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mom THE EDITORS 
"What do Random House, Knopf, B a l l a n t i n e  Books, Modern L i b r a r y ,  
Pantheon, L.W. Singer ,  and Beginner Books a l l  have i n  common? 
Answer: They a r e  a l l  t h e  same company. These e i g h t  houses a r e  
t h e  d i f f e r e n t  publ i s h i n g  i m p r i n t s  owned by RCA, t h e  $ € - b i l l  i o n -  
a-year conglomerate.. .. The f a c t  i s  t h a t  a  h a n d f u l  o f  l a r g e  
companies  controls a l m o s t  a l l  the books p u b l i s h e d  i n  the U n i t e d  
s t a t e s . .  . . As New York publ i s h i n g  i s  taken over  by a c o r e  o f  
merchandisers who s imp ly  push ' u n i t s '  f rom p r i n t e r  t o  shredder 
by t h e  f a s t e s t  r o u t e  poss ib le ,  a need f o r  something e l s e  i s  
c rea ted  It i s  c a l l e d  t h e  smal l ,  a1 t e r n a t i v e ,  Independent 
Press. ,IT 

As we move i n t o  t h e  198Os, f e m i n i s t  publ i s h i n g  i s  f a c i n g  an era o f  economic 
ret renchment ,  as w e l l  as o f  what Ce les te  West terms ~ o n g l o m e r i t i s . ~  
Femin is t  presses, 1 i ke a1 1 a1 t e r n a t i v e  presses, a re  a c u t e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  
recess ion .  T h e i r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  has increased s u b s t a n t i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  1979 
demise o f  Women i n  D i s t r i b u t i o n  (WIND), a d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  smal l  press 
f e m i n i s t  and l e s b i a n  books. WIND f o l d e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  i nc rease  i n  i t s  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i s t  from 30 t i t l e s  i n  1975 t o  600 i n  1979. Th is  pas t  f a l l ,  
our  o f f i c e  decided t o  c r e a t e  a c u r r e n t  f i l e  o f  f e m i n i s t  p ress  ca ta logs  
by w r i t i n g  t o  a l l  presses l i s t e d  i n  Joan and Chesman's Guide t o  Women's 
P u b l i s h i n g  (Dustbooks, 1978) . 3  The response t o  our  i n q u i r i e s  was encouraging . 
I-lowever , seven envelopes were re tu rned  t o  us stamped "Wot Del i v e r a  b l  e ." 
Seven presses l o s t  i n  two years i s  ma t te r  f o r  concern. 

We see u rgen t  need t o  c a t a l y z e  awareness o f  t h e  r i s k s  faced by ou r  
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feminist presses in the next decade, and to  make every attempt to insure 
thei r  preservation. In l i ne  w i t h  t h i s ,  our off ice has been investigating 
the possibi l i ty of convening a national conference on feminist publ ishing, 
b r i n g i n g  together feminist presses and bookstores, women's studies faculty 
and authors, l ibrarians.  Our  hope would be to  make possible a collective 
teach-in and strategy session on the future of feminist publ ishing, with 
a focus on the potential role of 1 i braries in sustaining feminist presses. 

We recently attended a Madison conference on "Alternative Literature in 
Libraries" sponsored by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, Library School and the Alternative 
Acquisitions Project (Temple University Libraries).  There the Alternative 
Acquisitions Project reported on the results  of i t s  two-year study of 
acquisitions practices a t  316 representative college l ibrar ies  across the 
U.S. and receptivity to a1 ternative acquisitions. What they found "was 
that  while only a small number (5  percent) of the respondents actively 
acquired any al ternative and small press materials there was a great in teres t  
in the  area; an in teres t  coupled with a.lack of usable information."4 Over 
two-thirds of the l ibrarians stated tha t  women was an area in which they 
would 1 i ke to add a1 ternative publ ications. 

Our plans for a conference on feminist publishing are s t i l l  i n  the exploratory 
stages. We would l i ke  to take t h i s  opportunity to invite  reactions and 
suggestions from our readers. Please write to us a t :  112A Memorial Library, 
728 State St ree t ,  Madison, WI 53706. 

