  
suffrage r i gh ts .  To lea rn  anything about black women, i t  was necessary t o  
r e t u r n  t o  the  primary sources which should be a p o i n t  o f  departure f o r  many 
1 ocal  h i s t o r y  topics. 

Federal census records enumerate every person w i t h i n  towns, townships, 
count ies,  and states. They are generated each ten years (1860, 1870, etc.), 



and e x i s t  f o r  every nook and cranny i n  t h e  country. These records provide 
very  s p e c i f i c  in format ion on ind iv idua ls ,  such as name and age, race, place o f  
b i r t h  ( s t a t e  o r  country),  name o f  husband, names and number o f  ch i l d ren  (p lus  
ages and places of b i r t h ) ,  occupation, address, mental o r  physical  defect ,  
whether voted i n  l a s t  e lec t ion,  whether speaks Engl ish o r  reads o r  wr i tes,  
p roper ty  owned, and whether ch i l d ren  at tend school. S ta te  census records 
( taken i n  Wisconsin halfway between the federal census -- 1855, 1865, etc.) 
f u r n i s h  less  informat ion,  but organize it by household heads, some o f  whom are 
women. Data such as address, number i n  household, school s ta tus  o f  chi ldren,  
occupation, r ea l  and personal property informat ion,  c i t i zensh ip ,  and ages may 
he1 p t o  substant ia te  or  c l a r i f y  in format ion found elsewhere. 

Another source r e a d i l y  ava i l ab l e  i n  most towns i s  the c i t y  d i r ec to r y  
produced most years a f t e r  1860. D i r ec to r i es  conta in  l i m i t e d  i nformation, as a 
r u l e ,  y e t  they may nonetheless prove useful.  L i  s t 1  ng persons by addresses and 
by names, these d i r e c t o r i e s  make i t  possib le t o  survey sect ions o f  tpwns f o r  
e t hn i c  neighborhoods, and t o  observe how neighborhoods change over time. The 
l i s t i n g  o f  names a lso helps t o  br idge gaps between the  federal and s ta te  
censuses. (However, t h i s  search f o r  " f i r s t  reference" i s  tedious and not  
e n t i  re1 y f oo l  p roo f  because o f  t h e  l ag  between data co l  l e c t  i o n  and d i  r ec to r y  
publ icat ion.)  D i rec to r ies  are also useful  i n  l i s t i n g  occupational groups 

' ( m i l  l i n e r y ,  i ron ing,  housekeeping, laundry, domestic service, etc.). And 
occas iona l ly ,  d i r e c t o r i e s  ac tua l l y  1 i s t  the employers of those i d e n t i f i e d  
w i t h i n  the name section. 

B i r t h ,  marriage, and death records provide add i t i ona l  data about l oca l  
residents.  B i r t h  records general l y  es tab l i sh  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  name, date  and 
p lace o f  b i r t h ,  name and n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  fa the r  and mother, race, and perhaps 
t h e  doctor  Involved ( i f  there was one) ; these records o f t e n  t e l l  as much about 
t h e  mother as about the ch i ld .  Marriage records note names o f  par t ies ,  
addresses, dates and places o f  b i r t h ,  names o f  parents o f  both pa r t i es  (and 
occas iona l l y  where they were born), race, and type o f  ceremony (pub l i c  o r  
r e l i g i o u s  -- which o f t en  can lead t o  church records). Death records record 
t h e  deceased's name, spouse o r  parent, address, age, date and place o f  b i r t h ,  
date  and place of death, cause o f  death, and place o f  bu r ia l .  Cemetery 
records genera l ly  l i s t  s i m i l a r  data, as wel l  as the names o f  others bur ied i n  
t h e  same cemetery p lo ts ,  the  obvious name re la t ionsh ips  o f  co-occupants, and 
t h e  names o f  funeral services. These data, i n  turn, can po in t  t o  other 
sources. 

I n  t rack ing  down h i s t o r i c a l  in format ion about black women i n  La Crosse, I 
looked t o  o ther  types o f  pub l i c  in format ion which are ava i lab le  but seldom 
thought about. Tax records, f o r  example, i nd i ca te  who paid taxes for spec i f i c  
t r a c t s  o f  land or  l o t s  w i t h i n  towns, and f o r  what years, and occasional ly  se t  
t h e  value o f  the  land o r  property being taxed. Such records provide a b e t t e r  
understanding o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  power o f  persons w i t h i n  households. Court 
records and probate records are ava i lab le  from the e a r l i e s t  per iod I ' m  l ook ing  
a t ,  and have been useful  i n  t es t i ng  the accuracy o f  community held a t t i t udes  
toward black women. Pol ice,  j a i l ,  and a r r e s t  records are incomplete f o r  the  
e a r l y  period, bu t  nonetheless have substant iated f i nd ings  i d e n t i f i e d  
elsewhere. Even a l e t t e r  t o  the s t a te  pen i ten t ia ry  resu l ted  i n  he lp fu l  
i n fo rmat ion  about female heads o f  households i n  the  c i t y .  



Somewhere between public and nonpublic documents are records of the local 
school administration and local churches. Unfortunate1 y,  the school d i s t r i c t  
I 've looked a t  was inconsistent i n  i ts  record keeping, w i t h  frequent changes 
i n  forms and occasional lapses i n  preservation. Church records, on the other 
hand, proved particularly useful because early churches i n  La Crosse tended to  
serve special ethnic populations (German, Norwegian, etc.) , regional 
identifications (Southern Baptists), or particular neighborhoods. Baptist 
records, for example, include names and dates of baptism, and l e t t e r s  of 
membership transfer from other congregations. Providing a migration history 
of sor ts ,  these l e t t e r s  l i s t  individuals' ac t iv i t i e s  i n  former churches, other 
family members, and indicate whether l e t t e r s  of transfer were sent to other 
churches. Such records, thereby, provide a boundary of church act ivi ty,  a 
picture of family ac t iv i t i e s  w i t h i n  the church, and of migration to and from 
the church. 

Perhaps the most overused semipublic record i n  local historical 
reconstruction is the newspaper. The usefulness of the newspaper largely 
depends on the topic of investigation and the approach or predisposition of 
the  researcher. In reconstructing the history of black se t t l e r s  i n  La Crosse, 
I found newspapers nearly useless, except as documentation of public 
misconceptions and prejudice. Even when ar t ic les  about blacks appeared i n  the 
local press, they s t i l l  tended to be patronizing and to report at t i tudes about 
blacks as fact. (1) The exception to  this bleak rule was the La Crosse-based . "Wisconsin Labor Advocate," a newspaper edited by George E. Taylor, who i n  
1904 was the f i r s t  black t o  run for President of the United States on the 
National Liberty Party ticket. T h i s  newspaper covered labor and black issues 
and is the closest to a journal or diary I have found t h u s  f a r  i n  my research. 

The frontier  histories of Penelope L. Birney and Elizabeth Burt provide 
case studies of the ways these local records can be mined. Penelope L. 
Williams Birney was born i n  Louisiana I n  1836. She moved to Kentucky by the 
mid-1850s, where she married John IJ. Birney. Birney had been born i n  Kentucky 
i n  1834 and was a barber apprentice. (21  The Birneys were 1 i v i n g  i n  
Frankfurt, Kentucky, i n  1856 when a daughter, Mary Ellen, was born. ( 3 )  The 
Birneys moved to La Crosse i n  1857, a t  which time John opened a barbering 
business i n  the downtown d i s t r i c t  of a frontier  town barely ten years old. ( 4 )  
Birney almost immediately began to speculate i n  land development, purchasing a 
t r a c t  of land on State Street between 1 0 t h  and 1 1 t h  s t ree ts  and building the 
homestead that would remain the i r  residence until they l e f t  the c i ty  i n  
1884. (5) Penelope joined the First Baptist Church of La Crosse i n  1865 and 
remained a member until the church dropped her from membership i n  1891. ( 6 )  
Two children were born to Penelope while they lived i n  La Crosse: Florence i n  
1860 and John i n  1871. ( 7 )  By 1870, a brother from Louisville, Kentucky -- 
George E. Williams, born i n  1856 -- had joined the Birney household, and was 
attending the First  Ward School, along w i t h  Mary Ellen and Florence. (8)  
Daughters Mary Ellen and Florence were baptized as Baptists i n  1876. (9 )  
During these years, Penel ope stayed a t  home, apparently enjoying the success 
of her husband's business i n  the city. T h i s  success was matched, however, by 
disappointment. Mary Ellen died of tuberculosis in December of 1878, and from 
this Penelope d i d  not fully recover. (10) By 1881, Penelope was requesting a 
return to her home i n  Kentucky and to her family, and by 1883, she had l e f t  La 
Crosse w i t h  Florence and John. John Sr. remained i n  La Crosse for another 
year to s e t t l e  his af fa i rs  before joining Penelope and the children i n  
Kentucky. Although not weal thy by local standards, the Birneys had gained 



f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and soc ia l  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  i n  La Crosse between 1857 and 
1884. (11) 

E l izabeth  Bur t ' s  s t o r y  conforms less  t o  t h a t  o f  the  conventional and 
comfortable f r o n t i e r  housewife. Born i n  1833 i n  Pennsylvania, she and her 
husband moved t o  La Crosse before 1858. (12) A lbe r t  was l i s t e d  va r ious ly  as a 
cook and fisherman, probably working away from home on a paddlewheeler which 
p l i e d  the  M iss i ss ipp i  River. (13) I n  1858, the  Burts purchased a l o t  a t  1114 
Vine S t r e e t  I n  La Crosse and b u i l t  a  house, w i t h  E l izabeth  making the  tax 
payments on t h a t  property through the 1860s. (14) With A lbe r t  f requent ly  away 
from home, E l izabeth  was the  so le  head o f  household for  th ree c h i l d r e n  born 
between 1863 and 1867, and a p r i n c i p a l  source o f  income f o r  the  fami ly .  For 
a1 1 p r a c t i c a l  purposes, the  Burt  home became a boardl ng house f o r  man newly 
a r r i v e d  blacks i n  La Crosse. (15) Her most famous roomer was George f a y l o r ,  
f u t u r e  newspaper e d i t o r  and p res iden t ia l  candidate. The Burts had l e f t  La 
Crosse f o r  Minneapolis by 1877. (16) 

Local records and documents reveal in formaf ion not  on ly  about i nd iv idua ls ,  
b u t  a l so  about groups and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  both rea l  and apocryphal. I was able 
t o  v e r i f y ,  f o r  instance, t h a t  the re  was a La Crosse Home L i t e r a r y  & Debating 
Soc ie ty  o f  twenty- f ive  members, composed o f  both men and women o f  the black 
community. This soc ie ty  organized annual p icn ics  and b a l l s  w i t h  blacks from ' Winona and the  Twin C i t i es ,  as wel l  as the August ce lebra t ions  commemorating 
t h e  f r e e i n g  o f  slaves I n  t h e  West Indies. (17) On the  o the r  hand, my research 
casts  considerable doubt on the  existence o f  black houses o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  
which according t o  l o c a l  l o r e  dot ted the r i ve rs ide ,  ca te r ing  t o  blacks who 
worked on r i v e r  boats. Pub l lc  wisdom has i t  t h a t  blacks came ashore on ly  
a f t e r  dark and went s t r a l g h t  t o  these houses. Yet, a ca re fu l  search o f  
newspaper accounts and o f  pol ice,  court,  and a r r e s t  records f a i l e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  
a s i n g l e  reference t o  such a house i n  the c i t y .  While one mlght  argue t h a t  
n e i t h e r  the p o l i c e  nor the cour t  were In te res ted  i n  black p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  
t h a t  newspapers Ignored the top ic ,  the - reco rd  does show t h a t  whi te p r o s t i t u t e s  
were r e g u l a r l y  reported i n  t h e  press and arrested, i f  f o r  no o the r  reason than 
t o  c o l l e c t  f l n e s  imposed. (18) It i s  hard t o  imagine, therefore,  t h a t  black 
p r o s t i t u t e s  would have been given specia l  s ta tus  and p r i v i l e g e .  

Any h i s t o r i c a l  research about women dur ing the l a s t  century, e i t h e r  as a 
c l a s s  o r  a subset w i t h i n  a class, ought t o  begin w i t h  a r e t u r n  t o  pr imary 
sources. I n  the  case o f  my own research, black women were e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  t h e  records. Research i n t o  the l i v e s  o f  women o f  other e thn ic  groups could 
r e a d i l y  achieve comparable success. The oppor tun i t i es  a f fo rded by these 
sources are many, 1 i m i  ted  o n l y  by the  a b i l l t y  o f  the  researcher t o  t h i n k  o f  
them. 

-- Bruce L. Mouser 

[Dr.  Bruce L. Mouser teaches i n  the H i s t o r y  Department a t  UW-La Crosse. He 
has publ ished broadly i n  A f r i can  Studies and i n  recent  years has g iven 
l e c t u r e s  and conducted research on black m ig ra t ion  and black set t lement 
pa t te rns  i n  Wisconsin, w i t h  specia l  reference t o  the M iss i ss ipp i  River  
Val ley.] 
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NOTES - 
Ken Brekke, "Black S e t t l e r s  Shaped Va l l ey  History,"  (pp.1, 3) and Ken 

Brekke, "Va l l ey  Once A t t rac ted  Black Pioneers" (p.4) i n  La Crosse Tribune, 
October 6, 1985. 

N in th  Census of t h e  Un i ted  States:  1860. Population. U.S. Bureau o f  
t h e  Census ( h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  as US Census). 

La Crosse, Wisconsin, County: Death Record. Register  of Deeds, La 
Crosse County Courthouse. Vol . 1. 

4 
Benjamin F. Bryant, Memoirs o f  La Crosse County (Madison: Western 

H i s t o r i c a l  Associat ion, 196'). p.160. 

La Crosse, Wisconsin, City o f :  City Tax L l s t ,  1857 f o r  l o t  147, b lock  
17, Overbaugh & Burns Addit ion. Wisconsin-La Crosse Area Research Center, La 
Crosse Ser ies 36. See a lso ibid.,  1858-1884, f o r  o the r  l o t s  i n  b lock 17. 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, La Crosse. Chronological and Ser ia l  Change 
Register ,  e n t r y  11310 fo r  A p r i l  8, 1865. kembership o f  h r s t  B a p t i s t  Church 

d (Typescr ip t  Mss F, A l b e r t  H. Sanford Papers, Box 3, Folder 2, La Crosse Pub l i c  
L i  b r a r y  Archive) ,  pp.24-25, records t h a t  Penelope was dropped from t h e  r o l e  on 
May 27, 1891. 

US Census 1860; US Census 1880. 

US Census 1870. 

F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church, La Crosse. Chronological and Ser ia l  Change 
Re i s t e r ,  e n t r i e s  11494, January 2, 1876, f o r  Florence; do. 11495, January 2, 

o r  Mary E. T836;T 
lo La Crosse, Wisconsin, County: D ia th  Record. Register  o f  Deeds, La 

Crosse County Courthouse, vo l .  1. Obi tuary f o r  Mary E. Birney, Republican and 
Leader (La Crosse), December 19, 1878. 

l1 The Sunday News, August 31, 1884. 

US Census 1860; C i t y  Tax L i s t ,  1858 f o r  l o t  169, block 18, Overbaugh & 
Burns Kddi t ion .  

