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FROm THE EDITORS 
This past A p r i l  19 brought good news t o  the  O f f i c e  o f  the  Women's Studies 
L ibrar ian-at-Large -- an o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r  o f  award from the  National Endowment 
f o r  the  Humanities, t he  "go-ahead" signal f o r  a major new pro ject .  The grant 
o f  $46,569 from NEH' s Research Resources Program w i l l  support the preparat ion 
o f  a f ive-year supplement t o  Women's Studies: A Recommended Core Bib1 ioqraphy 
( L i b r a r i e s  Unl imited, 1979). The o r i g i n a l  volume was compiled by t s t h e r  
Stineman, the  fi r s t  L i b r a r i  an-at-Large f o r  Women's Studies, w i th  the  
assistance of Cathy Loeb. One o f  t he  e a r l i e s t  p ro jec ts  launched by our 
o f f i c e ,  Women's Studies was widely pra ised by l i b r a r i a n s  and scholars, was 
selected as an Outstanding Reference Book o f  1979 by t h e  American L i b r a r y  
Associat ion, and was l i s t e d  as one o f  t h e  best academic books o f  the  year i n  
Chaice. - 
As many o f  our readers are we1 1 aware, t he  1 i t e r a t u r e  o f  femin is t  scholarship 
has grown astronomical ly  since Women's Studies was publ I shed. (We reported i n  
some d e t a i l  on t h i s  growth i n  an e d i t o r i a l  i n  the Winter 1983 issue o f  FC.) 
Our o f f i c e  i s  now t rack ing  something on the order of. 5,000 new monograpFc 
t i t l e s  a year. Thus, a1 though the  supplement w i l l  f o l l ow  the  same format as 
t h e  f i r s t  volume, the  process o f  se lec t ion  w i l l  be considerably more 
demanding. Susan Searing, Cathy Loeb and Esther Stlneman w l l l  co l labora te  on 

, t h e  pro jec t ,  almlng t o  produce a f i n a l  manuscript by December 1985. 

Cathy, who had been working half t ime, has increased her hours t o  f u l l t l m e  f o r  
t h e  dura t ion  o f  t he  grant. Susan w i l l  be squeezing time f o r  the  book out  o f  
he r  already crowded schedule. And Esther w i l l  be working on t h i s  p ro jec t  i n  
he r  "spare t i m e ' b s  a doctoral  candidate i n  American Studies a t  Yale. I n  
addi t ion6 we w i l l  be expanding our s t a f f  t o  Inc lude another h a l f t l m e  student 
ass is tan t  -- and expanding our  t e r r i t o r y  by carv lng a workspace out o f  our 
Storeroom. 

It i s  a l l  too easy t o  lose our persp-ective on the  f i e l d  o f  women's studies as 
a whole, as we grapple w i th  myriad d a i l y  commitments and st ruggle not t o  be 
bu r ied  beneath the  avalanche o f  new publ icat ions.  We d e l i g h t  I n  the 
opportuni ty  t h i s  p ro jec t  a f fo rds  us t o  stand back and survey the  many superb 
works which have appeared over the  l a s t  61vq years. We i n v i t e  you t o  share 
t h i s  opportunl ty  by sendlng us l i s t s  o f  your  own personal f avo r i t es  since 
1980. Help us t o  make the  new Women's Studies an accurate por t rayal  o f  t he  
l a s t  ha1 f-decade and a f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  i t s  accompli shments. 

-- S.S. and C.L. 

BREAKING INTO PRINT 1 1 :  FEmlnlsT 
PU0ClSHING IN THE mAlNSTRERfll 
The r o l e  o f  "mainstream" publ ishers i n  t he  f i e l d  o f  f em in i s t  book publ i shing 
i s  one which has f i l l e d  many femin is ts  w i t h  ambivalence since the f i r s t  "new 
wave" fem in i s t  w r i t i n g s  began t o  r o l l  o f f  t he  mimeographs i n  the l a t e  '60s. 
One cannot but take sa t i s fac t i on  i n  women's increased access t o  p r i n t .  And 
y e t  many fem in i s t s  eye w i t h  suspicion the  new i n t e r e s t  o f  "The Boys" (as the  
b i g  publ i shers are known i n  some feminis t  ma1 1 press c i r c l e s )  i n  w r i t i n g s  on 
women, a t t r i b u t i n g  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  more t o  the p r o f i t a b l e  women's studies market 
than t o  any commitment t o  femin is t  publ ish ing p e r  se. The Women i n  P r i n t  



Movement 1 ooks t o  t h e  Independent women' s presses and p r i n t e r s  t o  guarantee 
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  femini  s t  publ i shing, whatever t he  vagaries o f  the commercial 
market. 

I must personal ly  confess t o  an unabashed b ias  toward the small independent 
presses. Yet l a t e l y  I have had t h e  impression t h a t  more ser ious fem in i s t  
w r i t i n g  i s  being taken on by t h e  b i g  publ i shers. I resolved recen t l y  t o  take 
a c lose r  look a t  a se lec t ion  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  and commercial presses, sent o f f  a 
1 arge batch o f  l e t t e r s  request ing t h e i r  current  catalogs, and then bur ied  
mysel f  i n  t he  r e s u l t i n g  avalanche. 

One index o f  the growing success o f  women's s tudies pub l i sh ing  i s  t he  
inc reas ing  number o f  publ ishers t h a t  issue separate 1 i s ts  o f  t h e i r  o f f e r i n g s  
i n  t he  f i e l d .  These can vary from an en t ry  i n  the subject index o f  a complete 
1 i s t  o f  books i n  p r i n t ,  t o  a two-page f l y e r ,  t o  a glossy 30- o r  40-page 
brochure. A t  the most f r i v o l o u s  end, one f i n d s  hodge-podge i nven to r i es  o f  
every th ing  the  publ isher  can possib ly  construe as re la ted  t o  women, no mat ter  
how fa r - fe tched o r  removed from the  range o f  femin is t  inqui ry .  Somewhere i n  
t h e  middle, one f i n d s  publ i shers who have responded t o  t he  ac t i ve  market by 
i s s u i n g  scho la r ly  books about women and women's s tudies top ics,  books t h a t  
w i l l  p rov ide data o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  femin is t  researchers, bu t  which are o f t e n  
n e i t h e r  begun from a set o f  femin is t  quest ions nor w r i t t e n  from a femini  s t  
perspect ive. A t  t h e  most ser ious end o f  t he  spectrum are the publ ishers 
launching new ser ies i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  women's studies, ed i ted  by fem in i s t  

J scholars. 

As I read through. t h e  catalogs, they sor ted themselves i n t o  th ree  groups: 
commercial publ ishers o f  reference books; u n i v e r s i t y  presses; and f o r - p r o f i t  
scho la r ly  presses. I'll t r e a t  them i n  t ha t  order. ( 1 )  

Several mi nstream pub l i  shers have cont r ibu ted  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  the reference 
1 i t e r a t u r e  i n  women's studies. G.K. Ha l l  stands out among these as the 
pub l i she r  o f  The Women's Annual; o f  landmark reference works such as James 
Danky ' s Women's P e n o d l c a l  s and' Newspapers from the 18th Century t o  1981; and 
o f  reference guides and c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  cr i t (ca1 essays on women authors such 
as Louise Bogan, Ann Bradstreet,  Joyce Carol Oates, Gertrude S t e i n  and A l i c e  
B. Toklas, and E l i zabeth  Bishop. Barbara Haber, Curator o f  P r i n t e d  Books a t  
t h e  Schlesinger L i b r a r y  a t  R a d c l i f f e  College, has been i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  shaping 
t h e  pub l i sh ing  record o f  G.K. Ha l l  i n  women's studies. 

Gar1 and Pub1 i shi  ng has a1 so provided important reference socrces i n  the f i  e l  d, 
f rom t h e i r  new three-volume set o f  documents on The Woman Quest ion i n  19th- 
cen tury  B r i t a i n  and America, t o  b ib l i og raph ies  on a wide v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s  -- 
women i n  ea r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  America, French femini  s t  c r i  t i c i  sm, o lde r  women i n  
20th-century America, turn-of- the-century novels i n  Engl ish by women, nursing, 
a f f i r m a t i v e  act ion,  women w r i t e r s  i n  t rans la t ion .  

A tremendously p r o l i f i c  women's s tudies publ isher ,  Greenwood Press has issued 
s i  g n i f i c a n t  b i  b l  iographies, such as Janet Sims' s The Progress o f  Afro-American 
Women; over 40 t e x t s  and monographs i n  t he  f i e l d s  o f  h i  story,  anthropology, 
v musicl a r t ,  1 i t e r a t u r e ,  and sociology as pa r t  of i t s  series, "Cont r ibu t ions  i n  
Women s Studies"; as wel l  as many t l t l e s  re levant  t o  women's s tudies but 
issued w i t h i n  other  series. (2 )  



Scarecrow Press has shown unusual c r e a t i v i t y  i n  i t s  se lec t ion  o f  women's 
s tud ies  reference t o p i c s  (e.g., women' s autobiography; science f i c t i o n ;  
women's cu l tu re ;  farm women on the  p r a i r i e  f r o n t i e r ;  American women dramati s t s  
o f  t he  20th century) ,  and has a1 so played a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t rong r o l e  i n  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  1 i t e r a t u r e  on women dnd music. Scarecrow' s publ i shi  ng record i n  
women's s tudies goes back t o  t h e  e a r l y  '70s, and inc ludes -- i n  add i t i on  t o  
i t s  reference c o l l e c t i o n  -- monographs on such t o p i c s  as women and 
techno1 og ica l  change and women's organizing; works of  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ;  and 
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  poetry. 

The u n i v e r s i t y  presses have not surpr i  s i n g l y  been among t h e  most ac t i ve  i n  
women's s tudies publ ishing. Most o f  them issue a t  l e a s t  an occasional work i n  
t h e  f i e l d ,  i f  only as pa r t  o f  t h e i r  general scho la r ly  pub l i sh ing  program. 
There are several, however, t h a t  demonstrate a p a r t i c u l a r  commitment t o  
f e m i n i s t  inqui ry .  

Temple U n i v e r s i t y  Press, fo r  example, i n  a recent ca ta log  inc ludes women's 
s tud ies  along w i t h  American h i  story,  medical sociology, l abo r  h i  s tory,  soci a1 
pol  i cy ,  and e thn ic  s tudies as " the  concerns t h a t  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  informed 
our  l i s t . "  Some of t h e i r  cur ren t  women's s tudies t i t l e s  are being issued as 
p a r t  of a ser ies  e n t i t l e d  "Women i n  t he  P o l i t i c a l  Economv." ed i t ed  bv Ronnie 
J.  Ste i  nberg -- ti tl es such as He1 en Remick' s ~ o m p a r a b l d  worth and 6ge  
Discr im ina t ion :  Technical P o s s i b i l i t i e s  and Pol t i c a l  Real i t i e s  and Joan M. 
Jensen and Sue Oavidson' s A Needle, A Bobbin, A S t r i ke :  Women Needleworkers i n  

d America. Recent t i t l e s  ou ts ide  t h i s  ser ies have looked a t  workers' educat ion 
f o r e n  i n  t h e  20th century; o lde r  black women i n  the South; i d e n t i t y  i n  a 
.women's comnuni t y  ; and Louisa May A l co t t .  

Ind iana U n i v e r s i t y  Press 's  record began a decade ago w i t h  such s i g n i f i c a n t  
works as Martha V i c inus ' s  Su f fe r  and Be S t i l l  : Women i n  the V i c t o r i a n  Age, 
l a t e r  fo l lowed by her  A Widening Sphere: Changing Roles o f  V i c t o r i a n  Women. A 
recent  general ca ta log  1 i s t s  31  women' s studies monographs -- among them, 
works o f  f em in i s t  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  b lack  women's poetry, t he  h i s t o r y  o f  
wh i te  working-class women, a b ib l iography  o f  Nat ive  American women. The Press 
has recen t l y  announced a new ser i  es, " Everywoman: Studies i n  H i  story,  
L i t e r a t u r e ,  and Culture," t o  be ed i t ed  by Susan Gubar and Joan Hoff-Wilson. 

Stanford was another e a r l y  entrant  i n t o  t h e ' f i e l d  o f  women's s tudies 
publ i shi  ng, with i t s  anthology o f  femi n i  s t  anthropology, Women, Cu l tu re  and 
Soci e t  ( 1974) , and, even ea r l  i e r  , Eleanor Maccoby ' s anthology The Devel o ment d ex D i f fe rences  (1966). The 21 t i t l e s  i n  t h e i r  women's s t u d ~ e s  ti roc  u r e  
cover a range o t  subjects, b u t  are strongest i n  t he  area o f  i n te rna t i ona l  
s tudies,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  women i n  Asia. 

Margaret George' s noteworthy study o f  Mary Woll s tonecraf t ,  One Woman's 
"S i tua t ion , "  was issued by the  U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s  Press i n  1970, fo l lowed 
i n  1974 by Sue-Ellen Jacobs's Women i n  Perspect ive: A Guide f o r  Cross-Cultural 
Studies. I l l i n o i  s ' s  most recent women's s tudies cata log l i s t s  more than 50 
-with so many good t i t l e s  i t '  s d i f f i c u l t  t o  choose among them. The 
Press i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  strong i n  t he  area o f  women's h i s to ry ,  pub l i sh ing  two 
works by Anne F i r o r  Scot t ;  Mary J o  Buhle 's  Women and American Socialism, 1879- 
1920; Berenice A 
mi se H i  s to ry  
Stanton, Anthony 
S o c i a l  I-eminism 



and about Zora Neal e Hurston, an anthology o f  femin is t  Shakespeare c r i t i c i s m ,  
and the journal  i s t i c  w r i t i n g s  o f  Lorena Hickok. As w i th  Temple, I 1  1 i n o i  s' s 
record i n  women's s tudies i s  consis tent  w i t h  t h e i r  o ther  primary emphases, 
i n c l u d i n g  black s tudies and social  and labor  h is to ry .  

