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FROm THE EDITORS 
One year  ago, we used t h i s  space t o  annqunce a major new o f f i c e  p r o j e c t  -- 

t h e  compi la t ion  of a  f ive-year  supplement t o  Esther  Stineman's Women's 
Studies: A Recommended Core Bib l iography ( L i b r a r i e s  Unl imi ted,  -1979). With 
generous support from t h e  Nat ional Endowment f o r  t he  Humanities, Cathy Loeb, 
Esther  Stineman, and Susan Searing set  out t o  c u l l  the  very best o f  the  past 
ha l f -decade's  f em in i s t  scholarship.  

What a year  i t ' s  been! A t  t h e  outset,  we recognized the  enormity o f  our 
task ,  b u t  our enthusiasm was undamped: 

It i s  a1 1 t oo  easy t o  lose our perspect ive on t h e  f i e l d  of 
women's s tud ies  as a whole, as we grapple w i t h  myriad d a i l y  
commitments and s t rugg le  not  t o  be bur ied  beneath the  
avalanche of new pub l i ca t ions .  We d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  oppor tun i ty  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  a f f o rds  us t o  stand back and survey t he  many 
superb works which have appeared over t he  l a s t  f i v e  years. 
(1) 

Much. o f  t h e  t ime, work on the  p ro jec t  i s  del  ight%ul .  On a calm day, w i t h  few 
meeti nys o r  appointments, when t h e  telephone i s  blessedly s i l e n t ,  no th ing  
cou ld  be more pleasant than immersing ourselves i n  a p i l e  o f  books and 
reviews, t o  skim, compare, and describe. But on more ha r r i ed  workdays, we 
f i d g e t  under t h e  cons t ra in t s  a l l  researchers face: books missing from the  . 
she1 ves, phantom'c i ta t ions,  t u r g i d  o r  inconc lus ive  reviews, and a nagging 
awareness of our own l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  some o f  t h e  newer sub -spec ia l i t i es  o f  
women's scholarship.  

Despi te  occasional moments o f  panic, we are making progress. 
share a b r i e f  overview o f  our method and some o f  our observat ions 

We'd l i k e  t o  
t o  date. 

Se lec t i on  i s  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  the  work I n  any b i b l i o g r a p h i c  endeavor, and i t  
i s  t he  cen t ra l  process i n  t he  c rea t i on  o f  a  t o r e  b ib l iography.  We began 
i d e n t i f y i n g  poss ib le  t i t l e s  t o  inc lude  by examining our extensive f i l e s  o f  
reviews and pub l i shers '  announcements, and t h e  e a r l y  issues o f  New Books on 
Women & Feminism. We f e l t  con f iden t  i n  choosing works by major authors, works 
t h a t  have been widely  and favorably reviewed, and works on emergent themes. 
Meanwhile, we cont inued t o  scan t h e  mainstream and fem in i s t  reviewing media t o  
capture t h e  very l a t e s t  items. Our working l i s t  o f  t i t l e s  numbered nea r l y  
3,300 by March. O f  t h i s  group, no more than h a l f  can rea l  i s t i c a l  l y  be covered 
i n  t he  b ib l iography ,  and many o f  those w i l l  merely be mentioned w i t h i n  
annotat ions f o r  o the r  works. 

As we performed t h e  f i r s t  round o f  se lect ion,  we t e n t a t i v e l y  assigned each 
t i t l e  t o  a subject  chapter. We a lso  d i d  rudimentary indexing t o  p u l l  toge ther  
t o p i c s  t h a t  cross d i s c i p l i n a r y  borders -- f o r  example, works on Th i rd  Uo r l d  
coun t r i es  t h a t  might be1 ong i n  chapters on anthropology, p o l i t i c s ,  h i s t o r y ,  o r  
economics. Then t h e  second stage o f  s e l e c t i o n  began, concurrent w i t h  t he  
examination and annotat ion o f  books. 



We began t o  sweat, as t h e  she lves  o f  o u r  workspace f i l l e d  w i t h  volumes, 
and reams of rev iews and p r i n t o u t s  l i t t e r e d  ou r  desks. S e l e c t i o n  became a f a r  
more p a i n f u l  process. We were f o r c e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t i t l e s  t h a t  rep resen ted  
e x c e l  l e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p  on worthy f e m i n i s t  i ssues ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  meet o u r  s t r i c t  
c r i t e r i o n :  a l l  c i t e d  works must be e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  supppor t  o f  an 
underg radua te  women's s t u d i e s  cu r r i cu lum.  T h i s  r u l e s  ou t  many w e l l - w r i t t e n  
b u t  n a r r o w l y  focused monographs -- c r i t i c a l  assessments o f  m i  n o r  authors ,  
e thnograph ies  o f  s i n g l e  v i l l a g e s  , h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  of b r i e f  t i m e  p e r i o d s ,  
and t h e  l i k e .  Whi le  we do i n c l u d e  some e x c e p t i o n a l  works t h a t  t r e a t  a l i m i t e d  
t o p i c  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  deve lop ing  b roader  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o i n t s ,  we have f a v o r e d  
genera l  surveys,  a n t h o l o g i e s ,  and works t h a t  s y n t h e s i z e  t h e  c u r r e n t  t h i n k i n g  
on t h e i r  sub jec ts .  L i kew ise ,  a l t hough  we recogn ize  t h a t  s tuden ts  r e l y  on 
t h e i r  campus 1 i b r a r i e s  f o r  non-academic i n f o r m a t i o n  as we1 1 as c o u r s e - r e l a t e d  
m a t e r i a l s ,  we can i n c l u d e  o n l y  a sampl ing of s e l f - h e l p  books. 

Our b a s i c  approach i s  t o  t a c k l e  chapters  one a t  a t ime. We've made 
s i g n i f i c a n t  p rog ress  on chapters  devoted t o  anthropo logy,  b iography,  
1 i t e r a t u r e ,  1 i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  sc ience,  and r e f e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l s .  T h i s  
s t r a t e g y ,  however, i n e v i t a b l y  draws us i n t o  c r o s s - d i  s c i  p l  i nary  areas, as we 
f i n d  i t  necessary t o  compare a r e f e r e n c e  work on, say, b a t t e r e d  women, w i t h  
r e l a t e d  works i n  t h e  chap te rs  devoted t o  law, soc io logy ,  and f e m i n i s t  t heo ry .  
Indeed, we a c q u i r e  a .renewed a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  how t r u l y  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
women's s t u d i e s  i s ,  as we examine works on such t o p i c s  as l esb ian i sm,  d u a l -  
c a r e e r  fami 1 i e s ,  aboi-tion, and r u r a l  development. 

One s t r i k i n g  phenomenon -- a very  encourag ing one -; i s  t h e  s i z a b l e  number 
o f  books on women i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  Women's s t u d i e s  today has an expanded 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  focus,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  changing 1 i v e s  of women 
i n  d e v e l o p i n g  areas o f  t h e  world. Many new books acqua in t  Western readers  
w i t h  women's s t r u g g l e s  f o r  e q u a l i t y  around t h e  wor ld ,  and t h e  i d e a  o f  " g l o b a l  
femin ism"  comes b l a z i n g l y  a l i v e  f o r  us as we peruse them. 

A l s o  h e a r t e n i n g  a r e  t h e  many new sources t h a t  r e f l e c t  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  
women's exper ience  i n  t h e  U.S. and abroad -- sources t h a t  h igh1 i g h t  women o f  
c o l o r ,  1 e s b i  ans, Jewish women, women w i t h  d i  sabi  1 i t i e s ,  and t h e  i nd igenous  
women of c o l o n i z e d  r e g i o n s  everywhere. \ 

Ano the r  impress ion  we share  i s  t h a t  p r imary  sources, especi  a1 1 y 
a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  works, a r e  much more abundant than they  were when t h e  f i r s t  
volume o f  t h e  c o r e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  was compiled. Many of t h e s e  works recount  t h e  
1 i v e s  o f  o r d i n a r y  women -- p ioneers ,  workers, m idd le -c lass  community l e a d e r s  -- w h i l e  o the rs  s i n g l e  o u t  women o f  unusual achievement. These works a r e  
f a s c i n a t i n g ,  and i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  choose among them. 

U n l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  volume, t h e  supplement boas ts  a c h a p t e r  on sc ience  and 
techno logy.  T h i s  i s  p r o o f  t h a t  f e m i n i s t  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  making i n r o a d s  i n t o  
t h e  l a s t  b a s t i o n  o f  male-def ined academic p u r s u i t s .  No l o n g e r  mere ly  
concerned w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  numbers o f  women s c i e n t i s t s ,  mathemat ic ians ,  and 
eng ineers ,  f e m i n i s t  au tho rs  a r e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  imp1 i c a t i o n s  o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  and t h e  very  s t r u c t u r e  o f  ou r  knowledge o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  and 
s o c i  a1 wor lds.  

Content  i s  one aspect  o f  change, b u t  we see progress  i n  broader  p u b l i  s h i n g  
p a t t e r n s  as we1 1. As women' s s t u d i e s  ga i  ns academic respec tab i  1 i t y  , more and 



more scho la r l y  s tudies on women are produced by w r i t e r s  (both male and female) 
who c la im no femin is t  perspect ive. The i r  work may nonetheless be q u i t e  useful 
i n  femin is t  research. Para1 l e l  w i t h  t h i s  development i s  t he  i n e v i t a b l e  t rend  
toward spec ia l i za t ion .  Whereas e a r l i e r  works i n  wamen's s tudies sketched the  
o u t l i n e s  o f  a  new conceptual landscape, cu r ren t  research and w r i t i n g  are 
f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  te r ra in .  Some recent t i t l e s  selected f o r  t h e  second volume o f  
Uomen's Studies supplement o r  even supersede works l i s t e d  i n  t he  f i r s t  volume. 
Others o f f e r  t e l l i n g  c r i t i q u e s  o f  e a r l i e r  t i t l e s ,  books t h a t  seemed the  best 
a v a i l  ab le sources a t  t h e  t ime t h e  f i r s t  b ib l iography  was compiled. (Anthropo- 
l o g i c a l  s tudies o f  na t i ve  women are a case i n  point.)  

And f i n a l l y ,  work on t h e  supplement has confirmed a po in t  we've ra ised 
be fore  i n  FC -- t h a t  despi te  t h e  enormous growth i n  femin is t  pub l i sh ing  by 
commerci a l a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  presses, t h e  small women-run presses s t i  1  1 p l  ay a 
cen t ra l  r o l e  i n  a r t i c u l a t i n g  issues and developing theory. Many t i t l e s  from 
small pub l i shers  w i l l  be inc luded i n  t h e  bib1 iography, not because we have a 
s o f t  spot f o r  such pub l i ca t ions ,  b u t  because they represent t h e  best ( i n  some 
cases, t h e  on l y )  t reatment  o f  impor tant  top ics.  

We s t i l l  look t o  a canplet ion date i n  ea r l y  1986. We have a small 
supplementary grant f r a n  NEH, a ta i lo r -made computer program t o  generate t h e  
f i n a l  manuscript, a  signed cont rac t  w i t h  L i b r a r i e s  Unl imi ted -- and several  ' months o f  hard- b u t  rewarding work ahead o f  us. .When t h e  b f i l i og raphy  i s  
f i n a l  l y  i n  p r i r i t ,  we know t h a t  those who use i t  w i l l  be as energized as we are 
t o  r e a l i z e  how widely  t he  ten tac les  of femin is t  scholarship now reach. 

-- S.S. and C.L. 

NOTE - 
"Fran t h e  Edi tors , "  Feminf s t  Co l lec t ions  v.5, no.4 (Summer 1984), p.3. 

BOOKS TO CHANGE A UIOMFIN'S LIFE: 
FI SURVEY OF SELF - M L P  PUBLISHING 
[ E d i t o r ' s  note: This a r t i c l e  mentions near ly  seventy se l f -he lp  t i t l e s  f o r  
women, v i r t u a l l y  a l l  issued i n  the l a s t  f i v e  years. To save space, authors'  
and pub l i shers '  names are omit ted from t h e  tex t .  A l i s t  o f  a l l  t i t l e s  w i th  
f u l l  b i b l i og raph i c  c i t a t i o n s  may be obtained upon request from the  U.W. System 
Women's Studies L ib ra r i an ,  112A Memorial L i b ra ry ,  728 State St . ,  Madison, W I  
53706.1 

As a break from more academic pursu i ts ,  I recen t l y  undertook an in formal  , 
u n s c i e n t i f i c  survey of se l f -he lp  books fo r  women. My c u r i o s i t y  was piqued by 
t h e  sheer quan t i t y  o f  sel f -he lp manuals and do- i t -yourse l f  guides aimed a t  
female readers. On almost any t o p i c  o f  compel 1 i ng i n t e r e s t ,  several competing 
t i t l e s  c log  bookstore and l i b r a r y  shelves. 



What, I wondered, might  these volumes reveal about women's l i v e s  i n  t he  
e i g h t i e s ?  About our in fo rmat ion  needs? About t he  pub l i shers '  image o f  us as 
consumers? About our image o f  ourselves? 

Self-improvement guides and advice books are hard ly  a recent phenomenon. 
For generat ions, women have turned t o  p r i n t e d  resources f o r  in fo rmat ion  on 
hea l th ,  f am i l y  care, c h i l d  rear ing ,  and sel f-educat ion. I n  t h e i r  h i g h l y  
readable study, For Her Own Good: 150 Years o f  the  Experts '  Advice t o  Women, 
Barbara Ehrenreich and De i rd re  Eng l i sh  d e t a i l  how se l f - he lp  books r e i n f o r c e  
s t e r e o t y p i c a l  r o l es  f o r  women. 

The cur ren t  se l f - he lp  boom began i n  t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s  and e a r l y  sevent ies 
i n  t he  quest f o r  a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  heal thy a1 t e r n a t i v e  l i f e s t y l e .  The Uhole 
Ea r th  Cata lo was the  p rogen i to r  o f  a long l i n e  o f  pub l i ca t ions .  The fami l y  + quic y grew t o  inc lude  fem in i s t  guidebooks, i nc lud ing  the  p ioneer ing - Our 
Bodies, Ourselves and The New Woman' s Surv iva l  Sourcebook. 