'' US Census 1860; La Crosse Di rec tory ,  for  1866-67, A. Ba i l ey ' s  (La 
Crosse: A. Bai ley,  1866J; La Crosse C i t y  D i rec tory ,  1876 - 7 , Pryor & Co.'s (La 
Crosse: Pryor & Co., 1876). 

l4 See City Tax L i s t ,  1858 f o r  l o t  169, b lock  18, Overbaugh & Burns 
A d d i t i o n  and f o l l o w i n g  years t o  1873. 

l5 Thomas (barber) ,  I s a b e l l a  and Charles McCollam i n  1860 (US Census 
1860) ; Isaac Perki  ns (boatman) (US Census 1870) ; Robert Turner lF-uli-s'-fET) and 
L o u i s a  Turner (dressmaker) (US Census 1870). 



l6 Although t h e r e  a re  no d i r e c t o r y  references a f t e r  1877, t h e r e  i s  an 
unaccounted-for re fe rence t o  a move by A r thu r  B u r t  t o  Minneapol is  i n  1885, 
Wisconsin Labor Advocate, Ju l y  16, 1887. 

. - 
" Wisconsin Labor Advocate A p r i l  29, June 25, J u l y  16, J u l y  2'3, J u l y  30, 

August 6, 1887. 

l8 M i l t o n  G. Gehle, " P r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  La Crosse Between 1876 and 1913" 
(unpubl ished masters t hes i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-La Crosse, 1975). passim. 

FEmlNlST VISIONS 
MEDIA FOR FIGHTING THE DOUBLE DISCRIMINATION OF ABLE13 AND SEXISM 

I n  t h e  Summer 1983 i ssue  o f  Femin is t  Co l l ec t i ons ,  Kathleen Hagen reviewed 
l i t e r a t u r e  dea l i ng  w i t h  d i sab led  women. She concluded t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  
f i e l d s  o f  spec ia l  educat ion, r e h a b i l  i t a t i o n ,  and psychology abounds w i t h  
n e g a t i v e  images o f  t h e  disabled. D i s a b i l i t y  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s t s  argue t h a t  most 
popu la r  and educat ional  t e l e v i s i o n  and f i l m s  a re  no be t te r .  Bu t  severa l  
r e c e n t  media p roduc t ions  do address issues concerning people w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  

, f rom t h e  pe rspec t i ve  o f  t he  d i s a b i l i t y  r i g h t s  movement -- w i t h  a spec ia l  
awareness o f  t h e  connect ion between d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  based on gender and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  based on d i s a b i l i t y .  

L a s t  semester I scheduled a screening o f  The Disabled Women's Theatre 
P r o j e c t  f o r  a  group o f  r e l a t i v e l y  able-bodied women and m e n  w i t h  
d i s a b f l i t i e s .  Produced by a t h e a t e r  company o f  t h e  same name, t h i s  hour- long 
v ideotape o f f e r s  a s e r i e s  o f  s k i t s  about employment, p u b l i c  t r anspo r ta t i on ,  
money, t h e  Avon lady, te le thons ,  and t h e  i n te rpe rsona l  dynamics among severa l  
roommates w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  

The v ideotape's  powerful  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  women w i t h  a v a r i e t y  o f  v i s i b l e  and 
i n v i s i b l e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  underscore t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  r i g h t s  movement's c l a i m  t h a t  
d i s a b l e d  people a r e  handicapped. more by o t h e r  people, by l a c k  o f  access, by 
p u b l i c  res is tance,  and by s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  than they  are  by t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  
impairments. I n  t h e  v i  deotape' s  promotional m a t e r i a l  , Pat Regan, d i  r e c t o r  o f  
t h e  P ro jec t ,  descr ibes how sexism f u r t h e r  handicaps women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s :  

'Women w i t h  d i s a b i l  i t i e s  face a double d i sc r im ina t i on .  As 
women we a r e  considered t o  be l e s s  competent than men i n  
a reas  r e q u i r i n g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and s k i l l .  As d isab led  women we 
a r e  considered undes i rab le  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
female r o l e s  o f  sexual ob jec t ,  r ep roduc t i ve  mate and 
f u n c t i o n a l  housekeeper. Our ex is tence i n  s o c i e t y  i s  viewed 
as i n h e r e n t l y  passive and dependent." 

The b r i e f  audience d iscuss ion  he1 d a f t e r  l a s t  semester's screening 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  The D isab led  Women's Theatre P r o j e c t  gave non-disabled women a 
new awareness o f  t h e  anger and f r u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  abreism and sexism provoke. 
The performance humorously exposes t h e  i r o n y  and d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  a b l e i s t  
s tereotypes.  " I ns ide "  jokes among t h e  d i sab led  women g i ve  a f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  
sense o f  community and shared experience fos te red  i n  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y  r i g h t s  
movement. R e l a t i v e l y  able-bodied women s a i d  t h a t  because they d i d n ' t  always 



know when t o  laugh, they  became more aware o f  t h e i r  own ignorance o f  d l sab led  
communl t i e s '  c u l  t u r e s  and experiences. 

Women w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  who watched t h e  v ideotape sa id  t h a t  they were 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h l s  1982 v ideotape a l ready  seemed dated - -  a testament t o  
ongoing work and change w i t h i n  t h e  movement. Some l i k e d  t h e  way t h e  
performances h igh1 i g h t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  among women w i t h  d l s a b i l  i t i e s  - -  d r i v i n g  
home t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  j u s t  because two women have d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  they  won't 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  understand each o t h e r ' s  f e e l i  ngs, needs, o r  personal 1 t i e s .  

T e l l  Them I ' m  a Mermaid, a 1983 mus i ca l - t hea te r  documentary, i s  a second 
f i l m  t h a t  c rea tes  a perspec t ive  on d i s a b i l i t y  from t h e  v iewpoint  o f  d i sab led  
women. It draws on t h e  personal experiences o f  seven d isab led  women t o  
demonstrate t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  accept s o c i e t y 8 s  stigmas. The f i l m  1 nc l  udes 
choreography f o r  A e e l c h a i  r s  and an o r i g i n a l  musical  score. 

The women's music movement has ma1 n ta ined  a s t rong commitment t o  b r i n g i n g  
f e m i n i s t  c u l t u r e ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and music t o  deaf  women, p rov id ing  s ign  language 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  many women's music events. See What I Sa i s  a f i l m  
f e a t u r i n g  i n t e r p r e t e r  Susan Freundl ich, s inger  + Ho y Near, and a se r i es  o f  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  deaf women. They t e l l  about t h e  pressures t h a t  t h e  hear ing ' w o r l d  pu ts  on deaf  women t o  communicate i n  t h e  ways t h a t  a re  most convenient  
f o r  t h e  hearing. And they speak o f  how t h e  s ign ing  o f  women's music r e l a t e s  
t o  t h e i r  own f e m i n i s t  consciousness. The f i l m  b u i l d s  t o  a concer t  by H o l l y  
Near and Freundl i c h  I n  which they  l ead  an audience through a song w i t h  s i gn ing  
t h a t  t e l l s  o f  t h e  deaf ' s  s t rugg les  i n  a hear ing world. 

K ids  on t h e  Block, an educat ional  company based i n  Washington, D.C., uses 
t h e a t e r  t o  teach young people about d i s a b l l i t i e s ,  d i f fe rence,  and soc ia l  
concerns. Care fu l  t o  counter  s e x i s t  stereotypes, t roupes o f  vo lun teers  
per fo rm w i t h  puppets i n  schools, churches, scout meetings, and o the r  s i m i l a r  
s e t t i n g s .  The o b j e c t  i s  t o  model app rop r i a te  i n t e r a c t i o n s  between boys and 
g i r l s  who a r e  d isab led  and r e l a t i v e l y  abled. The s k i t s  inc lude charac ters  
w i t h  cerebra l  palsy, v i s u a l  and hear ing Impairments, mental r e ta rda t i on ,  and 
ep i lepsy .  A n a t i o n a l  t roupe performs p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  across t h e  count ry  and 
abroad. I n  Wisconsin alone, t h e r e  a re  twenty programs a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f r e e  
performances. (For  i n fo rma t i on  about sponsoring a l o c a l  performance, see t h e  
address 1 i s t  be1 ow.) 

I n  t h e  Spr ing  1985 i ssue  o f  Feminis t  Teacher, M e r r i l  H a r r i s  11 s t s  f u r t h e r  
resources f o r  exp lo r i ng  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between sexism and ableism I n  her a r t l c l e  
e n t i t l e d  "Making Our Students Aware o f  Ableism." These i nc lude  a manual from 
Educat ional  E q u i t y  Concepts, Inc., e n t i t l e d  B u i l d i n g  Community: A Manual 
E x p l o r i n g  Issues  o f  Women and D i s a b i l i t y .  f l i s  book supports community 
b u i l d i n g  among d i ve rse  groups, and emphasizes t h e  ways I n  which women's 
experiences and needs d i f f e r  from men's. 

As a guide t o  c r i t i c a l  viewing, H a r r i s  discusses stereotypes and b iases 
p r e v a l e n t  i n  na t i ona l  media. L a u r l  Klobas extends t h l s  ana l ys i s  I n  her  
a r t l c l e  "TV's Concepts o f  People With D i s a b i l i t i e s :  Here's Lookin'  a t  You," I n  
t h e  January-February 1985 i ssue  o f  The D i  s a b i l  i ty  Rap, suggesting t h a t  sex1 sm 
and ableism a r e  thorough ly  i n t e r t w i n e d  i n  t h e  dominant media. 



Each o f  the sources reviewed here cont r ibutes  t o  the t r a d i t i o n  o f  the  
women's f i l m  movement, w i th  i t s  cen t ra l  concern t o  provide representat ions o f  
a1 1  women's st ruggles against  t h e i r  d l  f f e ren t  oppressions, t o l d  from t h e i  r own 
perspectives. 

-- El izabeth  E l lswor th  

[E l i zabe th  E l lswor th  i s  an Ass is tant  Professor I n  the Department o f  Curriculum 
and Ins t ruc t ion ,  and a  member o f  the Women's Studies Program a t  the Un i ve r s i t y  
o f  Wisconsin-Madison. She teaches courses i n  media c r i t i c i s m  and c r i t i c a l  
v ideo production. She has a  special i n t e r e s t  i n  the ways t h a t  audiences ( l i k e  
t h e  feminist  community) r e s i s t  pa t r ia rcha l  , rac i s t ,  and c l a s s i s t  d l  scourses i n  
dominant media events, and r e i n t e r p r e t  those events so t h a t  they are useful 
w i t h i n  the  audience's cu r ren t  p o l i t i c a l  struggles.] 

The Disabled Women's Theatre Project .  (Women Make Movies. 314" o r  VHS o r  
4 Beta 112". color .  60 min.) 

See What I Say. (Filmakers L ibrary.  1980. 16mm. video. color .  24 min.) 

T e l l  Them I ' m  a  Mermaid. (The Texture Films Col lect ion.  1983. 16m. 112" 
video. color .  23 min.) 
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B u i l d i n g  Community: A Manual Explor ing Issues o f  Women and D i sab i l  i tx. 1984. 
3 3 ~ .  b i  b l  ISBN 0931629012. LC 84-28225. 

Educational Equi ty Concepts, Inc., 440 %rk  Ave. South, New York, NY 

Box 145, Lou i sv i l l e ,  KY 40201. 

F i  lmakers L i b ra r y  
133 E. 58th St., Su i te  703A. New York, NY 10022. 212-355-6545. 

Nat ional  Of f ice  o f  Kids on the Block 
822 N. Fa i r fax  S t .  , Alexandria, VA 22314. 800-368-KIDS. 

The Texture Films Co l lec t ion  
P.O. Box 1337, Skokie, I L  60076. 312-256-4436. 

Women Make Movies 
19 W. 21  St., New York, NY 10010. 212-929-6477. 



NEWS UW- mRDlSON 
The Women's Studies Program a t  UW-Madison ce lebra ted  i t s  t e n t h  b i r t h d a y  on 

September 6, 1985, w i t h  t oas ts  and t a l k s  recount ing  the  (sometimes t u r b u l e n t )  
h i s t o r y  of our  o r i g i n s  i n  t he  women's movement on campus, and our  growth t o  
t h e  present. The event co i  ncided w l t h  the  progress ion through t h e  Board o f  
Regents of our  proposal f o r  a women's s tud ies  major. 

The Program has an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  f a c u l t y  o f  t h i r t y - s i x  people, a l l  o f  
whom a l s o  have appointments i n  U n i v e r s i t y  departments. Twenty-two departments 
a r e  represented by Program facu l ty ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  Col lege o f  L e t t e r s  and 
Science, b u t  a l s o  i n  t he  Schools o f  Medicine, Nursing, Education, Family 
Resources and Consumer Sclences, t h e  Col lege o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  and L i f e  
Sciences, and UW-Extension. C u r r e n t l y  seven f a c u l t y  have budgeted j o i  n t  
appointments w i t h  t h e  Program and a department t h a t  serves as t h e i r  tenure  
home. The r e s t  of t he  Program f a c u l t y  have o f f i c i a l  nonbudgeted appointments 
i n  t h e  Program; t h e y  serve on Program committees, a t t end  our r e g u l a r  month ly  
Program meetings, and may teach i n  t he  Program on a released-t ime basis.  Th i s  

, y e a r  we a re  conduct ing a search w l t h  bo th  the  Department o f  Afro-American 
S tud ies  and t h e  Law School f o r  two new f a c u l t y  j o i n t  appointments. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  sponsoring several  l e c t u r e s  each year,  the  Program 
organ izes  and presents a s p r i n g  symposium i n  an impor tan t  area i n  women's 
s tud ies .  These have inc luded symposia on "La t i na  Women i n  t h e  Americas," 
"Black Women's Studies," and "Feminist  Perspect ives on Science." This year,  
P ro fesso r  N e l l i e  McKay and t h e  Program Committee on B lack ITh i rd  World Women 
a r e  p lann ing  a symposium on the  work o f  Toni Morrison. 

The Women's Studies Program has twenty- three permanent courses and f o u r  
d l  r e c t e d  s tud ies  courses. These courses are  a t  the  elementary, i ntermedi ate, 
advanced and graduate 1 evels,  and rece ive  b i o l o g i c a l  sciences, s o c i a l  s tud ies ,  
and/or  humanit ies c r e d i t .  Another f i f t e e n  courses are  c r o s s l i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  
Program. The Program o f f e r s  n ine  t o  eleven courses each semester and about 
s i x  courses each summer, and teaches between 950 and 1000 students each 
semester. 

PhD s tudents  a t  t h e  UW-Madison a re  requ i red  t o  take twelve c r e d i t s  ou ts ide  
t h e i r  own department. The Opt ion 6 Minor Plan, whereby students take t h e i r  
twe l ve  c r e d i t s  i n  more than one department, i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  students who want 
t o  minor  i n  women's s tudies.  Graduate s tudents choosing an Option A Minor i n  
women's s t u d i e s  must complete four m e n ' s  s tud ies  courses a t  t h e  300 l e v e l  o r  
above, one o f  which must be WS 900: Research i n  Women's Studies. Students may 
do t h e s i s  research i n  women's s tud ies  w i t h  Women's Studies Program f a c u l t y  
w i t h i n  a number o f  departments, and a PhD i s  o f f e r e d  i n  American Women's 
H i s t o r y  i n  the  H i s t o r y  Department. 

