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FROm THE EDITORS 
Access to and dissemination of knowledge about women are  major problems i n  the 
interdisciplinary f ie ld  of women's studies. Ten years ago, the lack of unbiased 
information and the invisi bil i t y  of existing documentation were the obstacl es 
faced by researchers, l ibrar ians ,  and students. In the 1980s the barrier  will 
not be the lack of significant information, b u t  inadequate access to the wealth 
of data and resources being published by contemporary feminists. Traditional 
methods of bibliographic control of women's studies materials--e.g., printed 
indexes such as Women Studies Abstracts and subject bibliographies such as  
Women and Ambition--are invaluable resources which serve as the f i r s t  step in 
preserving the written heritage of the women's movement. Through the develop- 
ment of computerized retrieval  of women's studies material s ,  the Women's 
Studies Librarian-at-Large, in concert with other information spec ia l i s t s ,  
hopes to  create  a mechanism to provide l ibrary users with expanded access to 
feminist materials. 

A t  the annual conference of the American Library Association t h i s  past June in 
San Francisco, the Women's Materia1.s and Women Library Users Discussion Group 
(Reference and Adult Services Division) sponsored a program ent i t led " W i t h  

a Reference to  Women ." Panel i s t s  Deborah Brecher ( Information Management 
Technology), Matilda Butler (Far West Laboratory), Katherine Dickson (Business 
and Professional Women's Foundation), Linda Parker, Cathy Rentschler (H. W .  
Wilson Co.), and moderator Jane will iamson (Women's Action All lance) examined 
the issue of access to information on women through printed indexes and online 
datpbases. Panelists reviewed the current coverage of women's materials in 
both general and specialized bibliographic sources, identified areas where the 
need for improved access i s  most urgent, and described what they or the i r  
organizations are  doing to increase awareness and use of pub1 ished information 
on women. 

In response to the panelists '  presentations, women a t  the meeting formed a 
national task force to develop a national iompyterized database of information 
on women. Members of the task force intend to  use the technologies of the 
1980s to promote access to women's studies materials. i n  preparation for the 
development of an online database, the task force will be seeking funding, as 
we1 1 as considering issues such as method of indexing, type of materials to 
be indexed, dis t r ibut ion,  and cost to the users. During fa l l  1981, the task 
force will organize and prepare for a meeting a t  ALA's midwinter conference i n  
Denver, Colorado. Ideas from database 1 i brarians, researchers, and individuals 
w i t h  technical expertise are  welcomed. Please forward your suggestions, offers  
of assistance,  e tc . ,  to Linda Parker, Women's Studies Li brarian-at-Large. 

I n  addition to participating in the planning of a national online database 
service, the Li brarian-at-Large i s  now offering a Women's Studies Database 
Service t o  the University of Wisconsin System. Available to faculty,  students, 
l ib ra r ians ,  administrators, and s t a f f ,  the Women's Studies Database Service 
provides computerized retrieval  of bibliographic information on women from 
commercially available databases such as Psycholoqical Abstracts and the 
MLA 8i b l  iography. Carolyn P la t t  , Assistant for Database Services, inaugurates 
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a database column in this  issue of Feminist Collections. A brochure describing 
the service i s  enclosed. If you wish additional information about using the 
Women's Studies Database Service, please call  Carolyn Plat t  o r  Linda Parker, 
(608) 263-5754. 

-- L.P .  

FfmINIST BOOKSTORES IN WISCONSIN 
This i s  the third in our series of a r t i c l e s  o n  feminist bookstores i n  Wisconsin. 
The f i r s t  a r t i c l e ,  o n  A Room of One's Own i n  Madison, appeared in Feminist 
Collections v.2, no.3 (Spring 1981). Mother Courage Bookstore a n d m l e r y  
was featured in Feminist Collections v . 2 ,  no.4 (Summer 1981). Our fourth and 
final  a r t i c l e ,  on Kaleidoscope Books i n  Oshkosh, will be pub1 ished in the 
Winter 1981 issue of 5. 
SISTERMOON FEMINIST BOOKSTORE & ART GALLERY, MILWAUKEE. 

Sistermoon Feminist Bookstore & Art Gallery was founded in December of 1976. 
a My background was not a business degree or always wanting to run a bookstore or 

have a business. I grew u p  on the South Side of Milwaukee in a factory 
d i s t r i c t  with 6ne parent and several siblings.  I barely finished high school 
and became a waitress a t  17. A t  20 I married, had a chi ld ,  and became a fu l l -  
time housewife. About year seven of my marriage, I began to t i r e  of the 
drinking, constant television and 1 i f e  revolving around an angry factory 
worker mate, and I stepped out of the house. 

Women's clubs and consumer action groups were my f i r s t  timid steps out of 
suburbia. In 1972 I s a t  one day l istening t o  Merv Griffin 's  show and Gloria 
Steinem appeared spouting NOW'S words and feminism, and the "click1' occurred. 
I now had a word for a l l  those pent-up feelings and rages about the injustices 
I had suffered since a l i t t l e  g i r l .  I went to, nursing school to support myself 
and t o  enable me to leave my husband. In 1972, 1 became involved with the 
Milwaukee chapter of NOW, and went on to be one of the founders of the Women's 
Coalition, the Women's Crisis  Line, Grapevine: A Lesbian Feminist Action Core, 
The National Lesbian Feminist Organization on a s t a t e  and local level ,  and, 
from 1974-1979, Dyke Productions, which brought f ine women's music to Milwaukee 
When I decided to open Sistermoon in 1976, i t  was a n  extension of my varied 
work in the women's movement. There was a need for the bookstore and I had 
resources and energy and a l i t t l e  money--$I500 from my divorce. Never did I 
dream I would make a living or that  i t  could even prosper a n d  become what i t  
has. The ro le  model was of course A Room of One's Own in Madison. I sa id ,  
''Well, what can I lose? Not my l i f e .  Not my feminism." 

Common sense and hard work are what i t  took, along w i t h  a l o t  of physical a n d  
mental support from the Milwaukee women's/feminist community. The community 
he1 ped by painting, building bookcases, and volunteer s taff ing so I could con- 
tinue t o  do my nursing job to support myself and my daughter, as well as by 
spending money on the f i r s t  meager offerings of feminist l i t e r a tu re  and a r t .  
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Sis termoon grew q u i c k l y ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  book and a r t  o f f e r i n g s ,  b u t  i n  r e p u t a t i o n .  . 
One s i d e  o f  t h e  two s t o r e f r o n t s  a t  1625 E. I r v i n g  housed t h e  bookstore ;  a  l a r g e  
doorway 1  ed t o  t h e  a r t  ga l  1  e r y  f o r  v i s u a l  and p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s .  I n  1979 t h e  
s t o r e  moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  a t  Maryland and Locus t  and t h e  p e r f o r m i n g  
p a r t  o f  t h e  ga l  1  e r y  was d i s c o n t i n u e d .  

You may come t o  S is termoon t o  browse, t o  g e t  energ ized,  t o  g e t  i n t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  
argument, buy a  g i f t  o r  a  t i c k e t  t o  a  f e m i n i s t  event .  You can g rab  a  cup o f  
c o f f e e  o r  h e r b a l  t ea ,  s e t  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  t a b l e ,  and s i t  down i n  
an  easy c h a i r  t o  d e c i d e  on y o u r  s t a c k  o f  good ies .  And, u n l e s s  t h e  s t e r e o  i s  
broken,  y o u ' l l  e n j o y  1  i s t e n i n g  t o  women 's / fem in i s t  mus ic  f o r  women, men and 
c h i l d r e n  f r o m  t h e  100 albums s t o r e d  i n  o u r  t h r e e  r e c o r d  r a c k s .  The bookcases 
a r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  25 a1 p h a b e t i c a l  l y  a r ranged  areas,  i n c l u d i n g  p a r e n t i n g ,  
sexual  i t y  and e r o t i c a ,  psycho1 ogy, c a r e e r s ,  h e r s t o r y ,  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y ,  
community o r g a n i z i n g ,  l esb ian i sm,  a r t ,  men, sc ience  f i c t i o n ,  s p i r i t u a l  i t y ,  
p o e t r y ,  f i c t i o n ,  and c h i l d r e n .  We do m a i l  o r d e r s  and w i l l  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  any 
book. 

A v a r i e t y  o f  a r t w o r k  i s  d i s p l a y e d  a l o n g s i d e  o u r  books: c l a y  s c u l  p t u r e s ,  wood 
c u t t i n g  boards,  wood boxes, pewter,  s t e r l  i n g ,  g o l d  and t u r q u o i s e  j e w e l r y ,  
ce ramic  r a i n b o w  p ins ,  hand bound and p a i n t e d  j o u r n a l s ,  r a i n b o w  weavings, 
w a t e r c o l o r  p a i n t i n g s ,  l e a t h e r  b r i e f c a s e s ,  cornhusk d o l l s ,  w a l l e t s  and check- 
book c o v e r s ,  p r i n t s  o f  Georgia O 'Kee fe ' s  work, p o t t e r y  and p o r c e l a i n .  We t r y  
t o  c a r r y  t h e  same a r t i s t s  o v e r  t h e  yea rs ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  add ing  new ones, t o  
p r o v i d e  c o n t i n u i t y  f o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  who l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  same a r t i s t  a g a i n  
and aga in .  T h i s  means a  woman's work does n o t  d i sappear  f r o m  us a f t e r  a  month  
o r  two; i t  s t a y s  as l o n g  as we p r o v i d e  space and a  marke t  t o  h e l p  h e r  make 
a  l i v i n g .  

S i s te rmoon  F e m i n i s t  B o o k s t o r e  & A r t  G a l l e r y  i s  a  v i t a l  e lement  o f  Mi lwaukee 's  
f e m i n i s t  community. She i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  o n l y  t o  a  l o t  o f  peop le  h e r e  
b u t  t o  women t r a v e l i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  lookirig f o r  a  c u l t u r e  and ne twork  t h a t  
speaks t o  where t h e y  a r e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  women-owned and 
o p e r a t e d  bus inesses t h a t  a r e  c o m p e t e n t l y  run .  I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  women 
a r t i s t s  and craf tswomen have a  p l a c e  t h a t  v a l u e s  t h e i r  work and g i v e s  them 
money f o r  t h e i r  s k i l l s  no m a t t e r  what t h e i r  degrees and background. It i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we can a l l  f i n d  books, pos te rs ,  a r t ,  r e c o r d s ,  p i n s ,  etc., t o  
r e f l e c t  our growth  and changes i n t o  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e m i n i s t  
modes o f  1  i v i n g ,  whether we a r e  s t r a i g h t ,  gay, l e s b i a n ,  man, woman, o r  c h i l d .  
T h i s  s u p p o r t  and n u r t u r i n g  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r  p h y s i c a l  and menta l  we l l -be ing .  
I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o o  t h a t  we have a  p l a c e  t h a t  i s  b l a t a n t l y  f e m i n i s t  ( n o t e  t h e  
word on  t h e  s i g n  o u t s i d e ) .  

The s t o r e  i s  open 364 days a  year .  You can f i n d  o u t  w h a t ' s  happening i n  town, 
g e t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a  c o u n s e l o r ,  s e l f - d e f e n s e  lessons  o r  even a  f e m i n i s t  a t t o r n e y  
o r  massage woman. The woman beh ind t h e  checkou t  c o u n t e r  may be a  v o l u n t e e r  o r  
g e t  pa id .  She may have j u s t  moved t o  Mi lwaukee and be new t o  feminism. She 
may be a  s i n g 1  e  mother  supp lement ing  he r  w e l f a r e .  She may be i n v o l v e d  w i t h  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  groups and work f u l l - t i m e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g i v i n g  20 hours  a  month 
t o  t h e  s t o r e .  She may n o t  have heard  o f  May Sar ton  o r  Mary Daly.  The women 
s t a f f i n g  S is termoon a r e  as d i v e r s e  as  t h e  books on he r  she lves .  + Vo lun tee rs  
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and paid part-time women work anywhere from three  to  f i f t e e n  hours a week 
s t a f f i n g  the  desk and doing inventory. Volunteers get  a discount on merchan- 
d i s e  they buy and make a minimum six-month comnitment. 

I t r y  to  p u t  in fewer hours these  days, and, a s  of two years ago, I no longer 
have to do nursing in addit ion to  s t a f f i n g  and running the s t o r e .  My respon- 
s i b i l i t i e s  include ordering the constant  new a r t  and books and keeping the  
o ld ies  and goodies in stock. I a l so  handle scheduling of 12 women, b i l l  paying, 
bookkeeping, conference s e l l  ing, f i l  ing, adver t i s ing  and the hundreds of 
decis ions required every week t o  keep the s t o r e  running smoothly. 

This a r t i c l e  should give you a glimpse of what Sistermoon i s  about.  She i s  
a1 ive and she survives (desp i t e  the  constant  money pinch) and wil l  go on for  
many years  to  come--with your support and the energy of the  women who s t a f f  
and c r e a t e  her .  Her hours a r e :  

Monday - Friday: 1O:OO - 8:OO 
Saturdays : 10:OO - 5:OO 
Sundays and Holidays: 12:OO - 5:00 
(Closed December 25) 

[Sistermoon Feminist Bookstore & Art Gallery i s  located a t  2128 E.  Locust, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 5321 1 ; phone (414) 962-3323.] 