1 . Celeste West, "The Literary-Industrial Complex ," Chrysa l i s  N O .  8 (Summer 
1979), pp.95-103. 

2.  West, p.96. 

3. This f i l e  i s  open to the public. 

4. "Report of the First  Year of the Alternative Ac,quisitions Project, 1978- 
1979," C o l l e c t i o n  Building 2 ,  no .2  (1 980), pp.70-89. 

The American Library Association will hold i t s  annual conference in New 
York City June 28-July 4. A t  the conference, the ALA Reference and Adult 
Services Divi sion Discussion Group on Women's Materials and Women Library 
Users will be meeting to discuss the topic, "Information Services to Women." 
Panelists Jane Williamson of Women's Action Alliance, Gurley Turner of ' 
Catalyst, and Linda Parker, Women's Studies Librarian-at-Large for the 
University of blisconsin System will describe thei r  coll ections and the i r  
special services to women: The discussion group will meet on Monday, 
June 30, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the John Jacob Astor Salon o f  the Wa 
Astoria Hotel. 
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Page Two 



CONTRIBUTIONS I NVITEDI 
We i n v i t e  a l l  our readers t o  consider contr ibut ing t o  Feminist Collections. 
Ar t i c l e s  on women's s tud ies  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t he  s t a t e ,  feminis t  co l l e c t i on  
development, i s sues  a f f ec t i ng  women i n  1 i b ra r ies ,  summaries of on-going o r  
completed women's s tud ies  research,  books reviews, le t ters- -any of these  
would be welcome and would he1 p t o  es tabl  i s  h t he  state-wide communication 
network we a r e  working toward. A copy of our ed i t o r i a l  guidel ines  i s  
ava i l ab l e  from the  Office of t h e  Women's Studies Li brarian-at-Large, 112A 
Memorial Library,  728 S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  Madison, WI 53706. We reserve t he  r i gh t  
t o  e d i t  and/or r ev i s e  manuscripts a s  needed, i n  consul ta t ion w i t h  t h e  author.  

NETUJORH I NG: U.E.E.C.N. 
The Women's Educational Equity Communications Network (WEECN) i s  a two-way 
communication system and information se rv ice  es tabl ished i n  1977 and operated 
by t h e  Far West Laboratory f o r  t he  Depa~rtment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, U.S. Office of Education, under t he  auspices of t he  Women's Educational 
Equity Act. Through i t s  communication system, WEECN f a c i l i t a t e s  contact  
among ind iv idua l s ,  groups, and agencies who a r e  working on behalf of  women's 
educational equi ty;  pa r t i c ipa t e s  i n  national  and regional conferences ; and 
publishes Network News and Notes. In i t s  r o l e  as  an information se rv ice ,  
WEECN provides information on pro jec t s ,  mate r ia l s ,  and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  women's 
educational equity;  co l l  e c t s ,  screens ,  c l a s s i f i e s ,  and s to r e s  resources;  
publ i shes  bibl iographies ,  information guides, d i r e c t o r i e s ,  information packets, 
and an a b s t r a c t  journal;  and conducts computer searches of educational data 
bases. WEECN's information resources cover a l l  educational 1 evels from pre- 
school through reen t ry  and continuing education. I t s  services  a r e  ava i l ab l e  
t o  teachers ,  adminis t ra tors ,  counselors,  cur r icu l  urn s p e c i a l i s t s ,  preservice  o r  
inse rv ice  t r a i n e r s ,  researchers ,  s tuden ts ,  parents ,  1 i b ra r ians ,  and concerned 
c i t i z e n s .  WEECN's pas t  publ i c a t i ons  have included: 

* Resources in Women's Educational Equity . V .1 , 1 977- 

* Annotated bibliographies on women's educational equi ty ,  r een t ry  women, 
nonsexist  ca reer  counseling, Hispanic women and education, and rura l  
women and education. 