A l l  undergraduate s tudents a t  t h e  UW-Madison are  e l i g i b l e  t o  earn a 
c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  women's s tudies.  To earn the  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  students must 
complete f i f t e e n  c r e d i t s  o f  women's s tud ies  course w r k ,  4 t h  a t  l e a s t  n ine  
c r e d i t s  taken a t  t he  In te rmed ia te  o r  advanced l eve l s .  



I n  October, 1985, the  Board o f  Regents approved an undergraduate major i n  
women's s tud les  a t  the UW-Madlson. The women's studies major requ i res  t h a t  
students complete e i t h e r  (a) t h e  i n t e r d i s c i p l  i n a r y  women's studles core 
cur r icu lum and an area o f  concentrat ion ( three courses from outs ide the 
Program i n  one o r  more c lose ly  r e l a t ed  departments o r  programs), o r  (b)  t h e  
women's studies core curr iculum and a complete second major. A l l  students 
must complete a minimum o f  t h i r t y  c r e d i t s  i n  women's studies. I n  add i t i on  t o  
requ l red  in t roduc to ry  courses, an advanced seml nar i n  femin is t  theory, and two 
e l ec t i ves ,  majors must se lec t  one upper l eve l  course from each o f  f i v e  areas: 
b i o l ogy  and health; humanities; soc i a l  science; femin ls t  theory; and non- 
wes te rn / th i rd  world/mi n o r i  t y  U.S. women. These requirements guarantee an 
I n t e r d l  sc i  p l  i nary and comparative perspective i n  a student 's  course o f  study. 
The Women's Studies Research Center war created I n  1977 as p a r t  o f  the  Women's 
Studies Program. Under the leadership o f  i t s  f i r s t  d i rec to r ,  Professor E la ine 
Marks, who r e t i r e d  from t h e  pos l t i on  l a s t  year, the Center was successful i n  
ob ta i n i ng  research funds from the Ford Foundation and t h e  National I n s t i t u t e s  
o f  Health, and sponsored a v a r l e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  s t imula te  women's s tud ies  
research, i nc lud ing  monthly co l loqu ia ,  seminars, grant  process workshops, a 
r e p r i n t  and working papers series, a qua r t e r l y  newsletter,  and an honorary 
f e l l  ows program. 

4 
The Center has s i x  honorary fe l l ows  t h i s  year, each o f  whom i s  working on 

a women's studies research project .  Each year the fe l lows repor t  on t h e i r  
work a t  co l loqu ia  dur ing Sprlng Semester. The Center i s  f i n i s h i n g  up work on 
a g ran t  from the Ford Foundation t o  b r i ng  women and development issues and 
scho larsh ip  t o  the campus. Among other things, i t  had a summer i n s t l t u t e  w i t h  
graduate students from developing countr les,  and the Women" Studies Program 
h l r e d  (wl t h  Anthropology) a new f a c u l t y  member w i t h  scho lar ly  i n t e res t s  i n  the  
area. The Center i s  proposing t h a t  Ford continue t o  fund our e f f o r t s  i n  women 
and development. It I s  a lso working on a women and technology proposal t h a t  
would inc lude some baslc research about women's a t t i t udes  toward and use o f  
computers, ways t o  t r a i n  computer s k i l l s ,  and possib ly a computer l ab  f a c l l l t y  
f o r  research and t ra in ing.  Center s t a f f  a re  a lso explor ing ways t o  l i n k  
communi t y  women in te res ted  i n  research w l  th\UW-Madi son f acu l t y  and s t a f f  who 
have research pro jec ts  o r  who would l l k e  t o  do more. They are t h i nk i ng  about 
developing an on l ine  data base o f  facu l t y ,  s t a f f ,  and community scholar 
i n t e r e s t s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the search f o r  l i nks .  

-- Ruth B le i e r  
Diane Kravetz 
Suzanne Pingree 

[Ruth B l e i e r  I s  Professor o f  Neurophysiology and Women's Studies a t  the UW- 
Madison, and Chair  o f  the Women's Studies Program. Diane Kravetz i s  Professor 
and D i r ec to r  o f  the School o f  Soclal Work, and Professor and Associate Chair 
o f  the  Women's Studies Program. Suzanne Pingree i s  Associate Professor and 
Coordinator  o f  the Home Economics Communications Program Area (FRCS) ; 
Assoclate Professor o f  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Journalism and Women's Studies; and Act ing 
D i r e c t o r  o f  the Women's Studies Research Center.] 



NOTE TO SUBSCAIBEAS 
We would l i k e  t o  announce two recen t  changes i n  our  pub l i ca t i on ,  New Books 

on Women & Feminism. 

A f t e r  l a n g u i s h i  n f o r  severa l  years, New Books i s  once again a l e r t i n g  
readers  t o  t he  very (1 a t e s t  m a t e r i a l s  i n  women's studies. To achieve 
t i m e l i n e s s ,  however, we had t o  abandon our  goal o f  c r e a t i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  reco rd  o f  f e m i n i s t  w r i t i ngs .  The tremendous growth i n  wmen's 
s t u d i e s  p u b l i s h i n g  over  t h e  past  half-decade l e f t  us w i t h  an insurmountable 
back log  o f  t i t l e s  f o r  New Books. Upon t h e  adv ice  o f  f a c u l t y  and l i b r a r i a n s  i n  
t h e  UW System, there fo re ,  we somewhat r e l u c t a n t l y  decided t o  s k i p  over  t h e  
back log  and t o  produce the nex t  i ssue o f  New Books -- New Books no.9 -- from 
o u r  most up-to-date records and reviews. Whi le  t x i s  does leave a gap i n  
coverage between New Books no.8 and New Books no.9, t h e  most impor tan t  o f  t h e  
o m i t t e d  t i t l e s  w i l l  appear -- f u l l y  annota ted  and indexed -- i n  t h e  supplement 
t o  Es the r  Stineman's Women's Studies: A Recommended Core B ib l iography ,  t o  be 
pub l  i shed  i n  1986 by L i b r a r l e s  Unl imi ted.  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e t u r n i n g  t o  a c u r r e n t  pub l i sh ing  schedule, we have 
, succeeded i n  designing a new automated system f o r  compil i n g  New Books. Th i s  

system enables us t o  produce new issues much more e f f i c i e n t l y ,  and we a re  now 
a im ing  f o r  a tw i ce -yea r l y  publ i c a t i o n  schedule. The automated system a1 so 
f a c i l i t a t e s  indexing, and we a re  pleased t o  announce tha t ,  beginning w i t h  t h e  
c u r r e n t  issue, New Books on Women d Feminism w i l l  be f u l l y  indexed. T h i s  
means t h a t  i n  addi t l o n  t o  u t i l i z i n g  ou r  o rgan i za t i on  o f  c i t a t i o n s  by broad 
s u b j e c t  -- f o r  example, H i s to ry ,  Law, Psychology -- users w i l l  be ab le  t o  
p i n p o i n t  t i t l e s  on narrower t o p i c s  (such as abor t ion ,  rape, and pornography), 
on  a p a r t i c u l a r  person ( f o r  b iograph ies  and works o f  c r i t i c i s m ) ,  o r  on a g i v e n  
geographic loca le .  Th i s  should s u b s t a n t i a l l y  enhance t h e  re fe rence value o f  
t h e  b ib l iography .  

We hope tha t ,  on balance, ou r  readers w i l l  be pleased w i t h  these changes. 
As always, we i n v i t e  you t o  share your  views' w i t h  us, and we welcane your  
suggest ions f o r  how we may improve our  pub l i ca t ions .  

STUDIE 5 
Aaron I. Cohen, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Discography o f  Women Composers. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 1984. 254p. index. $35 . 0 0, BN 0-313-24'272-0. LC 

E l  i s s a  D. Gel fand and V i r g i n i a  Thorndi ke Hul es, French Feminis t  C r i t i c i s m :  
Women, Language, and L i t e r a t u r e :  An Annotated Bib1 iographx. New York: 
Garland, 1985. 318p. index. $36 . 0 0, I 252-X. LC 82-48275. 

J u d i t h  A. Leavi tt , h r i c a n  Women Managers and Admin is t ra to rs :  A Se lec t i ve  
B iog raph i ca l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  Twentf eth-Century Leaders i n  Business, Educatlon, 
and Government. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1985. 317p. b i  b l  . index. 
f 45.00, ISBN 0-313-23748-4. LC 84-12814. 

J u d i t h  A. Leavi tt , h r i c a n  Women Managers and Admin is t ra to rs :  A Se lec t i ve  
B iog raph i ca l  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  Twentf eth-Century Leaders i n  Business, Educatlon, 
and Government. Westport, CT .- - -  : Greenwood Press, 1985. 3 1 7 ~ .  b i  b l  . index. 



Alice Kahler Marshall, Pen Names of Women Writers. Camp Hill. PA: t h e  author ,  
1985. 181p. b i b l .  $7.95 + $1.00 postage. (Address: The Alice Marshall 
Col lec t ion ,  211 North 17th  St., Camp Hill, PA 17011) 

M. Dawn McCaghy, Sexual Harassment: A Guide t o  Resources. Boston: G.K. Hall ,  
1985. 181p. index. $25.00, ISBN 0-8161-8669-3. LC 84-25148. 

Chris Pe t tys ,  Dictionary of  Women Artists: An In ternat ional  Dictionary of 
Women Artists Born Before 1900. Boston: G.K. Hall,  1985. 872p. b i b l .  

BN 0 - 8161 - 8456 -9. L% 84-22511. 

Nancy Sahl i ,  Women and Sexual i t y  i n  America: A Bibliography. Boston: G.K. 
Hal 1 , 1984. 4 0 4 ~ .  i ndex. $49.95, ISBN 0 - 8161 - 8099 -7. LC 84-10751. 

R u t h  Leger Sivard,  Women...A World Survey. Washington: World P r i o r i t i e s ,  
1985. 44p. 11 1. 55.00 ISBN 0 - 918281 -00-8. (Address: World P r i o r i  t ies,  Box 
25140, Washington, DC 20007; 202-965-1661) 

Kaye Su l l ivan ,  Films For, By, and About Women, Ser ies  11. Metuchen, NJ: 
Scarecrow Press, 1985. 780p. i ndex. $49.50, ISBN 0-8fO8-1766-7. LC 

' 84-23522. 

J a n e t  Todd, ed., A Dictionary of British and American Women Writers, 1660- 
1800. Totowa, NJ: ROwlnan and A1 lanheld ,  1985. 344p. index. $48 -5 0 , 
-76-7125-9. LC 84-2123. 

Women's Annotated Legal Bibliograph , vol. 1- . New York: Clark Boardman, - 331p. $45.00. rm 0-8/6$2-349-2. LC 83-15219. 

Several recent  reference  books make research e a s i e r  f o r  s tudents  of 
l i t e r a t u r e .  Perhaps most welcome i k  A Dic t ionary  of British and American 
Women Writers, 1660-1800. Nearly f ive  hundred b io -c r i t i ca l  essays,  wr i t ten  by . 
spec ia l  ists i n  Restorat ion and eighteenth-century s t u d i e s ,  a r e  gathered i n  
this landmark volume. Among those  fea tured  a r e  a few well-known women -- 
Abigail Adams, Fanny Burney, Mary Wollstonecraft ,  Phil1 is Wheatley. "But i t  
i s  r a r e  t o  f ind even a s tudent  of l i t e r a t u r e  who has heard of more than ha1 f a 
dozen of them," laments e d i t o r  Jane t  Todd. "This book is a plea fo r  notice" 
(p.25). The entries a r e  arranged a lphabe t i ca l ly ;  they reveal what is known of 
the w r i t e r ' s  l i f e  and c a r e e r  and c i t e  her published works. In her lengthy 
in t roduc t ion ,  Todd examines pa t terns  of c l a s s ,  loca t ion ,  education, p o l i t i c s ,  
marr iage ,  motives f o r  authorship,  occupation, and membership i n  formal and 
informal female networks. She a l s o  d iscusses  the authors '  choices of genres 
and themes. Unfortunately, the  entries lack bi  bl iographical references  to  
biographical  o r  c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  but Todd does suggest some sources i n  the 
preface.  

Al i ce  Kahler Marshal 1 ' s  self-published Pen Names of Women Writers is  a 
handy source t h a t  might e a s i l y  be overlooked. Marshall c u l l s  information from 
a wide range of l i t e r a r y  and biographical guides f o r  this a p t l y  s u b t i t l e d  
"Compendium of the L i t e ra ry  Identi  ties of 2650 Women Novel i sts, Playwrights,  
Poets ,  Diarists, Journal is ts ,  and Miscellaneous Writers--Ful l y  Cross- 
referenced." The wri ters  l i s t e d  appear t o  be primari ly (though not 



e x c l u s i v e l y )  Engl ish and American. Between the  l i s t i n g  by actual  names and 
t h e  l i s t i n g  by pseudonyms (numbering over four  thousand) are several pages o f  
cartoons and quotat ions demonstrating male r i d i c u l e  o f  mmen wr i te rs .  This 
consciousness-raising sect ion  supplements i t larshal l 's short  preface, i n  which 
she analyzes why women chose anonymity, and what so r t s  o f  pen names they 
selected. This i s  a simple i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a id;  the re  i s  no in format ion on the  
authors but  t h e i r  b i r t h  and death dates. 

E l  i s s a  D. Gelfand and V i r q i n i a  Thorndike Hules t a c k l e  a t o ~ i c  t h a t  has 
m y s t i f i e d  many U.S. f em in is t  scholars i n  t h e i r  extremely he lp fu l  French 
Feminist  C r i t i c i sm:  Women, Language, and L i te ra ture .  The i r  s u b j e m t h e  
t e x t u a l i t ~ / s e x u a l i t ~  o f  women." as t reated i n  works bv and about French 
f e m i n i s t  t h e o r i s t s  Bnd t h e i r  francophone colleagues in Quebec and Be1 gium. 
Books, essays, and a r t i c l e s  i n  French and English, published between 1970 and 
1982, comprise t h e  c i ta t i ons .  There are  extensive l i s t i n g s  f o r  such wel l -  
known w r i t e r s  as He1 ene Cixous, Luce I r i g a r a y ,  J u l i a  Kristeva, and Monique 
W i t t i g ,  as wel l  as t h e i r  c r i t i c s .  Hules' i n t roduc t ion ,  " A  Topography o f  
Dif ference,* does a remarkable job o f  o r i e n t i n g  the  Pmerican nonspec ia l i s t  t o  
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development o f  French femi n i s t  theory, out1 i ni  ng the pos i t i ons  
o f  i t s  major f igures ,  and comparing i t  t o  American approaches. The 
b ib l i og raphy  i t s e l f  i s  i n  two par ts :  a sec t ion  labeled "The General 

1 Problematics o f  a Feminist Cri t ic ism,'  a guide t o  "framing tex ts" ;  and t h e  
major  p o r t i o n  o f  the  book, which l i s t s  works by and about i nd iv idua l  French 
th inkers .  A l l  e n t r i e s  receive lengthy annotations, which frequently end w i t h  
an eva luat ive  comment. Gelfand and Hules l i s t  special  issues o f  journa ls  i n  
an appendix, and provide indexes t o  t i t l e s  and subjects. Oddly, there  i s  no 
index t o  t h e  authors o f  secondary l i t e r a t u r e ,  making i t  tedious t o  i d e n t i f y  
c r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  by key U.S. f em in is t  t h e o r i s t s  who have responded t o  French 
ideas. 