--. Karen Vol t z  (a1 i a s  Brell  e )  
Proprietor  

RHIANNON PRESS, EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN: ITS ORIGINS A N D  AIMS, PROBLEMS 
A N D  PLEASURES 

I founded Rhiannon Press during t h e  course of 5976-77 based o n  the firm con- 
v i c t ion  t h a t  women wr i t e r s  have very l i t t l e  rea l  exis tence f o r  male wr i t e r s ,  
e d i t o r s ,  and publishers .  I believed t h a t  t he re  was a need for  a women's 
network of wr i t e r s ,  e d i t o r s  and publishers ,  and I wanted to  be par t  of i t ,  
i so l a t ed  a s  I was geographically and by family a t t i t u d e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  
I n  addi t ion ,  while the re  were a t  the time several feminist  journals and 
magazines i n  the Midwest, I perceived a need f o r  a regional feminist  press .  
So, w i t h  c ap i t a l  from our family funds, I s t a r t e d  Rhiannon Press. 

of f  l e t t e r s  for 
do i t  himself.  
wrong place. I 
to  t h a t  p r in t e r  
unusable covers 

I brought no knowledge or s k i l l s  to  the press.  Thus I t r u l y  learned by doing 
and by making mistakes. My t r i a l  run was on a chapbook of my own, Locked i n  
the Wayne County Courthouse. I had my husband type i t  u p  and I took i t  t o  the  
p r i n t e r .  He ran i t  and I found machine marks on the  pages. The whole cover 
had to  be ~ r i n t e d  over ,  adding to  cos t s .  To cut  down on expenses, I rubbed 

the  cover. but i t  looked t e r r i b l e .  Final ly the m i n t e r  had to  
I helped i o l l a t e ,  b u t  of ten got pages upside down or in the 
learned about paper and cover stock. I learned never to  go 
again as  I s ta red  a t  a l l  the par t ia l  chapbooks and many 
i n  my c lose t .  
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I then tu rned  t o  my major p r o j e c t  r e s o l v i n g  t o  do i t  r i g h t  t h i s  t ime.  I 
planned an an tho logy  o f  Midwestern women poets. I wrote s t a t e  a r t s  boards f o r  
names and pu t  ads i n  news1 e t t e r s  and magazines. I s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  poets 
should n o t  have pub l i shed  more than a chapbook o r  two because I wanted exposure 
f o r  those who had n o t  had it. I be l i eved  t h a t  I would h e l p  break t h e  i s o l a t i o n  
many Midwestern women f e e l ,  and make t h e  poets a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  l a r g e r ,  na t i ona l  
audience. Whi le  i t may seem t h a t  w r i t e r s  would p r e f e r  l i f e  on t he  coasts,  many 
Midwestern women w r i t e r s  l i k e  t h e  l a n d  we l i v e  i n ,  and some of us have no o p t i o n  
b u t  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  Midwest even i f  we do not.  A Change i n  Weather: Midwest 
Women Poets g i ves  t h e  f l a v o r  o f  our  backgrounds and l i v e s .  I had t h e  antho logy 
t ypese t  by Duck Type i n  Minneapol is,  a  f i r m  which g i ves  d iscoun ts  t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  
presses and does p r e t t y  good work i f  t h e  e d i t o r  i s  a  c a r e f u l  enough proof reader .  
I sent  t h e  book t o  Braun-Brumfield. one o f  t h e  several  Ann Arbor 1  i thographers,  
and a t  t h a t  t ime  (1978). t he  p r i c e  was s t i l l  a f f o rdab le .  I t  looked v e r y  n i c e  
when compl eted. 

S ince t h e  anthology, I have p u t  o u t  two more chapbooks, E l  CaAon by Margaret 
Kaminski, who i s  an e d i t o r  o f  t he  D e t r o i t  l i t e r a r y  j o u r n m n g  Out, and 
Face a t  t h e  Bottom o f  t h e  World, by Betsy Adams, a  p o e t - b i o l o g i s t  o r  a  b i o l o g i s t -  
poet .  El Canon went r a t h e r  smoothly w i t h  a  new p r i n t e r  and t h e  same t ypese t t e r ,  
bu t  I aga in  had a l e a r n i n g  exper ience and many d i s a s t e r s  w i t h  Q. I am g e t t i n g  
my courage up t o  r e p r i n t  Face a f t e r  having a smooth second p r i n t i n g  done o f  

a Locked. I had my husband-e t h e  book on a good I B M  and mock i t  up. I used 
t h a t  as camera ready  copy which I gave t o  some new p r i n t e r s  i n  town whom I came 
t o  know because one pa r tne r  was a s tudent  i n  one o f  my c lasses.  I t  came o u t  a  
c l  ean, n i ce - l ook ing  job.  A1 though I would p r e f e r  t y p e s e t t i n g  t o  t y p e w r i t i n g ,  
i t  i s  s imp ly  g e t t i n g  too expensive. 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  represen ts  a  major  problem f o r  t he  small press publ i sher .  As t h e  
mother o f  two small c h i l d r e n ,  a  sometime c o l l e g e  teacher,  and t h e  w i f e  o f  someone 
who does no t  l i k e  l i f e  d is rup ted ,  I have n o t  myse l f  been a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  book 
f a i r s  across t h e  coun t ry .  I o n l y  r a r e l y  p e t  t o  conferences where I migh t  d i s p l a y  
my books. And I have had very  few o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  publ i c  readings, a1 though 
these would expose my press and w r i t e r s  t a  a l a r g e r  audience. I have used two 
very  h e l p f u l ,  r e l i a b l e  d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  t h e  Midwest: P l a i n s  (which has j u s t  
f o l d e d  a f t e r  se rv i ng  many Midwestern presses we l l  and f a i t h f u l l y  f o r  many years )  
and Books1 i n g i n g  i n  Minneapol is  (prev ious1 y Truck D i s t r i b u t i n g ) .  My o t h e r  
method o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  s imp ly  d i r e c t  ma i l  order .  I pack books t o  send t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  rev iewers,  and d i s t r i b u t o r s .  I ' v e  learned about J i f f y  envelopes, 
s t u r d y  boxes, and book ra te .  My press r u n  f o r  t h e  chapbooks i s  u s u a l l y  250 
copies.  I p r i n t e d  750 cop ies  o f  t h e  anthology, and I am almost o u t  o f  these. 

I t r y  t o  keep p r i c e s  reasonable so everyone can a f f o r d  t h e  books. A t  t he  same 
t ime, I t ry  t o  make enough t o  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  nex t  book--an u p h i l l  b a t t l e .  Get- 
t i n g  t h e  chapbooks used as t e x t s  can inc rease  t h e i r  revenue and c i r c u l a t i o n .  
However, bookstores r e t u r n  o n l y  60% o f  sa les t o  t h e  publ i sher ,  r e t a i n i n g  40%. 
The one d i s t r i b u t o r  I have l e f t  takes 55%. Postage r a t e  increases f u r t h e r  c u t  
i n t o  book revenues. So i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  ge t  ahead. My husband has he1 ped 
keep t h e  press a f l o a t  by serv ing  as i t s  t y p i s t  and " i nvo i ce r . "  He a l s o  p roo f -  
reads and does mockups. I should g i v e  him c r e d i t  as my assoc ia te  o r  a s s i s t a n t  
e d i t o r ,  s i n c e  he does so much f o r  t h e  press i n  those regards. 
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My plans for the future include a ser ies  of chapbooks--Wi sconsin Women Poets-- 
that  should come o u t  a t  the r a t e  of one a year, finances permitting. I look 
t o  the future hoping to continue to expose Midwestern women poets to a larger 
audience and thus, a1 so, t o  b r i n g  myself into contact w i t h  more poets. 

-- Peg Lauber 

(Peg Lauber i s  edi tor  of Rhiannon Press. She also teaches creative writing 
and women's l i t e r a t u r e  in the English Department a t  UW-Eau Claire. Rhiannon 
Press may be reached a t :  1105 Bradley, Eau Claire, WI 54701 .) 

Rhiannon Press Pub1 lcations 

Lauber, Peg. Locked in the Wayne County Courthouse. 1977. 20p. pap., $2.50, 
ISBN 0-931 520-01 -0. 

Lauber, Peg, ed. A Chanqe i n  Weather: Midwest Women Poets. 1978. 171p. pap., 
$4.95, ISBN 0-931 520-02-9. 

Kaminski , Margaret. E l  Canon. 1980. 30p. pap., $2.50, ISBN 0-931 520-03-5. 
Adams, Betsy. Face a t t t o m  of the World. 1981. 35p. pap., $3.50, 

ISBN 0-931 520-04-5. 

N€UJ DRTRBRSE SERVICE 
I f  you were planning a course on women's health, how long would you need to do 
a good retrospective search of the 1 i tera ture?  Since your course would contain 
material from several discipl ines, i t  could take weeks or even months to gather 
the c i ta t ions .  Or say you were writing a paper on a narrow, complex topic such 
as  the psychological effects  on g i r l s  of gender stereotyping f n  children's  
1 i tera ture .  Instead of spending weeks searching the printed Indexes, imagine 
having a comprehensive search done in mfnutes. 

A comprehensive search can be done in minutes with the aid of computers through 
which the indexes a re  searched "on-1 ine." Thiq method, known as database 
searching, i s  particular1 y well -suited to women's studies research, which i s  
interdiscipl  inary and often mu1 ticonceptual. 

The Women's Studies Database Service i s  a searching service organized by the 
Office of the.Womenls Studies Librarian-at-Large. The Service i s  available to 
students, faculty and s ta f f  of the UW System. There i s  a charge for the Service 
which i s  usually in the range of $5-30, depending o n  the complexity and 
comprehenslveness of the search. 

To request a database search i n  women's studies,  f i r s t  ta lk  w i t h  our contact 
person o n  your campus: 
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Eau C l a i r e  
Green Bay 
La Crosse 
Madison 
Mi lwaukee 
Oshkosh 
P a r k s i d e  
P l a t t e v i l l e  
R i v e r  Fa1 1s 
Stevens P o i n t  
S t o u t  
S u p e r i o r  
Whi tewater  

L i b r a r y :  Reference 
L i b r a r y :  Data Base S e r v i c e s  
L i  b r a r y :  Documents 
L i b r a r y  : Reference 
L i b r a r y :  Database S e r v i c e s  
L i b r a r y :  Database S e r v i c e s  
L i b r a r y :  Reference 
L i  b r a r y  : Reference 
Women's S t u d i e s  Resource Center  
L i b r a r y :  I n t e r 1  i b r a r y  Loan 
L i  b r a r y  : Reference 
L i b r a r y :  Government Documents 
L i  b r a r y  : Reference 

Gene Enge ld inge r  
Andrew Z i n k l  
Sandra Sechres t  
Jean ine  T h u b a u v i l l  e  
Erna Schatzman 
Connie Hol  t 
C r a i g  Robertson 
Judy N ixon  
P a u l e t t e  C h a f f i n  
Ka th leen  Ha lsey  
R i t a  Ryun 
Edward Greve 
Norman M a r t i  n 

Campuses w i t h o u t  comp le te  database f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  convey y o u r  r e q u e s t  t o  o u r  
o f f i c e .  

When i n i t i a t i n g  a sea rch  r e q u e s t ,  p l e a s e  keep i n  mind:  1 )  a we1 1 - f o r m u l a t e d  
t o p i c ;  2 )  a l i s t  o f  concep ts  and t h e i r  synonyms t o  be searched; 3)  any l i m i t s  
you m i g h t  want, such as language, d a t e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a b s t r a c t s ,  
and t o t a l  c o s t  o f  search. Our o f f i c e  must  r e c e i v e  a s igned  sea rch  r e q u e s t  f o rm 

a ( see  b r o c h u r e  enc losed  i n  t h i s  m a i l  i n g ;  a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u e s t  forms a v a i l a b l e  f rom 
campus c o n t a c t  persons)  b e f o r e  we w i l l  proceed w i t h  a search.  You may c a l l  
C a r o l y n  P l a t t  o r  L i n d a  Parke r  a t  (608)  263-5754 i f  you have q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  o r  s u b j e c t  coverage o f  t h e  S e r v i c e .  

F u t u r e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  column w i l l  f e a t u r e  sample searches and new developments 
i n  t h e  S e r v i c e .  We welcome y o u r  sugges t ions  f o r  sea rch  t o p i c s ,  and we i n v i t e  
you t o  use t h e  Uomen's S t u d i e s  Database S e r v i c e .  

F o l l o w i n g  i s  an anno ta ted  p r i n t o u t  f rom a - r e l a t i v e l y  uncomp l i ca ted  sea rch  on 
t h e  above-mentioned t o p i c  o f  " t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c q l  e f f e c t s  on g i r l s  o f  gender 
s t e r e o t y p i n g  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e . "  The database searched i s  t h a t  o f  ERIC 
( t h e  huge government-sponsored c l e a r i n g h o u s e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s )  . Note  
t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  sea rch  s e t s  (numbered 1 t h r o u g h  4 )  t h e  concepts  a r e  
searched s e p a r a t e l y .  The concepts  a r e  t h e n  combined t o  produce 11 c i t a t i o n s  
("documents").  S e t  6 i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  o n l i n e  p r i n t o u t  o f  c i t a t i o n s ,  i n  two 
p a r t s :  1 )  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  documents; 2)  t h e  
comp le te  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a b s t r a c t ,  f o r  t h e  second document. 

