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. . . many pub l i she rs  cons ide r  t h e  w h i t e  male v iewpo in t  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  1  i t e r a r y  pe rspec t i ve .  Books by b lacks ,  
o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  and even by women a re  thought  o f  as l i t -  
t l e  more than fads  and c u r i o s i t i e s .  . . . So bookstores 
become w h i t e  e t h n i c  bookstores; t h e  predominant c l a s s  
represented  t h e r e  i s  w h i t e  males 

I n  a  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  New York Times Book Review, Me1 Watkins surveyed 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  c u r r e n t 1  y  c o n f r o n t i n g  b lack  novel i s t s  i n  search o f  
publ i s h e r s  .2 A f t e r  d iscuss ions  w i t h  prominent b lack  au thors  and publ i s h e r s ,  
Watkins concluded t h a t  t h e  l a s t  decade has seen a  " d r a s t i c  s h i f t "  i n  t h e  r e -  
c e p t i v i t y  o f  commercial p u b l i s h e r s  t o  b lack  w r i t i n g .  Whereas i n  t h e  l a t e  
601s ,  b lack  w r i t e r s  found themselves a c t i v e l y  wooed by t h e  publ i s h i n g  wor ld,  
Watkins s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1980s, "Not  o n l y  a r e  p u b l i s h e r s  no t  t a k i n g  
b lack  w r i t e r s  on t h e i r  'own terms, '  i n c r e a s i n g l y  they  a r e  no l onge r  t a k i n g  
them a t  a l l  ." 
The dismal s t a t e  o f  b lack  p u b l i s h i n g  c o n t r a s t s  sha rp l y  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  pub- 
l i s h i n g  scene i n  women's s t u d i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  as we i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  s t r u g g l e  t o  
s t a y  ab reas t  o f  a l l  t h a t ' s  coming ou t ,  and t o  somehow summarize t h e  c u r r e n t  
l i t e r a t u r e  i n  ou r  c o n s t a n t l y  expanding p u b l i c a t i o n ,  New Books on Women & Fem- 
in ism,  we o f t e n  f e e l  we a r e  about t o  be bu r i ed  i n  t h e  avalanche. The heyday 
o f  women's s t u d i e s  p u b l i s h i n q  has f o l l o w e d  f i v e  t o  t e n  years  a f t e r  t h e  l a t e s t  
b lack  l i t e r a r y  renaissance,  j u s t  as t h e  f l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  women's move- 
ment came upon t h e  heels  of  t h e  b lack  movement. 
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NEWS FROm U.W.- LA CROSSE 
The I n s t i t u t e  for  Women's Studies began a t  the University of Wisconsin--La Crosse 
i n  1975 as an attempt to implement the  recommendations of the University of 
Wisconsin Task Force on Women's Studies. Through the hard work of the  early 
directors  Judith Green and Vivian Munson and the Women's Studies Committee, s ix  
years l a t e r  Women's Studies a t  UW-L flourishes both as  a c red i t  program and 
one tha t  sponsors many a c t i v i t i e s  on campus re la t ing to women and the i r  wi- 
dening roles  i n  society. Both the c red i t  and non-credit programs, though they 
focus - on women's experience, a re  intended for  men as well as women. 

A f i f t een  c red i t  c e r t i f i c a t e  i n  Women's Studies i s  available to students.  In- 
troduction to Women's Studies, an interdiscipl inary course tha t  allows students 
to explore many issues about women and the i r  achievements, i s  one requirement 
of the ce r t i f i ca t e .  Many experts from such diverse f ie lds  as mathematics, 1 i -  
t e ra ture ,  and anthropology guest l ec ture  in the course. Also required for  the 
c e r t i f i c a t e  i s  a women's studies seminar, offered for the f i r s t  time spring 
semester, 1981. The topic for  the seminar will vary. Currently i t  i s  on "Ma- 
g i c ,  Witchcraft, and the Healing Arts.' '  Students can sa t i s fy  the other required 
hours for  the c e r t i f i c a t e  w i t h  such courses as women and l i t e r a t u r e ,  women in 
history,  sex ro les ,  women and society,  e t c . ,  or by doing independent study with 
any of the  women's studies faculty.  

The I n s t i t u t e  for  Women's Studies also operates the Women's Studies Resource 
Center, which offers  books, journals, magazines, pamphlets, and a cl ipping 
f i l e .  Students and other people i n  the  University and the community can find 
information on women's s tudies ,  the current women's movement, legal r ights  for 
women, non-sexist education, and broadening career and l i f e  choices. To pub-  
l i c i z e  the center and the women's studies programs, Women's Studies has hosted 
a number of events in the Resource Center: These have included an open house, 
evenings of women's creative writ ings,  and weekly brown bag lunches. Sometimes 
these lunches have themes, such as  services available to women on campus; other 
times they a r e  purely social .  

The I n s t i t u t e  for  Women's Studies a lso sponsors a number of other programs and 
events. In the  f a l l  of 1980, the  In s t i t u t e  for  Women's Studies, i n  coordina- 
tion w i t h  the General Honors Program, i n i t i a t ed  a colloquium ser ies  en t i t l ed  
"Conversations," in honor of Magaret Fuller.  To begin the se r ies ,  anthropolo- 
g i s t  Susannah Lloyd spoke about the religious implications of contemporary 
witchcraft.  Other programs have included a lec ture  on Toxic Shock Syndrome, 
forums on women's experience on th i s  campus tha t  cut across race and age, and 
lectures  on women's history.  In April the  In s t i t u t e  will p u t  on a one day 
conference, funded by the Wisconsin Humanities Committee, on New Styles of 
Families. This conference, aimed especially a t  adults in the community, will 
have feminist journal is t  and poet Karen Lindsey as a key note speaker, work- 
shops led by experts in the social service f i e l d s ,  and a panelist  of humanists 
discussing the family in l i t e r a t u r e ,  history, and other cultures.  
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With  a suppo r t i ve  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and t h e  enthusiasm o f  s tudents,  f a c u l t y ,  and 
s t a f f ,  Women's S tud ies  a t  UW-L has developed i n t o  a v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  Un iver -  
s i t y  community. 

--Carole Levin,  D i r e c t o r  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Women's S tud ies  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin - La Crosse 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601 

FEmlNIST BOOKSTORES IN WISCONSIN 
With  t h f s  i ssue  o f  Femin is t  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  we a r e  pleased t o  be a b l e  t o  p u b l i s h  
t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  i n  our  new s e r i e s  on f e m i n i s t  bookstores i n  Wisconsin. We 
hope, o f  course, t h a t  through t h f s  s e r i e s  our  readers w i l l  become more f a m i l -  
i a r  w i t h  t h e  bookstores t h a t  we have i n  Wisconsin. We a r e  a l s o  hopeful  t h a t  
readers w i l l  g a i n  deeper awareness o f  what a complex business f e m i n i s t  book- 
s t o r e s  a r e  and o f  t h e  chal lenges these bookstores face  i f  they  a r e  t o  su rv i ve .  
F i n a l l y ,  we hope t h a t  our readers w i l l  become newly committed t o  suppor t ing  
these impor tan t  resources f o r  our  f e m i n i s t  communities. 

Rose Katz has w r i t t e n  t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  on A Room o f  One's Own 
i n  Madison. I n  upcoming issues o f  Femin is t  Co l l ec i t ons ,  we p l a n  t o  p u b l i s h  
a r t i c l e s  on Sistermoon i n  Milwaukee, Mother Courage i n  Racine, and Kaleidoscope 
i n  Oshkosh. 

A ROOM OF ONE'S OWN, MADISON, WISCONSIN 

A Room o f  One's Own Bookstore i n  Madison i s  one o f  over  70 f e m i n i s t  bookstores 
around t h e  coun t r y  and one o f  e i g h t  i n  t h e  immediate area between Minneapol is  
and Chicago ( t h e  o the r  seven a r e  Sistermoon, Mother Courage, and Kaleidoscope 
i n  Milwaukee, Racine and Oshkosh, r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  Amazon Bookstore i n  Minneapol is ,  
P l a i n s  Woman Bookstore i n  Iowa City, and Jane Addams and Women and C h i l d r e n  
F i r s t  i n  Chicago). A Room o f  One's Own ce lebra ted  i t s  s i x t h  ann iversary  t h i s  
pas t  January. I t was founded by a group o f  f i v e  women who brought a v a r i e t y  o f  
t a l e n t s  and s k i l l s  t o  t he  business, a1 though o n l y  one had worked i n  a bookstore 
p rev ious l y .  They be l i eved  t h a t  t h e r e  was a need f o r  a woman-oriented bookstore 
i n  Madison and t h a t  Madison had a s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c t i v e  f e m i n i s t  community t o  
suppor t  such a venture.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  c o r n u n i t y  showed i t s  suppor t  be fo re  t h e  
s t o r e  ever opened, by l oan ing  and donat ing t h e  c a p i t a l  needed t o  open. Bus i -  
ness and i n v e n t o r y  have grown s t e a d i l y  each year  s ince .  The bookstore i s  owned 
and operated as a worke r ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  and a l l  major  dec is ions  about t h e  business 
a r e  made by t h e  seven s ta f f -owners .  Day t o  day dec is ions  a r e  delegated t o  t h e  
group-appointed manager. 