* "Resource roundup" b i  bl iographies on black women and education, o lder  
women, d isabled women, and spor t s .  

* Information packets on women and mathematics, women and vocational education, 
women and science,  and T i t l e  IX. 

For addl t iona l  information, wr i te :  Matilda But1 e r ,  Director ,  WEECN, Far 
West Laboratory, 1855 Folsom S t r e e t ,  San Francisco, CA 94103; o r  c a l l  : 
(41 5 )  565-3032. 
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mEDIA: WHERE ARE THE WOmEN? 
Where Are the Women? Resources for Women's Studies i s  t h e  name o f  a  s e r i e s  
o f  f o u r  s l i d e l t a p e  p resen ta t i ons  produced i n  1979 by Esther  Stineman, former 
Women's S tud ies  L i  brar ian-at -Large,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Joseph Hagaman, 
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  Development Consu l tan t  a t  UW-Stout. The s l  i d e l t a p e  modules 
p r o v i d e  b i  b1 i o g r a p h i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  areas : 1  . overview 
( t ime :  20 '50" ) ;  2. Literature and the A r t s  (22 '26" )  ; 3. History (12 '57" ) ;  
and 4. social sciences (17 '29" ) .  In tended f o r  a  broad audience--undergraduates, 
1  i bra r i ans ,  c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  f a c u l t y ,  women's s t u d i e s  
programs, community women's groups--the p resen ta t i ons  g i v e  a  survey  o f  book, 
p e r i o d i c a l  and o t h e r  resources a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  s tudy  o f  f e m i n i s t  i ssues ,  
suggest resea rch  s t r a t e g i e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  f e m i n i s t  i n t e r d i  s c i p l  i n a r y  
research,  and d i r e c t  t h e  v iewer t o  s p e c i f i c  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  UW System where 
resources may be found. The p resen ta t i ons  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  p l e a s i n g  t o  l o o k  
a t  and l i s t e n  t o .  The c o l o r  s l i d e s  i n c l u d e  p i c t u r e s  o f  a r t i s t i c  works, new 
f e m i n i s t  books and p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and women's s t u d i e s  c lasses,  as w e l l  as o f  
ca rd  c a t a l o g s  and o t h e r  l i b r a r y  bas ics .  Each module i s  accompanied by i t s  
own b i b l i o g r a p h y  d e t a i l i n g  a l l  resources v i s u a l l y  represented  i n  t h e  s l  i d e l  
tape, a  complete s c r i p t ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  use o f  t h e  p resen ta t i ons .  

. Wisconsin and o u t - o f - s t a t e  borrowers may o b t a i n  t h e  s l i d e l t a p e  modules from: 

Karrmann L i b r a r y  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n - P l a t t e v i l l e  
P l a t t e v i l l e ,  W I  53818 
A t t e n t i o n :  P o l l y  Myers, I n t e r 1  i b r a r y  Loan 
Phone: (608) 342-1 648 

Teachers p lann ing  t o  use any o f  t h e  s l i d e l t a p e s  i n  t h e i r  f a l l  1980 courses a r e  
adv ised  t o  rese rve  them we1 1  i n  advance. For more i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o r  sample cop ies  
o f  t h e  s l i d e l t a p e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  c o n t a c t :  Women's S tud ies  L i  b ra r ian-a t -Large ,  
112A Memorial L i b r a r y ,  728 S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  Madison, W I  53706. 

PERIODICAL NOTES 
Wi th  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  Feminist Collections,  we begin a  new column, " P e r i o d i c a l  
Notes." Th i s  column w i l l  p r o v i d e  rev iews o f  new f e m i n i s t  p e r i o d i c a l s  as t h e y  
sur face ,  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  r e c e n t  spec ia l  i ssues  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and no te  t h e  
pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  s u b s t a n t i v e  a r t i c l e s  o r  b ib1  i o g r a p h i c  essays o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
importance. I n  t h i s  f i r s t  column, we l o o k  a t  spec ia l  i ssues  on l e s b i a n  
h i  s t o r y ,  b l a c k  women, women and educat ion,  occupat iona l  sa fe t y ,  and s e x u a l i t y ,  
as w e l l  as a t  a  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  essay on f e m i n i s t  t h e a t e r .  