Yal e l  s ear l  i e s t  publ i cat ions  i n  women' s studies inc lude Nancy F. Cott  ' s The 
Bonds o f  Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" i n  New England, 1780-1835 and D a v i h m r  
Kennedy's study o f  Margaret Sanger, B i r t h  Control i n  America. Among more 
recent  t i t 1  es are Rosa1 i n d  Rosenberg ' s Beyond Separate Spheres: I n t e l l e c t u a l  
Roots o f  Modern Feminism; C. Vann Woodward's Pul i t z e r  P r i  ze-winning 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  e d i t i o n  o f  Mary Chestnut 's C i v i l  War d ia r ies :  John Mack 
Faragher 's pathbreaking s t u d i  o f  Women and Men on the ~ v e r i a n d  T r a i l ;  Code 
Name "Mar ," t h e  memoir o f  an American woman i n  t he  Austr ian ~ n d e r g r o u x  4 be the  m d e l  f o r  L i l l  i a n  He1 lman's "Ju l ia" :  and the anthroooloqy -- 
c o i l  ect ion,  Woman the  Gatherer. 

Notable as the pub l i sher  o f  Signs: Journal o f  Women i n  Cu l tu re  and Society  
s ince i t s  foundins i n  1975, t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago Press has announced a 
new series, "women i n  c u l t u r e  and society-," t o  be e&ted by Catharine R. 
Stimpson ( founding e d i t o r  o f  S i  ns). The ser ies " w i l l  present books notable 
f o r  t he  spaciousness o f  t h e i r  +?- t eor ies  and the c l a r i t y  o f  t h e i r  vision." 
Launching t h e  ser ies i s  t h e  posthumously publ i shed c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Joan K e l l y  ' s 
w r i t i ngs ,  Women, His tory,  and Theory. 

, Among the  f o r - p r o f i t  scho la r ly  presses, Praeger and.Westview Press have made a 
considerable c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  opening up the  increasing scholarship i n  t he  
areas o f  i n te rna t i ona l  s tudies and women I n  developement. (Pergamon Press, 
discussed below, i s  a1 so publ i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  area.) The s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e i r  
subject  focus should come as no surprise, as Westview was founded by Frederick 
A. Praeger. 

Westview t i t l e s  examine the status o f  women i n  t he  development process i n  t he  
T h i r d  World and the  impact o f  sc ien t i f i c - t echno log i ca l  change; women I n  r u r a l  
and urban Asia, A f r i ca ,  and I ran;  and i n te rna t i ona l  law and the  status o f  
women. One o f  t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  i n te rna t i ona l  studies was E l i s e  Boulding'  s The 
Underside o f  H is to ry :  A View o f  Women Through Time (1977). Westview titles 
ouside t h e  i n te rna t i ona l  focus inc lude s tud ies  o f  women and m i n o r i t i e s  i n  
science, working women, women and envi ronmeht s, and a f f  i m a t i  ve ac t  ion. 
Westview i s  repor ted ly  very eager t o  expand i t s  women's s tudies l i n e  and seeks 
manuscripts i n  t h i s  area. 

Praeger books have examined t h e  l i v e s  o f  women i n  Eastern Europe and the  
Soviet  Union, i n  r u r a l  Malaysia, I ran,  Puerto Rico, Peru, and A f r i ca .  Women 
i n development t i t l e s  have l nc l  uded Lourdes Beneri a ' s Women and Devel opment : 
The Sexual D i v i s i o n  o f  Labour i n  Rural Societ ies;  Women and Colonizat ion:  
Anthropological  Perspectives, ed i ted by Mona t t l e n n e  and t leanor Leacock; and 
T h i r d  World Women Speak Out by Pe rd i t a  Huston. More recent t i t l e s  issued by 
Praeger cover a wider subject range, from f i l m  t o  b lue -co l l a r  work t o  t he  New 
Right.  

Turn ing now t o  commercial presses w i th  new ser ies i n  femin is t  studies, we f i n d  
some o f  the most e x c i t i n g  recent pub l i sh ing  programs. Thei r  li s t s  are not 
necessar i l y  the most extensive on the publ i shi ng scene, bu t  what d i  s t i  ngui shes 
them i s  t he  care fu l  conceptual izat ion under ly ing the ser ies and the f u r t h e r  
l eg i t imacy  they grant  t o  t he  f i e l d .  



Longman i s  a good example. It has very few women's studies books, but  the 
f i r s t  three t i t l e s  i n  the "Longman Series i n  Feminist Theory" are s i g n i f i c a n t  
cont r ibu t ions  t o  the development o f  a feminist  material  i sm: Nancy C. M. 
Hartsock 's Money, Sex, and Power: An Essay on Domination and Community; Z i l  l a h  
Eisenstein 's  The Radical Future of  L ibera l  Feminism; and Rosalind P. 
Petchesky' s Abortion and Woman's Choice: The State, Sexual i t y ,  and 
Reproducti ve t reedom. I n  addi t  ion, Longman recent 1 y publ3hed a col 1 ec t  i on o f  
22 a r t i c l e s  from the f i r s t  three volumes of  the feminist  quarter ly ,  Quest, 
e n t i t l e d  Bui l d i n g  Femini s t  Theory. 

Publ isher o f  the bimonthly journal,  Women's Studies In ternat iona l  Forum, 
Pergamon Press has two on-going series i n  feminist  studies. "The Athene 
Series ," edi ted by Renate Duel 1 i Klein, " i s  concerned wi th  the construct ion o f  
knowledge and the s t ruc tura l  exclusion o f  women from the process, both as 
t h e o r i s t s  and subjects." T i t l e s  i n  the series include Dale Spender's Men's 
Studies Modified: The Impact o f  Femini sm on the Academic D isc ip l ines ;  Woman's 
I a t u r e :  Ratlonal i z a t i o n  o f .  Inequal i ty ,  edi ted by Marian Lowe and Ruth Hu6bard; 
and Ruth B l e i e r ' s  Science and Gender: A C r i t i que  o f  Biology and I t s  Theories 
on Women. Pergamon's "Women i n  Development Series" o f f e r s  studies o f  women i n  
-fa and South Asia, India, and Bangladesh. 

Rowman & Al lenheld 's  strong record i n  women's studies publ ishing has covered a 
wide subject area -- social h is tory ,  sociology and r u r a l  sociology, ar t ,  and 
1 i t e ra tu re .  "New Femini s t  Perspectives," a new series under the ed i to rsh ip  o f  ' Mary Ve t te r l  i ng-Braggi n, "explores the d i  s t i  nc t  1 y femi n i  s t  o r  femal e 
con t r i bu t ion  t o  philosophy and the  social sciences." T l t l e s  include Carol 
Ochs's Women and ~ p i r i t u d  i ty ;  Rosemarie Tong's Women, Sex and the  Law; Be ond 
Danination: New Perspectlves.on Women and Ph!losophy, edi ted by Carol Go* 
and Mothering: Essays i n  Feminist Theory, e d ~ t e d  by Joyce Trebi lcot .  

Routledge & Kegan Paul (RKG) gets high marks even from the skeptical m a l l  
press. Wri t ing i n  a recent Feminist Bookstores' News column, "From the Boys 
on Pub1 i shers Row," Carol Seajay stresses: 

RKG has long been a publ i sher of  good, sol i d ,  feminist  books 
w i th  a bent toward the academic._ They've a1 so been on the 
f o r e f r o n t  o f  doing outreach and d l  s tq l  bu t ion  t o  feminist  
bookstores, an a t t i t u d e  very d i f f e r e n t  from most U.S. 
publ i shers.. . . (3)  

The occasion f o r  t h i s  rare  praise was the inauguration o f  RKG's new impr int ,  
Pandora Press, t o  be edi ted by P h i l  ippa Brewster. Intended t o  provide "new 
women's wr i t ing ,  f i c t i o n  and non-f ict lon, accessibly pr iced i n  paperback," the 
Press 's f i r s t  t i t l e s  are l i k e l y  t o  i n t r i g u e  the feminist  reading publ ic:  - Test 
Tube Women, a c o l l e c t i o n  of a r t i c l e s  examining the impact o f  the new 
reproductive techno1 ogies on women's 1 ives, edi ted  by R i ta  A r d i t t i  , Renate 
Duel 1 i K l  e i  n, and She1 l e y  M i  nden; My Country I s  the Whole World: An Anthol ogx 
o f  Women's Work on Peace and War, edi ted by the Cambridge Women's Peace 
Col l e c t i v e ;  col l ec t i ons  of  short s tor ies  and utopian f i c t i o n  by 19th-century 
women wr i te rs ;  a study o f  sexual images o f  women i n  advert is ing and 
pornography; and test imonies of wmen i n  South Afr ica. Noteworthy RKG t i t l e s  
outside the Pandora Press series are too numerous to  mention; here are but a 
few: Images o f  Ourselves: Women With D i s a b i l i t i e s  Tal k i n  , edi ted by Jo 
Campling; Sex and Class i n  Women's H is to r  , edited by Ju%i th  L. Newton, Mary 
P. Ryan, and Judi-~orth: Sexual Economics and the 



World of Women, by L i s a  Leghorn and Katherine Parker; Theories o f  Women's 
S tud ies ,  ed i ted  by G l o r i a  Bowles and Renate Duel li Kle in;  P o l i t i c s  o f  
Reproduction, by Mary 0'Br ien; and Give Us Bread, But Give Us Roses, Sarah 
E i  senstei  n '  s ~osthumous1~-pub1 i shed study o f  worki ns women's consciousness 
turn-of - the-century her i ' ca .  

- 

I come away from t h i s  sampling o f  mainstream women's s tudies pub l i sh ing  w i t h  a 
new sense of i t s  con t r ibu t ions .  Wi th in t he  world o f  femin is t  small press 
publ i shing, the commercial g i an ts  are seen as competi tors w i th  a grotesquely 
u n f a i r  advantage. They have v a s t l y  l a r g e r  resources, y e t  they cannot 
u l t i m a t e l y  be counted on t o  mainta in a longtetm commitment t o  f em in i s t  
publ ish ing.  This  longterm unce r ta in t y  i s  a genuine and v a l i d  concern f o r  a1 1 
f e m i n i s t  researchers, students, and readers. Yet, whatever l i e s  beyond us i n  
t h e  future, q u i t e  a number o f  commercial and u n i v e r s i t y  presses are making a 
s t rong commitment t o  sol i d  f em in i s t  w r i  t i n g  ri h t  now, w i th  publ i shed works 97;- t h a t  are crowding the  she1 ves o f  our  l i b r a r i e s ,  t a t  w i l l  be there  f o r  f u t u r e  
generat ions of women. I would say t h a t  a good ma jo r i t y  o f  these works -- 
though f e m i n i s t  i n  perspect ive -- are too  academic i n  substance t o  be taken on 
by t h e  small femini  s t  press, and there fo re  are only seeing the l ight  o f  day 
because of t he  l a r g e r  resources o f  t h e  b i g  publ ishers. C r i t i c s  o f  these 
pub l i shers  o f t e n  po in t  t o  " r i p  o f f s "  l i k e  R i t a  Mae Brown's Rubyf ru i t  Jungle, 
brought t o  t he  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  reading pub l i c  by a mal l ,  now defunct 

' f e m i n i s t  press -- Daughters, Inc. -- and then picked up and marketed i n t o  a 
minor  b e s t s e l l e r  by Bantam Books. Yet one ought not t o  lose  s igh t  o f  the 
numerous works i n  f em in i s t  theory, science, sociology, 1 i t e r a t u r e ,  
anthropology, and so on, which simply would not e x i s t  if ma1 1 presses were 
w r i t e r s '  on l y  ava i l  ab le option. 

I would s t i l l  agree w i th  those who see the  independent women's presses as 
guarantors o f  our pub l i sh ing  future.  Yet I am g r a t i f i e d  t o  see the strong 
foo tho ld  being establ ished by fem in i s t  e d i t o r s  working w i t h i n  t he  corporate 
publ i shing scene. We need more l i k e  them. 

-- Cathy Loeb 

NOTES \ - 
Trade pub l i shers  w i t h  strong 11 s t s  f o r  women's s tudies -- such as Harper 

& Row, Random House, Norton, Simon & Schuster, and the small and uniquely  
independent Beacon Press -- m e r i t  a separate i nves t i ga t i on  which I cannot 
undertake here. 

Greenwood i s  r a t h e r  unique i n  t h i s  respect. Where many pub l i shers  
cross1 i s t  every t i t l e  remotely re la ted  t o  the study o f  women i n  t h e i r  women's 
s tudies l i s t s ,  Greenwood's l i s t  i s  so strong they appear t o  fee l  they can 
publ i s h  a work, f o r  example, on Presbyter ian women i n  America and inc lude i t  
on ly  as par t  o f  t h e i r  series, "Cont r ibu t ions  t o  the Study o f  Religion." 

* Carol Seajay, "From the  Boys on Pub l i  shers Row," Feminist  Bookstores' 
News 7, no.1 (September 1983), 43. - 



Ff mlNlST VISIONS 
MEDIA RESOURCES FOR UNLEARNING RACISM AND SEXISM 

Low-techno1 ogy, 1 ow-cost media resources f o r  progressive classrooms have been 
a v a i l  ab le from the  Council on I n t e r r a c i a l  Books f o r  Chi ldren f o r  near ly  20 
years. I n  1965, a group o f  ed i t o rs ,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  w r i t e r s ,  and h i s t o r i a n s  
formed t h e  non-pro f i t  o rgan iza t ion  w i t h  t he  goal o f  promoting l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  
c h i l d r e n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  asp i ra t i ons  o f  a m u l t i r a c i a l  and m u l t i c u l t u r a l  
soc iety .  I n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  women's movement, t he  f i g h t  against sexism became 
another of the Counci 1 ' s commitments. Today, the Council ' s resources inc lude 
a pe r i od i ca l  c a l l e d  I n t e r r a c i  a1 Books f o r  Chi ldren B u l l e t i n ,  which reviews t h e  
content o f  ch i l d ren '  s books and audiovisual s; 16 sound- f i lmstr ip  programs f o r  
audiences from k indergar ten through adu l t ;  books, pamphlets, and lesson plans. 