N o t i c e  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  use o f  t h e  $ s i g n  f o l l o w e d  by  a number, wh ich  a l l o w s  f o r  
o t h e r  fo rms o f  a word t o  be searched too.  The number i n d i c a t e s  how many 
a d d i t i o n a l  l e t t e r s  can be used t o  fo rm o t h e r  sea rch  terms. For example, 
s e a r c h i n g  t h e  t e r m  "GIRL91" w i l l  cause b o t h  " g i r l  'I and " g i r l s "  t o  be searched. 
The sea rch  t e r m  "STEREOTYP$3" w i l l  cause "s te reo type , "  " s t e r e o t y p e s "  and 
"s te reo typ ing i i  t o  be searched, b u t  " s t e r e o t y p i c a l "  w i l l  n o t  be searched 
because i t  exceeds t h e  1 i m i t  o f  t h r e e  l e t t e r s  beyond t h e  $ s ign .  
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ENTER YES I F  BROHDCHST MS6 I S  DESIPED,: 
ENTER DHTR BHSE NHME,: ERIC 

We are now connected with the 
com uter o f  the BRS database 
sysfem. 

We are using the ERIC database. 

Synonyms for "psychological" 
BE2 - SEHRCH NODE - ENTER QUERY are searched too, resulting i n  

I-: EMOT IONRL OR DEVELOPMENTW OR PS'r'lXOLOG$4 Over 16,000 for Set 
RESULT 15O43 1 

For explanation of the $ sign 
2- : GIRLS1 OR FEMHLESl p.!ease see preceding ar t ic le .  
RESULT 1592 1 

WITH means that either GENDER 
3-: STERBRTYPS3 MITH GENDER OR SEX> or SEX must occur within the 
RESULT 256 1 same sentence a s  STEREOTYPS3. 

ADJ mans that the search terms 
4- : CHILDRENS HDJ LITERATURE 
'FIESI-ILT 2 8 7 6  

L: .... PRINT S EIBL/DOC=l-3 
1 

AN EJ217231. 
AU ST. PETER? SHIRLEY. 
T I  JHCK blENT UP THE H I L L .  . ELIT WHERE MqS JILL. 
SO PSYCHOLOGY OF WOMEN QURRTERLYF V 4  N2 P296-60 WIN 
1 5  CI.J.-II-IL~[I. 
YR 73. -. 

\ 
, . 

must occur right next t o  each 
other. 

Sets 1 through 4 are combined. 
Although the results for the 
individual sets are very large, 
their intersection i s  only 11 
documents. 
In Set 6 a command i s  given to  
print the bibliographic infor- 
mation for the f i r s t  three doc- 
uments from Set 5. 

2 
HN ~ ~ 1 7 1 3 ~ 4 .  
AU FRASHEP? PHMONHi FkHPHERs JAMES M. 
T I  GENDER POLES I N  CH1LDREN"S PTORIES: EFFECT ON PREFERENCE RnD 

CONPFEHENSION. 
1.:. PIEOCT79. 
j'p 79. 

END OF DOCUMENTS 
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_ . . P 5 lqLL....DOC=S A command i s  g i v e n  t o  p r i n t  the 
S c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  for the 

61.4 ED 1 7 1  3:34. second  document  f rom  S e t  5 .  

Ftli FF:HSHEP, RHIIONA: FRWHER 9 JAMES PI. 
T I  GENDER ROLE:? I N  CHILDREN'S STORIES: EFFECT ON PREFERENCE HND 

CUMPREHEN.2 I ON. 
LIT EN. . 
S;:s U. S. GEORI~IH.. 
I S  ,G:IEOCT79. 
CH PS 111 1 0.579. 
FR EDRS PPICE - MFO1 PLUS POSTHGE. PC NOT RVHILAELE FROM EDRS. 
PT 143: 150. 
1- ',! ''2 -. * 
r i ?  2SP. T PHPER PWSENTED HT THE HNNClHL IIEETING OF THE HMERICAN 

E~UCRTIONt?L RESEHRCH t3SSOCIATION CSHN FRHNCISCO, CHLIFORNIRr APRIL 
8-1 2 7 1379) . 

YR 79. 
M.J BOOKS. CHILDHOOD-INTERESTS.. CHILDRENS-LITERRTURE. COMPREHENSION. 

SEX-DIFFERENCES. SEX-ROLE. STORY-RERDING. 
PIN ELEMENTHRY -EDlJCHTION. GRRDE-5. GRHUE-6. I DENTIFI  CHTION-PSYCHOLOGY. 

PSYCHaLUG 1 CHL-STUDIES. RESEHRCH. SEX-STEREOTYPES. SOCIAL I ZHTION. 
SPEECHES. 

I D  PEEFEPENCES. 
AB THIS  STUDY IPi'b'ESTISitTED CHILDREN'S PREFERENCE HND COMPREHENSION " 

RESPONSES TO STORIES I N  hlHICH BOTH MHLE HND FEMALE MAIN CHHRHCTERZ 
WERE RSPREfENTED I N  TRRDITIUNHL HND NONTRRDITIONHL ROLES? AND STORIES 
I N  WHICH ONLY THE OPPOSITE SEX MAIN CHHRACTERS WERE PORTRAYED I N  
THUSE ROLES. A TOTHL OF 2 1 8  GIRLS AND 169 BOYS FROM GRHDES F I V E  HND 
S I X  CHiL MITH HT LEAST FOLlRTH GRHDE READING HBIL ITY)  READ HND 
FINSUERED,, COMPREHENSIOPi OCIESTIONS ON EITHER TUO OR FOUR STORIES. THEY 
HLSO FiNSldEPED THREE QUESTIONS CONCERNING PREFERENCES FOR STORY? MAIN 
CHH?HCTERy HND IDENTIFICRTION. FOR SUBJECTS WHO REHD TUO STORIES, 
i~OPtPREHENSION SCOFES MERE NOT SIGNIFICHNTLY DIFFERENT FOR EITHER SEX 
GR STORY TYPE. HOLIEVER? BOYS UHO REHD ONLY STORIES ISITH FEMALE 
CHRWttZTEfcZS .PREFERRED THE NONTRHDITIONRL MRIN CHRFACTER AND SELECTED 
HER FOR IDENTTFICRTION. FOR SUBJECTS IMHO REHD FOlJR STORIES? BUYS' 
COMPREHENSION SCORES WERE HIGHER FOR STORIES WITH MRLE NRIN 
CHHRHCTERS THHN'FEMHLE MRIN CHARRCTERS. GIRLS PREFERRED STORIES MITH 
FEMALE MH:N CHkRHCTERS HND PREFERRED THE,NONTRF)DITIONAt MALE STORY 
O?E@ THE TRHDITIONHL ONE: BOYS PREFERRED STORIES U I T H  NHLE MHIN 
CHERHCTERS HND THE TRRDITIONHL MHLE STORY OVER THE NONTRADITIONAL 
MHLE STORY. THE RESULTS FOR CHHRHCTER PREFERENCE MERE SIMILAR TO 
THOSE FOR STORY PREFERENCE. SHME SEX PREFERENCES MERE HLSO FOUND FOR 
I DENT I F I C R T  I OPi CHOICESr HND SIRLS UHR SELECTED H MHLE MAIN CHRRHCTER 
PREFERRED THE NONTRHDITIONHL ONE. RESULTS HND IMPLICATIONS HRE 
D:SCIJSSED I P i  DETHIL. CHIJTHOR/SS? . 

END OF DOCUMENT 

Page Eleven 



GUEST EDlTORlFlL 
THE NATIONAL WOMEN'S STUDIES ASSOCIATION--WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

In her e d i t o r i a l  for  the  summer i ssue  of Feminist Collect ions,  Linda Parker 
addressed the r e l a t ionsh ip  between women's s tudies  l i b r a r i a n s  and the National 
Women's Studies Association (NWSA) and s t r e s sed  the importance of t h i s  organi- 
zat ion for  feminist  educators and students .  In t h i s  i ssue  I wil l  continue the  
discussion begun by Linda and expand upon the  question she ra i sed:  how and why 
i s  NWSA important t o  us? 

The 1981 NWSA conference on the theme "Women Respond to  Racism" was at tended by 
over 1,300 women from across the country and abroad. As -- off  our backs reported 
i n  t h e i r  July i s sue ,  i t  was "a d i f f i c u l t  conference." We who par t ic ipa ted  
learned t h a t  t o  ser ious ly  confront the r e a l i t y  of racism and antisemitism i n  
our soc ie ty ,  i n  our women's movement, and i n  ourselves,  we have t o  engage i n  
the  painful process of acknowledging the anger and f ea r  which will  separa te  us 
i f  we do not d i r e c t  them outward in to  ac t ion  f o r  change. As Audre Lorde spoke 
of " the  empowerment of anger ,"  we struggled,  indiv idual ly  and c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t o  

a grasp the  meaning and implications of her words for  our l i v e s  and our movement. 

For those of us who were ab le  t o  go, t h i s  conference was a very important 
experience. However, even f o r  those who were not ab le  to  a t t end ,  the  very f a c t  
t h a t  such a conference took place has a pa r t i cu la r  s igni f icance .  For i n  t h e  
face  of increasingly h o s t i l e  a t t acks  by an organized "New" Right aga ins t  the  
gains we have made i n  many years of feminist  and c i v i l  r i gh t s  ac t iv ism,  a 
feminist  conference aga ins t  racism represents  an a c t  of defiance and res i s tance .  

NWSA has always been committed to  such res i s tance .  Based on the  be1 i e f  t h a t  
education i s  a powerful weapon i n  the s t ruggle  aga ins t  discr iminat ion and 
oppression, i t  has served a s  a clearinghouse and coordinator enabling a growing 
nationwide network of  feminist  educators--3ndiyidual s ,  community groups, and 
academic programs--to share information, resources and support.  In i t s  s t ruc-  
t u r e ,  i t s  goals ,  and i t s  spec i f i c  ac t ions ,  NWSA has s truggled to avoid becoming 
merely another el i t e  and hierarchical  professional organization and 1 ive i ts  
commitment " to  fu r the r  feminist  education a t  every level  and in every se t t i ng . "  

We a r e  now paying the pr ice  fo r  such a commitment. NWSA i s  s t ruggling to  s t a y  
a l i v e .  A t  a time of f inancia l  hardship and po l i t i ca l  retrenchment, we have 
l o s t  many of the  v i t a l  support s t ruc tu res  t h a t  maintain a grassroots  organiza- 
t i on .  Foundation and government funding a re  vanishing; higher t ravel  cos t s  
and the  need for  s t r i c t e r  budgeting have caused membership and conference 
attendance to drop. Now NWSA has no more money to  pay s t a f f  s a l a r i e s ,  maintain 
the national o f f i c e ,  or  plan the  next conference. 

I f  we want NWSA to  continue,  we must a c t  and we must a c t  now. Too many of us 
have taken t h i s  organization for  granted and not asked ourselves what i t  means 
to have a national organizat ion which i s  committed to an a c t i v i s t  feminist  
education. Nor have we asked what i t  would mean to  us to  lose  the resources 
and national network NWSA provides. We need to answer these questions, not 
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a b s t r a c t l y  b u t  c o n c r e t e l y ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  ou r  l i v e s  and work. We must r e a l i z e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no NWSA " o u t  there,"  somewhere i n  Washington. We who a r e  members, 
who go t o  t h e  conferences,  who b e n e f i t  from i t s  services--we a r e  it. Whether 
NWSA c o n t i n u e s  w i l l  depend on whether we want and need i t  and on what we a r e  
w i l l i n g  and a b l e  t o  do f o r  it. 

What can you do? You can become a  member. You can renew your  membership now 
f o r  1982. You can encourage o t h e r s  t o  j o i n .  You can donate money o r  t ime.  
You can t a l k  about  NWSA w i t h  o t h e r s  and share i n f o r m a t i o n  about  ou r  conferences,  
ou r  j o u r n a l  ( t h e  Women's S tud ies  Q u a r t e r l y ) ,  our  goa ls ,  ou r  p resen t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
You can j o i n  i n  t h e  p lann ing  f o r  ou r  n e x t  conference on "Femin is t  Connect ions 
Throughout Educat ion" t o  be h e l d  June 16-20, 1982 a t  Humboldt S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
i n  Arcata ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  P lan  a  sess ion  o r  event  now. Send your  p roposa l (s ) ,  
as  w e l l  as i n q u i r i e s  about  t h e  conference,  t o  P h y l l i s  Ch inn/Rosa l ind R i b n i c k ,  
Women's S tud ies ,  Humboldt S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Arcata,  CA 95521. To g e t  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  make suggest ions,  you can c o n t a c t  e i t h e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O f f i c e  
(NWSA, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland, Co l lege  Park, MD 20742) o r  Ange l i ka  Bammer, 
405 E lmside Blvd., Madison, 11 53704, t e 1  . (608) 249-1529. 

-- Angel i ka Bammer 

[Angel 1  ka Bammer has represented t h e  Great  Lakes r e g i o n  o f  t h e  Coord ina t ing  
Counc i l  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Women's S tud ies  A s s o c i a t i o n  s i n c e  1978. She teaches 
i n  t h e  Women's S tud ies  Program o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o rWiscons in -Mad ison  and i s  
c u r r e n t l y  comp le t ing  h e r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on feminism and u t o p i a n  thought  i n  t h e  
Department o f  Comparative L i t e r a t u r e . ]  

( E d i t o r s '  note :  New members, who j o i n  NWSA now f o r  1982, w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  
bonus o f  a  s ix-month membership f o r  t h e  remainder o f  1981, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F a l l  
and W i n t e r  i ssues  o f  Women's S tud ies  Q u a r t e r l y ,  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  about NWSA's 
1981 and '82 Conferences. Membership f o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  n a t i o n a l  
NWSA o f f i c e  o r  f rom t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Women's S tud ies  L i  b rar ian-a t -Large. )  

THE DINNER PflRTY COfflES 'TO CHICRGO 
The DInner Par ty ,  a  monumental work o f  a r t  a l r e a d y  seen by c l o s e  t o  a  m i l l i o n  
peop le  i n  v a r i o u s  American c i t f e s ,  i s  f i n a l l y  a r r i v i n g  i n  Chicago f o r  e x h i b i t i o n  
f rom September 14 th rough  December 31, 1981. Th is  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p r o j e c t ,  con- 
c e i v e d  and d i r e c t e d  by Judy Chicago, e n t a i l e d  severa l  years o f  c o l l e c t i v e  
research  and p r o d u c t i o n  by 400 women and a  few men. The p iece  combines 
s c u l p t u r e ,  ceramics,  ch ina p a i n t i n g  and needlework t o  present  a  symbol ic  h i s t o r y  
o f  women. The focus o f  t h e  p i e c e  i s  a  t r i a n g u l a r  banquet tab le ,  48 f e e t  on a  
s ide,  h o s t i n g  39 p l a c e  set t ings- -each designed t o  rep resen t  t h e  d i v e r s e  and 
un ique c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  women t o  western h i s t o r y .  The Dinner P a r t y  e x i s t s  as 
an a r t w o r k  o f  m a g n i f i c e n t  presence, as an educat iona l  work r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  
women's h e r i t a g e ,  and as a  p o l i t i c a l  and i n s p i r a t l o n a l  work. 