A Room o f  One's Own i s  more than j u s t  a  bookstore. As an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  
women's community, i t  p lays  an impor tan t  r o l e  as an i n fo rma t i on  and r e f e r r a l  
cen te r  f o r  community events and serv ices .  I t  has prov ided books f o r  s a l e  a t  
conferences on women's issues around t h e  s t a t e  i n  areas where f e m i n i s t  books 
a r e  n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e ,  and i t  handles ma i l  orders from a l l  over  t h e  coun- 
try. Since i t s  opening, A Room o f  One's Own has c a r r i e d  textbooks f o r  Women's 
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S t u d i e s  and r e l a t e d  courses a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in  and UW-Extension. 
The b o o k s t o r e  p r o v i d e s  a  r e a d i n g  a r e a  w i t h  book r e v i e w s  and r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s ,  
s e l l s  t i c k e t s  f o r  women's c o n c e r t s ,  c o l l e c t s  books f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  women's 
she1 t e r s  and p r i s o n s ,  donates books f o r  community f u n d r a i s i  ng even ts ,  p r o v i d e s  
g a l l e r y  space f o r  women a r t i s t s ,  sponsors women's b a s k e t b a l l  and s o f t b a l l  teams, 
o f f e r s  a  s p e c i a l  d i s c o u n t  t o  n o n - p r o f i t  women's groups,  and donates  a  p o r t i o n  
o f  t - s h i r t  and p o s t e r  s a l e s  t o  t h e  ERA and Women's H e d i c a l  Fund. From t i m e  t o  
t i m e  i t  has a l s o  hos ted  r e c e p t i o n s  and au tog raph ings  f o r  such a u t h o r s  as Mary 
D a l y  (G n  e c o l o  ) ,  F l o  F ranke l  (Whatever Happened t o  C i n d e r e l l a ) ,  and C a m i l l e  
Yarbrough 'T-t" Cornrows).  I t  a l s o  promotes exposure t o  women's mus ic  by c a r r y i n g  
and p l a y i n g  woman-produced r e c o r d s  a t  t h e  s t o r e .  

A  Room o f  One's Own s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  books by, f o r ,  and abou t  women. Bes ides 
f i c t i o n  and p o e t r y ,  i t  s t o c k s  a  l a r g e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  books on  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y ,  
h i s t o r y  o f  women, l e s b i a n  1  i t e r a t u r e ,  p a r e n t i n g ,  work, v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women 
and c h i l d r e n ,  n o n - s e x i s t  c h i l d r e n ' s  books, books emphasiz ing t h e  chang ing r o l e s  
o f  men, and a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  gay men's 1  i t e r a t u r e .  I t  c a r r i e s  f e m i n i s t  p ress  
and s m a l l  p ress  t i t 1  es and f e m i n i s t  j o u r n a l s ,  newspapers, and r e v i e w i n g  media 
f r o m  a round  t h e  c o u n t r y .  L i k e  most  f e m i n i s t  bookstores ,  A  Room o f  One's Own 
r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on  Women i n  D i s t r i b u t i o n  (WIND) f o r  many o f  t h e  smal l  f e m i n i s t  
p ress  t i t l e s .  S i n c e  WIPD's c l o s i n g  two y e a r s  ago, o t h e r  sma l l  p ress  d i s t r i b -  
u t o r s  ( n o t a b l y  Bookpeople i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  C r o s s i n g  Press i n  New York, and Car- 
r i e r  P igeon i n  Massachuset ts )  have p i c k e d  up some, b u t  by no means a l l ,  o f  
t h e s e  presses.  C o n t i n u i n g  t o  c a r r y  many o f  t h e s e  t i t l e s  now means many d i r e c t  
o r d e r s  t o  sma l l  p resses,  r a t h e r  t h a n  one o r d e r  w i t h  WIND. Some t i t l e s  f r o m  
s m a l l  p resses a r e  now o r d e r e d  i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  where t h e  necessary  
minimum o r d e r  f rom t h a t  p ress  may be t o o  h i g h  t o  expec t  t o  s e l l  o v e r  a  reason-  
a b l e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  o r  where t h e  p ress  may o n l y  have one o r  two t i t l e s  o f  i n -  
t e r e s t  t o  o u r  customers.  

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  p u b l i s h i n g  f i r m s ,  A  Room o f  One's Own s u f f e r s  f rom 
many o f  t h e  problems exper ienced  by most  independent  bookse l  1  e rs ;  n o t a b l y  t h o s e  
o f  l o w  d i s c o u n t s  and s p i r a l i n g  s h i p p i n g  c o s t s  (wh ich  t h e  books to res ,  and n o t  
t h e  pub1 i s h e r s ,  a b s o r b ) .  Recent p o l i c y  changes b e i n g  adopted by  many p u b l i s h -  
e r s  i n c l u d e  h i g h e r  d i s c o u n t s ,  b u t  l a r g e r  p e n a l t i e s  on  r e t u r n s  o f  u n s o l d  books 
( o r ,  f o r  some p u b l i s h e r s ,  no r e t u r n s  a t  a l l ) .  The new changes g e n e r a l l y  s h o u l d  
b e n e f i t  s m a l l  bookstores ,  where buyers  know t h e i r  customers ' r e a d i n g  t a s t e s  
and can j u d g e  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e l y  what t i t l e s  and q u a n t i t i e s  w i l l  s e l l  a t  t h e i r  
s t o r e s .  Problems w i t h  t h e  new p o l i c i e s  w i l l  o c c u r  t o  some e x t e n t  w i t h  new r e -  
l e a s e s  ( b o o k s e l l e r s  w i l l  be l e s s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  chances on  unseen new t i t l e s )  
and t o  a  much l a r g e r  e x t e n t  w i t h  coursebooks,  where l a r g e  r e t u r n s  f r e q u e n t l y  
occu r ,  due t o  t h e  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  a c t u a l  c l a s s  e n r o l l m e n t s .  A  Room o f  One's 
Own uses some j o b b e r s  ( n o t a b l y  Baker and T a y l o r ) ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  o r d e r s  
d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e r  p u b l i s h e r s .  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  one p u b l i s h i n g  f i r m ,  
a l l  t h e  m a j o r  p u b l i s h e r s  extended c r e d i t  t o  A Room o f  One's Own e a r l y  i n  i t s  
h i s t o r y .  We a r e  v i s i t e d  r e g u l a r l y  b y  p u b l i s h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  a l l  t h e  
m a j o r  p u b l i s h e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  who a r e  themselves f e m i -  
n i s t s  seem t o  have much u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  o u r  p h i l o s o p h y  o r  c l i e n t e l e .  O the r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f t e n  have l i t t l e  concept  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i t l e s  and t ry  t o  
push books l i k e  50 Ways t o  F l a t t e n  Your Stomach. 
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L i b r a r i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  purchase books and records f o r  t h e i r  women's s tud ies  
c o l l e c t i o n s  from us. A Room o f  One's Own r e g u l a r l y  handles purchase orders 
from p u b l i c  and u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  voca t iona l  and publ i c  schools, and 
women's cen ters  and organ iza t ions  around the  s ta te .  Some publ i shers ,  how- 
ever, such as Arno o r  Scarecrow Press, f o r  example, which main ly  pub l i sh  
r e p r i n t s  o r  b ib l i og raph ies ,  p r i m a r i l y  s e l l  t o  l i b r a r i e s  and o f f e r  l i t t l e  o r  
no d iscount  t o  bookstores. Whi le these t i t l e s  can be specia l -ordered i f  r e -  
quested, l i b r a r i a n s  should bear i n  mind t h a t  we may have t o  r a i s e  the  p r i c e  
o f  t h e  book j u s t  t o  cover postage cos ts  and break even! With pub l i shers  
such as Arno o r  Scarecrow, therefore,  a  l i b r a r y  would do b e t t e r  t o  o rder  through 
i t s  own a c q u i s i t i o n s  department r a t h e r  than through a bookstore. We a r e  happy 
t o  do spec ia l  orders on t i t l e s  we do no t  o r d i n a r i l y  s tock.  We do ask f o r  a 
purchase order  o r  small depos i t  on a l l  spec ia l  orders.  

Plans f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  a t  A Room o f  One's Own inc lude  expanding ma i l  o rder  ser-  
v i ces  by b r i n g i n g  o u t  t o p i c a l  b o o k l i s t s  o r  news le t te rs  a t  q u a r t e r l y  o r  b i -  
month ly  i n t e r v a l s .  One obs tac le  t o  t h i s  endeavor i s  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  speed 
w i t h  which book p r i ces  inc rease and t i t l e s  go o u t  o f  p r i n t ,  making b o o k l i s t s  
obso le te  almost as soon as they a re  p r i n t e d .  With t h e  recent  tax  r u l i n g  which 
denies pub l i shers  dep rec ia t i on  allowances on warehouse stock, we a n t i c i p a t e  
t h a t  some t i t l e s  w i l l  go o u t  o f  p r i n t  even more r a p i d l y  i n  t he  f u t u r e .  Other 
p lans f o r  A Room o f  One's Own inc lude  expanding c e r t a i n  sect ions o f  t h e  book- 
s t o r e  and expanding non-book i tems i n  t he  s to re .  Non-book i tems ( f e m i n i s t  
posters,  postcards, t - s h i r t s ,  bumper s t i c k e r s ,  e tc . )  t y p i c a l l y  c a r r y  a l a r g e r  
d iscount  and a re  needed t o  help suppor t  t h e  book p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  business. A l -  
though t h e  s t o r e ' s  r a t e  o f  growth i s  s t i l l  above t h e  publ i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ' s  f i g -  
ures f o r  i n f l a t i o n ,  i n d i t a t i o n s  are  t h a t  our  r a t e  o f  growth i s  s l o w i n g  due t o  
t h e  general s t a t e  o f  t h e  economy. Development o f  a  more soph i s t i ca ted  system 
o f  i nven to ry  c o n t r o l  w i l l  be c r u c i a l  t o  r e g u l a t i n g  s tock accord ing t o  peak and 
s lack  per iods  d u r i n g  t h e  year .  