A1 though o r i g i  nal 1 y coined t o  denote a r e c l  aimi ng o f  responsi b i  1 i t y  f o r  
one's own heal th ,  d i e t ,  happiness, etc. -- aspects o f  l i f e  t h a t  seemed t o  be 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  out o f  an . i nd i v i dua l  ' s  con t ro l  -- t h e  term "se l f - he lp "  has l o s t  
i t s  f l a v o r  o f  revo lu t lonary  righteousness. Too many so-cal l ed  "sel  f-he1 p" 
books today a re  simply compendia o f  h i n t s  f o r  p l ay ing  t he  game o f  l i f e  by t he  

' t r a d i t i o n a l  ru les.  By way o f  example, I quote f r a n  an advertisement f o r  - The 
E x t r a  Edge: Success S t ra teg ies  f o r  Women: 

Based on the  working experience o f  savvy women MBAs from t h e  
Harvard Business School, t h i s  h a r d - h i t t i n g  guide delves i n t o  - 
a l l  t h e  i ng red ien t s  t h a t  can propel you t o  success i n  today 's  - 
supercompeti t ive business world -- from day-to-day s t y l e  
(communicating ideas, performance a t  meetings, v i s i b i l i t y  on 
t h e  Job, corpora te  f lnesse)  t o  hand1 i ng chal leng i  n 
s i t u a t i o n s  ( o f f i c e  p o l i t i c s ,  bus~ness  entertaining: t r a v e l ,  
7n te rv i ew ing  fo r  new jobs and promotions) and t h e  way you 
l ook  (your  wardrobe, ha i r ,  makeue, s k i n  and o v e r a l l  
m i q u e )  . This book gives you t h e  e x t r a  edge" when you've 
learned t h a t  i t  takes women more than hard work and t a l e n t  t o  
ge t  t o  t he  top. 

Books l i k e  The E x t r a  Ed take t h e i r  place w i t h  t he  myriad paperback pep t a l k s  + f o r  working women. ong w i t h  t h e  recent avalanche o f  d i e t  and exerc ise 
books, they p lay on a woman's i n s e c u r i t i e s  about her  se l f -wor th,  and they 
perpetuate t h e  idea t h a t  how a woman looks i s  more important than what she 
does o r  what she knows. 

But some o f  t h e  l a t e s t  se l f - he lp  books do address genuine needs o f  women. 
Genera l ly  speaking, such books fa1 1 i n t o  two categories. F i r s t ,  a number of 
books answer questions t h a t  p r i m a r i l y  concern women -- queries about 
gynecological  heal th ,  ch i  1 dbi  r t h ,  and sexual assaul t  , for  exampl e. Second, 
many books prov ide basic in fo rmat ion  t h a t  i s  equal ly  usefu l  t o  men and women, 
b u t  which women have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been kept from learn ing.  Women may have 
1 ess anx iety  about tack1 i ng household repai r s  o r  making f i  nanci a1 investments, 
f o r  example, i f  they have a t  hand a guide w r i t t e n  expressly f o r  them. 



L e t ' s  look a t  some recent books. Our survey w i l l '  be f a r  from 
comprehensive, bu t  i t  w i l l  represent t h e  types o f  books t h a t  pour onto t h e  
market each year. The i r  publ ishers run t h e  gamut o f  major commerical houses, 
paperback- pub1 i shers, small presses, and f e m i n i s t  presses. Most, I must poi n t  
out ,  are d i r e c t e d  t o  an audience t h a t  i s  white, middle-class, and heterosexual - -  women presumed t o  have both income and t ime t o  i nves t  i n  self-improvement. 
To t h e i r  c r e d i t ,  t h e  authors o f  these books a lso assume t h a t  t h e i r  readers are 
independent, sel  f-aware, and motivated. 

Ever s ince  t h e  Simon & Schuster e d i t i o n  o f  Our Bodies, Ourselves 
demonstrated t h e  tremendous market f o r  in fo rmat ion  on women's heal th ,  o the r  
pub l i shers  have t r i e d  t o  cash i n  on - OBO's success w i t h  d e r i v a t i v e  t i t l e s .  
There a re  a number o f  encyclopedic guides -- among them The A t o  Z o f  Women's 
Health,  The Complete Book o f  Women's Health, and The Complete Guide t o  Women's m. Thorpughness, accuracy, and s t y l e  of p resenta t ion  may vary, b u t  t h e  
average consumer would be hard pressed t o  choose one over t he  others.  The New 
Our Bodies, Ourselves w i l l  su re ly  appeal t o  l oya l  users o f  the  e a r l i e r  
ed i t i ons ,  as we1 1 as t o  anyone seeking a prevent ion-or iented and f o r t h r i g h t l y  
femi n i s t  source on phys ica l  and emotional heal th .  

Hany new books address s p e c i f i c  h e a l t h  concerns. The Women's Pharmacy and 
S t r i c t l y  Female: An Eva lua t ion  o f  Brand-Name Heal th  and Hygiene Products f o r  
Women are guides t o  over-the-counter drugs and t h e i r  s ide-ef fects .  Other 
m s  o f  cur ren t  i n t e r e s t  are covered i n  books l i k e  Dr. Susan Lark 's  
Premenstrual Syndrane Se1.f-Help Book, For Mothers and Daughters:. A Guide t o  
%ood N u t r i t i o n  f o r  Women, Menopause: A Guide f o r  Women and t h e  Men Who Love 
Them, and A Woman's l iu lde t o  sa te  Abortion. ine aptly-titled HOW t o  s tay  b u t  

Gynecologis t 's  Of f ice,  by t he  Federat ion o f  Feminist  Women's Heal th  
Tenters ,  emphasizes "we1 lness"  and vaginal  sel f -examinat ion. 

Workplace hazards a re  o f  inc reas ing  concern t o  women workers i n  a l l  
sec to rs  of t h e  economy, not j u s t  t h e  fac to ry .  O f f i c e  Work Can Be Dangerous t o  
Your Hea l th  and t h e  more concise Our Jobs, Our n e a l t h  he lp women work sa fe l y  
and counse l  them on ways they can pressure employers t o  e l  im ina te  hazardous 
cond i t ions .  

The lega l  r i g h t s  o f  women have changed i n  the  past decade, and w i t h  t h i s  a 
new generat ion o f  lega l  guides has been-born. The Rights  o f  Women, f i r s t  
issued by t he  ACLU i n  1973, i s  now i n  i t s  second edl t i o n ,  r e t  l e c t i n g  changes 
i n  c r e d i t  laws, d i vo rce  and c h i l d  custody, and m a r i t a l  proper ty  r i gh t s .  Other 
new general handbooks inc lude  Everywoman's Legal Guide, Uhat Every Moman Needs 
t o  Know About t h e  Law, Womanlaw: A Guide t o  Legal Mat ters  V i t a l  f o r  Women, and 
'Woman's Counsel: A Legal Guide f o r  Women. 

Se l f -he lp  ma te r i a l s  also h i g h l i g h t  specia l  areas o f  t he  law. Yes You Can: 
The Working Woman's Guide t o  Her Legal Rights,  F a i r  Employment, and tqua l  Pay 
prov ides important in fo rmat ion  t o  women i n  t h e  paid l abo r  force. A s i m i l a r  
and l ess  expensive guide comes from t h e  Women's Bureau o f  the  federa l  
Department o f  Labor: A Working Woman's Guide t o  Her Job Rights.  

Money mat ters  c rea te  anx iety  f o r  many women, especi a1 l y  those whose 
husbands o r  fa thers  have always handled t he  fami l y  f inances. Consequently, a 



number o f  books meet women's needs f o r  f i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  They range f rom 
The Money Workbook f o r  Women t o  G e t t i n g  R ich :  A Smart Woman's Guide t o  
Successfu l  Money Management. One of t h e  b e t t e r  t i t l e s ,  i n  my op in ion ,  i s  - The 
Women's F i  nanci  a1 S u r v i v a l  Handbook, a comprehensive guide t o  e v w y t h i n g  f rom 
b a l a n c i n g  a checkbook, t o  ask ing  f o r  a r a i s e ,  t o  buy inq  a c a r  o r  house. Two 
new e n t r a n t s  a r e  €ve ry  Woman's ~ u i d e  t o  F i n a n c i a l  ~ i a n i i n q  and Money Phases: 
The S i x  F i n a n c i a l  Stages o f  a Woman's L i f e .  

O f t e n  women r e a l i z e  t h e i r  ignorance i n  money m a t t e r s  o n l y  upon d i v o r c e  o r  
widowhood, when t h e y  a r e  suddenly th rown back on t h e i r  own resources.  Two 
t i t l e s  speak d i r e c t l y  t o  women i n  such s i t u a t i o n s :  Fac ing t h e  Fu tu re :  A 
F i n a n c i a l  Guide f o r  Women L e f t  Alone; and Count Your Change: A Woman's Guide 
t o  Sudden F i n a n c i  a1 Change. 

Other  new t i t l e s  z e r o  i n  on more narrow concerns. Among them a r e  How t o  
Get Money f o r  Research, Taxable You: Every Woman's Guide t o  Taxes, Two f o r  t h e  
Noney: A woman's s u i a e  t o  a uoub ie  Career Marr iage,  A Woman's Guide t o  ~ u y i n q  
Houses, Co-ops, and Condominiums, The Woman's Guide t o  t h e  Stockmarket ,  and 
S t a y i n g  So lven t :  A Comprehensive Guide t o  Equal C r e d i t  f o r  Women. 

Few observers  o f  t h e  contemporary p u b l i s h i n g  scene c o u l d  f a i l  t o  n o t i c e  
4 t h e  "baby book boom" -- t h e  rash  of new volumes on pregnancy, c h i  l d b i  r t h ,  and 

p reschoo l  c h i l d  care. The Whole B i ' r t h  C a t a l o p  i s  a monumental compendium o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  and resource  l i s t s .  Indeed, i t  serves as a gu ide t o  t h e  whole 
genre. Woman-Centered Pregnancy and B i r t h  deserves ment ion  f o r  encouraging 
women t o  choose modes o f  b i r t h i n g  t h a t  m in im ize  medical  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

Adv ice  books on c h i l d  r e a r i n g  have been p o p u l a r  f o r  ove r  a cen tu ry ;  Dr. 
Spock's b i b l e  (newly  updated) ep i tom izes  t h e  d e s i r e  of mothers and f a t h e r s  f o r  
e x p e r t  guidance. Many new t i t l e s  c a p i t a l i z e  on i nc reased  invo lvement  o f  
f a t h e r s  i n  pa ren t ing .  Other  recen t  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  have a new 
t w i s t ,  appea l i ng  t o  a growing audience o f  s i n g l e  mothers. The S i n g l e  M o t h e r ' s  
Handbook emphasizes r e b u i  1 d i n g  s e l f  -esteem and r e o r g a n i z i n g  fami 1 y 1 i f e  a f t e r  
d i v o r c e ,  w h i l e  2001 H i n t s  f o r  Working Mothers seems a t  p o i n t s  t o  be mere l y  a 
t r e n d y  repackag ing o t  b a s i c  household advice,-- what t o  keep handy i n  one ' s  
g l o v e  compartment, how t o  cope w i t h  k i d s '  rashes and tummy aches, and so on. 

The y u p p i e  i d e a l  embraces p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s  and has spawned a h o s t  of 
volumes, among which Jane Fonda's Workout Book i s  perhaps t h e  most famous. 
I' 11 r e f  r a i n  f rom a f u l l  c r i t i q u e  o f  r e c e n t  di'et and e x e r c i s e  books, many o f  
wh ich  a r e  c r a s s l y  e x p l o i t a t i v e  o f  women. There a r e  a few works, however, t h a t  
do s t r e s s  t h e  impor tance o f  genera l  good h e a l t h  and f i t n e s s ,  no t  j u s t  t h e  
s o c i a l  b e n e f i t s  o f  t r imming  one ' s  w a i s t l i n e  o r  h ips .  The Outdoor Woman's 
Guide t o  Spor ts ,  F i tness ,  and N u t r i t i o n ,  f o r  example, t a k e s  a h o l i s t i c  
approach t o  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g .  O the r  t i t l e s  focus on p a r t i c u l a r  s p o r t s  o r  
a c t i v i t i e s ;  Improv ing Women's Running i s  j u s t  one example. 

S u r ~ r i s i n q l v .  t h e r e  a r e  fewer books on t e c h n i c a l  s u b j e c t s  than  I exDected. - - .  
The ~ e w '  Woman D r i v e r :  A l l  a Woman Needs t o  Know About c a r s  t o  Buy One, b r i v e  
Tt, Have ~t Main ta ined,  j u d g i n g  by revtews, compares p o o r l y  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i c  
The Greasy Thumb Automechanics Manual f o r  Women. The new i n f o r m a t i o n  
techno logy  has i n s p i r e d  a t  l e a s t  one handbook -- Computer Confidence: A 
Woman's Guide -- and more w i l l  no doubt appear. 



Some fem in i s t s  have questioned t h e  value o f  women-focused se l  f-he1 p 
m a t e r i a l s  on techn ica l  subjects ,  argu ing t h a t  they  condescend and thus  
r e f  n fo r ce  t h e  s tereotype t h a t  women cannot understand sc i  e n t i  f i  c / technol  ogi  c a l  
concepts. The compi lers o f  t h e  Women's Energy Tool K i t  supply a  s t rong,  
empowering response t o  t h e  query, "Why a t o o l  k i t  f o r  women?": 

We've prepared i t  because women can p lay a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  
conserving energy w i t h i n  t h e  home and i n  i n v o l v i n g  our 
neighbo.rs , co-workers, and communities i n  t h e  press ing energy 
issues t h a t  chal lenge our nation.... Homen can make a b i g  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  energy use pat terns.  Women make 80 percent o f  
a l l  consumer purchases, manage f a m i l y  budgets, and, t o  a  
l a r g e  ex ten t ,  c o n t r o l  energy use i n  t h e  home.... Women a l s o  
make up h a l f  0.f t h e  work force,  and because we have 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been excluded from higher-pay1 ng jobs, many o f  
us a re  hardest h i t  by cons tan t l y  r i s i n g  f u e l  costs. 

Women's mastery o f  techn ica l  s k i l l s  i s  not  merely f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f -  
conf idence, dec la re  these authors, b u t  has pol i t l ,ca l  , soc ia l ,  and economic 
Imp l i ca t i ons .  

Feml n i  sts-have organized against  rape and sexual assau l t  s ince  t h e  
sevent ies.  Many e a r l y  books and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  pamphlets on sel f -defense are 
now ou t -o f -p r i  n t .   he Rat ional  Woman's Guide t o  Sel f-Defense, pub1 i shed i n  
1975,' has been rev ised  and issued under a  new t i t l e ,  t ve r y  Woman Can: The 
Conroy Method t o  Safety,  Secur i t y  and Self-Defense. m e  guide i s  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  ; i t s  r e a l i s t i c  photographs S t ~ i  ke some readers as t o o  v i o l en t .  
The newest t i t l e  t o  cane t o  my a t t e n t i o n  i s  The Woman's B i b l e  f o r  Surv iva l  i n  
a  V i o l e n t  Society.  Surv iv ing  Sexual Assault  rev ives  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
conc ise  pamphlet d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  v ic t im.  Prepared by t h e  Los Angeles 
Commission on Assaults Agai ns t  Women, i t  i s  an exce l i en t  , easy-to-read 
resource. 

For many women, v i o l ence  i s  not  j u s t - a  random th rea t ,  bu t  a  f a c t  o f  d a i l y  
l i f e ,  G e t t i n g  Free: A Handbook f o r  Women in \Abusive Re la t ionsh ips  i s  a  much- 
p ra i sed  se l  f-he1 p manual f o r  ba t t e red  women. 