Represented i n  a  h i s t o r i c a l  p rog ress ion  around t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  
p r i m o r d i a l  d e i t i e s  o f  c r e a t i o n  and f e r t i l i t y ,  women o f  remarkable achievement 
f rom v a r i o u s  eras t rapped i n  o b s c u r i t y ,  and c u r r e n t  f e m i n i s t  hero ines.  Among 
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t h e  women honored a r e  the  Egyptian r u l e r  Hatshepsut, the Bibl ical  heroine 
Judi th ,  Trotula (a  prominent 11 t h  century physician) ,  Mary Wollstonecraft ,  
astronomer Caroline Herschel, a b o l i t i o n i s t  Sojourner T r u t h ,  Margaret Sanger 
and Georgia OIKeeffe. Historical  aspects  of The Dinner Party reveal the  
h o s t i l e ,  confining,  and i n  some cases le tha l  social  environments within which 
the  honored women struggled. The dinner guests ul t imately function both as  
v i c t o r s  and vict ims,  and a r e  symbolic of t he  s t ruggle  of a l l  women fo r  
transcendence i n  a soc ie ty  of containment. 

An excursion t o  Chicago i s  imperative to experience t h i s  work. The p r i s t i n e  
mystical presence of The Dinner Party i s  an amazing con t ra s t  t o  t h e  r igorous 
presentat ion of t he  h i s to r i ca l  s t ruc tu re .  The work i s  so r i c h  in a e s t h e t i c ,  
technical  and conceptual d e t a i l  t h a t  i t  cannot disappoint  a responsive viewer. 
The need1 ework alone i s  a beautiful sampling of western t e x t i l e  a r t s .  Accom- 
panying mater ia l s  f o r  the  project--catalogues, a 70-minute film on the  ma k i n g  
of The Dinner Party,  and a taped tour  of the  exhibit--are recommended f o r  
addi t ional  understanding and appreciat ion of the  work. A1 so hiqhl y recommended 
a r e  t h e  two books by chicago reveal ing the developnent of the  project :  The 
Dinner Party: A Symbol of Our Heritage (Anchor PresslDoubleday, 1979) and 
Embroidering Our Heritage: The Dinner Party Needlework (Anchor Press/Doubleday, 
1980). The books a r e  r i ch ly  i l l u s t r a t e d  with color  p la tes ;  t h e  t e x t s  a r e  taken 
from Chicago's journal s .  

Sponsors fo r  the  exhib i t  a r e  The Roslyn Group. To order t i c k e t s  f o r  The Dinner 
Par ty ,  contac t :  

* 
The Dinner Party Project  
343 S.  Dearborn S t r e e t  
Room 1001 
Chicago, IL 60604 

The loca t ion  of t h e  exh ib i t  i s  The Franklin B u i l d i n g  a t  720 South Dearborn S t r e e t .  

-- Catharina Schimert 
\ 

(Catharina Schimert i s  a Madison a r t i s t  cu r ren t ly  working on a visual project  
on anonymous women. As the  Graphic A r t i s t  fo r  t he  University of Wisconsin- 
Madison Librar ies ,  she has designed numerous pub1 ica t ions  for  t he  Office of t he  
Women's Studies  L i  brarian-at-Large.) 

Among the  twenty courses being offered i n  the  f a l l  through the  UW-Milwaukee 
Women's Studies Program, e igh t  a r e  newly developed courses: The Family i n  Life  
& Li tera ture ;  German Women Writers of the  20th Century; Theoretical Foundations 
in  Maternity Nursing; Pornography: A Feminist Perspective; Philosophical 
Foundations of Feminism; Strong Women Characters in Russian L i t e ra tu re ;  Family 
Development; and Family Pol i c i e s .  
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T h i s  p a s t  summer has been busy f o r  t h e  s t a f f  members i n  t h e  Women's S t u d i e s  
O f f i c e .  I n  J u l y ,  t h e  O f f i c e  sponsored a  s e r i e s  o f  summer seminars des igned t o  
g i v e  Women's S t u d i e s  f a c u l t y  members t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p resen t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e i r  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  i n  Women's S t u d i e s  t o  a  s t u d e n t l s t a f f  audience.  
E n r o l l m e n t  was l i m i t e d  t o  make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  more i n t i m a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  on 
t h e  v a r i o u s  t o p i c s .  Top ics  f o r  t h e  two-hour seminars i n c l u d e d  women and work, 
w i t h  Dr. Mary Lydon (Comparat ive L i t e r a t u r e ) ,  women and soap operas,  w i t h  
Dr. Tania Mod lesk i  ( E n g l i s h ) ,  and women and power, w i t h  Dr. Jane Hood ( S o c i o l o g y ) .  
S i m i l a r  seminars a r e  be ing  planned by t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  f a l l  and s p r i n g  
semesters. 

P l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  upcoming conference,  "Women's S tud ies :  I t s  Impact  on S o c i e t y ,  
Technology and t h e  Arts,"  has been an  ongo ing p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
s e v e r a l  months. Scheduled f o r  October 29-31 on t h e  UWM campus, t h e  conference,  
sponsored i n  p a r t  by t h e  Wisconsin Humani t ies  Committee, i s  des igned t o  assess 
t h e  impac t  t h a t  Women's S t u d i e s  has had on t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l l e g e  d i s c i p l i n e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  decade. The open ing address, "Women's S tud ies :  I t s  Presence 
and t h e  Present,"  by  C a t h a r i n e  Stimpson, w i l l  be Thursday even ing.  Two sess ions 
on F r i d a y  w i l l  be concerned w i t h  Women's S t u d i e s '  impact  on s o c i e t y  and 
techno logy.  On Sa tu rday  t h e  morn ing  sess ion  w i l l  c e n t e r  on t h e  impact  o f  
Women's S t u d i e s  on t h e  a r t s ,  and t h e  c l o s i n g  address, "Deve lop ing a  Pol i t i c s  
f o r  t h e  1980s: Feminism Vs. t h e  'New R i g h t ' , "  w i l l  be g i v e n  by  Z i l l a h  E i s e n s t e i n .  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  UWM O f f i c e  o f  Women's S t u d i e s  
(414)  963-5918. 

Work i s  a1 so proceeding on t h e  NEHIRadcl i f f e  C o l l e g e  p r o j e c t ,  "Women i n  t h e  
Community: Where Were They? Where Are  They? Where Are They Going?" I n  June, 
team members who had w r i t t e n  and submi t ted  a  proposa l  t o  Radcl i f f e  Co l lege,  
were n o t i f i e d  t h a t  Mi lwaukee was chosen as one o f  seven groups s e l e c t e d  f rom 
ac ross  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t .  Members o f  t h e  Mi lwaukee team 
a r e  E d i  B j o r k l u n d ,  A s s o c i a t e  P ro fessor  and A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  
development, Golda M e i r  L i b r a r y ,  UW-Mil waukee; Ceci  Chappl e, branch head, 
F inney  Neighborhood L i b r a r y ;  Diane Long Hpevel e r ,  E n g l i s h  teacher ,  K ing  C o l l  ege 
Prep C o l l  ege; C a r o l y n  K e i t h ,  Coord ina to r ,  heal$h educa t ion  and advocacy, Bread 
& Roses Women's H e a l t h  Center;  and Jan Leone, Program S p e c i a l i s t ,  Women's 
S t u d i e s ,  UW-Mil waukee. 

Team members p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  weeklong t r a i n i n g  sess ion  a t  t h e  S c h l e s i n g e r  
L i b r a r y  on t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Women a t  R a d c l i f f e .  The sess ion  focused on how new 
knowledge a b o u t  women i s  changing t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  and o t h e r  academic 
d i s c i p l i n e s ,  as w e l l  as t r a i n i n g  and p r a c t i c e  i n  program p l a n n i n g  and r e a c h i n g  
t h e  pub1 i c .  P lans a r e  now b e i n g  made f o r  t h e  programs t o  be p resen ted  between 
February  and J u l y  1982 a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  th roughou t  Milwaukee. Program 
t o p i c s  i n c l u d e  M i  1  waukee women's i n f l u e n c e  on educat ion,  heal  thca re ,  1  i t e r a t u r e ,  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and l a w  and p o l i t i c s .  

For f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on these  programs, c o n t a c t  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  Women's S tud ies ,  
UW-Milwaukee, M i t c h e l l  H a l l  11 5, Milwaukee, W I  53201 (414) 963-5918. 

Page F i f t e e n  



ITEfTIS O F  NOTE 
NATIONAL CLEARTNGHOUSE ON MARITAL RAPE. 

The N a t i o n a l  Clear inghouse on M a r i t a l  Rape i n  Berke ley ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i s  a  p r o j e c t  
o f  t h e  Women's H i s t o r y  Research Center, d i r e c t e d  by Laura X. F i l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  
a r t i c l e s ,  c o u r t  cases, reco rds  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  pol  i c e  t r a i n i n g  manuals, hand- 
books f o r  advocates o f  v i c t i m s ,  s t a t i s t i c s ,  f i l m s ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  and o t h e r  
p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  document m a r i t a l  rape as a  form o f  "domest ic"  and 
c r i m i n a l  v i o l e n c e .  For i n f o r m a t i o n  about  membership i n  t h e  Clear inghouse and 
fees f o r  f i l e  searches, send a  se l f -addressed stamped envelope t o :  Women's 
H i s t o r y  Research Center, 2325 Oak S t r e e t ,  Berkeley,  CA 94708. A Guide t o  t h e  
F i l e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C l  ear inqhouse on M a r i t a l  Rape, May 1981, i s  a l s o  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  $3.50 f rom t h e  Women's H i s t o r y  Research Center.  

RARE BOOKS FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES. 

E l a i n e  Katz, a s s o c i a t e  o f  r a r e  book d e a l e r  Samuel W .  Katz, has i n  t h e  l a s t  two 
years  developed a  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  r a r e  and o u t  o f  p r i n t  books f o r  women's 
s t u d i e s .  On a  t r i p  t o  London'two and one-ha l f  yea rs  ago, she d i scovered  t h a t ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e  o f  t h e  pound, t h e  one genre she c o u l d  p i c k  up  cheaply  
was obscure b iog raph ies  o f  women. Th is  f i n d ,  combined w i t h  a  l o n g  t i m e  
persona l  i n t e r e s t  i n  women's w r i t i n g s ,  1  ed E l a i n e  t o  her p resen t  e n t e r p r i s e .  
Opera t ing  o u t  o f  Los Angeles, Cal i f o r n i a ,  E l a i n e  d e a l s  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  
and c o l l e g e  l i b r a r i e s .  Annotated book l i s t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom her on va r ious  
t o p i c s  such as 1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e  by women, women as l e t t e r  
w r i t e r s ,  women t r a v e l  1  ers ,  and au tob iog raph ies  and b iog raph ies  o f  women. 
W r i t e  t o :  E l a i n e  Katz, 10845 L indbrook Or ive ,  Los Angeles, CA 90024; phone: 
(21 3)  208-7934 o r  474-691 0. 

NOTES 
There i s  a  c e r t a i n  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  f i n d i n g ,  as I prepare t h i s  column f o r  each 
i s s u e  o f  Femin is t  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more j o u r n a l s  and s p e c i a l  i ssues 
appear ing than  I have space t o  devote  t o  them. I n  t h e  column below, I am pleased 
t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  new p e r i o d i c a l  1  i s t i n g s  outnumber cessa t ions  two t o  one. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  I have i n c l u d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on a  number o f  notewor thy  s p e c i a l  i ssues  
t h a t  have been pub1 i s h e d  i n  r e c e n t  months, and excerp ts  f rom a goodbye l e t t e r  
f rom C h r y s a l i s  magazine. 

-- C.L. 
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I. New P e r i o d i c a l s  

As ian  Women's L i b e r a t i o n .  S i n g l e  copy: $2.50 p l u s  $1 postage ( p a i d  i n  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Post  O f f i c e  Money Order ) .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  address : As ian  Women's 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Poste  Restente,  Shibuya P.O., Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan 150. ( C i t e d  
i n  F e m i n i s t  Books to res '  Newsl e t t e r  A p r i l  1981 ) 

. Numbers 1-3  o f  t h i s  new p e r i o d i c a l  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  out ;  no. 4  was due t o  appear 
t h i s  p a s t  s p r i n g .  fl d e s c r i b e s  i t  as "an i n t e n s e  and i m p o r t a n t  l i t t l e  j o u r n a l ,  
r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e  o f  women t h a t  we, i n  t h e  USA, r a r e l y  hear  
from." 