L i t e r a t u r e  i s  not  the  on ly  branch o f  t h e  humanities t o  be enriched w i t h  
new reference books. Chr is  Pet tys '  D ic t i onary  o f  Women A r t i s t s  may be the 
most s i g n i f i c a n t  a r t  h i s t o r y  too l  to appear t h i s  year. Working w i t h  a r t  
1 i brar ians Hazel Gustow,  erri is Ol in,  and Verna ~ i t c h i e ,  and scores o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o n a n t s  worldwide, Pet tys compiled t h i s  monumental b iographical  
d i  c t i o n a r y  o f  m e n  painters, scul ptors,  printmakers, and il l u s t r a t o r s .  More 
than  twenty-one thousand a r t i s t s ,  a l l  born before 1900, are l i s t e d ,  even those 
about whom very 11 t t l e  i s  known. The a1 phabet ical  ly-arranged e n t r i e s  provide 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  data: name ( inc lud ing  marr ied name and pseudonym); dates and 
places o f  b i r t h  and death; media; p lace o f  residence o r  a c t i v i t y ;  o the r  
a r t i s t s  i n  the same fami ly ;  schools and teachers; and exhib i t ions.  I n  
add i t ion ,  Pet tys provides references t o  the sources o f  information; these are  
keyed t o  a lengthy b ib l iography i n  the  back o f  the  volume. This work i s  
dest ined t o  become a standard reference too l  f o r  students, a r t  h is tor ians ,  
women's s tud ies  scholars, museum curators, and a r t  dealers and c o l l  ectors. 
Indexes -- by period, n a t i o n a l i t y ,  and medium -- would have enhanced the 
volume, b u t  i t  i s  nonetheless an essent ia l  addi t i o n  t o  reference co l l ec t i ons  
I n  academic and l a r g e r  pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  

Another new biographical  source covers contemporary women i n  pos i t ions  o f  
power. I n  Anerican-women Managers and Administrators, Judi th A. Leavi tt 
documents the  l i v e s  and achievements o f  226 successful women managers, drawing 
in format ion from pub1 ished sources and questionnaires. The volume emphasizes- 
women who accomplished " f i r s t s "  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s .  Other women warrant 



i n c l u s i o n  because they founded businesses o r  col leges, served as presidents o f  
corporat ions,  col leges, o r  un ive rs i t i es ,  o r  held other pos i t i ons  o f  nat iona l  
prominence, p r ima r i l y  i n  government. Each ent ry  averages a page i n  length, 
high1 i g h t i n g  the usual b iographical  f ac t s  (degrees, work h is to ry ,  
accomplishments, and honors), and concluding w i th  b ib l i og raph ic  references. 
Wherever possible, L e a v i t t  i n se r t s  a b r i e f  quotat ion concerning the sub jec t ' s  
phi losophy o f  management o r  l i f e  i n  general. 

Two new guides t o  nonpr in t  mater ia ls  expand the options o f  researchers and 
classroom teachers. Kaye Su l l i van 's  Films For, fly and About Women, Series I 1  
complements her respected 1980 w i d e .  To the 2,800 f i l m s  l i s t e d  i n  the f i r s t  
v o l  h e ,  t h i s  second. volume adds-3,200. Each entry provides the f o l l  owing 
in format ion:  running time; black and white o r  co lor ;  product ion o r  release 
date; b r i e f  synopsis; d i r ec to r ,  producer, etc.; and d i s t r i bu to r .  A complete 
l i s t  o f  f i l m  sources, w i th  addresses, i s  appended. The main l i s t i n g  i s  
indexed by subject  ( i n c l ud i ng  the  names o f  i nd i v i dua l s )  and by women 
filmmakers. Most o f  the f i lms  Su l l i van  describes are ava i lab le  i n  16mm, but  
videotapes and s l i d e  sets a lso appear. Documentaries, f u l l - l e n g t h  features, 
educat ional  f i lms,  cartoons, and shor t  f i lms  a l l  f a l l  w i t h i n  the  f i lmography's 
scope. There are  no ind ica t ions  o f  p r i ce  nor assessments o f  techn ica l  
qua1 i ty.  

4 

Aaron Cohen's In te rna t iona l  Discography o f  Women Composers was publ ished 
i n  1984, bu t  we've on ly  recen t l y  been able t o  examine it. Intended as a 
comprehensive guide t o  recordings o f  " c lass ica l  o r  serious musicn by women, i t  
covers 468 composers i n  a lphabet ical  order, w i t h  t h e i r  b i r t h  and death dates 
and n a t i o n a l i t i e s  noted. Cohen provides the t i t l e s  o f  works, record companies 
and record numbers, names o f  conductors and/or performers, and performance 
times. There are indexes by country, instrument and music form, and t i t l e ,  
p l u s  a l i s t  of record labe ls  and companies, w i t h  addresses. In'  a w r k  o f  t h i s  
scope, the re  are c e r t a i n  t o  be inaccuracies; one woman composer informed us 
l a s t  spr ing t h a t  her husband's works had been l i s t e d  under her name1 

Nancy Sahl i  ' s  excel l e n t  b ib l iography,  Women and Sexual i t y  i n  h e r i c a ,  was 
a l s o  issued l a s t  year but  has j u s t  appeared on the shelves o f  our l i b ra r y .  
~ a h l  i selects  pubiished w r i t i ngs  from the nineteenth and twent ie th  centur ies  
t o  document changing concepts o f  female sexual i t y  i n  the United States. She 
emphasizes the professional l i t e r a t u r e  o f  such f i e l d s  as medicine, psychiatry,  
h i s t o r y ,  sociology, and women's studies. She excludes l i t e r a r y  pieces, 
b iographies,  technical  studies, and popular publ ica t ions.  Separate chapters 
cover h i s t o r i c a l  i n te rp re ta t ions ;  soc i a l  and pol i t i c a l  analysis and theory; 
l e g a l  and e th i ca l  questions; con t r ibu t ions  o f  psychoanalysis; medical and 
s c i e n t i f i c  wr i t ings;  p resc r i p t i ve  l i t e r a t u r e ;  and studies o f  sexual behaviors 
and a t t i t udes .  Sahl i  a lso devotes several chapters t o  more spec i f i c  
populat ions and concerns: c h i l d r e n  and adolescents; masturbation; nymphomania; 
1 esbians; o lde r  women; d l  sabled women; women pr isoners and g i r l  delinquents; 
transsexuals; and sexual dysfunction. Each chapter opens w i th  a shor t  note on 
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  fol lowed by annotated en t r ies  f o r  books and pamphlets, and an 
unannotated check1 i s t  o f  journal  a r t i c l es .  Sahl i has composed the lengthy 
annotat ions w i th  the researcher i n  mind; she f requent ly  suggests a work's 
usefulness t o  p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e s  o f  inqu i ry .  Sexual i ty  i s  a key theme i n  



women's s tud ies  scholarship,  and Sahl 1 ' s  b ib l i og raphy  provides a much-needed 
h i s t o r i c a l  , cross-d i  s c i p l  i nary overview. 

The yea r  1985 marks t h e  c lose  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Decade f o r  Women and 
t h e  f o r t i e t h  ann iversary  o f  t h e  founding o f  t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions -- an a p t  t ime 
t o  survey t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women worldwide and t o  assess our modest progress 
toward equa l i t y .  Through s t a t i s t i c a l  char ts ,  c o l o r  maps and graphs, and 
readab le  a n a l y t i c  t e x t ,  Ruth Leger S i va rd  f a c i l  i t a t e s  comparisons o f  na t ions  
and regions , wh i l e  il lumina t i ng  g loba l  t rends, i n  Women.. .A World Survey. She 
begins w i t h  a page o f  revea l i ng  f a c t s  t h a t  document women's f nequa l i t y ,  and 
t h e n  o f f e r s  a qu i ck  overview o f  major  world developments s ince  World War 11, 
h i g h l  i g h t i n g  popu la t i on  growth, economic development, and soc ia l  changes. A 
more d e t a i l e d  examinat ion o f  women's s t a t u s  i n  work, education, heal th ,  and 
government and law fo l lows.  The concluding cha r t s  re fo tmat  and amp l i f y  t h e  
d a t a  i n  p r o f i l e s  o f  140 count r ies .  They a l s o  examine d i f f e r e n c e s  between men 
and women i n  f o u r  key areas -- per  c a p i t a  income, l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  
1  i t e r a c y ,  and enro l lment  i n  h ighe r  educat ion -- and c o n t r a s t  1960 f i g u r e s  w i t h  
those f o r  t h e  1980s. 

I n  her  t i m e l y  b ib l iography ,  Sexual Harassment: A Guide t o  Resources, 
l i b r a r i a n  M. Dawn McCaghy covers harassment " i n  employment, i n  education, on 
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t h e  s t r e e t ,  and on t h e  telephone1' (p.ix). Her l i s t i n g s  span t h e  years 1974 
(when t h e  term was f i r s t  used) t o  1984. McCaghy c a r r i e d  o u t  ex tens ive  manual 
and on1 i n e  searches i n  t h e  s o c i a l  science, business, l e g a l ,  educat ional ,  and 
popu la r  1 i te ra tu re .  The r e s u l t i n g  b i  b l  iography encompasses books, chapters o f  
books, o rgan i za t i ona l  and advocacy pub l i ca t i ons ,  government repor ts ,  
d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  p e r i o d i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  and aud iov isua l  mater ia ls .  The e n t r i e s  
c a r r y  l e n g t h y  non-evaluat ive annotat ions, and each chapter  (General Works, The 
Academic S e t t i n g  , Coping St ra teg ies ,  The Legal Perspect ive, The Management 
Response) has a cogent i n t roduc t i on ,  ana lyz ing  t h e  major  streams o f  thought  
and s i g n i f i c a n t  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  c i t a t i o n s  t h a t  fo l low.  A u t h o r / t i t l e  and 
s u b j e c t  indexes c m p l  e t e  the vol  ume. 

Oddly, sexual harassment i s  no t  h i g h l  i g h t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  volume o f  t h e  new - 
s e r i e s ,  Women's Annotated Legal B ib l iography .  The me t i cu lous l y  organized 
gu ide  covers p ro fess iona l  a r t i c l e s ,  notes, and commentary i n  over  150 j o u r n a l s  
f r om 1978 t o  1983. (Unfor tunate ly ,  t h e r e  i s  no comprehensive l i s t  o f  j o u r n a l s  
abstracted.)  The c i t a t i o n s  a re  grouped i n  twelve sub jec t  areas: abor t ion ;  
b a t t e r e d  women; DES; employment d i sc r im ina t i on ;  Equal R igh ts  hendment; 
pornography; p r o s t i t u t i o n ;  rape; t h e  d r a f t ;  hea l th ;  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law; and 
taxa t i on .  The l a r g e r  sec t ions  (e.g., abor t ion ,  employment d i sc r im ina t i on ,  
rape)  a r e  appropr ia te1  y subdiv ided by top i c .  A1 1 cases and s ta tu tes  mentioned 
i n  a s e c t i o n  a re  descr ibed a t  t h e  beginning o f  t h a t  sect ion;  a  complete t a b l e  
o f  cases concludes t h e  volume. Th i s  b ib l i og raphy  w i l l  f i n d  i t s  heav ies t  use 
among p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o rneys  and l e g a l  scholars,  b u t  l a y  researchers w i l l  a l so  
app rec ia te  i t s  easy-to-use organ iza t ion ,  i t s  concise d e s c r i p t i v e  annotat ions,  
i t s  n u t s h e l l  summaries o f  r e l e v a n t  cases and laws, and i t s  cons i s ten t  
exp lana t i on  o f  abbrev iat ions.  

-- S.S. 



PERIODICAL NOTES 

NEW PEAIODICRLS 

Cron ic le :  Crones Nest  Newsletter.  1985-. 207 Coastal Highway, St .  Augustine, 
L 32084. ( I ssue  examined: no.1. Winter  '85) 

The crones Nest  was organized t o  c r e a t e  a res idence f o r  o l d e r  women. 
Sponsored by Pagoda-Temple o f  Love, a community o f  l esb ians  i n  St. Augustine, 
F l o r i d a ,  t h e  Crones Nest hopes t o  become i n t e r r a c i a l  and i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l ,  
and "welcomes a l l  women who choose t o  l i v e  i n  community w i t h  women. ... We 
hope t o  cha l lenge t h e  dominant c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  toward aging, s ickness and 
dea th  and t o  deal openly w i t h  our  fears  and expec ta t ions  about dyiny." 

Minnesota Women's Press. 1985-. Ed. : Mol l  i e  Hoben. Biweekly. $20. 2395 
U n i v e r s i t y  Ave. #215. St. Paul. MN 55114. ( I ssue  examined: v.1. no.14. Oct. 
15-28, 1985) 

Addressed t o  women i n  t h e  Twin C i t i e s  area, t h i s  i s  a sixteen-page ' newspaper t h a t  p r i m a r i l y  covers issues and events i n  t h a t  loca le .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  news a r t i c l e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o f i l e s  o f  l o c a l  women and pro jec ts ,  reviews 
( w i t h  an emphasis on smal l  press pub1 i c a t i o n s )  , l e t t e r s ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  
announcements, and c l a s s i f i e d s .  

W i l d  Words. 1984-. Ed. c o l l e c t i v e :  J u l i a  Casterton, D a l l a s  Sealy, Diane 
-8iondo. 3.75 pounds13 issues. 5, Pandora Rd., London NW 6, England. ( I ssue  
examined: no.1, Spr ing 1984) 

" w i l d  wordslwould as soonlsavage youlas s p e a k l i f  you t r y l t o  t a l k  
s o f t l y l t h e y  shriek.. . ." "Wi ld Words ," ' by Da l l as  Sealy, i s  one o f  severa l  
poems grac ing  t h e  f i r s t  i ssue o f  t h i s  p e r i o d i c a l ,  a long w i t h  s t o r i e s ,  
drawings, and photographs. Several o f  t h e  pieces i n  t he  f i r s t  i ssue focus on 
t h e  theme of  motherhood and c h i l d b i r t h ;  o t h e r s  deal w i t h  myth, love,  and 
racism. 

SPECIRL ISSUES OF PEAIODICf3LS 

Connexions: An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Quar te r1  no.17118, SummerIFall 1985: 
"Forum '85: Na i rob i ,  Kenya.' $12 indiv.) ;  $ i 4  ( inst . ) .  S i n g l e  copy: $5. 
Peoples T r a n s l a t i o n  Service, 4228 :elegraph Ave., Oakland, CA 94609. ( I ssue  
examined) 

Th i s  spec ia l  double i ssue r e p o r t s  on t h e  conference convened i n  N a i r o b i  i n  
Ju ly ,  1985, t o  mark t h e  end o f  t h e  UN Decade f o r  Women. Topics examined i n  
t h e  twenty - th ree  a r t i c l e s  inc lude:  1 esbianism; w r i t i n g  and pub l i sh ing  i n  t h e  
T h i r d  World; t h e  c a l l  f o r  a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Economic Order; l obby ing  t o  
i n c l u d e  housework i n  t h e  GNP; female c i rcumc is ion ;  t h e  new reproduc t ive  
techno log ies ;  and p o l i t i c a l  pr isoners.  An i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i s t  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s  
f o l l o w s  a t  t h e  end. 