The focus o f  the f i l m s t r i p s  ranges from examinations o f  stereotypes o f  r a c i a l  
and e thn ic  groups and women found i n  e x i s t i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  p i c t u r e  books, t o  
p resenta t ions  of a1 t e r n a t i  ve h i  s t o r i e s  and s t ra teg ies  f o r  soc ia l  change. 
Most recent ly ,  t he  Council produced 10 shor t  s tory f i l m s t r i p s  designed t o  
develop c r i t i c a l  t h i n k l n g  about t he  behavior o f  men, women and c h i l d r e n  by 
encouraging ch i l d ren  t o  t h i n k  about t h e i r  own values, and present and f u t u r e  
behaviors. The f i l m s t r i p s  are designed t o  be stopped dur ing screenings t o  
provoke d iscussion about poss ib le  reso lu t i ons  o f  t h e i r  s tor ies.  Short s to ry  
t i t l e s  inc lude "Equal Play" ( c h i l d r e n  challenqa t h e  lack  o f  sex equ i ty  i n  an 
a f te r -schoo l  p lay center) ;  "What K ind  o f  Man?' (two boys argue about t he  type 
of i dea l  man each prefers--macho versus k ind  and considerate) ; "No Touching" 
( two ch i l d ren  pursued by a c h i l d  molester a t  the movies are provided w i t h  
coping s t ra teg ies  by a r e l a t i v e )  ; and "Babies Are Not Toys" (two ' g i r l s  have 
opposi te  ideas about the1 r o lde r  sf s te rs '  becoming teenaged mothers). The 
u n i t  of 10 f i l m s t r i p s  and teacher 's  guide, w i t h  pre-showing, mid-showing, and 
post-showing d iscussion guides, cos ts  $110. I nd i v i dua l  f i l m s t r i p s  cost 
$22.50. 

An o r i g i n a l  set o f  th ree  sound-color f i l m s t r i p s  c a l l e d  "Winning ' J u s t i c e  For 
A l l  "' i s  a good example o f  t he  ana l y t i ca l  s t ra teg ies  used by t h e  Council t o  
expose racism and sexism a t  many l eve l  s -o f  society, and t o  encourage audiences 
t o  a c t i v e l y  oppose these forms o f  oppressioq. "The Secret o f  Goodasma," t he  
f i r s t  f i l m s t r i p  i n  t he  package, fea tures  a space creature t a l k i n g  t o  a whi te  
g i r l ,  a b lack  boy and a Cherokee boy about stereotypes. The f i l m s t r i p  shows 
photos o f  g i r l  s and m ino r i t y  group members i n  unstereotypica l  r o l e s  t o  p o i n t  
ou t  t he  d i v e r s i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  groups, and t o  argue t h a t  stereotypes are 
fa1  se, harmful and o f t e n  used t o  j u s t i f y  u n f a i r  treatment o f  women and 
m ino r i t i es .  

The second f i l m s t r i p  i s  c a l l e d  "An Equal Chance." It uses cartoons t o  show 
t h a t  "when babies are born i n  t he  U.S., t he  odds are stacked i n  favor  o f  wh i te  
males so t h a t  they grow up t o  earn more money and social  power than babies 
born female and dark skinned." The f i l m s t r i p  p o i n t s  t o  soc ia l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  
economic, and p o l i t i c a l  reasons f o r  t he  uneven star t .  

The f i n a l  f i  l m s t r i p  i n  . the series, "F igh t i ng  Discr iminat ion,"  uses photographs 
t o  represent a boy 's  dream o f  Sojourner Tru th  v i s i t i n g  h i s  s i  s t e r l s  h igh 
school. Sojourner Tru th  helps the students p lan  t a c t i c s  f o r  making sure t h a t  
T i t l e  I X  i s  enforced i n  t h e i r  schools. Tac t i cs  inc lude student meetings, 
1 ett.ers t o  newspapers, p e t i t i o n s ,  1 obbyi ng and grievance complaints. 
Nonviolent c i v i l  disobedience i s  j u s t i f i e d  as a t a c t i c  t h a t  has been 



h i  s t o r i c a l  l y  necessary and productive. 

"Winning ' J u s t i c e  f o r  A l l  "' i s  designed f o r  grades f o u r  through nine. The 
f i l m s t r i p s  are supported by a student workbook w i th  35 a c t i v i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  
reading o f  poems, biographies, h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g ,  and advertisements. 
Exercises, conceptual responses, t e l e v i s i o n  survey forms, and job re la ted  
a c t i v i t i e s  are a1 so included. A teacher 's  e d i t i o n  contains bib1 iography, 
glossary, and background reading. 

Other f i l m s t r i p  t i t l e s  inc lude "Understanding I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Racism," 
"Understanding I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Sexism," "Unlearning ' Ind ian '  Stereotypes," 
"Unlearning Asian American Stereotypes," "Unlearni n Chicano and Puerto Rican 
Stereotypes," " I d e n t i f y i n g  Sexi sm and Raci sm i n  Chi 4 dren 's  Books," "An Equal 
Chance," and "Chi1 d Care Shapes the  Future: Anti-Sexi sn and Anti-Raci sm." 
Costs f o r  f i l m s t r i p  programs from the  Council run considerably lower than 
o the r  f i l m s t r i p  sources, ranging from $27.50 f o r  a sound-color f i l m s t r i p  t h a t  
inc ludes  support ive lesson plans, t o  $70 f o r  a complete supplementary 
cur r i cu lum u n i t  w i t h  th ree  f i l m s t r i p s ,  35 d e t a i l e d  lesson plans, a c t i v i t i e s ,  
student workbook, and teacher ed i t ion .  

Council f i l m s t r i p s  are cons i s ten t l y  c l e a r  i n  t h e i r  organizat ion and 
presenta t ion  o f  ideas. They are v i s u a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and t h e  sound t racks  
fea tu re  male and female voices represent ing a va r i e t y  o f  r a c i a l  and e thn ic  
backgrounds. The ana lys is  o f  sexi sm and racism i n  society shows complex 
1 eve1 s of i n t e r a c t i o n  between i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  economic rea l  i t i e s ,  and unequal 
oppor tuni ty .  The product ions express a comnitment t o  the b e l i e f  t ha t  students 
can unlearn racism and sexism and apply t h e i r  new understanding t o  books, 
m e v i  sion, school , and the1 r own 11 ves. They chal lenge teachers t o  pay more 
than 1 i p  serv ice t o  "equa l i t y  ," "human re lat ions,"  and "soc ia l  j us t i ce " ;  t o  
l e a r n  new in fo rmat ion  about t h e i r  students' a t t i t u d e s  and l i v e s ;  and t o  work 
along w i t h  t h e i r  students t o  change d isc r im ina tory  school ing pract ices. These 
are some of the q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  have made the  Counci l 's  ma te r i a l s  con t rovers ia l  
i n  some school d i s t r i c t s .  They are a1 so what make t h e  f i l m s t r i p s  valuable 
media resources f o r  femi n i  s t  c l  assrooms, 

A f u l l  ca ta log  o f  t he  Council ' s resources i s  ava i l  ab le from: The Council on 
I n t e r r a c i  a1 Books f o r  Chi ldren, Raci sm/Sexi sm Resource Center, 1841 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10023-7648. Several o f  t he  Cobnci l 's  f i l m s t r i p s  can be 
previewed a t  the UW-Madison I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Ma te r i a l s  Center, loca ted  a t  225 N. 
M i  11 s St .  ; phone: (608) 263-4750. 

-- El izabeth  E l l swor th  

[E l i zabeth  E l l swor th  i s  a Lec tu re r  i n  the Women's Studies Program a t  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsi n-Madi son, teaching "Mass Media and the Sexes" and 
"Women i n  Film." Th is  f a l l  she w i l l  begin a new pos i t i on  as Assis tant  
Professor  i n  the Department o f  Curriculum and I n s t r u c t i o n  a t  the UW-Madison, 
teach ing  courses i n  educational media technology and cul ture.]  



BUILDING COLLECTIONS 
U J O ~ E N ' S  STUDIES 
REPORT ON A MEETING OF UW LIBRARIANS 

On A p r i l  4 twenty-two l i b r a r i a n s  and the s t a f f  o f  the O f f i c e  o f  the Women's 
Studies Librarian-at-Large met together f o r  a day-long workshop. It was the 
f i r s t  t ime i n  many years t h a t  l i b r a r i a n s  from throughout the UW System 
gathered t o  discuss bu i ld ing stronger co l l ec t i ons  i n  support o f  women' s 
studies teaching and research. 

Fol lowing int roductory remarks by Karen M e r r i t t  , Senior Academic Planner f o r  
the UW System, Sue Searing opened up the workshop wi th  an overview, drawing 
a t t e n t i o n  f i r s t  to the tremendous boom i n  women' s studies publ i shing over the  
1 ast  decade. Mainstream publ i shers have discovered the p r o f i t a b i l  i t y  o f  works 
on women, whi le small presses continue t o  o f f e r  an innovative, o f ten  
d l  ssenting voice. L ibrar ians are now blessed wi th  more sources f o r  reviews o f  
women's studies material  s, and a growing leve l  o f  c r i t i c a l  soph is t ica t ion  
among reviewers. A t  the same time, however, 1 i b r a r y  budgets continue t o  be 
s tead i l y  eroded by i n f l a t i o n .  

Sue went on t o  survey reviewing medla f o r  women' s studies. A auick 
examination o f  recent i ssues o? L i b r a r  Journal, Choice, pub1 i shers' Weekly, 

1 

and The New York Times Book Review + a r ~ c e s  -- f o r  l i b r a r y  book 
orders -- revealed tha t  from 6% t o  17% o f  t o t a l  reviews i n  any s ingle issue 
might be relevant t o  women's studies. Sue stressed that  it i s  essential  t o  
supplement the mainstream sources wi th a l te rna t i ve  reviewing media. She 
passed around samples o f  several useful t i t l e s  and evaluated the1 r strengths 
and weaknesses as select ion tools. The t i t l e s  covered were: Catal s t  Media 
Review, Feminl s t  Bookstores News, Motheroot Journal , New Women s imes 
-st Review, W L W  L 

?.y---- 
Women L I  brary Workers1 Journal , The Women's Review o f  

Books, - and ~he*Women's Studies Review. 

The workshop grew less  formal as pa r t i c ipan ts  took turns  sharing t h e i r  own 
problems and successes i n  acquir ing women's studies material  s. No single 
pa t te rn  emerged, but  it was c lear  t h a t  womeq' s studies select ion i s  Integrated 
i n t o  the general procedure on each campus. Sohe l i b r a r i e s  r e l y  heavi ly  on 
f a c u l t y  recommendations; others reserve deci sion-making f o r  the l i b r a r y  s ta f f .  
Blanket orders play an important r o l e  a t  some i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  whi le others 
i n i t i a t e  d iscre te  orders f o r  every t i t l e .  Women's studies i s  given a separate 
budget l i n e  a t  a few l i b ra r ies .  Some 1 i b r a r i e s  assign one s t a f f  member 
responsi b i l  i t y  for buying new items i n  women's studies, and others count on 
those select ing material  s i n  the various d i  sc ip l  ines t o  acqul r e  women-re1 ated 
t i t l e s  as appropriate. 

There was one common complaint, however -- lack o f  time, money, and s ta f f .  
These overarching const ra in ts  so l i m i t  the effect iveness o f  book selectors i n  
every f i e l d  t h a t  i t i s  nearly impossible f o r  them t o  pay special a t ten t ion  t o  
c o l l e c t i o n  development i n  women' s studies. It was a1 so agreed that  
cooperation and resource sharing are essential  i n  times o f  dimini shed buying 
power, but  tha t  the context f o r  cooperation should be a Systemwide po l i cy  on 
col 1 ec t ion  development tha t  encompasses a1 1 f i e l d s  o f  knowledge. 

A f t e r  lunch, three focused discussions were held. Edi Bjorklund, o f  UW- 
Ni:waukee, out1 ined the very thorough methodology used i n  the Golda Meir 



L i b r a r y  t o  make deci sions about adding new journa l  t i t l e s .  Since journa l  s  
represent ongoing commitments o f  funds, any dec is ion  t o  i n i t i a t e  a  new 
subscr ip t ion  nust be care fu l  l y  considered. A standing committee o f  l i b r a r i a n s  
a t  Golda Meir, represent ing both publ i c  and techn ica l  services, meets weekly. 
Many f a c t o r s  enter  i n t o  t h e i r  decisions. I s  the  pe r i od i ca l  he ld elsewhere i n  
t h e  area? Have the re  been many requests f o r  the  i n t e r l o a n  o f  a r t i c l e s  from 
i t ?  I s  i t covered i n  standard indexes and abstracts? Who sponsors it and how 
s o l i d  i s  i t s  repu ta t i on  i n  the  scho la r ly  world? Does it f a l l  w i t h i n  the  
subject  scope o f  t h e  l i b r a r y ?  W i l l  t he  t i t l e  have l a s t i n g  value i n  the 
c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  i s  it most use fu l  f o r  cur ren t  in format ion? Does a  check o f  
c i t a t i o n  indexes reveal t h a t  a r t i c l e s  from it are o f ten  c i t e d ?  What does it 
cos t?  De-selection, o r  t he  decis ion t o  cancel a  subscr ip t ion,  requ i res  the  
same ca re fu l  weighing o f  t h e  facts.  UW-Milwaukee a1 so c a r r i e s  out studies o f  
i n - b u i l d i n g  use t o  a i d  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  weeding the  co l l ec t i on .  

L i b r a r i a n s  from t h e  other  campuses concurred t h a t  journa l  se lec t ion  and de- 
se lec t i on  are sometimes pa in fu l  processes. There i s  some variance i n  the  
amount o f  f a c u l t y  inpu t  sought. A t  l e a s t  one l i b r a r y  has reached the  stage 
where any new subscr ip t ion  can be a f fo rded on ly  by cance l l i ng  an e x i s t i n g  one. 
There were some novel suggestions f o r  determining how heav i l y  a  journal  i s  
used, i n c l  uding measuring the  dust atop the  bound volumes, and removing them 
f rom the shelves t o  see i f  anyone squawks. 