Comparabl e  Worth P r o j e c t  News1 e t t e r .  1  980- . S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $8 ( i n d i v . ) ;  
$4 ( low-income fndfv . ) ;  $1 6 ( i n s t . ) .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  address:  Comparable Worth 
P r o j e c t ,  488 4 1 s t  St., no. 5, Oakland, CA 94609. ( C i t e d  i n  Spokeswoman 
February  1981 and WLW Journa l  November/December 1980) 

The Comparable Worth P r o j e c t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a ,  hopes t o  s e r v e  
as  a  n a t i o n a l  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  t o p i c  o f  comparable wor th ,  o r  
pay e q u f t y .  I n  l i n e  w f t h  t h f s  goal ,  t h e  P r o j e c t  has launched a  new n e w s l e t t e r .  
The f f r s t  i s s u e  cfescr ibes t h e  P r o j e c t  and t h e  f ssue  o f  comparable wor th ,  o f f e r s  
a r t i c l e s  on j o b  e v a l u a t i o n  and t h e  f o r c e s  oppos ing pay e q u f t y ,  and conc ludes 

, w i t h  l e g a l  b r i e f s  and a  b i b l i o g r a p h y .  

Connexions: An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Q u a r t e r 1  . Subscr f  p t i o n s  : 
310  ( i n d i v . ) ;  $20 ( l i b r a r i e s  and i n s t f t u t i o n s  u s t a i n e r s ) .  Subscr f  p t f o n  
address : Connexfons, 4228 Te legraph Ave., Oakland, CA 94609. ( I s s u e s  examined: 
S p e c i a l  I n t r o d u c t o r y  I s s u e  #0, May 1981; no.1, Summer 1981) 

Connexions, a  women's j o u r n a l  o f  t r a n s l a t f o n s  f rom t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e m i n i s t  
p ress,  was conce ived  d u r i n g  d f s c u s s i o n s  h e l d  a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  women's 
con fe rence  i n  Copenhagen, J u l y  1980, on how t o  c r e a t e  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e m i n i s t  
network.  The e d i t o r s  were a f f  il i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  People 's  T r a n s l a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
and had p r e v i o u s l y  pub1 i s h e d  a  pamphlet e n t i t l e d  Second Class,  Working Class:  
An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Reader (Up Press; 1979), a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  documents, 
a n a l y s i s ,  and f  n t e r v i e w s  compi led and t r a n s l a t k d  f r o m  t h e  f  n t e r n a t f o n a l  press.  
The i n t r o d u c t o r y  i s s u e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  new j o u r n a l  I s  p e r s p e c t i v e :  

There i s  a  l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  U.S. about  o t h e r  p a r t s  
o f  t h e  wor ld .  O f t e n  t h e  v fewpo fn ts  presented i n  t h e  U.S. 
p ress  v a r y  g r e a t l y  f rom what we l e a r n  th rough  f r i e n d s  abroad 
and f o r e i g n  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  As we r e a d  and r e a d  t o  g e t  a  grasp 
on what i s  happening elsewhere, we f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  never 
enough abou t  women, and what l i t t l e  t h e r e  i s ,  i s  r a r e l y  
w r i t t e n  w i t h  a  f e m i n i s t  pe rspec t i ve .  . . . The a r t i c l e s  you 
w i l l  r e a d  i n  Connexions w f l l  be w r i t t e n  by  women f rom o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s .  Most w i l l  be d i r e c t  t r a n s l a t f o n s  o f  s i n g l e  a r t i c l e s  
and i n t e r v i e w s .  . . . o u r  goa l  i s  t o  p resen t  t h e  exper iences 
and s t r u g g l e s  o f  women abroad as seen t h r o u g h  t h e i r  eyes. 
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Each i s s u e  o f  Connexions w i l l  focus on a  s p e c i f i c  theme. For example, "Women 
O r g a n i z i n g  A g a i n s t  V io lence"  i s  t h e  theme o f  no.1, Summer 1981, wh ich i n c l u d e s  
a r t i c l e s  on I n d i a ,  I r e l a n d ,  Germany, A rgen t ina ,  South A f r i c a ,  Vietnam, Ho l land ,  
France, England and Denmark. 

Maenad: A  Women's L i t e r a r y  Journa l  . 1980- . Q u a r t e r 1  y. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  
$14 p l u s  $2 postage and hand l ing ;  c o n t r i b u t i n g  sub. $32 o r  more. S i n g l e  c o p i e s :  
$4 p l u s  504 postage and hand1 ing .  S u b s c r i p t i o n  address:  Maenad, P.O. Box 738, 
G louces te r ,  MA 01 930. E d i t o r s :  Paula Estey,  Jean Rdos lov ich .  ( I s s u e s  
examined: v.1 , nos .2-4) 

D e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  e x c i t i n g  j o u r n a l  as " t h e  new f e m i n i s t  q u a r t e r l y  o f  p rose  and 
v i s u a l  a r t s , "  Maenad e d i t o r s  a d v i s e  c o n t r i b u t o r s :  

We a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  
i d e a s  and t h e o r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l e s b i a n  and t h i r d  w o r l d  
women's manusc r ip ts .  Our areas o f  concern a r e  l a r g e :  
f a c t u a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  b i o g r a p h i c a l  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  work, f i c t i o n ,  rev iews ,  c r i t i c i s m  and 
comp i led  b i b 1  i o g r a p h i e s .  

Among t h e  i m p r e s s i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  i ssues :  p o e t r y  by  Marge 
P i e r c y  and Adr ienne  Rich;  f i c t i o n  by  Paula C h r i s t i a n  and G a b r i e l l e  Bur ton;  an  
e d i t o r i a l  on t h e  1981 NWSA conference;  r e v i e w s  o f  H o l l y  Near, M i c h e l l e  C l i f f ' s  
C l a i m i n g  an I d e n t i t y  They Taught Me t o  Despise, ~ a r ~ a r e t  Atwood's L i f e  B e f o r e  
Man, and Nancy Toder ' s  Choices; and i n t r i g u i n  d r t i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  "A T e x t u r a l  - 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  A1 t e r n a t i v e  Women's Music"  7 Z i t a  Z. Dresner) .  "Radcl v f f e  
H a l l  : ' A  F e m i n i s t  A n a l y s i s "  (Cynthea Sand), llBlood Types: A    edit at ion on Race, 
Sex, Power and A r t "  (Robin  Morgan), and "The S p i r i t u a l  S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  
Sel f - I d e n t i  f i e d  Woman" ( E l  sa Gidlow) . F u t u r e  i ssues  w i l l  f ocus  on " V i o l e n c e  
and V i o l a t i o n 1 '  (no.5, F a l l ,  1981 ) and "The Lesb ian/Heterosexua l  S p l i t "  (no .6, 
W i n t e r  1981 ). 

11. S p e c i a l  I s s u e s  \ 

The Drama Review v.24, no.2 (T86),  June 1980, v.24,no.4 (T88),  December 1980: 
"Women and Performance," "DanceIMovement Issue." A v a i l a b l e  from: The Drama 
Review, Journa ls  Dept., The MIT Press,  28 C a r l e t o n  St., Cambridge, MA 02142. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $15 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $30 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  cop ies :  $5 ( c u r r e n t ) ;  $7 
(back c o p i e s ) .  ( I s s u e  examined: v.25, no.1 (T89),  March 1981) 

The December 1980 i s s u e  o f  DR was e n t i r e l y  devoted t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  dance1 
mime/movement, w i t h  a l l  a r t E l e s  w r i t t e n  by  and about  women. T h e i r  June 1980 
i s s u e  focused on "Women and Performance." I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  most r e c e n t  s p e c i a l  
i ssue ,  on "Sex and Performance" (March 1981),  i n c l u d e s  an a r t i c l e  by  E m i l y  L. 
S i s l  ey e n t i t l e d  "Notes on Lesb ian  Theatre."  

Gay Community News v.8, no.45, June 6, 1981 : "Music Supplement." A v a i l a b l e  
f rom: GCN, 22 B r o m f i e l d  St.,  Boston, MA 02108. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $25 ( r e g u l a r ) ;  
$17.50 ( l o w  income). S i n g l e  copy: 60d. ( I s s u e  examined) 
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Maida T i 1  chen, a  r e g u l a r  - GCN c o n t r i b u t o r ,  w r i t e s  t h e  most s u b s t a n t i a l  a r t i c l e  
i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  supplement, a  t h o u g h t f u l  assessment o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  women's 
music e n t i t l e d  "Women's Music: P o l i t i c s  f o r  Sa le?"  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  r e s e a r c h i n g  
t h e  a r t i c l e ,  T i 1  chen i n t e r v i e w e d  f o u r  mus ic ians  ( H o l l  y Near, Kay Gardner, June 
M i l  1  i ng ton ,  and Maxine Feldman) and severa l  women work ing  beh ind t h e  scenes a s  
producers ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s  and w i t h i n  women's r e c o r d  companies. Among t h e  c u r r e n t  
c o n t r o v e r s i e s  o f  t h e  women's music scene exp lo red  by T i l c h e n  a r e  t h e  economics 
o f  t h e  bus iness,  s t r u c t u r e  o f  women's music o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and businesses,  
aud ience response t o  s t a r s  and 1  esser-known mus ic ians ,  m a r k e t i n g  o f  a1 bums 
and pe r fo rmers  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o u t r e a c h  beyond t h e  women's community, and 
l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  l e s b i a n  audience.  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  GCN supplement i s  a  
p r o v o c a t i v e  s ta tement  by a  s e l f - c o n f e s s e d  l e s b i a n  f a n  o n n o n s e x i s t )  punk 
(Auberg ine  Green F i e l d ) ,  who makes a  pe rsuas ive  case a g a i n s t  t h e  r i g i d  s t y l i s t i c  
c o n s t r a i n t s  t h a t  have come t o  d e f i n e  U.S. "women's music.'' A  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  on 
" F i n d i n g  Non-sex is t  Men's Music"  (by  Michael  G love r )  conc ludes t h e  supplement. 

Jump Cut:  A  Review o f  Contemporary Cinema no.24/25 [March 19811: s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  
on l e s b i a n s  and f i l m .  E d i t o r s :  E d i t h  Becker, M i c h e l l e  C i t r o n ,  J u l i a  Lesage, 
B. Ruby Rich.  A v a i l a b l e  f rom: Jump Cut, P.O. Box 865, Berke ley ,  CA 94701. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $6 ( 4  i ssues ) .  Sing1 e  copy: $2.50. ( I s s u e  examined) 

T h i s  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  on l e s b i a n s  and f i l m  was two y e a r s  i n  t h e  making, w i t h  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  s o l  i c i t e d  l a r g e 1  y  t h r o u g h  persona l  c o n t a c t s  and con fe rences  
( n o t a b l y  t h e  A l t e r n a t i v e  Cinema Conference and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Women's S t u d i e s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  Conference).  The e d i t o r s  w r i t e  i n  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n :  

We've under taken  t h i s  Spec ia l  S e c t i o n  o u t  o f  ou r  commitment 
t o  s y n t h e s i z e  l e f t  and l e s b i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n t o  a  compre- 
hens ive  approach t o  f i l m . .  . .Acknowl edg ing connec t ions  
between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  psyche and s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  we f i n d  
i t  u s e f u l  t o  examine f i l m  as a  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  wh ich  
excess ive1 y  promotes as a  norm t h e -  s ing1  e  o p t i o n  o f  
he te rosexua l  i ty.. . .The c r e a t i o n  o f  a  1  esb ian  f i l m  
c r i t i c i s m  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u rgen t ,  g i v e n  t h e  i n t e n s i f i e d  
use  o f  t h e  l e s b i a n  as a  n e g a t i v e  s i g n  i r s  Hol lywood 
movies and t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  space ass igned t o  1  esb ians as  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a l e  f a n t a s y  i n  pornography and a  
d i s t r e s s i n g  number o f  ma1 e  avant -garde f i l m s .  E q u a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  as an impetus f o r  a  new c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h e  r i s e  
o f  an  independent l e s b i a n  cinema, under-acknowledged and 
i n  need o f  a t t e n t i o n .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e :  "F i lmography o f  Lesb ian  Works" 
(Andrea Weiss, e t  a l . ) ;  "Lesb ian Vampires: Daughters o f  Darkness" (Bonnie  
Zimmerman), an a n a l y s i s  o f  a  1970 B e l g i a n  f i l m  (La Rouge aux l e v r e s )  d i r e c t e d  
by H a r r y  Kumel; "Lesb ians i n  ' N i c e 1  F i lms :  B e l l  Jar ,  G i r l  F r iends,  J u l i a ,  
T u r n i n q  P o i n t ,  Windows" ( C l a u d e t t e  Charbonneau and Lucy Winer)  ; "Counter -  
Cur renc ies  o f  a  Lesb ian  I c o ~ o ~ ~ ~ D ~ Y :  Fi lms  o f  Barbara Hammer" (Jacauel  yn Z i t a ) ;  
"Lesb ian  Cinema and Romantic cove:-women I Love and Double ~ t r e n q t h "  (Andrea 
Weiss), f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  f i l m s  by  Barbara Hammer; "Comic C r i t i q u e :  F i l m s  
o f  Jan Oxenberg" ( M i c h e l l  e  C i t r o n ) ;  l l ~ i l l y w o o d  Transformed" (Judy Wh i take r )  , 
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i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  f o u r  l e s b i a n s  a b o u t  t h e  impact  o f  f i l m  on t h e i r  l i v e s ;  
"Subvers ive  Fantasy: Cel i n e  and J u l  i e  Go Boating," ( J u l i a  Lesagq), a n a l y s i s  o f  
t h e  French f i l m  C e l i n e  e t  J u l i e  v o n t  en bateau, 1974; and "From Repress ive 
To le rance  t o  E r o t i c  L i b e r a t i o n :  Maedchen i n  Uni form" (E.  Ruby R ich ) ,  d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  t h e  f i l m  by L e o n t i n e  Sagan (Germany, 1931).  T h i s  i s s u e  o f  Jump Cut  a l s o  
i n c l u d e s  a  b i b 1  i o g r a p h y  o f  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  s i n c e  
i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1974. 