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M i g r a t i o n  Review v.18, no.4, Winter  1984: 
$25 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $37.50 ( inst . ) .  S inp le  CODY: $9 ( p l u s  $2 

"Women i n  Migrat ion."  
. -  . .. postage and hand1 i ng ) . 

c e n t e r  fo r  l j i g r a t i o n  Studies o f  ~ e i  York, Inc., 209 Flagg Place, Staten 
I s l and ,  New York, 10304. ( I ssue  examined) 

I n  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t he  Review e d i t o r s  argue t h a t  scholars must a t t end  
t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  o f  women's e m n c e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m igra t ion .  A r t i c l e s  
i n  t h i s  l eng thy  i ssue a r e  organized i n t o  f i v e  themat ic  sect ions:  overview; 
t r e n d s  and h i s t o r i c a l  perspec t ives  ; census-based q u a n t i t a t i v e  analyses o f  t h e  
l a b o r  market c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  female immigrants; t h e o r l e s  and survey 
research  on m ig ran t  women i n  t h e  l a b o r  market; and female r u r a l  t o  urban 
m i g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  T h i r d  World. Twelve book reviews f o l l o w  the  thematic 
sec t lons .  

Journa l  o f  Soc ia l  Phi losophy v.15, no.2, Summer 1984: "Special  I ssue on 
T e m i n i s t  Soc ia l  P h i l o s ~ p h y . ~  Guest ed.: Joyce T reb i l co t .  $9 ( ind iv . ) ;  $12 
( i nst.) . Sing le  copy: $4. Pro fessor  Joseph Betz, Philosophy Dept., V i l  lanova 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  V i l  lanova, PA 19085. ( I ssue  examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Dut ies  t o  Oneself: An E t h i c a l  Basls  f o r  Se l f -  
L l  bera t ion?"  (Joan Straumanis); "The I n t e r n a l  R e l a t i o n  Between Produc t ion  and 
Reproduct ion: R e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e  Man ipu la t ion  o f  Family L i f e  i n  South A f r i c a "  
(Ka th ryn  Russel l  ) ; " I n  Defense o f  H i r i n g  Apparent ly  Less Qua1 i f i e d  Women" 
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(Laura  M. Purdy); "Women and Food" ( J e f f n e r  A l len) ;  "Review Essay: 
Sadomasochism and Sexual Preference" (Claudia Card). 

Mar r iage  and Fami ly  Review v.7, no.314, F a l l I W l n t e r  1984: "Women and t h e  
-Family: Two Decades o f  Change." Eds.: Beth B. Hess, Marvin B. Sussman. $33 
( ind iv . ) ;  $72 ( ins t . ) ;  $103 ( l i b r a r i e s ) .  S ing le  copy: i nqu l re .  Haworth 
Press, 28 E. 22 St., New York, NY 10010. ( I ssue  examined) 

P a r t i a l  con ten ts :  "The Women's Movement and t h e  Family: A Soc io -H is to r i ca l  
A n a l y s l s  o f  Cons t ra in t s  on Soc ia l  Change" (Maren Lockwood Carden); " I n  Defense 
o f  T rad l  t i o n a l  Values : The Anti-Femi n i f  t Movement" (Ruth Murray Brown) ; 
"Women's Work i n  t h e  Home: Seems L i k e  Old Times" (Cather ine White Berheide); 
"The View From Below: Women's Employment and Gender E q u a l i t y  i n  Working Class 
Fami l i es "  (Myra Marx Ferree); "Afro-American Women and T h e i r  Fami l ies"  (Do r i s  
Y. Wi lk inson) ;  "Se lec t i ve  Guide t o  Cur ren t  Reference Sources on Women and t h e  
Fami ly"  (Jonathon Je f fe ry ) .  

Peace & Freedom v.45, no.617, SeptemberIOctober 1985: "Specia l  7 0 t h  
Ann iversary  Issue.' Ed.: Roberta Spivek. $10. S ing le  copy: $2. Women's 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  League f o r  Peace and Freedom, 1213 Race St., Ph i lade lph ia ,  PA 
19107. ( Issue exami ned) 

"The Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  League f o r  Peace and Freedom," reads i t s  
s tatement  o f  purpose, "has been worklng s ince  1915 t o  u n i t e  women i n  a l l  
c o u n t r i e s  who oppose war, e x p l o i t a t i o n  and oppression." P a r t i a l  contents:  
"WILPF a t  Seventy" (Blanche Wiesen Cook); "Women i n  t h e  St rugg le  f o r  a  New E l  
Salvador"  (Mar ia de Lourdes); "The Free South A f r i c a  Movement: Seiz ing t h e  
Momentn ( S y l v i a  H i l l ) ;  "On D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  FeminismH (Barbara Ehrenreich);  
"Repor t  from Nairobi1'  ( E d i t h  Ba l lan tyne)  ; p l u s  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  o f  WILPF 
members, and poe t r y  by Carolyn Forche, Bern ice Reagon, Adrienne Rich, Audre 
Lorde , Mer ide l  LeSueur , and Sonia Sanchez. 



Refugee Reports v.6, no.5, May 24, 1985: spec ia l  i ssue on the  concerns o f  
re fugee  women. Guest ed.: Nancy Rindner. $75. S ing le  copy: i n q u i r e .  
Refugee Reports, A P r o j e c t  o f  t h e  American Council f o r  Na t i ona l  i t i e s  Service, 
Sunbe l t  F u l f i l l m e n t  Services, P.O. Box 41094, Nashv i l l e ,  TN 37204. ( I ssue  
examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Refugee Women: A Forgo t ten  M a j o r i t y "  (Nancy Rindner); 
"Roundtable on Refugee Women Held i n  Geneva1' (Anna Mary Por tz ) ;  "Nat iona l  
P r o j e c t  B u i l d s  Refugee Women I s  Independence"; "Cambodian Women' s  P r o j e c t  i n  
New York"; "Refugee Mothers and Daughters: Plans and Aspi rat ions1 '  ( R i t a  
Simon); "Na i rob i  Conference on Women's Decade t o  Consider Refugee Issues";  
"Refugee and D isp laced Women i n  Film." 

Teaching Soc io logy  v.12, n0.3, A p r i l  1985: "Sex and Gender." Guest eds.: 
Marc ia T e x l e r  Segal, Cather ine White Berheide. $25 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $54 ( ins t . ) .  
S i n g l e  copy: i nqu i re .  Sage Pub l i ca t i ons ,  Inc., 275 South Bever ly  Dr., Bever ly  
 hill^, CA 90212. ( I ssue  examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Teaching Sex and Gender: A Decade o f  Experience1' 
(Cather ine  Whi te Berheide and H a r c i a  Tex le r  Segal); "Teaching Sex and Gender 
i n  Socio logy:  I nco rpo ra t i ng  t h e  Perspec t ive  o f  Women o f  Color" (Esther  Ngan- 
L i n g  Chow); "Resistances t o  Feminis t  Analys isn (Mary Jo N e i t z ) ;  " A  Computer 
Game Ca l l ed  'Sex Roles ' "  (Kim M. King);  "Teaching Sex Roles: A Classroom 

* S t ra tegy "  ( J e f f r e y  C. Chin). 

CEASED PUBLICATION 

C a t a l y s t  Media Review v.1, no.1, J u l y  1981-v.4, 110.4, 1985. Quar te r l y .  14 
Eas t  6 0 t h  St., New York, NY 10022. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  from pub l i she r )  

S u b t i t l e d  "an annotated mediagraphy on ca ree r  and f a m i l y  issues ," t h e  
C a t a l y s t  Media Review prov ided a r a r e  s e r v i c e  t o  f e m i n i s t s  seeking n o n p r i n t  
resources. C a t a l y s t  s t a f f  reviewed f i l m s ,  v ideotapes, f i l m s t r i p s ,  and s l i d e  
programs on t o p i c s  such as career  p lanning and development, ca ree r  
t r a n s 1  t i o n s ,  f l e x i b l e  work schedules, shared parent ing,  etc., and wro te  
d e s c r i p t i v e  and eva lua t i ve  annota t ions  f o r  t h e  Review. For each p roduc t i on  
r e v 1  ewed, t h e  pub1 i c a t i o n  inc luded such hard-to-come-by i n f o r m a t i o n  as 
d l  r e c t o r ,  d i s t r i b u t o r ,  format , pr i ce ,  and prod t ic t ion  date. Back issues  a r e  
s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  from Cata lyst .  

Lammas L i t t l e  Review 1981-1985. 321 Seventh St. , S.E., Washington, DC 20003. 
~ l n f o r m a t i o n  from Annotated Guide t o  Women's P e r i o d i c a l s  i n  t h e  Un i ted  Sta tes  
and Canada May 1985; Lammas Bookstore) 

Edi ted '  by Susanna J. S tura is ,  s t a f f  member a t  t h e  Lammas f e m i n i s t  
books tore  in Washington, DC , the-lammas L i  ttl e Review prov ided succi  n c t  , 
f e m i n i s t  eva lua t i ons  o f  new books, w i t h  an emphasis on t i t l e s  from f e m i n i s t  
smal l  presses. As a bookstore worker, S t u r g i s  had a knack f o r  s e l e c t i n g  
t i t l e s  impor tan t  t o  a f e m i n i s t  readership. She a lso  wrote t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
rev iews,  w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y  and a g race fu l  s t y l e .  S t u r g i s  r e c e n t l y  l e f t  Lammas 
t o  seek her  fo r tune as a w r i t e r .  Disappointed Lammas readers should keep an 
eye o u t  f o r  he r  f i r s t  book. 



ITEmS OF NOTE 
The NATIONAL WOMEN'S HISTORY PROJECT o f f e r s  a f i f t y - two-page ca ta log  f u l l  o f  
resources f o r  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  1986 Nat ional  Women's H i s t o r y  Week. Beginning 
w i t h  c u r r i c u l  um m a t e r i a l s  f o r  elementary and secondary l e v e l s ,  t he  ca ta log  
a l s o  l i s t s  a v a r i e t y  o f  books f o r  younger and o l d e r  readers, re ference works, 
pos ters ,  and "an amazing assortment o f  marvelous mi s c e l l  any" (calendars, 
postcards,  plays, c o l o r i n g  books, h i s t o r i c a l  paper d o l l s ,  etc.). Contact: 
N a t i o n a l  Women's H i s t o r y  P ro jec t ,  P.O. Box 3716, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 (707- 
526-5974). 

The pub l i she rs  o f  t h e  A l t e r n a t i v e  Press Index now have a v a i l a b l e  t he  1985 LIST 
OF ALTERNATIVE AND RAD-h inc ludes  over  th ree  hundred 
p e r i o d i c a l s .  Send $2.00 t o  The A l t e r n a t i v e  Press Center, P.O. Box 33109, 
Dept. L, Bal t imore,  MD 21218. 

I S  MENTORING THE KEY TO SUCCESS?, t h e  proceedings o f  t he  1984 Annual 
'Conference o f  Wisconsin Women i n  Higher  Education Admin is t ra t ion ,  i nc ludes  t h e  
keynote address by K e l v i e  Comer and Carole Gar r ison  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Akron, synopses o f  round- table groups and panel presentat ions,  and a se lec ted  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  on t h e  top ic .  The proceedings a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $3.00 from t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  Women, 1802 Van H ise  H a l l ,  1220 Linden Dr ive,  Madison, W I  53706; 
checks should be made payable t o  WWHEA. 

Research from t h e  CENTER FOR TWENTIETH CENTURY STUDIES a t  UW-Milwaukee i s  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  made a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  form o f  WORKING 
PAPERS. Th is  f a l l ,  t h e  pos tdoc tora l  research center ,  which focuses on t h e  
s t u d y o f  contemporary c u l t u r e  from a humanit ies perspect ive,  o f f e r s  among i t s  
t i t l e s :  "Female Grotesques: Carn iva l  and Theory ," by Mary Russo; " A  Desi re o f  
One's Own: Psychoanaly t ic  Feminism a n d - I n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  Space," by Jess ica  
Benjamin; and "'Scenes o f  an I n d e l i c a t e  Character ' :  The Medical 'T rea tnent '  o f  
V i c t o r i a n  Women," by Mary Poovey. Papers a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $1.75 each from 
t h e  Center f o r  Twent ie th  Century Studies, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 
P.O. Box 413, Milwaukee, W I  53201. 

UK)fn€N'S STUDIES 
Three new b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  a re  now a v a i l a b l e  i n  the con t i nu ing  ser ies ,  

"Wisconsin B i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  Women's Studies." "Fi lms and Videotapes About 
Women," compi led by Margaret Hohenstein (Women's Studies B ib l iographer ,  UW- 
P l a t t e v i  l l e ) ,  1 i s t s  f i l m s  and videotapes produced o r  re leased from 1980 t o  
1984. Each c i t a t i o n  g ives the  t i t l e ,  year,  formats ava i l ab le ,  leng th ,  
d i s t r i b u t o r ,  p roducer /d i rec to r ,  a review, and source o f  t he  review. A s u b j e c t  
index  and l i s t  o f  addresses f o l l o w  t h e  f i lmography. "Books t o  Change a 
Woman's L i f e :  Sel f -Help Pub l i sh ing  i n  t h e  'E ight ies,"  by Susan E. Searing, was 
compi led t o  accompany Searing's survey a r t i c l e  o f  the same t i t l e ,  which 
appeared i n  t he  Summer 1985 issue o f  FC. "Femin is t  Shakespeare C r i t i c i s m :  A 
S e l e c t i v e  Bi bl iography," compiled by x t h  Schauer (Professor  o f  Engl ish, UW- 
Whi tewater )  , 1 i s t s  books, a r t i c l e s ,  and p e r i o d i c a l s  i n  t h e  fast -growing f i e 1  d 



o f  f e m i n i s t  Shakespeare c r i  t i c i sm.  Schauer p rev ious l y  reviewed th ree  o f  these 
works i n  t he  F a l l  1983 i ssue  of FC. These and o t h e r  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  t h e  
s e r i e s  ( t h i r t y - n i n e  i n  a l l )  a re  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  charge from: UW System 
Women's Studies L i b r a r i a n ,  112A Memorial L i b r a r y ,  728 S ta te  St.,  Madison, W I  
53706. 

BOOK REVIEUS 
NINETE~NTH-CENTURY commuNInes OF 
SINGLE WOMEN IN BRITAIN AND THE US. 
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America: The Generat ions o f  1780-1840. New Haven: Yale U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 
1984. 285p. index. $22.50, ISBN 0-300-03164-5. LC 84-3524. 

V ic inus ,  Martha. Independent Women: Work and Community f o r  S ing le  Women, 
1850-1920. Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago Press, 1985. 396p. ill. Index. 
~ S B N  0-226-85567-8. LC 84-16158. 