Discussion o f  l oca l  journal  c o l l e c t i o n s  l e d  i n e v i t a b l y  t o  cons idera t ion  o f  
, resource sharing. UW-Madi son expands i t s  hold ings through membership i n  the  

Center f o r  Research L ib ra r i es .  Deci s ions about cancel 1  i n g  t i t l e s  would be 
l e s s  agonizing f o r  the  smal ler campus l i b r a r i e s  i f  they t o o  had easy access t o  
t h e  r i c h  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l i t t l e - u s e d  s e r i a l  s  housed a t  the  Center, a  
clear inghouse i n  Chicago. 

A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  Wisconsin's l i b r a r y  hold ings are represented i n  t he  OCLC 
data base, which g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e s  resource sharing w i t h i n  t he  state. 
WISCAT, a  mic ro f i che  cata log der ived from the  OCLC magnetic tapes, a1 lows 
l i b r a r i e s  wi thout  on l ine  access t o  t he -da ta  base t o  have t h e  same hold ings 
i n fo rma t i on  (though not so up-to-date) c lose  a t  hand. 

Margaret Hohenstein, o f  UW-Plattevil le , -  spoke next about acqui s i t i o n  o f  
audiov isual  ma te r i a l s  f o r  use i n  women's s tuhies classes, no t ing  th ree  
problems. F i r s t ,  AV mater ia l  s  are very expensive; one f i l m  may cost  as much 
as- a  dozen books. Second, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l ea rn  o f  new mater ia l  s  and t o  
i d e n t i f y  those best su i ted t o  the curriculum. And f i n a l l y ,  inadequate AV 
c o l l e c t i o n s  cannot be compensated f o r  by us ing  i n t e r 1  i b r a r y  loan, s ince few 
1  i b r a r i e s  w i t h i n  the  UW System are w i l l i n g  t o  share such mater ia l  s. 

A Systemwide p o l i c y  on the  loan o f  AV mater ia l  s  would be desi rable,  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  concluded, b u t  few were hopeful t h a t  cur ren t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w i  11 be 
eased. The sheer cost1 iness o f  AV items, coupled w i t h  t h e i r  f r a g i l  i t y ,  makes 
l oan ing  them outs ide t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a  r i s k y  proposit ion. One so lu t i on  i s  t o  
purchase expensive sets  cooperat ive ly ,  thus assuring equal ownership and equal 
access. Another approach would be t o  demand more and b e t t e r  women's s tudies 
m a t e r i a l s  from the  major f i l m  ren ta l  l i b r a r i e s  a t  UW-Madison and UW-La Crosse. 
As we move toward these goals, i t  was agreed t h a t  t he  Women's Studies 
L ib rar ian-a t -Large  should cont inue t o  high1 i g h t  new AV mater ia l  s  i n  her 
publ i ca t ions .  



Jim Danky, o f  the Sta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society  o f  Wisconsin, and Cathy Loeb, of 
t he  O f f i c e  o f  the Women's Studies Librar ian-at-Large, l e d  the  f i n a l  d i  scussion 
o f  ma1 1 press mater i  a1 s. Cathy emphasized the cont inu ing importance o f  
femin is t  pub l i sh ing  as a key source o f  the l a t e s t  ideas and issues o f  the  
women's movement. A l t e r n a t i v e  press books have a place i n  the classroom, and 
they  c e r t a i n l y  belong i n  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  support women's s tudies 
programs. Cathy orchestrated an i n s p i r i n g  "show and t e l l "  o f  new books from 
several presses: The Feminist  Press; Naiad Press; Spinsters, Ink; Persephone 
Press; Alyson Publ icat ions;  The Crossing Press; Ki tchen Table: Women o f  Color 
Press; and Aunt Lu te  Book Company. 

J im Danky shared Cathy' s enthusiasm f o r  a1 t e r n a t i v e  mater ia l  s. He noted t h a t  
i f  l i b r a r i e s  l i m i t  new subscr ip t ions t o  pe r i od i ca l  s t h a t  are covered i n  
indexes and abstracts ,  t h e i r  c o l l  ec t i ons  w i  11 become very homogenous. The 
Sta te  H i s t o r i c a l  Society  p r i des  i t s e l f  on i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  newspapers and 
magazines t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e  the  f u l l  spectrum o f  women's l i v e s  i n  the U.S. and 
Canada. The 1 i b r a r y  i s  espec ia l l y  strong i n  l o c a l  feminist  newspapers and 
special  i n t e r e s t  newsletters,  and w i  11 g lad ly  i n t e r l o a n  a l l  but cur ren t  
issues. P a r t i c i p a n t s  expressed t h e i r  g ra t i t ude  f o r  the Soc ie t y ' s  
comprehensive c o l l  ect ion. 

I n  the  ensuing d iscussion it was noted t h a t  some l i b r a r i e s  have blanket 
po l  i c i e s  ( w r i t t e n  o r  unwr i t ten)  against  acqu i r ing  newsletters,  and against 

4 
r e t a i n i n g  only  cur ren t  issues o f  t i t l e s  w i t h  1 im i ted  research value. 
Experience w i t h  small presses has been mixed. A t  l e a s t  one l i b r a r i a n  has 
found it b e t t e r  t o  order d i r e c t l y  from the  pub1 i sher, r a t h e r  than us ing a 
l o c a l  bookstore as the  source o f  t i t l e s  not c a r r i e d  by the b i g  commercial 
jobbers. Prepayment was recomnended, even when the  l i b r a r y  only  knows the 
approximate pr ice ,  as very small presses may blanch when faced w i t h  a 
u n i v e r s i t y  purchase order demand1 ng t r i p 1  i c a t e  invoices and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
d i  scounts. 

Wrapping up the  day, p a r t i c i p a n t s  were asked t o  suggest act ions which they -- 
i n d i v i d u a l  l y ,  co l  l e c t i v e l y ,  o r  i n  conjunct ion w i t h  the  L ibrar ian-at -Large -- 
cou ld  take t a  strengthen UW l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  women's studies. A l l  
agreed t h a t  cooperat ion and connnunicatinn must be the groundwork f o r  any 
improvement i n  the ove ra l l  p ic tu re .  Making,l i brar ians  and adminf s t r a t o r s  
aware o f  the  problems o f  resource sharing (espkcial  l y  as regards nonpr in t  
ma te r i a l s )  and pushing f o r  g rea ter  Systemwide coord inat ion o f  c o l l e c t i o n  
b u i l d i n g  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  are the  two goals toward which a l l  should s t r i ve .  The 
workshop was a good beginning. 

-- Susan Searing 
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I n  t h i s  issue, we abandon our usual i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  stance f o r  a single- 
minded focus on new reference books i n  the f i e l d  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  This i s  not a 
comprehensive survey, but  an examination o f  some o f  the more in te res t ing  
t i t l e s  tha t  have come t o  our a t tent ion  i n  the past few months. 

Reconstructing American L i te ra tu re ,  edi ted by Paul Lauter, i s the f i r s t  f r u i t  
o t  a major pro ject  tha t  w l  l l culminate i n  the creat ion o f  a new basic 
anthology o f  American l i t e r a t u r e  i n  which women and m inor i t i es  are f a i r l y  
represented. The present volume o f f e r s  30 sy l l ab i  as a l te rnat ives  t o  the 
t r a d i t i o n a l  curriculum. The s y l l a b i  h igh l  i g h t  key theore t ica l  questions and 
serve as ill uminating b ib l iographies for  teachers and students a1 i ke. 

Another b i  b l  iography long awaited i s  Resnick and de Court i  vron' s Women Writers 
i n  Translat ion, a handy guide t o  Engl ish t rans la t i ons  o f  l i t e r a r y  w r i t i n g s  

A published between 1945 and 1982. Over one t h i r d  o f - t h e  volume i s  devoted t o  
t rans1 a t  ions 3 f  works by French, French-Canadi an, and other Francophone 
authors. Other chapters t r e a t  mater ia l  s i n  Portuguese, German, I t a l  ian, 
Japanese, Russian, and Spani sh. Chapter int roduct ions out1 i n @  t h e i r  scope and 
methodology and h igh l  i g h t  important works tha t  remain untranslated. There i s  
a short note on each author, followed by an annotated 1 i s t  o f  her works. 
Except f o r  the chapter on German l i t e r a t u r e ,  which includes some works 
publ i shed i n  journal s and anthologies, only books are l i s ted .  This 
b i  b l  iography should prove he1 p f u l  t o  facul ty ,  students, and general readers. 

Less useful as a key t o  fore ign l i t e r a t u r e  I s  Lynn E l l e n  Rice Cort ina 's flawed 
guide, Spani sh ~ m e d c a n  women-~ri t e rs :  A B ib l  io-graphical Research Check1 i st. 
Covering 1492 t o  1980, the bibl iography i s  erranged by country, wi th a name 
index. Nearly 2,000 women are represented. Most o f  the ent r ies  are labe l led  
by genre, a t  least. Unfortunately, the information i s  of ten incomplete, i n  
many cases o f f e r i n g  only a t i t l e  under an author 's name, without any 
publ i shi ng information. P a r t i a l  c i t a t i o n s  are f rus t ra t i ng ,  ye t  Cor t i  na has 
made a beginning f o r  scholars o f  L a t i n  American l i t e r a t u r e .  

Not surpr is ingly,  there are several new t i t l e s  i n  B r i t i s h  and American 
1 i t e ra tu re .  Charlotte and Emily Bronte': A Reference Guide, by R. W. Crump, 
promises t o  be the au tho r i ta t i ve  bibl iography on the Bront'es. So f a r  on1 y the 
f i r s t  volume, covering 1846 t o  1915, has been issued. The secondary 
1 i t e r a t u r e  on the Bront'e's, inc luding "remini scences, memorial s, sketches, 
essays, a r t i c l e s ,  book-length studies, chapters o f  books, reviews" and other 
items, i s  arranged chronological ly.  A1 1 ent r ies  are annotated. A s im i la r  
work w i th  a wider time frame was compiled by Anne Passel f i v e  years ago -- 
Char1 o t t e  and Emily Bront'P: An Annotated B i b l  iography (Garland, 1979). When 
f u t u r e  vol umes extend coverage t o  the present, Crump' s guide w i l l  wpercede 
Passel s. 



Another new work on the Bront'ef i s  The Scr ibner  Companion t o  the Brontgs, a 
remarkable compendium o f  background information. Pa r t  I centers  on the 
fami ly ,  p rov id ing  a 60-page chronology o f  fami ly  events and character  sketches 
of t he  fam i l y  members. Par t  I 1  , t r e a t s  the j uven i l e  works o f  Branwell, Anne, 
Emily, and Char lo t te ,  w i t h  de ta i l ed  desc r i p t i ons  of  t h e i r  fantasy worlds, 
Glasstown and Gondal. Published works are covered i n  Pa r t  111, which conta ins 
commentaries and l i s t s  o f  characters f o r  a l l  t he  novels; a glossary o f  unusual 
words, ill usions, and t o p i c a l  references; and a sel ec t i on  ~f,~contemporary 
reviews. Par t  I V  describes places associated w i t h  the Brontes and t h e i r  
novel s. Although not constructed f o r  quick reference, t h i s  i s  a f asc ina t i ng  
handbook. 

For ser ious scholars on ly  i s  t he  hef ty  volume, A Concordance t o  B r o n t e " ~  
Wuthering Heights. C. Ruth Sabol and Todd K. Bender have generated an 
a lphabet ic  computer-printout o f  every word i n  t he  1847 London ed i t i on ,  keyed 
t o  page and l i n e  references. A word frequency t a b l e  i s  included, fo l lowed by 
a 1 ine-by-1 i n e  r e p r i n t  of t he  novel ' s e n t i r e  text .  This  volume i s  a companion 
t o  A Concordance t o  8ront'a"s Jane Eyre (Garland, 1981), prepared by the same 
authors. 

A Concordance t o  the Works o f  Jane Austen i s  an even more daunting work. I n  
th ree  volumes. it indexes a l l  imoortant words i n  R. W. Chaoman's e d i t i o n  o f  
Austen's works. Keywords are displayed i n  the context  o f  sentences o r  
phrases, which makes the concordance more usefu l  as a stand-a1 one reference 
t o o l .  An appendix ranks words by frequency. Corcordances o f  t h i s  sor t  appeal 
t o  a m a l l  c o t e r i e  o f  l i t e r a r y  researchers concerned w i t h  the nuances o f  
1 anguage use; s t i l l  , t h i  s set i nd i ca tes  the  important spot Austen now occupies 
i n  t h e  1 i t e r a r y  canon. 

Less-known authors from the  Un i ted  Kingdom are a1 so t h e  sqbjects o f  recent  . 
b ib l iograph ies .  The p r o l i f i c  Lady Gregory, co-founder o f  t he  I r i s h  Dramatic 
Movement and a col league o f  Yeats, i s  t r ea ted  i n  ~ a d y  Gregory, An Annotated 
B ib l iography  o f  C r i t i c i sm,  by E. H. Mikhai l .  Books and a r t i c l e s  about her are 
accorded very b r i e f  annotations; reviews o f  her books and reviews o f  p lay  . - 
product ions a r e  mere1 y c i ted.  

Dorothy L. Sayers, A Reference Guide i s -the f i r s t  book-length b i  b l  iography o f  
works about the c rea to r  o f  Lord Peter  Wimsey: known not on ly  f o r  her myster ies 
b u t  a1 so f o r  her essays and reviews. C r i t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  are arranged 
chrono log ica l  l y ,  cover ing t h e  per iod 1917 t o  1981. (Two bib1 iographies have 

r e v i o u s l y  descr ibed works b~ Sayers: Col 1 een B. G i  1 b e r t '  s d e s c r i p t i  ve 
E i b l  iography, A Bib1 iography o f t h e  Works i f  Dorothy L. Sayers. Archon Books, 
1978; and Robert 8. Harmon's an argaret  . urger  s An Annotated Guide t o  
t h e  Works o f  Dorothy L. Sayers, Garland, 1977.) 

A major add i t i on  t o  t he  reference shelves i n  American l i t e r a t u r e  i s  Gertrude 
S t e i n  and A l i c e  B. Toklas: A Reference Guide, by Ray Lewis White. I n  a 
chronologica l  arrangement spanning the  years 1909-1981, near ly  2,000 works are 
l i s t e d  and described. Included are scho la r ly  books and a r t i c l e s ,  
d i sse r ta t i ons ,  reviews, popular a r t i c l e s ,  and newspaper accounts. It i s  
g r a t i f y i n g  t o  have a handle a t  l a s t  on the  ~nushrooming scholarship on S t e i n  
and Toklas. 