Frontiers V . I V ,  no.3 
J u d i t h  Schwarz. Ava 
o f  Colorado, Boulder  
( i n d i v i d u a l s ) ;  $18 ( 

Wi th  t h i s  i s s u e  

( F a l l  1979): "Lesbian H i s t o r y  Issue." Guest E d i t o r :  
i l a b l  e  from : Frontiers, Women Stud ies  Program, U n i v e r s i t y  
, Colorado 80309. Subsc r i p t i ons  (3  i ssues) :  $11 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ) .  S i n g l e  copies:  $3.75 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $6 ( i n s t . ) .  
, Frontiers has made a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

cont inued on page f i v e . .  
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development of the new f i e l d  of 1 esbian history.  Judith Schwarz Is "Question- 
naire  on Issues in Lesbian History" pr in ts  the reponses of 24 scholars and 
wri ters  (including Adrienne Rich, El sa Gidlow, Barbara Grier , Carroll Smith- 
Rosenberg, Barbara Smith, and the Buffalo Lesbian Oral History Project)  t o  
questions about t h e i r  current projects i n  1 esbian h i  s tory,  t h e i r  working 
def in i t ion  of a lesbian,  sources fo r  lesbian his tory,  censorship and s e l f -  
censorship, and funding of projects.  Many of these same themes a re  fur ther  
developed i n  t he  14 other papers, which include: biographical essays; 
papers on lesbian biographical method; writing by Jan Clausen; a vignette from 
"An Oral Herstory of Lesbianismt1 (an experimental theater  a r t  work) ; a 
c r i t i c a l  piece on Djuna Barnes's Ladies Almanack (by Susan Sniader Lanser, 
of UW-Madison Women's Studies) ;  a brief memoir by Elsa Gidlow; and a r t i c l e s  
on the ideology of companionate marriage and the view of lesbianism w i t h i n  
i t ,  on power re la t ions  i n  contemporary lesbian-feminist communities, and on 
the  submersion of lesbian his tory.  Finally,  there  i s  a short  bibliographic 
essay on lesbianism and American History. 

Conditions: Five; The Black Women's Issue.  Co-edited by Lorraine Bethel 
and Barbara Smith. Available from: condi t ions ,  P.O.  Box 56, Van B r u n t  
S ta t ion ,  Brooklyn, N . Y .  1121 5. Subscriptions ( 3  issues)  : $8.00 (indiv . )  ; 
$6.00 (hardship r a t e ) ;  $15.00 ( i n s t . ) .  Single issue: $3.00. 

Barbara Smith and Lorraine Bethel a r e  guest edi tors  of t h i s  special issue 
of Conditions, a lesbian/feminist  journal of poetry, short  f i c t i o n ,  drama, and 
feature a r t i c l e s .  Smith and Bethel worked on the project for  over a year ,  
going to  great  lengths to  contact as  many black wri ters  as possible. The  
issue they produced i s  a landmark i n  feminist publishing, a t  once challenging 
the i n v i s i b i l i t y  of black feminist and lesbian writers in the feminist press,  
and anti-feminism and homophobia i n  the black community. Gloria Hull , 
Lorraine Bethel, Becky Birtha,  Pat Parker, Audre Lorde, Barbara Smith, and 
Ann  Allen Shockley a r e  among the recognized writers represented i n  t h i s  
coll  ection of poetry, prose poems, f i c t ion  ,autobiographical f i c t i o n ,  essays, 
song l y r i c s ,  and book reviews. Other contributors a r e  being published here 
fo r  the  f i r s t  time. Topics addressed by the essays a r e  the 1 i f e  and poetry of 
Angel ina Weld ~ r i m k 6 ,  Toni Morrison1 s f i c t i o n ,  black feminist therapy, black 
feminism, and an overview of the black lesbian in American l i t e r a t u r e .  