A Room o f  One's Own apprec iates suggestions from customers on new t i t l e s  we 
migh t  c a r r y  and feedback on books which customers have read. Cons t ruc t i ve  
c r i t i c i s m  and suggestions f o r  improving serv ices q re  always welcome. 

(A Room o f  One's Own Bookstore i s  l oca ted  a t  317 West Johnson S t ree t ,  Madison, 
Wisconsin, 53703. The telephone number i s  (608) 257-7888.) 

--Rose Katz 

[Rose Katz, A s s i s t a n t  Fanaqer a t  A Room of One's Own, graduated from the  Uni-  
v e r s i t y  of Wisconsin L i b r a r y  School i n  1973. She i s  an a c t i v e  member o f  Madison's 
Lesbian/Feminist  Community .I 
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WISCONSIN WO~T~EN'S HISTORY 

WISCONSIN WOMEN: A BIBLIOGRAPHIC CHECKLIST 

Mother mends my socks and s h i r t s ,  
Mother mends my coat ,  
Mebbe she cou ld  mend some laws, 
I f  she had t h e  vote.  

- -Suf f rage Banner 
Campaign o f  1912 

This  b i b l i o g r a p h y  about Wisconsin women i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  a s e r i e s  which w i l l  ap- 
pear i n  Femin is t  C o l l e c t i o n s .  The s e r i e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  re fe rences  t o  books, pe- 
r i o d i c a l s ,  manuscripts,  r e p o r t s ,  government documents, and n o n p r i n t  media which 
cover t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Wisconsin women. Th is  f i r s t  c h e c k l i s t  i s  publ ished t o  
commemorate Wisconsin Women's H i s t o r y  Week, March 8-14, 1981 . A d d i t i o n a l  cop- 
i e s  may be ob ta ined from Linda Parker,  Women's S tud ies  L ib rar ian-a t -Large .  

Brown, V i c t o r i a .  The Uncommon L i ves  o f  Common Women: The Miss inq  H a l f  o f  
Wisconsin H i s t o r y .  Madison: Wisconsin Feminis ts  P r o j e c t  Fund, 1975. 

B u t l e r ,  Anna B., Emma C. Bascom and Kathar ine  F. Ke r r ,  eds. Centennial  Records 
o f  t h e  Women o f  Wisconsin. Madison: Atwood & Culver ,  1876. 

Danky, James P., and Eleanor  McKay. Women's H i s t o r y :  Resources a t  t h e  S t a t e  
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie t y  o f  Wlsconsin. Madison: S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  19/5. 

Delqado, Jeanne Hunn icu t t .  " N e l l i e  Kedzie Jones's Advice t o  Farm Women: L e t t e r s  
horn- isc cons in, 1912-1916." Wisconsin Magazine o f  H i s t o r y ,  v .57; no;l 
(1973), pp.2-27. 

Dexheimer, F lorence Chambers. Daushters o f  t h e  American Revolut ion:  Sketches o f  
Wisconsin Pioneer -Women. F o r t  Atk inson:  W.O. Hoard & Sons Co., 1925. 

Droste, Jean Rasmussen. Women a t  Wisconsin. Madison: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 
1968. (Thesis)  

" F i r s t  Assemblywomen E lec ted  t o  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1924." Wisconsin Then and 
Now, v.25, 110.9 ( A p r i l  l979) ,  pp.2-3, 6. - 

Graves, Lawrence L. The Wisconsin Woman Su f f rage  Movement, 1848-1 920, Madison: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 1954. (Thesis)  

Hass, Paul H, "S in  i n  Wisconsin: The Teasdale Vice Committee o f  1913." Wiscon- 
s i n  Magazine of H i s to ry ,  v.49, no.2 (1966), pp.138-151. 
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Hinding, Andrea. Women's H i s t o r y  Sources: A Gulde t o  Archives and Manuscript  
Co l l ec t i ons  i n  t h e  Un i ted  States.  2vols .  New York: R.R. Bowker, 1979. (En- 
t r i e s  f o r  Wisconsin w i l l  be found i n  v.1. ~ ~ . 1 0 6 1 - 1 0 8 8 .  We w i l l  descr ibe  
some o f  these l o c a l  ho ld ings I n  u p c o m i n g ~ i ~ ~ u e s  o f  Feminis t  Co l l ec t i ons . )  

Hoevel er ,  Dlane Long. Milwaukee Women Yesterday. Milwaukee: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wis- 
consin Board o f  Regents, 1979. 

Hurn, E the l  A l i c e .  Wisconsin Women i n  t he  War Between t h e  Sta tes .  n.p.: Wiscon- 
s i n  H i s t o r y  Commission, 1911. 

Kidwel l ,  Clara Sue. "The Power o f  Women i n  Three American Ind ian  Soc ie t ies . "  
Journal o f  E thn ic  Studies, - v.6, no.3 (1978), pp.113-121. 

Kohler, Ruth Mir iam DeYoung. The S t o r y  of Wisconsin Women. Kohler :  Committee 
on Wisconsin Women f o r  t h e  1948 Wisconsin Centennial ,  1948. 

Krueger, L i l l  Ian.  Motherhood on t h e  Wisconsin F r o n t i e r .  Madison: S ta te  H i s t o r -  
i c a l  Society ,  1951 . 

McBeath, L ida  W .  "E lo i se  Gerry: A Woman o f  Forest Science." Journal o f  Forest 
H i s to ry ,  v.22, no.3 (1978!, pp.128-135. 

"Olympia Brown." U n i v e r s a l i s t  H i s t o r i c a l  Society,  Boston. Annual Journal (spe- 
c i a l  i s sue ) ,  v.4 (1963), pp.1-76. 

Pau On Lau, E s t e l l e .  " E l l e n  Sabin and t h e  Founding o f  Milwaukee-Downer Col lege." 
Old Northwest, v.3, no.1 (1977), pp.39-50. 

Rothaus, L e s l i e  G a i l .  The Women's Studies Program: A Case Study o f  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
Su rv i va l  o f  a Non-Tradi t ional  Program w i t h i n  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin- 
Madison. Madison: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 1980. (Thesis)  

Struna, Nancy, and Mary L. Remley. "~hysica-1 Edvcat ion f o r  Women a t  t he  Univer- 
s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 1863-1913: A H a l f  Century o f  Progress." Canadian Journal 
o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Spor t  and Physical  Education, v.4, no.1 (1973), pp.8-26. 

Swoboda, Marian J., and Audry J. Roberts, eds, University Women: A Ser ies o f  
Essays. Vol.  1:  They Came t o  Learn, They Came t o  Teach, They Came t o  Stax. 
Vol . 2: Wisconsin Women, Graduate School, and t h e  Professions. Vol . 3: - Women 
Emerge i n  t h e  Sevent ies. Madison: O f f i c e  o f  Women, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin 
System, 1980. 

Thoms , M i  1 dred Florence. War Work o f  Wisconsin Women 1860-1 91 9. Madison: Uni - 
v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 1921. (Thesis) 

Wal igorsk i ,  Ann S h i r l e y .  Soc ia l  Ac t i on  and Women: The Experience o f  L i z z h  B l a c k  
Kander. Madison: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin, 1970. (Thesis) 

.- .- 
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Wisconsin. S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .  Women's A u x i l i a r y .  Famous Wisconsin Women. 
Madison: Women's A u x i l i a r y ,  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  1971. 

--Cornpi 1  ed by L inda Parker ,  Women I s  
Studies L ib ra r i an -a t -La rge  f o r  
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin Sys- 
tem, w i t h  t h e  ass is tance o f  Donna 
Vuke l i ch  and Carolyn P l a t t .  

PERIODICRC NOTES 
As much o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  o f  FC i s  addressed t o  t h e  sub jec t  o f  f e m i n i s t  
presses and pub1 i s h i n g  (see ' ~ r o m t h e  E d i t o r s "  and "Femin is t  Bookstores i n  
Wisconsin"),  I have chosen t o  focus i n  t h i s  column on S i n i s t e r  Wisdom's r e -  
cen t  spec la l  i s s u e  on "Lesbian W r i t i n g  and ~ u b l i s h i n ~ . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I b r i n g  
word o f  y e t  another  f e m i n i s t  p e r i o d i c a l  which has ceased pubL ica t ion .  

S i n i s t e r  Wisdom no.13, Spr ing  1980: "Lesbian W r i t i n g  & Pub l i sh ing . "  E d i t e d  
by Beth  Hodges. A v a i l a b l e  from: Box 30541, 3136 R S t . ,  L i nco ln ,  Nebraska 68503. 
Subsc r i p t i ons :  $9.00. 