Another new b i b l  iography, Eudora Welty, A C r i t i c a l  Bib1 iography, 1936-1958, 
t u r n s  out not t o  be so new a f t e r  a1 1. The U n i v e r s i t y  Press o f  Miss i  s s i ~ o i  has 
r e p r i  n ted  a b i  b l  i ography compil ed by Bethany C. ~ w e a j i  ngen f o r  her M.A.' degree 
a t  Columbia i n  1958. Th is  s l im  volume's on ly  s t rong po in t  i s  t he  leng th  o f  
t h e  annotat ions, i n  which t h e  compi ler quotes generously from the  secondary 
sources she c i tes .  Researchers are b e t t e r  advised t o  consul t  V i c t o r  H. 
Thompson's Eudora We1 t y :  A Reference Guide (G. K. Hal 1 , 1976), which covers 
t h e  per iod  between and ompson' s annotat ions are b r i e f e r ,  bu t  he 
1 i s t  s more works f0~~:!36-19&%~:~an~!oes Sweari ngen. 

The body o f  publ ished w r i t i n g s  by and about E l i zabeth  Bishop proved too  ma1 1 
t o  r e s u l t  i n  a marketable b ib l iography,  so Diana E. Wy l l i e  compiled E l i zabe th  
Bishop and Howard Nemerov: A Reference Guide. A 1 i t t l e  over one f o u r t h  o f  the 
book i s  devoted t o  Bishop. The b ib l iography  fo l l ows  the standard format o f  G. 
K. Hal 1 ' s  re ference guides -- a 1 i s t  o f  w r i t i n g s  by the  author, fo l lowed by a 
chronologica l  1 y arranged annotated 1 i s t  o f  w r i t i n g s  about her. 

The l a t e  Jean S t a f f o r d  i s  we11 served by b i b l  iographer Wanda Avi la .  Jean 
Sta f fo rd :  A Comprehensive Bib1 iography opens w i t h  a 30-page c r i t i c a l  essay, 
f o l l owed  by separate annotated l i s t i n g s  o f  works by and works about t he  
author, bo th  appearing t o  be very complete. 

Not a l l  1 i t e r a r y  b i b l  iographies focus on s ing le  authors; pathbreaking thematic 
guides are a1 so being issued. Construct ing such l i s t s  requ i res  ingenui ty ,  a 

J thorough acquaintance w i t h  the l i t e r a t u r e  -- and i d e a l l y ,  as i n  t h e  case o f  
Jane S. Bakerman and Mary J'ean DeMarr. a network o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  scholars. 
The i r  Adolescent Female P o r t r a i t s  i n  the American Novel, 1961-1981 covers 579 
novels, i nc lud ing  a few aimed a t  young adu l t  readers. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  
de l i nea tes  common images o f  adolescent women, and provides a c h e c k l i s t  t h a t  
keys t h e  e n t r i e s  t o  these images. The b ib l iography  i s  arranged a1 phabet ical  l y  
by author, w i t h  long  annotat ions t h a t  sumnarize t h e  p l o t s  and themes o f  t h e  
novel s. The adolescent female character  i s  almost always cent ra l  t o  t h e  
s tory.  Appended t o  t h e  b i b l  iography i s  a chronological  l i s t  o f  t he  t i t l e s ,  a 
t i t l e  index, and -- d i s t r e s s i n g  i n  an otherwise exemplary resource -- a 
woeful 1 y inadequate, over1 y general subject index. 

B ib l i og raph ies  devoted t o  genres are a lso  mul t ip ly ing .  Bet ty  K ing ' s  Women o f  
t h e  Future: The Female Main Character i n  Science F i c t i o n  i s  a w e l c o m e ~ o  
women characters i n  book-length science f i c t i o n .  The f i r s t  chapter covers 
1818 t o  1929; subsequent chapters examine every decade through the  '80s. 
Selected s t o r i e s  are s i n  l e d  out f o r  in-depth descr ip t ions  o f  t h e i r  characters 
and sumnaries o f  t h e i r  p 9 ots. Th i s  volume f u l f i l l s  K ing 's  purpose o f  c rea t i ng  
a " s e l f - s e l e c t i o n  a i d  and pedagogical too l . "  The only  weakness i s  an 
i n o r d i n a t e  emphasis on t h e  physical  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t he  characters. I n  t h e  
" index  t o  physical  and mental /emotional qua1 i t ies,"  such fac to rs  as 
i n t e l l  igence, occupation, and v i c t i m i z a t i o n  are he1 pful  l y  high1 ighted, bu t  so 
are such i r r e l e v a n t  factors as h a i r  c o l o r  and shape o f  nose. I n  fact ,  h a i r  
c o l o r  i s  indexed under very speci f i c  headings -- "blonde/gold," "brown," 
"gold/brown," "red," and "red/gold," f o r  example. Who cares? 

A much sl imner volume i s  Roger C. Schlobin 's  Uran ia 's  Daughters: A Check l i s t  
o f  Women Science-Fic t ion Wri ters,  1692-1982. L i s t i n g  over 375 authors o f  over 
830 books i n  t n g l  i sh, t h i  s 1 s t he  most complete b i b l  iography we've discovered 
o f  women s f  w r i t e r s .  It i s  not annotated. Avid fans o f  s f  may a1 so be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a recent b ib l iography  focused on i nd i v i dua l  authors: Lei  h 
Bracket t ,  Marion Zimmer Bradley, Anne McCaffrey: A Primary and Secon a r  
B i  b l  iography, by Rosemarie Arbur. 

+$ 



Romance f i c t i o n  can now boast o f  two new reference works, although the  
de f  i n l t i  ve b i  b l  iography i s  ye t  t o  be publ i shed. Twentieth-Century Romance and 
Gothic Wr i ters ,  ed i ted by James Vlnson, covers some 300 authors. En t r i es  f a l l  
under rea l  names o r  pseudonyms, w i t h  f u l l  cross-references. For each author 
t he re  i s  minimal Who's Who-sty1 e background on education, employment , fami 1 y,  
and awards, fo l lowed by a f u l l  l i s t  o f  pub l i ca t i ons  and a short c r i t i c a l  
assessment. ( I t ' s  astonish ing how many books some o f  these authors have 
churned out ! )  Less usefu l  f o r  ready reference but  more r e f l e c t i v e  o f  the  
scholarship on popular romantic novel s i s  E i leen  Fa1 l o n '  s Words o f  Love: A 
Complete Guide t o  Romance F i c t i on .  S ix ty - four  " h i s t o r i c a l l y  important 
w r i t e r s "  and 163 "cur ren t  romance authors" are represented, w i t h  
b i  b l  iographi  es o f  t h e i r  works. Current authors responded t o  a quest ionnaire, 
and t h e i r  thoughts on wr i t i ng ,  t h e i r  t a l e s  o f  breaking i n t o  p r i n t ,  and t h e i r  
own f a v o r i t e  romance books are thus included. Also usefu l  i s  an index t o  
authors by sub-genre (e.g., f am i l y  saga, Regency, and romantic suspense). The 
volume i s  f leshed out w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  and c r i t i c a l  essays. 

There are several add i t iona l  reference works, j u s t  publ i shed o r  s t i l l  i n  
product ion, t h a t  we look forward t o  examining. These inc lude b i b l  iographies 
on George E l i o t ,  Jane Austen, Em1 1 y Dickinson, and Jean Rhys. Women and 
1 i t e r a t u r e  remains a v i t a l  sub- f ie ld  o f  women1 s studies. Despite the 
blossoming reference 11 te ra tu re ,  there  i s  s t i l  1 much b i b l  iographic  work t o  
accompl i sh. 

-- S.S. 

PERIODICAL NOTES 
' NEW PERIODICALS 

Between Our Sel ves: Women o f  Color  Newspaper. Forthcoming, 1984- 
imonthly. Subscript ions: $10 ( ind iv . )  - ( i ns t .  ). Subscr ip t ion address: 

0 Box 1939, Washington, DC 20013. (~1::: from pub l i sher )  

" I n  1983, we began d iscussing the  des i re  t o  have a consis tent  means o f  
comun ica t i on  mong women o f  co lor .  A na t iona l  newspaper o f  our own would 
p rov ide  the  space f o r  us, as Asian Americans, Lat inas, Nat ive Americans, Afro- 
Americans, and Arab-Americans, t o  d l  scuss our thoughts, act1 v i t i e s ,  
organiz ing,  h e r s t o r i  es and dreams. We desi red a newspaper where d l  a1 ogue 
among women o f  c o l o r  across class, c u l t u r a l  and r a c i a l  boundaries can happen; 
where the  lesb ian  o f  c o l o r  has a non-homophobic veh ic le  o f  expression; where 
women o f  c o l o r  can share/cel ebra te  c m o n a l  i t i e s  and d i f ferences,  and 
chal lenge assumptions about each other." F i r s t  issue w i l l  focus on " P o l i t i c a l  
Ac t i v i sm i n  Our Communities." 

B r o n t v  News1 e t te r .  1982- . Ed i to r :  Katherine M Rei se. Annual. 
Subscr ip t ions (wi'th membership i n  The Bront'e' Society) :  $10. Subscr ip t ion  
address: 335 Grove S t . ,  Oradel 1, NJ 07649. 

I n  t h i s  eight-page annual newslet ter  are essays, c r i t i c i  sm, revie!>, 
r e p o r t s  and announcements w i th  a focus on the  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  the Brontes. 

The Brown Papers. [1984]- . A pub l i ca t i on  o f  the  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
'Women o f  Color. Quar te r ly .  Subscript ions: $15. Subscr ip t ion address: NIWC, 
1712 N St.,  NW, Washington, DC 20036. ( Issue examined: no.1) 



The Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Women o f  Color i s  a non-pro f i t  o rgan iza t ion  
es tab l i shed  i n  1981 t o  promote educational and economic equ i ty  f o r  women of 
co lo r .  The Brown Papers i s  intended t o  serve "as a communication t o o l  f o r  
women o f  co lo r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and f o r  a l l  i t e r e s t e d  [ s i c ]  readers i n  general." 
The major p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  issue i s  devoted t o  a'paper by Suzanne R. 
Brooks and A i leen  C. Hernandez e n t i t l e d  "The P o l i t i c s  o f  Race and Sex." The 
paper looks  a t  Asian, Hispanic, American Indian, and Black women' s experience 
i n  t he  U.S. Commentaries by V i c t o r i a  Siu and Marta P. Cotera follow. 

Decade U date. March 1984- e . I r regu la r .  Subscript ions: $ l .25/ l  ssue; f r e e  
o women i n  h i r d  World countr ies. Subscr ip t ion address: I n te rna t i ona l  

Women's Trfbune Centre, 777 U.N. Plaza, New York, NY 10017. ( Issue examined: 
no.1, March 1984) 

Decade U date i s  "...an occasional pub l i ca t i on  f u l l  o f  news, ideas, events __e7 and i n s p i r a  i o n  hat  are r e l a t e d  t o  plans f o r  the Decade fo r  Women 1976-1985." 
The f i r s t  four-page issue provides simple background on the  world meetings f o r  
t h e  Decade. I n  fu ture issues, t h e  e d i t o r s  hope t o  pub l i sh  news about re la ted  
a c t i v i t i e s  around t h e  world. 

Eleanor Smeal Report. June 10, 1983- . Biweekly. Subscr ip t ions:  $49 
( i n d l  v. 1 ; $89 ( inst . ) .  Subscr ip t ion  address: Eleanor Smeal and Associates, 
P.O. BOX-19995; washington, DC 20036. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, June 10, 
1983-v.2, no. 1, June 20, 1984) 

A 

The most recent issue o f  t h i s  four-page newslet ter  repo r t s  on women's 
candidacies f o r  t h e  U.S. Senate i n  Minnesota, New Mexico and Colorado; delays 
f a c i n g  t h e  C i v i l  R igh ts  Act o f  1984 i n  t he  Senate; a recent chal lenge t o  t he  
Democrats' 50/50 r u l e  f o r  t h e  Nat ional  Convention; and women' s PAC's. 

Femi n i  s t  Teacher. Fo r t  hcomi ng, 1984- . Quar te r ly .  Subscript ions: $12 
( ind iv . )  ; $20 ( i ns t . ) .  Sample copy: $3.50. Subscr ip t ion address: Feminist  
Teacher Edi t o r i  a1 Col l e c t  i ve, Bal l a n t i n e  442, Indiana Un ivers i ty ,  Bl oomi ngton, 
I N  47405. (Press release from pub1 i sher) 

This  new q u a r t e r l y  i s  being launched by a group o f  Ind iana U n i v e r s i t y  
graduate student women t o  serve as an i n t e r d l  s c i p l i n a r y  forum t h a t  can he1 p 
develop a na t iona l  network o f  femi n i  s t s  teachers, from preschool through 
graduate school. Each issue w i l l  f ea tu re  a r t i c l e s  on femini  s t  pedagogy, 
s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  the classroom, course s y l l a b i  and b ib1 iographies, in te rv iews 
and news, and l e t t e r s  from readers -- intended t o  "chal lenge the  sexi m, 
r a c i s n  and o ther  types o f  oppression t h a t  have long been entrenched i n  our 
educat ional i n s t i t u t i o n s . "  

GEN: An Ant i-Sexi s t  Educational Journal. Autumn 1983- . Subscr ip t ions ( 3  
issues)  : 4.50 pounds ( ind iv . )  ; 7 pounds ( ins t . ) .  Subscr ip t ion address: 
Women's Education Resource Centre, ILEA Drama and Tape Centre, Pr ince ton  St.,  
London WC1, England. ( Issue examined: 1, Autumn 1983) 

The Women's Education Group was'set up a t  t he  B r i t i s h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
Education i n  1980, and l a t e r  received funding t o  es tab l i sh  a resource center  
and pub l i sh  an a n t i - s e x i s t  magazine and newsletter. GEN i s  intended as a 
na t iona l  forum " f o r  debate about femini W a n t i - s e x i  s t x u c a t i o n . .  . ," wh i l e  t he  
Women' s Education Group Newslet ter  repor ts  on current  news, act1 v i t i e s  and 
p r a c t i c a l  action. I n  t h i s  f i r s t  issue o f  GEN are a r t i c l e s  on gender and 
Eng l ish  teaching, women' s studies i n  the classroom, work w i t h  Asian young 
women i n  The Midlands, women's work i n  a boys' school, and more. 