MELUS: Mu1 t i - E t h n i c  L i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v.7, nos .3-4: " E t h n i c  
Women W r i t e r s "  I and 11. A v a i l a b l e  f rom: E d i t o r i a l  O f f i c e s .  MELUS, D e ~ a r t -  
ment o f  E n g l i s h ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Southern  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Los ~ n g e i e s ,  CA-90007. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $8 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $15 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  copy: $4. ( Jou rna l  n o t  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  examinat ion;  c i t e d  f rom p u b l i s h e r ' s  f l y e r )  

P a r t  I i n c l u d e s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  on t h e  domest ic  f i c t i o n  o f  Monica Krawczyk, t h e  
immig ran t  t a l  es o f  Anz ia  Yez ierska , t h e  i n f l  uence o f  t h e  Japanese-American 
exper ience  on H isaye  Yamamoto and Wakako Yamauchi, t h e  s o c i a l  concerns o f  
L o r r a i n e  Hans be r ry ,  t h e  sexual  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  i n  B e r n i c e  Zamora ' s  p o e t r y ,  myth  
i n  t h e  Song o f  Solomon, and t h e  p o e t r y  o f  G l o r i a  Oden. P a r t  I 1  o f f e r s  a r t i c l e s  
on E l l a  D e l o r i a  ( p i o n e e r  I n d i a n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t )  and h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  I n d i a n  
1  i t e r a t u r e ,  E l  i z a b e t h  C u l l  i n a n  and t h e  I r i s h - A m e r i c a n  woman, A1 i c e  C h i l d r e s s ' s  
t r a g e d y  a b o u t  miscegenat ion,  and Maxine K ings ton  and t h e  Chinese-American 

+ f a m i l y .  

NACLA Repor t  on t h e  Americas v.XIV, no.5, Sept./Oct. 1980: " L a t i n  American 
Women: One Myth--Many R e a l i t i e s . "  By P a t r i c i a  Flynn,  A r a c e l l y  Santana, and 
Helen Shapi ro .  A v a i l a b l e  f rom: N o r t h  American Congress on L a t i n  America, Inc . ,  
151 West 1 9 t h  S t . ,  9 t h  F loo r ,  New York, NY 10011. S u b s c r i p t i o n s :  $13 ( i n d i v . ) ,  
$24 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  c o p i e s :  $2.50 p l u s  5 0 t  postage and hand l ing.  ( I s s u e  
examined) 

I n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h i s  s p e c i a l  i ssue,  t h e  a u t h o r s  n o t e  t h a t  women's exper ience  
has been n e g l e c t e d  i n  L a t i n  American h i s t o r y  books, and t h a t  s t u d i e s  by NACLA 
up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  have done 1  i t t l e  t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  gap. " T h i s  i s s u e  t r i e d  t o  
remedy t h a t  e r r o r  by  o f f e r i n g  a  backdrop---botQ conceptua l  and c o n t e x t u a l - -  
a g a i n s t  wh ich t o  unders tand  women's s p e c i f i c  oppress ion  i n  L a t i n  America. I n  
t h i s  sense i t  i s  a  beg inn ing- -not  an a t t e m p t  t o  answer t h e  fundamental 
q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h a t  oppress ion.  I n  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  overv iew,  we hope t o  shed 
l i g h t  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  women's l i v e s  i n  c o n t i n e n t a l ,  u rban L a t i n  America." 

The f i r s t  a r t i c l e ,  "The Many R e a l i t i e s "  by Helen Shapi ro ,  exp lo res  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  women's work and t h e  sexual  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o r  i n  c o n t i n e n t a l  L a t i n  America.  
"The 'Maqu i la '  Women" by  P a t r i c i a  Fernandez K e l l y  i s  a  r e p o r t  on K e l l y ' s  
d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p redominan t l y  female  l a b o r  f o r c e  i n  t h e  bo rder  i n d u s t r i e s  
o f  Mexico; h e r  i n t e r v i e w s  r e v e a l  how t r a d i t i o n a l  s te reo types  a b o u t  women have 
p r e v a i l e d  d e s p i t e  d r a s t i c  changes i n  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  The f i n a l  a r t i c l e ,  
"Women Chal lenge t h e  Myth1' by P a t r i c i a  Flynn,  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  contemporary  
women's movement i n  L a t i n  America, w i t h  a  case s t u d y  o f  Nicaragua and t h e  
changes o c c u r r i n g  t h e r e  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  
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o f f  our  backs v.XI, no.5, May 1981: "Women W i th  D i s a b i l i t i e s . "  A v a i l a b l e  
from: oob, 1724 20 S t .  NW, Washington, DC 20009. Subsc r i p t i ons :  $7 ( i n d i v . ) ;  
$20 ( i n s t . ) ;  $12 ( c o n t r i b u t i n g ) .  S i n g l e  copy: 754. ( I s sue  examined) 

o f f  ou r  backs s o l i c i t e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f rom i t s  readers  f o r  t h i s  spec ia l  i s s u e  
f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  a  year,  and, happ i l y ,  were sen t  more m a t e r i a l  than  t hey  
c o u l d  i n c l u d e  i n  one issue.  They w i l l  c on t i nue  t o  p u b l i s h  w r i t i n g  on t h i s  
t o p i c .  The i s s u e  i n  hand i s  a  moving c h r o n i c l e  o f  women's d i v e r s e  exper iences 
w i t h  d i s a b i l i t y ,  o f  t h e  1  i v e s  o f  d i s a b l e d  women i n  ou r  s o c i e t y  i n  general  and 
o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t  and l e s b i a n  community s p e c i f f c a l l y .  
Readers a r e  guaranteed t o  have t h e i r  eyes opened and consciousness r a i s e d .  

Resources f o r  Femin is t  Research/Documentation su r  l a  Recherche F'emini s t e  
v.IX, no.4, December 1980/January 1981 : " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Guide t o  Women's 
P e r i o d i c a l s  and Resources, 1980." A v a i l a b l e  from: Dcpt. o f  Soc io logy,  
O.I.S.E., 252 B l o o r  S t .  West, Toronto,  On ta r i o ,  M5S 1V6, Canada. 
Subsc r i p t i ons  (U.S.): $18 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $25 ( i n s t . ) .  ( I s s u e  examined) 

An impress ive  (50+ pages) i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i s t i n g ,  cove r i ng  Canada, A f r i c a ,  As ia  
and t h e  M i d d l e  East, B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  Eastern Europe and USSR, L a t i n  America and 
t h e  Caribbean, P a c i f i c  I s l ands ,  Scandinavia,  t h e  U.S., and Western Europe. I n  
each sec t i on ,  p e r i o d i c a l s  a r e  1  i s t e d  f i r s t ,  w i t h  addresses, any a v a i l a b l e  

a s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n f o rma t i on ,  and a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l .  Some 
anno ta t i ons  a r e  i n  French. Fo l low ing  t h e  p e r i o d i c a l  l i s t i n g s  a r e  sec t i ons  on 
a d d i t i o n a l  resources,  i n c l u d i n g  a r ch i ves ,  research  cen te rs ,  women's presses, 
women's bookshops and o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s .  A  f i n a l  b r i e f  s e c t i o n  l i s t s  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  resources and d i r e c t o r i e s .  Updates w i l l  be pub l i shed  i n  r e g u l a r  
i ssues  o f  - RFR. Readers should  a l s o  be aware o f  a  1980 spec ia l  i s s u e  o f  
IS IS  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u l l e t i n  on "The Femin is t  Press i n  Western Europe.'' 
B u l l e t i n  no.16 (1980) i s  a v a i l a b l e  from: Case Pos ta le  301, CH-1227 Carouge, 
Swi tze r land .  Subsc r i p t i ons  (U.S.): $15 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $20 ( i n d f v .  a i r m a i l ) ;  $25 
( i n s t . ) ;  $30 ( i n s t .  a i r m a i l ) ;  s i n g l e  copy: $3 p l us  754 postage su r f ace  m a i l ,  
$1.50 postage a i r m a i l .  

111. Cessat ions 

Journal  o f  Women's S tud ies  i n  L i t e r a t u r e .  1979-1 980. E d i t o r :  S h e r r i  Clarkson. 
Pub l i shed  by Eden Press Women's Pub l i ca t i ons ,  245 V i c t o r i a  Ave., S u i t e  12, 
Mont rea l ,  g iebec,  Canada H3Z 2M6. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  prov ided by t h e  p u b l i s h e r )  

F i na l  goodbye from Chrysal  i s :  A Magazine o f  Women's Cu l tu re .  

I n  t h e  Win te r  1981 i s sue  o f  Femin is t  Co l l ec t i ons ,  we brought  word o f  t h e  
f o l d i n g  o f  C h r y s a l i s  magazfne, as  announced i n  Femin is t  Bookstores '  News le t te r .  
A  r e c e n t  1  e t t e r  f rom t h e  Ch rysa l i s  e d i t o r s  ( K i r s t e n  Grimstad, Peggy Kimbal l  , 
Deborah Marrow, Ar lene  Raven, and Susan Rennie) f i n a l l y  b r i ngs  t h e  news 
d i r e c t l y  and c o n c l u s i v e l y :  "We had hoped i t  would never come t o  t h i s - - bu t ,  
a l a s ,  a f t e r  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  years  w i t h  extreme f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  
C h r y s a l i s  has ceased pub l i ca t i on . "  The e d i t o r s  express hope t h a t  C h r y s a l i s  
may re-emerge i n  t h e  f u t u r e  as t h e  Chrysal i s  Annual, o r  p o s s i b l y  t h e  Chrysal i s  
Occasional .  I n  t h e  meantime, t hey  a r e  making a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l e  t h e  remain ing 
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copies of Chr s a l i s ' s  ten published issues, Twenty-five complete se ts  of 
_Y_m issues 1 t h r o u g h  are available o n  a first-come, f i r s t  served basis for 

$100 prepaid; issues 1-9 will be sold for $75. Single issues, where 
available,  will be priced as follows ( ins t i tu t ional  prices will be somewhat 
higher ) : 

Issue 1 $12.50 Issue 5 $ 5.00 
Issue 2 5.00 Issue 7 5.00 
Issue 3 5.00 Issue 8 5.00 
Issue 4 10.00 

These back issues may be ordered from: Peggy Kimball , 2026 Palm Drive, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. This i s  an excellent (and f i na l )  opportunity for 
l i b r a r i e s  t o  acquire an exceptionally f ine  feminist publication. The Chrysalis 
editors close the i r  l e t t e r  w i t h  a plea for support for feminist publishing: 
"Unfortunately, o u r  experience with C h r  s a l i s  i s  n o t  unique; these are very 
d i f f i c u l t  times for feminist pub1 ish e- ng in general.. . .Feminist pub1 ishing has 
been vital  in breaking women's long silence; the out le ts  we have l e f t  a r e  
precious voices in th i s  time of backlash. Support them so that our voices 
can continue t o  be heard." 

ROOK RCVIEWS 
SELECTED TEXTS IN LESBIAN STUDIES 

( 1 )  Fiction and Poetry 

Elly Bul kIn and Joan Larkin, eds., Lesbian Poetry: An Antholoqy. 
Watertown, Mass.: Persephone Pr-ess, 1981. $10 . 95 , IS BN 0-930436-08-3. 
L C  81-2607. 

Jan Clausen, Mother, S i s t e r ,  Daughter, Lover: Stories. Trumansburg, N . Y . :  
Crossing Press, 1980. $4.95, ISBN 0-89594-033-7. LC 80-1 6386. 

Sally Miller Gearhart, The Wanderqround: Stories of the Hill Women. 
Watertown, Mass. : Persephone Press, 1978. $6.00, ISBN 0-9304'36-02-4. 

Jane Rule, Outlander: Short Stories and Essays. Tallahassee, f l a .  : Naiad 
Press, 1981 . $6.95, ISBN 0-930044-1 7-7. L C  80-84221 . 

Joanna Russ, On Strike Aqainst God. Brooklyn, N . Y .  : O u t  & O u t  Books, 
1980. $3.50, ISBN 0-91 8314-1 3-5. LC 80-1 2684. 

Ann Allen Shockley, The Black and White of I t .  Tallahassee, Fla. : Naiad 
Press, 1980. $3.95, ISBN 0-930044-1 5-0. LC 80-80380. 

Nancy Toder, Choices: A Novel About Lesbian Love. Watertown, Mass.: 
Persephone Press, 1 980. $6.00, ISBN 0-930$36-05-9. LC 80-20836. 

( 2 )  Lesbians Document Their Own Lives 

R u t h  Baetz, Lesbian Crossroads : Personal Stories of Lesbian Struggles and 
Trium hs. New York: Will iam Morrow, 1980. $10.95, ISBN 0-688-0371 2-7. 
6 4 4 0 .  

Barbara Baracks and  Kent J a r r a t t ,  eds., Saqe Writings: From the Lesbian and 
Gay Men's Writinq Workshop a t  Senior Action in a Gay Environment. New 
York: Teachers and Writers Collaborative Pub1 ications. $2.50. 
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A l i c e  Bloch, L i f e t i m e  Guarantee. Watertown, Mass.: Persephone Press, 
1981 . $6.95. ISBN 0-930-43609-1 . 