Th i s  i s  t h e  second spec la l  i s sue  on l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  pub l i shed 
by S i n i s t e r  Wisdom, t h e  f i r s t  hav ing appeared f o u r  years e a r l i e r  i n  F a l l  1976 
(v.1, no.2). E l l y  Bul k i n  opens t h i s  v e r y  f u l l  i s s u e  w i t h  her essay e n t i t l e d ,  
"Racism and W r i t i n g :  Some I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  White Lesbian C r i t i c s  ." Bul  k i n  a r -  
gues pe rsuas i ve l y  t h a t  w h i t e  1  esbian c r i t i c s ,  though a l e r t  t o  most i ns tances  
o f  homophobia i n  w r i t i n g s  they  c r i t i q u e ,  a r e  o f t e n  b l i n d  t o  t r aces  o f  rac ism. 
I n  t h e  course o f  t h i s  argument, Bul  k i n  o f fe rs  a  c a r e f u l  and d e t a i l e d  reapp ra i sa l  
o f  Mary Da ly ' s  much acclaimed Gyn/Ecoloqy, p o i n t i n g  o u t  Da l y ' s  " l e v e l i n g  o f  d i f -  
ference" between t h e  experiences o f  d i f f e r e n t  groups o f  women. Melanie Kaye's 
" C u l t u r e  Making: Lesbian C lass ics"  t a c k l e s  w i t h  w i t  and i r o n y  t h e  ques t ion  o f  
how one m i g h t  d e f i n e  a  l e s b i a n  " c l a s s i c . "  I n  "Dark Horse," Linda J. Brown d i s -  
cusses w r i t i n g  and p u b l i s h i n g  from t h e  pe rspec t i ve  o f  l esb ians  o f  c o l o r  ( "dark  
l esb ians "  i s  her  p r e f e r r e d  term), n o t i n g  how d r a s t i c a l l y  t h e  cond i t i ons  o f  wom- 
e n ' s  l i v e s  shape t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t s .  For example, Brown p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
p o e t r y  (as opposed t o  t h e  nove l )  may be t h e  p r e f e r r e d  form f o r  women who must 
work f u l l - t i m e  jobs--over and above t h e i r  w r i t i n g - - i n  o rder  t o  su rv i ve :  " .  . . . . t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o r  no t ime  t o  under take t h e  produc t ion  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  
a  long work." 

F i v e  impor tan t  new works o f  l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g  a r e  reviewed i n  t h i s  spec ia l  i s sue :  
~ o n d i t i b n s :  F ive;  The B lack  Women's Isrme (reviewed by Ruth Farmer); Mother 
S i s t e r ,  Daughter, Lover by Jan Clause"  (Cross ing Press, 1980; r e v i e w e m e n e  
Zahava) ; Between a Rock and a  Hard Place by Joan G i  bbs (February 3 r d  Press; 
reviewed by ~ i c h e f l e n i c o r n  by Audre Lorde (Norton, 1978; 
reviewed by H a r r i e t  Desmoi nes);peopl es by Moni que W i  t t i g  and Sande 
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Zeig (Avon Books, 1979; reviewed by Susanne Relyea) ; and True to Life Adventure 
Stor ies  edited by Judy Grahn (Diana Press; reviewed by JR Roberts). 

Perhaps the heart of the. volume i s  the section on publishers and pr inters .  
Interviews conducted w i t h  the women of major lesbian presses--Spinsters, Ink., 
Persephone Press, Time1 y Books, Helaine Victoria Press, and Metis Press- 
-make for  inspiring reading, yet  a t  the same time provide much n i t ty -gr i t ty  
information about the heroic endeavor tha t  feminist publishing i s .  This sec- 
t ion begins w i t h  an interview w i t h  Charlotte Bunch on women's publishing, i n  
which she s t a t e s :  

I think the  real question tha t  has never been answered i s  
do feminists consider the existence of the i r  own presses 
and publications important enough to  subsidize them? Be- 
cause unless the women's movement does subsidize those, 
most of t h e m  will not go on exist ing.  Most of them a r e  
r igh t  now subsidized by a small group of people giving 
volunteer labor and money. Most of the presses survive 
on the money that  comes from people working outside jobs. 

Chris Johnson of Metis Press underscored t h i s  point i n  the course of her interview: 

Every few months, I get  a phone ca l l  o r  l e t t e r  from some- 
body who has been referred to  us asking f o r  a job. They're 
asking us f o r  a job when we a re  volunteers!! 

A common theme running through these interviews i s  the need for  a l l  members of 
the  feminist community to  become more aware of the r e a l i t i e s  of women's publish- 
ing. For exampl e,  more women's studies courses must emphasize feminist press 
materials over books from the commercial publishers. More feminist writers 
need to be aware of the  constraints t ha t  prohibit feminist publishers from of- 
fering t he i r  writers the kinds of amenities offered by commercial publishers. 

A f inal  contribution t o  t h i s  issue (please-note that  I have not mentioned every- 
thing i n  the  volume) i s  part two of Beth Hodge'k interview with Joan Nestle 
and Deborah Edel of the Lesbian Herstory Archives ( P . O .  Box 1258, New York, 
N Y  10001). (Par t  one appeared in S in i s te r  Wisdom 11, Fall 1979.) Nestle and 
Edel discuss t he i r  commitment to keep the Archives a grass-roots operation, 
open to  a l l  lesbians. Joan Nestle describes t h i s  commitment i n  moving terms: 

Our concept i s  a l iving grassroots Archives tha t  i s  open 
to a l l  i t s  people, t h e  Lesbian people, t ha t  creates and 
supports the people's struggles while i t  preserves t he i r  
memories. We cherish the s to r i e s  and the materials of 
a l l  women a t  a l l  stages of t he i r  l i ve s ,  from a l l  pol i t ical  
persuasions. One of our principles i s  giving access with- 
out judgment. 

This special i ssue of S in i s te r  Wisdom i s  a substantial contribution to the con- 
tinuing discussion within the women's movement about the role  of pr int  and pub- 
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l i s h i n g  i n  our communities and what we can do t o  help our publ ishers,  w r i t e r s  
and booksel 1  ers surv ive.  

Branchinq Out: Canadian Feminist Qua r t e r l y .  v  .l , no .l , March/April 1974-v . V I I ,  
no.2, 1980. (Preview issue December 1973). Ed i t o r :  Sharon Ba t t .  Address: Box 
4098, Edmonton, A1 berta T6E 4S8. 

A f t e r  seven years as a  major Canadian f em in i s t  pe r iod ica l ,  Branchinq Out has 
ceased pub l i ca t ion .  Branchin Out cons is ten t l y  brought i t s  readers e d i t o r i a l s ,  
l e t t e r s ,  feature  a r t i c  -f--- es, reviews, poet ry  and f i c t i o n  i n  an a t t r a c t i v e  format. 
The goodbye l e t t e r  from the  s t a f f  which appeared i n  t he  f i n a l  issue serves t o  
under l ine  the concerns r a i sed  by S i n i s t e r  Wisdom w i t h  regard t o  the su rv i va l  
o f  f em in i s t  publ ishing.  They w r i t e :  

. . .Branching Out has always been publ ished e n t i r e l y  by 
volunteer s t a f f .  Ue were fo r tuna te  t o  have a  f u l l - t i m e  
unpaid e d i t o r ,  U i thou t  t h a t  f u l l - t i m e  person, Branchin 
Out would never have surv ived as long as i t  d id .  I t wa: - 
our aim t o  produce a  nat iona l  femin is t  magazine and we did,  
the on ly  remaining general i n t e r e s t  femin is t  magazine i n  
Canada. 

We always hoped t h a t  we would be able t o  f i n d  funds t o  
pay our e d i t o r  and we bel ieved t h i s  t o  be a  r e a l i s t i c  ex- 
pectat ion.  Our f i nanc ia l  base consisted o f  subscr ipt ions,  
adver t i s ing  (what we could ge t ) ,  small grants from p r i va te  
foundations and government, donations and membership fees . 
Despite concerted attempts t o  r a i s e  more money, we have 
on l y  been ab le  t o  meet production costs and t h a t  j u s t  bare ly  

A f t e r  s i x  years wi thout  sa lary ,  our  e d i t o r  i s  g e t t i n g  
t h i n  and she has resigned t o  seek paid employment. The 
magazine needs a  f u l l - t i m e  person. No one e lse  on our s t a f f  
i s  ab le  t o  work f u l l - t i m e  w i t h o u t  pay, so Branchinq Out i s  
no longer ab le  t o  continue. . . . 

BOOK RCVIEW 
WOMEN I N  DEVELOPMENT 

The Uni ted Nations Decade f o r  Women, now past the  half-way po in t ,  has no t  met 
w i t h  unqua l i f i ed  success. However, i t  has served t o  focus pub1 i c  a t t e n t i o n  on 
the  p o s i t i o n  o f  women world-wide. The Uni ted Nations, t he  U.S. Agency f o r  I n -  
te rna t iona l  Development, and o ther  agencies involved i n  promoting economic de- 
velopment i n  t h i r d  wor ld countr ies have become aware t h a t  planned development 
has genera l ly  ignored women. The ma1 e  supremacist development model fo l lowed 
i n  many count r ies  has no t  simply l e f t  the  pos i t i on  o f  women unchanged. I n  
some cases the  soc ia l  and economic pos i t i on  o f  women has a c t u a l l y  de te r io ra ted  
as t r a d i t i o n a l  s t ruc tu res  have been disrupted by the process o f  "modernization." 
Development agencies, recogniz ing t h a t  a  problem ex is ts ,  have begun t o  push f o r  
the  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  women i n t o  the development process. 
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Most o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on women i n  development which i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  U.S. li- 
b r a r i e s  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  view. C r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  pas t  performance o f  de- 
velopment agencies, i t  aims a t  improving t h e i r  programs t o  make them more equi -  
tab1 e. However, t h i s  approach i s  no t  unchallenged, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  t h i r d  
wo r l d  i t s e l f .  The problem, c r i t i c s  say, i s  n o t  j u s t  t h a t  women have been l e f t  
o u t  o f  development, bu t  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  model o f  development endorsed by these 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agencies i s  i napp rop r i a te .  Why make mat te rs  worse, they  ask, by 
app l y i ng  t h i s  model t o  women, too? Instead,  t h e  women-in-development debate 
should p rov ide  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  reassess, r e s t r u c t u r e ,  and poss ib l y  rep lace  
the  p reva len t  model o f  development. 