Hot Wire: A Journal o f  Women's Music and Culture. Forthcoming 1984- 
3/year.  Subscript ions: u n t i l  Nov. Is, 1984: $12; the rea f te r :  $14. S ing le  
copy: $5. Subscr ip t ion address: Not J u s t  a Stage, 1321 W. Rosedale, Chicago, 
I L  60660. ( F l y e r  from pub l i sher )  

Hotwire " w i l l  be a means o f  communication and networking f o r  t he  women's 
music i ndus t r y  as wel l  as provide use fu l  and l i v e l y  in format ion f o r  o ther  
women in te res ted  i n  women's music." It w i l l  inc lude features, in terv iews,  
1 e t t e r s ,  news, a column by Kay Gardner,. graphics, f e s t i v a l  coverage, and 
poss ib l y  promotional cu t s  from new releases. The journal  i s  being launched by 
Not Jus t  a Stage, whose o ther  accompli shments inc lude pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  "Women's 
Music Plus: D i rec to ry  o f  Resources i n  Women's Music & Culture' '  (see I tems o f  
Note below). Th is  I s  an e x c i t i n g  pub l i sh ing  event f o r  those who have f e l t  t h e  
l o s s  o f  the e a r l i e r  women's music pub l i ca t ion ,  Paid My Dues. 

Hypatia: A Journal o f  Feminist  Philosophy. 1983- . Ed i to r :  Azizah a l -  
Z h  subscr ip t ion  t o  t he  Women's Studies 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Forum) : $30 ( Ind iv .  ); $95 ( i n s t .  ). Subscr ip t ion address: 

Persamon Press Ltd.. Maxwell House. Fa i rv iew Park. Elmsford. NY 10523. ( Issue 
examined: v.6, no.6; 1983 [a special  number of u]) 

The found1 ng o f  H a t i a  has been under d l  scussion f o r  near ly  a decade 
among the  members o f - # T  e o c l e t y  f o r  Women I n  Philosophy. It w i l l  appear once 
a year as a number o f  t he  journal ,  Women's Studies In te rna t i ona l  Forum. Among 
t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  issue: "On the  War Path and Beyond: Hegel, Freud 

1 

and Feminis t  Theoryu (Jo-Ann P i l a r d i  Fuchs); "How Ordinary (Sex1 s t )  D l  scourse 
Res is ts  Radical (Feminis t )  C r i t i que "  (Ter ry  R. Winant) ; "Mascu l in i t y  as 
Ideology i n  Pol i t i c a l  Theory: Hobbesian Man Considered" (Chrl  s t i n e  D i  
Stefano) . 
The In te rna t i ona l  Congress on Women i n  Music ~ e w s l i t t e r .  January 1983- 
Quarter ly.  Subscr ip t ions ( inc luded i n  t he  annual membership dues o f  t he  
Congress): 520. Subscr ip t ion address: P.O. Box 366, Loyola Blvd. a t  West 
80th, Los Angeles, CA 90045. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, January 1983-v.1, 
no.4, December 1983) 

The In te rna t i ona l  Congress on Women - i n  Music was founded i n  1982 a t  t h e  
Second In te rna t i ona l  Congress on Women I n  Music. The 8- t o  12-page Congress 
Newslet ter  o f f e r s  a forum " f o r  exchange o f  ideas, proposed pro jec ts ,  upcoming 
musical events, new compositions and recordings, and research works i n  
progress." 

Leqacy: A Newslet ter  o f  Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers. Spring 
1984 - . Edi tors:  Karen Oandurand and Joanne Dobson. Semiannual. 
Subscript ions: $5 ( ind iv . )  ; $8 ( i ns t .  ). Subscr ip t ion address: Legacy, Dept. 
o f  Engl i sh, B a r t l e t t  Hal 1 , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Massachusetts, h h e r s t ,  MA 01003. 
( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.1, Spring 1984) 

I n  t he  f i r s t  issue: " A l i c e  Cary: 1820-1871" ( Jud i t h  F e t t e r l e y  and ivlajorie 
Pryse);  "Women's D i a r y  L i t e r a t u r e :  Resources and D i rec t i ons  I n  t h e  F ie ld "  
(Margo Cul l e y )  ; "Nineteenth-Century American Novel : A Revised Syl labus" 
(Joanne Dobson and J u d i t h  Fet ter1 ey) ; "Pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  D i c k i  nson' s Poems i n  Her 
L i f e t i m e "  (Karen Dandurand) ; notes and queries; "Books i n  B r i e f " ;  and "Legacy 
D i r e c t o r y  o f  Scholars." Beginning w i t h  t he  Fa1 1 1985 issue, Legacy w i l l  
appear i n  journa l  format. 



Woman o f  Power: A Magazine of Feminism, S p i r i t u a l i t y ,  and P o l i t i c s .  
1984 - . quarter ly.  Subscriptions: $18; 813 low-income. Singre 
Subscript ion address: P.O. Box 827, Cambridge, MA 02238. ( Issue examined: 
"Premier Issue," Spring 1984) 

"...born out o f  a need for women to  un i te  the s p i r i t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
dimensions o f  our l ives,"  Woman of  Power i s  produced by a volunteer c o l l e c t i v e  
o f  70 women from the Boston area. Each issue w i l l  focus on a theme: 
"Womanpower" i n  the  f i r s t  issue, and i n  subsequent issues, "Envisioning L i f e  
i n  a Feminist World," "Women o f  Color: A Celebration o f  Power," and "Woman as 
Warrior." I n  the 120-page f i r s t  issue are a r t i c l e s  (e.g., "Woman's Role i n  
Planetary Transformation" [Dhyani Ywahoo]; "Looking f o r  a New Model o f  Power" 
[Grace R. Rowan]), in terv iews ( w i t h  among others, He1 en Cal d i c o t t ,  Andrea 
Dworkin, Starhawk and Susan ~ r i f f i n f  , f i c t i o n  and poetry, music and book 
reviews, announcements, and graphics. 

Women o f  Color News. June 1983- . Ed1 to rs :  Frances M i  randa-Watki ns and 
x h e r y l e  Williams. Quarter ly.  Subscriptions: $5. Single copy: $1.50. 
Subscript ion address: 2702 N. 37th St., Milwaukee, W I  53210. (Issues 
examined: v.1, no.1, June 1983-v.2, no.2, A p r i l  1984) 

This i s  a b e a u t i f u l l y  produced 32-page newsletter, w i th  a stated goal o f  
"being responsive t o  a1 1 women of  color,. . .lesbi an and non-lesbian." The most 
recent i ssue includes poetry and nice1 y reproduced graphics; a r t i c l e s  on 

, racism and sexism, Indian school s, and empowerment of  Lat inas; book and movie 
reviews; and announcements. 

Women's Education des F m e s .  1982- . Quarter ly.  Subscriptions: $15 
( indiv.);  $25 ( inst.) .  Subscript ion address: CCLOW National Of f ice ,  692 
Coxwell Ave., Toronto, Ontario M4C 386, Canada. (Issues examined: v.1, no.3, 
March 1983; v.1, no.4, June 1983; v.2, no.2, Dec. 1983; v.2, no.3, March 1984) 

Pub1 i shed by the Canadian Congress f o r  Learning Opportunit ies f o r  Women, a 
nat ional ,  non-prof i t  women's organization, t h l  s b i l  ingual journal reports on 
act1 v i t i e s  and resources throughout Canada re1 evant to  the advancement o f  
women s educational opportunit ies. Issues average 30 pages. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 

Drama: The Quar te r l y  Theatre Review no.152, 1984: "Special Issue on Women i n  
Theatre." Guest t d i t o r :  Ria Jul ian. Avai lable from: B r i t 1  sh Theatre 
Assocfatlon, 9 F i t z r o y  Square, London W1P 6AE, England. Single copy: 1.50 
pounds. ( Issue examined) 

A r t i c l e s  on feminism and theater; the status o f  women i n  the B r i t i s h  
theater; why there aren ' t  more women d l  rectors; the Women' s Playhouse Trust;  
p lus  prof1 l e s  o f  actresses, d l  rectors, designers, composers, and 
admi n i  s t rators.  

Es u i r e  v.101, no.6, June 1984: "A Celebration o f  the New American Woman." 
+IT vai a l e  from: P.O. Box 2590, Boulder, CO 80321. Single copy: $2.50. ( Issue 
exam1 ned) 

Feminist readers w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  oversize special issue a mixed bag -- 
e.g., "The Real and Ever-Widening Gender Gap" by Barbara Ehrenreich 



counterbalanced by "The Case f o r  Staying Home" by Harry S te in  (and worse). 
I n t e r e s t i n g  as a media event. 

Rara Av is  6/7, 1984: "Southern C a l i f o r n i a  Women Wri ters  8 A r t i s t s . "  E d i t o r s  
and pub1 ishers:  Jacquel ine De Angel i s  and A le ida  Rodriguez. Avai l  ab le from: 
Books o f  a Feather, P.O. Box 3095, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, CA 90051. 
S ing le  copy: $8. ( Issue examined) 

This  158-page issue o f  Rara Avi s i s  gorgeous; one hates t o  repo r t  t ha t  it 
i s  a1 so t h e i r  l a s t .  Wri t ing, photography, and drawings by, among others, 
M i t  suye Yamada, A1 i c e  Block, Susan Anderson, Jacquel i ne De Angel i s, Mary 
Moran, Mari sel a Norte, A le ida Rodriguez, Linda Val l e j o ,  Terry  Wolverton. 

Revis ta ~ h i c a n o - ~ i ~ u e ' i i a  v.11, no.3/4, Fa1 l /W in te r  1983: "Woman o f  Her Word: 
k i  spanic Women Write." Guest Ed i to r :  Evangel i n a  V i g i l .  Ava i lab le  from: 
Revi s ta  Chicano-Riquena, Uni v e r s i t  o f  Houston, Un i ve rs i t y  Park, Houston, TX 
77004. Subscript ions: $10 (indiv.7; $15 ( ins t . ) .  Single copy: 112. ( Issue 
examined) 

I n  t h i s  180-page special issue are poetry, prose, c r i t i c i s m  and a r t  by 
Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Costa Rican, and Chi lean women, among 
them: Cordel i a  Candel a r i a ,  J u d i t h  O r t i z  Cofer, Angel a De Hoyos, Roberta 
Fernandez, Pat Mora, Antonia Quintana Pigno, and Rima de Val1 bona. 

NOTE 
The 14TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 8 THE LAW: 1983 SOURCEBOOK i s  an 
impressive co l  l e c t i o n  o f  b ib l i og raph ies  on a wide v a r i e t y  o f  worksho~ themes 
o f f e r e d  a t  t he  1983 conference he ld  i n  Washington, D.C. h d e r  t he  general 
theme o f  "Uni ty  and Empowerment." Topics range from careers t o  d l  sabi 1 i t i e s ,  
h e a l t h  t o  l esb ian  issues and t h i r d  wor ld  women/women o f  co lor .  The 466-page 
sourcebook inc ludes summaries of each workshop, sources used by t h e  workshop 
presenters, addresses and biographies o f  each presenter, p lus  a he lp fu l  
subject  index. Ava i lab le  f o r  $6.50 from: NCWL, 2000 P S t .  S.W., Rm.610, 
Washington, DC 20036. 

I N  RECOGNITION OF CULTURE: A RESOURCE GUIDE FOR' ADULT EDUCATORS ABOUT INOMEN OF 
COLOR grew out  o f  a b e l i e f  t h a t  too o f t en  adu l t  educators are from a d i f f e r e n t  
m r a l  group than t h e i r  students, and the re fo re  may not be aware o f  
c u l t u r a l l y  o r  r a c i a l l y  sens i t i ve  t o p i c s  o r  behaviors. The guide inc ludes 
n a r r a t i v e s  on the  cu l t u res  o f  var ious women o f  co lo r  (black; Asian American, 
Ha i t ian ,  h i  spanic, n a t i v e  American, refugee, r u r a l ,  southern, migrant,  etc. ) , 
and 1 i s t s  l o c a l  and na t iona l  contact persons/organizations, p lus  
b ib l i og raph ies  o f  resources fo r  f u r the r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  each cu l tu re .  Compiled 
by Sudie Hofmann, t he  1983 guide i s  ava i l ab le  from: John Lawrence, Chief, 
Bureau o f  Adult  and Community Education, F lo r i da  Dept. o f  Education, Knot t  
Bu i ld ing ,  Tallahasse, FL 32301. 

WOMEN'S MUSIC PLUS: DIRECTORY OF RESOURCES IN WOMEN'S MUSIC & CULTURE, 1984 
has  been recent ly  released by Not J u s t  A Stage, Inc. (1321 Rosedale, Chicago, 
I L  60660, 312-275-6512), a group " spec ia l i z i ng  i n  resource shari  ng/network 
b u i l d i n g  f o r  women's music & cul ture."  The 70-page d i r e c t o r y  g ives names and 
addresses o f  women' s product ion companies, d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  f e s t i v a l  s, 
performers, coffeehouses, c l ubs  and bars, thea ter  companies, bookstores, and 



more. (The p u b l i c a t i o n  was fo rmer ly  t h e  "We Sha l l  Go Fo r th  D i r e c t o r y  o f  
Resources i n  Women's Music & Culture,"  publ i shed by Toni Armstrong since 
1977. ) 

BLACK WOMEN: ACHIEVEMENTS AGAINST THE ODDS i s  a 20-panel e x h i b i t  about Black 
women i n  American h i s t o r y  produced i n  1976 by t he  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n .  
Two add i t i ona l  Dane1 s f e a t u r i n s  Wisconsin women have r e c e n t l y  been created f o r  . .  - 

t h e  Wisconsin ~ u m a n i t i e s  committee. Check a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  t o u r i n g  ( o r  
purchase o f  paper panel s) w i t h :  Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n  Travel i ng Exhi b i t i o n  
Service, Washington, D.C. 20560; o r  W i  sconsin Humanit ies Committee, 716 
Langdon St., Madi son, W I  53706. ( In fo rmat ion  from WHC' s Perspect ives, Winter 
1984. ) 

Womyn's B r a i l l e  Press, Inc. (P.O. Box 8475, Minneapolis, MN 55408) has 
r e c e n t l y  produced i t s  LITERATURE CATALOG 1984, a d e s c r i p t i v e  ca ta log  a v a i l  ab le  
i n  B r a i l l e ,  standard p r i n t  , and on tape. L i s t e d  i s  an impressive a r ray  o f  
tapes, i n c l u d i n g  general resources, 48 non - f i c t i on  books, 44 f i c t i o n  works, 20 
poe t r y  books, 5 pe r i od i ca l s ,  p l u s  2 B r a i l l e  books. The ca ta log  i s  ava i l ab le  
as a y e a r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  along w i t h  t he  q u a r t e r l y  news le t te r  f o r  a s l i d i n g  
sca le  subsc r i p t i on  f e e  ($10 t o  $20). 