Work and career  issues account f o r  a  l a r g e  p ropo r t i on  o f  women's se l f - he lp  
books. There a re  hundreds o f  handbooks f o r  working women and women l ook ing  
f o r  work. Some t i t l e s  canbine p r a c t i c a l  advice on assessing s k i l l s ,  opt ions,  
and ap t i t udes  w i t h  i n s p i  r i n g  pep t a l k s .  I Can Be ~ n y t h i n g : - A  Career Book f o r  
Women, To Work, A Guide for-women Col lege Graduates, and What t o  Do With t he  
-of Your L i f e :  The Ca ta l ys t  Career Guide f o r  Women i n  t he  '80s are t i n e  
general t i t l e s .  

Other volumes address spec ia l  audiences -- f o r  example, The Black Woman's 
Career Guide. The problems facing d l  splaced homemakers are at tacked i n  a t  
l e a s t  two recent  t i t l e s :  The Homemaker's Complete Guide t o  En te r ing  t h e  Job 
Market; and Every Woman Works: A Guide f o r  Women Re-entering t he  Job Market o r  

Spec ia l i zed  resources f o r  t h e  woman who has a1 ready chosen her  
occupat ional  f i e l d  a re  now appearing. Examples i nc l ude  Careers i n  Marketing: 
A Woman's Guide, I nves t  i n  Yourse l f :  A Woman's Guide t o  S t a r t i n g  Her Own 



Business, and A Woman's Guide t o  Moving Up i n  Business and Government. 

S t  i 11 o ther  books dispense advice f o r  day-to-day su rv i va l  and f u l  f i  1 lment 
on t h e  job. From the  author o f  The ~ a n a ~ e r i a l  worn& comes Knowing the  Score: 
Plav-bv-Plav D i rec t i ons  f o r  Women on the  Job. As more and more women comb1 ne ., - - - . - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - . . - - 
work and motherhood, handbooks such as Flanaqing Your Matern i ty  Leave w i l l  f i n d  
eaqer readers. And t o  round out t h i s  d-on o f  work-focused books. I'll 
mention my f a v o r i t e  -- 9 t o  5: The Working Woman's Guide t o  O f f i c e  s u r v i v a l .  
A we1 1 - w r i t t e n  t e x t  en1 ivened by exercises. check1 i s t$ ,  and true-1 i f e  
v i gne t tes ,  It meets i t s  import<nt ob jec t i ve  o f  educat ing o f f i c e  workers about 
t h e i r  r i gh t s .  

I 've covered t h e  se l f - he lp  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  several categor ies:  hea l th ;  law; 
money; motherhood; spor ts  and f i t n e s s ;  technology; v io lence and self-defense; 
and pa id  work. I ' v e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  side-stepped whole arenas o f  se l f -he lp  
pub l i sh ing  -- "dress f o r  success" manuals, f o r  instance, and "be your own 
t h e r a p i s t "  guides. S t i l l ,  t he re  are some i n t e r e s t i n g  t i t l e s  I c a n ' t  r e s i s t  
no t i ng  t h a t  don ' t  e a s i l y  f i t  the  t o p i c s  i d e n t i f i e d  thus fa r .  

Sel f -he lp  yuides a re  o f t e n  g u i l t y  o f  ageism, speaking t o  an imagi ned 
audience o f  women i n  t h e i r  twent ies  and t h i r t i e s .  Ce r ta in l y  women a t  o ther  
l i f e  staaes a l so  face choices and seek he lo  i n  m i n t e d  mater ia ls .  The 

A l i t e r a t u r e  i s  growing i n  t h i s  re ja rd .  A t  oppos;te po in t s  on the  spectrum are 
Options: The Female Teen's Guide t o  Copjng w i t h  t he  Problems o f  Today's World 
and Growing Older, Get t ing  Bet te r :  A Handbook f o r  Women i n  t h e  Second H a l f  o f  
L i fe .  - . 

Women's inc reas ing  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  pub l i c  sphere -- be i t  business, 
p o l i t i c s ,  o r  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  --  b r i ngs  new anx ie t i es  o f  many kinds. Reassurance 
can be sought i n  books such as Making It B ig  i n  t h e  C i ty :  A Woman's Guide t o  
L i v i ng ,  Loving, and Working There, Secrets o f  Successful Speaking: A Woman's 
Guide, and Surv iva l  Manual f o r  t he  Independent Woman Traveler .  - 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  book I could sure ly  p r o f i t  from bu t  j u s t  haven' t  
found t ime t o  peruse: Womanhours: A 21-Day Time-Management Plan That Works. 

-- S.S. 

Ff rnlNlST VISIONS 
CRITICAL VIEWING: FILMS ON MENSTRUATION 

Since t h e  l a t e  1940s, teachers and school nurses across t he  country  have 
used t h e  mediym o f  f i l m  t o  teach young adolescent g i r l s  about menstruation. 
I n  1946 Kimberly-Clark, makers o f  Kotex san i t a r y  pads, sponsored the  f i r s t  o f  
these f i lms .  T i t l e d  "The Story  O f  Menstruat ion",  t h e  f i l m  was produced by 
Walt Disney. Other manufacturers o f  san i t a r y  products have sponsored simi 1 a r  
f i lms .  Personal Products, manufacturers o f  Modess and Stay Free san i t a r y  pads 
and 0.0. tampons, has produced th ree  f i l m s  over t h e  past t h i r t y  years, t he  
f i r s t  i n  1964, a second i n  1974, and t h e  t h i r d  i n  1984. And the  makers o f  
Tampax tampons, Tambrand, Inc. -- wh i le  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  "menstrual hea l t h  
educat ion f i e l d "  s i  nce the  1940s -- j u s t  recent1 y re1 eased t h e i  r f i  r s t  



menstruat ion f i l m .  

A sponsored f i l m  i s  one t h a t  i s  pa id f o r  by a  p a r t i c u l a r  company o r  
organizat ion.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  product ion costs, t h e  sponsor pays f o r  
a d v e r t i s i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t he  f i l m .  A sponsored f i l m  i s  r a r e l y  an 
expl  i c i t  commercial f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  product. Most l oca l  school boards frown 
on us ing  a  f i l m  i n  t he  schools t h a t  b l a t a n t l y  promotes a  brand name product. 
Rather, a  sponsored f i  l m  i s  more l i k e l y  t o  cons t ruc t  " p o s i t i v e  images ," hoping 
t h e  viewer w i l l  assoc iate them w i t h  the sponsor's product. 

I n  menstruat ion f i l m s ,  sponsors cons t ruc t  p o s i t i v e  images around t o p i c s  
1  i ke menarche, b o d i l y  changes dur ing  puberty, and becoming a  woman (which i s  
c l o s e l y  associated i n  these f i l m s  w i t h  becoming a  mother). Sponsors see 
themsel ves as p rov id ing  a usefu l  se rv i ce  by i n s t r u c t i n g  young p o t e n t i a l  
consumers about t h e  mu l t i t ude  o f  san i t a r y  products i n  t he  market place. 
W i th in  t h e  la.st t en  years, t h i s  market has expanded considerably w i t h  t he  
c r e a t i o n  o f  "maxi" and "min i "  pads i n  regu la r  o r  super absorbencies, shaped 
pads, panty sh ie lds  and l i n e r s ,  and v a r i e t i e s  o f  tampon app l i ca to rs .  I n  the  
con tex t  o f  t h i s  growing market, t h ree  new f i l m s  on menstruat ion have been made 
w i t h i n  t he  l a s t  two years by competing manufacturers. (See the  l i s t  o f  f i lms  
a t  t he  end o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e . )  

- A 

Why do spinsored f i l m s  on menstruat ion get  i n t o  t h e  c l~ssroom?.  There are 
a  number o f  reasons. F i r s t  o f  a1 1, these f i lms  are ava i l ab le  f r e e  o f  charge, 
and a t  a  t ime when school budgets a re  t i g h t ,  t h i s  can be an a t t r a c t i v e  
feature.  I n  addielon, the  sponsors o f  these f i lms  are l a r g e  prof i t -making 
corpora t ions  t h a t  can a f f o r d  t h e  s o r t  o f  s l i c k  commercial product ion t h a t  
appeals t o  an audience r a i s e d  on H o l l y ~ o o d  f i l m s  and t e l e v i s i o n .  Moreover, 
t h e  teachers o r  school nurses who use a  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l m  on menstruat ion a re  
n o t  always invo lved  i n  t he  se lec t i on  process. Very o f t e n  f i lms  are purchased 
a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  and then c i r c u l a t e d  among schools f o r  a  number o f  years. 

But no ma t te r  how a  sponsored f i l m  on menstruat ion gets i n t o  t he  school 
env i  ronment, I b e l i e v e  i t  provides students and teachers w i t h  a  valuable 
oppo r tun i t y  f o r  c r i t i c a l  viewing. By c r i t i c q l  viewing I mean look ing  a t  and 
d iscuss ing  t h e  f i l m  as a  group i n  order  t o  analyze how i t constructs  meaning. 
For  example, a f t e r  viewing a  sponsored f i l m  on menstrua.tion, t he  group could 
d iscuss  what t h e  consumer message i s ,  how the  message i s  created, and i n  what 
ways t he  sponsor o f  t h e  f i l m  may b e n e f i t  from t h a t  message. 

Another i ssue  f o r  group d iscuss ion i s  how the  f i l m  con t ro l s  in fo rmat ion ,  
whether i t  const ra ins,  l i m i t s ,  o r  s i lences  c e r t a i n  topics.  I f  the  f i l m  deals 
w i t h  female sexua l i t y ,  f o r  example, a re  p a r t i c u l a r  female organs -- t h e  
c l i t o r i s ,  hymen, o r  vulva -- l e f t  unmentioned o r  unnamed? Are changes t h a t  
occur i n  t h e  body dur ing  puberty, such as an increased i n t e r e s t  i n  and 
capac i ty  f o r  sexual arousal and ' a c t i v i t y  , omit ted from t h e  presentat ion? How 
does t h e  f i l m  handle con t rovers ia l  t op i cs  such as t o x i c  shock syndrome, o r  t he  
unpleasant aspects of menstruat ion such as painfu l  cramps? 

There a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  these commercial l y  produced f i l m s  on - 
menstruat ion. Independent filmmakers must r a i s e  t h e i r  own money t o  produce 
f i l m s ;  t h e i r  f i l m s  are t he re fo re  l ess  l i k e l y  t o  be associated w i t h  o r  intended 
t o  promote a  product, an organizat ion,  o r  a  company image. "Dear D ia ry "  i s  
one example. Made f o r  classroom use by Debra Franco and David Shepard, the  



f i  l m  presents a view o f  female puberty t h a t  inc ludes phys ica l  , emotional , and 
sexual changes. No consumer message i s  embedded i n  t h e  f i l m .  Ins tead it 
focuses on issues o f  self- image, peer pressure, and t h e  tens ions g i r l s  may 
exper ience when conf ronted w i t h  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i v e  messages o f  t h e  media, t h e  
schools, t h e i r  f r i ends  and fami ly .  

While independently-produced f i l m s  on t h i s  t o p i c  are u n l i k e l y  t o  have t h e  
hidden commercial agendas o f  sponsored f i lms ,  they, too, should be subjected 
t o  c r i t i c a l  sc ru t i ny .  They are s t i l l  cons t ruc t i ng  one p a r t i c u l a r  view o f  
puber ty ,  and t h e  view they present may we1 1 c o n f l i c t  w i t h  those o f  young 
viewers. 

The classroom i s  an i dea l  s e t t i n g  f o r  c r i t i c a l  v iewing and d iscuss ion  
among students,  whether i n  a mlxed o r  s ingle-sex group. Where shared 
exper iences a r e  valued as a l e g i t i m a t e  source of  knowledge, students can 
compare t h e i r  own understanding t o  t he  i n fo rma t i on  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  f i l m .  A 
uniformly p o s i t i v e  view o f  menstruat ion, f o r  example -- where a l l  problems 
have easy so lu t ions ,  and se lec t i ng  t h e  best san i t a r y  product reso lves t h e  
f e e l i n g s  o f  anxl e ty  and i nsecuri  t y  t h a t  accompany changi ng bodies -- may make 
t h e  g i r l  who has p a i n f u l  cramps, heavy bleeding, o r  who f ee l s  moody and 
depressed around t h e  t ime o f  h e r  per iod  f e e l  she i s  unusual o r  even abnormal. 
C r i t i c a l  v iewing and group d iscuss ion  may empower g i r l s  t o  chal lenge 
problemat ic  representat ions o f  menstruat ion, o r  rece ived ideas about what i t  
means t o  be a woman, and t o  a f f i r m  t h e i r  own experience.. Such d iscuss ion  may 
even lead  g i r l s  t o  imagine how they would make t h e i r  own f i l m  on menstruat ion. 

Books f o r  Young Adolescents on Menstruat ion and Puberty 

Ruth Be1 1, Changing Bodies, Changing L ives:  A Book f o r  Teens on Sex and 
Re la t i onsh i  s New York: Random House, p. b i b l .  index. $15.95, 
b b 4 - X ;  pap., $9.95, ISBN O-:??j36::fX. LC 80-5298. 

JoAnn Gardner-Loulan, Bonnie Lopez, and Marcha Quackenbush, Period. San 
Franc isco:  New G l i de  Pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  1979. 89p. pap., B 6 . 0 0 , m  
0-912078-69-3. LC 79-25897. 

Reference Books f o r  Teachers on Menst ruat i  on and Menarche 

Caro lyn Cooperman and Chuck Rhoades, New Methods f o r  Puberty Education: Grades 
4-9. Morristown, NJ: Planned Parenthood o f  Northwest New Jersey, 1983. l v .  
m o s e l  e a f )  . $20.00, ISBN 0-9609366-0-2. 

Jan ice  Delaney, Mary Jane Lupton, and Emily Toth, The Curse: A Cu l t u ra l  
H i s t o r y  o f  Menstruat ion. New York: E.P. Dutton, 1916. 2lbp. b i b l .  index. 
LC 76-5461. 

Sharon Golub, ed., Menarche: The T r a n s i t i o n  from G i r l  t o  Woman. Lexington, 
MA: Lexington Books, 1983. 330p. b i  b l  . index. $30.00, ISBN 0-699-05982-X. 
LC 82-48105. - .- - .  

Papers presented a t  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  research conference on menarche. 
The book i s  d i v i ded  i n t o  e i g h t  t o p i c a l  sect ions:  phys io log ica l  , psychological  , 



educat ional , sexual, l i t e r a r y ,  c l i n i c a l  , and psych ia t r i c .  A l l  t he  work 
discussed i s  access ib le  t o  students and nonspeci a1 i sts.  

Paul a Weideger, Menstruat ion and Menopause: The Physiology and Psychology, t he  
Myth and the  Rea l i t y .  New York: Knopf, 1915. 215p. b i b l .  index. LC 75 - 
pap., New York: De l l  Pub l i sh ing  Co., 1977. LC 77-151283. 