Un fo r tuna te l y  f o r  l i b r a r i a n s  and researchers i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i r d  wo r l d  women 
and development, a  d e f i n i t i v e  and balanced b ib l i og raphy  on t h e  sub jec t  does n o t  
e x i s t .  Th is  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  cons ider ing  t h e  enormi ty  o f  t h e  quest ions i n -  
volved. The l i t e r a t u r e  covers Asia,  A f r i c a ,  L a t i n  America, and t h e  Near East, 
as w e l l  as m i n o r i t y  women i n  Europe and Nor th  America. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many impor- 
t a n t  works a r e  government o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  documents which a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
under-accessi b l e  i n  1  i bra r i es .  Other impor tan t  i tems a r e  unpublished, p r i n t e d  
i n  small q u a n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  world,  o r  issued i n  se r i es  which a r e  n o t  indexed 
o r  cata loged as separates by most 1  i bra r i es .  Under these cond i t i ons ,  b i b l  i og ra -  
phies and resource shar ing  become ve ry  impor tan t .  Most l i b r a r i e s  must r e l y  on 
t h e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  o the rs  who a r e  b e t t e r  equipped t o  deal w i t h  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i n f o r -  
mat ion.  Some recen t  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  which may be o f  i n t e r e s t  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

Buv in ic ,  Mayra. Women and World Development: An Annotated B ib l iography .  
Washington: Overseas Development Counci l ,  1976. l6Zp.  $2.50. 

Th is  b i b l i o g r a p h y  grew o u t  o f  t h e  AAAS Seminar on Women i n  Development sponsored 
by t h e  American Assoc ia t ion  f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  Science and h e l d  i n  Mexico 
City i n  1975. I t  inc ludes  annotat ions f o r  381 i tems, most ly  publ ished i n  En- 
g l i s h  i n  t h e  1970's. Arrangement i s  by sub jec t  ca tegor ies  such as: General 
s tud ies;  Educat ion and women; Women; Law and p o l i t i c s ;  e t c .  These broad areas 
a r e  f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  geograph ica l l y .  A lso inc luded a r e  a  l i s t  o f  spec ia l  j o u r -  
na l  issues on women i n  development, a  b ib l i og raphy  o f  b i b l  iograph ies  on women 
and development, and an author  index.  \ 

N i l  son, N i c i  . Why Has Development Neql ected Rural Women? A Review o f  t h e  South 
Asian L i t e r a t u r e .  Oxford, New York: Pergamon, 1979. 108 p. $24.00. 

This  book i s  Volume 1  o f  a  p u b l i s h e r ' s  se r i es  e n t i t l e d  "Women i n  Development." 
I t  inc ludes  a  78-page s tudy  o f  r u r a l  development i n  South Asia and i t s  neg lec t  
o f  women. This  i s  f o l l owed  by an unannotated b ib l i og raphy  o f  about 300 t i t l e s .  
These t i t l e s  i n c l u d e  monographs and journa l  a r t i c l e s  i n  Eng l i sh  from t h e  1960's 
and 70 ' s .  I t s  r e l a t i v e l y  h i gh  p r i c e  o f  $24.00, combined w i t h  i t s  l i m i t e d  scope, 
w i l l  make t h i s  volume a  ques t ionab le  purchase f o r  most l i b r a r i e s .  

R i  hani  , May. Development as i f  Women Mattered: An Annotated B ib l i og raphy  w i t h  
a  T h i r d  World Focus. Washington: Overseas Development Counci l ,  1978. 137 p. 
$3.00. 
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Prepared under t h e  auspices o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  f o r  Women i n  Development o f  t h e  
New Transcentury Foundation, t h i s  b i b l i og raphy  inc ludes  287 e n t r i e s ,  mos t l y  f o r  
Eng l i sh  language i tems issued i n  1976 and 1977. E n t r i e s  a re  grouped i n t o  sub- 
j e c t  ca tegor ies  and subarranged geograph ica l l y .  Th is  b ib1  iography i s  s i m i l a r  
t o  Buv in i c ' s ,  and the re  i s  a  small amount o f  ove r l ap  between them. 

Sa jesk i ,  Eleanor.  "Women i n  Development: An Annotated Bib1 iography o f  A v a i l  - 
a b l e  Ma te r i a l s . "  Washington: O f f i c e  o f  Women i n  Development, Agency f o r  I n t e r -  
na t i ona l  Development, [1980]. 9  p. G ra t i s .  

Th i s  b r i e f  b i b l i og raphy  l i s t s  about 100 f r e e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  from USAID's 
O f f i c e  o f  Women i n  Development. It a l s o  inc ludes  names and addresses o f  o t h e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  Uni ted S ta tes  which migh t  serve as sources o f  i n fo rma t i on .  
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  t i t l e ,  e n t r i e s  a r e  annotated b r i e f l y  o r  n o t  a t  a l l .  

Th i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  much more extens ive than those mentioned above. I t  inc ludes  
, a lmost 3,000 unannotated e n t r i e s  f o r  i tems i n  Engl ish,  French, Spanish, and Por- 

tuguese issued from 1900 through 1976. Arrangement i s  f i r s t  by sub jec t  then by 
geographic area. There i s  no index, bu t  a  l i s t  o f  sources consul ted i s  inc luded.  

P h i l l i p s ,  Bever ly .  "Women i n  Rural  Development: A B ib l iography . "  Madison, 
Wisconsin: Land Tenure Center, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison, 1979. 45 p. $1 -50. 

I have l e f t  f o r  l a s t  t h i s  b i b l i og raphy  based on t h e  hold ings o f  t he  Land Tenure 
Center (LTC) L i b r a r y  a t  UW-Madison. Inc luded a r e  about 500 books, pub l i shed and 
unpubl ished research papers, j ou rna l  a r t i c l e s ,  and essays i n  c o l l  ec t ions  . The 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  no t  annotated, and arrangement i s  s t r i c t l y  geographica l .  I n  
s p i t e  o f  these shortcomings, i t  should be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  many Wisconsin l i b r a r -  
i es ,  s i nce  a l l  o f  t h e  items inc luded a r e  a v a i l a b l e  through t h e  Wisconsin I n t e r -  
l i b r a r y  Loan Serv ice  (MILS). E n t r i e s  i nc lude  L\TC1s c a l l  numbers. The LTC L i -  
b r a r y  spec ia l i zes  i n  c o l l  e c t i n g  f u g i t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  from and about t h i r d  wo r l d  
count r ies ,  and i tems on women i n  development a re  g iven  top  p r i o r i t y .  There have 
been many a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  s i nce  t he  pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b i b l i og raphy ,  
and i n q u i r i e s  about l a t e r  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a l so  welcomed. I f  you have any ques- 
t i o n s  about t he  LTC L i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n ,  c a l l  me a t  (608) 262-7366, o r  w r i t e  t o :  

Land Tenure Center L i b r a r y  
434 Steenbock Memorial L i b r a r y  
550 Babcock D r i v e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison 
Madison, W I  53706 

- -Bever ly  P h i l l i p s  

[Bever ly  P h i l l i p s  has been a  l i b r a r i a n  a t  t h e  Land Tenure Center L i b r a r y  s i nce  
1978. She i s  a  graduate o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  where she rece i ved  de- 
grees i n  Spanish, Hispanic  L i t e r a t u r e ,  and L i b r a r y  Science. Before coming t o  
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LTC she worked i n  t he  Geology L i b r a r y  and i n  L a t i n  American Acqu is i t i ons  a t  t he  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  and i n  a  medical l i b r a r y  i n  Jackson, Tennessee. Her 
most recen t  p r o j e c t  was a  t r a i n i n g  program conducted f o r  two l i b r a r i a n s  from 
the  Nicaraguan I n s t i t u t e  o f  Agrar ian Reform.] 

WOMEN'S LIVES, WOMEN' S WORK 

Nancy Hoffman and Florence Howe, eds. Women Working: An Anthology o f  S t o r i e s  and 
Poems. Old Westbury, N.Y.:  The Feminis t  Press; New York: McGraw-Hill , 1979. 
3 0 4 ~ .  DaD.. $5.95. ISBN 0-91 2670-57-6. 

A1 i c e  ~ e s s l e r - ~ a r r i s .  women Have Always Worked: An H i s t o r i c a l  Overview. Old West- 
bury, N.Y.: The Feminis t  Press; New York: McGraw-Hill , 1981. 208p. $14.95, 
ISBN 0-91 2670-86-X; pap., $5.95, ISBN 0-912670-67-3. 

Joan Jensen. Wi th These ~ a n d s :  Women Working on t h e  Land. Old Westbury, N.Y .  : 
The Feminis t  Press; New York: McGraw-Hill . 1981 . 3 3 6 ~ .  $17.95. ISBN 0-91 2670- . 
90-8; pap., ISBN 0-912670-71 -1 . 

These a r e  th ree  books i n  a  se r i es  c a l l e d  Women's L ives,  Women's Work, prepared 
by The Feminis t  Press f o r  classroom use. Discouraged by corporate sluggishness 
i n  meeting demands f o r  textbook rev i s i ons ,  t h e  Press launched an ambi t ious pro- 
j e c t  t o  make recen t  scho la rsh ip  on women a v a i l a b l e  t o  s tudents.  Judging by 
t h i s  sample o f  a  l i s t  o f  twelve t i t l e s ,  t he  r e s u l t s  a re  e x c i t i n g .  