Harvard Educational Review v .49, no .4 (1 979) and v .50, no .l (1 980) : "WoITIeiI 
and Education" Parts I and 11. Available from: HER Business Office, Longfellow 
Hall, 13 Appian Way, Cambridge, MA 02138. Subscriptions (4 i ssues) :  $17 ( i n d i v . ) ;  
$23 ( i n s t . ) .  Single issue: $5 ( ind iv . ) ;  $6 ( i n s t . ) .  

Topics covered in these two special issues on women and education include: 
sex differences in educational attainment; women in school administration; 
sexism i n  the university;  success anxiety in women; women and mathematics; 
feminist medical education; feminist cr i t ic ism of the social sciences; and the 
employment and education of Mexican-American women. The two issues also 
include essay reviews and book reviews. 

Radical History Review 20 (Spri ng/summer 1979) : "Sexual i t y  in H i  s tory." 
Available from: MARHO: The Radical Historians I Organization, John Jay College, 

continued on page s i x . .  , 
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445 West 59th S t . ,  New York, N.Y. 10019. Subscr ip t ions  (3 i ssues ) :  $12.50 
( i n d i v . ) ,  $9 (unemployed); $20 ( i n s t . ) .  S ing le  issue:  $3.50. 

Th is  i ssue  represents  a  c r e a t i v e  f o r a y  i n t o  a  f i e l d  " s t i l l  i n  process o f  
cons t ruc t i on " - - sexua l i t y  i n  h i s t o r y .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  sec t ion ,  a  number o f  authors 
c r i t i c a l l y  eva luate  recen t  h i s t o r i c a l  t reatments o f  women's oppression 
( " v i c t i m i z a t i o n "  t h e o r i e s ) ,  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  (Lawrence Stone's The Family,  Sex 
and Marriage i n  England, 1500-1800)~  o f  sexual ideo logy  i n  f a s c i s t  Germany, 
and o f  lesb ian ism and homosexuality. Blanche Wiesen Cook's rev iew o f  t h e  
recen t  Miss Marks and Miss Woolley by Anna Mary We1 1  s  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l  ear 
statement about "The H i s t o r i c a l  Denial  o f  Lesbianism," and addresses issues 
a l so  r a i s e d  by t h e  Front i e r s  spec ia l  i ssue  on l e s b i a n  h i s t o r y .  The remainder 
of t h e  Radical  ist tory Review i ssue i s  d i v i d e d  between discussions o f  sources 
fo r  t h e  study o f  s e x u a l i t y  i n  h i s t o r y  ( i n c l u d i n g  Nancy Sahl i ' s  essay d e s c r i b i n g  
documents on 19th-  and 20th-century American s e x u a l i t y  and L i z  P h i l l i p s '  
p iece on t h e  Feminist  Press s e r i e s  "Women's Lives/Women8s Work), and a  s e r i e s  
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s tud ies  u t i l  i z i n g  some o f  t h e  new perspect ives o f  t h e  f i e l d .  
Topics f o r  these s tud ies  i ncl  ude mass market romances f o r  women, homosexual 
i d e n t i t y ,  sexual i t y  and women's s t a t u s  i n  t h e  Oneida Community, and soc iob io logy  
and c a p i t a l  i s t  p a t r i a r c h y .  The for thcoming (Summer 1980) i ssue  o f  s i g n s  w i l l  
a1 so focus on sexual i ty, present ing  a r t i c l  es by I r e n e  Diamond on pornography, 
Adrienne Rich on 1  esbianism and compul sory  heterosexual i t y ,  and She i la  
Rothman on abor t i on .  

Feminist  S tud ie s  v  .5, no. 2  (Summer 1979) : "Workers, Reproduct ive Hazards, and 
t h e  Pol i t i c s  o f  P ro tec t i on . "  A v a i l a b l e  from: Managing E d i t o r ,  Feminist 
S t u d i e s ,  Women's Studies Program, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland, Co l l  ege Park, Mary1 and 
20742. Subscr ip t ions  ( 3  i ssues ) :  $10 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $16 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  issue:  
$4 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $6 ( i n s t . ) .  