M i c h e l l e  ~l iff, c i a i m i n q  an I d e n t i t y  They Taught Me t o  Despise. Watertown, 
Mass.: Persephone Press, 1980. $4.00, ISBN 0-930436-06-7. 

Margaret  Cruikshank, ed., The Lesbian Path: 37 Lesbian W r i t e r s  Share T h e i r  
Personal  Experiences, Viewpoints,  Traumas and JOYS. Monterey, Ca. : 
Ansel Press, 1980. $6.95. ISBN 0-91 221 6-20-4. LC 79-5291 3. 

JEB ( ~ o i n  E. ~ i r e n ) ,  Eye t o  ~ ~ e :  P o r t r a i t s  o f  Lesbians. Washington, D.C.: 
Glad Hag Books, 7979. $8.95, ISBN 0-96031 16-0-0. LC 79-53946. 

Audre Lorde, The Cancer Journa ls .  A rgy le ,  N.Y .: Sp ins te rs ,  Ink., 1980. 
$4.00, ISBN 0-933216-03-3. LC 80-53110. 

Che r r f e  Moraga and G l o r i a  AnzaldGa, eds., Th i s  B r i dge  C a l l e d  My Back: 
W r i t i n g s  by Radical  Women o f  Color.  Watertown, Mass. : Persephone 
Press. 1 981 . $8.95, ISBN 0-930436-1 0-5. 

J. R .  ~ o b e r t s ,  comp.,   lack Lesbians:  An Annotated B ib l i og raphy .  
Tal lahassee. ma.: Naiad Press. 1981. $5.95 ( i n d i v i d u a l s ) :  $8.00 . - 
( i n s t i t u t i o n s ) ,  ISBN 0-930044-21 -5. LC 81 -80662. 

J u l i a  Penelope S tan ley  and Susan J. Wolfe, The Coming Out S t o r i e s .  
Watertown, Mass. : Persephone Press, 1980. $6.95, ISBN 0-930436-03-2. 
LC 79-27073. 

" ( 3 )  S tud ies  i n  t h e  Soc ia l  Sciences and ?-lumanities 

V i r g i n i a  R. Brooks, M i n o r i t y  S t ress  and Lesbian Women. Lex ington,  Mass. : 
D.C. Heath, 1981. $22.95, ISBN 0-669-03953-5. LC 80-81 16. 

E. M. E t t o r r e ,  i e sb ians ,  women-and Soc ie ty .  London: Rout ledge & Kegan Paul ,  
1980. $1 8.95, ISBN 0-7100-0546-6; pap., $7.95, ISBN 0-7100-0330-7. 
LC 79-41 237. 

L i l l i a n  Faderman, Surpassing t h e  Love o f  Men: Romantic F r iendsh ips  and 
Love Between Women f rom t h e  Renaissance t o  t h e  Present .  New York: 
W i l l  iam Morrow, 1981 . pap., $10.95, ISBN 0-688-00396-6. 

Sasha Gregory Lewis, Sunday's Women: - A  Report  on Lesbian L i f e  Today. 
Boston: Beacon Press. 1979. $1 0.9% ISBN 0-8070-3794-x; pap., $5.95, - ,  
ISBN 0-8070-3795-8. LC 78-53655. 

A l i c e  E. Moses, I d e n t i t y  Manaqement i n  Lesbian Women. New York: Praeger, 
1978. $1 7.95. ISBN 0-03-047641-0. LC 78-23742. 

Barbara Ponse, I d e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  Lesbian World: The Soc ia l  Cons t ruc t i on  o f  
S e l f .  Westport, Conn. : Greenwood Press, 1978. $17 50 - . ,  
ISBN 0-8371-9889-5. LC 77-84763. 

Donna M. Tanner, The Lesbian Couple. Lexington, Mass.: D. C. Heath, 1978. 
$1 5.95, ISBN 0-669-020/8-8. LC 77-1 6720. 

Deborah Go1 eman Wol f, The Lesbian Community. Berke ley:  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Cal i f o r n i a  Press, 1979. $1 2.95, ISBN 0-520-03657-3; pap., $4.95, 
ISBN 0-520-04248-4. LC 77-93478. 

The s i l e n c e  surrounding l e s b i a n  1 i ves  i s  f i n a l l y  be ing broken n o t  o n l y  by  l e s b i a n -  
f e m i n i s t  presses (wh ich  have been p u b l i s h i n g  l e s b i a n  m a t e r i a l  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  
1970s) b u t  a l s o  by academic presses and t r a d e  pub l i shers .  Lesb ian s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  
g a i n i n g  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a t  t h e  same t ime  t h a t  l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g s  
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i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  genres a r e  be ing  produced a s  p a r t  o f  a  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  
c r e a t e  a  contemporary l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  by, f o r ,  and about  l e s b i a n s .  W i t h  t h i s  
welcome p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  t e x t s ,  a  s i n g l e  r e v i e w  essay s t r a i n s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  adequate coverage. What f o l l o w s  i s  a  b r i e f  ove rv iew h i g h l i g h t i n g  some o f  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t e x t s  1  i s t e d  above. Because o f  space 1  i m i t a t i o n s ,  even t h i s  
l i s t i n g  i s  n o t  comple te  and i n c l u d e s  o n l y  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  new t e x t s .  

I n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  f i c t i o n ,  G e a r h a r t ' s  Wanderqround, a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n t e r -  
r e l a t e d  s t o r i e s  t h a t  p o s i t  a  u t o p i a n  women's community away f rom t h e  v i o l e n t  
c i t i e s  o f  men, p r o v i d e s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  example o f  l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  
because t h e  book i n s t a n t l y  became a  g r a s s - r o o t s  b e s t  s e l l e r  among l e s b i a n s  
ac ross  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Gearhar t ' s  v i s i o n  c l e a r l y  spoke t o  t h e  needs o f  l e s b i a n s  
t o  imagine a  w o r l d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  o u r  own, where women do n o t  depend on men; 
where t h e r e  i s  no s e p a r a t i o n  between t h e  n a t u r a l  and t h e  human; where spoken 
language i s  n o t  t h e  p r i m a r y  b a s i s  f o r  communication; where l o v e ,  t r u s t ,  under-  
s t a n d i n g ,  and c o o p e r a t i o n  a r e  t h e  norm. Though much applauded, The Wanderground 
has a l s o  been c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  i g n o r i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  a c t u a i l y  separa te  
women and f o r  r o m a n t i c i z i n g  women's b i o l o g i c a l  and i n t u i t i v e  powers. A c h a p t e r  
t h a t  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  women work ing  w i t h  t h e  " g e n t l e s "  (gay men) has 
a l s o  aroused some c o n t r o v e r s y ,  b u t  t h e  impact  o f  t h e  book c o n t i n u e s  t o  be 
enormous . 
I n  t h e  " o u t - o f - t h e - c l o s e t "  days o f  t h e  e a r l y  and mid-1 !VOs, most l e s b i a n  
l i t e r a t u r e  was i n t e n t  on d e v e l o p i n g  l e s b i a n  p r i d e  and c e l e b r a t i n g  l e s b i a n  
exper ience.  More r e c e n t l y ,  l e s b i a n s  have come t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  i n i t i a l  
enthusiasm f o r  u n i t y  l e d  t o  t h e  b l u r r i n g  o f  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  among l e s b i a n s  i n  
terms o f  race ,  c l a s s ,  age, educat ion,  e t h n i c  h e r i t a g e ,  p h y s i c a l  appearance and 
( d i s ) a b i l  i t i e s .  Much o f  t h e  new f i c t i o n ,  p o e t r y ,  and s e l  f -documentat ion recog-  
n i z e s  t h i s  d i v e r s i t y  and asks us t o  come t o  terms w i t h  i t .  T h i s  consciousness 
in forms t h e  Lesb ian  P o e t r y  an tho logy ,  by f a r  t h e  b e s t  and most f a r - r a n g i n g  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p o e t r y  by  l e s b i a n s  who w r i t e  i n  E n g l i s h .  I t s  aim, i n  wh ich i t  
succeeds, i s  t o  show t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  and d i ' ve rs i t y  o f  l e s b i a n  i d e n t i t y  and 
exper ience.  Women o f  c o l o r  a r e  v e r y  w e l l  represented.  The two essays by 
E l l y  Bul  k i n ,  wh ich f rame t h e  poems, p r o v i d e  an e x c e l l e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  and 
shou ld  be e s p e c i a l l y  u s e f u l  f o r  t h o s e  who a r e  b n l y  b e g i n n i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  l e s b i a n  
m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e i r  c lasses .  

The g r e a t e r  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  l e s b i a n s  o f ' c o l o r  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  new development i n  
1  esb ian  w r i t i n g s .  T h i s  group o f  1  esb ians i s  p a r t i c u l a r 1  y v u l n e r a b l e ,  s i n c e  
coming o u t  as a l e s b i a n  o f  c o l o r  may j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  e t h n i c  com- 
m u n i t y  w i t h o u t  guaran tee ing  acceptance by t h e  p redominan t l y  w h i t e  l e s b i a n -  
f e m i n i s t  community. Shock1 e y ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h u s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  because 
i t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  book o f  l e s b i a n  s t o r i e s  by a  B l a c k  w r i t e r .  The s t o r i e s  a r e  
power fu l ,  o f t e n  b i t t e r ,  and r e f l e c t  t h e  impact  o f  r a c i s m  and homophobia on t h e  
1  i v e s  o f  m o s t l y  m i d d l e - c l a s s  B l a c k  l e s b i a n s .  T h i s  B r i d q e  C a l l e d  My Back i s  n o t  
an  e n t i r e l y  l e s b i a n  an tho logy ,  b u t  t h e  number o f  l e s b i a n  c o n t r i b u t o r s  i s  sub- 
s t a n t i a l .  T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n ,  wh ich i n c l u d e s  p o e t r y  and essays by  we1 1 -known and 
new w r i t e r s ,  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  need f o r  u n i t y  y e t  faces t h e  v e r y  
r e a l  d i v e r s i t y  among women o f  c o l o r  who a r e  separated by e t h n i c i t y ,  language, 
c l a s s ,  h i e r a r c h i e s  o f  c o l o r ,  he te rosexua l  p r i v i l e g e ,  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  
a f f e c t  a1 1  women. J. R. Rober ts '  t ho rough  and we l l -anno ta ted  b i b 1  iog raphy ,  
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B l a c k  Lesb ians,  i s  a  ma jo r  p u b l i s h i n g  even t  which shou ld  be g r e e t e d  w i t h  
enthus iasm by r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  B l a c k  s t u d i e s ,  l e s b i a n  s t u d i e s ,  and women's 
s t u d i e s ,  s i n c e  most o f  i t s  m a t e r i a l  i s  p r o b a b l y  n o t  indexed elsewhere.  I t  
i s  t h o u g h t f u l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t o p i c  chap te rs ,  i n c l u d i n g  oppress ion,  r e s i s t a n c e  
and 1  i b e r a t i o n ,  1  i t e r a t u r e  and c r i t i c i s m ,  photography, p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and music.  

Jewish l e s b i a n s  a r e  a l s o  b e g i n n i n g  t o  document t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  o f  t h e i r  
exper ience  (Persephone w i l l  p u b l i s h  an  a n t h o l o g y  o f  Jewish l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g s  i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1982).  Toder ' s  nove l ,  Choices, i s  t h e  f i r s t  l e s b i a n  nove l  s i n c e  
R i v e r f i n q e r  Women (1974) w i t h  a  Jewish backdrop; i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  nove l  t o  
document t h e  way i n  which l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t  t h e o r i z i n g  about  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  has 
a c t u a l l y  made an impact  on our  persona l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i v e s .  The second h a l f  
o f  t h e  nove l ,  wh ich i s  s e t  a t  a  s c h o l a r l y  conven t ion ,  shou ld  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i g h t  
those  who a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  women's caucuses o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

The Coming Out S t o r i e s ,  The Lesb ian  Path, and Lesb ian Crossroads r e p r e s e n t  
l e s b i a n  e f f o r t s  t o  p reven t  t h e  e r a s u r e  o f  l e s b i a n  e x i s t e n c e  and t o  h e l p  l e s b i a n s  
who may s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  " t h e  o n l y  ones." These a r e  i m p o r t a n t  books 
i n  wh ich l e s b i a n s  speak t o  o t h e r  l e s b i a n s  i n  t h e i r  own vo ices - -o f  t h e  con fus ion ,  
f e a r ,  pa in ,  and a l s o  t h e  j o y  and r e l i e f  a t  coming o u t  and f i n d i n g  a  s u p p o r t i v e  
community. JEB1s c o l l e c t i o n  o f  photographs o f  l e s b i a n s ,  Eye t o  Eye, serves a  
s i m i l a r  purpose. JEB t e l l s  us t h a t  she t o o k  her  f i r s t  l e s b i a n  p i c t u r e  because 
she had never a c t u a l l y  seen such images and f e l t  t h e  need f o r  v i s u a l  v a l i d a t i o n .  
The f e a r  o f  d i s c o v e r y  has made l e s b i a n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  l e a v e  a  v i s u a l  
r e c o r d  o f  l e s b i a n  l i v e s .  Sa e  W r i t i n  s  r e p r e s e n t s  another  h idden popu la t i on - -  
o l d  l e s b i a n s .  T h e i r  w r i t i n g s  * shou make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  l e s b i a n s  d i d  n o t  s p r i n g  
i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  f e m i n i s t  movement, b u t  have a lways e x i s t e d ,  everywhere, 
i n v i s i b l e  o n l y  o u t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  and f e a r .  Audre Lo rde  and A l i c e  B l o c h  b o t h  dea l  
w i t h  death:  Lorde d e s c r i b e s  h e r  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  b r e a s t  cancer;  B l o c h  documents 
h e r  s i s t e r ' s  d e a t h  f rom leukemia,  based on her  own d i a r y  e n t r i e s .  These 
s u b j e c t s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  new i s s u e s  i n  l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g s .  