Women and Health:  The Journal o f  Women's Heal th  Care v.8, no.213, SummerIFall 
1983: " L i f t i n a  t he  Curse o f  Menstruation: A Feminist  A ~ ~ r a i s a l  o f  t h e  
I n f l uence  o f  Menstruat ion on Warnen's L ives"  ( thematic i ssue) .  Sharon Golub, 
ed. Repr. New York: Haworth Press, 1983. 156p. b i b l .  $19.95, 
ISBN 0-86656-242-7. LC 83-12723. pap., New York: Har r ing ton  Press, 1985. 
$7.95, ISBN 0-918393-06-X. LC 84-19804. 

Sponsored F i  lrns on Menstruat ion 

Accent on You. (Wal ter  J. K l e i n  Co. 1984. Free loan  f o r  a shor t  term.) 
Produced f o r  ages n ine  t o  fourteen, the  f i r s t  pa r t  i s  f o r  a mixed audience 

o f  boys and g i  r l  s and t h e  second p a r t  i s  f o r  g i r l s  only. Sponsored by 
Tambrand, Inc., makers of Tampax tampons. 

4 
Growing Up On Broadwa . (Personal Products& 1989. Two day free loan o r  $25 
r e n t a l  f o r  one rnon 

Produced f o r  g::$ i n  grades f i v e  and s ix .  Sponsored by Personal 
Products, makers o f  Stayf ree san i t a r y  pads. 

J u l i e ' s  S to r  . (Kimberly-Clark Audio Visual L ibrary .  ' 1984. Free f o r  a shor t  
I+ 

Produced f o r  g i r l s  i n  grades f i v e  and six.  Sponsored by Kimberly-Clark, 
makers o f  Kotex san i t a r y  pads. 

Independently Produced F i  lms on Menstruat ion 
\ 

Dear Diary.  (Produced w i t h  t h e  Boston Family Planning P ro jec t  by Debra Franco 
and David Shepard. 1982. 25 min. $45 ren ta l .  New Day Films.) 

A funny educat ional f i l m  about female puberty, presented i n  a s i t u a t i o n  
comedy format. 

L inda 's  F i lm  on Menstruation. (Produced by Linda Fefennan. 1974. 18 min. 
315.59 ren ta l .  Michigan Media.) 

Humorously dramatizes t h e  experiences o f  a f i f t een -yea r -o ld  g i  r l  and he r  
s ix teen-year-o ld  boy f r i end  dur ing  her  f i r s t  period. Includes an animated 
sequence on t h e  phys io log ica l  process o f  menstruation. 

Per iod Piece. (Produced by Emily Cul pepper. n.d. 10 min. $50 o r  l ess  
ren ta l .  D i s t r i b u t e d  by Emily Culpepper.) 

C a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a t t i t u d e s  toward menstruat ion found, f o r  example, i n  
magazine ads assuring women t h a t  through technology "no one w i  11 know." I n  
add i t i on ,  t h e  f i lmmaker explores what she fee l s  i s  beau t i f u l  about 



menstruat ion. May be more s u i t a b l e  f o r  a high school group, ages four teen t o  
seventeen. Study guide ava i lab le .  

-- Margot Kennard Larson 

[Margot Larson i s  a graduate student i n  educat ional media i n  t he  Department o f  
Curr icu lum and I n s t r u c t i o n ,  UW-Madi son. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  working on her  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  "Menstruat ion Films f o r  Young Adolescent G i r l s :  A Par tnersh ip 
Between Educat ion and Indus t ry ,  1946-1984." She has a special  i n t e r e s t  i n  
f i 1 m and v ideo product ion, and hopes t o  cont inue maki ng educat ional programs 
w i t h  a f e m i n i s t  v i s i o n  a f t e r  she f i n i s h e s  her  degree.] 

D i s t r i b u t o r s  

Emi 1 y Cul pepper. 
64-R Sacramento S t . ,  Cambridge, MA 02138. (617) 547-0704. 

Kimberly-Clark Audio Visual L ib ra ry .  
5000 Park S t ree t  North, S t .  Petersburg, FL 33709-9989.. 

, Michigan Media. 
400 Four th  St., Ann Arbor, M I  48103. (313) 764-5360. 

New Day F i  lms . 
22 Riverview Dr., Wayne, NJ 07470. (201) 633-0212. 

~ e r s & a l  Products. 
1-800-223-0507 operator  99. 

Wal ter  J. K l e i n  Co. Ltd. 
6301 Camel Rd., Box 2087, Charolot te,  NC 28211. 

THE WISCONSIN WOMEN1 S LAW JOURNAL 

The F i r s t  Nat ional  Conference on Women and t h e  Law was he ld  i n  New York 
C i t y  i n  1970. F i f t y  people attended. When the  Six teenth Nat ional Conference 
opened t h i s  past March, again i n  New York, more than th ree  thousand people 
came -- at torneys,  women1 s r i g h t s  advocates, community a c t i v i s t s ,  and law 
students.  (1) During t h i s  same period, t h e  percentage o f  law degrees granted 
t o  women rose from 5% t o  32%. (2)  It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t he  p o l i t i c a l  mobi 1 i za t i on  
o f  women over  t he  l a s t  decade and a h a l f  has t r i gge red  a t i d a l  wave o f  
i n t e r e s t  i n  law and i n  lega l  remedies for  sexual i nequ i t i es .  

Yet, t o  look a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  law r e v i w s ,  one would never guess t he  
magnitude o f  t h i s  movement. While an occasional a r t i c l e  on a femi n i s t  t o p i c  
i s  accepted by t he  l a r g e l y  male e d i t o r i a l  h ie ra rch ies ,  these pub l i ca t i ons  f o r  
t h e  most p a r t  cont inue t o  r e f l e c t  t he  "old-boy" mainstream o f  t he  lega l  
profess ion.  



Some law students a t  t h e  UW-Madison Law School have been working over t he  
l a s t  year  and a h a l f  t o  c rea te  a new forum f o r  f em in i s t  l ega l  w r i t i n g ,  t he  
Wisconsin Women's Law Journal (WWLJ). - I r e c e n t l y  learned more about t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  from second-year student T r ina  Held, who has worked on the  journa l  
s i nce  she entered law school. 

The idea  f o r  a  new women's law journa l  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  law students Debbie 
Katz and Jane Schraf t .  Both o f  them worked on the  Wisconsin Law Review, and 
had seen i n t e r e s t i n g ,  w e l l - w r i t t e n  pieces on f e m i n i s t  t op i cs  re jec ted  by t he  
Review, w i t h  no reason given. Thei r experience was not unique, according t o  
-whose general impression i s  t h a t  " t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  law reviews don ' t  seem 
t o  be pub l i sh ing  a l o t  o f  women's issues." 

The WWLJ i s  not t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  kind. Two journa ls  -- Women & Law out of 
Ho fs t ra  U n i v e r s i t y  and Women's Law Journal from Los Angeles -- were launched 
i n  t h e  '70s, on ly  t o  cease before t h e  end of t h e  decade. Current ly ,  t he  
Harvard Women's Law Journal,  an annual pub l i sh ing  s ince  1978, most c l o s e l y  
approximates t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  law review i n  format and e d i t o r i  a1 s t ruc tu re ,  but  
pub1 i shes w r i t i n g  on such non t rad i t i ona l  t o p i c s  as premenstrual syndrome, 
pornography, ba t t e red  women, and insurance equi ty .  The Women's Rights  Law 
Reporter, issued by t h e  Rutgers Law School, and t h e  Women's Law Reporter, out 
m a ,  a lso  pub l i sh  l ega l  scholarsh ip on women's top ics.  

The founding e d i t o r s  o f  WWLJ i n tend  t h e i r  new p u b l i c a t i o n  t o  depar t  from 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  law review m m  i n  a number o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  ways. To begin 
w i  th ,  t h e  masthead w i l l  r e f 1  ec t  t h e i  r nonconformi ng edi  t o r i  a1 structure, "We 
have fou r  people who have d i f f e r e n t  ro les,  bu t  equal respons, ib i l i ty , "  Held 
informed me. "We don ' t  have an ed i t o r - i n - ch ie f ;  we don ' t  have a hierarchy. 
We b a s i c a l l y  a l l  c i Z 7 G y  o f  t h e  same things." 

Secondly, t h e  WWLJ hopes t o  expand t h e  scope o f  issues def ined as re levant  
t o  t h e  l ega l  p r o f e m n ,  borrowing on t h e  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach o f  
women's studies. They env is ion  a forum f o r  both t he  scholar  and the  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  one which would, i n  Held'  s-words, "encourage people from 
d i f f e r e n t  d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  w r i t e  f o r  us. We d w ' t  want t o  l i m i t  t h e  journa l  t o  
j u s t  law and law professors." 

F l  nalely, t h e  ed i t o r s  have made a very out -of  - the-ord inary commitment t o  
t h e i r  w r i t e r s  and t o  t h e  research and w r i t i n g  process. They do not  have a 
grade requirement f o r  w r i t e r s ,  as does t he  law review. And they are much more 
1 i k e l y  t o  o f f e r  t o  work w i t h  an author  on rev is ions  than they a re  t o  r e j e c t  a  
p iece  out o f  hand. When an author submits a paper t o  t h e  j ou rna l ,  s l he  i s  
assigned an e d i t o r  who w i l l  work w i t h  her lh im u n t i l  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  publ ished 
o r  abandoned. And t h i s  r u l e  appl ies,  Held says, regardless of t he  w r i t e r ' s  
d i s c i p l i n e :  " A  woman j u s t  c a l l e d  up who had done a paper f o r  a  women's s tud ies  
c lass,  and wanted t o  know i f  we'd pub l i sh  it. We' l l  g ive her  as much 
a t t e n t i o n  as we'd g ive  t o  somebody w r i t i n g  a s t r i c t l y  lega l  a r t i c l e .  .. . So 
i t ' s  a  l o t  o f  work." With t he  help o f  t h e i r  f a c u l t y  advisor,  June 
Weisberger, and o the r  sympathetic facu l ty ,  WWLJ s t a f f  have been able t o  ob ta in  
academic c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  already o v e r b u r d e n e m w  students who e d i t  and w r i t e  
f o r  t h e  journa l .  

The WWLJ was launched w i t h  t ha t  magic combination o f  bound1 ess enthusiasm - 
and na ive  ignorance c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  many a small press venture. When work 



began i n  t h e  Pal 1  o f  1984, He ld  r e c a l l e d ,  t h e  j o u r n a l  s t a f f  was " r e a l  e x c i t e d  
and wanted t o  p u b l i s h  r i g h t  away.'' But ,  she f u r t h e r  confessed, "None o f  us 
had a  whole l o t  o f  exper ience  w i t h  p u b l i s h i n g  o r  j o u r n a l i s m .  So we ran  i n t o  
many obs tac les ,  o f  course, t h a t  k e p t  d e l a y i n g  us a long  t h e  way -- 1  i k e  g e t t i n g  
exempt s t a t u s  as a  n o n p r o f i t  -- a1 1  t h o s e  mundane d e t a i l s .  And so f i n a l l y  
t h i s  s p r i n g  we w i l l  p u b l i s h  o u r  f i r s t  issue." 

The f i r s t  i s s u e  w i l l  r un  150 t o  175 pages. June Weisberger i s  a u t h o r  o f  
t h e  l e a d  a r t i c l e  on t h e  Wisconsin M a r i t a l  P r o p e r t y  Act. Jim B u r r ,  a  
p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  i n  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  c o n t r i b u t e s  an a r t i c l e  on t h e o r i e s  used 
i n  t o r t  cases f o r  DES v i c t i m s .  Karen Mor issey,  an a t t o r n e y  f rom Pewaukee, 
Wisconsin,  w r i t e s  about  a r t i f i c i  a1 insemi  n a t i o n  and s i n g l e  motherhood. 
Rounding o u t  t h e  i s s u e  a r e  a  p i e c e  on gender and p r i v a c y  i n  p r i s o n s  by law 
s t u d e n t  Penelope Hi l leman,  a  rev iew o f  t h e  newly p u b l i s h e d  three-volume 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Margare t  Fu l  l e r ' s  l e t t e r s ,  and a  fo reword by Wisconsin Supreme 
C o u r t  J u s t i c e  S h i r l e y  Abrahamson. 

The j o u r n a l  s t a f f  i n t e n d s  t o  p u b l i s h  one genera l  i s s u e  and one t h e m a t i c  
i s s u e  each year .  Though they  hope t h a t  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  pay f o r  
t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t hey  a r e  e x p l o r i n g  o t h e r  sources o f  f und i  ng as we1 1. S t a r t -  
up money was ob ta ined  f rom t h e  Student  Bar Counc i l .  And t h e  j o u r n a l  has j u s t  
r e c e i v e d  a  $6000 g r a n t  f rom t h e  Ev jue  Foundat ion  t o  cove r  t h e  c o s t  o f  a  word 
p rocesso r  -- a  r e a l  boon. 

The WWLJ has a l r e a d y  rece ived  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  hundred s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  I f  you 
would  1  i k e o  j o i n  t h e  ranks o f  subsc r ibe rs ,  w r i  t e  t h e  j o u r n a l  a t :  Wisconsi? 
Women's taw  Journa l ,  U n i V e r $ i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison Law School, 975 Bascom 
M a l l ,  Madison, W I  53706. S u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  $8.00 f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  $15.00 f o r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I f  you have access t o  a  m a i l i n g  l i s t  t h a t  m i g h t  f u r t h e r  expand 
t h e i r  readersh ip ,  p lease share t h a t ,  too. And, o f  course,  i f  y o u ' r e  ha rd  a t  
work on a  f e m i n i s t  a r t i c l e  w i t h  l e g a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s ,  c o n s i d e r  s u b m i t t i n g  i t  t o  
t h e  Wisconsin Women's Law Journa l  -- you may never  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
such a t t e n t i v e  e d i t i n g  aga in !  

-- C.C. 

NOTES - 
Women Lawyers Jou rna l  v.71, no.2, W in te r  1985, p.3. 

.. 
L N a t i o n a l  Cen te r  f o r  Educa t iona l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  D i g e s t  o f  Educa t iona l  

S t a t i s t i c s ,  1983-84 (Washington: U.S. Govt. P r i n t .  ?Iff . p 8 3 ) ,  p.128 ( f a b l e  
l o b j .  

EDITORS' NOTE 
Susan Sear ing  i s  t a k i n g  a  break f rom h e r  r e g u l a r  FC rev iew o f  r e f e r e n c e  t i t l e s  

@ - .  t h i s  issue.  "New Reference Works i n  Women's ~ t u d G s "  w i l l  be back i n  t h e  F a l l  
i s s u e  o f  F e m i n i s t  Col l e c t i o n s .  