For  most o f  human h i s t o r y ,  a woman's "placen has been i n  t h e  home, her  
p r imary  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  determined by he r  r e l a t i o n  t o  her  f a t h e r  o r  husband, o r  
a t  t imes t o  a church comnunity. An a d u l t  Independent s i n g l e  woman has been a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  terms. She has represented an a b e r r a t i o n  o r  a f a i l u r e  o f  
normal s o c i a l  processes. 

Ye t  ever  s i nce  t h e  b i r t h  o f  modern feminism i n  t h e  l a s t  century,  one o f  
t h e  major themes o f  women's s t r u g g l e  fa r  e q u a l i t y  has been t h e  c a l l  f o r  
economic independence and t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i v e  ou ts ide  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  church 
o r  a male f a m i l y  member -- t o  have 1200 a year  and a room o f  one's own." For 
a woman t o  choose t o  be s i n g l e  was and 1s a,radical  act. 

Martha V i c inus  and Lee V i r g i n i a  Chambers-Schill e r  have w r i t t e n  new books 
o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  m idd le -c lass  s i n g l e  women i n  England and America i n  t h e  l a s t  
century.  These works shed l i g h t  on how and when women came t o  fo rmula te  t h e i r  
new ideas o f  "independence," o r  ' s i ng le  blessedness" (Chambers-Schil l e r ,  
p.10), t o  dec la re  " l i b e r t y ,  a b e t t e r  husband," and t o  a c t u a l l y  c rea te  t h e  new 
communities and i n s t i  t u t i o n s  t h a t  a1 lowed women t o  1 i v e  successful  l y  ou ts ide  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  fami ly .  

Using t h e  " w r l t l n g s  o f  more than one hundred nor theas tern  sp ins te rs "  (p.3) 
b o r n  between 1780 and 1840, Chambers-Schil l e r  t r aces  the circumstances t h a t  
1 ed t o  t he  growth o f  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  nor theas tern  women who d i d  no t  marry. 
She then descr ibes t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and i d e a l s  o f  these women, s o c i a l  c r i t i c s '  
comments about them, and j u s t  how these women l i v e d  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

Ove ra l l ,  t h e  p ropo r t i on  o f  sp ins te rs  i n  t h e  American popu la t ion  grew i n  
t h e  n ine teen th  century  from a few percent  around 1800 t o  around eleven percent  
a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. The phenomenon was concentrated among p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  
c lasses  and i n  s p e c i f i c  p a r t s  o f  t he  country.  I n  t h e  extreme case, i n  1870 i n  
Massachusetts, twenty- three percent  o f  na t ive-born  women were sp ins te rs .  



Chambers-Schil ler discusses t h e  reasons f o r  these t rends:  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  
men t o  t he  west; t h e  h a b i t  o f  sending daughters t o  work ou ts ide  t h e  home, and 
hence t o  l e a r n  how t o  suppor t  themselves; t h e  "thraldom" (p.47) o f  antebel lum 
marr iage.  These women c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  goals o f  autonomy, lndependence, 
and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y .  They watched t h e l r  s i s t e r s  and f r i ends  marry and 
c l e a r l y  recorded t h e l r  own choices t o  remain s ing le .  They a l so  f e l t  t h e  
st igma o f  s o c i a l  d isapproval  o f  t h e i r  spinsterhood, and i n  response voiced new 
i d e a l s  o f  s e r v i c e  and vocat ion  f o r  s i n g l e  women. 

V i c i n u s  t e l l s  a somewhat s i m i l a r  s t o r y  o f  Eng l i sh  women. She descr ibes 
t h e  demographic pa t te rns  o f  m id -V i c to r i an  England t h a t  caused male 
commentators t o  see s i n g l e  women as "redundant," and t h a t  prompted these women 
t o  a s s e r t  a  p o s i t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e l r  singleness. She focuses e s p e c i a l l y  
on t h e  vocat ions and r e s i d e n t i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  a l lowed the new communities 
o f  s i n g l e  women t o  su rv i ve  -- t h e  nurs ing  hosp i ta l s ,  women's co l leges ,  
board ing  schools,  and se t t lement  houses t h a t  became "woman c o n t r o l  l e d  space" 
(p.7). These i n s t i t u t i o n s  prospered i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  century  and made 
i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  younger women t o  choose t o  l i v e  ou ts ide  o f  marriage. V i c i nus  
concludes w i t h  a d iscuss ion  o f  t h e  re1 a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  ideas and p r a c t i c e  
o f  t h e  prewar s u f f r a g e t t e  movement and t h e  new communities o f  s i n g l e  women. 
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Both  books d iscuss  i n  g rea t  d e t a i l  t h e  s t rengths,  t h e  i r o n i e s ,  and t h e  
weaknesses o f  these new communities and soc ia l  forms. Perhaps most p a i n f u l  
f o r  us today i s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  these e a r l y  f e m i n i s t s  recrea ted  many o f  
what we migh t  c a l l  " s e x i s t n  i dea l s  o f  woman's p roper  ro le .  Women were s t i l l  
i n  charge o f  nu r tu r i ng ,  c a r i n g  f o r  s o c i e t y ' s  ou tcas ts  and problems. They were 
s t i l l  expected t o  s a c r i f i c e  themselves -- i n  t h i s  case t o  t h e  community good. 
They were expected t o  be feminine, t o  abhor d i sp lays  o f  ambi t ion and 
competence, t o  be more moral and s p i r i t u a l  t han  men. V i c inus  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
t h e i r  " f r e e l y  chosen c h a s t i t y n  was "empoweringn (p.291). Nevertheless, i t  
a l s o  l i m i t e d  t h e  worlds i n  which these women cou ld  l i v e .  They had t o  r e j e c t  
heterosexual  r e l a t i o n s ,  and even pephaps -- though bo th  authors p o i n t  o u t  t h e  
ev idence i s  s l  i m  -- o v e r t l y  homosexual re la t i onsh ips .  They had t o  f o rbea r  
hav ing  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e l r  own, and they were f r e q u e n t l y  estranged from t h e i r  
own fam i l i es .  These a re  no t  happy cholces. 

And as bo th  V ic inus  and Chambers-Schil ler document, t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  
t hese  new r o l e s  f o r  women u l t i m a t e l y  t o r e  t h e  communities apart. By t h e  t u r n  
o f  t h e  century  i n  both count r ies ,  popu la r  l i t e r a t u r e  discussed the i nna te  
sexual na tu re  o f  women and men, and labe led  t h e  s ing le ,  c e l i b a t e  woman 
abnormal. I n  t h e  years a f t e r  World War I, the f i r s t  wave o f  feminism d ied  
a f t e r  s u f f r a g e  was achieved i n  both t h e  U.S. and England. The women's 
movement s p l i t  over t h e  advocacy o f  p r o t e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  -- most o f  which 
was aimed a t  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic problems o f  marr ied, and t o  a l a r g e  
e x t e n t ,  working-class women. A r t i c u l a t e ,  twent ie th -century  middle-c lass women 
d i d  no t  choose t o  remain s ing le .  And as they marr ied, they r e t r e a t e d  from t h e  
i d e a l s  of c a r e e r  and economic lndependence t h a t  had i n s p i r e d  t h e i r  n ine teenth-  
c e n t u r y  forebears. I n  such a context ,  as bo th  authors demonstrate, t h e  
schools  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e r  generat ions had b u i l t  became places 
t o  s top  i n  t h e  course o f  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  -- n o t  permanent communities t o  j o i n  
f o r  l i f e .  



As a resul t ,  i t  has fallen t o  the second wave of feminism to t ry  t o  
reasser t  women's demands for autonomy and economic independence -- whether 
within or outside the context of marriage and the family. Structural economic 
and demographic changes again under1 i e  the situation. As la te  as 1940, the 
labor force participation rate  for married women was only sixteen percent; for 
married women wlth children under s ix,  i t  stood a t  eleven percent in 1948. By 
1982, fifty-two percent of married women worked; forty-nine percent of 
married women w i t h  children under six were employed. The career patterns of 
women are f a s t  approximating those of men. And wmen are demanding ful l  
economic equality with men. 

Nevertheless, we know there are s t i l l  vast inequalities. The popular 
press i s  f i l l e d  wlth ar t ic les  discussing the situation of the working woman 
who must juggle her j o b  and her family responsibilities. Pay equity i s  a 
major problem. Vicinus' and Chambers-Schiller's books on nineteenth-century 
single women reveal many of the constraints that  women have faced in the i r  
struggle for equality and autonomy. I learned a great deal about just how 
much the nineteenth-century "independent women" achieved, and yet why their  
communities and ideas are no longer suitable for most m e n  today. Those 
women gave up traditional marriage and family t o  achieve independence. I t  

, remains t o  be seen whether our  and future generations can have b o t h  a t  once. 

-- Margo A. Conk 

[Mar o A. Conk i s  Director of the Center for Women's Studies a t  the University 
of W 9 sconsin-Milwaukee. For the 1985-86 academic year, she has an appointment 
as Mather Visiting Professor of History a t  Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio.] 
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The books reviewed here are a welcome addition t o  the growing body of 
research on women's work. Together, they focus attention on matters long 
ignored in labor history and industrial sociology: the feminization of 
c ler ica l  work, the power relationships between men and women in white-collar 
employment, the automation of the office wrkplace, and the strategies of 
of f ice  workers themselves. 



Scholars concerned w i t h  the  h i s t o r y  o f  c l e r i c a l  work have lona awaited the  
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Margery Davies' ~oman';-;la;~ I s  ;;it;ed~;pewriter~ Davies' 
e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e  by t h e  same t i t T e ,  o r  g  na y  pu s  e  n  Radical America and 
l a t e r  r e p r i n t e d  i n  several antholouies,  i s  f r e w e n t l  Y c i  t e d b v i a n s  
and women's s tud ies  scholars. w he-book-length 'study- analyzesv the  fem in i za t i on  
and reo rgan iza t i on  o f  c l e r i c a l  work from 1870 t o  1930. This  was t h e  per iod  
when o f f i c e  work was transformed from a  s k i l l e d  male occupation t o  a  d e s k i l l e d  
female occupation. 

I n  t he  e a r l y  n ine teenth  century, most c l e r k s  were men. The o rgan iza t i on  
o f  o f f i c e  work al lowed the  male c l e r k  t o  develop s k i l l s  and t o  i d e n t i f y  as a  
s k i l l e d  craftsman. The t y p i c a l  male c l e r k  handled many phases o f  an 
assignment and o f t e n  had a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o r  managerial r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  A f t e r  
master ing  t h e  business, many c l e r k s  went on t o  own and operate t h e i r  own 
f i n s .  

A f t e r  1870, economic forces l e d  t o  both t h e  fem in i za t i on  and the  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c l e r i c a l  work. Wi th  t h e  r a p i d  growth and conso l i da t i on  o f  
c a p i t a l i s t  en te rp r i ses  and government agencies i n  t h e  l a t e  n ineteenth century, 
t h e  need f o r  recordkeepi ng and correspondence expanded drama t i c a l  l y .  Th is  

, r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  increase i n  t h e  demand f o r  c l e r i c a l  labor.  
Employers h i  red women because they provided a  cheap and li t e r a t e  l a b o r  supply. 
Having augmented t h e  number o f  c l e r i c a l  workers, they  then sought t o  
s t rengthen managerial c o n t r o l  over t h e  burgeoning work fo rce  by reorgan iz ing  
t h e  o f f i c e  l a b o r  process. Complex o f f i c e  tasks were broken down i n t o  
r o u t i n i z e d  tasks, thus cheapening t h e  cos ts  o f  c l e r i c a l  labor.  

Davies documents how t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t ypewr i t e r  a ided i n  t h i s  
process. Wi th  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  1880, 
i t  became poss ib le  t o  d i v i d e  up and rea l  l o c a t e  t h e  var ious components o f  what 
had p rev ious l y  been t h e  male c l e r k ' s  job. The new machine a lso  f a c i l i t a t e d  
t h e  femin iza t ion  o f  o f f i c e  work. Because t ypewr i t e rs  were not  y e t  i d e n t i f i e d  
w i t h  e i t h e r  gender, "women h i r e d  t o  operate them were no t  met by t h e  argument 
t h a t  they were employed a t  'men's' machines'or encroaching on 'men's work"' 
(p.170). 

Davies'  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  fem in i za t i on  and reorgan iza t ion  o f  o f f i c e  work 
makes an impor tan t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to l a b o r  h i s t o r y  and women's studies. The 
pr imary  weakness o f  t h e  book l i e s  i n  i t s  oversimplification o f  o f f i c e  workers' 
behavior. Davies charac ter izes  t h e  l a t e  nineteenth- and e a r l y  twent ie th -  
c e n t u r y  c l e r i c a l  worker as a  passive employee, t h e  v i c t i m  o f  managerial 
designs and p o l i c i e s .  By cont ras t ,  Roslyn Feldberg's research documents the  
fa r - reach ing  organ iz ing  i n i t i a t i v e s  o f  female c l e r i c a l  workers between 1900 
and 1920. (1 )  Rather than assume t h a t  o f f i c e  workers were un iversa l  v i c t ims  
o f  managerial p o l i c i e s ,  researchers need to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  cond i t ions  t h a t  
shaped women's a c t i v e  responses t o  work. 

Crompton and Jones' White C o l l a r  P r o l e t a r i a t  examines d e s k i l l  i n g  and 
gender i n  t h ree  contemporary B r i t i s h  f i rms:  a  government agency, an insurance 
company, and a  bank. The authors f i n d  t h a t  t h e  computer d e s k i l l s  much o f  
c l e r i c a l  work. The work content  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  computer-related jobs i s  
r o u t i n i z e d  and r e p e t i t i v e .  Some h igh l y  s k i l l e d  jobs do emerge w i t h  
automation, such as t h e  occupations o f  computer programmer and systems 
ana lys t .  These jobs command good ra tes  o f  pay and e x c e l l e n t  promotion 



o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  However, they  represent  bu t  a smal l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  jobs  
c rea ted  o r  a f f e c t e d  by computer izat ion.  

Men f i l l  most o f  t h e  w h i t e - c o l l a r  p ro fess iona l  and managerial jobs  i n  
Crompton and Jones' sample, wh i l e  women a r e  concentrated i n  t h e  c l e r i c a l  
occupat ions. The authors contend t h a t  men's m o b i l i t y  w i t h i n  w h i t e - c o l l a r  
employment r e s t s  on t h e  con t i nu ing  subo rd ina t i on  o f  women. The success o f  
t hose  who seek promotion depends upon t h e  presence o f  a  l a r g e  pool o f  
"unpromotables" -- t h e  vas t  m a j o r i t y  o f  whom are women. Even i f  o n l y  a ve ry  
smal l  m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a r g e  numbers o f  women i n  c l e r i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a c t i v e l y  
seek and g a i n  promotion, t h e  male ca ree r  s t r u c t u r e  cou ld  be s e r i o u s l y  
threatened. 