The papers i n  t h i s  spec ia l  i ssue  r a i s e  f a s c i n a t i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  and pol  i t i c a l  
quest ions a  bout women's compl ex re1 a t i o n s h i p  t o  product ion  and rep roduc t ion  
i n  contemporary U.S. soc ie ty .  Rosal ind Petchesky p o i n t s  o u t  i n  her i n t r o -  
d u c t i o n  t h a t  rep roduc t i ve  hazards o f  t h e  workplace represent  both a  s t r a i g h t -  
forward and ser ious  h e a l t h  issue,  demanding immediate a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  - both women and men workers, and a1 so a  p o l i t i c a l  i ssue  concerning 
c h a l l  enges t o  women's r i g h t s  t o  work and bear c h i l d r e n .  Ann Corinne Hi1 1  
presents a  l e g a l  case h i s t o r y  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  women workers; Vilma R. Hunt 
summarizes t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  hazards t o  women workers; Carolyn B e l l  discusses 
imp1 ementat ion o f  s a f e t y  and h e a l t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  women; Michael J. Wr ight  
i n d i c t s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  from rep roduc t i ve  hazards; and 
Wendy Chavki n  presents a  rev iew essay and annotated b i  b l  iography on rep roduc t i ve  
hazards. Readers w i t h  a  con t inu ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  t o p i c  w i l l  want t o  be 
aware o f  t h e  Women's Occupational Hea l th  Resource Center ( d i r e c t e d  by Jeanne 
M. S te l  lman, author  o f  women's work, Women's Health [I 9771). Address: 
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  School o f  Pub l i c  Health, 60 Haven Ave., B-1, New York, N.Y. 
10032. 

Curb, Rosemary, e t  a1 . "Catalog o f  Feminist  Theater" (Par ts  I and 11), 
t h r y s a l i s :  A Magazine o f  Women's Cul ture:  no. 10, pp. 51 -75. Avai 1  ab l  e  from : 
1052 W. 6 t h  S t .  #330, Los Angel es, CA 9001 7. Subscr ip t ions  (4 issues)  : 
$15. S i n g l e  issue:  $4.50. 

I n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  Feminist Co l l ec t ions  we mentioned t h e  r e g u l a r  

cont inued on page seven... 
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C h r y s r a l f s  f e a t u r e  on f e m i n i s t  publ i s h i n g .  The c u r r e n t  i s s u e ' s  "Catalog o f  
Feminist  Theater" i s  a  f i r s t - - a n d  a  must, too,  f o r  anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  
under-documented and under-researched f i e l d .  Pa r t  I i s  in t roduced by 
Phy l l  i s  Mae1 ' s  b r i e f  essay on t h e  seeming absence o f  women from drama as a  
genre and t h e  exp los ion  o f  f em in i s t  drama i n  t h e  l a s t  two decades. Th is  i s  
f o l  lowed by an annotated b i  b l  iography o f  contemporary drama by women, 
i n c l u d i n g  antho log ies ,  publ i shed plays,  p lays  which have been produced but  
remain unpublished, and a l t e r n a t i v e  thea te r  product ions.  The authors  no te  
t h a t  hundreds more might  have been inc luded i n  an exhaust ive l i s t .  "Sources 
f o r  Add i t i ona l  I n fo rmat ion  on Plays and P laywr igh ts"  concludes Par t  I. I n  
Par t  11, Rosemary Curb rev iews t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  f e m i n i s t  t h e a t e r  i n  t h e  
U.S., appending a  l i s t  of r e c e n t l y  publ ished a r t i c l e s  on f e m i n i s t  t h e a t e r .  
Curb's a r t i c l e  i s  fo l l owed  by an annotated l i s t  o f  f e m i n i s t  theaters ,  and a  
b r i e f  1  i s t i n g  o f  t hea te rs  dormant f o r  a  year o r  more. Th is  c a t a l o g  i s  an 
indispensabl  e  re fe rence  source on f e m i n i s t  drama. 