NOTES 
[ E d i t o r s '  note: As readers may have not iced,  we are much more successful i n  
t r a c k i n g  new f e m i n i s t  pe r i od i ca l s  than specia l  issues o f  pe r i od i ca l s .  Unless 
we rece ive  an announcement from t h e  pub l i sher ,  o r  spot an ad i n  another 
source, thematic issues on femin is t  t op i cs  are l i k e l y  t o  escape our a t t en t i on .  
Ue would very much l i k e  t o  expand our specia l  issue coverage, and i n v i t e  our 
readers t o  he lp us. Please a l e r t  us t o  new fem in i s t  spec ia l  issues as you 
d iscover  them, and we i n  t u r n  w i l l  p u b l i c i z e  them i n  these pages.] 

Ada James \.lomen's Center Newsletter.  1985-. Ed.: Wendy Ho. Qua r te r l y .  710 
D n i v e r s i t y  Ave., b u l t e  202, Madison, W I  53715. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, 
Spr ing  1985; v.1, no.2, Summer 1985) 

Reports on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  UW-Madi son Ada James Women's Center, as 
w e l l  as o the r  f em in i s t  news on the  UW-Madison campus. Representat ive a r t i c l e s  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  two issues discuss a  symposium on Chicana/Native American women, 
o r  a n i z i n g  f o r  a  c h i l d  care t u i t i o n  ass is tance program, women's h i s t o r y  week, 
a  f e c t u r e  by Angela Davis, and Madison an t i -apar the id  demonstrations. 
Publ ished '  i n  8  1/2 X 11 inch  format; 8  t o  12 pages per  issue. 

A f r i c a n  Women Ris ing.  1984-. Qua r te r l y .  I n te rna t i ona l  Counci 1  o f  A f r i can  
Women, P.O. Box 8676, Washington, DC 20011. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, 
Summer 1984; v.1, no.2; Winter 1984) 

The ICAW i s  a  c o l l e c t i v e  o f  women o f  Af r ican descent formed i n  1982 " t o  
promote t h e  worldwide networking and development of A f r i can  women." The 
c o l l e c t i v e  de f ines  as A f r i can  "a1 1  peoples o f  A f r i can  descent i n  A f r i ca ,  t h e  
Caribbean, Aus t ra l i a ,  Asia, Europe, t he  Paci f i c  Is lands, and the  h e r i c a s . "  
The f i r s t  volume o f  A f r i can  Wmen Ris img w i l l  f ea tu re  in fo rmat ion  and plans 
f o r  t h e  World Conferences f o r  Women t o  be he ld  i n  Nai rob i ,  Kenya i n  J u l y  o f  
t h i s  year.  Published i n  8  1/2 X 11 inch-format;  4  pages. 

\ 

The Ahfad Journal.  1984-. Ed.: Lee G. Burchinal  . Semiannual. $15 ( i n d i v . )  ; 
$25 ( i n s t . ) .  P.O'. Box 167, Ahfad Un i ve rs i t y  Col lege f o r  Women, Omdurman, 
Sudan. ( Issue examined: v  .l, 1984) 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  issue o f  t h i s  new journa l  focusing on women i n  development 
a re  a r t i c l e s  on women's education, and female c i rcumcis ion i n  t he  Sudan. For 
t h e  second issue, t he  journa l  plans a r t i c l e s  on women, family, and Islam; t h e  
s t a t u s  of women i n  Sudan and o the r  sub-Saharan countr ies;  women, work, and 
development i n  t h e  Sudan; Sudanese women's s ta tus  and f e r t i l i t y ;  and the  
Sudanese women's movement. 

Backbone: A Journal o f  Wmen' s  L i t e ra tu re .  1984-. Ed.: Backbone Col l e c t i v e .  
Semiannual. $9. S ing le copy: $4. P.O. Box 95315, Seat t le ,  WA 98145. ( I ssue  
examined: v.1, no.1, Fa1 1  1984) 

"We wish t o  prov ide a  l i t e r a r y  forum f o r  women who otherwise f i n d  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  pub l i sh  t h e i r  work, no t  because t h e i r  work i s n ' t  o f  q u a l i t y ,  but  
because o f  circumstances such as geographical i s o l a t i o n ,  c o l o r  o f  skin,  and 
c l  ass and educat ional background" (Edi t o r i  a1 Statement, p.9). This new 
1  i t e r a r y  journa l  grew out o f  t he  Seal Press 's  "Backbone Series," which 



publ ished Northwest women's w r i t i n g  and a r t .  The f i r s t  i ssue  o f  t h e  newly 
i ndependent Backbone i s  beaut i  f u l  1  y  produced, and o f f e r s  poet ry  , s t o r i  es , and 
essays. Among t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  a re  Jo Cochran, Barbara Wilson, W c k i e  Sears, 
and Paula Gunn Al len.  

The Bel tane Papers: A News-Journal o f  Women's S p i r i t u a l i t y  & Thealogy [ s i c ] .  
td.: Helen G. I-arias. B/year. $8 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $13 ( l ns t . ) .  S ing le  

copy: $2. P.O. Box 8, Clear  Lake, WA 98235. ( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.8, 
Eos t re  [ s i c ]  1985) 

"The Bel tane Papers i s  a  meeting p lace  f o r  a l l  femin is t  s p i r i t u a l  women, 
emphasizing thealogy (Goddess-study), y e t  open t o  expressions and exp lo ra t i ons  
o f  o the r  Paths (Na t i ve  American, Feminist  Ch r i s t i an ,  Feminist  Jewish, 
A f r i can IB lack ,  etc.)." The e igh th  issue has a  thematic focus on women's 
r i t e s ,  and inc ludes  a r t i c l e s ,  r i t u a l s ,  a  s e r i a l i z e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  s tory ,  an 
"Eos t re t i de  Goddess Calendar," recipes, and l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  ed i t o r .  

Laby r i n th :  The Phi 1  adelph ia  Women's Newspaper. 1984-. Managing ed.: Raelyn 
karmon. Monthly. 88 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $15 ( i ns t . ) .  P.O. Box 42614, Ph i lade lph ia ,  PA 
19101. ( I ssue  examined: v.1. no.12. Mav 1985) 

" ~ e c a u s e  we be l i eve  t h a t - n o  onemof i s  can.speak fo r  feminism o r  f o r  women 
as a  whole, we do not  r e s t r i c t  ourselves t o  any one concept ion o f  feminism, 

A 
b u t  encourage a  broad d iscuss ion  o f  issues re levan t  t o  women." I n  t h e  t w e l f t h  
i s s u e  ( twe l ve  pages i n  leng th )  a r e  a r t i c l e s  on v io lence  against  abo r t i on  
c l i n i c s ,  feminism and Mother 's Day, and Judy Chicago's "The B i r t h  Pro jec t " ;  
book and music reviews; news; and l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  ed i to r .  

Lesbian Eth ics.  1984?-. Ed.: Jeanet te  S i l v e i  m. 3lyear .  $12 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $16 
i n g l e  copy: $5. LE Pub l i ca t ions ,  P.O. BOX 943, Venice, CA 90294. 

Issue examined: v.1, no.2, Spring 1985) 7 
I n  t h e  second i ssue  o f  t h i s  new j ou rna l ,  Susan Cavin con t r i bu tes  an 

exce rp t  f rom he r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on female homosocial re1 a t i ons ;  J u l i a  Penelope 
presents  t h e  second o f  t h ree  i ns ta l lmen ts  o f  her  a r t i c l e ,  "The Mystery o f  
Lesbians ," a p o l i t i c a l  ana l ys i s  o f  feminism, t h e  women's community, and 
1  esb i  an separatism; Sarah Luc i  a  Hoagland- submits a  commentary on Penel ope 's  
a r t i c l e ;  readers share t h e i r  views on monogavy and non-monogamy; and Anna Lee 
w r i t e s  on "The T i  red Old Quest ion o f  Male Children." The journa l  i s  
b e a u t i f u l  l y  produced, and t h e  w r i t i n g  i s  o f  h igh qua1 i ty.  

Southern Rural  Women's Network Newslet ter.  1983?-. Ed.: Sharon A. Mi les.  
Q u a r t e r l y .  $/.50. P.O. Box 3548, Jackson, MS 39207. ( Issues examined: v.2, 
no.2, J u l y  1984; v.3, no.1, Spring 1985) 

"The Southern Rural Women's Network i s  a  reg ional  assoc ia t ion  o f  r u r a l  
women.. .founded on t h e  premise t h a t  r u r a l  women working i n  concert  can e f f e c t  
s o c i a l  change, and begin i n  a  systematic way t o  develop t h e  leadersh ip  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  Southern r u r a l  women." E igh t  t o  s i x t een  pages i n  length,  t h i s  
news le t t e r  inc ludes  news on t h e  Network and reg ional  events, e d i t o r i a l s ,  
announcements, p o r t r a i t s  o f  communi t y  1  eaders, in terv iews,  a r t i c l e s ,  and 
r e v i  ews. 

Upfront :  A Black Women's Newspaper. 1984?-. Ed. : The Upfront  Col l e c t i v e .  
Q u a r t e r l y .  $5. -P.0. Box 2293, Washington, DC 20013. ( Issue examined: v.1, 
no.4, Spr ing 1985) 

The four.th issue o f  t h i s  newspaper i s  s i x teen  pages long, and o f f e r s  
a r t i c l e s  on t h e  daughter o f  Bishop Desmond Tutu, t h e  Nat ional  P o l i t i c a l  



Congress o f  Black Women, b reas t  cancer, b lacks i n  t h e  Freeze Movement, l e s b i a n  
motherhood, s i ng le  parents,  and t h e  recent  dethron ing o f  t h e  f i  r s t  b lack Miss 
America; p l u s  an e d i t o r i a l ,  poet ry ,  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  and announcements. 

The Woman's Journal. 1985-. Ed.: P a t r i c i a  Desmond. Monthly. $9. 107 
kompatuck Rd., Hingham, MA 02043. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, January 1985 - 
v.1, no.6, June 1985) 

"The Woman's Journal 'was conceived as t h e  veh i c l e  f o r  women t o  communicate 
about t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and economic events and thoughts here i n  
Massachusetts." The f i r s t  s i x  issues o f  t h i s  newspaper, each twelve t o  
s i x t e e n  pages i n  length,  f ea tu re  a r t i c l e s ,  repor ts ,  commentary, poet ry ,  
p o r t r a i t s ,  reviews, and news. Representat ive t o p i c s  i nc l ude  abor t ion,  t h e  
f e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  pover ty ,  j o b  hunt ing,  insurance, success, and t h e  m a r t i a l  , 

a r t s .  

SPECIRC ISSUES OF PERIODICRLS 

C h i l d  U e l f a r e  v.64, no.3, MayIJune 1985: "Toward a Femin is t  Approach t o  C h i l d  
k e l r a r e . "  Guest ed.: Lela 0. Costin. $20 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $38 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  
copy: $4.50. 67 I r v i n g  Place, New York, NY 10003. ( I s sue  examined) 

A r t i c l e s  on: t h e  r o l e  o f  mothers i n  fa ther-daughter  i nces t ;  c h i l d  abuse, 
gender, and t h e  myth o f  fami l y  independence; teenage pa ren t i  hg; t h e  
f e m i n i z a t i 6 n  o f  poverty;  f o s t e r  f am i l y  care; c h i l d  care services; gender 
d i  screpanci  es between del  i nquent behavior and c o n t r o l  ; a m i n o r i t y  fmi n i  s t  
pe rspec t i ve  on c h i l d  we l fa re  issues; and women and men working i n  c h i l d  
we1 fare.  

Room o f  One's Own v.8, n0.4, 1984: "Tessera." Guest eds.: Barbara Godard, 
Daphne M a r l a t t ,  Kathy Mezei, Ga i l  Scot t .  S ing le  copy: $3. P.O. Box 46160, 
S t a t i o n  G, Vancouver, B.C. V6R 465, Canada. ( Issue examined) 

"Tessera w i l l  appear once a year  as a spec ia l  i ssue  o f  an a1 ready 
e s t a b l m a g a z i  ne.. . .we wish t o  o f f e r  a  forum f o r  d i  a1 ogue between French 
and Eng l i sh  womeh w r i t e r s  and among women across Canada i n te res ted  i n  l i t e r a r y  
c r i t i c i s m "  (p.2). Th is  f i r s t  i ssue  presents h r t i c l e s  i n  both Eng l i sh  and 
French. Eng l i sh  a r t i c l e s  inc lude:  "Canadian Women Poets and t he  Syndrome o f  
t h e  Female Man," by Wendy Ke i tner ;  " I s  Feminist  L i t e r a r y  C r i t i c i s m  Becoming 
Anti-Femi n i  s t ? "  by Andrea Lebowi t z ;  and "Doubl e-Read: On Margaret Atwood's 
Bodi 1  Harm," by J e n n i f e r  Waelt i -Hal ters.  T rans la t ions  o f  French a r t i c l e s  a re  
&a- For more i n fo rma t i on  about subsequent issues o f  Tessera, con tac t  
Kathy Mezei, Eng l i sh  Department, Simon Frazer  Un i ve rs i t y ,  8- B.C. V5A 
1S6, Canada. 

CCRSED PUBCICRTION 

New Women's Times 1984-1985. I l l y e a r .  804 Meigs St., Rochester, NY 14620. 
( I n fo rma t i on  from o f f  our backs v.15, no.6, June 1985) 

Many f e m i n i s t  readers w i l  1 sore ly  miss t h e  f i n e  repo r t i ng  o f  t h e  New 
Women's Times, and t h e  t renchant  c r i t i c i s m  o f  i t s  Femin is t  Review, i s q d  s i x  
t imes  a yea r  as a supplement. I n  t h e  June 1985 i ssue  o f  o f f  our backs, t he  
NWT women o f f e r  t h e i r  fa rewe l l ,  a t t r i b u t i n g  t h e  paper 's demise t o  Reaganomics, - 
personal c r i ses ,  s t a f f  burnouts, and d im in i sh ing  support  from t h e  women's 
community. They w r i t e ,  "We reg re t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  one vo ice  less  f o r  women a t  a  



t ime  when woman-hating i s  rampant, and t h e  f e m i n i s t  media i s  needed more than 
ever."  o f f  our backs i s  honoring - NUT subscr ip t ions  and pub l i sh ing  reviews and 
essays scheduled f o r  t h e  New Women's Times Feminist  Review i n  t h e i r  June and 
J u l y  issues. Back issues o f  the  - NUT are  a v a i l a b l e  from the  paper a t  i t s  
Rochester address. 

THE OBJECT OF THE LAW I S  JUSTICE: WOMEN IN THE JUDICIARY i s  the  t i t l e  o f  a 
one-hour p roduc t ion  on Wisconsin women judges t h a t  a i r e d  l a s t  December on 
Wisconsin Pub l i c  Radio. Produced by J u d i t h  Strasser, t h e  program features 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h i r t e e n  women judges, e x p l o r i n  why they entered t h e  
profess ion;  t h e i r  experiences as law students,  qawyers, and judges; and 
whether they  be l i eve  having women on t h e  bench makes a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of law. A tape o f  t h e  program may be purchased f o r  $7 from V i c k i  
Nonn, WHAIWERN Radio, 821 Univers i  t y  Avenue, Madi son, M I  53706. 