What a re  t h e  obstac les t o  promotion f o r  women? I n  Crompton and Jones' 
assessment, t h e  p r imary  obs tac le  l i e s  i n  women's own behavior. T h e i r  argument 
i s  t h a t  women's f a m i l y  commitments and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
them t o  acqu i re  pos t -en t ry  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  t o  accumulate long  unbroken years  
o f  work experience, and t o  app ly  f o r  jobs  t h a t  r e q u i r e  geographic m o b i l i t y .  
The authors do acknowledge t h a t  s o c i e t a l  and employer d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a l s o  
p l a y s  a r o l e  i n  r e l e g a t i n g  women t o  low- leve l  c l e r i c a l  pos i t ions .  
Never theless,  Crompton and Jones conclude t h a t  t h e  pr imary  exp lana t i on  f o r  sex ' segrega t i on  l i e s  w i t h  women's l a c k  o f  promotable q u a l i t i e s .  

T h i s  conc lus ion  i s  problematic.  Other  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have demonstrated 
t h a t  even a f t e r  one accounts f o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  work h i s t o r i e s  and 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  men and women, t h e r e  remains a l a r g e  gap between t h e i r  
s a l a r i e s  and promotional h i s t o r i e s  which can o n l y  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  (2)  S ince Crompton and Jones do no t  employ t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  
procedures necessary t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  employer d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
f rom t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  employee c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  on women's promotional pa t te rns ,  
t h e i r  conc lus ions  a re  suspect. 

Crompton and Jones end on an o p t i m i s t i c  note. They f i n d  t h a t  t h e  younger 
women i n  t h e i r  s tudy a r e  more career-or iented,  more q u a l i f i e d ,  and more 
w i l l i n g  t o  take on promotion than young women o f  e a r l i e r  generations. But  as 
women g a i n  t h e  necessary q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  promotion, t hey  may f i n d  t h a t  
t h e i r  newly acqu i red  s k i l l s  a re  redundant. Su rp r i s i ng l y ,  Crompton and Jones 
pay  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  paradox. A f t e r  c a r e f u l l y  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  t r e n d  
towards automation and d e s k i l l i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  book, t h e  authors 
l a r g e l y  i g n o r e  these f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  gender i n  t h e  o f f i c e .  To 
be f a i r ,  t h e y  do emphasize t h a t  men's m o b i l i t y  a t  work depends on t h e  
cont inued ex i s tence  o f  middle-1 eve1 jobs, j obs  t h a t  a r e  threatened by 
automation. But  when a t t e n t i o n  i s  tu rned t o  women's m o b i l i t y ,  t h e  authors 
f ocus  on changes i n  women's own a t t i t u d e s ,  commitments, and s k i l l s .  It w i l l  
do women l i t t l e  good t o  acqu i re  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and s k i l l s  necessary f o r  
promot ion I f  midd le  l e v e l  jobs  have been rep laced by machines. 

The experience o f  female c l e r i c a l  workers i s  t h e  focus o f  Roberta 
Goldberg 's  Organ iz ing  Women O f f i c e  Workers. Goldberg begins w i t h  a h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  bes t  k n f e r i c a l  workers, 9  t o  5. 9  t o  5 was 
founded i n  1973 by  a group o f  f e m i n i s t s  i n  Boston. By 1980, twelve 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  c l e r i c a l  workers were a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  9 t o  5. Over i t s  s h o r t  
h i s t o r y ,  9  t o  5 has chal lenged sex d i sc r im ina t i on ,  age d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  
and s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s ,  and u n f a i r  pay and working cond i t i ons  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  



workplace. An o v e r r i d i n g  goal o f  t he  o rgan i za t i on  i s  t o  ga in  r i g h t s  and 
respec t  f o r  c l e r l c a l  workers on the job. Educat ional p ro jec ts ,  media events, 
r a l l i e s ,  and d i r e c t  a c t i o n  campaigns ta rge ted  a t  s p e c i f i c  companies a re  t h e  
c e n t r a l  s t r a t e g i e s  through which 9 t o  5 organizes i t s  membership. Most 
r e c e n t l y ,  9 t o  5 has added u n i o n i z a t i o n  t o  i t s  s t ra teg ies .  I n  1981, 9 t o  5 
j o i n e d  w i t h  t he  Serv ice Employees I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union t o  form Local 925, a 
un ion  committed t o  merging t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  feminism and t rade unionism. 

Goldberg a t t r i b u t e s  the growth o f  t he  working women's movement t o  t h e  
nega t i ve  impact o f  o f f i c e  automation and reo rgan i za t i on  on the  qua1 i ty of 
work. I n  h e r  In-de t h  s tudy o f  Ba l t imore  Working Women ( t h e  Ba l t imore  
a f f i l i a t e  o f  9 t o  5!, Goldberg f i n d s  pervasive d i s s a t i r f a c t i o n  over  pay, j o b  
s e c u r i t y ,  and working cond i t i ons  among t h e  membership. C l e r i c a l s '  d i scon ten t  
w i  t h  work, Goldberg argues, t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  t h r e e  types o f  consciousness: j o b  
consciousness, femi n i s t  consclousness, and c l a s s  consciousness. 

Almost a l l  o f  t h e  women in te rv iewed revea l  a s t rong j o b  consciousness -- 
an awareness o f  shared problems w i t h  o the r  c l e r i c a l  workers i n  s i m i l a r  j o b  
s e t t i n g s .  T h e i r  express ion o f  f e m i n i s t  and c l a s s  consclousness i s  more mixed, 
however. Most o f  t h e  respondents agree t h a t  male dominance and t h e  ideo logy  
o f  sexism c o n t r i  bu te  t o  women's subordi  nat ion.  However, some women a1 so 

A 
emphasize t h e l r  d e s i r e  t o  be t r e a t e d  " l i k e  a lady." Goldberg argues t h a t  
because many o f  these o f f i c e  workers d e s i r e  e q u a l i t y  i n  one p a r t  o f  t h e l r  
l i v e s  b u t  no t  i n  another, they f a i l  t o  embody t h e  essence o f  f e m i n i s t  
consclousness. The respondents a l so  f a l l  shor t ,  Goldberg judges, i n  t h e i r  
express ion  o f  c l ass  consciousness. The c l e r i c a l  workers do ma in ta in  a s t rong  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  o the r  working women both i n  and o u t  o f  . the c l e r l c a l  f i e l d .  
Much weaker, however, a re  t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  male workers, t h e i r  
pe rcep t i on  o f  t h e  employer as an enduring opponent, and t h e i r  v i s i o n  o f  an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  -- a l l  impor tan t  components o f  c l a s s  
consciousness as de f ined  by Goldberg. 

The s t r e n g t h  o f  Organiz ing Women Of-f ice Workers l i e s  i n  i t s  c a r e f u l  
documentat ion o f  women's own experience o f  work, a r a r i t y  i n  t h e  research on 
c l e r i c a l  workers. I was d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  however, - w i t h  ~ o l h b e r g ' s  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  women's consciousness. Goldberg s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  c l e r i c a l  
workers "saw connect ions between t h e l r  work and f a m i l y  ro les ,  t he  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
t h e  o f f i c e  and t h e  r o l e  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  i n  t h e  workplace, and the  o v e r a l l  
advantage both t o  c a p i t a l i s t s  and t o  i n d i v i d u a l  male employers o f  h i r i n g  women 
i n  low- leve l  p o s i t i o n s "  (pp.125-126). Yet she concludes t h a t  c l e r l c a l  workers 
l a c k  t h e  essence o f  f e m i n i s t  and c lass  consciousness. Perhaps my o b j e c t i o n  
r e s t s  w i t h  her  f ragmentat ion o f  women's experience i n t o  th ree  types o f  
consciousness, two o f  which were o r i g i n a l l y  developed t o  descr ibe men's 
experience. As c o n t r a d i c t o r y  phenomena, women's a t t l t u d e s  and behavior  o f t e n  
f a i l  t o  conform t o  neat, t h e o r e t i c a l  constructs .  Why no t  s imply use t h e  
concept  o f  Wconsciousness,Y and then descr ibe  t h e  class, gender, and race- 
e t h n i c  dimensions o f  women's experience i n  a1 1 t h e i r  complex1 t y ?  

These books make an impor tan t  and long overdue c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  
research  on women's work. Not o n l y  do t h e i r  analyses extend our  knowledge o f  
t h e  h i s t o r y  and soc ia l  o rgan i za t i on  o f  o f f i c e  work bu t  they a lso  document 
women's own reac t i ons  and a t t l t u d e s  towards work. We need t o  know much more 



about t h e  occupation t h a t  employs more working women than any other. These 
scho la rs  have provided us w i t h  an important  beginning. 

-- Cynthia Costel l o  

[Cynth ia Cos te l l o  i s  a f e l l o w  a t  t h e  Russel l  Sage Foundation. She i s  
c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  a book on c l e r i c a l  work and c l e r i c a l  workers t e n t a t i v e l y  
e n t i t l e d  "On t h e  Frontn: Women's Work i n  the  Insurance Industry.]  
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Women's s tud ies  f a c u l t y  and o ther  femi n i s t  a c t i v i s t s  on an increas ing 
number o f  campuses a re  i n i t i a t i n g  p r o j e c t s  t o  transform the l i b e r a l  a r t s  
c u r r i c u l  um through inco rpo ra t i on  o f  the  new scho larsh ip  on women. Th is  
movement began i n  the  seventies w i t h  the  funding o f  several major  p ro jec ts  a t  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Arizona, Montana State Un ive rs i t y ,  We1 l e s l e y  College, 
Wheaton College, the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maine a t  Orono, and o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
The movement has s ince p r o l i f e r a t e d  through both regional  e f f o r t s  and 
i n t e r n a l l y  funded pro jec ts ,  and has produced an impressive l i t e r a t u r e .  There 
a r e  essays on the imp l i ca t i ons  o f  f e m i n i s t  scholarship f o r  t rans format ion  o f  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  such as those i n  the Wellesley College Center f o r  
Research on Women's Working Paper Ser ies ( I ) ,  and i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  ed i ted  by 



Sherman and Beck ( 2 ) ,  Langland and Gove ( 3 ) .  Fowlkes and McClure ( 4 )  and 
v Spender ( 5 ) .  There a re  a1 so c o l l  e c t i o n s  o f  f a c u l t y  development ma te r i a l s ,  

b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  o r  s y l l a b i  from p r o j e c t s ,  such as those by Lauter  ( 6 ) .  
0' Donne11 and Shaver ( 7 ) .  and Schmi t z  (8) .  And t h e r e  a r e  now a number o f  
books focus ing  on how t o  design, develop and support  a cur r i cu lum 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p ro jec t .  I n  t h i s  revlew, I have chosen t o  focus on fou r  new 
sources i n  t h e  l a s t  category. 

The f i r s t  o f  these sources, Toward a Balanced Curr lculum, i s  a comp i l a t i on  
o f  resources from t h e  Wheaton Col lege Balanced Curr lcu lum Pro jec t ,  a three-  
y e a r  comprehenslve f a c u l t y  development e f f o r t  t h a t  culminated i n  a conference 
h e l d  i n  June 1983. Designed t o  share t h e  experiences and resources o f  Wheaton 
and o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  w i t h  f a c u l t y  and admin i s t ra to rs  from s l x t y  postsecondary 
i n s t i  t u t l o n s  , the  conference brought  together  many p r a c t i  t i o n e r s  and scho la rs  
f rom around t h e  count ry  t o  d iscuss t h e  c e n t r a l  issues o f  cu r r i cu lum 
t rans format ion .  

P a r t  I o f  t h e  volume Inc ludes  the  ac tua l  conference proceedings. 
Presenta t ions  by Cathar ine Stimpson on t h e  quest ions and paradigms t h a t  have 
emerged i n  wmen's s tud ies  scho la rsh ip  and teaching, and by Peggy McIntosh on 
i n t e r a c t i v e  phases o f  cu r r i cu lum change prov ide  conceptual frameworks f o r  

' p r o j e c t  leaders. These overvlew a r t i c l e s  a re  complemented by t h r e e  
d l  s c i p l  i n e - s p e c i f i c  papers on c u r r i c u l a r  change I n  t he  human1 t l e s  (Johnne l la  
B u t l e r ) ,  i n  t he  s o c i a l  sciences (Darlene Borov lak)  and I n  t he  na tu ra l  sciences 
(Bonnie Spanier). 

The Wheaton Col lege P r o j e c t  i s  descr ibed by Pres ident  A l i c e  Emerson, who 
d l  scusses the  c i  rcumstances t h a t  a1 1 owed Wheaton t o  undertake a comprehenslve 
c u r r i c u l u m  t rans fo rma t i on  p r o j e c t ;  by P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r  Bonnie Spanier, who 
rev iews t h e  p r o j e c t  impetus, design and r e s u l t s ;  and P r o j e c t  Eva lua tor  Martha 
T o l p l n ,  who, i n  one o f  t h e  volume's most use fu l  essays, prov ides an in -depth  
l o o k  a t  p r o j e c t  evaluat ion.  M a r i l y n  Schuster and Susan Van Dyne descr ibe  
common elements o f  cu r r i cu lum t rans format ion  p r o j e c t s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
models f o r  change. Reports on campus-based,projects a t  Montana S ta te  
U n i v e r s i t y  ( B e t t y  Schmltz) and Yale U n i v e r s i t y  (Nancy Co t t ) ,  a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  
p r o j e c t  between b lack  s tud ies  and women's s tud ies  based a t  Smlth Col lege and 
t h e  U n l v e r s i  t y  o f  i4assachusetts-Amhers t (Margo Cu l l  ey and Johnnel 1 a But1 e r )  , 
and the d i s c i p l  i r r e -spec i f i c  Reconstruct ing American L i t e r a t u r e  P r o j e c t  o f  t h e  
Femin is t  Press (Paul Lauter )  , as we l l  as more general pieces on t h e  , 

pedagogical  and pol 1 t i c a l  imp1 i c a t l o n s  o f  the cu r r i cu lum t rans format ion  
process by Frances Maher and JoAnn F r i t sche ,  enlarge t h e  scope o f  t h e  volume. 

The conference proceedings a lso  i nc lude  use fu l  presentat ions on general  
1 1 b r a r y  resources I n  women's s tudies,  by Sher r ie  5. Bergman; on resources I n  
b l a c k  women's s tud ies ,  by Janet Sims-Wood; on p r i o r 1  t i e s  o f  funding agencies, 
by F e l i c l a  Lynch; on b u i l d i n g  i n t e r n a l  support ,  by Paula Goldsmld; and on 
deve lop ing  resource networks, by David Savage. The book conta ins t h r e e  se ts  
o f  resources ( P a r t s  11-IV): Wheaton Col lege f a c u l t y  r e p o r t s  on t h e i r  
exper iences i n  working t o  t ransform courses i n  t e n  d i s c i p l i n e s ;  
b l  b l  iograph les ,  a d i r e c t o r y  o f  o the r  p r o j e c t s  and resources, and d e s c r i p t l o n s  
o f  d isc ip l ine-based p r o j e c t s  a t  Wheaton College; and desc r i p t i ons  o f  p r o j e c t s  
proposed by the  s i x t y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t t end ing  t h e  conference, coded f o r  
I n s t l  t u t l o n  and p r o j e c t  type. 



Toward a Balanced Curr icu lum i s  readable and easy t o  use: i t  f lows from 
t h e  general  t o  t h e  spec i f i c ,  from t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  t o  t he  p r a c t i c a l .  It 
presents  t h e  rocess o f  cu r r i cu lum t rans fo rma t i on  i n  i t s  e a r l y  stages as 
exemplary r a t  +Ti- e r  an d e f i n i t i v e  o r  comprehensive. The resources may n o t  be 
as advanced as some would hope, and many do n o t  r e f l e c t  a  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  
approach, b u t  they  do suggest beginning places f o r  f a c u l t y ,  and t h e  problems, 
as we l l  as t h e  successes, o f  cu r r i cu lum i n t e g r a t i o n .  