CONNECTING WOMEN IN THE COMMUNITY.. .A HANDBOOK FOR PROGRAMS, by Joy Chri  s t i  
Przestwor ,  i s  a compi l a t i o n  o t  t n e  plans, experlences, and community-level 
programs o f  women i n  10 comnunit ies' across t he  country  ( i n c l u d i n g  ~ f l  waukee) 
who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t he  "Women i n  t he  Community" p r o j e c t ,  sponsored by The 
A r t h u r  and E l i zabeth  Schlesinger L i b r a r y  a t  Radcl i f f e  Col lege and supported by 
t h e  Nat ional  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities. The "Radc l i f f e  P r o j e c t "  grew out 
o f  a perce ived need t o  b r idge  t h e  gap between women's s tud ies  scholarship and 
resources i n  t he  wider community, between l i b r a r i e s  and t h e  people they serve. 
Inc luded i n  t h e  handbook are d i  scussions on f i n d f  ng co l labora to rs ,  choosing 
t o p i c s  and formats f o r  t he  programs, handl ing l o g i s t i c s ,  and o the r  d e t a i l s  o f  
program product ion, p l us  appendices g i v i n g  sample grant appl i ca t i ons ,  model 
program design, a sample p u b l i c i t y  packet, eva lua t ion  mater ia ls ,  etc. 
Pub1 i shed by t he  A r t h u r  and E l i  zabeth Schlesingar L ib ra ry ,  R a d c l i f f e  College, 
10 Garden St.,  Cambridge, MA 02138, ' the handbook i s  meant as a resource f o r  
women t r y i n g  t o  produce s i m i l a r  types o f  "b r i dg ing  programs" around the  
country.  

A h e l p f u l  new t o o l  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  i s  the  FIEL~ GUIDE TO ALTERNATIVE MEDIA: A 
DIRECTORY TO REFERENCE AND SELECTION TOOLS USEFUL IN ACCESSING SMALL AND 
~LTERNATIVE PRESS PUBLICATIONS AND INDEPENDENTLY PRODUCED MEDIAL, ed i t ed  and 
compi l ed  by P a t r l c i a  J. Case. The 44-page ciuide provldes pub1 1 shing 
i n fo rma t i on  and lengthy desc r i p t i ons  on I8av';lm;itile t o o l  s t h a t  l i s t ,  index, o r  - - 
rev iew p r i m a r i l x  ma1 1 and a1 t e r n a t i v e  press publ i c a t i o n s  and independently- 
produced media. It i s  d i v i ded  i n t o  f o u r  sections: Subject and Trade 
D i r e c t o r i e s ,  I nd i ces  and Subject Bib1 iographies, Trade and Review Media, and 
Bookstore and D i s t r i b u t o r  Catalogs. Ava i l ab le  f o r  $6 from the  O f f i c e  o f  
L i b r a r y  Outreach Services, American L i b r a r y  Associat ion, 50 E. Huron St.,  
Chicago, I L  60611. 

MORE RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES. The Book Store (108 
Last  4 t h  Ave., Olympia, Washington 98501, 206-754-n70) now has a separate 
Women's Co l lec t ion .  i nc lud i  ns some new t i t l e s  from women's Dresses. The 
cu r ren t  cata log 1 i s t s  a number o f  representa t i ve  t i t 1  es, and p r o p r i e t o r  Carol 
McKinley welcomes requests f o r  ou t -o f -p r i n t  book searches as we1 1 as f o r  hard 
t o  f i n d  i n - p r i n t  books. 



CHANGE was "founded t o  research and pub l i sh  repo r t s  on the  cond i t i on  and 
s ta tus  of women a l l  over t h e  world." Funded by p r i v a t e  donations, each issue 
o f  the  ser ies  focusses on a d i f f e r e n t  nat ion, and resea rche rs lw r i t e r s  are from 
t h e  na t i on  featured whenever possible.  Chi le,  Peru, I s r a e l  , P h i l  ipp ines,  
Uganda, Bangladesh, and E t h i o p i a  are among t h e  nat ions covered i n  the  series. 
The volumes are s l im  but  packed w i t h  in fo rmat ion  on women i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
po l  i t i c s ,  the economy, education, f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e  and violence, etc., and 
each has a b i b l  i og raphy l l  i s t  o f  resources. Aval i a b l e  f o r  $3 from CHANGE 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Reports: Women and Society,  29 Great James St., London WClN 3ES, 
England. 

UIOfflEN'S STUDIES 
The O f f i c e  of t h e  Women's Studies L ib ra r ian-a t -Large  has recen t l y  issued two 
new b i b l  iograph ies  i n  i t s  ser ies, "Wisconsin B i b l  iographies i n  Women's 
Studies." "Recent Wr i t i ngs  on May Sarton and Her Work: A Selected 
B ib l iography"  was compiled by Susan Searing f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  as p a r t  o f  t h e  
se r i es  and a l so  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  Concerns, t h e  news le t te r  o f  t h e  women's 
caucus o f  MLA. "Women and ~ n f o r m a t ~ n o l o g y :  A Sel e c t i v e  B i b l  iography" 
was compiled by LindallShult t o  accompany her  review essay, I' In format ion 
Technology and Women, which appeared i n  the  Spr ing 1984 i ssue  o f  Feminist  
Co l lec t ions .  The b i b l  iograph ies  are ava i l ab le  from: Women's Studies 
L ibrar ian-at -Large,  112A Memorial L i b ra ry ,  728 Sta te  St., Madison, W I  53706. 

ISBN 90-277-1538-6. LC 82-16507. 

\ 

Whatever t h e  de fec ts  o f  t h i s  anthology, and it has some ser ious ones, 
D iscover ing  R e a l i t i  ( he rea f te r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as OR) should be read by anyone 
w i t h  ph i losoph ica l  i n t e r e s t s  o r  anyone who i s  X t e r e s t e d  I n  what i t s  t i t l e  
p o i n t s  t o :  ideas concerning 1 )  t h e  o r i g i n ,  nature and scope o f  knowledge 
(epistemology);  2) t h e  nature of r e a l i t y  (metaphysics); and 3 )  t h e  nature and 
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  modes o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or ways o f  examining and exp la in i ng  
whatever i s  the  focus o f  a t t e n t i o n  (methodology and phi1 osophy o f  science). 
I n  o the r  words, t h e  issues addressed i n  O R ' S  16 essays are i n t r i n s i c  t o  any 
scho la r l y  d i  s c i p l  i ne, t o  any sel f - c o n s c i x s  attempt t o  understand ourselves 
and t h e  wor ld  i n  which we l i v e ,  and what we are engaged i n  as we make such an 
attempt. 

The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  issues addressed are so fundamental (whereas an i no rd ina te  
amount o f  what passes f o r  phi losophy i n  American academic c i r c l e s  i s  much ado 
about m inu t iae)  was bound t o  d e l i g h t  one who has been i n  l ove  w i t h  phi losophy 
f o r  30 years. Furthermore the  f ac t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  essay is ts  are f e m i n i s t s  i s  o f  
no small i n t e r e s t  t o  one who has been a f em in i s t  f o r  as l ong  as she can 
remember. When these authors stumble o r  even f a l l ,  I admit I s u f f e r  more 
g r i evous l y  than i f  it were the awkwardness of a  non-femini s t  I observed. On 



t he  other hand, when they are b r i l l  i an t ,  as they f requent ly  are, I r e j o i c e  a t  
the  in t ima t ion  that ,  t o  use the t i t l e  of one of  rny own courses, "phi losophy's 
femin is t  fu ture"  i s  now. The exh i la ra t ion  I fee l  over t h i s  i s  based on a  
long-standing convict ion t h a t  philosophy, i f  it has a  future,  w i l l  be 
femin is t ,  because, as I see it, philosophy i n  i t s  t rue  nature - i s  feminist.  

Obviously t h i s  i s  not the place t o  argue tha t  thesis. What does seem c a l l e d  
fo r ,  however, i s  some ind ica t ion  of  what i s  meant by " femin is t "  as used i n  
t h i s  volume's t i t l e .  The 19 authors show a great va r ie ty  of  i n te res ts  and 
d l  sc ip l  ines, as we1 1  as convict ions about appropriate assumptions t o  hold and 
ways t o  proceed (e.g., conce tua l  l og ica l  analysis [l] o r  revised Freudianism 
[2] o r  Marxi s t  epl stem01 ogy ! 31) i n c r i t i c a l  1  y  evaluat ing i n t e r p r e t i v e  schemes 
o r  world views (e.g., t he  social theory o f  Charlotte Perkins Gilman [4] o r  
p h y s i c a l i s t  psychology [5] o r  Darwin1 sm [ti]). Nevertheless there i s something 
t h a t  binds these th inkers  together and tha t  thus provides -- a t  l eas t  
i n i t i a l l y  -- a reason f o r  c a l l i n g  them a l l  feminists. It i s  the judgment t h a t  
there  i s  not only something wrong, d i s t o r t e d  o r  perverse about what has j u s t  
become v l s i b l e  i n  the  past decade as an object f o r  " s c i e n t i f i c  scrut iny"  -- 
" the  sex/gender system" -- but  t h a t  there I s  also something inadequate, 
incotnpl e te  o r  untrue about every phi1 osophy and every social , psycho1 ogical  
and b io log ica l  theory which has ever f lourished I n  human consciousness and 
thereby f u r n i  shed " ideological  " support fo r  the sex/gender system i t s e l  f. 

Discovering Rea l i t y  can thus be seen as one manifestat ion o f  an in tens ive  
Tabor o f  i n t e l l e c t  which has been proceeding among femi n i  s t  scholars f o r  about 

A 10 years and which amears t o  be ~ o i n t i n o  t o  the b i r t h  o f  what Thomas Kuhn 
c a l i  s  ( i n  The ~truct";e o f  s c i e n t i f i c  ~e;olutions, one o f  the most f requent ly  
c i t e d  works i n  DR) a  paradigm s h i f t  i n  our. basic ways o f  conceiving real l t y .  

The fo l lowing passage from Ruth Hubbard's i n c i s i v e  and d e l i g h t f u l l y  witty 
c r i t i q u e  o f  orthodox evolut ionary theory -- "Have On1 y  Men Evolved?" -- 
of fers some idea of  why the "revolut ion" a  paradigm s h i f t  represents i s  so 
d i f f i c u l t :  

Every theory i s  a  sel f - f u l f  il li ng prophecy tha t  orders 
experl ence i n t o  the  framework it provides.. . . The aythol ogy 
o f  science holds t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  - theories lead t o  the t r u t h  
because they operate by consensus: thy can be tested by 
d i f f e r e n t  sc ient is ts ,  making t h e i r  own hypotheses and 
desi gni ng independent experiments t o  t e s t  them.. . . 
Scient l  s t s  do not [however] t h i n k  and work independently. 
The1 r "own" hypotheses o r d i n a r i l y  are formulated w i t h i n  a  
context o f  theory, so t h a t  t h e i r  in terpre ta t ions  by and la rge 
are sub-sets w i t h i n  the preval l  i n g  orthodoxy.. . . O f  course, 
sc ien t i  s t s  o f ten d i  sagree, but  t h e i r  quarrel s  usual 1  y  are 
about detai 1  s  tha t  do not contradict  fundamental be1 i e f  s, 
whichever way they are resolved. To overturn orthodoxy i s  no 
eas ier  i n  science than i n  philosophy, r e l i g i o n ,  economics, o r  
any o f  the other d l  sc ip l ines  through which we t r y  t o  
comprehend the world and the society i n  which we l i v e .  
(pp.46-47) 

The value o f  t h i s  quotat ion i s  tha t  it c a l l s  a t ten t ion  to  what i s  a t  once the 
great  power and the great danger of  the governing assumption o f  every essay i n  
DR: t h e  idea expressed by A l f red  North Whitehead t h a t  "the relevance o f  - 
evidence i s  d ic ta ted by theory"; the idea which E ins te in  wrote i n  a l e t t e r  t o  



Hei senberg, "It i s  the theory t h a t  determines what we can observe"; t he  same 
idea  under1 y i n g  OR essayi s t  Lynda Lange' s reference t o  "theory-laden 
observat ional  da ta  and ' fac ts .  lo' ( 7 )  I n  other words, there  are no 
un in te rpre ted  facts.  