- -C,L .  

The Women's Studies Program a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison i s  now 
o f f e r i n g  an undergraduate C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  women's s tud ies .  Any student ,  
i n c l u d i n g  graduate students and spec ia l  students, i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
C e r t i f i c a t e  Program. Response has been ve ry  s t rong  t o  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  Program 
i n  i t s  f i r s t  year .  There a r e  many students who have enjoyed t a k i n g  as many 
women's s tud ies  courses as poss ib le  and want a  C e r t i f i c a t e  r e g i s t e r e d  on t h e i r  
t r a n s c r i p t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many C e r t i f i c a t e  students have combined t h e i r  
knowledge i n  and commitment t o  women's s tud ies  w i t h  t h e  exper t i se  represented 
by t h e i r  majors. Many p lan  a  career  which w i l l  i nco rpo ra te  women's s tud ies  
i n t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  f i e lds - -such  as a  law degree w i t h  an emphasis i n  sex 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ;  o r  a  c l  i n i c a l  psychology degree w i t h  a  concen t ra t i on  on women 
and gender issues;  o r  a  heal t h - r e l a t e d  degree w i t h  a  focus on women's h e a l t h  
issues . 
The C e r t i f i c a t e  r e q u i r e s  15 c r e d i t s  i n  women's s tud ies .  Students must 
meet w i t h  the  C e r t i f i c a t e  Advisor  t o  determine1 i f  they  have completed t h e  
f o l l  owing requirements f o r  C e r t i f i c a t e  courses : 

(1 ) 15 c r e d i t s  o f  coursework i n  women's s tud ies .  
(2 )  a t  l e a s t  12 c r e d i t s  o f  Women's Studies Program courses. 
(3 )  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  humanities c r e d i t s ,  t h r e e  s o c i a l  s tud ies  

c r e d i t s ,  and t h r e e  n a t u r a l  sc ience c r e d i t s  i n  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  
courses. 

(4 )  no more than s i x  c r e d i t s  a t  t h e  elementary l e v e l .  
(5 )  grade p o i n t  average f o r  C e r t i f i c a t e  courses a t  l e a s t  2.75. 

For more in format ion ,  c a l l  (608) 263-4703 o r  w r i t e  209 N. Brooks S t r e e t ,  
Madison, W I  53706. 
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BOOK REVIEUJ 
T e r r i s ,  V i r g i n i a  R. Woman i n  America: A Guide t o  Information Sources. D e t r o i t :  
Gal e  Research, 1980. $26.00. ISBN 0-81 03-1 268-9. LC 73-17564. (American 
s t u d i e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  Guide Ser ies,  v.7) 520p. 

Wi th 2,495 e n t r i e s ,  separate author ,  t i t l e ,  and s u b j e c t  indexes, and a  broad 
s u b j e c t  focus, t h i s  p a r t i a l l y  annotated b i  b l  iography would seem a t  f i r s t  
g lance t o  be a  major  new c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  women's s tud ies  b ib l i og raphy .  . 
Un fo r tuna te l y ,  i t  f a i l s  t o  l i v e  up t o  t h i s  expecta t ion .  We rev iew i t  here, 
nonetheless, t o  1  e t  our  readers know what usefu lness  i t  may have, as w e l l  as t o  
warn them o f  i t s  cons iderab le  weaknesses. 

T e r r i s  sees her  in tended audience as bo th  " t h e  s k i 1  1  ed researcher  and.. .those 
who a r e  o n l y  beginning t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  themselves w i t h  t h e  sub jec t . "  However, 
i f  a  nov i ce  i s  t h e  ta rge ted  user,  c l e a r  exp lanat ions  a r e  needed on how t o  use 
t h e  b ib l i og raphy ,  on i t s  scope, and on c r i t e r i a  T e r r i s  used f o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
m a t e r i a l .  T e r r i s  f u l f i l l s  none o f  these requi rements.  Most se r i ous  among 
these o v e r s i g h t s  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on how t o  use t h e  book -- how 
t h e  book i s  s t ruc tu red ,  how t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  ca tego r ies  i n t o  which t h e  book 
i s  d i v i d e d  and t h e  amount o f  ove r lap  among t h e  ca tegor ies ,  how t h e  c ross-  
re fe rences a r e  s e t  up, how t o  use t h e  indexes, and how t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
between pr imary  and secondary m a t e r i a l s .  