CRITICAL MATRIX is ,  a se r i es  o f  working papers produced by t h e  Program i n  
komen's Studies a t  Pr ince ton  Un i ve rs i t y .  The papers o r i g i n a t e d  as t a l k s  
presented a t  Pr inceton,  and a re  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  un f in ished  form i n  hopes t h a t  
readers w i  11 contact  authors d i  r e c t l  y t o  devel op i n t e r d i  sc i  p l  i nary d i a l  ogue. ' Three papers have a1 ready been publ ished t h i s  spr ing,  and t h r e e  more are 
scheduled f o r  F a l l  o f  1985. Subscr ip t ions are $12 f o r  s i x  issues. S ing le  
i ssues  a re  $2 each. Contact C r i t i c a l  Ma t r i x ,  Program i n  Women's Studies,  
P r i nce ton  Un i ve rs i t y ,  Pr inceton,  NJ o m 4  (6'09-452-5430). 

a . 
BOOK RCVICWS 

Evelyn Tor ton  Beck, ed., Nice Jewish G i r l s :  4 Lesbian Anthology. Watertown, 
MA: Persephone Press, 1982; repr.  Trumansburg. 'NY: Crossing Press, 1984. 
286p. b i  b l .  $19.95, I S R N  0-89594-138-4; pap., $8.95, ISBN 0-89594-137-6. 
LC 82-152665. 

Beth Brant  (Degonwadonti) , ed., A Gather ing o f  S p i r i t :  Wr i t i ng  & A r t  By North 
American I nd ian  Women. S i n i s t e r  Wisdom no. . ed. Rockland, ME: 
S i n i s t e r  M i  s d m  Books, 1384. 223p. b i  b l  . 2iiit: :?ii,Z%~~ 0-317-13139-7. 

A n i t a  Cornwell,  Black Lesbian i n  White America. Tal lahassee, FL: Naiad Press, 
1983. 129p. pap., $7.50, ISBN 0-930044-41-X. LC 82-18945. 

Margaret Cruikshank, ed., Lesbian Studies:  Present and Future. Old Westbury, 
NY: Femin is t  Press, 1982. 2 8 6 ~ .  b i  b I  . index. $14.95. 0-935312-06-4: Pap., 
$7.95, ISRN 0-935312-07-2. LC' 82-4972. 

Margaret Cruikshank, ed., New Lesbian W ~ i t i n p .  San Francisco: Grey Fox Press; 
d i s t r .  Eugene, OR: Subterranean, 1984. 200p. b i b l .  pap., $7.95, 
I S B N  0-912516-81-X. LC 83-22603. 



Trudy Darty  and Sandee Pot ter ,  eds., Women-Identified Women. Palo A l to ,  CA: 
Mayf ie ld  Publ ish ing Company, 1984. 316p. b i  b l .  pap., 811.95, 
ISBN 0-87484-573-4. ' LC 83-62837. 

L i l l i a n  Fadenan, Scotch Verdic t :  Miss P i r i e  and Miss Woods v. Dame Cumminq 
Gordon. New York: Morrow, 1983. 320p. index. $17.50, ISBN-0-688-01559-X; 
pap., $8.95, ISBN 0-688-02054-2. LC 83-8620. 

Alma Gomez, Cherr ie Moraga, and Mariana Romo-Carmona, eds., Cuentos : Stor ies 
B Lat inas. Brooklyn, NY: Kitchen Table Uomen o f  Color Press, 1983. 241p. 

5, ISBN 0-913175-01-3. LC 83-202778. h 
Judy Grahn, Another Mother Tongue: Gay Words, Ga Worlds. Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1 9 8 4 . 3 ~ .  DIDI. index. $19 . 95 , I d 0  - WD- -6716-4. LC 83-45953. 

Nym Hughes, Yvonne Johnson, and Yvette Perreaul t ,  Stepping Out o f  Line: A 
Workbook on Lesbianism and Feminfsm. Vancouver, B.C.: Press sang, 1984. 
2 0 1 ~ .  b i b l .  pap., $12.95, ISBN 0-88974-016-X. 

G l o r i a  T. Hu l l ,  P a t r i c i a  Be l l  Scott, and Barbara Smith, eds., A l l  the  Women 
Are White, A l l  t he  Blacks Are Men, But Some o f  Us Are Brave: Black Women's 

4 Studies. Old Westbury, NY: Femini.st Press, 1982. 401p. b i b l .  index. 
T K ! K  ISBN 0-912670-92-4; pap., $9.95, ISBN 0-912670-95-9. LC 81-68918. 

Human Rights Foundation, Inc., Demystifying Hpmosexuality: A Teaching Guide 
About Lesbians and Gay Men. New York: I r v i ng ton  Publishers, Inc., 1984. 
175p. b i  b l .  index. pap., $12.95, ISBN 0-8290-1273-7. LC 83-4369. e 

Jonathan N. Katz, Gay/Lesbi an Almanac: A New Documentary. New York: Harper & 
Row, 1983. 764p. b ib l .  index. $27 84 , ISBN 0 - 06 - 0149 68-X; pap., $16.30, 
I SBN 0-06-090966-8. LC 81-48237. 

Susan Krieger,. The M i r r o r  Dance: I d e n t i t y  i n  a Women's Community. 
Phi ladelphia:  Temple Un ive rs i t y  Press, p. b ib l .  .95, 
ISBN 0-87722-304-1 ; $8.95 pap., ISBN 07%!,3::!9. LC 82-1;:;4. 

Audre Lorde, S i s t e r  Outsider: Essays and Speeches. Trumansburg, NY: Crossing 
Press, 1984. 594-142-2; pap., $7.95, 

Audre Lorde, Zami: A New Spe l l ing  o f  My Name. Watertown, MA: Persephone 
Press, 1982; repr.  Trumansburg, NY: Crossing Press, 1983. 256p. $16.95, 
ISBN 0-89594-123-6; pap. , $7.95, ISBN 0-89594-122-8. LC 82-15086. 

Barbara MacDonald w i t h  Cynthia Rich, Look Me I n  the  Eye: Old Uomen, Aging & 
San Francisco: Spinsters, Ink, 1983. 115p. b i b l .  pap., $5.95, 

%%%933216-09-2. LC 83-82554. I 

Cherr ie  Moraga, Loving i n  t he  War Years: Lo Que Nunca Paso Por Sus Labios. 
Boston: South End press, 1983. 152p. b t b l .  $20.00, I" 0 - 8 9 6 a  
pap., $7.00, ISBN 0-89608-195-8. LC 83-61474. - 



L i s a  Schoenf ie lder  and Barb Wieser, eds., Shadow on a  T ight rope:  Wr i t ings  by 
Women on Fat Oppression. Iowa C i t y ,  I A :  Aunt .Lute Book Co., 1983. 243p. 
bi b l  . pap., $8.95, ISBiU 0-317-02243-1. 

J u d i t h  Schwarz, "Lesbians." I n  The Women's Annual no.4, 1983-1984, 
pp.107-123. Sarah M. P r i t cha rd ,  ed. Boston: G.K. Ha l l ,  1984. $35.00, 
ISBN 0-8161-8703-7; pap., $14.95, ISBN 0-8161-8725-8. LC 82-641994. 

J u d i t h  Schwarz, Radical Femin is ts  o f  Heterodoxy: Greenwich V i l l a g e  1912-1940. 
Lebanon, NH: New V i c t o r i a  Publ ishers ,  Inc., 1982. 110p. b i  b l .  index. pap., 
$6.95, ISBN 0-934678-05-7. LC 81-85702. 

Signs: Journal o f  Women i n  Cu l t u re  and Society  v.9, no.4, Summer 1984: "The 
L j I s s u e . "  - 9740 . R e ~ r .  Chicaso: U n i v e r s i t v  of 
Chicago Press, 1985; - index. -  $20.00, ISBN 0-226-26151-4; pap., $10.95,- 
ISBN 0-226-26152-2. LC 84-16246. 

Barbara Smith, ed. ,  Home G i r l s :  A Black Feminist  Anthology. Brooklyn, NY: 
K i t chen  Table Women o f  Color Press, 1983. 337p. b i b l .  pap., $10.95, 
ISBN 0-913175-02-1, LC 84-168087. 

4 Jean Swallow, ed., Out Frun Under: Sober Dykes & Our Friends.. San Francisco: 
Sp ins te rs ,  Ink,  1983. 239p. bl  b l  . pap., $8.95, ISBN 0-933216-08-4. 
L C  83-50762. 

I n  1981, Femin is t  Co l l ec t i ons  featured a review o f  twen ty - f i ve  t e x t s  i n  
l e s b i a n  s tud ies.  The author,  Evelyn Tor ton Beck, noted t h e  increased 
r e c o g n i t i o n  achieved by slesbi an scholarsh ip  and w r i t i n g s  , recogn i t i on  not  on1 y  
w i t h i n  t h e  l esb ian  f em in i s t  canmunity bu t  a lso  w i t h i n  academic and t r ade  
pub l i sh ing .  During t h e  past  t h r e e  years, t h i s  welcome t r end  has cont inued and 
reached p a r t i c u l a r  h igh  po in t s  w i t h  t h e ' p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1984 o f  t h e  f i r s t  
l e s b i a n  i ssue  of Si ns and t he  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  The Women's Annual t o  fea tu re  P a f u l l  chapter  on esbians. We have witnessed a  p ro fus ion  o f  t e x t s  t ha t ,  
taken  together ,  now make i t  imposslble t o  c la im t h a t  t h e r e  are not  enough 
m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  teach courses o r  b u i l d  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  l esb ian  
s tud ies.  Yet t o  ce leb ra te  t h e  abundance o f  recent  pub l i ca t i ons  i s  a lso  t o  
admit  t h e  necess i ty ,  however f r u s t r a t i n g ,  t o  be s e l e c t i v e  i n  a  shor t  essay. 
T h i s  rev iew emphasizes n o n f i c t i o n  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  represent t h e  expanding scope 
o f  contemporary l esb ian  studies.  

The p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Lesbian Studies:  Present and Fu tu re  ed i ted  by Margaret 
Cruikshank marked a  mi lestone i n  t h e  development of women's studies.  I t s  
purpose i s  t h ree fo l d :  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  recent work o f  lesb ian  academics and 
c u l t u r a l  workers, and i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  f em in i s t  education; t o  exp lo re  t h e  
consequences o f  l esb ian  i n v i s i b i l i t y  and exc lus ion  from t h e  curr icu lum;  and t o  
record  and preserve l esb ian  h i s t o r y .  Personal accounts o f  lesb ians i n  t h e  
academic wor ld  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  classroom issues -- from cur r i cu lum 
con ten t  t o  sexual energy and homophobia -- are f o l  1  owed by "New- Research/New 
Perspect ives"  and an appendix o f  resources. These l a s t  sect ions prov ide 
ext remely  use fu l  mate r i  a1 s, i n c l u d i n g  b i b l i og raph ies ,  indexes, and sy l  l a b i  , as 
we1 l as p rovoca t i ve  analyses o f  l esb ian  h i s t o r y  and biography, femin is t  



c r i t i c i s m ,  and heterosexi  s t  assumptions i n  women's studies. 

Cru i  kshank extends her notable c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  lesb ian  s tud ies w i t h  New 
Lesbian Wr i t inp.  I n i t i a l l y  conceived as a t e x t  f o r  lesb ian  and gay l i t e z u r e  
courses, t he  work a lso w i l l  be usefu l  f o r  women's studies, e thn i c  studies, o r  
c lasses i n  contemporary cu l tu re .  Crui  kshank se lec t s  from several genres 
" w r i t i n g  by women who have not appeared i n  p r i n t  before, who are  not y e t  we l l  
known, unpublished work by es tab l i shed wr i t e r s ,  and work from o the r  count r ies  
new t o  American readers" (p .x i ) .  Deserving o f  p a r t i c u l a r  mention are t he  
se lec t i ons  by f ou r  lesb ian  w r i t e r s  over t h e  age o f  s i x t y - f i v e  and t h e  
impress ive se lected b ib l iography  o f  recent lesb ian  l i t e r a t u r e  publ ished 
between 1980 and 1983. (1 )  

Teachers o f  lesb ian  s tud ies  o f t e n  have d i f f i c u l t y  f i n d i n g  e a s i l y  
access1 b l e  ma te r i a l s  o f  any k i nd  f o r  t he  classoom, l e t  alone an acceptable . 
textbook. Women-Identi f i e d  Women, intended t o  be "an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  
anthology on IeSblanS and lesblan c u l t u r e  t h a t  could be e a s i l y  adapted f o r  use 
i n  t h e  co l l ege  classroom" (p.x i ) ,  admirably f i l l s  t h i s  gap. A r t i c l e s  by 
academics and a c t i v i s t s  re f1  e c t  the  d i v e r s i t y  and complexi ty o f  l e s b i  an 
i d e n t i t y  and existence; t h e  s t rugg le  f o r  sel  f - d e f i n i t i o n  and empowerment i n  
t h e  face o f  oppression; and t h e  transformation o f  p o l i t i c s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and 

J music i n  l esb ian  c u l t u r e  and community. Although the  t e x t  would be 
strengthened by. add i t i ona l  e thn i c  and c u l t u r a l  pers ec t i ves  ( t h e  absence o f  
Asian American lesbians i s  espec ia l l y  d isappo in t ingr ,  i t  does o f f e r  a  balanced 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  work by Nat ive American, Black, Puerto Rican, pnd Jewish 
1 esbl  ans. . 

* * 

women's studies. Moreover, t he  t h e o r e t i c a l  essays and p r a c t i c a l  ma te r i a l s  
gathered by G l o r i a  T. Hu l l ,  P a t r i c i a  Be1 F Scot t ,  and Barbara Smith represent a  
model o f  how l esb ian  feminism can be included\ w i t h i n  a work o f  broader scope. 
Th is  i n f l u e n t i a l  volume c a l l s  our a t t e n t i o n  t o  what i s  perhaps t h e  s i n g l e  most 
impor tan t  t r e n d  i n  feminism and women's studies: t h e  recogn i t ion  and 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  among femin is ts  - - ' d i f f e rence  o f  cu l tu re ,  c lass, 
race, age, and a b i l i t y .  Lesbians have been i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h i s  s t rugg le  
f o r  t he  recogn i t i on  o f  d i f fe rence ,  and lesb ian  s tud ies  has been enr iched by 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  c l ea r ,  s t rong voices o f  women who, u n t i l  recen t ly ,  have been 
ignored  a t  best, and sometimes si lenced, w i t h i n  t h e  women's movement and 
women's studies. Black, Nat ive American and Jewish lesbians have resolved t o  
be ' s i l e n t  no more." 