Toward Excel lence and Equ i ty ,  by JoAnn M. F r i  tsche, i s  unique among t h e  
works under rev iew here i n  l i n k i n g  cu r r i cu lum t rans format ion  i n  systemat ic  
ways t o  t h e  h i r i n g  and t e n u r i  ng o f  women and m i n o r i t i e s ,  and t o  t h e  r e v i s i o n  
o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  and prac t i ces .  It i s  designed t o  he lp  academic 
f e m i n i s t s ,  f a c u l t y ,  admin i s t ra to rs  and pro fess iona l  s ta f f  develop campus 
suppo r t  f o r  a  p r o j e c t  aimed a t  i n t e g r a t i n g  women's research, values and 
pe rspec t i ves  i n t o  t h e  cur r i cu lum,  and promoting e q u i t y  fo r  campus women. The 
handbook i s  based on F r i  t sche 's  experience d i r e c t i n g  two cu r r i cu lum 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maine a t  Orono: an i n t e r n a l  
f a c u l t y  development p ro jec t ,  and a reg1 onal p r o j e c t  i n v o l v i n g  seven o t h e r  
c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  bo th  p u b l i c  and p r i va te ,  o f  d i f f e r i n g  s i z e  and 
miSsion. 

A The handbook has s i x  chapters, a  shor t ,  unannotated b ib l i og raphy  o f  
re fe rences  and key resources, and appendices w i t h  eva lua t i on  instruments. The 
f i r s t  t h r e e  chapters p rov ide  d e t a i l e d  exp lanat ions  o f  t he  s teps t o  take  t o  
g a i n  f a c u l t y  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t  f o r  a  p i l o t  cur r i cu lum t rans format ion  
p r o j e c t ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and methods invo lved i n  imp1 ementing a 
h i g h  q u a l i t y  p r o j e c t ,  and suggest ions f o r  secur ing  backing f o r  eventual 
p r o j e c t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  i z a t i o n .  Case s tud ies  from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
il l u s t r a t e  p r i n c i p l e s  and s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  have worked i n  d i f f e r e n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  se t t i ngs .  These f i r s t  chapters a l so  inc lude worksheets t o  a i d  
i n  p lann ing  and decision-making, and l i s t s  o f  background readings. 

The second s e t  o f  chapters focuses on t h e  process o f  cu r r i cu lum 
t rans format ion .  I n  Chapter Four, JoAnn- F r i p c h e  and Deborah Pearlman prov ide  
an  overv iew of p r o j e c t  coo rd ina to rs '  experiences, fo l lowed by s i x  essays by 
t h e  coo rd ina to rs  themselves on t h e  r i s k s  and rewards o f  i n i t i a t i n g  p ro jec ts .  
I n  Chapter F ive,  f i v e  f a c u l t y  members r e p o r t  on t h e  responses o f  t h e i r  
s tuden ts  and col leagues t o  courses embodying f e m i n i s t  perspect ives. Chapter 
S i x  con ta ins  two essays by F r i t s c h e  on how cu r r i cu lum i n t e g r a t i o n  can f o s t e r  
change i n  t he  t o t a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and one by Pearlman on 
conceptual  and methodological  c h a l l  enges. 

Toward Exce l lence and E q u i t y  i s  a use fu l  resource. It assumes, f i r s t  o f  
a1 1, t h a t  t h e r e  a re  few f a c u l t y  and admin i s t ra to rs  who understand and suppor t  . . 
f e m i n i s t  values, and t h a t  those who do o f t e n  d o n ' t  ho ld  power i n  t he  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  The work then goes on t o  suggest ways t o  f o s t e r  involvement o f  
people who have n o t  p rev ious l y  seemed support ive. F r i t s c h e  and t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  authors p o i n t  o u t  repeatedly  t h a t  t h e  process o f  change i s  a very 
l o n g  one, and suggest p r o j e c t  designs and expec ta t ions  t h a t  a re  r e a l i s t i c  and 
p r a c t i c a l .  Whi le  t h e  ideas and s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  exce l len t ,  the d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
handbook i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  sec t ions  hampers the  reader 's  
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  ma te r i a l .  A more extensive overview a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c l  imate surrounding c u r r i c u l  um t ransformat ion 
p r o j e c t s ,  and o f  t h e  forms o f  res i s tance  f a c i  ng p r o j e c t  coord inators,  would 



have improved t h e  volume, as would a s t ronger  emphasis on mu1 t i c u l  t u r a l  
c u r r i c u l  um development. 

Uomen's Place i n  t h e  Academy prov ides t h e  most comprehensive framework t o  
da te  f o r  understandl  ng t h e  contex t  and process o f  c u r r i c u l  um t rans format ion .  
The theme f o r  t h e  eighteen-essay c o l l e c t i o n  i s  " t he  d i f f e r e n c e  i t  makes" t o  
have women i n  t h e  cur r i cu lum,  which i s  a lso  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t he  Smith Col lege 
c u r r i c u l  um t rans fo rma t i on  p r o j e c t  t h a t  in fo rms t h e  work o f  e d i t o r s  M a r i l y n  
Schuster  and Susan Van Dyne. The anthology i s  d i v i ded  i n t o  t h ree  major  pa r t s :  
t h e o r e t i c a l  d iscuss ions  about t h e  dynamics o f  redef in ing  t h e  core  l i b e r a l  a r t s  
c u r r i c u l  um; analyses o f  var ious  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  models f o r  f a c u l t y  development; 
and examinat ions o f  peda og i ca l  imp1 i ca t i ons .  A concluding resource s e c t i o n  I o f f e r s  gu ide l  i nes  f o r  sy labus redesign, and a d i s c i p l i  ne -spec i f i c  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  sources f o r  bo th  classroom use and teacher preparat ion.  The 
b i  b l  i ography and t h e  guidel  i n e s  have been f i e l d - t e s t e d  by Schuster and Van 
Dyne i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  con tex ts  and are  excel l e n t  resources f o r  
f a c u l t y  development. 

Schuster and Van Dyne s e t  t h e  tone f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  
i n t r o d u c t o r y  essay by a r t i c u l  a t i n g  a v i  s i o n  o f  t rans format ion  t h a t  con f ron ts  
d i f f i c u l t  issues such as i n s t i t u t i o n a l  misogyny, racism and homophobia. T h e i r  ' c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  volume inc lude  an assessment o f  what t a k i n g  women 
s e r i o u s l y  means i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  c l i m a t e  o f  h ighe r  education; a  conceptual model 
f o r  cu r r i cu lum t rans format ion  t h a t  b u i l d s  on e a r l i e r  work i n  t h e  f i e l d  (9);  an 
a n a l y s i s  o f  common elements and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  models o f  cu r r i cu lum 
i n t e g r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  ( r e v i s e d  from the1 r Wheaton Col lege conference 
p resen ta t i on ) ;  and a cons ide ra t i on  o f  t h e  woman-focused classroom and i t s  
changing terms o f  a u t h o r i t y .  They a lso  descr ibe  t h e  i n t e r n a l  ly- funded, 
i n t e r d i  s c i  p l i  nary  Smith Col lege f a c u l t y  development program which can serve as 
a model f o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  seeking low-budget s t r a t e g i e s  t o  begin cu r r i cu lum 
t rans format ion .  T h e i r  essays u n i f y  and in fo rm t h e  others i n  t h e  volume by 
d e s c r i b i n g  and il 1 u s t r a t i n g  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  paradigms under ly i  ng p a t r i a r c h a l  
c o n t r o l  o f  academe. 

Another major  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  anthology i s  t h e  group o f  essays 
d e s c r i b i n g  transformed courses by E la ine  :darks (humanit ies),  He1 en Longino 
( i n t r o d u c t o r y  phi losophy) ,  John S c h i l b  (American L i t e r a r y  Realism), J u d i t h  
Anderson and Stephen Grubman ( i n te rpe rsona l  communication), Greta Salem and 
Stephen Sharkey ( s o c i a l  sciences) and Sue Rosser ( I  n t roduc to ry  b io logy) .  Each 
o f  these essays considers t h e  issues i n  course recons t ruc t i on  and prov ides one 
o r  more exemplary s y l l a b i .  Marks' va luab le  ana l ys i s  o f  how women's s tud ies  
decons t ruc ts  t r a d i t i o n a l  humanit ies courses i s  appl i c a b l  e  t o  departments and 
courses throughout  t h e  c u r r i c u l  um. 

There are  o the r  impor tan t  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  volume. Two essays focus on 
t h e  meaning o f  educat ion fo r  women -- one by Susan Kirschner,  Jane Atk lnson 
and E l i zabe th  Arch assessing t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  outcomes o f  coeducat ion f o r  
women and men a t  Lewis and C la rk  College; and one by Jeanine E l l i o t t  on t h e  
changes i n  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  educat ion fo r  women a t  Stephens College. Essays by 
Margaret  Andersen and Johnnel 1  a But1 e r  address t h e  re1 a t i o n s h i  p  between b lack  
s t u d i e s  and women's s tudies,  Andersen from the  perspect ive of t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
movement, and B u t l e r  from t h e  perspec t ive  o f  a  unique f a c u l t y  development 
program. F i n a l l y ,  t he re  are pieces on campus-based and reg iona l  models f o r  
f a c u l t y  development ( B e t t y  Schmitz, Myra D inne rs te in  and Nancy Mairs);  on a 



na t iona l  f a c u l t y  development i n s t i t u t e  (Barbara Caruso and Katherine Lor ing) ;  
and on the  Wheaton College conference (Spanier). 

Each essay combines a t h e o r e t i c a l  perspect ive w l t h  p r a c t i c a l  suggestions. 
Together they provide a thorough assessment o f  the cu r ren t  s ta tus  o f  the  
movement t o  transform the l i b e r a l  a r t s  curr iculum. This volume has the added 
advantage o f  speaking t o  a broad audience o f  researchers, teachers, and 
p r o j e c t  leaders, as wel l  as t o  the segment o f  the educational community t h a t  
i s concerned about rev1 t a l  i z l  ng undergraduate education. 

I n t e g r a t i n g  Women's Studies i n t o  the  Curriculum: An Annotated 
B ib l iography,  by Susan Douglas Franzosa and Karen A. Mazza, i s  designed t o  
serve as a resource guide f o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and secondary schools invo lved i n  
c u r r i c u l  um In tegra t ion .  It contains 514 c i t a t i o n s ,  p r i m a r i l y  from the  years 
1976 t o  1983, grouped i n t o  n ine chapters: two general chapters w i t h  references 
t o  bibliographic studies and t o  issues and perspect ives i n  the women's s tud ies  
i n t e g r a t i o n  movement, and seven chapters corresponding t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  . 
d i s c 1  p l  i nary c lus ters .  The 1 a t t e r  inc lude 11 t e r a r y  stud1 es and w r i t i n g  ; 
science and techno1 ogy; q u a n t i t a t i v e  reason1 ng; h i  s tory;  f i n e  a r t s ;  ph i1  osophy 
and theology; and t h e  soc la l  sciences. Explanatory headnotes in t roduce t h e  
chapters, each o f  which gathers sources on women i n  the  profession, ' reconceptual i zing the d l  s c l  p l  lne, thematic studies ( o r  specia l  issues), and 
cu r r i cu lum s t ra teg ies .  A d l r e c t o r y  o f  sources provides addresses f o r  works 
n o t  l i s t e d  I n  ~ o o k s  I n  P r ln t .  

I n  compll 1 ng the  b i  b l i  ography, Franzosa and Mazza selected sources t h a t  
i l l u s t r a t e  biases as wel l  as those t h a t  a i d  i n  t h e  development o f  new 
perspect ives. One o f  the  book's s t rengths  i s  i t s  organizational framework, 
which a1 lows p r o j e c t  leaders and in te res ted  f a c u l t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  ma te r ia l s  i n  
s peci f l c  f i e l d s .  However, there  i s a1 so tremendous over lap between chapters, 
and a sub jec t  index o r  more extensive cross-referencing would have ass is ted 
readers i n  l o c a t i n g  useful  sources. 

Add i t iona l  weaknesses mar the  volume. About twenty percent o f  the 
c i t a t i o n s  are unannotated, and many o f  the  annotat ions are too b r l e f  t o  serve 
as a guide f o r  p r o j e c t  leaders se lec t ing  mate r ia l s  f o r  f a c u l t y  colleagues. 
There are no suggestions about which sources are best f o r  secondary schools. 
Further ,  many now-classic a r t i c l e s ,  books and resources from t h e  new f e m i n i s t  
scho larsh ip  and from curr iculum i n t e g r a t i o n  p ro jec ts  are missing, whi le 
sources no t  emanating from a women's s tud ies  perspect ive are suggested as 
"app l i cab le "  w i thou t  explanation. There are on ly  th ree  w r k s  focusing on 
lesb ians  o r  lesbianism, a dozen on women o f  c o l o r  i n  the  Uni ted States, and 
v e r y  few on women i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  F i n a l l y ,  there  are  too many misspe l l ings  
o f  authors'  names i n  both the main t e x t  and i n  the Index. 

A l l  o f  these works i n  f a c t  s u f f e r  from Inadequate representat ion o f  work 
on, by  and about women o f  co lor ,  women outs ide the  Uni ted States, lesbians, 
and o lde r  and d i f f e r e n t l y - a b l e d  women. The SchusterIVan Dyne anthology i s  the  
bes t  o f  the four  i n  t h i s  respect, and I t s  b ib l iography i s  the most i n c l u s i v e  
and up-to-date. Yet even here, s y l l a b i  and essays do not  explore the  f u l l  
range o f  female experience, a pressing agenda f o r  women's studies and f o r  
cu r r i cu lum transformation. I would recommend Schuster and Van Dyne as the  
beginning po in t  f o r  people in te res ted  i n  developing a curr iculum 
t ransformat ion project .  The essays i n  the volume are exce l len t  t o  c i r c u l a t e  



among f a c u l t y  and admin i s t ra to rs  from whom suppor t  i s  sought. Spanier, Bloom 
and Borov iak 's  volume w i l l  serve p r o j e c t  d i r e c t o r s  seeking t o  understand t h e  
comp lex i t i es  o f  p r o j e c t  implementat ion, and JoAnn F r i  t sche ' s  book i s  
recommended f o r  those who want step-by-step guidance t o  g e t t i n g  a p i l o t  
p r o j e c t  o f f  t h e  ground. 

-- B e t t y  Schmi t z  

[ B e t t y  Schmi t z  ( Ph.D. , UW-Madi son) has d l  r ec ted  two major c u r r i  c u l  um change 
p r o j e c t s  a t  Montana S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  where she a l so  served as A s s i s t a n t  Dean 
o f  L e t t e r s  and Science. She c u r r e n t l y  co -d i rec t s  t h e  Western States P r o j e c t  
on Women i n  t h e  Curriculum. She i s  t h e  au thor  o f  t h e  Sourcebook on 
I n t e g r a t i n q  t h e  Women's Studies 
Associat ion,  A 
Guide and 
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