Chapter 1, " I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Sources," w i l l  n o t  serve as t h e  roadmap t o  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  needed by users.  Th i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  l i s t s  o n l y  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p e r i o d i c a l  indexes and b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  whose inadequate coverage o f  women and 
f e m i n i s t  t o p i c s  c rea ted  t h e  need f o r  spec ia l  i z e d  women's s tud ies  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace.  Are these t h e  main sources used by the  au thor  t o  compi le 
her 500+ page bib1 iography? T e r r i s  g ives  us no c lues ;  she doesn ' t  s t a t e  why 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  inc luded,  nor  does she r e l a t e  i t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  sec t i ons  l i s t i n g  
f e m i n i s t  sources. 

T e r r i s  a l s o  f a i l s  t o  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  sources. 
She c i t e s  many pamphlets and mimeographed papers unava i l ab le  t o  t h e  average 
user ,  w h i l e  o m i t t i n g  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  whSch can be acqu i red  by l i b r a r i e s  f rom 
U n i v e r s i t y  M i c r o f i l m s  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  cases. 

Inadequate s u b j e c t  i ndex ing  f u r t h e r  hampers e f f i c i e n t  r e t r i e v a l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
from t h i s  book. For example, I n o t i c e d  t h a t  a  work on t h e  image o f  women i n  
l i t e r a t u r e  was l i s t e d  i n  t h e  main t e x t  under t h e  category,  "Role, Image, S ta tus"  -- w i t h  no c ross  re fe rence  t o  t h e  1  i t e r a t u r e  s e c t i o n  and no l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
s u b j e c t  index  under " L i t e r a t u r e . "  Furthermore, T e r r i s  i nc ludes  no c ross  
re ferences f rom t h e  s u b j e c t  heading " L i t e r a t u r e n  back t o  "Image" o r  " F i c t i o n . "  

Most sub jec ts  a r e  n o t  t r e a t e d  i n  any depth. I n  t h e  "Educat ion" sec t i on ,  f o r  
exampl e, t h e  ERIC system i s  b r i e f l y  mentioned, bu t  WEECN (Women I s  Educat ional  
E q u i t y  Communications Network; see a r t i c l e  page t h r e e )  i s  no t .  The 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  o n l y  s e l e c t i v e l y  annotated, and annota t ions  a r e  o f t e n  so 
b r i e f  as t o  convey no th ing  o f  substance about t h e  work i n  ques t ion .  

cont inued on page n ine. .  . . 
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Despite these major weaknesses, a library may s t i l l  want to purchase woman i n  
America. Broad in scope (from suffrage, re1 igion, and mental heal t h y  t o  
literature and dance), i t  can give the student an  idea of the range of 
possible topics for a term paper. A graduate student may find ephemera not 
mentioned in othpr sources The majority of - books cited should be avail able 
in medium to large size 1 i braries. woman i n  America will be most appropriate 
for the undergraduate; an advanced user will certainly have to consult additional 
Sources -- e.g., Stineman's Women's Studies;  A Recormended Core Bibliography 
(Libraries Unlimited, 1979), Krichmar's The women's Movement i n  the  Seventies 
and  The Women's Rights Movement i n  the United S t a t e s ,  1848-1970 (Scarecrow Press, 
1977 and 1972), Haber ' s Wown i n  America: A Guide t o  ~ o o k s ,  1963-1975 ( G  . K O  Hal 1 , 
1 978) or Hughes ' S The Sexual Barrier : Legal, Medical, Economic, and Social 
Aspects o f  Sex Discrimination (Hughes Press, 1977). 

Recommended for comprehensive collections in women's studies. 

--L.P. 