The c o l l e c t i v e  voices o f  Evelyn Tor ton Beck's Nice Jewish G i r l s :  A Lesbian 
Antholo echo t h e  d e t e n i  na t i on  o f  Jewish lesbians t o  conf r an t  ant i -Semit ism --F among em in i s t s  as we l l  as non-feminists, and t o  a f f i n n  t h e  f u l l  d i v e r s i t y  o f  
t h e i  r l esb ian  and Jewish i d e n t i t i e s  -- a d i v e r s i t y  which, encompassing Arabic  
Jews and Jewish lesbians o f  co lo r ,  sha t te rs  stereotypes. This resolve t o  be 
" a l l  o f  who we are" (p.xxxj a l so  emerges i n  two o ther  important works. Edi ted 
by Beth Brant,  A Gather ing o f  S p i r i t  o f f e r s  a landmark c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s to r i es ,  
personal accounts, poems, a r t i c l e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  and graphics by North Pmerican 
Ind ian  women, many o f  them lesbian. Home G i r l s :  A Black Feminist  Anthology, 



another volume compi l e d  by black l e s b i  an-f&i  n i  s t  Barbara Smi  th ,  achieves a  
good represen ta t ion  o f  b lack l esb ian  w r i t e r s  and o f f e r s  a  separate sec t ion  
e n t i t l e d  "Black Lesbians--Who W i l l  F i g h t  For Our L i ves  But Us?" 

The m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  we1 1  -spr ings o f  l esb ian  experience and ana lys is  are 
a l s o  underscored i n  Black Lesbian i n  White America, a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
and a u t o b i o q r a ~ h i c a l  w r i  t i n q s  bv b lack l esb ian  a c t i v i s t  An i ta  Cornwell.  and i n  
t h e  recent work o f  Audre ~o;;de.- Lorde4s autobiography , Zami : A New spel li n 
o f  M Name, and t h e  long-awaited e d i t i o n  o f  her  c o l l e c t e d  essays and speech&, 
S i s t e r  u t s i d e r ,  make s i g n i f i c a n t  con t r i bu t i ons  t o  t h e  f e m i n i s t  t rans fo rmat ion  + 
o t  language and' cu l tu re .  Zami fuses autobiography, h i s t o r y ,  and myth i n t o  a  
new genre which Lorde n a m e n i  omythography ," and draws t r ans fo rma t i ve  power 
from her  Carr iacou West I n d i a n  name, Zami, which means "women who work 
t oge the r  as f r i e n d s  and lovers "  (p.255.). I n  S i s t e r  Outsider,  Lorde goes 
beyond recogn i t i on  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  urge t h a t  f em in i s t s  con f ron t  our 
d i f f e rences  a c t i v e l y ,  even a n g r i l y ,  i n  o rder  t h a t  they may be sources f o r  
change and empowerment. D i f f e rence  must be recognized as "a c r u c i a l  s t reng th"  
and impel us toward change, she argues: " i n  our world, d i v i d e  and conquer must 
become d e f i n e  and empower" (p.112). 

Lesbian pub l i sh ing  has su f f e red  one p a r t i c u l a r l y  pa in fu l  l oss  i n  t h e  l a s t  
d two years, t h e  demi se o f  t h e  pathbreaking Persephone Press. Yet, a t  t h e  same 

t ime, t h e  estab l ishment  o f  K i t chen  Table: Women o f  Color  Press s i g n i f i e s  an 
impor tan t  new development. Cuentos: S to r i es  by Lat inas, one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  from t h i s  press, pi.oneers t h e  f i c t i o n a l  po r t r aya l  o f  issues 
con f ron ted  by "La t i na  w r i t e r s  and a c t i v i s t s  who i d e n t i f y  as U.S. Th i rd  World 
Women" (p.x). The t h i r d  sec t i on  o f  t h i s  c o t l e c t i o n ,  "Tres," deals w i t h  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n s  and tensions among sexual choice, race, c lass,  and cu l t u re ,  as 
t h e  authors s t r u g g l e  s imultaneously w i t h  l esb ian  s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n  and 
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  c u l t u r e s  which may i n t e r p r e t  lesb ian ism as be t raya l .  I n  Lov in  

+r i n  t h e  War Years, Cuentos co-edi tor  and c o n t r i b u t o r  Cher r ie  Moraga pursues 
uncompromising e x a m n  o f  t h i s  same dilemma and t h e  m u l t i p l e  meanings o f  
be ing  a  Chicana and a  l esb ian  i n  contemporary Pmerica. With i n t e n s i t y  and 
coura e, her  poems, s to r i es ,  and essays-combat t h e  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  Chicana 4 i d e n t  t y  and sexua l i t y ,  and f o r c e f u l l y  c l a i m  " the  r i g h t  t o  passion expressed 
i n  our  own c u l t u r a l  tongue and movements" (p.136). 

Three o the r  books, Sober Dykes and Our Friends, Shadow on a  T ight rope:  
Wr i t i ngs  By Women on Fat Oppression, and Look Me i n  t he  Eye: Old Women, Agin 

r e f l e c t  t h e  chal lenge o f  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  e x i s t s  apar t  from ethni: 
her i tage.  These c o l l  ec t ions  prov ide personal accounts from 

a1 coho1 i c ,  f a t ,  and o l d e r  lesb ians,  con f ron t i ng  preconceptions and reveal  i ng 
t h e  a1 1  - too- f  requent i s o l a t i o n  t h a t  d i  f f e rence  imposes, an i s o l a t i o n  t h a t  
d im in ishes  us a l l .  These voices from t h e  margins push us t o  new percept ions 
and understandings essen t ia l  t o  f e m i n i s t  education, reminding us t h a t  our 
s t r e n g t h  and p o t e n t i a l  l i e  i n  commonality - and d i f f e rence .  

Women's h i s t o r y  reveals and reclaims our past i n  order  t h a t  we may b e t t e r  
comprehend and shape our present and future.  Scholars o f  l esb ian  h i s t o r y  and 
biography grapple w i t h  un iquely  cha l leng ing  quest ions o f  d e f i n i t i o n  and 
documentation. I n  GayILesbian Almanac: A New Documentary, Jonathan Katz 
marshal 1s conv inc ing evidence t h a t  t h e  s t r i c t  d ichotomizat ion o f  "homosexual " 



and "heterosexual"  i s  a  h i s t o r i c a l  cons t ruc t  invented i n  t h e  Uni ted States i n  
t h e  l a t e  1890s and e a r l y  1900s. Weaving news repor ts  and d i a r i e s ,  medical 
case records and t r i a l  testimony, laws, f i c t i o n  and popular cu l tu re ,  Katz 
documents two d i s t i n c t  per iods i n  American lesb ian  and gay h i s t o r y ,  t he  
c o l o n i a l  "Age o f  Sodomitical Sin, 1607-1740" and the  ea r l y  modern " Inven t ion  
of t h e  Homosexual, 1880-1950." Katz 's  i n t roduc t i on ,  "Lesbian and Gay 
H i  story--Theory and Pract ice,"  and h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  e n t r i e s  "con ta in ing  
t h e  most subs tan t i a l  references t o  women-loving women" (p. ix )  increase t h e  
va lue  o f  t h i s  work f o r  lesb ian  studies. 

I n  Scotch Verd ic t  , L i  1  li an Fadennan combi nes h i s t o r i c a l  fact  and 
f i c t i o n a l i z e d  autobiography t o  b r i n g  t o  l i f e  t he  " s i ngu la r  and unpara l le led"  
case o f  two nineteenth-century boarding school p rop r i e to rs ,  Jane P i r i e  and 
Marianne Woods. P l r i e  and Woods were l i b e l e d  I n  1810 by one o f  t h e i r  students 
and her  grandmother !ho claimed t h a t  t h e  schoolmistresses "repeatedly l ay  
toge ther  i n  indecent a t t i t udes ,  and were g u i l t y  o f  lewd and indecent behavior 
t o  each other"  (p.62). Best known through L i l l i a n  Hellman's The Ch i l d ren ' s  
Hour, t h i s  fasc ina t ing  case i s  presented here w i t h  f a r  g rea te r  complexi ty and 
=ent ic i t y .  Fademan extends her  exp lo ra t i on  o f  romantic f r i endsh ips  begun 
I n  Surpassing t h e  Love o f  Men and tack les,  s t i l l  w i thout  complete success, t h e  
nagging quest ion o f  sexua l i t y  and ambigui ty i n  lesb ian  l i v e s  o f  past  
centur ies.  Despi te  t h e  f r u s t r a t i n g  lack o f  documentary evidence so o f t e n  
encountered by t h e  researcher i n  lesb ian  h i s t o r y ,  Scotch Ve rd i c t  i s  a  welcome 
add i t i on .  

- 
I n  t h e  twen t i e th  century,  such "unorthodox women," i n c l u d i  ng many 

1  esb i  an*, c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  members'hi~. o f  t h e  Heterodoxy Club. descr ibed bv 
J u d i t h  ~ c h w a r z  i n  Radical  ~ e m i  n i s t s '  o f  Heterodoxy: ~Genwic 'h  V l l  l age  

- 
1912-1940. Testimony t o  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  among femin is ts  o f  a  former era, 
heterodoxy claimed stockbrokers and sett lement house workers. soci  a1 i s t s  and 
Daughtersw o f  t h e  American Revolut ion, actresses and soci a1 r@fomers .  Lesbi an 
couples were a  s t rong presence i n  t h i s  group as we1 1, and t h e  desc r i p t i ons  of 
1  i fe-1 ong re1 a t i onsh ips  -- which inc luded shared households, expenses and' 
incomes, sexual enjoyment, and even c h i l d r e a r i n g  -- open a  unique view i n t o  
e a r l y  c rea t ions  o f  l esb ian  fami ly .  \ 

Another Mother Tongue: Gay Words, Gay Worlds exempl i f ies t h e  ka le idoscopic  
sources which a re  t h e  " s t u f f "  o f  h i s to r v .  Judv Grahn br inas her  ~ o e t ' s  Den 
and imaginat ion t o  a  s k i  1  l f u l  weaving o? myth,- occul t ,  and - t r i ba l  ' t r a d i t i o n ,  
1  e x i  cons and slang, personal i n t e r v i  ews and autobiographical  experience and 
musings, as we1 1  as more t r a d i t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  mater i  a1 s. The r e s u l t i n g  
c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Gayness i s  readable as a  novel, y e t  has a l l  t h e  beauty and 
power o f  poetry. 

Yet another innova t ive  approach i s  taken i n  The M i r r o r  Dance: I d e n t i t y  i n  
a  Women's Communi ty .  Kr ieger  pa in t s  an unusual l y  sympathetic and reveal i n g  
p o r t r a i t  o f  a  mldwest l esb ian  community, based on her  p a r t i c i p a n t  observat ion 
case study. A successful blend o f  f em in i s t  methodology and t r a d i  t i o n a l  
ethnography, t h i s  work o f f e r s  many i n s i g h t s  i n t o  soc ia l  groupings, r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  "outs ide"  wo r l d  (work, fami ly ,  and soc ie t y ) ,  and the  common c o n f l i c t s  
between i d e n t i t y  and community. Kr ieger  melds f i c t i o n  w i t h  soc ia l  science t o  
present  her  f i nd ings ,  us ing t h e  words o f  t h e  seventy-eight women she 
in te rv iewed t o  cons t ruc t  representat ive " s t o r i e s "  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and the  
community. Her concluding essay, " F i c t i o n  and Social  Science," o u t l i n e s  t he  



promise t h a t  feminism ho lds  f o r  research i n  t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences and f o r  
"a1 t e r n a t i v e  approaches t o  r e p r e s e n t i n g  r e a l  i t y "  (p. 173). 

Reading and s tudy can deepen awareness o f  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l e s b i a n  
ex i s tence ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  and of themselves. Teachers and 
s t u d e n t s  who recogn ize t h e  vd lue  o f  e x p e r i e n t i a l  l e a r n i n g  w i  11. we1 come two 
r e c e n t  pub1 i c a t i o n s ,  Stepping Out o f  L ine :  A  Workbook on Lesbianism and 
Femi n i  sm and Demysti  f y f  ng Homosexual i t y :  A  Teaching Guide About Lesbi  ans and 

Both p r o v i d e  ex t remely  u s e f u l  guides f o r  workshops and d l  scusslons %$% t o  e l  i c i  t g r e a t e r  unders tand i  ng among l e s b i a n s  and non- lesb i  ans 
a1 i ke. 

Lesbi.an s t u d i e s  can now c l a i m  a  so l  i d  resource base f o r  teach ing  and a  
d i s t i n c t i v e  body o f  scho larsh ip .  To expand l e s b i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  l i b r a r y  
c o l  1  e c t i o n s  and t h e  c u r r i c u l m ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f u l  l y  encompassing d i f f e r e n c e  
and d i v e r s f t y ,  i s  t o  s t reng then  femf n i  s t  educa t ion  and f e m i n i s t  c o l  l e c t f o n s .  

-- Joan A r i e l  

[Joan A r i e l  i s  Women's Studfes  L i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
I 'Pvine, and t h e  found1 ng c h a i r  o f  t h e  Women's Studfes  D iscuss ion  Group o f  t h e  
A s s o c f a t i o n  o f  Co l lege and Research L i b r a r i e s ,  Psnerfcan L i b r a r y  Assoc ia t ion .  
She c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e r i v e s  personal  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f rom be ing  a  
f e m i n f s t  l e s b i a n  l i b r a r i a n  and c o n s t a n t l y  wishes she had t fme  t o  read every  
new t f t l e  I n  l e s b f a n  s t u d i e s  .cover t o  cover.] 
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"Gender gap" has become a f a m i l i a r ,  much-used term t o  convey the 
recogn i t i on  t h a t  women and men view p u b l i c  p o l i c y  issues from d i f f e r e n t  
perspect ives and w i t h  d i  f f e r e n t  p r i o r i t i e s .  The d i f fe rences  have been noted 
f o r  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  a  century, bu t  t he  term i t s e l f  was coined and given 
e l e c t o r a l  expectat ions dur ing  the  f i n a l  push f o r  ERA r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  1980. 
The t h r e e  books chosen f o r  t h i s  review form a fasc ina t i ng  t r i l o g y  t h a t  
demonstrates t h e  ex i  stence o f  t h e  gender gap, analyzes i t s  roots,  i 1 l u s t r a t e s  
i t s  in f luence,  and speculates about i t s  po ten t i a l .  

Whi le each pub l i ca t i on  has t h e  unique focus suggested i n  i t s  t i t l e  -- 
women as voters,  women as candidates and e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s ,  and women as 
p o l i c y  makers, respec t ive ly  -- there  i s  a great deal o f  common ground. A l l  
t h r e e  works share a basic b e l i e f  i n  t h e  imperat ive o f  f em in i s t  leadership f o r  
t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  democracy, and agree on t h e  l i s t  o f  issues which most 
c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  gender gap. Together, t h e  books are a r i c h  source o f  
f i  rst-hand, r e a l - l i  f e  in fo rmat ion  on t h e  growing p o l i t i c a l  involvement o f  
women, and on t h e  contemporary women's movement. 