Faderman's Surpass ing t h e  Love o f  Men, i s  an a m b i t i o u s  s t u d y  i n  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  a  w e a l t h  o f  d e t a i l  a b o u t  women's r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  women f rom 
t h e  Renaissance t o  t h e  p resen t ,  i n  works by  men as w e l l  as  women. I t s  r a t h e r  
c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t h e s i s - - t h a t  l e s b i a n s  b e f o r e  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  were p r o b a b l y  
n o t  g e n i t a l l y  sexual  because women were n o t  expected t o  be sexual ,  e s p e c i a l  1  y 
w i t h o u t  men--seems o v e r s t a t e d ,  and serves t o  desexual i z e  c e n t u r i e s  o f  l e s b i a n  
l i v e s ,  a l s o  making l e s b i a n s  more r e s p e c t a b l e  and l e s s  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  a  he te ro -  
s e x i s t  s o c i e t y .  The s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences ( b y  Brooks, E t t o r r e ,  Lewis, 
Moses, Ponse, Tanner, W o l f )  base t h e i r  ana lyses on surveys ( c h i e f l y  d a t a  f rom 
i n t e r v i e w s  and q u e s t i o n n a i r e s )  and f i e l d  work where t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  c o n s i d e r s  
h e r s e l f  a  " p a r t i c i p a n t - o b s e r v e r 1 '  even i f  she h e r s e l f  i s  n o t  a  l e s b i a n .  W h i l e  
a l l  o f  t hese  s t u d i e s  a f f i r m  t h e  "we l lness "  o f  l e s b i a n s ,  some ( e s p e c i a l l y  Moses) 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  use t h e  l a b e l  " d e v i a n t "  i n  i t s  more t e c h n i c a l ,  non- 
p e j o r a t i v e  sense, a  meaning t h a t  i s  s u r e l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e t r i e v e  f rom t h e  
o v e r l a y  o f  n e g a t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  These books v a r y  i n  t h e  degree t o  which t h e y  
r e f l e c t  f e m i n i s t  t h i n k i n g ,  though t o  some e x t e n t ,  a l l  do; most o f  them 
( i n i t i a l l y  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n s )  r e l y  on e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
t h e o r i e s  ( l a b e l  1  i n g  t h e o r y ,  i d e n t i t y  theory ,  s t r e s s  t h e o r y )  t o  p r o v i d e  a  
framework f o r  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l .  The b e s t  o f  these  books and a l s o  t h e  most u s e f u l  
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as a  genera l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  contemporary l e s b i a n  l i f e  i s  W o l f ' s  a n t h r o p o l o -  
g i c a l l y  based s t u d y  o f  t h e  San F ranc isco  l e s b i a n  community d u r i n g  t h e  years  
1972-75. The 1980 paperback e d i t i o n  o f  h e r  book i n c l u d e s  a  u s e f u l  update  and 
an a f t e r w o r d  wh ich  g i v e s  a  much condensed b u t  tho rough  overv iew o f  contemporary 
l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  s h o r t  s e c t i o n s  on conferences,  a r c h i v e s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f i l m ,  
s p i r i t u a l  i t y ,  l e s b i a n  motherhood, a r t i f i c i a l  i nsemina t ion ,  T h i r d  World women, 
l e s b i a n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p o l i t i c s ,  and a  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  l e s b i a n -  
f e m i n i s t  j o u r n a l s  which a r e  t h e  ma jo r  l i n k s  i n  t h e  l e s b i a n  communicat ion 
network.  

W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Bae tz '  book, a l l  o f  t h e  f i c t i o n ,  p o e t r y  and self-documen- 
t a t i o n s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  by smal l  independent presses, w h i l e  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i s  produced by t h e  academic and t r a d e  publ  i s h e r s .  Many 
l e s b i a n - f e m i n i s t s ,  i n  f a c t ,  p r e f e r  t o  publ  i s h  w i t h  l e s b i a n  presses, because t h e y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  v i t a l  f o r  l e s b i a n s  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  own w r i t i n g s ;  
t h e y  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  l e s b i a n  presses i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days o f  t h e  second wave, t h e r e  would be no l e s b i a n  c u l t u r e  today.  Because smal l  
p resses o f t e n  a r e  unab le  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e i r  books as w i d e l y  as mainstream 
p u b l i s h e r s ,  i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  t o  b u i l d  a  comple te  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  l e s b i a n  books and j o u r n a l s ,  so t h a t  l e s b i a n  l i v e s  w i l l  never 
a g a i n  become i n v i s i b l e .  

-- Eve lyn  T o r t o n  Beck 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Wisconsin-Madison 

[Eve lyn T o r t o n  Beck i s  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  Comparative L i t e r a t u r e ,  German, 
and Women's S t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t v  o f  Wisconsin-Madison. Her most r e c e n t  
book i s  The Pr ism o f  Sex: Essays i n  'the S o c i o l o g y  o f  Knowledge ( c o - e d i t e d  w i t h  
J u l i a  Sherman), U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in  Press, 1979. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  e d i t i n g  
a  new c o l l  e c t i o n ,  N i c e  Jewish G i r l s :  A  Lesb ian  An tho logy  (Persephone Press, t o  
appear 1982). For t h e  n e x t  academic y e a r  she w i l l  be on l e a v e  as t h e  Jane 
Watson I r v i n g  P r o f e s s o r  o f  Comparat ive L i t e r a t u r e  and Women's S t u d i e s  a t  
H a m i l t o n C o l l e g e , C l i n t o n , N e w Y o r k . ]  - 

\ 

Addresses o f  smal l  presses : 

The Naiad Press 
P.O. Box 10543 
Ta l lahassee,  Fla. 32302 

Persephone Press 
P.O. Box 7222 
Watertown, Mass. 021 72 

Teachers and W r i t e r s  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  Pub1 i c a t i o n s  
84 F i f t h  Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10011 

Angel Press 
171 Webster S t .  
Monterey, Ca. 93940 

The Cross ing  Press Glad Hag Books 
Trumansburg, N.Y. 14886 Box 2934 

Washington, D.C. 2001 3  
Out & Out Books 
476 2nd S t .  Sp ins te rs ,  Ink .  
B rook lyn ,  N.Y. 11215 Rd. 1  

A rgy le ,  N.Y. 12809 * * * * * 
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THE CLASS VS. GENDER DEBATE IN  THE LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE 

H e l e i e t h  I. B. S a f f i o t i ,  Women i n  Class Society.  New York: Monthly Review 
Press, 1978. 378 pp. $16.50, ISBN 0-85345-41 5-9; pap., $6.95, ISBN 
0-85345-530-9. LC 76-761 70. 

Ten years a f t e r  i t  was f i r s t  publ ished i n  Portuguese, S a f f i o t i ' s  work on t h e  
r o l e  o f  gender i n  c lass  s o c i e t i e s ,  w i t h  i t s  case s tudy o f  women i n  B r a z i l ,  has 
become a v a i l a b l e  i n  Engl ish.  Though i t s  argument was i n i t i a l l y  conceived a  
decade ago, Women i n  Class S o c i e t y  cont inues t o  address many o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
debates on women i n  L a t i n  America. Centra l  among these i s  t h e  c l a s s  vs. gender 
debate: t h e  d iscuss ion  o f  whether women's oppression has a  separate bas is  f rom 
c l a s s  oppression, o r  i s  s imply  a  p a r t i c u l a r  form o f  it. 

From t h e  ve ry  beginning, S a f f i o t i  re fuses  t o  g i ve  gender t h e  same importance as 
an a n a l y t i c a l  category as she g ives t o  soc ia l  c lass .  Instead, she seeks t o  
exp lo re  t h e  way i n  which gender r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  c l a s s  system. Thus she emphasizes 
c a p i t a l  ism's i n c a p a c i t y  t o  employ a1 1  p o t e n t i a l l y  employable people i n  soc ie ty ,  
showing how sexual s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  e x p l o i t e d  i n  the  exc lus ion  o f  women from 
p roduc t i ve  sec to rs  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  i s t  economy. Women become an essen t i a l  p a r t  
o f  t h e  ' r ese rve  army o f  t h e  unemployed,' brought i n t o  t h e  l a b o r  f o r c e  d u r i n g  
emergencies such as war, e a s i l y  marg ina l i zed  through t h e  use o f  gender c r i t e r i a  

' 
once t h e  emergency i s  over.  

S a f f i o t i  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  played by sexual s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  cap i -  
t a l i s t  economies by r e f e r r i n g  t o  B r a z i l i a n  data which show tha t ,  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i -  
t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  t h a t  country,  women's employment i n  t h e  p roduc t i ve  economy 
ac tua l  1  y decreased. Since labor -sav ing  technology was in t roduced almost 
immediate ly  i n  B r a z i l ,  she argues, t h e  i n i t i a l  phase o f  l a b o r - i n t e n s i v e  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  was bypassed and women were never massive ly  incorpora ted  i n t o  
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o r  force.  "The m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  female labor , "  she concludes, 

which i s  o f t e n  expla ined almost e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  terms o f  
p re jud ice ,  t h e  ves t iges  o f  a  ' t r a d i t i o n a l  soc ie ty , '  and 
t h e  low l e v e l  o f  economic development, t u r n s  o u t  t o  be a  
consequence o f  t h e  f u l l  development o f  c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  
o f  production.1 

I n  t h e  end, there fo re ,  S a f f i o t i  sees gender s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and women's oppress ion 
as v i t a l  bu t t resses  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system. Since i t  i s  i n  the  i n t e r e s t  o f  
c a p i t a l  t o  marginal  i z e  women from t h e  p roduc t i ve  economy, i t i s  c a p i t a l  , r a t h e r  
than men, which oppresses women. 

Th is  t h e o r e t i c a l  perspec t i ve  i s  found i n  much o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  L a t i n  ~ m e r i c a , 2  
where the  ana l ys i s  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  on i t s  own terms--as a  r e l a t i v e l y  autonomous 
form o f  oppression--has rece ived  f a r  l e s s  a t t e n t i o n  than i t  has i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  
on Europe and t h e  Un i ted  States. I t  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  c l ass  should tend t o  
take  precedence over gender i n  t h e  ana l ys i s  o f  women's oppression i n  L a t i n  
American s o c i e t i e s ,  where c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  so s t a r k  and deep.3 However, 
those  working w i t h i n  t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  perspec t i ve  have tended t o  over look t h e  
household as a  u n i t  o f  ana lys is .  As a  r e s u l t ,  they f a i l  t o  analyze gender 
r e l a t i o n s  as they  e x i s t  and a re  reproduced w i t h i n  t h e  f am i l y ,  as we l l  as t h e  
impact o f  f a m i l y  o rgan i za t i on  on the  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f .  
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Some r e c e n t  work, however, has begun t o  ana lyze  t h e  r o l e  o f  household and 
community w i t h i n  t h e  m u l t i - f a c e t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between gender and c l a s s  i n  
L a t i n  America. Carmen Diana Deere, f o r  example, has ana lyzed  t h e  household 
economy t o  show t h a t ,  when r u r a l  men m i g r a t e  t o  work i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s e c t o r ,  
t h e i r  w ives '  work i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  subs is tence  goods a l l o w s  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
t o  h i r  t h e  men a t  l e s s  t h a n  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  wage, l o w e r i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  l a b o r  
power.9 I n  h e r  s t u d y  o f  a  r u r a l  Mexican community, Ka te  Young has begun t o  
e x p l o r e  t h e  v a r i o u s  forms t a k e n  by  p a t r i a r c h y  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  s o c i a l  and 
economic change, a r g u i n g  t h a t  changes i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  rep roduc t ion - -as  w e l l  
as  product ion- -must  be t a k e n  i n t o  account  i n  o r d e r  o  unders tand t h e  way 
female  r o l e s  change under t h e  impact  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  S 
Research such as t h a t  o f  Deere and Young r e p r e s e n t s  a  new d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  
1 i t e r a t u r e  on L a t i n  America, combin ing as i t  does e a r l i e r  work on gender i n  
c l a s s  s o c i e t y ,  such as  S a f f i o t i ' s ,  w i t h  some o f  t h e  v a l u a b l e  f e m i n i s t  i n s i g h t s  
and methods developed i n  an a n a l y s i s  o f  pa t r i a rchy .6  Given t h e  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  
s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s y n t h e s i s  w i l l  
n o t  be a  mere carbon copy o f  work done on o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  wor ld .  B u t  f o r  
t h i s  v e r y  reason, i t  shou ld  i n c r e a s e  ou r  unders tand ing  o f  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  i n t e r -  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p a t r i a r c h y  and c l a s s ,  and, by u s i n g  t h e  household o r  
community as  u n i t s  f o r  e m p i r i c a l  s tudy ,  h e l p  us t o  see more c l e a r l y  t h e  i n t e r n a l  
work ings  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  i t s e l f .  

-- F l o r e n c i a  E. M a l l o n  

[ F l o r e n c i a  E. M a l l o n  i s  an A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  L a t i n  American and T h i r d  World 
h i s t o r y  a t  Marque t te  U n i v e r s i t y .  She i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  s t u d y  on t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  
t o  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  Peru f o r t h c o m i n g  f rom P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  Press.] 
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