Women Working i s  an anthology o f  imag ina t ive  l i t e r a t u r e  d a t i n g  from 1884. It 
es tab l  ishes t h e  importance o f  work f o r  render ing women's experience i n  s t o r y  
and poem and prov ides a  t reasu ry  o f  f e e l i n g s  about work. The e d i t o r s  a r e  l ess  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  surveying 1  i t e r a t u r e  o r  d e f i n i n g  a  soc ia l  concept o f  work than i n  
probing what work means i n  our l i v e s .  The o l d e s t  s t o r y  may s t a r t 1  e  readers 
most. Sarah Orne Jewet t 's  "Tom's Husband" t e l l s  o f  a  couple swapping jobs-  
-man a t  home, woman i n  business--and explores how much o f  character  and s e l f -  
respec t  f o l l o w s  work regard less  o f  sex. Work a t  home predominates i n  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  as i t  has i n  women's l i v e s .  I n  T f l l i e  Olsen's "I Stand Here I ron ing , "  
t he  chore i s  no t  descr ibed bu t  ins tead provides, occasion f o r  an i n t e r i o r  mono- 
logue. The i r o n e r  reviews another f ace t  o f  her homework, motherhood. N i  k k i  
Giovanni 's  poem t o  Aretha F r a n k l i n  honors t h e  s inge r ' s  p u b l i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
b lack  c u l t u r e  most of a l l .  The woman poet,  however, imagines, and asser ts  t h e  
importance o f ,  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  mother 's  work t h a t  F r a n k l i n  must endure. Woman 
t o  woman, Giovanni imp1 i es ,  requ i res  t h a t  acknowledgement o f  common p r i v a t e  work. 

Women Have Always Worked i s  a  soc ia l  h i s t o r y  o f  work a t  home, pa id  work, and 
good works i n  t he  Uni ted States.  These spheres o f  womants a c t i v i t y  have r e -  
ceived considerable a t t e n t i o n  i n  recent  scholarship,  and Kessler-Harr is  draws 
t h e  f i n d i n g s  together  i n  a  synthesis  useful f o r  any course i n  American o r  won- 
an 's  h i s t o r y .  The book exempl i f ies  a  task faced by h i s t o r i a n s  o f  women, t o  
recons t ruc t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  of  American h i s t o r y  i n t o  per iods o f  t ime and cate- 
gor ies  of  experience which best  exp la in  when and why women's 1  i ves  changed. 
Work i s  emerging as one of t h e  most use fu l  themes f o r  render ing  a  coherent nar-  
r a t i v e .  Kessl e r -Ha r r i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  women's work by race  and e thn i c  o r i g i n  
and by s h i f t i n g  va r i ab les  l i k e  s o c i a l  c lass  and reg ion  o f  t h e  country,  as we l l  
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as by  eras .  Though r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  household  work, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was shared 
by a l l  women, t h e  tasks,  t o o l s ,  and t i m e  i n v o l v e d  have v a r i e d  enormously, as 
t h i s  book i n d i c a t e s .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p a i d  work, t h e  book exp lo res  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
open t o  women i n  d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s  and a l s o  a t t i t u d i n a l  s h i f t s  toward women as 
wage-earners. O v e r a l l ,  t h e  a u t h o r  argues t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l  ism t rans fo rmed  women's 
work w h i l e  l e a v i n g  i n t a c t  much t h a t  separa ted  men f rom women, and she leaves  
r e a d e r s  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  whether  r e c e n t  i nc reases  i n  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
w i l l  a l t e r  sex r o l e s  more d r a m a t i c a l l y  t h a n  e a r l i e r  changes d i d .  

W i t h  These Hands, a documentary c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  n a r r a t i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  work o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  N o r t h  American women i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s o c i e t i e s  and f a m i l i e s .  F i c t i o n ,  d i a r i e s ,  l e t t e r s ,  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  and observ -  
e r s '  r e p o r t s  i n t r o d u c e  readers  t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e  and t o  s p e c i f i c  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  work i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s .  A l though  a l l  t h r e e  books 
s e t  h i g h  s tandards f o r  i n t e g r a t i n g  r a c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  Jensen 's  book 
i s  most impress ive .  I t  opens w i t h  N a t i v e  Americans, c l o s e s  w i t h  young women a t -  
t r a c t e d  back t o  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  1960s, and i n  between c o n s i d e r s  Mormons, Asi,an 
Americans, Chicanas, and Euro-Americans, whose l i v e s  a r e  shaped by demands o f  
t h e  l a n d  and by t h e  p o l i t i c s  and economics o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  American h i s t o r y .  

, Each o f  t h e s e  books i s  f i r s t - r a t e  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e a r i n g  t h e  c r e d i -  
b i l i t y  o f  c a r e f u l  t e s t i n g  i n  h i g h  schoo ls  and c o l l e g e s .  They s h o u l d  be b rough t  
t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  teachers  and a l s o  p u t  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  c u r i o u s  r e a d e r s .  

--Ann D. Gordon 
Honorary  Fel low,  Women's S t u d i e s  
Research Center,  UW-Madison 

E d i t o r ' s  Note: Teaching Guides a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  each o f  t h e  t h r e e  books under 
r e v i e w  here.  O r d e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  1 i s t e d  below. 

Hoffman and Howe; Women Workinq: A Teachinq Guide. 80p. pap., $3.50, ISBN 
0-91 2670-63-0, 

K e s s l e r - H a r r i s .  Women Have Always Worked: A Teakhinq Guide, 80p. pap., $3 .SO, 
ISBN 0-91 2670-77-0. 

Jensen. W i t h  These Hands: A Teachinq Guide. 64p. pap., $3.50, ISBN 0-912670-81-9. 

WESTERN WOMEN: RECONSTRUCTING OUR PAST 

John Mack Faragher,  Women and Men on t h e  Over land T r a i l .  New York:  Y a l e  Un ive r -  
s i t v  Press. 1979. $17.50. ISBN 0-300-02267-0. 

~ h r i s t i a n e  ~ i s c h e r ,  e d . , - L e t - ~ k e m - ~ ~ e a k - f o r  Themselves: Wamen i n  t h e  American 
West 1849-1900. Hamden, CT: Shoe S t r i n g ,  .OO ISBN 0-208-01645-7; 
pap., New York:  Dut ton,  1978. $5.95, ISBN1%i!::521 -4. 

J u l i e  Roy J e f f r e y ,  F r o n t i e r  l h n e n :  The T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i  West 1840-1880. New 
York:  H i 1  1 & Wang, 1979. $10.00, ISBN 0-8090-4803-5; pap., $4.95, ISBN 

L.L. Lee and M e r r i l l  Lewis, eds., Women, Women W r i t e r s ,  and t h e  West. Troy ,  NY: 
Whi t s t o n ,  1979. $1 5.00, ISBN 0-87875-146-7. 

Page Four teen 



The Western Wr i t e rs  o f  America, The Women Who Made t h e  West. Garden C i t y ,  NY:  
Doubl eday, 1980. $10.95. ISFN 0-385-1 5801 -7. 

Last  f a l l  Redbook magazine pub1 ished an a r t i c l e  by Joanna L. S t r a t t o n  c a l l e d  
"Making t h e  Best o f  Hard, Hard Times" about pioneer Kansas women. The i n c l u -  
s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  a magazine f o r  young women suggests, f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  
t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r s  recognize t h e  need t o  p rov ide  women w i t h  a usable past--models 
o f  women making i t  i n  hard t imes. Secondly, S t r a t t o n ' s  a r t i c l e ,  which drew on 
some o f  t h e  800 reminiscences found i n  her grandmother's a t t i c ,  reminds readers 
t h a t  women's h i s t o r y  i s  a l l  around us and t h a t  we can p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  task  
o f  recons t ruc t i ng  the  imaaes and r o l e s  o f  women by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  n o t  o n l y  our  
own a t t i c s ,  bu t  a l s o  by unwrapping f rayed,  yel lowed manuscripts o f  poems and 
s t o r i e s ,  t ap ing  t h e  t a l e s  o f  our  aging r e l a t i v e s  and neighbors, and rummaging 
through t h e  dus ty  f i l e s  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t i e s .  

F ive  books publ ished s ince  1977 r e v i v e  po r t i ons  o f  our  usable past  and suggest 
methods and issues f o r  documenting and ana lyz ing  western women's h i s t o r y .  The 
Women Who Made t h e  West inc ludes  eighteen biographies o f  unusual women by wom- 
en w r i t e r s  who have devoted l a r g e  po r t i ons  o f  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  careers t o  research- 
i n g  and w r i t i n g  about western women. As the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  notes, one purpose 
o f  t h e  volume i s  t o  counteract  t he  s te reo type o f  t h e  homestead-bound pioneer 
woman and t o  demonstrate t h a t  women were a l s o  doctors, stagecoach d r i v e r s ,  ca r -  
penter -a rch i  t ec t s ,  newspaper repo r te rs ,  o r  horsetraders . A compl ementary ap- 
proach i s  taken by Chr i s t i ane  Fischer  i n  Le t  Them Speak f o r  Themselves. Here 
the  "o rd inary"  qua1 i t i e s  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Nevada, and Arizona women a r e  empha- 
s i zed - - the i r  asp i ra t i ons ,  t h e i r  responses t o  a d i f f e r e n t  environment, t h e i r  ways 
of coping, t h e i r  successes and f a i l u r e s .  

Lee's and Lewis 's  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  essays approaches t h e  sub jec t  from the  l i t e r a r y  
perspect ive.  Several essays demonstrate t h a t  male vers ions o f  western women's 
experiences have been incomplete and occas iona l l y  inaccurate;  o the r  essays ana- 
l y z e  l ittl e-known works by Nevada female f i c t i o n  w r i t e r s ,  Carolyn Gordon's Ken- 
tucky  f r o n t i e r  novels, V i r g i n i a  Sorensen's Mormon novel,  Dorothy Scarborough's 
Texas p r a i r i e  work, Gertrude A the r ton ' s  C a l i f o r n i a  f i c t i o n ,  as we l l  as works by 
Nebraska w r i t e r s ,  W i l l a  Cather and Mar i  Saadoz. 