None o f  t he  th ree  t i t l e s  under review here i s  more personal i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  . 
than B e l l a  Abzug's Gender Ga . Wr i t t en  w i t h  her  longt ime f r i e n d  and 
associate, M i m  Kel b d l a r g e l y  a ch ron i c le  o f  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  i n  which 
Be1 l a  h e r s e l f  has been a p r i n c i p a l  actor.  

Abzug's p o l i t i c a l  agenda c a l l s  f o r ,  i n  her  words: 

... equal r i g h t s  and oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  women and m ino r i t j es ,  
f u l  f engl oyment, a  nat ional  heal th-care system, preservat ion 
o f  Social  Secur i ty ,  a  na t iona l  housing program, f ede ra l l y  
subsid ized ch i ld -care  centers, government p lanning t o  
r e v i  t a l  i z e  indus t ry  and develop new techno1 ogi es w i t h  f u l l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by t h e  people who l abo r  i n  them, we l fa re  
programs fo r  those who are unable t o  work and f o r  t h e i r  
ch i ld ren ;  t ax  reform; r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  Medicaid funding f o r  
abor t ion ;  a  clean, sa fe  envi ronment i n  our neighborhoods and 
work places; decent pub1 i c t ranspor ta t ion ,  and much more. 
( P *  240) 

An impressive program. But -- a reader might we l l  query -- where w i l l  t h e  
money come from? Abzug has an answer: 

... it w i l l  come from t h e  benef i ts  o f  f u l l  employment, 
re forming t h e  tax  s t ruc tu re ,  and c u t t i n g  t h e  Pentagon budget, 
w i t h  t h e  serendip i tous s ide  e f f ec t  o f  enhancing the  prospects 
f o r  peace. (p.240) 

Obviously, pub l i ca t i on  o f  Gender Ga was timed t o  encourage women' readers 
t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  on e ese issues i n t o  votes against Reagan i n  
November 1984. Always t h e  qu in tessent ia l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  Be1 1 a would be u n l i k e l y  
t o  author  a work l ack ing  a c l e a r  p o l i t i c a l  ob ject ive.  

That t h e  an t i c i pa ted  women's vote d i d  not  ma te r i a l i ze  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  
numbers t o  unseat t he  pres ident  has been commented on a t  leng th  by f r i e n d  and 
foe  a1 ike. For example, i n  t h e  Ap r i l  1985 issue of  her newsletter,  - The 
P h y l l  i s  Sch la f l y  Report, Sch la f l y  dismisses the  gender gap as a "phony hoax 



t h a t  consumed t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  repor te rs  f o r  so much o f  1984 ( u n t i l  i t  
bal looned i n t o  t h e  Ferraro phenomenon, and then burs t  l i k e  a  bubble on 
November 6) .  " 

For many who view t h e  no t i on  o f  gender gap as a  shor t - term phenomenon 
measured s o l e l y  by vo t i ng  behavior, i t  has been easy t o  cas t  as ide t h e  e n t i  r e  
concept as r h e t o r i c a l  w ish fu l  t h i nk i ng .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  women 
cas t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  f o r  Reagan, as d i d  men. (1) Obviously women, along w i t h  
farmers and union members, d i d  no t  p u l l  t h e  Democratic p r e s i d e n t i a l  l e v e r  i n  
numbers a n t i c i p a t e d  by gender gap exponents. Yet t h e  gender gap was 
nonetheless responsib le  i n  November ' 8 4  f o r  he lp i ng  keep Reagan's c o a t t a i l s  
shor t .  

I n  Congressional races, s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  campaigns and several noted 
s ta tew ide  contests,  women's votes d i d  make a  d i f fe rence .  Senate races i n  
I 1  1  i noi  s, Iowa Massachusetts, Michigan and Nor th  Caro l ina a1 1  reveal  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f a r g e r  percentages o f  women than men vo t i ng  f o r  t h e  more 
p rogress ive  candidate. The Nat ional  Women's P o l i t i c a l  Caucus a1 so a t t r i b u t e s  
t h e  v i c t o r i e s  o f  Vermont Governor Madeleine Kunin, o f ,  Missour i  L ieutenant  
Governor H a r r i e t  Hoods, and o f  Mondal e  i n  Minnesota, t h e  so le  Mondal e-Ferraro 
s ta te ,  t o  t h e  wornen's vote. ( 2 )  

1 

I n  a  b r i l l i a n t  p iece  o f  ana l ys i s  e n t i t l e d  "The Gender Gap: D i f f e r e n t  
Issues, D i f f e r e n t  Answers," p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  Ethe l  K l e i n  o f  Columbia 
U n i v e r s i t y  s ta tes:  

It i s  not s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  l a n d s l i d e  r e e l e c t i o n  o f  Ronald 
Reagan bur ied  t h e  women's vote. However, t he re  was a  gender 
gap i n  1984 -- and any ana lys is  o f  t h a t  e l e c t i o n T a t  
d is regards  t h e  women's vo te  w i l l  miss i t s  s i gn i f i cance  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e  of American p o l i t i c s .  ( 3 )  

K l e i n  goes on t o  argue t h a t  t h e  ' 8 4  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  

... make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  women's vo te  cannot be captured 
s imp ly  by nominating women candidates. It i s  an i ssue  vote 
and can be t r i g g e r e d  on ly  by p o l i c y  d iscuss ions t h a t  
i ncorporate women' s  perspect ives. ( 4 )  

Day care, econanic equi ty ,  and arms c o n t r o l  might we1 1  have t r i gge red  
gender-gap votes t h a t  t h e  Democrats' focus on t h e  d e f i c i t  and a  s t rong  defense 
d i d  not. 

Ruth Mandel ' s  I n  The Runnin i s  a lso concerned w i t h  t h e  issues on which -7-P women campaign, win o r  ose e  ect ions,  and base t h e  substance o f  t h e i r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  plat forms. Her study i s  o f  course much more than tha t .  It i s  d 
v e r i t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  handbook o f  advice and caveats t o  cover a1 1  phases of t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  process. It i s  f u r t h e r  a  h i s t o r i c a l  ana lys is  o f  t h e  changes over 
t h e  past f i f t e e n  years i n  t h e  numbers and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  women, 
i n  women's campaign experiences, and i n  t h e  responses they rece ive  from 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and t h e  pub l i c .  Each o f  Mandel's many thought fu l  a n a l y t i c  
comments i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  concrete examples, always i n t e r e s t i n g  and o f t e n  
c o l o r f u l ,  from contemporary U.S. p o l i t i c s .  



No one i s  more q u a l i f i e d  t o  undertake t h i s  ra the r  formidable study than 
Ruth Mandel. As D i r e c t o r  o f  t he  Center f o r  t he  American Woman and P o l i t i c s ,  
t h e  Eagleton I n s t i t u t e  o f  P o l i t i c s ,  Rutgers Un i ve rs i t y ,  she has devoted her  
p ro fess iona l  l i f e  t o  t he  study and encouragement o f  women's p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  Her own know1 edge i s  extensive, thorough, and sophis t icated.  
And she w r i t e s  i n  a s t y l e  t h a t  proves once and f o r  a1 1 t h a t  a c a r e f u l l y  
researched, we1 1 -documented study can a1 so be exc l  t i  ng and readable. 

I n  The Runnin enlarges t he  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  the  gender gap t o  encompass 
__P motiva t ions  o candidates and behavior o f  e lec ted  incumbents. While not a l l  

women e lec ted  t o  o f f i c e  a re  femin is ts ,  there are encouraging examples i n  t h i s  
book of t h e  precedence given women's issues by women o f f i c i  a1 s o f  both t h e  
major  pa r t i es ,  and the re  i s  t e l l i n g  evidence o f  growing support from women 
vo te rs  f o r  women candidates. The common experience o f  being a woman i n  a 
male-dominated wor ld  i s ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  hear t  and l i f e  blood o f  t h e  gender 
gap* 

I n  1985 women s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a p a t h e t i c a l l y  small p ropor t ion  o f  our 
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s .  While t h e  " i n v i s i b l e  sh ie ld "  we spoke of. twenty years ago 
( t h e  b a r r i e r  above which women were n e i t h e r  expected nor  permi t ted t o  r i s e  i n  
any f i e l d  o f  endeavor) i s  s t i l l  w i t h  us, i t  has s ince  then a t  l e a s t  been 

, r a i s e d  a few notches. One can an t i c i pa te ,  as does Ruth Mandel, t h a t  t he  slow 
b u t  steady increase i n  numbers o f  e lected women w i l l  no t  on ly  continue, but  
' w i l l  c o n s i s t e n t l y  nudge upward t h e  c e i l i n g  qf acceptable l e v e l s  of o f f i c e  
women may f i 1 1 . 

Mandel stops shor t  o f  p r e d i c t i n g  what our country w i l l  look l i k e  i f  and 
when t h e r e  I s  equal representat ion o f  women and men i n  pos i t i ons  o f  au thor i t y .  
She i s ,  however, very c l e a r  about her  deep respect f o r  those women who are  
today pioneer1 ng t h e i r  d i ve rse  routes t o  p o l i t i c a l  success. And she leaves no 
doubt t h a t  our soc ie t y  can only  b e n e f i t  from t h e  f u l l e s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
women i n  p o l i t i c s .  

I rene  T i  nker ' s  co l  l e c t i o n ,  Women i n  Washington: Advocates f o r  Pub l i c  
Pol i c  , demonstrates the  enormous d l  t t e r e n c e \ l t  makes when women occupy -+ posl  ions on t h e  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  establishment, and i n  concert  w i t h  ac t i ve  
networks on t h e  outside, have a vo ice  i n  s e t t i n g  and implementing po l i cy .  
Twenty authors, whose chapters were w r i t t e n  express ly  f o r  t h i s  pub l i ca t i on ,  
g i v e  f i r s t - h a n d  accounts o f  federa l  programs i n i t i a t e d  and developed by and on 
beha l f  o f  women. The range o f  subjects  I s  broad, though fa r  from exhaustive. 

T inke r '  s excel l e n t  l n t roduc t l  on reminds us o f  t he  importance o f  record ing 
t h i s  h i s t o r y  t h a t  so personal l y  a f f ec t s  a1 1 women. The s to ry  begins w i t h  
Esther  Peterson's account o f  t h e  Kennedy Commission on t he  Status o f  Women 
(1961-63), f o l  lowed by Cather ine Eas t ' s  succ inct  overview of t h e  achievements 
and s i gn i f i cance  o f  t he  C i t i zens '  Advisory Couhcil on t he  Status o f  Women and 
subsequent P res iden t i a l  Commissions up t o  1980. More s p e c i f i c  issue areas are 
t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  remaining chapters, set  f o r t h  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  major 
d i v i s i o n s :  "Women Organize f o r  Change," "Women Develop Strateg ies f o r  
I n f  1 uenci ng Po l i cy  ," and "Women W l  n Some, Lose Some--Case Stud1 es." I n  
a c t u a l i t y ,  each chapter t r e a t s  i t s  subject t o  some ex ten t  from a l l  t h ree  o f  
those foci .  



. The one chapter t h a t  deals w i t h  f o re ign  po l i cy ,  "Women i n  Development," 
s t r i k e s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  poignant note as we now come t o  t h e  c lose  o f  t he  UN 
Decade f o r  Women. Empl oyment, education, ERA, health,  1 aw, t he  m i  1 i ta ry ,  
science and technology, domestic v iolence, and business en te rp r i se  are t h e  
remaining t op i cs  covered. It i s  hard t o  read these excerpts from t h e  Glory  
Years o f  t h e  1960s and '70s w i thou t  f an tas i z i ng  a na t iona l  budget e n t i r e l y  
designed and enacted by feml n l  sts.  

Needless t o  say, much t h a t  was accomplished by the  women whose s t o r i e s  
make up t h l  s volume has subsequently been reversed under t h e  Reagan 
admi n i s t r a t i o n .  Several authors spec1 f i c a l  l y  h i n d  us t h a t  t h e  r igh t -w lng  
phl losophy o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  r l g h t s  cannot t o l e r a t e  economic equi ty ,  women's 
c o n t r o l  o f  reproduct ive 11 fe ,  p u b l i c  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  faml l y  abuse, equal 
educat lonal  oppor tun i ty ,  o r  an agenda o f  programs t h a t  could h a l t  t h e  shameful 
f e m l n l z a t i o n  o f  poverty. That t h e  hard-won achievements o f  t he  l a s t  twenty 
years  can be discarded w l t h  such r e l a t i v e  ease should be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  those who be l ieve  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  women's r i g h t s  already won. 

Cont r ibu t ions  t o  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  a re  uneven i n  length and i n  q u a l i t y .  Yet 
w l t h  on l y  a very few exceptions, they are a va luable add l t i on  t o  our 
understanding o f  cu r ren t  American p o l i  t l c a l  and soc ia l  h i s to r y .  Successful 
s t r a t e g l  es and major setbacks, a1 li ances and opposl t lon,  pers is tence and ' dlsheartenment -- a1 1 come through v l v l d l y  as t h e  reader re1 ive5 the  
experiences o f  these c o n t r l  butors  and o f  t h e  many who worked w i t h  them. The 
r o s t e r  o f  authors cons t l t u tes  a good beginning f o r  a Who's Who ( o r  Who Was 
Who) i n  f e m i n i s t  p u b l l c  po l i cy .  - 

A l l  t h ree  volumes I n  t h i s  review c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t he  record ing o f  
contemporary U.S. women's h i s to r y .  Each author  re l a tes  her  experience as she 
sees it, p rov id lng  I n s i g h t s  i n t o  her own asp l ra t i ons  and values as we1 1 as 
o f f e r i n g  a v a r i e t y  o f  views on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  programs and s t ra teg les .  
Any nos ta lg i a  one mlght f e e l  i n  readlng. these accounts i s  overr idden by a 
d a t e n i n a t l o n  t o  strengthen and b u i l d  on t h e  foundat ions t he  books del ineate.  
The gender gap i s  unmistakable. 

-- ~ a ? h r y n  F. Clarenbach 

[Kathryn F. Clarenbach i s  a Professor o f  P o l i t i c a l  Science j n  t h e  Department 
o f  Governmental A f  f a i  rs, UW-Extension, and long-t ime D i  r e c t o r  o f  Women's 
Educat ion Resources. As an a c t i v e  organlzer  i n  t he  women's movement f o r  a 
qua r te r  o f  a century,  she has had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  work w i t h  near ly  a l l  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  t h ree  volumes she i s  reviewing.] 

NOTES - 
1 The Reagan m a j o r l t y  was smal ler,  however, among women than among men: 

f i f t y - s i x  percent o f  women voted f o r  Reagan, as compared t o  s ix ty - two percent 
o f  men. 

Women's P o l i t i c a l  Times v.9, no.7, NovemberIDecember 1984. 

' The BrookingS Revlew Winter 1985, p.33.. 

The Brookings Revlew Winter 1985, p.37. 
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