The power o f  t h i s  idea i s  clear.  Nothing escapes it; a l l  henomena, a l l  
f a c t s ,  a l l  t h a t  i s ,  i s  encompassed by it. But the danger o e 1 ea i s  - +ml 
equa l l y  c lear .  K e  idea imp l ies  t h a t  " f ac t s "  are no more than a mat ter  o f  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  (or, as many o f  my students would say, op in ion) .  The 
i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  an endearing one t o  every born-again sophist. There i s  your  
t r u t h  and my t r u t h  and t h e i r  t r u t h  and our t r u t h ,  bu t  there i s  no t r u t h  -- no 
t r u t h ,  t h a t  i s ,  f o r  a l l  o f  us (except t h a t  t r u th ) .  As Ruth Hubbard remarks, 
"Agreement.. . i s b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  processLof  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ]  and need t e l l  us 
1 i t t l e  o r  nothing about ' t r u t h 1  o r  ' r e a l i t y .  la' (8) 

The s ign i f i cance  o f  t h a t  one l i n e  i nd i ca tes  b e t t e r  than anything e lse the 
epis temologica l  hurd le t h a t  seems insurmountable f o r  near ly  every essay is t  i n  
t h i s  co l l ec t i on .  The a c t i v i t y  pur o r t e d l  requ i red  f o r  d i  scoverin r e a l i t y  
keeps showing i t s e l f  as making r e a f i t y .  f h a t  t h i s  i s  s o d n o t  
remarkable, since the assumption t h a t  we can know only  what we make i s  cen t ra l  
t o  "our modern way o f  thinking." What i s  r e m m b l e ,  however, i s h a t  i n  a 
volume character ized by challenges t o  "pa t r i a r cha l  ,I1 "androcentric," 
"mascul i n i  s t "  o r  "ma1 e" assumptions, one o f  t he  governing assumptions o f  
modern thought -- an assumption c l e a r l y  made by fa thers,  not mothers, o f  t h a t  
thought -- goes not on1 y unquestioned b u m  a1 1 appearances unrecogni zed. 

Evident i n  we l l  over ha1 f o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ' s  a r t i c l e s ,  t h i s  epistemological  
b l  indspot  i s  o f t en  e x p l i c i t l y  accompanied by what i s  l o g i c a l l y  i t s  
metaphysical o r  onto1 og ica l  cor re la te ,  v iz.  r ea l  i t y  seen as "process," "fl u idH  
o r  "dynamic" i n  character. (9)  Indeed "a process view o f  r e a l i t y H  (10) has 
become so de r i  ueur fo r  t he  modern mind, what would be su rp r i s i ng  would be a 
ser ious c r  * t que o such a view. But, alas, there  i s  here no " f em in i s t  
perspect ive"  t ha t  daring. Instead, i n  a work dedicated i n  l a rge  p a r t  t o  the 
laudable task o f  " revea l ing  those basic assumptions" t h a t  "escape our 
a t t e n t i o n  by v i r t u e  o f  being t o o  f a m i l i a r "  ( l l ) ,  t he  reader i s  o f f e red  a 
t y p i c a l l y  modern sh ibboleth which i s  t rea ted  as i f  i t  requ i res  ne i t he r  
explanat ion nor j u s t i f i c a t i o n  -- except i t s  a t t r ac t i veness  t o  neo-Freudians 
and i t s  "growing" appeal among quantum physic is ts .  (Why e i t h e r  qroup should 
be assumed t o  have captured "a p r i v i l e g e d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  rea l i t y , '  t o  use the  
words o f  Kathryn Pyne Addel son [12], i s ,  unfor tunate ly ,  never addressed.) 

"What counts as knowledge," Hardi ng and H i n t i  kka w r i t e  i n  the in t roduc t ion ,  
"must be grounded on experience." (p.x) Given the  thousands o f  years o f  human 
thought  i n  which the t e n  "experience" has been taken t o  mean i n t rospec t i ve  
awareness alone o r  t he  ectospect ive k i n d  alone or  some combination o f  both, 
t h i s  statement as i t stands i s  uncontroversial .  What Harding and H i n t i k k a  and 
several o ther  OR con t r i bu to rs  propose, however, i s  t h a t  it i s  not experience 
o f  j u s t  any k i q  t h a t  w i l l  qua1 i f y  f o r  t he  grounding o f  knowledge. Rather, i t  
i s experience t h a t  i s d l  s t i  n c t  i vel y women s experience, a k i  nd which 
" sy s tema t i ca l l y  d i f f e r s  from the  male experience." (13) 

Women ' s experience, moreover, according t o  most o f  these same cont r ibu to rs ,  i s  
understood as espec ia l l y  compatible w i t h  o r  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  r e a l i t y  seen as 

rocess. There i s  agreement on t h i s  even when there i s  disagreement on b "women' s experience.. . i n  i t s e l f  [provides] an adequate ground f o r  
theory." (14) There i s  agreement too on what r e a l i t y  as process b a s i c a l l y  
means, a t  l e a s t  i nso fa r  as i t s  character can be d is t ingu ished from the  



f o l l  owing "apparently i r reso lvab le  dualisms" (15) o r  "dichotomies" s t ruc tu r ing  
" the mascul i n i  s t  world view" (16) : mindlbody, urb ject /object ,  
abstract lconcrete,  i nner louter  , reasonlsense [a1 so reasonlappeti te], 
idea l  / rea l  , sel f l o t h e r ,  cu l tu re lnature  and stasi slchange. (17) 

Except f o r  the car ica ture  which the l a s t  named "dual ism" subst i tutes f o r  a 
meaningful d i  s t i n c t i o n  between change and s tab i l  i t  or last ingness (as opposed + t o  what i n  our cu l tu re  would be considered t e ra ther  repugnant notions of 
i nact i  v i t  o r  stagnation), the pa i r s  c i t e d  . i n  the preceding 1 i s t  o f  + dua i t i e s "  po in t  t o  an incomplete ye t  f a i r l y  representat ive catalog of  key 
ideas used i n  the h i s to ry  of Western thought f o r  construing r e a l i t y  and 
knowledge. Hence a carefu l  examination o f  any one of  these pairs, accompanied 
by a recogn i t ion  of  the r i c h  var ie ty  o f  meanings each ca r r ies  w i t h i n  d i f f e r e n t  
world views or phi losophical contexts, i s  ce r ta in l y  ca l l ed  f o r  by a "feminist 
'desconstruct i  ve pro jec t  ' "  intended t o  

i d e n t i  f y  how d i  s t i  n c t i v e l y  mascul i ne perspectives on 
masculine experience have shaped the most fundamental 
and...formal aspects o f  systematic thought.... (18) 

It should be c lear  too tha t  the same examination or c lear ing  o f  the ground i s  
imperat i  ve f o r  any " femin is t  ' reconstruct ive project  'I' intended t o  

i d e n t i f y  d i s t i n c t i v e  aspects of  women's experience which can 
provide resources f o r  the construct ion of more 
representa t ive ly  human understanding. (19) 

Unfortunately, however, such an 'examination of what Hartsock c a l l s  "these 
h ie ra rch ica l  dualisms" "over la id  by ender," w i t h  "only the f i r s t  o f  each 
pair...associated w i t h  the male" (20q. i s  not the . for te  o f  DR contr ibutors.  
The one c lea r  exception t o  t h i s  r u l e  can be found i n  ~ l i z a b x h  V. Spelman's 
near ly  f lawless analysi s of  A r i  s t o t l e ' s  metaphysics i n  her " A r i  s t o t l e  and the 
Pol i t i c i z a t i o n  of the Soul." Lynda Lange's "Woman I s  Not A Rational Animal: 
On A r i s t o t l e ' s  Biology o f  Reproduction," whi le not so successfully developed 
as Spelman's essay, a1 so represents some transcendence of  the above mentioned 
ru le .  

The ru le ,  nevertheless, stands i n  OR, a-domipating assumption tha t  it i s  not 
necessary t o  attempt t o  understandTecurr ing fundamental p o l a r i t i e s  i n  Western 
thought w i th in  t h e i r  speci f i c  phi1 osophical contexts. Nor i s  it judged useful 
t o  consider the hypothesis tha t  such p o l a r i t i e s  might be ne i ther  wedded t o  a 
"mascul i n i  s t  world view," nor essenti a1 l y  and (thus) i r r e t r i  evably "over1 a i d  
by gender" w i t h  "only the f i r s t  o f  each pair...associated w i t h  the male." I n  
fac t ,  t h a t  hypothesis i s  ignored by those several essay1 s ts  most outspoken i n  
t h e i r  repudiat ion a f  "dualisms o f  any sort," and most adamant i n  t h e i r  
judgment tha t  the dual isms at issue are but re f lec t ions  o f  "d l  s tor ted o r  
frozen social  re1 ations," traceable i n  t h e i r  roots  a t  leas t  as f a r  back as 
pre-oedi pal  experi ence. 

Why does t h i  s governing presupposftion -- tha t  p a r t i c u l a r  recur r ing  categories 
o f  thought m i r ro r  or r e f l e c t  the nature o f  nothing except the oppressive 
soci a1 /pol i t i c a l  s t ructures o f  pat r ia rcha l  societ ies -- go unexamined? It i s ,  
1 submit, because each o f  the  theor i s t s  i n  question s t a r t s  from the  assumption 
t h a t  r e a l i t y  i s  rocess (and knowledge and knowers, roducts). Given t h a t  
s t a r t i n g  point ,  b a t  i s  ~ o l i d , ~ '  as Marx so eloquen err y prophesied, 'melts 
i n t o  air ."  I n  other words, i f  we know at  the outset of our th ink ing  the 
Marxian t r u t h  tha t  " l i f e , "  nay, " r e a l i t y  i t s e l f  consists o f  'sensuous human 



act iv i t y . . .  "' (21), we w i l l  a l so  - know a t  our t h i n k i n g ' s  outcome t h a t  a l l  
ob jects ,  a1 1  d i v i s i ons ,  separations o r  opposi t ions are but our creat ions:  
f l e e t i n g  mani festat ions o f  a l l  t h a t  i s  "pregnant w i t h  i t s  contrary"  (Marx 
again),  a1 1  t h a t  flows from t h e  one maternal m a t e r i a l i t y .  

The image i s  a  owerful  one, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  one d e l i b e r a t e l y  adds, as I have, 
"maternal" t o  c  k' a r a c t e r i z e  the  u n i f y i n g  m a t e r i a l i t y .  When it comes t o  the 
most fundamental quest ions we can ask, however -- about the nature o f  rea l  i t y  
and the  nature o f  knowledge -- it i s  pe r i l ous  t o  equate powerful images w i t h  
powerful  th ink ing.  The images may myst i fy  ra the r  than a s s i s t  us as we seek a  
path toward t ru th .  Thus femin is ts  f o r  whom a  "process" metaphysics seems 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  appealing must be prepared t o  ask themselves whether they have 
chosen such a  world view a f t e r  having sc ru t i n i zed  i t s  major imp l i ca t i ons  and 
judged them espec ia l l y  compatible w i t h  t h e i r  experience o r  whether t h i s  world 
view, formed and sha ed ne i t he r  by "womeds experience" nor by " f em in i s t  
standpoints," has "c \ osen" them and thus leads them, i n  the comfor t ing 
companionship o f  s i s t e r s  sharing and hence c e r t i f y i n g  the  common wisdom, t o  
f i n d  evidence everywhere i n  women's experience -- e.g., o f  connectedness, 
relatedness, sensuousness, concreteness -- f u l f i l l i n g  t he  prophecy o f  process. 

' To repeat, a  "process view o f  r e a l i t y "  i s  c e r t a i n l y  modern. Whether it i s  
a1 so t h e  most adequate ( o r  l e a s t  d i s t o r t e d )  view ava i l ab le  f o r  "d iscover ing 
r e a l i t y , "  however, i s  another question; and whether i t i s  both most adequate 
f o r  such "discovering" and most attuned t o  o r  expressive o f  women's experience 
i s a  quest ion begged, not answered e i t h e r  by invoking fasc ina t i ng  scenarios o f  

A neo-Freudi an mythology t o  i n t e r p r e t  i n f a n t i l e  experience o r  by labe l  i ng 
whatever snacks o f  dual i s t i c  categor ies as "mascul i n i  s t u  and hence "d i s to r ted "  
thought. 

I would pose the  fo l low ing  quest ions t o  those who ho ld  t h a t  a  f em in i s t  
standpoint,  enabl ing us t o  have a  " co r rec t  v is ion"  (22), can be grounded on ly  
i n  women's experience. I s  t h i s  a  parody o f  a l l  t he  male t h e o r i s t s  i n  h i s t o r y  
who have argued unceasingly about how d i f f e r e n t  women and men are o r  what 
d i f f e r e n t  spheres they come from and belong t o  and there fo re  why the  spec i f i c  
group p r i v i l e g e d  by t h e i r  cond i t i on  t o  -have superior understanding can and 
should lead the  o ther  group i n t o  t h e  promi sed land (e.g., o f  " d i  scovering 
r e a l i t y M ) ?  O r  i s  it r e a l l y  so t h a t  what we may loose ly  c a l l  human ex er ience + i s  b i fu rca ted  i n t o  t he  female and male k i n d  and t h a t  it i s  o n m e  ormer 
which o f f e r s  a  pathway i n t o  what i s  u l t i m a t e l y  rea l  and what i s  " f u l l y  human"? 
(23)  Given our miserable pa t r i a r cha l  h i  story, shot through w i t h  sex i s t  
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  o f  it, t h i s  may be poet ic  j u s t i c e ,  bu t  i s  it ~ u n d  
ph i  1  osophy? 

The quest ion o f  whether what we count as knowledge should be grounded i n  
experience i s  not d i f f i c u l t  t o  answer. The deeper, t he  more ser ious quest ion 
i s what we are t o  count as experience. Must we choose between our experience 
and t h e i r  experience? O r  i s  there -- cou ld  there possib ly  be -- some 
experience across class, cu l t u re ,  e thn ic  and sex/gender "d i v i s i ons "  which we 
humans share and which i n i t i a l l y  p r o v i d e s T  a l l  w i t h  a  c m o n  compass f o r  t he  
d i f f i c u l t  journey o f  d i  scoveri  ng rea l  i t y ?  

-- Barbara Parsons 

[Barbara Parsons i s  a  professor  o f  philosophy a t  UW-Plattevi l le.  I n  recent 
yea rs  she has focused her  research a c t i v i t y  on the  r e l a t i o n  between concepts 
o f  reason and images o f  woman i n  Western thought. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  
two papers: t h e  f i r s t  -- "Why the Mothers o f  Feminist Theory Should Divorce 



t h e  Fathers o f  Modern Thought" -- w i l l  be presented a t  the UW System's Women's 
Studies Conference i n  September 1984; t h e  second -- "Ideas Have Consequences: 
The Sexes Created by Male Thinkers" -- w i l l  be given a t  an October 1984 
conference a t  UW-La Crosse on "Women and Men: Connecting Research and 
Experience. "1 
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