\ 

John Mack Faragher and J u l i e  Roy J e f f r e y  p rov ide  models i n  methodology. Both 
approach women's h i s t o r y  from a f e m i n i s t  perspect ive.  Faragher 's c e n t r a l  prob- 
l em  i s  t h e  recons t ruc t i on  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between men and women i n  mar- 
r i a g e  i n  t h e  mid-n ineteenth century  Midwest through the  ana l ys i s  o f  169 nar ra -  
t i v e s  o f  emigrants-femal es and ma1 es--on t h e  over land t r a i  1 between 1843 and 
t h e  1870s. J e f f r e y ' s  work covers a s i m i l a r  t ime pe r i od  and uses over two hun- 
dred women's j ou rna l s ,  reminiscences, l e t t e r s ,  as we l l  as a number o f  i n t e r -  
views i n  her study o f  women on t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and min ing  f r o n t i e r s ,  Mormon 
women, and women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  o rgan iza t ions  on the  "urban" f r o n t i e r .  

These f i v e  works take  us a l ong  way i n  recons t ruc t i ng  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  western 
women. Yet t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  many women a r e  s t i l l  miss ing.  F i sche r ' s  volume i n -  
c ludes t h e  o n l y  account by an Ind ian  woman. The s t o r i e s  o f  "second wave" i m m i -  
g ran t  women from nor thern  and eastern Europe a r e  miss ing.  Miss ing  a lso  a r e  t h e  
Chicanas o f  t h e  southwest who have been "making" t h e  west fo r  generat ions.  Ob- 
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v i o u s l y  t h e  t ask  o f  r econs t ruc t i ng  our  past  has j u s t  begun. 

--Carol Fairbanks 
Department o f  Engl i s h  
UW-Eau C l a i r e  

BLACK WOMEN NOVELISTS 

Barbara C h r i s t i a n ,  B lack Women Nove l i s t s :  The Development o f  a  T r a d i t i o n ,  
1892-1 976. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1980. $25.00, ISBN 0-313-20750-X. 

B lack Women N o v e l i s t s :  The Development o f  a  T r a d i t i o n ,  1892-1976, by Barbara 
C h r i s t i a n ,  i s  a  welcome a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  growing b ib1  iography o f  b lack  women's 
w r i t i n g s .  C h r i s t i a n  f i r m l y  es tab l i shes  t h e  ex is tence  o f  a  t r a d i t i o n  among 
b lack  women n o v e l i s t s  and c a r e f u l  l y  t races  t h e  developnent o f  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n ,  
opening up new avenues f o r  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  process. B lending h i s -  
t o r y  and c r i t i c i s m ,  C h r i s t i a n  de l inea tes  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  b lack  woman hero- 
i n e - f r o m  s te reo type  t o  personhood, and t h e  b lack  woman n o v e l i s t  from a  w r i t e r  
r e a c t i n g  t o  negat ive  images o f  b lack  women characters  i n  American l i t e r a t u r e  t o  
a  c r e a t o r  c l a i m i n g  her own space and d e f i n i n g  h e r s e l f .  

The book i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two pa r t s .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  b lack  wom- 
an hero ine  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  from H a r r i e t  Beecher Stowe t o  Margaret Walker, and t h e  
second examines t h e  novels o f  t h r e e  contemporary b lack  women: Paul e  Marshal l  , 
Toni Morr ison, and A l i c e  !dalker. Zora Neale Hurston, the f i r s t  b lack  woman 
w r i t e r  t o  break w i t h  t he  midd le -c lass  t r a d i t i o n  o f  us ing  f i c t i o n  t o  " u p l i f t "  
t h e  race, prov ides a  b r i dge  between the  e a r l i e r  and t h e  l a t e r  w r i t e r s .  

Paule Marshal l  c rea tes  characters  l i k e  a  scu lp tu re r ,  d e f i n i n g  s p e c i f i c  poten- 
t i a l s  o f  p ro tagon i s t s  and w r i t e r .  Her themes a r e  l a r g e  wf thou t  s a c r i f i c e  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  characters .  Her novels revea l  t h a t  h i s t o r y  i s  a  c r e a t i v e  and moral 
process, and t h a t  people compose t h e i r  experiences i n  t h e i r  minds as w e l l  as 
i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  wor ld .  \ 

Toni Mor r i son  searches f o r  t h e  beauty o f  1  i f e  w i t h i n  i t s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  us ing  
charac te rs  who l o o k  outward as w e l l  as inward i n  t h e i r  search f o r  c o n t i n u i t y  
i n  t h e i r  l i v e s  and t h e  wo r l d  around them. The hal lmark o f  her a r t  i s  her  use 
o f  i n v e r s i o n  and d i so rde r  t o  demonstrate t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  d e s t r u c t i v e  l i m i t s  on 
t h e  1  i v e s  o f  b lack  women. 

A l i c e  Walker 's  novels a r e  l i k e  patch-work q u i l t s  cons t ruc ted  from the  b i t s  and 
pieces o f  l i f e  which a r e  u s u a l l y  thrown away. Se l f - d i scove ry  and the  importance 
o f  t h e  pas t  i n  understanding one 's  p resent  ex is tence  a r e  her main themes. 

Barbara C h r i s t i a n ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  these works shows how rac ism and sexism have i n -  
f luenced t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  b l ack  women w r i t e r s .  E a r l i e r  b lack  women n o v e l i s t s  
t r i e d  t o  prove t h a t  b l ack  women were women i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  negat ive  images t o  
t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h a t  appeared i n  much o f  American l i t e r a t u r e .  Contemporary b lack  
women n o v e l i s t s ,  on t h e  o the r  hand, choose t o  p r o j e c t  s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n s  which 
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are  no t  always s o c i a l l y  u p l i f t i n g .  This  i s  an important  book which s tudents 
and teachers a l i k e  w i l l  f i n d  i l l u m i n a t i n g ,  and a t  t imes provocat ive .  I t i s  
i nd i spens ib le  t o  any study o f  b lack  women's f i c t i o n .  

- -Ne l l  i e  McKay 
Ass i s tan t  Professor,  Afro-American 
Studies/  Women's Studies 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison 

WOMEN'S STUDIES MONOGRAPH SERIES 

Women's Studies Monograph Ser ies,  Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  of Education, U.S. Depart- 
ment o f  Education, 1980. For s a l e  by t h e  Superintendent o f  Documents, U.S. Gov- 
ernment P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  Washington, D.C. 20402. 

A l lana  Elovson. Women's Studies i n  t h e  Community Col leqe (February 1980). NIE- 
P-79-0010. 

E l a i n e  Reuben and Mary Jo Boehm Strauss. Women's Studies Graduates (September 
1980). NIE-P-79-0011. 

~ h r i s t i n e . ~ .  Bose and Janet Priest-Jones. The Re la t i onsh ip  Between Women's 
Studies, Career Development, and Vocat ional Choice (February 1980). NIE-P- 
79-001 2 .  

Blanche Glassman Hersh. Re-Entry Women Invo lved i n  Women's Studies (February 1980) 
NIE-P-79-0013. 

E l i z a b e t h  Ness Nelson and Kathryn H. Brooks. Women's Studies as a Ca ta l ys t  f o r  
Facu l t y  Development (February 1980).  NIE-P-79-0015. 

Florence Howe and Paul Lauter .  The Impact o f  Women's Studies on t h e  Campus and 
t h e  D i s c i p l i n e s  (February 1980).  NIE-P-79-0016. 

Nancy M. Po r te r  and Margaret T. E i l e e n c h i l d .  The Ef fec t i veness  o f  Women's Stud- 
i e s  Teaching (February 1980). NIE-P-79-0017. 

(Note: The e igh th  monograph, M i n o r i t y  Women i n  Women's Studies, has y e t  t o  be 
completed; i t  should be a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  la tesummer o f  1981. 

As Women's Studies en ters  i t s  second decade, advocates and c r i t i c s  a r e  assess- 
i n g  i t s  impact on educat ion and soc ie t y .  An essen t i a l  re ference t o o l  f o r  t h i s  
process i s  t h e  Women's Studies Monograph Ser ies pub1 ished by t h e  Nat ional  I n s t i -  
t u t e  o f  Education (NIE) o f  t h e  U.S. Department o f  Education. Commissioned by 
t h e  NIE i n  accordance w i t h  recommendations presented i n  Seven Years La ter :  Wom- 
en 's  Studies Programs i n  ' F 9 5  by Florence Howe, t h e  monograph se r i es  examines 
Women's Studies w i t h i n  t he -con tex t  o f  h igher  educat ion i n  t h e  Uni ted States.  

Whi le Howe's work documented t h e  phenomenal growth o f  Women's Studies i n  Amer- 
i ca ,  t h e  present  se r i es  seeks answers t o  some o f  t h e  most f r equen t l y  asked ques- 
t i o n s :  What i s  t h e  impact of  Women's Studies on campuses and d i s c i p l i n e s ?  
What do you do w i t h  a Women's Studies major? How e f f e c t i v e  i s  Women's Studies 
teaching? How does Women's Studies r e l a t e  t o  r e - e n t r y  women, m i n o r i t y  women, 
o r  t o  f a c u l t y  development? 
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The reader  should n o t  expect a l l  t h e  answers w i t h i n  these works. Women's Stud- 
i e s  i s  presented by t h e  authors as a developing f i e l d  o f  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  work. 
The au thors  a r e  honest i n  t h e  assessment o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  research and, i n  some 
cases, t h a t  means exposing a dea r th  o f  research o r  t h e  inadequacy o f  t h e  r e -  
search sample i n  a g i ven  area. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  app ra i sa l s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  1 i t e r -  
a t u r e  and cand id  assessments o f  pas t  research, t h e  monographs c o n t a i n  use fu l  
b ib1 iograph ies  and recommendations f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  s tudy .  

Each o f  t h e  authors i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  argues cogen t l y  f o r  a  na t i ona l  data base on 
Women's Studies.  In fo rmal  surveys, impressions, o r  even t h e i r  own at tempts t o  
survey persons o r  programs on a na t i ona l  l e v e l  a r e  viewed by t h e  w r i t e r s  as i n -  
adequate f o r  con f i rm ing  o r  denying common assumptions about t h e  cha rac te r  and 
e f f i c a c y  o f  Women's S tud ies .  Thousands o f  p ro fessors  and students have been 
i n v o l v e d  f o r  t h e  pas t  t e n  years i n  an e f f o r t  t o  change t h e  cur r i cu lum.  The as- 
sessment o f  ga ins  and losses,  as we l l  as t h e  research essen t i a l  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
development o f  Women's Studies, can no l onge r  do w i t h o u t  a n a t i o n a l l y  r e l i a b l e  
base o f  i n fo rma t i on .  

Whi le  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  responses o f  government and p r i v a t e  foundat ions t o  t h i s  
need, h i s t o r i a n s  o f  educat ional  change, researchers, educators, and admin i s t ra -  
t o r s  a r e  we l l -served by t h i s  e a r l y  documentation o f  i ssues  determined as cen- 
t r a l  i n  t h e  development o f  Women's S tud ies  i n  t h e  70 ' s .  The monograph s e r i e s  
has tu rned  i n t o  an NIE bes t  s e l l e r .  Up t o  December 1980 most o f  t h e  f i r s t  
p r i n t i n g  has been exhausted. Copies may be ordered s i n g l y  o r  as a s e r i e s  from 
t h e  Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  and t h e  ERIC system a t  cos t .  

--Rachel I. Skal i t a k y  

[Rachel I. S k a l i t z k y  i s  an Associate Professor o f  Comparative L i t e r a t u r e  and 
Coordinator  o f  t h e  Women's S tud ies  Program a t  UW-Milwaukee. She i s  t h e  f o r -  
mer Regional Coord inator  o f  t h e  Great Lakes Women's S tud ies  Assoc ia t ton .  
Her publ i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  a r t i c l e s  on Greek, L a t i n  and mediaeval 1 i t e r a t u r e . ]  

FROm THE EDITORS 
cont inued from page one 

Why have t h e  b i g  publ i s h e r s  become l e s s  r e c e p t i v e  t o  b lack  w r i t e r s ?  I t  i s  o f -  
t e n  argued t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no longer  a s u b s t a n t i a l  market f o r  b lack  w r i t i n g .  
Audiences, however, can he created, as t hey  a r e  every day th rough t h e  sophis-  
t i c a t e d  marke t ing  s t r a t e g i e s  employed by t h e  major  publ i she rs .  E r r o l  1  McDonald, 
e d i t o r  a t  Random House, t o l d  Watkins t h a t ,  i n  h i s  view, a change i n  p o l i t i c a l  
c l  imate under1 i e s  t h e  res i s tance  t o  b lack  w r i t e r s :  

The economy obv ious l y  has something t o  do w i t h  pub l i shers  
t a k i n g  a harder i o o k  a t  b lack  books, but  t h e  economic slump 
can be a l s o  used as a convenient argument f o r  no t  pub l i sh -  
i n g  c e r t a i n  k inds  o f  m a t e r i a l .  And i t  seems obvious t h a t  
books t h a t  a re  c l e a r l y  hopeless from a . comerc ia1  s tandpo in t  
a r e  being publ i s  hed every  day. 
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W i l l  t h e  c u r r e n t  pub l i sh ing  boom i n  women's s tud ies  be j u s t  as t r a n s i e n t  as was 
t h e  i n f a t u a t i o n  w i t h  b lack l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  60's and e a r l y  701s? One won- 
ders whether t he b leak s i t u a t i o n  now con f ron t i ng  b lack  w r i t e r s  on1 y p re f i gu res  
t h e  f u t u r e  o f  women's pub l i sh ing  f i v e  t o  t e n  years down t h e  l i n e .  One t h i n g  
t h e  recent  h i s t o r y  o f  b lack  pub1 i s h i n g  makes c l e a r  i s  t h a t  marginal groups can 
expect no ser ious  and susta ined commitment from the  commercial presses t o  t h e i r  
w r i t i n g .  

According t o  Watkins, b lack w r i t e r s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f a l l  i n g  back on t h e  small 
presses. He notes t h a t  " these small independent pub l i shers  may be t h e  sa lva-  
t i o n  o f  m i n o r i t y  f i c t i o n . "  It i s  i ron ic - -and t r a g i c - - t h a t  t h e  same hard t imes 
t h a t  c r e a t e  a  more acute need f o r  t h e  small -press among w r i t e r s  w i l l  send many 
o f  these presses i n t o  bankruptcy. 

O f  course, f e m i n i s t  smal l  presses share t h i s  same economic vul  n e r a b i l  i t y .  It 
i s  encouraging, however, t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  our  pas t  d iscussions o f  f e m i n i s t  small 
press pub l i sh ing  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  Feminis t  Co l l ec t i ons  have e l i c i t e d  very  
p o s i t i v e  response from our  readers, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t he re  i s  tremendous i n t e r -  
e s t  i n  and concern f o r  t h e  wel l -be ing o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  small press among femi- 
n i s t s  a l l  across t h e  country .  We hope t h i s  interchange w i l l  grow, and we i n -  
v i t e  readers t o  cont inue sending us t h e i r  thoughts and experiences w i t h  femi- 
n i s t  publ ishing--whether as w r i t e r s ,  bookstore workers, publ ishers,  o r  readers- 
-so t h a t  we can cont inue t o  share them w i t h  our  o ther  readers through %. 

With t h i s  issue,  we a re  very  pleased t o  i n i t i a t e  a  se r i es  o f  a r t i c l e s  on femi- 
n i s t  bookstores i n  Wisconsin. W r i t i n g  about A Room o f  One's Own i n  Madison, 
Rose Katz addresses many o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  concerns o f  t h e  wor ld  o f  f e m i n i s t  pub- 
l i s h i n g  and booksel l  ing.  I n  o u r  nex t  issue, we w i l l  p u b l i s h  an annotated l i s t  
o f  f e m i n i s t  rev iewing  media, an essen t i a l  supplement t o  mainstream rev iew pub- 
l i c a t i o n s  f o r  anyone seeking cons i s ten t  i n fo rma t i on  on f e m i n i s t  small press 
pub l i ca t i ons .  And we a r e  on the  lookout  f o r  any f e m i n i s t  small press i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  w r i t i n g  an a r t i c l e  f o r  - FC on f e m i n i s t  pub l i sh ing  i n  t h e  80 's  from t h e  vantage 
p o i n t  o f  t h e  pubTisher. 

Ishmael Reed, n o v e l i s t ,  poet and pub l i she r  (I. Reed Books, San Francisco) ,  
quoted i n :  Me1 Watkins, "Hard Times f o r  Black Wr i ters . "  New York Times Book 
Review February 22, 1981, pp.3, 26-27. 

op. c i t .  
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WOMEN'S STUDIES I N  WISCONSIN: WHO'S WHO & WHERE 
Second e d i t i o n ,  1981 

The O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Women's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n - a t - L a r g e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  c o m p i l i n g  
an updated and expanded e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r y ,  Women's S t u d i e s  i n  Wis- 
c o n s i n :  Who's Who & Where. T h i s  e d i t i o n ,  l i k e  t h e m  e d i t i o n ,  w i l  l y c l u d e  
G u 1  ty .  1 i b r a r ' i a m n i s t r a t o r s ,  researchers .  community a c t i v i s t s  
and o t h e r s  w i t h  an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  w o m e n ' s ~ s t u d i e s .  I f  you 
would  l i k e  t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  second e d i t i o n  o f  Women's S t u d i e s  i n  Wis- 
cons in ,  p l e a s e  f f l l  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  'Persons who 
m n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  1980 d i r e c t o r y  shou ld  a1 so comple te  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  
as t h e  new e d i t i o n  w i l l  be comp i led  from c u r r e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e t u r n s  
o n l y .  Thank you.  

Name 

Home address  

z i p :  Home phone: ( ) 

Occupat ion :  

I f  f a c u l t y ,  f i e l d  o r  d i s c i p l i n e :  

Work address  : 

z i p  : Work phone: ( ) 

Community ( v o l u n t e e r )  work r e l a t e d  t o  femf nism/womenls s t u d i e s :  

C u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  o r  s u b j e c t ( s )  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  women's s t u d i e s :  

Would you a l l o w  us  t o  p r i n t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  shee t  i n  t h e  second 

e d i t i o n  o f  Women's S t u d i e s  i n  Wiscons in? Yes No 

Do you know anyone e l s e  who s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  d j r e c t o r y ?  I f  so, 

p l e a s e  g i v e  name(s) and address(es)  (Con t inue  on back i f  necessary) :  

Would you l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  o u r  o f f i c e ' s  m a i l i n g s  ( i f  you d o n ' t  r e c e i v e  them 

now)? Y e s  No,-, 

P l e a s e  r e t u r n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o :  Women's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n - a t - L a r g e  
112A Memorial L i b r a r y  
728 S t a t e  S t r e e t  
Madison, W I  53706 

UnimJtie,: Eau Claire, Green Bay, Lacrosse, Madison, Milwaukee, Oshkosh, Parkside, Platteville, River Falls, Stevens Point, Stout, Superior, Whitewater. 
Univudty Centen: Baraboo/Sauk County, Barmn County, Fond du Lac, Fox Valley, Manitowoc County. Marathon County, Marinette County, 
Marshfield~Wood County, Medford, Richland, Rock County. Sheboygan County, Washington County, Waukesha County. Extensbn: Statewide. 


